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INTRODUCTION

On the 96 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced 
the records from the decimal file of the Department of State, 
1930-44, that relate to political relations between China and 
Japan. The records are mostly instructions to and despatches 
from diplomatic and consular officials; the despatches are often 
accompanied by enclosures. Also included in these records are 
notes between the Department of State and foreign diplomatic 
representatives in the United States, memorandums prepared by 
officials of the Department, and correspondence with officials 
of other Government departments and with private firms and 
persons. The State Department divided the decimal file into 
chronological segments to retire inactive records. This 
division has been maintained in this microfilm publication. The 
records for the period 1930-39 are filmed on rolls 1-88 and 
those for 1940-44 on rolls 89-96.

The Lists of Documents or ’’purport lists” filmed on rolls 
345 and 346 (1930-39), roll 532 (1940-June 1944), and roll 628 
(July-Dec. 1944) of M973 give brief abstracts of the documents 
reproduced in this microfilm publication and serve as a finding 
aid to the documents themselves. The arrangement of the entries 
on these lists generally corresponds to the arrangement of the 
documents in the file.

From 1910 to 1963 the State Department used a decimal 
system for its central files, assembling and arranging individual 
documents according to subject and assigning decimal file numbers. 
The decimal file consists of nine primary classes numbered 0 
through 8, each covering a broad subject area. The records 
reproduced in this microfilm publication are in Class 7, 
political relations of states. Each country had been assigned 
a two-digit number. The country numbers assigned to China and 
to Japan, for example, are 93 and 94, respectively. Thus, 
documents bearing the file number 793.94 concern political 
relations between China and Japan.

When one or more digits follow the second country number, 
they represent a specific subject. This number, in turn, may 
be followed by a slant mark (/). In such cases the numbers 
after the slant mark were assigned to individual documents as 
they were accumulated on a specific subject. For example, a 
decimal file number taken from a document reproduced in this 
microfilm publication is 793.943/5. The number 3 following 
the country number for Japan (94) signifies that the subject 
is extraterritoriality, and the number after the slant mark 
indicates the number of documents on this subject.
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The documents under one subject classification are generally 
in chronological order, coinciding with the assigned document 
number, which follows the slant mark. There are instances, 
however, when a document file number was not assigned until a 
date considerably later than the one on which the document was 
received.

In July 1944 the number after the slant mark began to 
reflect the date of the document instead of the number of 
documents; for example, a document dated November 20, 1944, 
would be numbered /11-2044. Documents dated as early as 1939 
but not indexed until after July 1, 1944, also have been assigned 
date numbers.

Cross-reference sheets referring to related records under 
other subject classifications in the decimal file have been 
reproduced as they occur, and appropriate cross-reference 

^notations appear in the Lists of Documents.

The file contains documents that were security classified 
by the State Department, as well as those received from and 
classified by foreign governments and other Federal agencies. 
Documents that have not been declassified are not available as 
part of this microfilm publication. The National Archives and 
Records Service (NARS) does not have authority to make repro
ductions of such documents available to searchers. Documents 
that remain classified have been removed from the file and 
replaced by a withdrawal notice that identifies the document 
and indicates the reason for its removal.

The records reproduced in this microfilm publication are 
part of General Records of the Department of State, Record Group 
59, and are a continuation of the records concerning political 
relations between China and other states, 1910-29, which have 
been microfilmed as NARS M341.

In the same record group are several diplomatic correspondence 
series containing documents on relations between China and 
the United States. They are copies of instructions from the 
State Department to U.S. Ministers to China, 1843-1906 (rolls 
38-43 of M77) ; notes to the Chinese Legation in the United States 
from the Department, 1868-1906 (rolls 13 and 14 of M99); 
despatches from U.S. Ministers to China to the Department, 1843- 
1906 (M92); and notes from the Chinese Legation in the United 
States to the Department, 1868-1906 j(M98). Also related to 
matters concerning China are communications to special agents 
of the United States from the Department, 1852-86 (roll 154 of 
M77) .

Several series of volumes contain material on relations 
between Japan and the United States. There are copies of 
instructions from the State Department to U.S. Ministers to
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Japan, 1855-1906 (rolls 104-108 of M77); despatches from U.S. 
Ministers to Japan to the Department, 1855-1906 (M133); notes to 
the Japanese Legation in the United States from the Department, 
1860-1906 (rolls 66 and 67 of M99) ; and notes from the Japanese 
Legation in the United States to the Department, 1858-1906 
(M163). Also related to matters concerning Japan are communica
tions to special agènts of the United States from the Department, 
1823-86 (rolls 152 and 154 of M77) ; and despatches from special 
agents to the Department, 1794-1837 (roll 10 of M37).

Despatches from U.S. consular officials in China and Japan 
before 1906 are available as separate microfilm publications for 
each post. Complementary to the despatches from consuls are 
instructions to consuls.

The method of arranging the diplomatic and consular series 
cited above was discontinued in 1906, when the State Department 
adopted the practice of filing incoming and outgoing correspondence, 
memorandums, and other documents by subject in a single numerical 
series. Information on documents relating to China and Japan 
for the 1906-10 period may be found through the use of card 
indexes and Lists of Documents in the National Archives of the 
United States. The Numerical File is available as microfilm 
publication M862.

Several series in the State Department decimal file, 1910-29, 
that relate to Chinese and Japanese affairs are available as 
microfilm publications. In Class 7 there are two series regarding 
Chinese affairs: one concerning political relations between 
the United States and China (M339) and the other concerning 
political relations between China and other states (ihcluding 
Japan) (M341); and two series regarding Japanese affairs: one 
concerning political relations between the United States and 
Japan (M423) and the other concerning political relations 
between Japan and other states (M424). Class 8, internal affairs 
of states, has records concerning internal affairs of China 
(M329) and internal affairs of Japan (M422). Additional 
documents are in the remaining classes of the State Department 
decimal file:

Class 0. General. Miscellaneous.
Class 1. Administration, Government of the United 

States. >
Class 2. Extradition.
Class 3. Protection of Interests.
Class 4. Claims.
Class 5. International Congresses and Conferences. 

Multi-lateral Treaties. League of 
Nations.

Class 6. Commerce. Customs Administration. Com
mercial Relations, Treaties and Con
ventions. Commercial and Trade Agree
ments.
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In Records of Boundary and Claims Commissions and Arbitrations, 
Record Group 76, there are records relating to the Claims Com
missions of 1858 and 1901 between the United States and China.

&

In Records of International Conferences, Commissions, and 
Expositions, Record Group 43, are records of several conferences 
in which the United States and Japan participated. There are 
records of the Washington Conference on Limitation of Armament, 
1921-22, which met to consider the limitation of armaments and 
certain questions relating to Pacific and Far Eastern problems. 
There are also records of the Commission To Represent the United 
States at the Grand Exhibition of Japan, 1917. The exhibition 
was planned for 1912 but had been postponed, and the records 
relate mainly to the visit of U.S. Commissioners to Japan in 
1908 and to their conferences with Japanese officials. Other 
relevant records in Record Group 43 are those concerning the 
Sino-Japanese Dispute, 1930-32 (documents gathered by Gen. Frank 
McCoy, U.S. representative on the Lytton Commission), those of 
the U.S. Element, Allied Council for Japan, 1946-52, and those 
of the Far Eastern Commission, 1945-51.

In Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the Department 
of State, Record Group 84, are records originally kept at U.S. 
diplomatic and consular posts. Among these are records of the 
U.S. Legation (later Embassy) in China, 1843-1945, and of the 
U.S. Legation (later Embassy) in Japan, 1855-1936, as well as 
those of various consular posts in those countries.

The records reproduced in this microfilm publication were 
prepared for filming by Ralph E. Huss, who also wrote these 
introductory remarks.
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DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By MUX*. 0- NARS, Date /3-/?-?$•

AM TELEGRAM RECEIVÇgIK

From

Peiping via N. R.

Dated November 19t 1931

.V^
Reb’d /lîÇO-.

Secretary of State, \ r MS'* p ar
Washington, D

968, November 19, 5 p.m.

According to fairly reliable information Japanese

forces èhtered Tsitsihar City last night

For the Minister

ENGERT

HPD

F/D
EW 

793.94/2771

Dep»rtmt^t

<1

&

?

03



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date

OJH PLAIN
VA

PEIPING via N.
TELI SBFREC^IVED 

j EASlfeftK^ AFFAIRS. > Dated N0V* 19’ 

■W2;l 1931
FROM i

Senretar^ëtPSMftQT STATE I

,tiN '
>’» i fY;..

Washington.

966, November 19, 3 p.m,

Reuter reports from Mukden, Novel

"Shortly after dawn this morning

R,

1931

Rec’d. 10:30 a.m>

>n of

Vov1 9 193Î
°’P«r(meat s(at.

ïber 17, 7 p.m.

Japanese artillery

on Nonni front thundered to signalize opening of large 

scale offensive against General Ma Chang Shan which may 

carrj' Japanese forces across Chinese Eastern Railway to 

occupation of Tsitsihar.

Japanese have been reticent regarding developments in 

that atea recently and yesterday they suddenly suspended

permission for correspondents to proceed to Osai- front

via the Taonan Railway.

Yesterday also Japanese detachments which had been
A ®

at Chuliuho few miles from Mukden suddenly left for H iô
p CQ

unknown destination lending color to reports that Japaneseg*
§

have been concentrating reinforcements on Nonni front

preparatory for this morning’s offensive

Questioned regarding Russian interests on Chinese

T1

CD 
04
<0

FO

19

%.

O 
m

Eastern Railway,



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. U652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e) 
Department of Stgte letter, August 10, 1972
By_ TH0. cfl'MXtZsirrv NARS, Date /Jt-/3-~f £

CJH PLAIN

2 b 1931

TEL 
3 £ASW

PEIPING via N

Dated Nov. 19

R,

1931

Rec’d. 10:30 a.m>

Secretary PT STATExaæjp

Washington. ; "

966, November 19, 3 p.m.

Tû ■(
- r- <?

Reuter reports from Mukden, Novel

”Shortly after dawn this morning 

c,n ,y,yaof\

191931 w?
Department of

iber 17, 7 p.m.

Japanese artillery

on Nonni front thundered to signalize opening of large 

scale offensive against General Ma Chang Shan which may 

carry Japanese forces across Chinese Eastern Railway to 

occupation of Tsitsihar.

Japanese have been reticent regarding developments in 

that a£ea recently and yesterday they suddenly suspended 

permission for correspondents to proceed to Jfàaai front 

via the Taonan Railway,

Yesterday also Japanese detachments which had been 

A at Chuliuhb few miles from Mukden suddenly left for PÇ 

unknown destination lending color to reports that Japanese 

have been concentrating reinforcements on Nonni front 

preparatory for this morning’s offensive.

Questioned regarding Russian interests on Chinese

Eastern Railway,



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e) 
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 
By mxu 0. «Ameju __NARS, Date

Page 2 - #966 from 
OJH Peiping.

Eastern Railway, Japanese military authorities declared 

they will of course not infringe those rights but add 

significantly that momentum of Japanese action may carry 

their forces over railway.

It is known that Japanese consider it most undesirable 

that their forces should remain in exposed positions north 

of Jlonni river all through winter this being reason for 

their demand on November fourteenth to General Ma Chang 

Shan to evacuate.

General Ma Chang Shan’s uncompromising attitude and 

his determination to treat Japanese as foreign foes in

fringing on China’s rights and endeavoring to establish 

puppet government in his province culminated in his pro

posals yesterday which appear to have been signal for 

Japanese to strike decisive blow.

Outcome is still little doubtful for the Japanese 

forces number over four thousand and Chinese outnumbered 

them fifteen to one. The Japanese have advantage in field 

artillery and aeroplanes but there are tremendous forces 

of Chinese cavalry well mounted and Chinese are more used 

to bitter conditions now prevailing in Manchuria.

Great interest has bean aroused here by persistent

reports that



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By mulk O- NARS. Date /Z-tS-tS

GJH Page 3 - #966 from 
Peiping.i

reports that Japanese officers are now drilling and 

training several hundred Koreans who are residents in 

Manchuria in North Barracks just outside Mukden which 

was one of first places attacked September eighteenth.”

For the Minister,

EN GERT



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 

0, NARS, Date

AM TELEGRAM RECElvÆiF
; Peiping via N. R.'

From

Washingt

Secretary of S

Dated. November 19, 1931

969, November 19, 7 p.m»

sent word, to me that he

COPIES SENT TO

The young Marshall has just

is ill and will be unable to see anybody for several days.

From a person close to him I learn that the young Emperor 

is being kept in Port Arthur and is not the Japanese 

candidate for the restoration in Manchuria. The real

candidate is more likely to be Prince Kung who is already

F/D
EW 

793.94/2773

in Mukden»

For the Minister 

ENGERT

RR

CSB
I
coQQ



DECLASSIFIED:- E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By ZHUXs 0- NARS, Date /a-

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

v* received ( \
NON 19 J) 
DIVISION OF^^/

RECE1V fili/

NOV 1 9 I93Î

SECRETARY’S OFFICE^-......____
\r Division of

i FA*? FASTfflM AFFJUf 
x NOV 1 9^93^

The honorable 
The Secretary of ■ 
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Secretary:
Please find enclosed herewith

reliable information which will no doubt

interest you.
Yours faithfully



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E) 
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By. (ftrx NARSf Data $*___

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201S

Cla^b of Service

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable
gram unless its de
ferred character is in
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced
ing the address. UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT___________________________ J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

SIGNS

NM « Night Message
NL = Night Letter

LCO = Deferred Cable
NLT ° Cable Night Letter

WLT = Week-End Letter
K______—-------------r

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as

Received at 708 14th St., N. W. Washington. D. C. A^s 
(NA1050 35=FI NEWYORK NY 1? 710P Xs5

THE PRESIDENT=
THE WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC=

2o
^y 191931 ))

&L. DIVISION OF <&J

MET JAPANESE WOMAN THIS EVENING TOLD ME JAPAN ONLY TRYING

TO SAVE FACE IN MANCHURIA TELL HER TO STOP SHE WANTS TO BUT

THE GESTURE MUST COME FROM YOU ILL BACK YOU STOP THIS WAR=

GPO

HOMER DODGE..
BBOffiVND

NOV 19 1931

SECRETARY ’ S OFFICE

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e) 
Department of Stgte letter, August 10, 1972
By /H 0. WARS, Date /P- (g. y

«

AM
TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY

From
Peiping via n. R.

Dated November 19, 1931

Secretary of State

Washington, D. C.,

963, November 19, 10 a.m

Following from Tevk "November 18

Rec’d .4:43 a.m

One. According to all reports, yesterday passed

without any serious attacks by Japanese or Chinese

troops on the Nonni River front.

Two. Ohashi informed me last night that Chinese

representatives of General Ma had informed local

repre senta tiven of Honye that his written reply to the

Japanese ultimatum of November 15th would not be

delivered but that he would comply with the Japanese

Consulate demands on the condition that the Japanese

troops would simultaneously withdraw with the Chinese

that the Heilungkiang Provincial Authorities reserve

the right to keep troops sçuth of the Chinese Eastern»

Railway ),ine in the'case of bandit activities there : 

that in qase nopp^l traffic wpuld be restored on the

Taoang Railway, the troops of neral Chang Hai Pe n 

would not be allowed to use t)ia zone. Ohashi reminds

f I 
1

mo that



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of Stgte letter, August 10, 1972
By yntUk O- NARS, Date A2-/?■?$•

AM 2~#963, from Peiping, Nov» 19, 10 a

me that this is construed by the Japanese side to be 

a refusal to accept the terms of the ultimatum and 

added that on November 16th the Japanese war office 

gave out in Toky<je

(End Part One)

For the Minister

KNGERT

CSB



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (E) 
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date /J. /ÿ-7 y

rh GRAY
TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PEIPING VIA NR

Dated Nov. 19, 1931 
From

Reo’d. 5.50 am 

SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

963, November 19, 10 am (part two)

« statement to the effect that it nas dissatisfied v.'t 

with Ma* s attitude and that the threatening attitude of 

his troops might make it necessary for the Japanese to 
k 

clear them away from Tsitsihar and vicinity as a matter 

of safety. Local Chinese officials confirm the failure 

of Ma to give a written answer to the ultimatum and 

attentions, that civil administrator Chang (who is suspect

ed of being pro-Japanese) and Ma could not agree until 

late last night upon the wording of the written reply 

which Chinese officials state will arrive in Harbin this 

morning. Japanese side becoming impatient in regard to 

dilatory talk of Chinese, who are playing for time,'

Three. During the last few days weather has become 

very cold and it is ’expected that in a few days Nonni

river



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(d) or
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 '
By. 0- NARS, Date 

rh # 2 of No. 963 from Peiping

river and swampy land near by will freeze over solid.1

This would facilitate crossing the river and transport on 

land, but handicap fighting of soldiers of both sides, but 

more especially the Japanese who can only be supplied via 

Taonan. (End part two)

For the Minister

ENGERT

ÏÏSB

CSB



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By ZH 0- NARS, Date /3-/?-,yy

J 
2/ /CJH >'

TELEGRAM RECEIVED^!

PEIPING via N. R.

From Dated November 19, 1931

Reo’d. 10:|0 a.m. 

Secretary of State,

Washington.

963,(PART THREE)

November 19, 10 a.m.

Four. Local Commissioner of Foreign Affairs has 

confirmed to this office the press report that the 

provincial government for Kirin Province was established 

on November 11th at Pinhsien, 30 miles east of Harbin 

and a short distance south of the Sungari River with 

Cheng Jun, former chief of the Bureau of Civil Affairs 

at Kirin, appointed as acting chairman during the absence 

of Chang Tso Hsiang. All the laws and orders issued 

by the Central Governments and the Kirin Provincial 

Government before September 21st are still in force*1 

Kirin ex-official? did not take this step formerly be

cause they Reared bombing by Japanese airplanes. Evidently 

Ma’s .resistance to Japanese has enpouraged them in this 

step.

Five,. -Following is a translation of radiogram sent by 

General Ma at Tsitsihar to General Chiang Kai Sheik 
at Nanking



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (E)
Department offState letter, August 10, 1972
By ffîlUw 0. NARS, Date

CJH P age 2 - #953 from 
Peiping via N.R

at Nanking*handed to this Consulate General by local 

Chinese radio station:

"November 18, 10 a,m. The Japanese troops started 

general offensive at 4 o’clock today with heavy artillery 

and 6 aeroplanes dropping bombs. Fighting has been 

very serious. Please appeal to the League of Nation^ 

to have the hostilities stopped".

Ohashi has just informed me that he believes this 

report to be true and that situation at Nonni front is 

serious."

Repeated to Nanking. (End part three — end message).

FOR THE MINISTER

WSB

ENGERT



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. NARS, Date /^-/^-7 $*

.Washington, D. 0

TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY

From

COPIES SENT TO 
O.N.I. ANDM. I.D.

Secretary of State

Peiping via N. R.‘

2:40 p.m,

Dated.

of

*33/

November 19, 1931

964, November 19, 11 a.m. Part One., Following

two from Harbin "November 18, 6 p.m,

One At three p.m, this office was informed by

the Chinese radio station at Harbin that telegraphic

information had been received to the effect that the

Heilungkiang troops were retreating toward. Anganghsi

and that telephone communication with Tsitsihar was

F/D
EW 

793.94/2776

interrupted at 2:30 when another Japanese airplane

flew over the city.
Two. At 4:30 assistant manager Kuo of the

Chinese Eastern Railway informed me that he had reports

from trustworthy sources indicating that since 2 p.m,

the position of the Chinese troops was somewhat better

that Japanese airplanes had dropped leaflets, stating

that the property of the Chinese Eastern Railway would

8 I

not be molested that the people would be protected

and that Chinese military activities would be stopped.

but did not drop bombs into Tsitsihar City, and that

the Japanese



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. LI652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date /Jb/j-VS*

AM 2-4964, from Peiping, November 19,11 a.m.

the Japanese troops had retired somewhat. Ohashi (End

Part One)

ENGERT

OSB



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (E) I 
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 ■

By 0. tflM&Atys NARS, Date /Z'ti-'JÇ I

CJH gray

UNDATED
TELEGRAM RECEIVED

 PEIPING via N. R.

Rec’d. Nov. 19, 9:35
From a.m., 1931.

Secretary of S-tate,

Washington.

964, Part Two.

When questioned regarding this informed me that 

neither he nor the Japanese local military mission had 

received recently any information regarding events at the 

'front, a statement which I doubt very much. 

f Three. I have advised missionary Vos, now at 

Anganghsu, to proceed to Harbin.

Four. American newspaper correspondents had planned 

to leave Harbin today at three for a visit to the front 

but cancelled trip upon my suggestion that they could 

get more news at Harbin regarding situation than they 

cou|d at Anganghsu or Tsitsihar" .

"November 18, 8 p.m. Assistant Manager Kuo has 

informed me that engineer Hsu of the Chinese Eastern 

Railway, stationed at Tsitsihar station, reported that 

he personally saw 3,000 or 4,000 Japanese soldiers cross 

at 3 p.m. today iif the direction of Tsitsihar City, the

Chinese Eastern



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date /3-/ÿ-7S~

OJH Page 2- #964, part two

Chinese Eastern Railway tracks near the viaduct over 

which the Taoang line runs, that no damage had been done 

by the Japanese or Chinese troops. (end PART Ti70)

FOR THE MINISTER

EN GERT



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 116^2, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 

o. NARS, Date

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Rb

Secretary of State

Washington.

GRAY

From •

Peiping via N. R.

Undated

Rec'd November 19, 5:50 am

964, Part Three.

to the Chinese Eastern Railway and that General ha 

had fled to Koshan, leaving orders behind that his 

troops should follow him to that place.

I have not been able to locate Ohashi to confirm 

this, but believe that the report is in the main, true.

Repeated to Nanking. (End message)

Fbr the Minister.

ENGERT

GW

CSB



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. IL652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or fp'i
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 1
By/imAu% 0- _NARS, Date

1—138
* PREPARING OFFICE

WILL INDICATE WHETHER

Collect

Charge Department

OR

Charge to
$ /

Telegram. Sent

Bepartnrent nf ^tafe

^TRANSMITTED
CONFIDENTIAL CODE

NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE
PLAIN

Washington,

November 19, 193:

AMEMRASSY
PARIS (FRANCE)

4 P0R AMBASSAD0R dav£es* A 7
•‘For your information and confidential as to source

One. In telegrams dated Novemoer 18, the American
Consul General at Mukden reports that Japanese headquarters

on that day released a report to the effect that the Japanese

troops as a measure of selfpreservation, launched an of-
against Ma Chan Shan early on the morning of

November 18 ; y#inrt TL*

brigade and tho planer

fensive

uireatLy-

that Japanese reserves have been called to the colors for

guard duty in the railway zone; and that the Japanese have

officially announced that Japanese troops after sharp fight-
ing reached the Chinese Eastern Railway at one o’clock on the

afternoon of Novemoer 18.
Two. In a telegram dated November 18, the American

Consul General at Harbin reports that telegrams received by a

Chinese official at Harbin from Ma state that on November 17

Enciphered by________________

Sent by operator — . M.____________ , 19__________________________
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the Japanese troops made renewed efforts to advance; that 

for the last few days four or five Japanese bombing planes 
have daily attacked the Chinese troops; that on November 15 
General Honjo's representative at Harbin delivered an 

ultimatum to the Chinese authorities demanding that Chinese

troops be withdrawn immediately to the north of Tsitsihar;

and that the Japanese further demanded orally that Tsitsihar
be proclaimed independent of the central government»

Three. In a telegram dated Novemoer 19, the American
legation at Peiping reports that according to -r

reliable information, Japanese forces entered Tsitsihar
last night.

FB :MHH :BW FE

Enciphered by_____________________

Sent by operator___________ M.,____________ _ 19----- , ---------------------------------
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CABLEGRAM
BFS

November 18, 1931

From Tokio,

To The Adjutant General

confidential

Number 196® November 18th

1:20 P.M

Situation most serious® Reinforced brigade from Hirosaki

completed embarkation near Hiroshima on November 16th® On same

day following air service departed for Manchuria: one pursuit squad-

ron Heijo, one observation squadron Tachiarai, one light bombing

squadron Hamamatsu® Suspect one company tank has gone from Kurume

Three very important general staff officers left yesterday for

Mukden. There is a press ban on movements of 19th and 20th Gen

F/D
EW 

793.94/2777

eral staff is considering early dispatch of another division from

Japan proper® I saw at least 15 large freighters lying -idle near

Hiroshima. Repairs of Nonni bridge are completed but news agency

to-day reports a general engagement between Japanese and General

Ma beginning at 5 A.M. General Staff reports situation in Tient-

sin still bad® Commander Eastern Siberian Army known to be im-

pulsive and prone to independent action. So far British, French

Polish and American Attaches have accepted invitation to Maûghuriè?

and will leave soon

McIlroy
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NOTE

SEE ____841,00 P. R./204____________  __ FOR despatch #2360

FROM . Great Britain ( Atherton ) DATED Nov.2,1931

TO NAME 1-“1127 0F0

REGARDING: Manchurian controversy. Hot much hope for fulfillment 
of League’s request that Japanese commence evacuation of i 
troops in Manchuria. Comment in press as to what will he 
next step in situation.

793.94/27J8
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Manchuria.

The «enta which have elapsed since the League 
of Nations requested the Japanese Government to commence 
the evacuation of its troops in Manchuria and which 
was to be completed by November 16th, have not enoouraged 
much hope here that the League's request will be 
fulfilled, and this has led to considerable comment
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as to what its nest step must be in the event that 

this proves to be the case. It is 1’elt that the 

League of Nations provides the machinery for the 

collective and peaceful solution of International 

difficulties and that if a singleH>reak-away from its 

principles occurs it may have widespread and disastrous 

consequences, because successful defiance of its wishes 

might well deal a severe blow to the statesmanship of 

moderation, and so encourage sections of opinion 

everywhere which believe in force rather than methods 

of arbitration and conciliation.
With this thought in mind, the serious press has 

called on Japan to accede to the League’s request, 

and the TIULS asks '•hill not the Japanese Government 

understand, before November 16th, the extreme 

embarrassment in which it places her friends by making 

them choose between the maintenance of a traditional 

friendship in all its cordiality and the defense of 

principles which they have most soleahly undertaken to 

maintain?

More emphatic, the Mai-ICRLSTLR GUARDIAN, after 

reviewing the events leading up to the situation as 

it now stands, concludes: "The League will have 

a hard task in bringing this militarist conspiracy to 

heel. If it shirks the task it is hard to say how 

far Japanese agression may go. But one thing is 

certain. It will be a heavy, perhaps fatal blow to 
the credit of the Les*mo of étions as a guarantee of 
Internatl*'" *• .’festive agency of world
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FOn THE MINISTER. FOR INFORMATION» 
Department’s 103, October 27, 5 p.m., to Nanking, 

in regard to paragraph four of resolution voted upon 
J by Council on October 24.

X On November 10 the Department authorized the
Embassy at Paris to inform M. Briand that, understand

ing that the British and the French Governments have 
taken similar action, the American Government will be 
prepared to send representatives to act as observers in 
connection with the taking over by Chinese authorities 
of evacuated areas, if and when arrangements to that end 

are made between the Chinese and the Japanese Governments. 

The Department has desired that W information with 
s/ h, —I

regard to the above bb-abifaAnod by'the Chinese fswuv 
friand.

FE:MMH/VDM
Enciphered by____

Sent by operator___________M.,____________ _ 19___ ,_____________________

'(UL5»a 
FE
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PARIS (France)

18, 1931

/ P0R AMBASSADOR DAWES.
/ On November 18 I issued to the press a statement as 
followsffl QUOTE I want to correct certain erroneous state

ments which have appeared lately in the press.
It is not true that this Government has changed in any 

way the attitude on the Manchurian situation which it has 
held from the first.

The American Government has not proposed any terms of 
settlement either to Japan or to China, has not been

793

(D

FO

CO CD

t

approached by either Government on the subject of terms which 
it might approve, and has made no commitments, either express 
or implied, to either of the disputants.

This Government has consistently urged and is continuing 
to urge tnat only peaceful means and not military pressure 
snail ue used in the settlement of the dispute between China 
and Japan regarding Manchuria. It understands that this is 
the essence of the position taken by the nations represented 
on the Council of the League of Nations at Paris. This 
Government earnestly hopes that the negotiations now going

Enciphered by____________________

Sent by operator__________ M.,------------------ - --------- -----------------------------
v 8. government ntWTWo omoB: im»
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on in Paris will find a way which will lead to a settlement
of the difficulty in accordance with these principles UNQUOTE.

Y-muaay^ge^o&se- this - statement—te—the pr eoeh

FE:MMH:REK
W//

. Telegraph room. Same message 
should go to /the American Consul

- NaKiri ngj for the Minister/ and 
to theAmerican EmbassyJyTokyo.

Enciphered by_____________________

Sent by operator___________M.,____________ , 19______
T J _ .. „ I—1»
Index Bu.—No. 50.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

FOR THE PRESS November 18, 1931

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I want to correct certain erroneous statements which 
have appeared lately in the press.

It is not true that this Government has changed in 
any way the attitude on the Manchurian situation which 
it has held from the first.

The American Government has not proposed any terms 
of settlement either to Japan or to China, has not been 
approached by either Government on the subject of terms 
which it might approve, and has made no commitments, cither 
express or implied, to either of the disputants.

This Government has consistently urged and is continu
ing to urge that only peaceful means and not military 
pressure shall be used in the settlement of the dispute 
between China and Japan regarding Manchuria. It under
stands that this is the essence of the position taken by 
the nations represented on the Council of the League of 
Nations at Paris. This Government earnestly hopes that 
the negotiations now going on in Paris will find a way 
which will lead to a settlement of the difficulty in ac
cordance with these principles.
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JAMES F. CURTIS 
RAYMOND B. FOSDICK 
CHAUNCEY BELKNAP

EYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

NEW YORK

Hovas si

FOSDICK & BELKNAP

’.95 V

November 24* 1931

> ..

My dear Mr. Secretary: <

On November tenth I wrote you enclosing a 

( F AH hr

petition signed by one hundred and sixty-one citizens 

urging our full participation with the League of Nations 

in connection with the settlement of the Manchurian diffi

culty, A number of names came in too late to be added to 

the petition, and I am venturing to enclose the list herewith.

May I also take this occasion to acknowledge your 

courteous letter of November eighteenth relative to the 

FW 795.94/2779

receipt of the original petition.

Very respectfu1

The Honorable Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D»C*
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Additional Signers of Letter to the President 

Dated November 11» 1931

Baldridge» H. C.
Black» E. R.

Bowers» Henry S.
Buckingham» Edward T.
Byrd» Harry F.
Cogswell» C. C.
Cole» Charles H.
Curley» James M.
Dennison» Henry S.
De Van» R. P.
Filene, Edward A.
Gray» Peter F.
Hammond» John Hays 
Hay* Logan 
Holt* Hamilton 
Jenkins» Thomas

Jouett, Edward 3.
Lee, Ivy L.
Lehman , Arthur 
Leigh» Robert D. 
Mather» William G.
Mayo» W. B.
McConnell» Bishop Francis J.
McCormick» Cyrus H. 
Monroe» Paul 
Pennington» Levi T. 
Pennybacker» Mrs* Percy V*

Phillips, John C.
Porter, John C.
Ream, J* D* 
Reinhardt, Mrs. Aurelia Henry 
Rike, Frederick H.
Stone» Charles A.
Sweet, William E.
Walker, P* M* 
Williams» T. M. 
Shaw, Albert

Former Governor of Idaho» Parma» Idaho 
Governor» Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta» 

Atlanta» Ga.
Goldman Sachs Company, New York City 
Mayor of Bridgeport» Bridgeport» Conn. 
Former Governor of Virginia» Winchester» Va. 
Master» Kansas State Grange» Pretty Prairie» Kans. 
General» U. S. Army (retired)» Boston» Mass* 
Mayor of Boston» Boston» Mass.
President» Dennison Mfg. Co*» Framingham» Mass* 
Mayor of Charleston» Charleston, West Va. 
President, Wm. Fi1ene’s Sons Co*, Boston» Mass* 
Mayor of Lansing, Lansing, Michigan 
Mining Engineer, Washington» D* C. 
Lawyer, Springfield, Illinois 
President of Rollins College, Winter Park, Florida 
Bishop Protestant Episcopal Church for Nevada» 

Reno, Nevada
General Counsel» L. & N. R* R.» Louisville, Ky* 
Publicist, New York City 
Lehman Brothers, New York City 
President, Bennington College, Bennington» Vermont 
President, Cleveland Cliffs Iron Co., Cleveland, Ohio 
Chief Engineer, Ford Industries, Dearborn, Mich* 
President, Federal Council of Churches, New York City 
Chairman, International Harvester Co*» Chicago, Ill. 
Professor Teachers College, New York City 
President, Pacific College, Newberg, Oregon 
Former President, General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 

Austin» Texas
Former Governor of Arizona, Phoenix, Arizona 
Mayor of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California 
Overseer, Nebraska State Grange, Broken Bow, Nebraska 
President, Mills College, California 
President of Rike Kumler Co., Dayton, Ohio 
Chairman, Stone & Webster, New York City 
Former Governor of Colorado, Denver, Colorado 
Mayor of Pasedena, Pasedena, California 
Master, North Dakota State Grange 
Editor "Review of Reviews”, New York City
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In reply refer to 
FE 793.94/3779

Mr. Raymond 3. Fosdick,

Attorney and Counselor at Law, 

61 Broadway, 

Few York, Few York. 

Sir:

I acknowledge the receipt of your further letter 

of November 34, 1931, enclosing a list of American 

citizens who desire to associate themselves with the 

signers of the petition approving action taken by the 

Administration in regard to the present dispute between 

China and Japan.

Would you please be so good as to convey «y 

appreciation to these additional signers of the petition?

Very truly yours,

HEKRTT,, s . ■

A>f

'J9*/ ,

J , FE:RPB/VDM FE 13/4/31
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CURTIS, FOSD1CK & BELKNAP

My dear Mr. President:

I am venturing to enclose a copy of a 

petition which has been signed by one hundred 

and sixty-one citizens endorsing the policy 

which the Administration has followed in con-

nection with the Manchurian problem.

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C.
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The President, 
The White House.

November u, 1931.

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

The undersigned desire to express their hearty approval of the steps that you have taken to provide for the 
cooperation of our government with the League of Nations in its efforts toward maintaining peace in Manchuria.

We fully endorse the statement of Secretary Stimson that “The American government, acting independently 
through its diplomatic representatives, will endeavor to reinforce what the League does and will make clear that it 
has a keen interest in the matter.” We trust that this policy will be followed without qualification, that the repre
sentative of the United States will sit with the Council of the League when it reconvenes November 16, and that 
any joint action which may be agreed upon at that meeting, looking toward the just and peaceful settlement of the 
Manchurian question, will receive the wholehearted support of the American government.

Furthermore, we believe that this policy of upholding the established agencies that are working for peace 
through joint conference and action should be followed in all future crises that may threaten the peace of the world.

Yours very respectfully,

Samuel B. Adams
Lawyer, Savannah

Jane Addams
Hull House, Chicago

David H. Agans
Master, New Jersey State Grange

Frank G. Allen
Former Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts

Joseph S. Ames
President, The Johns Hopkins 
University

James R. Angell
President, Yale University

Frank Aydelotte
President, Swarthmore College, 
Swarthmore, Pa.

Jules S. Bache
Banker, New York

Burke Baker
President, Seaboard Life Insurance 
Company, Houston, Tex.

Newton D. Baker
Former Secretary of War, 
Cleveland

Julius H. Barnes
President, Chamber of Commerce 
of the U. S. A., New York

Bernard M. Baruch
Financier, New York

Robert W. Bingham
President and Publisher, 
The Courier-Journal 
The Louisville Times

Isaiah Bowman
Director, American Geographical
Society, New York

Norman A. Boyd
Mayor of Binghamton, N. Y.

Melvin A. Brannon
Chancellor, University of Montana

Desha Breckinridge
Publisher, Lexington Herald,

Heriot Clarkson
Associate Justice, Supreme Court 
of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.

Henry Sloane Coffin
President, Union Theological
Seminary, New York

Everett Colby
Lawyer, New York

Jerome T. Congleton 
Mayor, Newark, N. J.

Howard Coonley
President, Walworth Company, 
Boston

Frederic R. Coudert
Lawyer, New York City

Donald J. Cowling 
President, Carleton College, 
Northfield, Minn.

Paul D. Cravath 
Lawyer, New York

R. Fulton Cutting 
Financier, New York

Josephus Daniels
Former Secretary of the Navy, 
Raleigh, N. C.

John W. Davis 
Lawyer, New York

H. W. De Forest
Chairman, Southern Pacific R. R., 
New York

Cleveland E. Dodge 
Vice-President, Phelps-Dodge 
Corp., New York

Michael Francis Doyle
Lawyer, Philadelphia

Samuel S. Drury
St. Paul’s School, Concord, N. H.

Ralph Earle
Rear-Admiral (retired), and Presi
dent, Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

Philip G. Gossler
President, Columbia Gas & Electric
Corp., New York

Robert Hale
Lawyer, Portland, Me.

W. A. Harriman
Banker, New York

Charles Hayden
Hayden, Stone & Co., New York

Carlton J. H. Hayes
Professor, Columbia University

John Grier Hibben
President, Princeton University

G. M. Hitchcock
Former United States Senator 
Omaha, Neb.

S. S. Horn
Mayor, Easto«, Pa.

Henry H. Horton
Governor of the State of Tennessee

Alanson B. Houghton 
Former Ambassador to 
Great Britain

Edward M. House 
Houston, Texas

Herbert S. Houston
President, Cosmos Broadcasting
Company

Roy W. Howard
Chairman of the Board, 

—^Scripps-Howard Newspapers

Clark Howell
Editor, The Atlanta Constitution, 
Atlanta, Ga.

Charles P. Howland
Professor, Yale University

Walter Hullihen
President, University of Delaware

Robert M. Hutchins 
President, The University of 
Chicago

Harvey Ingham
Editor, The Des Moines Register

R. A. Long
Chairman, Long-Bell Lumber 
Corporation, Kansas City

William T. Manning 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop 
of New York

Theodore Marburg 
Former Minister to Belgium, 
Baltimore

John H. Mason 
Banker, Philadelphia

Vance C. McCormick 
Newspaper Publisher, 
Harrisburg, Pa.

Allen C. McDonald
Mayor Dayton, Ohio

William F. McDowell 
Bishop, Methodist Episcopal 
Church

John R. McLane 
Lawyer, Manchester, N. H.

Edwin G. Merrill
Chairman, Bank of New York & 
Trust Co., New York

Albert G. Milbank
Lawyer, New York

John R. Mitchell
Chairman, Federal Reserve Bank 
of Minneapolis

Paul Dwight Moody 
President, Middlebury College, 
Middlebury, Vt.

Robert Walton Moore
Former Congressman, Fairfax, Va.

Ruth Morgan
Vice-President, National League of 
Women Voters, New York

Henry Morgenthau 
Former Ambassador to Turkey, 
New York

Roland S. Morris 
Former Ambassador to Japan, 
Philadelphia

Charles Clayton Morrison

William Cooper Procter 
President, Procter & Gamble 
Company, Cincinnati

Michael I. Pupin
Professor, Columbia University

Owen F. Roberts 
Banker, New York

Lindsay Rogers
Professor, Public Law, Columbia 
University

Ralph S. Rounds
Lawyer, New York

Alexander G. Ruthven
President, University of Michigan

John A. Ryan
Catholic University, Washington

Henry P. Scott
Banker, Wilmington Trust Co., 
Wilmington, Del. e

W. Kerr Scott 
Master, State Grange, 
North Carolina

Walter Dill Scott 
President, Northwestern 
University

George J. Seay
Governor, Federal Reserve Bank 
of Richmond

Ellery Sedgwick
Editor, Atlantic Monthly

Edwin R. A. Seligman 
Economist

Henry D. Sharpe 
President, Brown & Sharpe Co., 
Providence

Kenneth C. M. Sills 
President, Bowdoin College, 
Brunswick, Me.

William S. Sims 
Admiral, U. S. Navy (retired) 
Boston, Mass.

Mrs.. John F. Sippel 
President, General Federation of 
Women’s. Clubs, Washington

Stephen B. Story
City Manager, Rochester, N. Y.

Percy S. Straus
Vice-President, R. H. Macy Co., 
New York

R. E. L. Strider
Bishop Coadjutor of
West Virginia

Charles H. Strong
Secretary, Ass’n of the Bar, City 
of New York

Simeon Strunsky
Editor

Martin B. Stutsman
Mayor, Plainfield, N. J.

Charles P. Taft, II.
Lawyer, Cincinnati, Ohio

Horace D. Taft
Headmaster, Taft School, 
Watertown, Conn.

Myron C. Taylor
Chairman, U. S. Steel Corp, 
New York

George H. Terriberry
Lawyer, New Orleans, La.

Norman Thomas
Socialist, New York

Guy A. Thompson
President, American Bar Ass’n

L. G. Tolles
^Master, Connecticut State Grange

Mrs. Frank A. Vanderlip
New York

Oswald Garrison Villard
Editor, The Nation

D. E. Waggoner
President, United Fidelity Insur 
ance Company, Dallas, Texas

Felix M. Warburg
Kuhn, Loeb & Co., Bankers, 
New York

Paul M. Warburg
Chairman, Manhattan Co., 
New York
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Samuel B. Adams
Lawyer, Savannah

Jane Addams
Hull House, Chicago

David H. Agans
Master, New Jersey State Grange

Frank G. Allen
Former Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts

Joseph S. Ames
President, The Johns Hopkins 
University

James R. Angell
President, Yale University

Frank Aydelotte
President, Swarthmore College, 
Swarthmore, Pa.

Jules S. Bache
Banker, New York

Burke Baker
President, Seaboard Life Insurance 
Company, Houston, Tex.

Newton D. Baker 
Former Secretary of War, 
Cleveland

Julius H. Barnes
President, Chamber of Commerce 
of the U. S. A., New York

Bernard M. Baruch
Financier, New York

Robert W. Bingham 
President and Publisher, 
The Courier-Journal 
The Louisville Times

Isaiah Bowman
Director, American Geographical 
Society, New York

Norman A. Boyd
Mayor of Binghamton, N. Y.

Melvin A. Brannon
Chancellor, University of Montana

Desha Breckinridge 
Publisher, Lexington Herald, 
Lexington, Ky.

Benjamin Brewster
Bishop of Maine, Portland

C. Douglas Buck
Governor of the State of Delaware

Charles C. Burlingham 
Former President, Ass’n of the 
Bar, City of New York

James Byrne
Former President, Ass’n of the 
Bar, City of New York

S. Parkes Cadman 
Clergyman, Brooklyn

Newcomb Carlton
President, Western Union 
Telegraph Company

Carrie Chapman Catt 
President, National American 
Woman Suffrage Assoc.

Ben M. Cherrington
Professor, University of Denver

Evans Clark
Director, 20th Century Fund

Stephen C. Clark
Philanthropist and Director, 
Singer Sewing Machine Co.

Heriot Clarkson
Associate Justice, Supreme Court 
of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.

Henry Sloane Coffin
President, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York

Everett Colby
Lawyer, New York

Jerome T. Congleton 
Mayor, Newark, N. J.

Howard Coonley
President, Walworth Company, 
Boston

Frederic R. Coudert 
Lawyer, New York City

Donald J. Cowling 
President, Carleton College, 
Northfield, Minn.

Paul D. Cravath
Lawyer, New York

R . Fulton Cutting
Financier, New York

Josephus Daniels 
Former Secretary of the Navy, 
Raleigh, N. C.

John W. Davis 
Lawyer, New York

H. W. De Forest
Chairman, Southern Pacific R. R., 
New York

Cleveland fe Dodge 
Vice-President, Phelps-Dodge 
Corp., New York

Michael Francis Doyle
Lawyer, Philadelphia

Samuel S. Drury
St. Paul’s School, Concord, N. H.

Ralph Earle
Rear-Admiral (retired), and Presi
dent, Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

Stanly A. Easton 
Vice-President, Bunker Hill 
Mining Co., Kellogg, Idaho

Wm. F. Faber
Bishop of Montana

Henry C. Fagal
Mayor, Schenectady, N. Y.

John S. Fisher
National Union Fire Insurance 
Co., Pittsburgh, Pa.

Harry Harkness Flagler
New York

Harry Emerson Fosdick
Clergyman, New York

Raymond B. Fosdick 
Lawyer, New York

Homer Gage
Surgeon, Worcester, Mass.

Trank E. Gannett
President, The Gannett Newspa
pers, Rochester, N. Y.

William T. Gardiner 
Governor of the State of Maine

Harry A. Garfield
President, Williams College

Philip G. Gossler
President, Columbia Gas & Electric
Corp., New York

Robert Hale
Lawyer, Portland, Me.

W. A. Harriman
Banker, New York

Charles Hayden
Hayden, Stone & Co., New York

Carlton J. H. Hayes
Professor, Columbia University

John Grier Hibben
President, Princeton University

G. M. Hitchcock
Former United States Senator 
Omaha, Neb.

S . S. Horn
Mayor, Easton, Pa.

Henry H. Horton
Governor of the State of Tennessee

Alanson B. Houghton 
Former Ambassador to 
Great Britain

Edward M. House
Houston, Texas

Herbert S. Houston
President, Cosmos Broadcasting
Company

Roy W. Howard
Chairman of the Board, 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers

Clark Howell
Editor, The Atlanta Constitution, 
Atlanta, Ga.

Charles P. Howland
Professor, Yale University

Walter Hullihen
President, University of Delaware

Robert M. Hutchins 
President, The University of 
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Y. W. C. A., New York

Arthur F. Stearns
Educator, Mt. Vernon, N. H.
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Edwin S. Webster
Member firm, Stone & Webster, 
Boston, Mass.

John E. Weeks
Former Governor of the State 
of Vermont

Wm. Allen White
Editor, The Emporia Gazette,
Emporia, Kansas

Geo. W. Wickersham
Lawyer, New York

Stephen S. Wise
Rabbi, New York

Caroline B. Wittpenn
Probation Officer for New Jersey, 
Hoboken, N. J.

Mary E. Woolley
President, Mount Holyoke College, 
South Hadley, Mass.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. cflu4t«A<>~ NARS, Date /J-/$-?$•

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 16, 1931.

You may be interested to 
note this before it goes on to 

CR.

SKH/ZMF



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By MUX* 0- NARS, Date

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 16, 1931.

You may be interested to 
note this before it goes on to 
CR.

skh/zmf



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. LI652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D)'or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 " k '
By 0. NARS, Date Aa-/j-7s-

November 18 19B1«

FW
793

In reply refer to 
KJ 793.94-FoBdiek

Mr, Raymond B, Fosdiok,
Curtis, jj*osdick and Belknap,

61 Broadway,
Hew York, New York,

Sir: (0
I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of \

ft) November 10, 1931, transmitting a copy of a petition 
which has been signed by one hundred sixty-one citizens, 

endorsing the policy which the Administration has 
followed in connection with the Manchurian problem.

I am deeply appreciative of the endorsement by so 
many distinguished citizens of the attitude which this 
Government has adopted in the face of the present 
dispute between China and Japan, and I wish to assure 
you and through you the other signers of the petition 

that the developments in the situation are being closely 
followed with a view toward seeing that the dispute is

adjusted
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adjusted by pacifie means in accordance with the 
requirements of the treaties to which the United States 
is a party.

Very truly yours.

EE: kPB:/REK 
11/13/31
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I am venturing to enclose a copy of a

petition which has been signed by one hundred 

and sixty-one citizens endorsing the policy 

which the Administration has followed in con

nection with the Manchurian problem.

F/D
EW 

FW
793.94/2779

The Honorable Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D. C.
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The President, 
The White House

November n, 1931.

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

The undersigned desire to express their hearty approval of the steps that you have taken to provide for the 
cooperation of our government with the League of Nations in its efforts toward maintaining peace in Manchuria.

We fully endorse the statement of Secretary Stimson that “The American government, acting independently 
through its diplomatic representatives, will endeavor to reinforce what the League does and will make clear that it 
has a keen interest in the matter.” We trust that this policy will be followed without qualification, that the repre
sentative of the United States will sit with the Council of the League when it reconvenes November 16, and that 
any joint action which may be agreed upon at that meeting, looking toward the just and peaceful settlement of the 
Manchurian question, will receive the wholehearted support of the American government.

Furthermore, we believe that this policy of upholding the established agencies that are working for peace 
through joint conference and action should be followed in all future crises that may threaten the peace of the world.

Yours very respectfully,

Samuel B. Adams
Lawyer, Savannah

Jane Adda ms
Hull House, Chicago

David H. Agans
Master, New Jersey State Grange

Frank G. Allen
Former Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts

Joseph S. Ames
President, The Johns Hopkins 
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President, Yale University

Frank Aydelotte
President, Swarthmore College, 
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President, Chamber of Commerce 
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St. Paul’s School, Concord, N. H.

Ralph Earle
Rear-Admiral (retired), and Presi
dent, Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute
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President, Columbia Gas & Electric 
Corp., New York

Robert Hale
Lawyer, Portland, Me.
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Banker, New York

Charles Hayden
Hayden, Stone & Co., New York
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Professor, Columbia University
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Roland S. Morris 
Former Ambassador to Japan, 
Philadelphia

Charle§ Clayton Morrison

William Cooper Procter 
President, Procter & Gamble 
Company, Cincinnati

Michael I. Pupin
Professor, Columbia University
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Brunswick, Me.
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ance Company, Dallas, Texas
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John S. Fisher
National Union Fire Insurance 
Co., Pittsburgh, Pa.

Harry Harkness Flagler
New York

Harry Emerson Fosdick
Clergyman, New York

Raymond B. Fosdick
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Sanford Stoddard
Manufacturer, Bridgeport, Conn.

Stephen B. Story
City Manager, Rochester, N. Y.

Percy S. Straus
Vice-President, R. H. Macy Co., 
New York

R. E. L. Strider
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PARIS, (FRANCE.)

Washington,

November 19, 1931.

ÎMV X 9 51

<: ! 1 I / J ।
CONFIDENTIAL FOR DAWES FROM STIMSON.

/ . \ ! I •According to the suggestion'you made over the 
telephone * this morning, ' I'give you?a'suggested'press' 

statementwhich you'may give'out'if it Zseems to/you'to 

be’helpful.' I leave I the matter'entirely 'to your discretion? 
It seems to'both tbs' President 'and me'that anysuch ' 
statement^ had better'come from/ you'in Pari s'than'from 

us'here' for the’limitation of'our’action'with the' 

League/seems to be'better'understood here'than'it is' 

by the'members of the'League'themselves:'

QUOTE. I have been directed to come to Paris for
the purpose of discussing with the representatives of

the different nations assembled here the crisis which is
taking place in Manchuria. As a signatory of the Pact 

of Paris and of the socalled Nine-Power Treaty, the 

United States is deeply interested, with its fellow 

signatories, in seeing that the lofty purpose of those 

treaties is fulfilled. It has been the hope of my 

government that a settlement in accordance with the
Enciphered by_____________________

Sent by operator___________ M., 19____
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principles of those treaties would be arrived at tirough
discussion and conciliation during the conferences in
Paris and that the presence here of a representative of

the United States would contribute to bring about a
solution through this method. The United States is of

course not a member of the

therefore cannot take part
bearing upon the application of the machinery 

of the League Covenant. Since in the present crisis 

it may be possible that such discussions may arise, it 
is obvious that my presence at the meetings of the 

Council would not only be inappropriate but might even 

embarrass the efforts of the Council itself. But the 
position thus necessarily assumed by the United States 

in no way indicates that the United States is not wholly 
sympathetic with the efforts being made by the League 
to support the objective of peace in Manchuria. The 

United States must, however, preserve its full freedom 
of judgment as to its«éMÉMM course

. UNQUOTE

S HLSiHHR OlMOir.
Enciphered by_____________________
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Since preparing the above, it has occurred to 

me that this might be issued in the form of a joint 
communique by you and M. Briand. If that idea appeals 
to you and is subscribed to by Briand, make the 

necessary, but only the necessary alterations, and 
issue it as a joint communique. Otherwise, issue 

it in its present form as your own statement.
Please: inform me immediately when this action 

is taken and give me exact text used.

Enciphered by--------------------------------

Sent by operator___________ M.t
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IS, 4 pom.

’’November IS, 1 p.m.

©wStonof

rtSut*

NOV 2 0'931

One. Confirmed Chinese reports received here this

morning confirm the retreat of Chinese troops, the .ad

vance of Japanese troops to within a short distance of 

Tsitsihar City, the departure of General Na from that 

city northerly direction on the Tsiko Railway and the 

presence in Tsitsihar of Chinese police onlj □ (?)

that no damage was done by either Chinese or Japanese 

troops to Chinese ^astern Railway property during the 

retreat and the advance. It is estimatec1 that the 

Japanese forces numbered 5,COO well equipped and the 

Chinese 20,000 badly equipped soldiers.

Two. I have in my possession one of the leaflets

F/D
EW 

793.94/2780

to

which yesterday Japanese airplanes dropped into Tsitsihar 

City. It is a mimeographed copy of an order written in 

long hand in the Russian language purporting to have been 

signed by General Tamon, commander of the second division 

of the Japanese army, in which he states that the Japanese 
army
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1231

army did not desire to fight the Heilungkiang army, which 

attacked the Japanese first, that his object is the con

quest of the real enemy (Chinese military or Soviets 

G C H), that he has no intention of damaging the Chinese

Eastern Railway he wishes to treat ^ftjfriendly way 

the police and local authorities, with whose domestic 

government he had no intention of interfering and that 

the people should attend to their usual business.

Three. The telephone message rec ived at 12 noon 

from Hailar stated that all was quiet in the town and 

in Manchuria station."

For the Minister

2NGZRT

WSB
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cogent to^£4~^ 

°MOS3I
’Partment 9f
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I have received the following manifesto from the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the request that it 

was transmitted to the American Government,
"Since the forcible occupation of various places 

in the Northeastern Provinces, the Japanese military 

authority have been frequently instigating or utilizing 

bandits, rebels and other undesirable characters to dis-

D
EW 

795

<D 
•h>

ro

co

turb local peace and order as well as organized govern

ments usurping administrative powers under the protection 

of duress of Japanese troops.

It has been lately reported that, during re-g 

cent disturbance in Tientsin created by insurgent ^iot^s
P CQ

who made use of the Japanese concession as their vise gf
zr

operations, the defunct emperor Pu Yi of the former Man-

chu dynasty was kidnapped and escorted by the Japanese 

from the said concession to Shenyang for the establishment 

of a bogus government with himself proclaimed as the em

peror.
The
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The National Government has already declared to * >
the League of Nations and the governments of friendly 

powers that the Chinese Government and people will not 
recognize any^^^j^Timnt-e institution established in sub

version of China's administrative integrity in those 

places of the Northeastern Provinces which remain under 

the occupation of Japanese troops. In the event that 

the establishment of lu Yi's bogus government is con

firmed, the National Government will regard such a gov

ernment as a seditionist institution and at the same 

time as an auxiliary organ of the Japanese Government 

in disguise, while all the acts of such a government 

which are necessarily illegal will be repudiated by the 

National Government and the entire responsibility there 

fore will be laid on the shoulders of the Japanese Gov

ernment.

Nanking November seventeenth, nineteen thirty-one

JOHNSON

CSB
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Secretary of State

Washington
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November 19, 9 a.m.

I have received the following manifesto from the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the request that it

was transmitted to the American Government.

"Since the forcible occupation of various places

in the Northeastern Provinces, the Japanese military

authority have been frequently instigating or utilizing

bandits, rebels and other undesirable characters to dis-

turb local peace and order as well as organized govern-

ments usurping administrative powers under the protection

of duress of Japanese troops.

it has been lately reported that, during the re

cent disturbance in Tientsin created bv

who made use of

operations, the

in surge nt Jjt i o s
P CQ 

as their vtsegf 
2 

defunct emperor Pu Yi of the former Man-

the Japanese concession

chu dynasty was kidnapped and escorted by the Japanese 

from the said concession to Shenyang for the establishment 

of a bogus government with himself proclaimed as the em

peror
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11AIÂ 2- from Nanking, November 9, 1

The National Government has already declared to 

the League of Nations and the governments of friendly 

powers that the Chinese Government and people will not 

recognize anyjfe^H.11 mnt-e institution established in sub 

version of ChinaTs administrative integrity in those 

places of the Northeastern Provinces which remain under 

the occupation of Japanese troops. In the event that 

the establishment of lu Yi's bogus government is con

firmed, the National Government will regard such a gov

ernment as a seditionist institution and at the same 

time as an auxiliary organ of the Japanese Government 

in disguise, while all the acts of su^i a government 

which arc necessarily illegal will bo repudiated by the 

National Government and the entire responsibility there 

fore will be laid on the shoulders of the Japanese. Gov

ernment .

Nanking November seventeenth, nineteen thirty-one

JOHNSON

CSB
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TRIPLE PRIORITY 

770, November 20 

FROM AMBASSADOR 

Press statement

Dated November 20, 1931

Rec*d 8:50 a,m.

given textually to press

"H
O m «

November 19, 6 p.m.

at 12 noon, Paris time.

SHAW

HPD

g

I
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Secretary of StST?

Washington, D. C.

MR FASFfH

2 01931

»fstil,

a of. 
AFFt

□ m

970, November 20, 9 a.m

American Consul General at Mukden reports :

"November 19, 9 p.m.

Following is substance of news released by

Japanese headquarters this evening:

Russians have taken no action as a result of

Tsitsihar action. Japanese forces entered Tsitsihar 

at noon. Chinese troops are retreating in disorder 

north of Tsitsihar. Fourth Brigade of Japanese 

troops will arrive Mukden tomorrow."

793.94/2783

HID

For the Minister

ENGERT
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Washington,
November 20, 1931,

FOR AMBASSADOR'pAWES>
<CFor your information and.confidentiel as to source.

One. In a\telegram, dated November 19\ the American 

Consul General at Mukden Estates that Japanese headquarters 
announced that Japanese forces\entered\Tsitsihar At noon' 
on November 19<apd that \he Fourth Brigade of Japanese .troops^ 

would arriveXat Mukden on November 20l|
Two .\ In a'telegram, dated November\18,xthe American 

Consul Genetai at Harbin Reports that\a Chinese official\has'' 
confirmed the report ihat on November 11 the provincial 
Governmënt for Kirin ^Province\was^stablished at Pijnhisien,\ 

thirty>miles east of Harbin^ and that all the laws and orders 
issued by the’Central Government^and the Èirin Provincial^ 
Government^before\ September 21^are still\in forced The 

/ 1 ; . < 'x , 
Consul General states that the Kirin ex-officials'did not

■ / / Z
take this step weamy because they feared bombing by / ï.» y7- / / i
Japanese airplanes and that evidently General Ma s resistance 

z z ’ / z f
to the Japanese has encouraged them to take this step.

%FE:MMH:JIEK '
Enciphered by

Wf)
Sent by operator —

Index Bu.—No. 50.
V. s. GOVERNMENT PRISTWe OrflCI: 1M»
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Reuter report

Rac’d 8:55 a,

20, 7:00 p.

Datc-d November 20, 1031

o.

Departm-n

ES SENTTÔ 
ANDM. I.D.

from Nanking, 19th;

"General Chiang Kai Shok has announced that he is

proceeding immediately to Manchuria. He announced this 

decision at secret session of fourth National Kuomintag

Congress. Speaking with emotion he declared that he

793.94/2784

V2 0Î93I

H
O m

must fulfill his duty and obligations and prove his 

loyalty to his country and to Kuomintang by proceeding 

immediately to North China... Upon his making this announce

ment the delegates rose bodily and spontaneously in 

silent solemn tribute to him. It is understood that an 

important resolution will be submitted by Foreign Affairs

Commission at t^gjjrw^s session of Congress".

Similar item has appeared in business press 

is not clear whether he said "Manchuria" or only

China1!,

For the Minister

WSB 2NGERT
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TRANSATLANTIC TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY STIMSON 
AND GENERAL DAWES, PARIS, NOVEMBER 19. 1931. 11:00._________ _

SECRETARY: Hello Dawes. Yes, I can hear you all right. 
I just this minute received your telegram asking me to call 
you.
DAWES: Did you get my telegram after I saw Sir John Simon? 
SECRETARY: I got your telegrams 762 and 763 and they give 
me the story you got from Matsudaira and it gives me the 
substance of what took place in the meeting of the League 
Council this morning.
DAWES: I have your 569. 
SECRETARY: What is that? 
DAWES: I want to give you my ideas, which I think are your 
ideas, conveyed in part of your telegram No. 569. The 
situation has developed so that it seems to me absolutely 
essential that this Government should maintain its position 
along the lines of your idea in 569 and clear up this situ
ation. It isimpossible for the League to clear it up. The 
League is at present working on opposing views. 
SECRETARY: You gave me those opposing views in your 763. 
DAWES: It is perfectly evident that our Government’s in- 
fluence comes from that independent stand and it is to its?

So interest to have it still maintained. Without any question 
it is a big help. The League people here are now very 
anxious to call me in over there and the situation, as it 
has been submitted to me, is that the League doesn’t know 
all that I know because Sze has come to me with the position 
he is willing to take. The League is discussing much the 
same proposition but there is some difference of opinion 
and in some way I think that you have got to make a state

ment
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ment for them in which you outline, as you say, that this 
situation which Japan has created is not going to change for 
the better but only get worse so you are protecting yourself 
in the matter of the public opinion - in the matter of the 
United States interceding in the matter and maintaining also 
in the public mind, the fact that you are maintaining inde
pendence of judgment of action. If I should go over to the 
League in any capacity, we then will be in the position of 
playing up to the League and agreeing with it and the 
League is going to lead us nowhere. They are going to bring 
pressure upon me. I have an appointment to see Briand at 
6:30 tonight and what he is going to do is to invite me 
over there. Briand does not know that Sze came to me with 
a proposition which they propose putting to the League re
garding invoking Article 11; they propose to then start 
action under Article 15 and that action being proposed, 
they will tell the League to invite me. 
SECRETARY: That is just the time you ought not to be 
there because that means that they are going to take up 
the question of sanctions.
DAWES: Yes, I agree. - would do nothing except that they 
would come to us for our advice.
SECRETARY: I will tell you for your confidential guidance 
that in case the League should take up the proposal of an 
embargo by the League, I have no doubt that this Government 
would do its best not to interfere with that embargo but 
I don’t want to have it announced before hand. I don’t want 
to have that announced until after the League has done its 
own action and I doubt whether it is advisable for the League 
to go on with an embargo but in case they should -

I am
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DAWES: I am going to read you a statement. It is evident 
to me that for your own protection and for the protection 
of our independent position it is desirous for you to make 
some statement of the case up to this time and then say what 
you will about the League - about the United States support 
of the policies of the League and the force of public opinion 
so far as it is not inconsistent with our treaty rights or 
something of that sort. But then make it perfectly clear 
that your action will be taken in cooperation with the League 
if their action is conducive in your judgment to settlement. 
You are still independent to make a decision as to what ex
tent you are willing to cooperate with the other Governments 
against Japan; that if I go over there the United States 
just falls in with the League program and that leaves the 
enemies of the whole situation in the United States and 
elsewhere to count us out in their calculations. What I 
want to suggest is that you make a statement - I think you 
should get out a statement. I think that if the request 
for me to come over is given, in which Briand is going to 
join, we should have a statement as to what our action is 
going to be. If we are going to make such a statement, make 
a statement first and if they get the statement first, then 
we would be looked upon more or less and yet you can make 
your statement so that we sustain fully the general policies 
of the League but do not confine ourselves to the program 
necessarily of the League. They are going to get into such 
a mess. They have got to wait for this decision which they 
think important and the United States can not afford to wait 
to have this decision applied in effect by the League. In 
our relations as one of the League, instead of the position

that
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that we will take action absolutely independent of the 
League but cooperating with it, seems to be reasonably con
ducive to the interests of the situation for peace. 
SECRETARY: Let me say something to you. 
DAWES: I will read you the proposition. 
SECRETARY: What proposition is this?
DAWES: I am reading you the proceedings of the Council as 
taken in the sessions of the League held this afternoon. 
It was a private meeting of twelve members of the Council. 
Briand reported that the two parties named are exceedingly 
opposed and that it might be a loss of time to make further 
efforts. Japan believes that there could be no evacuation 
until there was an accord. The Chinese refuse to pay for 
evacuation at a high price. It seems impossible to still 
hope for conciliation. Should they go into the question of 
the time and conditions.....could they relate to one line 
or the other. You should make a statement of the situation. 
Lord Cecil is not here - he is in London. The Council was 
proceeding toward unanimity and no unanimity has prevailed 
since September 30th. There now seems absolutely........
discuss.
SECRETARY: If you lower your voice I can hear you better. 
DAWES: If there was a public meeting where both sides could 
state their views....world opinion had a right to be in—
formed. Thereafter a small committee was appointed to draft 
a report for the next public session and bring in all that 
had been done under Article 11. This article is mediatory. 
The Council can act only with agreement of the parties. 
Article 11 was then exhausted. It might be best to explain 
the facts and to consider what steps would next be taken. 

General Dawes asked whether any contact had been made with him
Who
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SECRETARY: Who made this question? 
DAWES: The Chairman. Briand said that General Dawes had 
assured him at the outset that they had thought it best, as 
he had said in the first public meeting, that the United 
States would continue its cooperation with the League for 
the preservation of peace. He had explained that he had no 
desire to take part in the meetings but that if at a given 
moment the Council wished him to take part, he would be glad 
to consider the suggestion. That up to now the meetings had 
been undetermined and Briand had not considered it necessary 
to invite him to come. Now, however, the Council believes 
that the moment had arrived when he could be invited before 
it - even today. In addition to the statement, he had seen 
a good deal in the press particularly the American press in 
connection with the nine power treaty which permits of con
firmation should the Council consider this also. But in any 
case agreed that he might see General Dawes today. The 
members of the Council received the Japanese statement as to 
the relation between evacuation and the signing of an accord. 
The Council would certainly have in mind the commission but 
also promises the League that our efforts in invoking that 
article.,..... If the Council could get a definite promise
but it was not sure that Dr. Sze would consent to this project 
The situation is getting worse. He then therefore"went to 
see General Dawes at once. Japanese reply.....and try to
add to it and if he considered it, China is willing to con
tinue under Article 11. Von Burro agreed with this view
point. He thought it wise that they did not take action 
at all - every last avenue was destroyed. The Secretary 
General brought out that should the American Government 
agree to General Dawes*s presence there they should consider 
whether that should take place in the formal council or at

the
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the private discussions. The latter presence, however, would 
be less important.

I will now read you what Dr. Sze brought in here this 
morning. He is the Chinese member.

"Confirming my conversation with you of this morning, 
I beg to state that my suggestions are as follows:

"First: Increasing military activities from November 
16; heavy fighting north of the Nonni River. This was 
understood to have been made in Washington and London and 
created a new situation. This situation was made clear 
last night when Yoshizawa told the Council that it is in

sisting upon..... to China and direct negotiation on mili
tary occupation. This policy is an open violation of 
Japan*s treaty obligations and means the closing up of the 
Washington Nine Power Treaty and shuts the open-door in 
China which is a flat defiance of America's traditional 
policy in Japan.

"Two: Mr. Stimson's note of October 18 to the Council 
declares that the United States will bring forward the Nine 
Power Treaty and the Pact of Paris 'if the time should come 
when it would seem advisable.*

"Three: I am of the opinion that this time has now 
come. I am proposing to suggest to the Council that it 
appoint a committee to study the whole situation in the 
light of the Nine Power Treaty and the Kellogg Pact. The 
United States should be invited to join in this committee. 
In this way it would seem that the United States would be 
able to act effectively and concurrently with the members 
of the League and at the same time maintain independence 
of action. There seems to be some misunderstanding on the 
part of the members of the Council as to the attitude of 
the United States with the result that the Council has not
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taken possibility if the main purpose to these the
United States would agree This illustrates the urgent
need of facilities

That is Szefs memorandum. He is perfectly right. The
Council can not take any position at all until they know
what the position of the United States is. If we go over
there and join them..
SECRETARY: It strikes me that the way to meet that situ
ation is not by an announcement by us on the line that you
spoke of because I have made many such announcements. It
is perfectly clear here. I have again and again eaid that
we would follow the general objective of the League, re
serving our independence of judgment of action. I can say
that again but it is no more than I have said several times
I should say off-hand that the way for you to meet the 
problem that is now put up to you about this invitation to
go and meet with the
not with the League
your rooms, with the

League, would be to have a conference 
but somewhere else, if necessary in 
same gentlemen representing the dif

ferent countries where you could talk just as freely. That 
would make the necessary stage difference between going in 
to their meeting of the League and in that you have got to 
keep separate. The thing I don t want to have played up 
here is that you take any part in the League action 
particularly now that they are reaching the point of dis< 
cussing sanctions, 
DAWES: That is perfectly right. 
SECRETARY: It seems to me you ought to be able to reach 
that point of common counsel in a different way. It is 
merely a matter of stage setting, so to speak, something 

that
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that will prevent the newspapers from misrepresenting you. 
You are in Paris for the purpose of conferring with all of 
these men, the representatives of the Governments. The 
only danger comes from misrepresenting your conferences with 
them as a participation in the League conferences. I should 
think you could arrange that. This is only a suggestion - 
in inviting them to confer with you.
DAWES: That is the point, whether they would consider that 
consistent. The first thing in their mind over here is pre
serving the League. 
SECRETARY: We have got to preserve our own position. 
DAWES: I am sure if I can’t go over there as one man to 
meet twelve they as twelve would not come over to meet me. 
SECRETARY: Then try some neutral place.
DAWES: That would create a wrong impression again. 
SECRETARY: I don’t want to afront their dignity but think 
it over and discuss informally some way of choosing a 
neutral place which would avoid the misunderstanding. I 
think you must insist on this. 
DAWES: I do not think — 
SECRETARY: They were the ones who made the trouble at Geneva 
and they must therefore not repeat it now. I should think 
you could find some way of conferring and even discussing it. 
DAWES: They have been conferring with me. I have seen 
Briand a number of times. I have seen Simons. Matsudaira 
comes here. Cecil comes here but the trouble is that the 
question in their minds, which seems more important than the 
settlement of this dispute, is to preserve the dignity of 
the League and clear up over the World the indication that 
the United States should now come in behind the League. 
SECRETARY: You are not there to do that.

I will
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DAWES: I will have to tell Briand so. 
SECRETARY; I am afriad you will if they insist on it. You 
are there to confer with the representatives of those dif
ferent nations on the situation which is now existing in 
Manchuria and they have got to meet us on a basis which will 
avoid misunderstanding.
DAWES: Row that is one thing. When the United States Govern 
ment does that it means something. I think you ought to say 
that and say that you have instructed me. Say that I am here 
for a conference with the members of the League individually 
just as I s aid in my statement and that you have instructed 
me not to attend those meetings, in order not to have that 
action misconstrued as it might be and that we reserve the 
right of independent decisions. It could be framed in these 
words.
SECRETARY: I can try that if you think it will help you. 
DAWES: It will be looked....... after what I said to
Briand;
SECRETARY: I don’t want to give it out in any given in
struction to you in the form of a communication to the 
press. I think rather to send it as a telegram to you; 
then you can give it out if you want to.
DAWES: That won’t help me any. I might say....put them 
off for they all come around and they all understand that 
I am not going to say anything at all. This evening I am 
going to see Briand. Make the words read that I construe 
the attitude of our Government as that - and myself decided 
that — the attitude of our Government was to cooperate 
in every possible way with the League but we reserve the 
right to take full rights of action independently upon our 

judgment
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judgment as to what constitutes our own interest in the 
situation.
SECRETARY: I can read you a statement I gave out the last 
time. I can give it from memory. I am sending for it now. 
DAWES: They used your words. You have said that the United 
States was not attending the meeting itself because the 
United States is not ready to decide to what extent it can 
give cooperation with the other powers against Japan. Those 
are your exact words. 
SECRETARY: I don't remember that. 
DAWES: What is the decision of the United States as to the 
extent to which it will cooperate with thè other powers and 
that statement of yours makes it more impossible and dif
ficult for us to go there because it is going to be said 
that we have made a decision and they are going to want to 
know what it is if we have made a decision to cooperate 
with the League and if I go it will put the Government in a 
wrong position. I haven't thought of any formal words.
I think probably - just as you say - that it is better for 
me to make some statement and I don't want to make any 
statement until I have decided upon the words with you. 
It is a very delicate thing. We don't want to offend the 
sensibilities of the League, yet we don't want to say some
thing that will destroy our present position of indepen
dence . 
SECRETARY: This is what I said so far as I can recollect 
it. This was the shortest statement I made. It covered 
the general points about which you are talking. I said 
the attitude of this Government is unchanged; we are acting 
independently and reserving full independence of judgment 

as to
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as to each step to be taken. We are endeavoring to support 
the general objective of the League, namely, the préserva— 
tion of peace in Manchuria.
DAWES: Here I have a statement the way it came over. 
Secretary Stimson gave an emphatic denial that the Japanese 
Ambassador had been given assurances that the United States 
is not following the League of Nations....... decided upon
the economic boycott of Japan. He added that if General 
Dawes had given out at the Council of the League...... the
reason was that the United States is not ready to make a 
decision as to how far it is willing to go in assisting 
against Japan.
SECRETARY: That is not my phrase. No, that is something 
somebody else has made up. I do not remember ever using 
that last phrase that you have just quoted "that we have 
not yet made up our minds". I have never said anything 
like that. My position has always been that the United 
States can not commit itself before hand to adopt a policy 
of cthe League before that policy has been adopted. 
DAWES: That is right.
SECRETARY: That is what I mean when I say that we reserve 
our independence of judgment until the time of action 
takes place.
DAWES: That is right. The part I can say after my talk 
with Briand...... See if I can not take that myself as an
instruction from the State Department and that in my judg
ment I would because of this conception of the attitude of 
the United States.
SECRETARY: I do not quite get that last.

Mr. Dawes
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DAWES: Mr. Dawes said in his statement, I am to call on 
Briand at 6:30; that he had discussed with M. Briand the 
matter of his attendance at these meetings of the Council 
of the League. Ambassador Dawes said that he had informed 
M. Briand that the United States...... That it was his
clear understanding that this Government reserved inde
pendence of judgment until the time of action by the 
League. He said that his presence here has enabled both 
members of the League and himself to have every opportunity 
for the discussion of such matters as were of mutual concern 
to the League and to the United States. He stated also that 
in order that there might be no public misconception of this 
position of the Government, that he had decided that it was 
not best for him to attend the meetings of the League. 
SECRETARY: Let me call you up again in a little while. In 
the meantime I will try to draw up something here. I want to 
try a hand at something either as a statement or an instruction 
DAWES: You have a statement in mind.
SECRETARY: I have that clearly in mind. Can you wait long 
enough for me to ask you a question?
'DAWES1 Matsudaira was in here just a little while ago to say 
that he had a telegram from his Government suggesting that 
the League appoint a commission to study the status quo of 
the situation. He is very anxious that the League appoint 
a committee under Article 15. He is anxious to have his 
government make that recommendation. 
SECRETARY: He is anxious what?
DAWES: He has got no idea at all whether his government 
will let him do that and I don’t think there is any chance 
of there doing it.

Here
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SECRETARY: Here is the situation as we see it. Beginning 
with September 18th there was a government in Manchuria which 
was not a very good government but it was the regular
acknowledged government by China; namely, the government of 

Chang Hsueh-Liang. Beginning on that daythe young Marshal
the Japanese Army has deliberately set out to destroy that
government and it has done so very effectually. It has
attacked it wherever it had forces regardless of the railway
zone or the treaty limits for the Japanese forces, and it
has culminated its action by going way up into northern
Manchuria and attacking Tsitsihar just for the purpose of
destroying the last remaining force of Marshal Chang, All

of the talk about protecting nationals has been shown to
be mere bunk. So far as the army is concerned it has been
an intelligent and deliberate drive to destroy the existing
Chinese government of Manchuria. That can not now be
effectively denied and that act amounts to a complete
violation of the Kellogg-Briand Pact and a complete violation
of the Nine-Power Pact. That is our view today That is
the view which we have on top of this situation You re-
port from Matsudaira, and what Matsudaira says is confirmed
so far as it goes by what we hear from Tokyo, that the army
is entirely out of hand and is running the show in Japan,
That makes a situation where any results of future discus-
sion by the League seems very hopeless It does not look
as if there was any reasonable chance of a settlement, in
the near future anyhow. The only thing that has been sug-
gested by the President, in a talk I had with him to-day
which might crystallize the issue and make it affirmative
would be if China would appoint some new viceroy or governor

for
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for Manchuria in the place of Marshal Chang. I see many 
objections and impossibilities to that because I do not 
think they could get one and it would make a row between 

*

China and Marshal Chang, who still retains some power, but 
I wanted you to know that that was in the President^ head 
as the only solution he could see for a constructive solu
tion instead of a purely negative one. If such a thing 
could be done, if China could be induced to select a new 
ruler of Manchuria and then Japan afterwards endorse it, 
it might be possible to work a constructive solution out 
of it, but I do not myself see any chance of that. 
DAWES: I do not, because Sze says that public sentiment 
is very greatly aroused and they can not afford to make 

V 
any concessions.
SECRETARY: That being so, and going back to the original 
position, it is rather our opinion now that it would be 
worse for the world, for us to do anything which would 
condone what Japan has done that it is to stand off and say 
in some way or other and by some act or other that we dis
approve of that action. This is confidential for you. We 
do not see how we can do anything more ourselves as a govern 
ment than to announce our disapproval and to announce that 
we will not recognize any treaties which may be forced by 
Japan under the pressure of military occupation. We do not 
ourselves believe in the enforcement of any embargo by our 
own government, although we would not probably in any way 
allow our government to interfere through the fleet with 
any embargo by anyone else. We believe an embargo is a 
step to war and if an embargo is decided upon by the League, 
it would be very likely for that embargo to lead to war.

That
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DAWES: That is what Sze wants to do, 
SECRETARY: Yes Sze would like very much to get all of the 
nations of the world in war with Japan., 
DAWES: Exactly.
SECRETARY: We have no sympathy with that and we do not ins
tead to get into war with Japan, 
DAWES: Simon's position was that he wants to go to the 
limit, 
SECRETARY: We do not want to discourage them from going 
ahead with that if they want to, but we do not want in any 
way to tie ourselves up to it because our principles are 
entirely different. That is the line which you must fol
low. We will not do anything to discourage their taking 
action under Article 15 and 16 of the.League if they want 
to. Confidentially, though you must not say this before
hand, I do not anticipate that this Government would allow 
its fleet to do anything to interfere with such an embargo 
if it was imposed. In other words, if that was done we 
would stand aside and not interfere with it and I think 
very likely a good many of our people would sympathize with 
that embargo and it would reduce the trade of Japan with 
this country. That would be entirely unofficial - not an 
act of government. So far as the Government is concerned, 
the only act we see we could do would be to publish the 
papers and the correspondence, announce our disapproval of 
the action of Japan, possibly calling it a violation of 
these treaties and then announce as we did in 1915 that we 
would not recognize any treaties that were created under 
military force, 
DAWES: It is very evident that if the League proceeds

under
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under Article 16 that your position is going to be a little 
different from the other members of the League.
SECRETARY: It will be entirely different and for that reason 
I do not want to have you sit in the League while they are 
discussing those problems.
DAWES: If I say that I have been instructed not to sit in 
the meetings,.... If I go and sit with the League it would 
create the impression that we are going to follow the League 
all the way through. Therefore, I think that there is a 
better way; that I had better put this statement to Briand 
and to the press and so word it that it states your position 
freely, as you suggested, yet indicates that our ........
although you have different authority, it was the best of 
my judgment as to whether I should go over to the meetings 
and explain. But it is not necessary. It is useless anyway 
as compared with just what I could do outside. If I could 
give that impression, that will carry out the principal 
statement and everybody would recognize that you do not 
want to take these steps until you know the action of the 
League. There would be no harm done to the League or to 
anybody else if we do not go. I would like to sit down for 
a half hour and think over something of that sort and would 
like to have you write out something at the same time but 
the one trouble is that I have to see Briand at 6:30 and it 

,• is now 5:30.
SECRETARY: You have my statement of my position already 
so that if it becomes necessary for you to use it you can 
use it, namely, by saying that we have been trying to sup
port the general objectives of the League while we still 
reserve our independence of action and of judgment.

I have
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DAWES: I have this statement of y burs here. I believe I 
nan have something ready in ten or fifteen minutes or so. 
SECRETARY: We will try to call you back. I want to be 
able to try something myself.
DAWES: The only trouble is that it takes so long to put the 
call through and I have to see Briand at half past six. 
SECRETARY: Make what arrangements you can with the tele
phone company. Can’t you postpone your talk with Briand 
if necessary. We will be through ih a few minutes. We 
will call you again as quickly as we can, but I will have 
to speak to the President myself. Have Shaw take the mes
sage and follow you over there if you have to go and give 
it to you.
DAWES: I can postpone it with Briand. 
SECRETARY: Postpone it with him. That is best.

S: HHR: VGN
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TRANSATLANTIC TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY 
STIMSON AND GENERAL DAWES. PARIS, NOVEMBER 19, 1931.3:45.

SECRETARY: Hello, is that you General Dawes. General, 
I have cabled you some instructions on that subject of 
what you should do in regard to these meetings in a form 
which you can discuss with M. Briand. I have also tele
graphed in a separate cable a suggested press statement 
that you might give out, either alone or as a joint 
statement with Briand. That last, however, is for your 
full discretion. We are not anxious here for any press 
statement.
DAWES: You have cabled another press statement which 
either I am to give out alone or with Briand?
SECRETARY: Yes, just as you like. You need not give it 

out at all unless you want to but the instructions which 
I sent you are of a nature for you to show to Briand in 
confidence just to make clear to him exactly our position. 
They do not seem to understand it quite as well as I would 
like to have them so I have sent that to you. Let me go 
on. I have talked this matter over with the President and 
he fully concurs with everything that I said to you about 

Êt
u (Jour position. As I told you our own attitude is limited 

by the treaties to which we are parties. Those treaties 
provide for only the sanction of public opinion and not 
for any sanctions by economic or military forces and those 

will be the guide of our own Government. 
DAWES: I don*t get that last sentence. 

SECRETARY: Those principles will guide our action as a 

government but if the others choose to go ahead under the 
League with their particular sanctions, we shall, of course 

do nothing to oppose it or interfere with it
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which you can discuss with M. Briand. I have also tele
graphed in a separate cable a suggested press statement 
that you might give out, either alone or as a joint 
statement with Briand, That last, however, is for your 
full discretion. We are not anxious here for any press 
statement.
DAWES: You have cabled another press statement which 
either I am to give out alone or with Briand?
SECRETARY: Yes, just as you like. You need not give it 
out at all unless you want to but the instructions which 
I sent you are of a nature for you to show to Briand in 
confidence just to make clear to him exactly our position. 
They do not seem to understand it quite as well as I would 
like to have them so I have sent that to you. Let me go 

on. I have talked this matter over with the President and 
he fully concurs with everything that I said to you about 
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our position. As I told you our own attitude is limited 

by the treaties to which we are parties. Those treaties 
provide for only the sanction of public opinion and not 

for any sanctions by economic or military forces and those 

will be the guide of our own Government. 
DAWES: I don’t get that last sentence. 

SECRETARY: Those principles will guide our action as a 
government but if the others choose to go ahead under the 
League with their particular sanctions, we shall, of course, 

do nothing to oppose it or interfere with it.
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DAWES: That is what you are expressing in this confidential 
statement for Briand -
SECRETARY: I am stating it for you and you can use your 
discretion in letting them know what our position is.
But I don*t want to put that in writing. If the League 
goes ahead, what we shall do is to publish, of course, our 
notes and make our position perfectly clear after the 
League has acted » immediately after.
DAWES: Do I understand that you are publishing this note 
you are sending to me after the League has taken its 
action.
SECRETARY: No. No. I mean the notes between the United 
States and Japan.
DAWES: I understand.
SECRETARY: I mean for two months I have been keeping 
everything quiet in an effort to give the Japanese Govern
ment an opportunity to get the control of the Army. Our 
public opinion has not been educated on it at all but if 
there comes to be a show-down between the League and Japan, 
I shall make our position perfectly clear so that there 
will be no danger of it being misunderstood as not sympathetic 
with the League.
DAWES: Yes I understand. Mr. Secretary, let me understand 
are you cabling to me an instruction as to - 
SECRETARY: Those instructions are merely as to sitting in 
the Council. I can read it to you if you like.
DAWES: That is what I mean. I want to know because of what 
has happened at this time. At 6:30 Sweetser came over from 
Briand*s office and said that he was not feeling well; that 
he expected to sit up until I came and suggested that I come

at
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at 11;00 o*clock tomorrow instead of 6:30 o'clock tonight. 
SECRETARY: I think that is much better because by that 
time you will have my cables and there is no need of me 
reading them to you now.
DAWES: At nine o'clock the newspaper men come up here and 
they get everything from the Council chamber. It is a 
secret meeting but they always get it and they know that 
the matter of my being invited was being discussed and they 
know too that Briand was to see me about that tonight. I 
don't want to tell them that I have instructions not to 
attend because that thing must not come until M. Briand has 
had a chance to talk to me and make a statement.
SECRETARY: You had better ’soft pedal it. The instructions 
are a sort of guide to you in your talk with Briand. They 
also are to constitute a record of our reasons in the future 
for history. The instructions are the record instructions; 
they are to make the record of this matter.
DAWES: This is what will happen with Briand as soon as he 
knows that I can not come to the meeting. He will probably 
make a statement as he did at the first meeting when he 
sent over a copy of what he was going to say and suggested 
to me that I make any changes I saw fit. What he said about 
what I said when I came here. He talked about represent 
tation and I talked about consultation and things like that. 
A Japanese statement was designed to explain to the public 
that this form of negotiation It stated that
the invitation was extended a long time ago although the 
conditions were changed and that the United States Goverib- 
ment had sent me here and that I felt that I could be on 
hand to talk independently with members of the League. It 
may be that he may want to make some sort of a statement 

to that effect.
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SECRETARY: Let him make it, that is his business. 
DAWES: I understand that I am not to make any public 
statement.
SECRETARY: We think here that it might be possible for you 
and Briand to make a joint statement which will show that 
there are no cross purposes between you but I leave that 
to you and you can use your discretion in that. I think 
that you will find the language of my suggested press 
statement very possibly useful to you. You can use that. 
DAWES: You have made a suggestion as a press statement. 
SECRETARY: I have sent you two cables to use in any way 
you like either as a press statement only or it could be 
modified into a joint statement between you and Briand. 
DAWES: I understand that. It is a great relief. 
SECRETARY: You will get two cables. One with the in
structions which is not for publication but for use with 
Briand privately and the other is the suggested press 
statement which I spoke of.
DAWES: That is fine - that takes care of my troubles. 
When I went over to see Briand and told him I could not 
come — What he decided to do is to make a statement 
then about my attitude that he made at the beginning of 
the League and if invited I would be compelled to make 
a statement of this sort. He wants to get out that old 
statement. After you called me Mr. Sze called to see me. 
He is not going to do anything although he has talked to 
Briand. He has agreed to do just what I say about it and 
he is acting very nicely about it. 
SECRETARY: That is Briand or Sze?
DAWES: Sze.
SECRETARY: Be careful with him.
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DAWES: Matsudaira came in to see me an hour ago. He had 
received a telegram from the Japanese Government saying 
that they were sending a message to him about that recom
mendation. He doesn*t have it yet but the recommendation 
is to the effect that Japan consents to the League*s 
appointment of a commission to examine into the situation. 
In other words, the Japanese Government agreed that the 
same action can be taken now as the League proposed under 
Article 15.
SECRETARY: Will they stop fighting in the meanwhile? 
DAWES: I donrt know about that.
SECRETARY: That isn*t much good unless they do that. 
DAWES: I don*t think they will stop fighting. That is 
Briand*s idea. He will not consider the recommendation 
from Matsudaira but Matsudaira is very anxious. He 
says that if the League appoints a commission under 

/'Article 15, that his Government will It is not
going to do any good. He said he would be fearful of what 
would happen. It is so unsettled. He is going to make an 
effort to get Matsudaira*s proposal coupled with the 
proposition for an armistice and then carry it out. I 
have just had information as to the situation between 
Matsudaira and the League but we have nothing to do with 
that.
SECRETARY: I donrt think anything will come of these sug
gestions of Matsudaira. The thing has gone too far.
DAWES: I agree with you.
SECRETARY: And what I want you to understand is that if the 
League goes ahead, we expect not to interfere with it in any 
way and so far as the marshalling of public opinion can do

to
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to back it up by the public opinion of this country and it 
is the view of the President that if the League should act • 
and we should publish our papers, the support of our public 
opinion would be overwhelming.
DAWES: I don’t get that.
SECRETARY; I say the President thinks that if the League 
should go ahead on this present situation and on the record 
of what the Japanese Army has done and we should publish 
what we know about it, the support of American public opinion 
would be overwhelming. Very strong.
DAWES: Yes. I am not going to tell the newspaper men 
anything at all. I will see them again after I have seen 
Briand.
SECRETARY: That is a good way.

S:HHR: VGN



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date /?-?$•

I



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. H652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date

zffrtmffl 1 .LÜBDIHU «>iii«lt



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 116^2, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0» NARS, Date



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. H652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date /3-/?-?$•

2718 THIRTY-SECOND STREET

WASHINGTON, D. C.



DECLASSIFIED; E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(d) or (pï
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 '
By 0- NARS, Date

PREPARING OFFICE Telegram Sent ,_.m T«MTOÀM.M1TO„
WILL INDICATE WHETHER T0 BE TRANSMITTED

q0||e t -------------------------- CONFIDENTIAL CODE

Charge Depart Ilf NONCONFIDENTIAL^CODE

Charge toCiL TELEGrRALî SENT
$ This telegram must be Washington,

closely paraphrased be- November 20, 1^31
fore being communicated
to âjàjrone. $ P’m«

Amembassy
a<2^Paris (France) 

fl
584. TRIPLE PRIORITY.

\ CONFIDENTIAL FOR DAWES FROM STIMSON.

i Press despatches tonight report probable agreement

I upon a neutral commission of investigators pending an 

armistice, the whole plan being agreed to by both China 

and Japan. They also report that presence of an American 

will probably be suggested. If these reports are true 

the objection which I mentioned over the telephone to an 

„ American member sitting on a commission which was acting

793.94/2785A

purely under authority of the League and against the oppo

sition of one of disputants would not apply and both the 

President and I are inclined to think American membership 

might be very desireable. Of course I shall want to 

know details, scope of commission’s activities, terms of 

reference and any reservations that may be made by any 

party before making decision to participate.

STIMSON
ATK
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CONFIDENTIAL. FOR DAWES FROM STIMSON.

The following is a brief statement of -the position of this 
/ v , ■ / /

Government- in'directing you'to go to Paris. You can use it 

as an explanat ion 'of your' position to Briand "so far as you, 

in your discretion, deem advisable.

”1 have directed you to go to Paris for the purpose of 

discussing with the representatives of the different nations

meeting there the crisis which has arisen in Manchuria. But 
is

in so doing it/necessary constantly to carry clearly in mind 

793.94/2785A

the difference between the treaty obligations of the United

States and those of the other nations meeting with you in

Paris As a signatory of the Pact of Paris and also of the so-

called line Power Treaty, the United States is keenly inter

ested that the present controversy in Manchuria should be 

settled by pacific means and that the sovereignty, the in

dependence, and the territorial and administrative integrity 

of China, of which Manchuria is a part, should be respected
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We have hoped, that at this Paris meeting a solution of these 

objectives might be arrived, at by discussion and conciliation, 

in which your presence in Paris might be helpful. The other 

nations meeting in Paris are not only interested as signa

tories of these two treaties, but they are also signatories 

of the Covenant of the League of Nations. Under that Covenant 

these nations have assumed certain obligations and rights to 

which the United States is not a party. China and Japan have 

covenanted, as members of the League, that under certain cir

cumstances the machinery provided for in various arid des of 

that Covenant should be invoked by their fellow signatories, 

but the United States is not a signatory and has no ri^it or 

obligation towards Japan or China in respect to the invocation 

of that machinery. Lt is q.uite possible that at this meeting 

in Paris the subject of the invocation of this machinery may 

become a matter of discussion or determination. The United 

States, while earnestly supporting the objective of the other 

nations, namely, of preserving peace in Ilanchuria, and while 

not desiring to in any way interfere with the discussion or 

action of tne other nations in respect to matters forming a 

part of the Covenant of the League of Nations, can not take
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part in such discussion or determination, nor can it submit 

itself to the possibility -of misconstruction in that respect. 

It must and will reserve its full freedom of judgment and of 

action in respect to any situation which may arise hereafter 

out of the conduct of the other* nations which are members of 

the League. On account of this situation it is important that 

in the exercise of your duties in Laris you should not only 

confine your conferences to matters which come within the pur

view of treaty rights ana obligations of the United States but 

that you should also carefully avoid the possibility of mis

construction and misrepresentation as to the scope of your ac

tions. We are most earnestly interested in our mutual objective 

of peace. We desire to earnestly cooperate with these other 

nations in support of their objective and shall do so, but in 

view of the fundamental difference in the obligations imposed 

by these treaties, as well as their methods of enforcement, we 

must proceed by our path independently and without confusion."

S HLS:BMS r
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 18, 1931.

Mr. Searetary:
You were inquiring about a 

statement made by Mr. Taft, in 
1907, with regard to American 
Far Eastern polioy.

I think that this is the 
statement.

RWOBlVgD

NOV 19 1931

*

SECRETARY’S OFFICE
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American Association at Shanghai in October, 1907,

Mr. Taft said:
"The policy of the Government of the 

United States has been authoritatively stated 
to be that of seeking the permanent safety and 

peace of China, the preservation of Chinese 

territorial and administrative entity, the 
protection of all rights guaranteed by her to 

friendly powers by treaty and international 

law, and, as a safeguard for the world, the 
principle of equal and impartial trade with 
all parts of the Chinese Empire. This was 
the policy which John Hay made famous as that 
of ’the open door1. By written memorandum, 
all the great Powers interested in the trade 
of China have subscribed to its wisdom and 
declared their adherence to it. The Govern
ment of the United States has not deviated in 
the slightest way from its attitude in this 
regard since the policy was announced in 1900^"

(See 609 Numerical File 1906-1910 Cases.)

SKH:EJL
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MEMORANDUM OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1931 

At the press conference this morning Secretary Stimson 

announced the release of the Foreign Service changes made 

during the past week.

The Secretary also said that he hoped to be able to give 

to the press later in the day the program of the visit of 

Signor Grandi.

SINO-JAPANESE CONFLICT

A correspondent asked if the United States and Japan had 

been working on a plan for settling the Manchurian dispute 

and if the plan would be presented at the meeting of the Coun

cil of the League next week. The Secretary asked if the cor

respondent referred to a press clipping which he held in his 

hand. (The press clipping referred to contained a story that 

Secretary Stimson had been able to reach an agreement with the 

Japanese on the Manchurian problem and that the British Minister 

of Foreign Affairs had also agreed to the plan which might be 

presented at the meeting of the Council of the League on 

Monday as a plan evolved by M. Briand.) The correspondent 

replied in the affirmative. The Secretary then said that the 

press report was not true. Mr. Stimson observed FOR BACKGROUND 

that when you have a situation like the present one in Man

churia, which is probably the most thorny and difficult kind 

of problem that there could be in the world, whefe the apple

cart of peace might be upset at any moment by some hot 

head in Manchuria, it is not likely that a forumuJaor a pro

posal of settlement could be made by one gentleman sitting in 

an armchair in one capital with another gentleman in another 

capital. This press despatch mentions a formula having been 

reached between the United States and Japan. That report is
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MEMORANDUM OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14. 1931

At the press conference this morning Secretary Stimson 

announced the release of the Foreign Service changes made

during the past week

The Secretary also said that

to the press later in the day the

ho hoped to be able to give 

program of the visit of

Signor Grandi

INO-JAPANESE CONFLICT

A correspondent asked if the United States and Japan had 
/

■ been working on a plan for settling the Manchurian dispute

and if the plan would be presented at the meeting of the Coun-

cil of the League next week. The Secretary asked if the cor-
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respondent referred to a press clipping which he hold in his

hand. (The press clipping referred to contained a story that

Secretary Stimson had been able to reach an agreement with the

Japanese on the Manchurian problem and that the British Minister

of Foreign Affairs had. also agreed to the plan which might be

presented at the meeting of the Council of the League on

Monday as a plan evolved by M. Briand.) The correspondent

replied in the affirmative The Secretary then said that the

press report was not true Stimson observed FOR BACKGROUND

that when you have a situation like the present one in Man

churia, which is probably the most thorny and difficult kind

of problem that there could be in the world, whefc the apple-

cart of peace might be upset at any moment by some hot a
head in Manchuria, it is not likely that a fortriuJaor a pro-

posai of settlement could be made by one gentleman sitting in

an armchair in one capital with another gentleman in another

capital. This press despatch mentions a formula having been

reached between the United States and Japan. That report is
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not true. The Secretary said he understood there was another 

story to the effect that we are making a proposal to the 

League of Nations. This story, furthermore, is untrue. 

Mr. Stimson here said that the above statements were FOR 

BACKGROUND AND NOT FOR ATTRIBUTION.

Asked if he had heard any of the results of the confer

ence this morning between Ambassador Dawes and M. Briand, the 

Secretary replied in the negative and said he understood that 

there was another rumor to the effect that Ambassador Dawes 

had called him on the telephone. That was characterized as 

purely rumor by the Secretary, who said that he had not heard 

from- Ambassador Dawes and that if a cable report had been 

sent he had not received it. Mr. Stimson added that he was 

sorry to nip all these incipient buds.

The correspondent stated that the Chinese in New York 

City are attempting to recruit 10,000 young aviators. He 

added that he understood that, according to Section 10 of the 

Criminal Code of the United States, the recruiting of such 

forces on our soil is prohibited. The correspondent asked 

if the State Department had any information on this subject. 

The Secretary said that some twenty-five years ago, when he 

was practicing law, he was up on such question, but that he 

had not heard of the patriotism of the young Chinese of New 

York City. The correspondent then said that he and the Legal 

Adviser, Mr. Hackworth, looked at Section 10 of the Criminal 

Code yesterday and found that it provides a fine of §1,000 

and three years imprisonment. He then asked if the State 

Department had taken any action concerning the matter or if 

such action would be taken by the Department of Justice.' 

The Secretary replied that the enforcement of those statutes 

is in thehandsof the local United States District Attorney, 

wherever the offense takes place* Mr. Stimson said, furthermore 

that that was his duty for four or five years in the Southern
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District of New York and that he was not instructed by the 

State Department or anyone else. When he received information 

that the laws were being violated he took the necessary action.' 

The correspondent then asked if, in the event that the Federal 

authorities in New York do not act, the State Department would 

call their attention to this matter. Mr. Stimson replied that 

when he acted as District Attorney he had more plausible infor

mation than that which the correspondent had just stated. He 

did not refer to the correspondent’s authority, but to the 

mere suggestion that 10,000 young Chinese are learning to fly 

in New York to go to China. The correspondent then said 

that the matter was contained in a statement issued by the 

Chinese of New York. Mr. Stimson then asked the correspondent 

to remember what he said a few days ago regarding the faculties 

of the inhabitants of China and Japan for indulging in propa

ganda.

A correspondent observed that General Honjo, who is command

ing the Japanese troops around the Nonni River bridge, charges 

that the forces of General Ma are being aided by the Russian 

Third Army. The correspondent then asked if our military 

observers had reported anything on that situation. The Sec

retary replied that he did not recall that any reports had 

been received. Asked if we have any reason for believing 

that Russia is actually aiding in China, the Secretary said we 

have only the information contained in the press.

Asked if it had yet been determined whether Ambassador 

Dawes would attend the meetings of the Council of the League 

in Paris, the Secretary said there had been no change in the 

situation as it was reported in the recent press release on 

that subject.v_We still do not anticipate that General Dawes 

will find it necessary to attend those meetings.

CANADA

A correspondent said he understood that the Canadian
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Minister was to visit the Secretary this morning in regard 

to the St. Lawrence deep waterway project. Mr. Stimson, in 

reply, said he thought he had a date with the Canadian Minister 

today, hut that he did not know what the subject of discussion

would be.

M. J. McDermott.
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MEMORANDUM OF THE. PRESS CONFERENCE, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1931 

At the press conference this afternoon Secretary Stimson 

announced the release of a speech made this morning by As

sistant Secretary Francis White at the inaugural meeting of 

the delegates of Bolivia and Paraguay, who have net at the Pan 

American Union to discuss a pact of non-aggression.

The Secretary also announced the release of a speech de

livered today by Consul General John K. Caldwell at the Oon- 

i ference on Opium Smoking in the Far East, which Conference has 

convened at Bangkok, Siam.

SINO-JAPANESE CONFLICT

A correspondent asked why, in view of the indications from 

Japan and from Ambassador Debuchi that there were no objections 

to the publication of the correspondence between Japan and the 

United States, the correspondence is being kept secret. The 

Secretary replied that the correspondence is being kept secret 

but that he did not desire to say why. He added, however, 

that a very conciliatory note was received from Japan yesterday. 

A correspondent then asked if the Secretary would couraient on 

the general trend of affairs in Manchuria. The Secretary in 

reply said, FOR BACKGROUND, that General Dawes is going to 

Paris to be available to consult if he should be needed and 

that the situation appeared to be very good. This country, 

whether it wants it or not, is a country which is looked up t 

as very influential in this situation by Japan and China and 

other nations. There is a very important meeting coming on 

next week when the representatives of the other nations of the 

world will meet and we have asked General Dawes to go to Paris 

to be in a position where he can confer, if it is wanted, with 

anyone who is interested in that situation and his presence there
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trill be of great help and will add to the hope of arriving at 

a peaceful solution of the Manchurian situation. The Secre

tary here recalled that he bad told the correspondents the other 

day, FOR BACKGROUND purposes, that he could not go into the 

details of these negotiations. When negotiations are going on 

everything that is said to the public press as to the position 

of either one of the countries freezes into print in nine cases 

out of ten and it is more difficult to get away from that than 

it is to negotiate. For that reason, it is the part of wisdom 

not to publish in the press the details of what either one says, 

back and forth. One can never tell what details will hop up to 

plague one in the negotiations. A correspondent said that, recog

nizing the justice of what the Secretary had said, he was con

strained to refer back to our first step in cooperating with the 

League and that, from what the Secretary had just said with ref

erence to the influential role the United States has always taken 

in the Orient, it occurred to him that that had been such a well 

recognized fact in the past that we appeared to have abandoned 

our traditional policy when we cooperated with the League and. 

that, recognizing that fact, we are coming back to it. Reply

ing, Mr. Stimson said that he had repeated many times, and that 
it was^a good thing to repeat over and over again, that, in 

regard to what we have done in the past, we have sought, acting 

in the independence of our own judgment and acting independently 

through the diplomatic channels, to support the movement toward 

peace-in which all of the countries of the world are interested. 

That is our common objective and our method is the one which has 

been described so many times. It is a very potent method because 

it is the United States; and that is the influence which General 

Dawes is thought to be the proper man to bring to bear at Paris. 

A correspondent said that the implication appeared to be very
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clear that Mr. Dawes actually has instructions to sit in at 

the meeting of the Council if it is required or desirable. The 

Secretary, in reply, said he preferred to let the correspondents 

wrestle with the language of the press release which announced 

that Ambassador Dawes would go to Paris to attend the meeting 

of the League Council on November 16th. Asked if Ambassador 

Dawes has any positive instructions or whether he is merely to 

wait until he .is instructed, the Secretary said that he preferred 

not to go into that, except to say that Ambassador Dawes was full; 

informed of what had occurred in the past. A correspondent said 

he assumed that no definite steps, beyond the ordinary exchange 

of conversations, would be taken prior to the meeting at Paris 

on Monday. Mr. Stimson replied that he did not anticipate any 

particular move would be necessary before the meeting in Paris. 

The Secretary then added that he had told the correspondents 

last Monday his reasons for maintaining silence concerning the 

Manchurian situation and that a number of the correspondents 

had rushed out and said that he was silent because he was pre

paring a note to Japan. The Secretary then said that if the 

correspondents were going to do that he would have to be care

ful as to what he said. Silence in a situation of this kind 

ought to be perfectly clear and it should be a notice to the 

correspondents that, at least to one interested in the success 

of the conversations, irresponsible speculation is not going to 

do any good. A correspondent then observed that lack of in

formation was largely responsible for the irresponsible specu

lation. The Sesretary replied that the correspondents’ dilemma 

had only two points, but a third one is responsible silence. 

A correspondent observed that it appeared to him that M. Briand 

had made public several of his notes and, while the Japanese 

have not made theirs public, they have told us unofficially 

that they have no objection to their publication. The corres-
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pondent added that he recognized that the Secretary could not 

make public certain documents and asked if this particular case 

was not a departure from his previous policy. In reply, the 

Secretary said that he could only assure the correspondent that 

if the time comes, which is what the Secretary is anxious for, 

that is peace in Manchuria, he will make public everything there 

is, but just at the present time such a procedure would be 

dangerous. When a thing is printed and speculated on and cir

culated throughout the world, and when feelings run high between 

disputants, people who do not want a peaceful settlement have a 

little more ammunition to use in the course of the discussions 

and debates which would work in the other direction. Asked if 

the correspondents might quote the statement that the Japanese 

reply yesterday was conciliatory, the Secretary replied in the 

affirmative. A correspondent said that he understood yester

day, from Japanese sources, that the position which Japan took 

was that the troops could be withdrawn only after Japan had 

been assured of the protection of Japanese life and property. 

The correspondent asked if that was the same position which 

Japan has maintained all along. The correspondent said, further

more, that he would like to know, as a matter of clarification, 

how that was an advance in the negotiations and why it should 

lead to optimism. The Secretary replied that there was an ad

vance toward a settlement, but that the correspondent probably 

got an untrue impression of the Japanese position. Observing 

that apparently the line between independent action and coopera

tion with the League was so finely drawn that the question 

comes up whether, in the event of League sanctions on the 16th, 

the United States could undertake any sanctions of its own in

dependently without the appearance of cooperating with the League 

the Secretary did not reply to the question but said that he 

would merely repeat again that he regarded the Japanese reply
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yesterday as conciliatory and that he was hopeful because of it.

t Asked if he anticipated the necessity* for sanctions, the Secre

tary said he hoped not. A correspondent then asked if any thought 

had been given to invoking the Nine Power Pact. Mr. Stimson, 

in reply, said that he preferred not to go any further into the 

matter. A correspondent then asked if he could use, FOR SACK- ■ 

GROUND, that the application of sanctions is not considered like

ly. The Secretary replied in the negative. The correspondent 

then said that the newspapers have been writing "sanctions" for 

about a week and that the idea appears to be uppermost in the 

minds of the people. The Secretary merely replied that he 

preferred not to comment any further on it. A correspondent 

then asked if it was not true as a matter of fact that to all 

intents and purposes the Npie Power Pact has been invoked in a 

private way in the conversations but without getting to the 

public. Mr. Stimson replied that /the treaty exists but that 

he would not discuss it any further. Referring to the announce

ment that Ambassador Dawes would go to Paris to attend the^ ? 

meeting of the Council of the League, a correspondent asked-if-*' 

that would in any way affect the relations of Mr. Gilbert with 

the League. The Secretary replied that Mr. Gilbert is Consul at 

•Geneva and that he had no expectations at present that he would 

be needed in Paris.

PANAMA

Asked if this Government is interested in the coming elec

tions in Panama, the Secretary said that there is interest in 

the Department in the elections and that we shall follow their 

course quite carefully.

CANADA '■

Asked if Ur. Walsh’s reply to the Secretary’s recent letter 

regarding the St. Lawrence Waterway had been received, the Sec

retary replied in the negative.
M. J. McDermott
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Hanson, who is very well known to the correspondents as a re

sponsible man. Mr. Hanson said in the reports that November 11 

passed quietly in the region of the N:.nni River Bridge and that 

the panic in Tsitsihar had subsided somewhat. Mr. Hanson had 

word from Mr. Tenney, our Military Attache, that the American 

Mission was safe and well and that he was leaving for Manchuria 

station. The Secretary then asked the correspondents to remem

ber what he told them a few days ago about rumors and propa

ganda, and also to remember that Manchuria is in a great state 

of ferment and that there is bound to be a great deal of ex

aggeration.

A correspondent referred to Mr, Hanson’s despatch to the 

effect that the panic in Tsitsihar subsided and said that in- 

dica ted that there had been a panic and that there apparently 

is a likelihood of fighting in or near the city of Tsitsihar. 

The Secretary replied that from the press reports the corres

pondents could get a pretty drastic picture of the conditions 

there. One report this morning said that within a radius of fifty 

miles around Tsitsihar, the area was scooped clean. A corres

pondent then asked if, in view of those reports, reliable or 

unreliable, the Secretary was still optimistic. Mr. Stimson 

replied that he was more optimistic than before. The corres

pondent then asked if he might quote the Secretary as saying that. 

NOT FOR ATTRIBUTION, the Secretary replied that he had made the 

statement yesterday for quotation and that he did not want to 

be quoted as saying that all the time. The correspondent then 
asked if there was any reason for increased.-'optimism. In rdlky, 

the Secretary said that every publication of expression madeS*» 

by him in any detail as to the course of action taken by the 

Government or its position is likely to make the situation 

more difficult. For the correspondents' CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION, 

21
)0

^*

however, the Secretary said that his optimism was based on the 

way the preparations for the negotiations have been going on.
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QANADA

A correspondent asked if there was anything new on the 

St. Lawrence Waterway project and if the Secretary had re- 

ceived Mr. Walsh’s letter. He was informed in reply that a 

courteous acknowledgment of the Secretary's letter had been 

received.

M. J. McDermott.
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order in Manchuria during recent years, the statements con
tained in the excerpts quoted hereunder, both from Japanese 
sources, are interesting and enlightening.

The first is from a book entitled "Second Report on

793 .Progress in Manchuria", published by the South Manchuria
Railway Company, and printed in Dairen over date April, 1931. -b 

( It states that "enduring peace and order" have been main- W
j tained in Manchuria. It says: (j qÿ CO

"Order in Manchuria has thus been preserved
.... without serious interruption, despite the 

frequent forays of Manchurian bandits upon isolated
i settlements. This has been achieved partly with

the aid of Japanese troops .... while the mili
tary authorities of the Three Eastern Provinces 
also played an important part in the maintenance ’a’“ 

of peaceful conditions."
The second is from a statement made in 1929 by Mr.

Matsuoka, an expert on Manchuria and the 

way. It gave a different picture.

South Manchuria I^ail-

SKH/ZMF
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"After the Russo-Japanese war, a period of tranquil
lity set in throughout the Far East. As regards Manchu
ria, enduring peace and order wexe maintained for almost a 
quarter of a century except for sporadic outbreaks, while 
revolutions, civil wars, or other political disturbances 
were unfortunately as frequent in^hina proper, after the 
establishment of the Republican regime, as at any time in 
the past. Indeed, Manchuria was the only region in the 
whole vast area of China which offered the benefits of 
peace and order to the calamity-stricken people of 
Shantung, Chihli, and Honan, who were drivai out by the 
famine, warfare, and extortionate taxation which pre
vailed especially during the civil war of 1926-8, and 
again during the frequent civil wars of 1929-30. Order 
in Manchuria has thus been preserved since the Russo- 
Japanese war, without serious interruption, despite the 
frequent forays of Manchurian bandits upon isolated 
settlements. This has been achieved partly with the aid 
of the Japanese troops, which, though stationed in the 
limited areas of the Leased Territory and the Railway 
Zone, exercised a moral weight in the preservation of 
order in Manchuria in general, while the military authori
ties of the Three Eastern Provinces also played an n
important part in the maintenance of peaceful conditions.
(From SECOND REPORT ON PROGRESS IN MANCHURIA (S.M.R.), 

page 2.) 1^-31
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As a matter of fact, the absolute necessity of 
peace and order for the development and prosperity of 

any region, and the fact that order accompanies the 
railways, is demonstrated by a comparison between those 
parts of Manchuria which are served by railways and 
those which are not. Thus, one finds that in the Japa
nese railway zone order prevails and, as a consequence, 
even the Chinese find it preferable for business and 
residence, much in the same way as they seek shelter in 
the foreign settlements elsewhere in China, and even in 
the Chinese railway areas better order is found than 
where no railways exist. In fact, in the regions where 
no railways are found and even in the areas but little 
distant from the railway lines, banditry is rife in many 
places to suoh an extent that it is dangerous to travel 

without an escort.

(Address by Yosuke Matsuoka at Kyoto Conference, 1929.)
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AM GRAY
TELEGRAM RECEIVED , „ Dr y Tientsin via.N, R.
:D ' ----------

Dated November 20, 1931

&

c*

From Rec • d S^iNT TO

Secretary of State

Washington, D

.1. AND; 4 Ï.D.

* affair

of

in

November §0, 2 p.m, ,f $tgt

The following to the Legation:

"November 20, 3 p.m. there was

firing between plain clothes men

a fresh outbreak

and Chinese police

the area near Nankai middle school this afternoon

F/D
EW 

793

0

at one o’clock, Japanese not involved. Trouble was 
(0

suppressed but it resulted in restoration of strict

martial law in Chinese areas (0

Repeated to Department and Nanking."

LOCKHART

WSB
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AM GRAY
TELEGRAM RECEIVED. . . w o .Teipmg via N. R.i

Dated November 20, 1931

Secretary of State

Washington, D. C

Rec’d 
fCOPIES SENT T 
jO.N.L AND.Y, d

Rec’d > AMvîSoâ of X 
EASWRN AFFAIRy

MOV 2 0 *931
\ Department8t SUJ* /

972, November 20, 2 p.m,

Following from American Consul General at Harbin:

"November 19, 5 p.m.

One. Yesterday Ohashi called on acting President 

of the Board of Directors Li Shao Ken and General

Manager Rudi of the Chinese Eastern Railway, informed 

them that the Japanese forces south of Anganghsi in 

order -to protect themselves had started military 

activities, that these forces had received orders 

from Honjo to respect the interest of the Chinese 

Eastern Railway and to avoid clashes with the Chine ce 

guard troops of this railway, that there was danger 

that the troops of General Ma might take advantage 

of the Chinese Eastern Railway in some way as to j 

prolong the rsonflict and thus endanger the property 

of the railway, and that 'to apssid such danger the 

railway should advise th® Taitaihar troops not to

permit
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AM 2-^972, from Peiping, Nov. 20, 2 p.m

permit themselves to take this advantage. Ohashi 

stated that both agreed to issue orders to the railway 

guard troops to take every precaution to safeguard 

railway property. Ohashi called on Soviet Consul 

Orloff whom he assured that the Japanese troops had 

no intention of harming the interests of the railway 

and upon Ting Chao, commander of the railway guard 

troops, whom he urged to prevent defeated Tsitsihar 

soldiers from coming to Harbin."

Repeated to Nanking.

For the Minister

OSB

WSB

ENGERT
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November 20, 1931 
12:40 o’clock.

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION OVER THE TRANSATLANTIC ,
TELEPHONE BETWEEN SECRETARY STIMSON AND AMBASSADOR DAWES.

Manchuria.

SECRETARY; I called you up just to clarify one or two 
things and to be sure we understood each other. Of 
course you got my statement yesterday that we would not 
put any obstacles in the way of the League's full action. 
Did you not?

DAWES: Yes, I did, and I have talked with Briand. He is 
entirely satisfied.
SECRETARY: He was satisfied with that statement?

DAWES: Entirely. I did not show him the statement I 

made to the press, but as to the other he expressed 
satisfaction and complete understanding.

SECRETARY: What I want to be clear that you do under
stand is that if the League proceeds to go on as you 
suggested in your telegrams and in your telephone con

versations - that it might go on under the other articles 
on sanctions. We will offer absolutely no obstacles to 
that at all.

DAWES: They are cleared away, I think by what you have- 
done.

SECRETARY: I mean that our position is perfectly under

stood. I do not see personally - I always hope that 
they may reach some settlement, but I do not think that 
it looks very much as if that would be the case now, and 
if they do not I see no other way that the League can 
do than to go ahead.

DAWES: That is the idea.
SECRETARY: Did you in your telephone message to me

793.94/279 
1 

1/2 
Confidential File

yesterday
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November 20, 1931. j
12:40 o’clock. ,

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION OVER THE TRANSATLANTIC J*x •
TELEPHONE BETWEEN SECRETARY STIMSON AND AMBASSADOR DAWES.

Manchuria.

SECRETARY: I called you up just to clarify one or two 
things and to be sure we understood each other. Of 
course you got my statement yesterday that we would not 
put any obstacles in the way of the League's full action. 
Did you not? 
DAWES: Yes, I did, and I have talked with Briand. He is 
entirely satisfied. 
SECRETARY: He was satisfied with that statement? 
DAWES: Entirely. I did not show him the statement I 
made to the press, but as to the other he expressed 
satisfaction and complete understanding. 
SECRETARY: What I want to be clear that you do under
stand is that if the League proceeds to go on as you 
suggested in your telegrams and in your telephone con
versations - that it might go on under the other articles 
on sanctions. We will offer absolutely no obstacles to 
that at all. 
DAWES: They are cleared away, I think by what you have- 
done. 
SECRETARY: I mean that our position is perfectly under
stood. I do not see personally - I always hope that 
they may reach some settlement, but I do not think that 
it looks very much as if that would be the case now, and 
if they do not I see no other way that the League can 
do than to go ahead. 
DAWES: That is the idea. 
SECRETARY: Did you in your telephone message to me 

yesterday
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yesterday say that you had discouraged Sze from invoking 
Article 15?
DAWES: Yes, Briand is very anxious not to have Article 
15 invoked now* 
SECRETARY: I do not think you ought to give any advice 
to him. We do not want to take the responsibility of 
any advice to him.
DAWES: I have not given any advice to him. I said to 
him that I was giving him advice not to bring us into it.
*1 told him this morning that we had no advice whatever 
to offer to him.
SECRETARY: That is all I wanted to be sure of. Certainly 
I should not give him advice.
DAWES: I was only talking to him about what he proposed 
to say about us.
SECRETARY: Certainly do not discourage him from going 
ahead.
DAWES: No, I am not going to. Not at all. The situation 
is this. Matsudaira has received from his government 
and transmitted to Briand a proposition from the Japanese 
Government recommending the appointment of a commission 
of the League, not under Article 15, but under Article 11. 
SECRETARY: That was for an investigation of China and 
not Japan.
DAWES: Of China in Manchuria.
SECRETARY: But it did not include an investigation of 
Japan in Manchuria.
DAWES: I do not know as to the wording of that. Matsudaira 
is coming to see me in a few minutes.
SECRETARY: There would be a very great difference between 
an investigation of China alone and a really full investigation

of
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of everything on the part of China and. Japan.
DAWES: Well the proposition as I understand, it is that 
a full investigation, that is as Briand has explained it 
to me, a full investigation of everything by Japan as 
well as China.
SECRETARY: That is very much more hopeful.
DAWES: In one of these telegrams we have got just what 
Matsudaira has to say. I will read it to you. 
SECRETARY: Do not read it as the telephone connection 
is not good.
DAWES: Briand is still hopeful that they will agree with 
some investigation and that they will agree to a cessation 
of hostilities. However, I do not think Sze will agree 
to that. He tells me that as long as things run along 
this way and public sentiment in his country is getting 
worse all the time, he has been moving along and trying 
to keep it satisfied. The first thing they are going 
to do is overthrow his government and mobilize troops.
I think it is a hopeless situation but Sze will ask for 
action under Article 15. I think he is going to present 
a proposition of his own tomorrow.
SECRETARY: Do you think that Sze would oppose a full 
investigation with a temporary cessation of hostilities? 
DAWES: A full investigation?
SECRETARY: A full investigation of everything that 
Japan has done as well as China.
DAWES: I do not say that he will oppose that. He does 
not feel that he would oppose that but --
SECRETARY: Would he vote against it in the Council? 
DAWES: I doubt whether he would or not. 
SECRETARY: I doubt if he would vote against it. There

is
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is a chance - I mean if Japan has come to offer a full 
and neutral investigation with a cessation of hostilities 
that is a step further than they have ever done yet.
I say, if Japan has come to the point of offering to 
support an investigation by the League of everything in 
Manchuria both on the side of Japan and on China, that 
is a further step forward than I have heard of Japan 

doing thus far at all.
DAWES: Well that is right. Matsudaira has been waiting 
for that and it has come and that will go to the Council 
for discussion tomorrow. Sze's proposition - 
SECRETARY: I think if Sze voted against that he would 
run the risk of putting himself in wrong.
DAWES: I do not think he is going to do that at all, 
and of course they are all very doubtful as to whether 
Japan can back up and do what it has agreed to, but Sze 
will allow that to be discussed, in my judgment, and 
put it through if he can possibly do it. Because of 
public sentiment, he claims his government is in danger. 
SECRETARY: The important point of that will be to have 
a fully empowered neutral commission. It must not be a 
partisan commission.
DAWES: That is right and I told Briand that. Do you 
remember, you suggested that in one of your telegrams - 
about a commission. I told him that you had been 
talking very much about that.
SECRETARY: I never thought that Japan would allow it 
from the beginning, but if she has come to that point, 
by all means that is a long step forward.
DAWES: Briand seems satisfied with your position in 
all these things and the fact that you are sympathetic

to
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to any movement on their part that they think best to 
take and. thus when it comes to the decision made on their 
part that you will of course consider what your responsi
bilities are in connection with some acts of assistance 
to the League policy, consistent with your ideas. We 
have the same situation as we have always had, except 
now we are relieved of the disadvantage of all this talk 
about whether we are coming or whether we are not coming. 
SECRETARY: That is good. Have you anything more? 
DAWES: Matsudaira is downstairs and don* t you think I 
had better send down to him to see if he has any late 
news?
SECRETARY: I will not hold the wire, but I will tell 
you this -
DAWES: I can give it to you right away. In my telegram 
No. 757 the three Japanese points are mentioned. The 
Japanese withdraw the first point. They are not making 
the second point conditional upon the first point. 
SECRETARY: The second point in that telegram as I 
understand it was merely an investigation of China and 
it did not include Japan.
DAWES: When I read it over it rather strikes me so. 
SECRETARY: I will send you a telegram. All I want to 
get over the telephone are the things we are in a hurry 
about. There is one other thing. If the League should 
order an investigation, the investigating body should 
be purely a League agency. It should not include the 
United States.
DAWES: They will want to know about that. 
SECRETARY: I am inclined to think that it is very much 
better not to have the United States on it, but to have a

purely
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purely League body. They can get plenty of impartial 
investigators from the other nations and it would carry 
great weight provided it was purely impartial. On the 
other hand, if we allowed one of our members to go, I am 
inclined to think it might make misunderstanding again 
here, but I will reserve - I wont say definitely on that 
I will not decide definitely against it in case there 
should be strong reasons the other way but that is my 
first impression.
DAWES: Until they make it. Let them make it first, and 
we do not have to participate in any discussions. 
SECRETARY: I would be purely a League function. It 
would be an investigation under Article 11 of the League 
and we are not a member of that. At first thought 
there would be danger of misunderstanding here. I should 
not want to cripple it by staying away. We might be able 
to protect ourselves in some other way, but I would 
prefer not to do so. I have one or two other things. 
It occurred to me - this is for your confidential 
information - you have written me about the Nine Power 
Pact and the question of whether there should be an 
investigation of that Pact and I have answered that we 
did not want to do so, so long as there was any danger 
of crossing wires with the Leagued Do you remember? 

Now so long as the League has jurisdiction of this 
matte? I do not think we had better invoke the Nine-Power 

Pact.
DAWES: I think that is wise because you can decide 
whether to invoke it after this thing is settled one 

way or another.
SECRETARY: But this is for your confidential information

Do
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Do not tell anybody. If the League should fail - if 
the League should break down and should be unable to 
go ahead with the imposition of sanctions under Article 
16 — if there should be a deadlock and it should just 
become futile, then I would consider very seriously for 
the United States to go ahead as the depository of that 
treaty by calling a meeting here in Washington, but I 
do not want anybody to know about that. 
DAWES: I will keep it confidential. 
SECRETARY: So long as the League is working on it, I 
do not think it ought to be thought of. Is it true that 
Chiang Kai-shek is going to Manchuria?
DAWES: I do not know. I have not heard about it. 
SECRETARY: There is just one thought further - for your 
confidential information, we are very anxious that in 
case there should be a break with Japan that the issue 
should be perfectly clear and I think the League ought 
to have that in mind in whatever steps it takes. It is 
a very serious thing that when a breakdown occurs it 
should be on an issue which puts the blame squarely on 
Japan and they ought to think of that very carefully in 
whatever they do. That is what occurred to me. If 
Chiang Kai-shek, as the President of China, was making 
a peaceful visit to Manchuria, if the Japanese should 
not allow him to come it would be very serious for them. 
DAWES: That is another occasion for your independent 
position. That is if they should fail to make that clear 
that you have the material there to make a perfectly

clear
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Do not tell anybody. If the League should fail - if 
the League should break down and should be unable to 
go ahead with the imposition of sanctions under Article 
16 - if there should be a deadlock and it should just 
become futile, then I would consider very seriously for 
the United States to go ahead as the depository of that 
treaty by calling a meeting here in Washington, but I 
do not want anybody to know about that. 
DAWES: I will keep it confidential. 
SECRETARY: So long as the League is working on it, I 
do not think it ought to be thought of. Is it true that 
Chiang Kai-shek is going to Manchuria? 
DAWES: I do not know. I have not heard about it. 
SECRETARY: There is just one thought further - for your 
confidential information, we are very anxious that in 
case there should be a break with Japan that the issue 
should be perfectly clear and I think the League ought 
to have that in mind in whatever steps it takes. It is 
a very serious thing that when a breakdown occurs it 
should be on an issue which puts the blame squarely on 
Japan and they ought to think of that very carefully in 
whatever they do. That is what occurred to me. If 
Chiang Kai-shek, as the President of China, was making 
a peaceful visit to Manchuria, if the Japanese should 
not allow him to come it would be very serious for them. 
DAWES: That is another occasion for your independent 
position. That is if they should fail to make that clear 
that you have the material there to make a perfectly

clear
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olear statement in connection with your position.
SECRETARY: I strongly hope that they will not fail 
and we are doing everything we can to help them.

S HER VGN
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Secretary of State,

Dated November 20,

Rec’d 9:40 a.m.

1951

Washington, D. C.

229, November 20, 6 p.m.

D«/»rtm«ni sf Stat.

-n

o 
m
«

*W 2 n J93J

Department’s telegram No. 235, November 19, 3 p.m.

All the authentic information which the Embassy 

has been able to obtain has been forwarded to the

Department. Besides, Shidehara, Makino,

Wakatsuki, Ikki and Incue have been rumored as marked 
7? 3-

for assassination. Embassy’s telegram No. 191, October

21, 11 a.m. and despatch No. 582 of November 7th 

contained what information was locally available in 

regard to the alleged plot and the last paragraph of 

Embassy's telegram No. 209, November 6. 3 p.m., indicated 
3-? // _- 

the present state of affairs. / 2rrg

ID 
W
(D

N

<D

The Japanese Government is a very complicated 

machine and almost impossible of control by any one g 

element* Political assassination is not unknown, theV4 co
□ CQ

deaths of Hara and Hamaguchi being recent examples» w >.
22

Despatch No. 383 of November 7, discusses at some

length the divided control of government agencies in

Japan
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2-#229, from Tokio, Nov. 20, 6 p.m.

Japan.

In time of political excitement here there 

are apt to be plots and attempts to assassinate 

prominent officials. The present plot seems to have 

been frustrated but there is still some public excite

ment and constant rumors appear to the effect that there
7 hw/n <+<<“

will be a change of government. See my 223 of November 

18, b p.m. I shall endeavor to obtain further informa

tion if possible and develop the situation more fully 

in a later telegram.

HFD FORBES
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MEMORANDUM OF PRESS CONFERENCE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1931 

SINO-JAPANESE CONFLICT

At the press conference this morning a correspondent asked 

if we were still as optimistic as we were yesterday in the face 

of present reports that the military situation in the Far East 

had become very much worse. Under Secretary Castle, in reply, 

said we had received nothing to change that feeling. The corres

pondent then said it was difficult for him to understand, why 

the Department would be optimistic concerning the situation in 

Manchuria in the face of these unfavorable reports. Mr. Castle 

in reply said that the only reports we have are optimistic. 

Asked if the Department had received any reports on the military 

phase of the situation since yesterday or if any reports had been 

received from either Ambassador Debuchi or the Chinese Charge 

d*Affaires, which gave rise to the optimism, Mr. Castle said 

that neither Ambassador Debuchi nor Mr. Yung Kwai had called 

at the Department since yesterday.

A correspondent said that press despatches received this 

morning indicate that France is perhaps not as optimistic as 

Great Britain and the United States on the Manchurian situa

tion. He said, furthermore, that reports had been received 

from Europe that M. Briand was considering despatching further 

notes to China and Japan and at the same time the Foreign 

Office in London and the State Department at Washington are < 

radiating great optimism. The correspondent then asked if 

there was some joint action on the part of Great Britain and 

the United States which France did not know about. The Under 

'Secretary replied in the negative. The correspondent then 

asked if there was any other basis other than mere hope' that 

the situation would improve. He was informed in reply that 

the Department has seen no development which would indicate
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■that the situation was becoming worse. The correspondent then 

read the following paragraph from one of the mprning newspapers: 

"Japanese‘troops in Manchuria renewed warf are 
against Chinese irregulars’over a wide area north of :.. 
Mukden today, and dug in along thé Npnni River' against 
the long threatened attack by troops’'in the Heilungkaing 
Province."

Mr. Castle in reply said he had not read that despatch. 

Continuing, a correspondent said a later story from Tokyo 

said that the Japanese may have to occupy Tsitsihar and some 
* 

other towns in Manchuria. The correspondent said that these 

reports were not in the morning newspapers but that they would 

appear later in the day. Mr. Castle in reply said that we 

might posgibly receive reports to enable us to check on the 

accuracy pf these recent despatches before the evening news

papers come out. The correspondent said there was another re

port that 5?000 bandits were moving on Changchun. Mr. Castle in 

reply said that would not seem impossible.

Queried regarding the whereabouts of Consul General George 

C. Hanson, the Under Secretary said that Mr. Hanson was in 

Harbin, as far as he knew.

The repprt from Tokyo, a correspondent said, says that 

the Japanese War Office is charging that Russia has sent many 

car loads of ammunition to General Ma. The report, which comes 

from the Military Intelligence of Japan, says it has very author 

itative information to that effect. In reply, Mr. Castle ob

served that the same report had been made over and over again 

in the press and elsewhere but that he did not know whether 

the report was true.

A correspondent said that Sir John Simon, British Foreign 

Secretary, in speaking yesterday with regard to reports of 

possible sanctions or diplomatic withdrawals from Tokyo, sa.id 

that Britain certainly would not participate in any such move- 

ment and that Britain would not consider an action of that 

kind against a former ally. The correspondent then asked if
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that indicated that the Sino-Japanese Alliance was not as dead 

in spirit as in body. Mr. Castle replied in the negative.

Asked if the question of sanctions had been considered by the 

State Department, the Under Secretary said wo had taken no 

action whatever. The question has not arisen and it is probar- 

blo that Sir John Simon meant that the question had not arisen 

in the British Foreign Office.

Observing that the correspondents had been told something 

about the present Japanese attitude, a correspondent asked if 

the State Department knew anything about the Chinese attitude 

toward direct negotiations. He was informed in reply that the 

Department had no information on that subject except what the 

Chinese have said to M. Briand. The Chinese position as taken 

some time ago, a correspondent observed, was that negotiations 

would not begin until Japan had evacuated her troops back into 

the treaty zone. The correspondent then asked if we had any 

reason to believe that the Chinese attitude had changed. The 

Under Secretary replied in the negative.

Observing that it would be difficult to find a consti- 

tuted;'government anywhere in China capable of controlling the 

situation, a correspondent asked if the Department knew of any 

measures the Chinese had taken to control the bandits or to re

store the situation which would permit the Japanese under their 

theory to withdraw their troops. Mr. Castle replied in the neg

ative.

Observing that 1'. Briand is sending some very strong notes 

to Japan, a correspondent asked if Mr. Castle had any idea, 

whether the French Government was backing E. Briand. The Under 

Secretary, in reply, said he presumed, that E. Briand was acting 

as President of the Council of the League of Nations. The cor

respondent asked if it was known whether the League was directing 

all of its energies on Japan or if it was bringing equal pres-
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sure on the Chinese. In reply, Mr. Castle said that he did not 

know.

Observing that reports indicate that the League of Nations 

is sending observers to Manchuria, a correspondent asked if 

those observers are to watch the withdrawal of the Japanese 

troops or merely to study the Japanese situation. The Under 

Secretary, in reply, said that he had not heard the reports 

referred to.

A correspondent observed that there appeared to be some 

indication that M. Briand was thinking more of the prestige 

of the League of Nations than of the hope of settling the dis

pute. Mr. Castle in reply said he would not like to think that 

of M. Briand and that it appeared to him that the gentlemen on 

the Council of the League were doing their level best to find 

some way out of the situation and that they have tried from 

the beginning to bring about a peaceful settlement. The cor

respondent then asked if this Government was particularly in

terested in maintaining the prestige of the League and if 

this Government would join the League in sending observers to 

Manchuria. The Under Secretary in reply said he was not talk

ing about our interest in the League and that no suggestion had 

been made that we send observers to Manchuria. The corres

pondent then said that he understood that the American Military 

and Naval Attaches at Peiping, and also the British Attaches, 

have been going into Manchuria and obtaining first hand infor

mation Regarding the situation. The correspondent then asked 

if we had received any reports from our attaches. The Under 

Secretary replied in the negative and added that it was possi

ble that they had been traveling in Manchuria as they have a 

very free hand and are likely to be found where there is trouble 

or danger of trouble. In such cases they usually report to 

their own Departments. No reports have been received by the
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State Department from the War and Navy Departments recently. 

In cases where the subject matter is important the attaches re

port to our Minister. A correspondent said that he understood 

that an observer is one who goes and sees for himself, while 

a reporter is one who takes what somebody else gives him. The 

Under Secretary replied that observers endeavor to get all the 
A 

information they can. It is perfectly obvious that the people 

with whom they talk are very much on one side or ther other. 

Observers also use their eyes. They might send in reports say

ing that a Japanese or a Chinese general told t’.iem certain things 

and they would then add what they thnmselves had seen.

Asked if the Department is awaiting action by the League, 

Mr. Castle said he did not think the Secretary would say that 

we were simply sitting quietly ^.waiting the League’s action. 

We feel that no action on our part will be necessary before the 

League meets.

Asked if the Department approved all of M. Briand’s ac

tions in the Manchurian dispute, Mr. Castle replied that M. Briand 

apparently is doing a lot of things which we know nothing about.

Asked if our optimism is based on the belief that China and 

Japan can be brought together in a sort of compromise, the Under 

Secretary said he hoped that would occur.

A correspondent asked if the Department’s attitude had 

changed in any degree from that which was previously stated, 

CONFIDENTIALLY AND FOR BACKGROUND, which was that the only set

tlement which would be satisfactory from our point of view would 

be one voluntarily arrived at by China and Japan under conditions 

which would not constitute Japan’s having a sword at China’s 

throat. As the question was CONFIDENTIAL, Mr. Castle said his 

answer would also be CONFIDENTIAL. He then observed that the 

above was a very good statement.
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> A correspondent said that when the Manchurian situation

/ first arose it was considered doubtful here whether the course 

of the Army authorities in Manchuria had the solid support of 

the entire Japanese Government. The correspondent then asked 

if the Department now feels that the military faction has the 

upper hand. NOT FOR ATTRIBUTION IN ANY WAY, Mr. Castle said he 

felt, as was indicated in the beginning, that it was a military 

coup and that the action of the Japanese military authorities in 

Manchuria appeared not to have had the backing of the Central 

Government. As the correspondents have been told repeatedly, 

and as the Secretary has said over and over again, it is much • 

easier to get into a bad position than to get out of it. Mr. 

Castle added that he thought the chances were, although the 

Japanese Government is very sorry the trouble occurred the way 

it did, that it would nevertheless support the military to 

the extent of not insisting that they withdraw their troops in

stantly in cases which might endanger Ja.panese life and property 

Asked if the Japanese people were more or less enflamed, 

Mr. Castle replied that they undoubtedly were—just as we were 

enflamed in 1917.

ITALY

Referring to Signor Grandi’s coming visit, a correspondent 

asked if the officials of the Department had turned over in 

their minds what they desired to talk about. Mr. Castle in 

reply said that Signor Grandi will be the man to present the 

subjects for conversation.

Asked if Signor Grandi will go through New York City, if 

Mr. Castle would meet him, and if the trip would be made in 

a closed, armored- car, the Under Secretary replied that, NOT 

FOR QUOTATION, he expected to go to New York to meet the Italian 

Foreign Minister.
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A correspondent asked if the Department had received a com 

munication from Mr. Walsh of the New York Power authority on 

the St. Lawrence waterway project. The Under Secretary in re

ply said that no communication had been received recently, as 

far as he knew, but that it may possibly have arrived.

M. J. McDermott.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
CJH GRAY

■ - -1.

Secretary of State

ïashington, D C

From Nanking via N. R

PRIORITY .

November 20, 9

The following identic 
respective , .to their^governments by my

German colleagues:

a;m.

Dated November 20, 1931

Rec’d 6:44 a.m

telegram is being sent

British, French and

visàbn of
FAR tASÏERN AFFA

OV 2 01931
Department of Stata

”1 and my British, French and German colleagues 

received summons from Hr. T. V. Soong late on

November 19tji. He informed as on behalf of the

President, occupied with party meetings, that he

had a grave announcement to make. The failure to 

act on the two resolutions of the League Council

and the failure to meet China’s recent request for

neutral observers to be sent to lianchuria to prove •N
O
V
* 2

4 1
9'

on which side the aggression lay had created a 

deplorable impression throughout the country. The

Chinese Government still believed that the attitude 

they had hitherto adopted was correct and they had 

not lost faith in the League. But the occupation 

of Tsitsihar by Japanese had brought matters to a

climax. The
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Fag-e 2 - from Nanking 
dated Nov. 20, 9 a.m.
jsfL'Jr'

climax» The Party Congress had po-jppotuaUy held a 

secret session and passed a resolution that, in view 

of the dislocation of all machinery of government in 

Manchuria brought about by recent events, President 

Chiang should proceed to the North as Commander—in— 

Chief as soon as possible "to watch events". This 

was a very fateful decision) and, while the resolution 

had already been carefully worded, we should read be

tween the lines and understand all its implications.

In reply to our enquiries, he furnished following• 

In face of national crisis all internal differences 

would be sunk. Nanking National Congress had at the 

same time reached the further decision to carry out 

to fullest agreement arrived at by Shanghai Unification 

Conference and in fact to accept all the demands of * 

Canton. Nanking and Canton party congresses would each 

elect 24 members for now central exocuti ve^ commit tee. 

‘Business of Party Congress would probably take rp

Inquiry established preced, nt—tims—still an interval or 

"few days before President’s departure. Piping f^n^jld 

probably be his first destination. It was realize^ that 

wavering would be madness, but if some action were not 

taken G-overnmeHt would fall and Komintang itself be so 

discredited that existence not only of the Government 

but also of the party was at staice.

Asked if there was any special message for our
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Page 3 - £rom Nanking dated 

Nov. 20, 8 a.m.

respective Governments, he said there was nothing to add

to above announcement* ”
Repeated to the Legation, Tokyo and Commander-in-Chief

JOHNSON

CSB
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1—IM 
PREPARING OFFICE 

WILL INDICATE WHETHER
Telegram Sent

Collect
Charge Department

/ OR
Charge to /

5 i /

depart ment nt ^tate

J
1—138 TO BE TRANSMITTED

CONFIDENTIAL CODE
NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

PLAIN

I
AMEMBASSY

November 21, 1931.

. _»PARI3 (France).
5^ FOR AMBASSADOR DAWES.

In a telegram dated November 20 from Nanking, Minister 
Johnson quotes the text of an identic telegram being 
sent to their respective Governments by the American, 
British, French and German Ministers. The identic 
telegram is a report of an interview on November 19 with 
the Chinese Minister for Finance, T. 7. Soong, who stated 
that, while the Chinese Government had not lost faith in 
the League, the failure to act on the two resolutions of 
the League Council and the failure to meet China's recent 
request that neutral observers be sent to Manchuria to 
determine the aggressor had created a deplorable impression 
in China; that the Japanese occupation of Tsitsihar had 
brought matters to a climax; that the Party Congress in 
secret session had passed a resolution that President 
Chiang Kai-shek should proceed to the North as Commander-In- 
Chief QUOTE to watch events UNQUOTE; that while the 
resolution had been carefully worded, it should be 
read between the lines with a view to understanding 
all its implications; that in the face of the 

Enciphered by_________ ___ _______ national 
Sent by operator__________  M„____________ 19----- . -------------------------------

Index Bu.—No. 50. V » oottixmtxt rvcrmo omet ira 1

793
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1—138 
PREPARING OFFICE 

-** WILL FN DI CATE WHETHER

Collect

Charge Department
OR

TO BE TRANSMITTED 

CONFIDENTIAL CODE
NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

PLAIN

be sunk:

Telegram Sent

Bepartnwttt of
Charge to Washington,
4> 

- 3 - 

national crisis all internal differences would

that it was realized that wavering would be madness 

and if some action were not taken the Government would 

fall and the existence of the Kuomintang would be at 

stake* 
Co

Ï &7ÏQW

FE:MMH/VDM FE
Enciphered by_____-------------------------

Sent by operator----------------- M„-------------------- 19----- -----------------------------------
Index Bu.—No. 50. r ■ - . „ , *—“s
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Paris

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased ke-p. 
fore being communicated1" 
to anyone

12:55 .n.mRec Td

Secretary of State

FROM Al ZB A S SAD OR

Dated

■

Briand

States

<D
No

hashing ton

771, November 20, 3 p.mu '
o m

I have had an interview with 

to him the nositicn of the United 

isfactorily along the lines of your 575
(0 w

It was a friendly discussion and 

enabled also to present my views on the local situation W
herj. I said that he know as well as I did that the

present method of my conferring individually with the 
(D 
01

members of the Council as to matters of mutual interest 

and concern to the United Status and the League v/as in 

fact the only useful and constructive method of confer

ence, for discussions of the private meetings of the ||)un- 

cil were as freely available to the uross as the rcsuüs tj 
o n

of a public iiuctingc gg O

He had expressed complete anomal of the general

attitude of the United States as I outlined it to hi....

I told hij that the eventual public reaction upon the 

cooperation of the League and the United States in the 

interests of peace would be based u'oon their respective 
"and
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coordinated acts and not upon press discussion of minor 

incidents. Both the League and ourselves must steer 

by the compass and not by the winds with which he agreed 

We are now in a position to determine our cooperative 

course with a clear and definite statement and under

standing that we retain independence of judgment and 

action.

I did not dï&euss the matter of my public statement 

with Briand as it seemed to me absolutely essential for 

the best interests of our position here as well as at 

home, that we clarify our position and I wished to 

reserve my independence of decision as to issuing a 

statement. I accordingly have given to the press a 

statement which is word for word the same as suggested 

in your telegram 575, November IV, ô p.m.

SHaW
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Following from American Consul General at Tsingtau»

•n
o m 
«

nNovember 14, 6 p.m..

Han Fu Chu’s 18th Brigade detained at Kiaochow

(004

yesterday for purpose of relieving 58th Brigade for 

campaign against bandits, meaning presumably Liu Eei

Chu. For-'^ast week Tsingtau Municipality has been taking 

policoprecautions nearly approaching martial lav/, which 

while publicly explained as normal winter measures against 

thieves are obviously for a more serious purpose * It

seems certain that the Municipality would have it gen- ^2
coerally believed precautions are really in anticipation o 

of trouble by Japanese agitators, hhile this may be 8 
y

true to some extent, a more plausible immediate cause

would seem to be a threat of raid reported on fairly good 
advice to have beer^^^^e^ently to the Municipality by

Liu Hei Chi» KUMA and four Japanese destroyers now in

port.“

Repeated to Nanking

.7 SB.

For the Minister

EK GERT
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SECO

H0V2&31

WiH

Upton CloseSino-Japenégê^Dispure^M Statement of 

(Josef Washington Hall)! .... ■

Or
$3w

NO. 169 Politica.1.^;.

Genev

of

DeP/;tmenX % t

O m
Subject;

Honor

Sir:

Washi

!Y OF STA-fE,

incident which tookon an

jnU. S. A.

I have the .honor to report

place during the period October 13 to October 24, inclusive,

wnen tne Sino-Japanese question was before tne Council of

795.94/2797

tne League.

Sir Eric Drummond told me tnat he nad received a letter 

from a Mr. Upton Close, apparently an American citizen, in 

which he offered to come to Geneva to give information in 

his possession respecting the situation in Manchuria. M^ 
» rx;

-Close had given hie address as the American Embassy, Berlin; M 
V

• and .Sir Eric Drummond asked me if he was officially conne$tedtu 00 N?
witn tne American Government. I replied tnat I knew nothing 

of Mr. Close, but that the fact that ne nad given the 

Embassy as nis address had no particular bearing as it was 

a practice not unfrequently followed by Americans. I later 

learned that Sir Eric wrote to Mr. Close, saying that the 

I Secretariat was not in a position to bring him to Geneva,

but
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but that he would be glad to have him transmit, if he so 

desired, any material which he might have in his possession.

A few days thereafter, Mr. Close called me by tele

phone from a hotel in Geneva and said that he wished to 

see me in connection with furnishing information respecting 

Manchuria to the competent autnorities in Geneva. It hap

pened that I was very much occupied at that time. I asked 

him, however, respecting the occasion of his coming to 

Geneva. He told me that it was in response to a letter 

from Sir Eric Drummond but that he had not yet called at 

the Secretariat. I suggested to him, that, inasmuch as 

he had such a letter, it seemed to me appropriate that 

he should follow whatever intimations the letter might 

contain with respect to calling on Sir Eric Drummond or 

some Secretariat official. He said that he would do so.

Some days later, I was informed that he had called 

at the Secretariat and that, probably due to tne fact that 

the officials there were at that time very busy, he had 

not received the attention which he believed should be 

given him. The upshot of the matter was that he mailed 

a "statement" to Sir Eric, under cover of a letter. The 

levter was couched in the most choleric terms in which he 

complained of the treatment which he had received. At 

about that time, there also came to me in the mail, but 

without a covering letter, a paper which I found to be a 

copy of the statement which he had sent to Sir Eric. I 

noted from the envelope that Mr. Close had mailed it to 

me. I then learned tnat Mr. Close had left the city.

I
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I regard it as possible that Mr. Close may feel that I 

likewise did not accord him sufficient consideration.

After reading the paper which I had received in the 

manner described, I handed it to Sir John Pratt, a Far 

Eastern expert of the British Foreign Office, who was 

present in Geneva with the British Delegation, and asked 

him to give me his opinion on it. When he gave it back to 

me, he told me that ne had found it very interesting, that 

he regards it as a fairly accurate description of the back 

ground of the Japanese coup and of the coup itself, al

though of course he could not pass upon the accuracy of 

most of the details.

I am transmitting with this despatch a copy of Mr. 

Close's paper. I beg to add that, as I have read it with 

considerable care, it would be of interest and perhaps of 

value to me could the Department see its way clear to 

furnish me with its opinion respecting it.

Respectfully yours,

Prentiss B. Gilbert, 
American Consul.

Enclosure:
No.l: Copy of Mr. Close's statement.

Original and 3 copies to Department of State.
1 copy to American Legation, Berne.
3 copies to E.I.C., Paris.
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Mémorandum dictated extemporaneously by Upton Close (Josef 
Washington Hall) on arrival in Geneva noon, October 16, from 
Tokyo via Shanghai, Nanking, Peiping, Mukden, Harbin and Mos
cow.

(Upton Close has lived in close contact with Japanese and 
Chinese affairs, making a special study oi inter-relations 
and ox Japanese internal politics since 1915. He was an 
observer of the occupation and later retrocession of Shantung. 
He is the author of "Outline History of China", "Revolt of 
Asia", "Eminent Asians - the Lives of the Makers of tne New 
East", and several otner books. *or the past six years he 
has been engaged chiefly in cultural relationships between 
America and China and Japan, being Commander of the annual 
Cultural Expedition of American university professors and 
students to Japan and Cnina. Tnis work is encouraged equal
ly by the Japanese and Chinese governments, and the Super
vising Director is Dr. Inazo Nitobe, leading Japanese scholar 
and former.permanent Under Secretary of the League of Nations. 
He left tne scene of conflict in Manchuria on October 2, 1931.)

I. A Note on Japanese "Contempt of Court."

1. The observer gathers (and hopes he will not be thought 

offensive) that the League of Nations (concretized in person

nel) is foremostly concerned witn its own prestige and is 

puzzled tnat tne Japanese military action should have been 

taken while the League was actually in session and China even 

represented on the Council. The following must be considered: 

The action was taken by the Military in defiance of and there

fore without advice of their diplomatic confreres. The Mili

tary have always regarded the League with contempt. They and 

the Japanese people generally feel tnat if Japan could have 

retained Shantung province in 1919 and still be admitted to 

the League, she can now seize Manchuria and still remain in 

it. Local conditions were far too fortuitous, otner world 

conditions too favorable, the case of their own survival far 

too desperate, for the Japanese Military to let slip the 

opportunity. Their decision was: "Act, and let the diplomats 

smooth ruffled feathers afterward." Mr. Yoshizawa, known to

favor
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favor drastic policy, was sent from China to Geneva, and this 
*
precaution having been taken, the Military put the League of 

Nations out of their heads. They succeeded from their angle 

for tne Japanese populace in nationalistic madness have quite 

forgotten that Japan is a member of the Covenant, and regard 

all mention of Geneva as bald, outside interference. The 

Japanese refusal to let the situation as it now stands go 

before the League is partly fear of adverse decision, but more 

a revival of the intense samurai pride whicn is quite above 

the reach of reason.

2. The most important phase of the situation is that Japanese 

popular opinion (swayed more than elsewhere by newspapers) 

after several uncertain days, had, by October 2, definitely 

swung behind Minister of War Minami, "legitimizing" in the 

sense of public support the unautnorized action of the Military, 

and forcing the Minseito Party cabinet (Premier Baron Wakatsuki 

and Foreign Minister Baron Shidehara) to adknowledge and defend 

the coup. The reason this could come about despite the general 

dislike of the Military and widespread genuine sentiment for 

peace and liberalism in Japan is: in the Japanese mind Man

churia really belongs to Japan, who has been evilly or unfairly 

frustrated until now from taking her own. To further explain: 

The Japanese popular attitude toward Manchuria is determined 

by two groups: 1, Japanese financial interests established 

there, 2, the veterans of the war with China in 1894-5 and 

the war with Russia in 1904-5, both of which were fought chiefly 

on Manchuria soil. Following the war with China, Japan would 

have annexed a large portion of Mancnuria with China's consent) 

but was forced to release it upon ultimatum from Russia,France 

and Germany, which action the Japanese na.tion considered so 

unjust that Premier Ito was shot in the leg by an indignant

patriot
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patriot for yielding. The Japanese people, particularly the 

veterans, have considered Mancnuria rightfully theirs since 

that time, and have felt that one self-interested Power after 

another or several Powers in concert have constantly and un

justly stood in the way of their claiming their own. Popular 

sentiment in Japan is still largely dictated by the war vet

erans of the Russo-Japanese war and elections are largely 

determined by tneir vote.

II. Japanese internal Politics leading up to the Present 

Situation.

Ihe Japanese Constitution (promulgated 1889) drafted by Prince 

Ito under the advice of Prince Bismarck, and modelled after 

the Prussian constitution, provides for complete independence 

of the War and Navy Departments from party, political or 

cabinet control. The Ministers of War and Navy must be rank

ing officers in active service. The Military have frequently 

made the formation of party csbinets impossible by ordering 

high officers to refuse the War and Navy posts. The Ministers 

of War and Navy have frequently abstained from sitting in the 

Cabinet while still retaining tneir Cabinet offices. They 

are responsible only to the Privy Council as the mouth-piece 

of the Emperor, and consequently on equal plans with tne 

Premier himself. This situation has frequently put Japan in 

a bad light before the world, as it enables tne Military to 

proceed independently, leaving tne Minister of Foreign Affairs 

in ignorance of their intent and actions. Usually, when the 

Military contemplate such action in international relations 

(as in the case of the "21 demands" on China, 1915) they make 

agents of certain individuals in tne diplomatic and consular 

service, wno thus, for tne time, have more actual power than

their
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their conventional superiors. Since tne successful growth of a 

two-party system in Japan, it has generally been felt that there 

remained only the removal of this anomaly for actual popular 

constitutional government to exist in Japan.

The progress of such a movement for bringing the Military 

under Cabinet control was greatly aided by the bad odour of the 

last government of the Seiyukai party under Premier-General 

Tanaka, a disciple of Prince Yamagata, builder of the modern 

Japanese army. General Tanaka, both ofiicer and politician, in 

himself affected alliance between tne Military and the Seiyukai 

party. Tne Seiyukai is also known as representing to some ex

tent the big five financial families of Japap,who are said to 

own 95% of the non-government and non-crown-owned large indus

try of Japan. It favors a spending policy and embargo on gold, 

and police suppression of radicalism. The Minseito has been 

more liberal, favours economic retrenchment, removed the gold 

embargo and is allied rather with the smaller trade and indus

trial interests of Japan. Following the downfall of the 

Seiyukai cabinet of General Tanaka and nis subsequent death,as 

is generally understood, by suicide, to escape the onus of 

revealed corruption, the Minseito has exercised strong author

ity and taken bold steps both toward financial retrenchment 

and the checking of imperialistic and military tendencies. 

The chief figure now is Baron Snidenara, Japanese Minister of 

Foreign Affairs. It is chiefly under his direction that Japan 

has become in recent years so hearty a collaborator in inter

national enterprises of peace and disarmament.

The strong figure of the Minseito party was Hamaguchi, 

fondly called by tne Japanese "The old Lion". His power was 

so inimical to the jingo group that a young fanatic, member of
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a fascistic organisation favoured by the Military, attempted 
to assassinate him a year or so ago. He lingered on, still 
the bulwark of nis party, but turning the actùal premiership 
over to his friend, Baron Wakatsuki, who unfortunately lacks 
the political prescience, decision and popularity of his pred- 
decessor. The Military were afraid, of Hamaguchi but not of 
Wakatsuki. They forced tne latter to appoint to tne Ministry of 
War their "fire-eater" General Minami, whom Hamaguchi predicted 
would wreck the Cabinet. General Minami at once took a strong 
public position against military budget reduction and further 
disarmament, to which principles tne Minseito was pledged. 
General Minami and the Military throughout Japan excoriated 
the Foreign Minister for failing to prevent Japan's rapid 
loss of prestige economically and politically in Manchuria 
and for failing to retaliate against the new, over-drastic 
and very offensive application by Shanghai merchants of a 
boycott on Japanese goods, beginning in August.

The Military eventually went into the open against tne 
Minseito government, and the country was treated to the spec
tacle of the Minister of War campaigning against his own 
Cabinet. Elections were due in seven critical provinces the 
middle of Sept ember and War Minister Minami sent military air
planes to scatter leaflets against Shidehara and his party. 
The Military had already pretty well won or bought over the 
press, which was exciting the populace with stories of foreign 
(particularly American)espionage, with instalments of the 

book "Black Chamber", etc. It is noteable that some of the 
Press, however, took exception to the use of military places 
in election campaigning. (The Military were alert to every op

portunity for arousing the people, and compelled the dragging 
out of the Pangborn-Herndon incident - the American scout 

flyers who descended in forbidden zone - for this purpose. At

the
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the same time the American Legation was entirely wrapped up 

in Colonel Lindbergh's visit.

The first week in September Ex-Premier Hamaguchi died of 

complications from the wound in his abdomen. Nasty insinua

tions were thrown at his physician from radical quarters - 

showing the high degree of suspicion existing. Tne doctor 

turned his fees into a philanthropy. Almost immediately War 

Minister Minami went to Osaka at the other end of the island, 

the commercial center of Ja.pan chiefly concerned with Chinese 

trade, and held a "Little Cabinet" of nis own witn officers 

and prominent financiers and merchants. While at Osaka Gen

eral Minami came into final understanding with the financiers 

of the South Manchurian Railway. The proceedings were kept 

secret but General Minami issued in tne press an ultimatum 

tnat if Foreign Minister Shidehara did not promptly and favor

ably settle the issues with China the army would. This week 

Minister 01 Railways Egi, known as tne most able member of 

the Minseito after Hamaguchi and an upnolder of peace, 

resigned, further weakening the Cabinet.

During this week I interviewed several Cabinet heads and 

many of her prominent men. They were all in a frankly-revealed 

state 01 depression. However Baron Shidehara stated that he 

had sent Japan's new Minister Mr. Shigemitsu (succeeding Mr. 

Yoshizawa) to get into direct touch with the Chinese Govern

ment at Nanking about the Nakamura incident (see under Section 

VI) and thought peaceful settlement of issues still possible.

Apparently sensing the need of haste, Mr. Snigemitsu 

went direct to the Acting President of the National Council 

of China, Mr. T.V. Soong, rather than the Foreign Minister 

C.T.Wang, and on September 17 Mr. Shigemitsu reported to his 

government tnat he and Mr. Soong nad agreed to a joint com

mission to settle all disputes. It is believed by some 
observers
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observers that this directly precipitated action by Japanese 
$ military, who were loath to let Baron Shidehara feet the contro

versy entirely out of their spnere and definitely into diplom

atic channels.

This observer inclines to believe tnat Baron Shidehara 

thought he had won, and that the military action oi' the follow

ing night came as a complsete surprise to him and most members 

of the Japanese diplomatic and consular services. I may state 

positive knowledge that the Japanese Consul-General in Mukden 

itself, who is known as a Shidehara man, was unforewarned of 

the attack, but have convincing reasons to believe that certain 

members of the consular force in various posts in thé occupied 

area were in touch with and at the service of the Military.

Another contributing cause to the haste on the part of the 

Military may have been their disappointment in the elections 

of mid-September. During the first part of the month it ap

peared as il the Seiyukai party, backed by military influence 

and funds, might displace the Minseito Cabinet. At the crit

ical moment the Minseito orators revealed a still forther cor

ruption of the Seiyukai Cabinet - the selling of Imperial decor

ations. This blinded the veterans of tne Russo-Japanese war 

who had risked their lives for these same medals, to all other 

issues, the ever effective charge in Japan of dishonoring the 

Emperors Sacred Name was made, and the elections went to the 

party in office by a landslide. The last hope of political 

frustration of the detested Minseito policies - cut in military 

budget and wnole-hearted joining in the disarmament conference, 

was swept away.

There remained for tne Military only submission to gradual 

starvation of their macnine or desperate action on the chance 

of rallying nation behind them. They took the gamble and from 

their viewpoint have won, as the increase of a sense of national 

danger
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'’danger and isolation can only increase the "risk-all-and-die" , 

"brook-no-affront-to-pride" spirit of tne Japanese People.

IV. Japanese International Politics alter the Coup.

For two weeks the Cabinet government was paralyzed - the police, 

a splendidly disciplined body of men who do the actual ruling 

of the people, maintaining order. Most newspapers were al

ready prepared to support the drastic act, but public opinion 

wavered until driven into line by the lash of pride, following 

the prejudiced picture given them by Military and press of the 

moves made by outsiders, (China and League and America) to 

interfere in their self-establishment in the land where 

"Japanese flesh and blood have joined in sacred union withihe 

earth". The Diplomatic service, at first stalling for time, 

was now compelled to devote its ingenuity to finding excuses 

for military actions, but is constantly embarrassed by furtner 

execution of military plans abput which the Military does not 

take the trouble of fore-advising diplomatic and consular of

ficials.

The Military, now unquestionably in the saddle, are still 

continuing their attack on Baron Shidehara, and plan to keep 

him just long enouga to make him the scape-goat of any Japanese 

failure to get their own way abroad. Popular respect and 

confidence have been removed from the unfortunate man. It is 

predicted by Japanese that the entire Minseito Cabinet will 

have to step aside for, or marge itself in, a National (milit

ary?) Cabinet.

Meanwhile there are growing evidences of panic on the 

part of tne large industrial community that relies upon 

foreign markets - chiefly China and America. The Chinese 

market is temporarily lost, these people consider the possibility 

of economic measures by members 01 the League and Paris pact, 

and know that this would plunge Japan into financial panic

and
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and. bread, riots (as in 1919).

Little space need be given the international and League 

societies in Japan. The Japanese and French are the world's 

true Nationalists today. Internationalism is an intellectual 

-toy but nationalism is the breatn of the Japanese soul. "Japan 

first and we will talk these angles after the crisis" may be 

taken as the response of internationalists.

One of the military charges against party government is 

that it coddles radicalism. I lack news, but am sure the Japan

ese radicals, now no negligible quantity, are feeling the iron 

hand as well as the Chinese. If distress follows economic 

boycott of Japan they will become a disturbing factor. They 

are receiving constant incitation from Russia. A supporter of 

rne military policy told me that "if this fails the world may 

next expect Japan to be joined to the Soviet."

V. THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE JAPANESE MILITARY.

It is popular among Japanese liberal, cultured and diplom

atic circles to speak of the Military as "simple-minded fel

lows", who understand only direct action, and must be expected 

to take it if irritated unduly. The favorable prospects for 

the coup from their viewpoint, were first, the surprising recent 

rise of anti-Chinese feeling in Korea (claimed by the Chinese 

to be engineered - without proof) removing tne usual threat of 

a Korean independence movement in tne rear when advancing bn 

China; secondly the high state of resentment of the English and 

American and French communities (particularly the first) in 

China against the Cninese Nationalists due to the imminent 

loss of extra-territorial rights by these foreigners; thirdly, 

an assurance that Russia would not at the moment interfere 

unless her borders were transgressed; fourthly the general

preoccupation
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preoccupation of England with internal politics; fifthly the 

weakness of China due to the split-off of the left wing of the 

Kuomintang or Nationalist governing party and the preparations 

to open hostilities from Canton: sixthly tne economic and 

transportation paralysis of the Nanking government due to the 

unprecedented flood catastrophe along the entire length of the 

Yangtze and Hwai river systems. It seems the Japanese have 

over-relied on the British and others' viewing the coup as a 

god-given succor in postponing the end of extraterritoriality.

The astonishing mentality of some Japanese military of

ficers was shown this observer in a long discussion in Chinese 

with a man who at first pretended to be a Chinese Colonel, 

but whose disguise was soon evident. The Japanese army and 

navy, said he, were prepared if necessary to fight the United 

States of America, which he had been taught "was a rich nation 

and therefore could not really fight. A small poor nation 

accustomed to hard living could always defeat a rich nation". 

He revealed some of the strategy of such a war. When I 

pointed out the economic side he was nonplussed except to 

say that with Manchuria Japan had material enough. When I 

set forth the antiquated methods of the Japanese army he 

blustered in wrath. He seemed genuinely afraid of the Soviet, 

which he did not want to come in conflict with now, but 

America was a "straw man".

VI. CONDITIONS AND STATE OF FEELING IN MANCHURIA BEFORE THE COUP

The desperate struggle of 200,000 Japanese immigrants to 

assume a superior standard of living and status among a Chinese 

population of twenty million (increasing a million a year 

chiefly by immigration from south of the Great Wall) must give 

rise to mutual hostility. Feeling between the Japanese and

Chinese
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Chinese communities in Mukden has been growing steadily worse 

for several years, and particularly since the death by bomb of 

Marshal Chang Tso-Lin (June, 1928) in which local Japanese 

civilians whose enmity he nad gained and local Japanese officers 

were admittedly implicated. The Manchurian Japanese community 

expected at this time that disorder would arise and their 

government would take all Manchuria while the Chinese Nationalist 

regime was just getting started south of the Wall. They were 

bitterly disappointed at the success of old Marchai Chang's 

son and officers in maintaining order and at the restraint 

shown by their own government - largely due to Baron Shidehara's 

influence. The Japanese community and garrison soldiery had 

come to feel that the Chinese were encouraged in insolence 

by the "weak attitude" of their government, and cartoons 

showing Shidehara frightened of tne Chinese bogey were frequent. 

The Japanese claim some three hundred unsettled incidents of 

cheating, beating and killing of Japanese subjects in Manchuria; 

while the” Chinese claim that false arrests by Japenese gendar

merie in the Japanese zone, maltreatment and arrogance became 

a regular condition. It was to some extent the unpleasantness 

of living in Mukden in these conditions tnat influenced Chang 

Hsueh-liang, the "Young Marshal", appointed by Nanking to be 

vice Commander of the Northeast, to remove his headquarters to 

Peiping a year ago. In fact nearly all important Chinese of

ficials left Mukden, making it possible for clashes to continue 

there under even less restraint.

The situation was aggravated by 1, the agreement between 

Chang and Nanking that the latter should handle all foreign af

fairs; 2, the unwillingness of tne Japanese who had always dealt 

directly with old Chang Tso-lin to deal with Nanking, which was 

not intimate with the circumstances and inuendoes and also was 

not subject to the pressures and inducements that could be

brought
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brought on Mukden; 3, Nanking's (Minister C.T.Wang's) counter

ing eacn claim with a Chinese claim and his insistence that 

only by abolition of extraterritoriality could the situation 

be stabilized; 4, the removal of Chang Hsueh-lie,ng from Muk

den, leaving no one there in authority for the Japanese "to 

get their hands on"; 5, the presence in Manchuria of several 

hundred thousand Koreans hardly distinguishable from the 

Chinese population but for whom Japan claimed extraterritoria.1 

rights as Japanese citizens; 6, the boycott by Chinese; 7, 

the relations between the Japanese S.M.. R. and building Chinese 

railways; 8, the Nakamura incident". The latter four must 

be further dealt with.

Sensing the danger of increasing Korean population under 

Japanese control the Chinese Manchurian aurnorities had 

refused to register deeds of sale and rental papers made to 

Koreans by Chinese citizens. *The Japanese authorities claimed 

this to be violation of the treaty giving Japanese subjects 

right to buy or lease anywhere in Manchuria and Inner Mongolia. 

The Chinese countered that this treaty was made before Korea 

came under Japanese rule and did not contemplate Koreans. 

Clashes over Koreans have occurred in Manchuria for fifteen 

years - particularly in the Chientao district on the north 

Korean border, which Japanese police and troops have repeated

ly occupied and wnere the Japanese consulate has been several 

times attacked and wrecked. *

The most serious incident was at and*over Wanpaoshan, 

in late July this summer, where Chinese peasants attacked 

Korean settlers who were damming up a stream to drain wet land 

A Chinese exploiter had, without authority from nis own of

ficials, leased to them. The Korean efforts to drain the 

land in turn flooded Chinese land and the Chinese endeavored 

to get redress peacefully but the Koreans were protected by

Japanese
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Japanese authority. Then the Chinese peasants resorted to 
violence, killing many Koreans. Japanese troops and Koreans in 
turn killed some Chinese. Next Koreans in Keijo, Heijo (Seoul, 
Pingyang) and other Korean cities massacred Chinese residents. 
Japanese authorities claim to have given all available protec
tion and executed speedy justice. Chinese claim Japanese of- 

the 
ficers led Korean mobs into/Chinese quarters. Both these claims 
were officially published and handed in Mukden and Seoul respect
ively to members of my Fifth American Cultural Expedition to 
Pacific Asia, in August. The observer tends to confirm by 
some personal investigation, that the Japanese police in Korea 
acted properly after the riots had started.

The upshot was great fear of Chinese attack by Koreans in 
Manchuria who began an exodus to their own country. But after 
the Japanese occupation the Korean settlers took an arrogant and 
offensive attitude and Chinese living in the neighbourhood of 
Korean villages were terror-stricken. I asked refugees fleeing 
to the Great Wall if they were running from the Japanese. "No, 
the Koreans", was their reply.

The pretext for the renewed boycott against Japanese goods, 
begun at Shanghai in August, was the killing of Chinese by 
Koreans - in Korea. The fact is that the boycott plans had been 
prepared for a considerable time against a pretext to apply them 
the Chinese merchants behind the boycott being interested in 

« 
furthering products which they were ready to put on the home 
market in competition with Japanese imports. One may notice 
a charge that the Nanking government, particularly Foreign Min
ister C.T.Wang, winked at the progress of these plans in the 
hope that they would give him pressure for negotiating a more 
favorable renewal of the commercial treaty with Japan.

The
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* The railway situation: In the summer of 1931 it was madef
known that ths South Manchurian Railway Company, Japan’s "arm'’ 
on which hang all her prestige, population and possessions in 
Manchuria, was in the first dangerous economic crisis of its 
history. This was blamed chiefly on competition in bean-product 

(0 hauling from new Chinese railways in Manchuria, and the Chinese- 
Russian Railway across North Mianchuria. Also on the general 
attitude of Chinese business in Manchuria, which had grown to 
be independent of Japanese ward-ship, with its own bank and 
commercial accoutrement. The simple, desperate fact staring 
the Japanese in the face was the proof that under moderately 
favourable Chinese sovereignty Japanese could not only not com
pete with Chinese individually (long since admitted) but that 
they also could not compete in the large machinery of trade and 
finance. In other words, in the situation of "double sovereign- 

/ ty” instituted in Manchuria over a Chinese population, Chinese 
political sovereignty tended to overwhelm Japanese economic 
sovereignty - to the surprise of many observers and particularly 
the Japanese themselves.

According to treâty, railways competing with the South 
i Manchurian Railways cannot be built in Manchuria unless with 

Japanese assistance - or, if without, purely with Chinese money 
and men. Chang Hseuh-lieng, as part of his policy to make Jap
anese economic power secondary in Manchuria, has vigorously 
encouraged construction of several lines which take revenue from 
the South Manchurian Railway, although opening new country which 
in the long run would do everybody good. Some of these lihes 
were built by the South Manchurian Railway, on contract with 
the Chinese, and the Japanese consider it a special grievance 
that while the Chinese have defaulted in payments on construc

tion loans, they build further competing mileage from revenue

proceeds
■?
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proceeds. Also they consider it violation of the spirit of 

agreement that the new Chinese roads should be turned into feed
ers for the Russo-Chinese Railroad of the north and the port of 

Vladivostok, rather than the South Manchurian Railway and Dairen. 
Further, Japanese object to the construction of the all-Chinese 
port of Hulutao in extreme south Manchuria with Dutch help, 
claiming that it is really a railway project since it is meant 
to be a rail outlet, and therefore subject to the nno-other- 
foreign-aid" proviso of the treaties.

Many of the conditions militating against the Japanese 
were open to correction in Japan’s favour according to the 
letter of existing treaties, but Japanese knew that even the 
enforcement of these provisions would not cure their fundamental 
disability in Manchuria. For a onoe-for-all cure it was neces
sary to go beyond treaty guarantees and therefore useless to 
appeal to the League or rely on diplomatic settlement.

lor this reason the financière of the South Manchurian 

Railway finally endorsed the Military's viewpoint - that a coup 
was the only solution. The Railway management was reorganized 
and a Director-General, of old military affiliation, appointed. 

The aged Governor-General Saito of Korea was replaced in July 

by a retired General - reversing the recent policy of putting 
men of civil background in Korea. Chosen (Korea) is- of course 

a most strategic factor both from standpoint of military opera
tions and connecting railway. The large American investment 

in the Railway, threatened unless conditions became more favor
able to it, was relied upon to assist in quieting any American 

indignation over developments.
The Nakamura Incident: While the Japanese Military were 

publicly attacking the Shidehara policy in Japan they brought

forward
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forward the claim that a Japanese captain in’actual service, 

e named Nakamura, had with two Russian porters, been murdered by 
Chinese regulars in Inner Mongolia. The Chinese foreign-office 
authorities delayed in accepting responsibility on basis of 
lack of evidence, until considerable fire-breathing had been 

® resorted to by the Japanese Military. Finally both Nanking and 

Vice Commander Chang sent committees of investigation to the 
scene. They were on the point of reporting when the coup of 
September 18-19 was executed. It was prominent among the 
incidents that Mr. Shigemitsu and Mr. T.V.Soong agreed to settle 
by joint committee, just before the coup.

The affair, while stirring the Japanese people to some ex
tent, failed of a supreme effect, as it was avident, and admitted, 
that Nakamura had gone into Mongolia on a passport as an educa
tionalist to study geology. But the Japanese army staff now f 
claimed him as a member on active service. Since the 3ingo 
papers had been proclaiming that foreign spies in Japan should 
be shot on sight, the alleged fate of Captain Nakamura was 
robbed of its relative atrooiousness. The Japanese people were 
cooling over the matter when the coup occurred.

VII. CONDITIONS IN MANCHURIA SINCE THE COUP.
Unreserved attack was made on all Chinese military and 

civil authority - completely paralyzing them. The banks were 
sealed and guarded. All business stopped. The greatest Chinese 
technical university, Northwestern University, with 5,000 
students, was forced to disband after heroic efforts of its 
acting head to keep it open, due to point-blank refusal of the 
Japanese commander to release its money, and to lack of protec
tion - all Chinese having been disarmed while bands of brigands 
and Koreans wandered about armed.

All shops closed, fearing that local money would be found
i worthless.
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worthless. Wealthy and official Chinese were detained, reports 
are that they were made to pay money. No atrocities were com
mitted against poor and middle class civilians but they were left 
without police protection or means of sustinence. Police were 
assaulted and disarmed at sight by Japanese soldiery. After 
several days those who accepted Japanese command were permitted 
to resume their beats, armed only with sticks, which left them 
helpless before armed thugs. The Japanese soldiery for days took 
no responsibility for order, save to assure protection of and 
defence to their own people. No overt injury or insult whatever 
was done the foreign population of Mukden (about 30,000 Russians 
and several hundred Americans, Britons, Germans, etc.) but they 
were left without police protection. Their appeal to the Japan
ese Commandant brought a few distressingly insolent Japanese 
soldiers to stand guard.

A panic took the middle-class tradesmen and workers and in 
ten days 100,000 refugees poured out of Mukden, mostly southward 
on the Chinese railway to Peiping. Japanese troops acted as by
standers only, as thousands mobbed the trains tramping over one 
another, paying no attention to the ticket office. Pathetic 
scenes are reported by Mr. Steele, British Traffic Director of 
the railroad and his staff of seven Britons who rushed to Mukden. 
Mr. Steele was put in full acting charge of the railway by the 
Chinese Director-General, which the Japanese soldiery greatly 
resented, as these Englishmen would not be frightened off and 
could not with impunity be assaulted as were the Chinese.

The Japanese Military openly endeavoured to disrupt Mr. 
Steele's management of the Chinese railway, and gain excuse to 
take it over in the interests of the public. They sent armoured 
cars as far as Hsinmin and garrisoned the railway stations further 
south. They disarmed (and often assaulted) all railway guards

to- (police.
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(police, not military^"coming into their area. A no man’s land 

through which trains had to pass unguarded was soon created and 
one after another south bound trains loaded with refugees and 
their belongings were looted. One train was derailed by removal 
of spikes which could not be seen by the engineer, piling up the 
engine and six passenger cars, killing thirty or more. My wife 
and I passed the wreck, one of the most terrible I have seen, 

three days later. I.attach two snapshots. Corpses were still 
protruding. Mr. Steele's staff built a temporary track around 

the debris and carried on. The Japanese, who had seized his main 

Mukden station, forcing him to set up at Huangkutun, where are 
the repair shops, on the southern outskirts of Mukden, now sealed 

his railway telegraph. They placed an ignorant soldier as censor 

on his telephone. As traffic manager of the railway he was un
aware of the safe "getting through" of the train on which my wife 
and I rode, until it pulled up to his platform. We had three 
first class cars to ourselves with the young car-boys, who had 
replaced those just killed, but were very nervy and cool.

Our first sight of Japanese soldiers was at Tanfcku, which 
they have patrolled since the Boxer protocol. They were pointing 

bayonets at everyone’s bellies - forcing them to step aside. I 
saw no Japanese soldier in Manchuria who was not flourishing a 
fixed bayonet, regardless of the absurdity of the case. However, 

the individual soldiers were for the most part just Japanese boys 

having a lark which they did not quite understand, individually 

good-hearted and courteous, glad to smoke a cigarette and find 

a étranger who could talk e. little Japanese to them.

A Japanese plane had shot into a defenceless trainload of 

Chinese refugees, far south of the occupied area, killing two 

and wounding several. Two Japanese soldiers had assaulted and

seriously
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seriously wounded the railway police on duty at the door of the 
round house, apparently without preliminary talk or provocation. 
Had retaliation been taken by the Chinese workmen the Japanese 
could have had pretext to occupy the roundhouse and shops, thus 
effectively paralyzing the railway.

Mr. Steele made official protests on all these points to 
the Japanese Consul-General at Mukden, Mr. Hayashi. He was fin
ally asked to take the complaints direct to the Japanese Com
mandant, General Honjo, and see what redress he could obtain, 
the Consul-General being helpless in the situation. The Japan
ese offered, on October 2, to permit Chinese armed guards to 
escort trains up to the point of Japanese occupation, (Hsinmin), 
provided Mr. Steele would carry Japanese guards on his trains 
through the occupied area - this being tantamount to recognizihg 
Japanese sovereignty on this portion of the railway.

En route from the Great Wall to Mukden on the night of 
October 1, the observer saw at Chinchow (about half way) Chinese 
troops, about three-fourths disarmed, reforming under command 
of Chang Ischsiang. In all cases Chinese troops seen by the ob
server, although still in a state of daze from the sudden catas
trophe befalling them, were in good order, whether armed or 
disarmed. The observer is convinced that the bandits robbing 
trains between Chinchow and Hsinmin are not composed particular
ly of either Koreans or Chinese dispersed troops, as claimed and 
counterclaimed, but that they are primarily the peasant-brigands 
of the region taking advantage of the unusual opportunity made 
for them by the Japanese action.

At Mukden the observer was asked by an official Japanese If 
General Chang Tso-hsiang, associate of the old Marshal, Chang 
Tso-lin, and largest Chinese figure in Manchuria, would accept 
rule of the three provinces under Japanese hegemony - repudiating
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all responsibility to Chang Hsueh-liang and Nanking. This ob
server’s negative opinion was received with some depression by 
the .questioner, and he was then told that the alternative would 
be the formation of many local Chinese committees of administra 
tion, responsible to the Japanese military, who would have to 
remain to supervise and protect them. The observer was given 
the names of the Committee which has since been announced to 
fundtion in Mukden; also of the new directorate (including one 
Japanese)that would take over the official bank of the Three 
Eastern Provinces. Since this time (October 9, according to 
despatches) Japanese airplanes have bombed General Chang Tso- 
hsiang’s new headquarters in Chinchow. It is the policy of the 
Japanese Military to allow no reorganization, political or 
military, of Chinese authority anywhere in Manchuria, unless 
it first bows to and is endorsed by said Military.

Foreign interests in Mukden particularly are complaining 
of loss of trade and hampering, in violation of the "open door” 
treaties regarding Manchuria.

VIII. THE SITUATION IN NORTH MANCHURIA.
The observer has reasons to believe that the Military 

first contemplated occupation of the Chinese Eastern (joint 
Russo-Chinese) Railway area also, but were dissuaded by the 
Japanese Consul General in Harbin, Mr. Ohashi, one of the few 
Japanese foreign officials to whom they incline to give ear. 
The observer has conclusive reasons to believe that Moscow was 
aware of the imminence of the coup. Mr.Kharakhan, Vice Com
missar of Foreign Affairs of the U.S.S.R. had told an American 
gentleman who arrived in Changchun on the day of the coup that 
he would probably be greeted by Japanese soldiery. When the 
observer offered this to a Japanese official he replied: "The 
Russians have excellent intelligence service. I think they

knew



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By miXUx 0. NARS, Date

- 21 - 

knew what was going to happen."
Just preceding the coup, Mr. Ohashi, Consul-General at 

Harbin, made a trip to Vladivostok and up the Amur River to 
Chita - on his own statement for the purpose of feeling out 
local Soviet authorities on the proposition of purchasing the 
Amur valley for three billion yen on ten year payment. He 
was at Manchuli, the Chinese border, when the coup occurred.

IX. THE RUSSIAN REACTION.
The only Russian interest overtly touched in the occupa

tion was the station of the C.E.R. at Changchun. The Russian 
traffic management held up their train and officially protested. 
The Japanese soldiery evacuated - although an occasional patrol 
from the nearby Japanese barracks walks down the platform. Two 
Russian railway workers were injured by Japanese shots. Mr. 
Kalina, acting Director of the C.E.R., informed me that from 
the Russian angle, the incident was closed, but no infringement 
on the railroad, "which, it must be remembered by all, is 
Russia's property" would go unprotested.

In Moscow the observer deduced from talk with Mr. Karakhan 
that Russia would not now resort to military action should Japan
ese troops come even to her border, but that no infringement 
would be forgotten and that ultimately it would be "rectified". 
The feeling was that America particularly should act; that the 
League of Nations faced its supreme test but probably could be 
put down as having already failed. - That the present Chinese 
regime could not save its country but would likely soon be 
replaced by a Communist regime, to which the U.S.S.R. would be 
glad to lend every moral and physical (in the realm of possi
bility) aid.

The observer saw no evidence of Russian troop massing in
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the "Vostok”. War Commissar Voroshiloff did not go east but was 
in Moscow October 10. It is the observer’s opinion that the 
U.S.S.R. has no force of note east of Omsk save an air squadron 
at Vladivostok. This is interesting in view of the Japanese 
Military's dread of Russian intervention, and the military- 
inspired stories in Japan to the effect of massing Russian 
cohorts on the Manchurian border.

Although one may accept that the U.S.S.R. would not now 
react with military force should Japanese occupy to the Amur, 
the observer has reason to believe they are preparing Mongol 
bands to give Japanese units advancing into Mongolia a very 
warm reception.

The Chinese administration in Heilungkiand and along the 
C.E.R. is left to carry on as an entirely isolated and temporari
ly independent/Commonwealth, and both Japanese and Russians say 
it is making Earnest efforts to keep the peace, but complain 
of increasing banditry. That it must soon fall under either 
Russian or Japanese hegemony is evident. The Chinese here dis
like and distrust both Russia and Japan, pointing out the 
stations of the C.E.R. and business district of Monchuli des
troyed by Russian planes two years ago on one hand, and Japanese 
action in South Manchuria on the other. But they would accept 
Russia in preference to Japan.

X. THE REACTION IN CRIM.
At first it seemed one of almost indifference - or possibly 

of stupefaction. On the third day after the coup the observer 
saw uniformed cadets of the Nationalist Military School impas- 
sionately orating on the street, to rather "dumb" audiences. 
By the fourth day hand-written posters (on colored Japanese 
paperJ) had appeared on walls the length and breadth of China 
(apparently the work of, the Dangboo, or Nationalist Party Neuolei)

demanding
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demanding war to the death with Japan. This day the Nanking 
students from kindergarten to University paraded, led by their 
professors. Three days later Shanghai students attacked Foreign 
Minister O.T.Wang.

Demonstrations in Peiping, Tientsin area took place later 
1 but were more impressive in spirit. The Shanghai commercial com

munity tend to blame President Chiang Kai-shek for the situation, 
saying that if he had not precipitated the split in the party 
Japan would not have dared such action, and virtually issuing 
him an ultimatum to make up with Canton. At the same time $ 
Marshal Chang in Peiping is bringing pressure to bear on Canton.

Two courses seem open to President Chiang and his cabinet: 
For the President of the National Council to resign this office 
in favor of a left-wing man, retaining the supreme Military com
mand, or to face out the general demand for conciliation from 
his side and risk chaos.

The Nanking Government official policy is to place the situa
tion entirely in the hands of the League of Nations and signers 
of the Paris (Briand-Kellogg) pact. Its minimum stipulation is 
entire Japanese withdrawal from occupied territory as a preliminary 
to any negotiations. President of National Council Chiang Kai-shek 
has made several well-phrased speeches along this line. Chief 
burden for procedure lies on the shoulders of young T.V.Soong, 
Minister of Finance, Director of Flood Relief and Vice-President
of the National Council. Particularly is this so since the injury 
to Dr. C.T.Wang. Minister Soong transmitted a personal message 
to Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang begging him to sacrifice if neces
sary all personal possessions and feelings (in possible view of 
Japanese overtures?) for his nation, stating that never did China 
have such an opportunity of getting the entire Manchurian situa

tion settled once and for all. The British and American

advisors
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advisers to Nanking and Marshal Chang regarded Mr. Soong's optim
ism and faith in international justice as naive

In
step of

event of failure of international intervention the first
the Chinese government would be severance of diplomatic

relations and deportation of the Japanese Community, which it
felt would bring Japanese blocade and occupation of Shanghai,
expected to involve the nations possessing large interests on
Yangtze.

There was general
communities that "only
fated that China shall

i s

the

talk even among the wealthy commercial
the communists can save China" and "it is
go Soviet after all." Of this much the

observer is convinced - the present National Government must ob
tain redress through the League of Nations or Kellogg pact or it
must fight Japan, or it must fall. In either of the latter two
events, chaos followed by communism and Soviet dominance is inev-
itable. The large communist neucleus in central south China is
still undestroyed and if the present Nationalist regime lost
heart it would occupy Nanking, Shanghai and Hankow unopposed
within a few days operation.

A note here on Baron Shidehara's diplomacy toward China is
in order. Even the Japanese much opposed to his policy have
pointed out how much the Chinese would have been gainers had
they supported his prestige by making possible some successes
in their negotiations with China. Doubtless he has been, and
could have continued, China's greatest friend. But his concilia-
tion was met by a stiffer attitude on the part of Dr. C.T.Wang
Chinese Foreign Minister, the wisdom of whose diplomacy is open
to question.

XII. THE ACTUAL COUP.
The following story was told the observer by foreigners living

in
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in Mukden and well acquainted with the Japanese officer in com

mand there. It was at least apparently admitted by the Japanese 
officer acting as liaison with foreign press and public in 
Manchuria:

In the late evening of September 18 the officer in local 

command in Mukden returned to the hotel from a social affair 
somewhat inebriate, and was handed a despatch. He promptly 

gave orders for execution of emergency plans. The same order 
went to every Japanese garrison in Manchuria, which immediately, 
without warning, attacked the complementary Chinese garrison. 

In most cases the attack consisted of shelling followed by 
machine-gun infantry charge. At Mukden the Chinese barracks 

were target for many field-guns whose existence was previously 
unknown, and which had been concealed,with emplacements,under 
sheds, etc., in the Japanese concession. Apparently they were 
already trained on their target.

A typical case is that of Changchun. The Chinese barracks 
housing 500 men under a Colonel Fu were fired into without 

warning from three sides. Since in all Chinese cantonments 

arms are locked up at night the Chinese soldiery were helpless. 
Colonel Fu went out in his night-dress to see what was happen

ing - he was shot down, as were some 300 of the men before the 

firing stopped, despite the running up of a white flag. Final
ly unlocking the arms depot, the survivors desperately charged 

their attackers, and broke through, killing and wounding about 

60, In retaliation their wounded were compelled to lie without 

succor for a day, and civilians coming with water, etc., fired 

upon, while the Chinese hospital was taken over for care of 

the Japanese wounded. - Where the Chinese made no effort at 

self-defence, as in most places, their wounded were better 

treated by the attackers. In this case the attacked were

unaware
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unawafe whether their attackers were Japanese or Russians until 
it was over.

By 3 a.m. every Chinese garrison along the S.M.R. was oc
cupied by the Japanese - also the walled city of Mukden, the 
arsenal and wireless station (joint Chinese-American) and private 
park and homes of Chang Hsueh-liang. Kirin and other points on 
branch Chinese railways were taken soon after. No effort was 
made to hold or reorganize surrendering Chinese troops but 
merely to disarm, terrorize and scatter them. The effectiveness 
of the surprise attack is shown by the utter helplessness of 
200,000 Chinese against 16,000 Japanese. Without doubt a 
stiff resistance would have been put up had any opportunity 
existed.

The Japanese surprise attack on prepared and filed plans 
reminds of the beginning of the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese 
wars, both of which were begun by Japanese surprise attack 
before conventional declaration.

Japanese state that the immediate provocation for the 
drastic action was a Chinese attack or» their railway near 
Mukden. They state it was cut and immediately repaired. No 
trains were cancelled or delayed. Conformation seems impossible.

Much puzzlement exists over the Chinese high command's 
order to its troops to retreat without defending itself. It 
would appear that some Japanese action without warning had for 
long been regarded by Chinese officers as in the realm of like
lihood and that this blanket order had been issued by Marshal 
Chang against such a situation.

There exists the feeling in China that the order was a 
mistake. Had the Chinese troops normally defended themselves, 
after the first surprise, enough blood would have been spilled 

to have made the Japanese action appear more truly as an

invasion,
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invasion, and to have forced more serious reaction to it at 

Geneva and elsewhere abroad, is this view.
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Subject: Sino-Japanese Dispute - Transmitting a Communies- 
1—1056 GPO

tion from Viscount Astor, dated October 17, 1931.

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,

Washington.

Sir:

DtPAKTMENT OF STATE

1931
OiVISIOft of 

WFSm - affairs

I have the honor to enclose, as of possible interest 
to the Department in its consideration of the Manchurian 

1/ question, a copy of a letter, together with its enclosures, 
which I received from Lord Astor during the period October 
13th to October 24th, inclusive, when the Sino-Jàpanese 
question was before the Council of the League.

It will be noted that the enclosures to Lord Astor’sm
3 letter are two telegrams, one from Sherwood Eddy from 10 p

•-- _ g
Tientsin, delivery date October 11, 1931, and the other g c 
from "The Young Marshal, Governor of Manchuria", delivery 
date October 17, 1931.

F/D
EW 

793.94/2798

Very respectfully,

Prentiss B. Gilbert) 
American Consul.

Enclosure;
No.l: Copy of letter from 

Viscount Astor,Oct.17,1931.

Distribution:
Original and 5 copies to Department of State.
1 copy to Legation, Berne. u
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Enclosure N* I 
COPY. with N° Of

Ùjtu 6 19 J1

3, Elliot Terrace, 
The Hoe, 

Plymouth.

17th October, 1931.

Dear Hr. Gilbert,

I know nothing myself about Manchuria, but 
it might interest you to see copies of two cables which I 
have sent to Eric Drummond. Sherwood Eddy is a most 
reliable person from the U.S.A, who has been travelling in 
China. The other cable was sent to my son who was in 
China two years ago and comes from the young Marshal (Governor 

of Manchuria) and Donald who is his adviser.
I was thrilled to read of your taking your 

place at the Council table. I only wish I had been there 

to see it.
We are in the thick of our election campaign 

here.
Yours ever,

(signed) Astor.

Prentiss Gilbert Esq., 
American Consul 
Geneva
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COPY,

CABLEGRAM.
Delivery. 
11th October, 1931.

Tientsin P3 210W 12 1 12 Northern. 
Mallon Toynbee Hall London.

I was present capture Moukden. Evidence of many witnes
ses interviewed at time and on spot points to premeditated 
carefully prepared offensive plan of Japanese Army without 
provocation of any Chinese attack producing bitter resentment 
when China suffering with flood disaster and world preoccupied. 
Japanese troops not withdrawn but all strategic points Southern 
Manchuria still held by Japanese and Chinchow bombed. I tes
tify to evidence of efforts to establish pupp-et independence 
governments Manchuria under Japanese military control. I have 
forwarded sworn statement of interviews with Chinese leaders 
Manchuria who testify to repeated pressure of Japanese to 
induce them to head Independence Governments. Universal 
indignation in China taking form economic boycott which govern
ment cannot control. Efforts of Nanking government still 
peaceful nonresistance which imperil government if pacific 
settlement fails. Situation critical grave developments 
imminent. All Orient looking to League of Nations and 
Kellogg Pact signatories for action. Asia believes League 
and Pact are on trial as well as Japan and China. A notable 
turning toward Soviet Russia as an ally and Communism is 
developing pointing toward fall of Nanking Government and 
widespread Communist anarchy if League and Pact fail in 
this supreme crisis and menace of war.

SHERWOOD EDDY.
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COPY.

Copy of cablegram received by W.W.A. 17.10.31.

We solicit your services to direct attention responsible 
people to the intimate relation(s) of the present Manchurian 

situation to the 21 demands. Japanese have taken advantage 
of world economic chaos (,) and of the terrible floods in 

China to expand gains which were wrung from China when 
world was at war in 1915. Japan now deliberately developing 

chaos in Manchuria, which threatens to spread to Chiba, her 
object being defeat the work of the Washington conference. 
Therefore it is very important that the British Government 

and the League should very seriously recall the circumstances 

and results of the 21 demands and their lasting effect on 
Chinese in order to estimate accurately the motives now 
prompting Japan, who are trying to dominate Manchuria and 
serious consequences other nations’ trade if they are per

mitted to do so. Stop.
Japanese methods deceiving world. Same both of .— 

Regards Many thanks from
Marshal and Donald
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 23, 1931*

The statement of the Chinese delegate at 
Geneva ragarding the Japanese reply to the 
telegram from signatories of the Briand- 
Kellogg Pact throws no new light on the 
Chinese position. It is pointed out that 
seizing strategic points over such a wide area 
can hardly be pleaded as a measure of self- 
defense.

The statement is dispassionate in tenor, 
China stating its readiness to cooperate with 
the Japanese in working out arrangements for 
taking over the evacuated areas in connection with 
the Japanese withdrav/al, so that there shall be 
no danger to the lives or property of Japanese 
subjects. While China will not consent to the 
discussion of other issues under military pressure, 
it will be not only willing but anxious to 
discuss all issues between the countries in the 
most friendly spirit when normal relations are 
restored.

Anti-Japanese feeling is an inevitable 
result of the action of the Japanese Army, and will 
die down when the cause is removed. China is not 
only determined to observe its obligations under 
international law and practice to protect the lives 
and property of all foreigners throughout China, 
but to do all in its power to promote good relat
ions with Japan, and is anxious to conclude a 
treaty with Japan providing for conciliation and 
arbitration of all disputes between the countries.

EBT
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NO. 171.Political
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AMEftf^lsTMMNSULATE,
91

1/

mon

Subject: Sino-Japanese Conflict.- Chinese noj
» November 4 to Drummond, commenting on*$fi^

reply to identic telegrams sent from Gen 
by signatories of the Pact of Paris.

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,

Washington.

Sir:

DEPARTMENT OF STAFF 
DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS SECTION

NOV 21 1931 )

/^November 7, 1931

*31

I

With reference to the Consulate’s telegram No.284

of November 6, 5 P.M., I have the honor to transmit i
/

with a copy of document C.795.M.389.1931.VII containing

the text of a note dated November 4,1931 from the Chinbee
& p

representative on the League Council to the Secretary- p 

General of the League of Nations, commenting on the 25
6,

64
3/

t’S
*2

6Z

Japanese reply to the identic telegrams sent from Geneva

on October 17 by signatories of the Pact of Paris. The

text of the Japanese reply was transmitted Ao the Depart- 

ment with the Consulate’s despatch No.16yPolitical, of

November 3,1931. Only one copy of the enclosed document

is being sent with this despatch, but the usual number of 

copies are being forwarded under the regular subscription 

to League documents.

Enclosure:
copy of document C.795. M. 389.

Respectfully yours,

z (4/ /W

Prentiss B.Gilbert, 
American Consul.

Original and Five copies to Department of State. 
One copy to American Legation,Berne,Switzerland.
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Enclosure N* /
with tt'M tfyl. at

M-.y 19 a

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Coc^unicated to the 
Council and Members 
of the League .

C.795.M.389.1931.VII

Geneva, November 4th, 1931

APPEAL OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT UNDER ARTICLE 11

OF THE COVENANT.

Communication from the Chinese Representative.

on the Council

Xote by the Secretary-General.

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to the
Council the following communication which he has received from 
the Chinese Representative.

Note with reference to the reply_of_the_Japanese Government 
" t("the identical teTegrarî~~sent by' the Signatories"of the

Briand-Kellogg Pact

November 4th, 1931

Sir,

I have now had an opportunity of studying carefulljr the
reply returned by the Japanese Government to the identical tele
gram sent by the Signatories of the Brland-Kellogg Pact to China 
and Japan, communicated to the Council and the Members of the 
League by the Secretary-General on October 23rd.

I wish to submit the following comments on this reply:

1) The Japanese Government allege that the occupation of 
Chinese territory over a wide area, that began on the night of 
September 18th and still continues, was a measure of self-defence due 
solely to the necessity for the Japanese railway guards to defend 
themse.lvep,-and to protect the South Manchuria Railway and the lives 
and property of Japanese subjects against attacks by Chinese troops 
and armed bands. The Chinese Government has repeatedly denied that 
there was any such attack and pointed out that no Chinese soldiers 
are suffered by the Japanese troops to approach within miles of 
the railway zone, which makes the alleged attack even more difficult 
to believe. In any case, so long as the Japanese Government are not 
willing to agree to the impartial enquiry for which the Chinese 
Government has repeatedly pressed, and on which it still insists 
as the only method compatible with League principles and practice 
of establishing the question of responsibility, it is difficult for 
world opinion to accept the Japanese version.

L
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In any case, seizing the chief strategic points in an 
area as wide as the British Isles on the plea of self-defence 
cannot be regarded as behaviour compatible with the Covenant. 
On this point it is sufficient to quote the words of N. Briand, 
when he presided over the special meeting of the Council in 1925:

"ho hud understood the representative of Greece to 
indicate that all those incidents would not have arisen if 
his country had not been called upon to take rapid steps for 
its legitimate defence and protection. It was essential that 
such ideas should not take root in the minds of nations which 
were Members of the League ard become a kind of jurisprudence, 
for it would be extremely dangerous. Under the pretext of 
legitimate defence, disputes night arise which, though limited 
in extent, were extremely unfortunate owing to the damage they 
entailed. These disputes, once they had broken out, might 
assume such proportions that the Government, which started 
them under a feeling of legitimate defence, would be no longer 
able to control'them....

At the same time, "Mr. Austen Chamberlain said that 
the declaration which the President had made as to the role 
which thg/League of Nations could play in oases such as"that 
which"'had brought about the present meeting, and as to the 
restraint which nations concerned in unfortunate incidents of 
this character might be expected to exercise in view of the fact 
that the Council could be immediately convened and could use 
its good offices to reconcile disputants, was of such consequence 
for the position of the League of Nations and for the guidance 
of nations in future that he would like, on behalf of the 
Government, to express bis complete concurrence in all that the 
President had said and to thank him for having so completely 
defined the duties of nations and the duties of the League of 
Nations„

Also, at the same time, "Viscount Ishii said that he 
entirely agreed with the statement made by the representative 
of the British Empire endorsing the declaration made by the 
President".

While feeling it necessary to make the above comments 
on the Japanese Government’s version of events in Manchuria, the 
Chinese Government is happy to note that the Japanese Government are 
in their answer adopting" the attitude laid down in the Council 
resolution of September 30th and repeated in the resolution pro
posed by all the other Members of the Council to Japan on October 
22nd. If it really is the intention of the Japanese Government to 
make withdrawal dependent only upon securing the safety of the lives 
and property of its nationals in the areas evacuated by the Japanese 
troops agreement is in sight, for the Chinese Government has 
strongly emphasised its desire to give such guarantees in the fullest 
measure and for this purpose to accept without limit the help of the 
Council of the League of Nations in devising and carrying out local 
arrangements on the spot.
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2) . The Chinese Government is also glad to note the 
declaration of the Japanese Govarnrient that it is their 
settled ai la bo compose the differences between Japan and 
China by all uacifio means, and that they have no intention 
whatever of nroceedin-’: to uny steps that mivht hamper any 
efforts intended to assure the pacific settlement of‘'the 
conflict. But the Chinese Government feels compelled to 
point out that Japanese troops are still occupying Chinese 
territory, and to quote the observations on this subject of 
M. Briand, the President of* the Council, on the twenty
fourth of October last:

"The League, indeed, is the trustee of the 
obligations assumed by its Members, and it is 
obviously its dut?r to sc... that those obligations 
arc honoured. Article X of the Covenant says 
nothing else: it states that all the members 
o'~‘ the great family of nations agree to respect 
each other’s territorial integrity and political 
indépendance. Again, Article II op the Fact of 
Paris says that ’The Hic,,h Contracting Parties agm e 
that tn 3 set t Is'j/'-nt of solution of all discutas or 
conflicts of whatever nature or of whatever origin 
they may be, which may arise amorw them, shall 
never be settled c’æoot by pacific means..*.*1

"I do not wish to dwell unon it, but I think 
rublic oninion would find it difficult to admit 
that militar” occupation could be essiwned to the 
category of pacific moans. I think that military 
occupation falls outside that class of measures, 
and therefore the prolongation of that occupation 
also involves the prolongation of that feeling of 
uneasiness which has already lasted too long*’’

The Chinese Government has already undertaken under 
the resolution nroposed on October £2nd to take steps 
immediately to discuss with ronresontetives of the Japanese 
Government the detailed arrangements for withdrawal of 
Japanese troops and taking over the evacuated areas by the 
Chinese authorities -ithout danger to the lives and property 
of Japanese subjects. This, "s was pointed out by H. Briand 
and other Members of the Council on October £3rd and 24th, is 
the only issue at present before the Council. Any attempt to 
make evacuation conditional upon the discussion of other 
issues would be contrary to the course laid down by the 
Council and constitute an attempt to extort concessions from 
China as to the future relations between the two countries 
under the pressure of military occupation. Ths Council has 
made it clear that it fullv endorsed the attitude of the 
Chinese Government that such on attempt is a direct negation 
of the Covenant and the Fence Pact. The Chinese Government 
would drew7 attention once more to the doc V.rot ion of its 
representative on the Council that "once this unhappy incident 
is settled and normal relations restored between China and 
Japan the Japanese Government will find us not onlv willing 
but anxious to discuss ever^ issue between the two 
countries in the most ^riendly spirit".

This declaration represents the settled policy of the 
Chinese Government which is conscious ths.t it is at all points 
in conformity with the Covenant, ths Pact of Paris and the
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re commend at ions of the Council in this conflict •

3) Finally, ths Japanese Government contends that tho 
boycott movement in Ch inn/is contrary to Article II of tho Poet of Peris. The Chinese Government is n little surprised 
nt such s.n argument from such •? source, for, surely, if the 
Peet of Peris could, bo heli to condemn s refused, on tho pert 
of privets persons in Chinn to buy Jaosncse goods it must 
at/fortiori, condemn w government that keeps its ’Armies in the 
TorriFory of f follow signatoiT of the Peris Pact, end thereby 
openly violates the letter and ths spirit of Article II of 
that Pact» The remarks of M. Briand quoted in 2) above on 
this subject would seem to make it perfectly clear that the 
position of th: Japanese Government in this matter is 
untenable♦

The Chinese Government would add that anti-Japanese 
feeling in Chine is a direct, natural and inevitable result 
of tho action of th z Japanese army in Manchuria, °nd will die 
down rapidly ns soon as the cause of hostility is removed. 
The Chinese Government is determined, on its part, not only 
scrupulously to observe all its obligations under international 
law and practice to protect t'^e lives and property of Japanese 
subjects as of other foreigners throughout China, but to go 
further and do ~v^rythinT in its power to oromoto good relations 
with Japan. It is for this ramson that the Chinese Government 
is anxious at the earliest possible. moment to conclude a treaty 
with Japan wroviiinv fo?’ conciliation and arbitration of all 
disputes between the two countries.

Plusse •' cccpt, 
cons id er ati or,

Sir, the assurance of my highest

(Signed) SAC-KE AITRBB SZE.
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Japanese Radio Traffic in China, 
Increase in Volume of.

Attached hereto is a memorandum concerning 
of radio traffic between various stations 
Tokyo since 
September.

the beginning of the Nlanchurian

.cting

ey, 
Captain, U.S.N 
Director of Naval Intelligence

1 
the increase 
in China and 
affair on 19
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
Office of Chief of Naval Operations

Washington
0p-20- Cr

Confidential 29 October, 1931.

MEMORANDUM i<QR CHIEF Off NAVAL OPERATIONS.

Subject: Japanese Radio Traffic in China,
Increase in Volume of.

This office has received confidential information from a most reliable 
source to the effect that Japanese radio traffic to and between stations in 
China has undergone a marked increase beginning on 19 September 1931.

The present volume of traffic as compared to normal for various stations 
is conservatively estimated to be approximately as shown in the following 
table:

Traffic between Increase

^Tokyo - Peiping 3 times
Tokyo.Jfenkiiig 3 times
Tokyo - Mukden 10 times
Tokyo - Harbin ip_times
Peiping - Mukden 5 times
Peiping - Harbin 5 times
Nanking - Mukden 10 times
Nanking - Harbin 10 times
Mukden - Harbin 5 times

The total number of Japanese messages handled by the stations listed 
above in twelve days, beginning 19 September, was four times greater than the 
total number handled in the twelve days immediately preceding that date. The 
greater portion of the traffic appears to have been "urgent" or "very urgent" 
whereas traffic prior to that date was apparently mostly "routine."

It is interesting to note that the reported increase in traffic was co
incident with, rather than preceding, the occupation of Manchuria.

W. Baggaley
Acting.
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November 9, 1931CHINA } i— ,

The AméricdSrv^SHmljGeÀO^ at Tientsin, Mr. Frank P. Lockw 
hart, reported to/ntjie Department of State on November 9th to the 
following effect:

On the night of November 8th heavy machinegun and rifle fire 
was heard in the direction of the Japanese concession. The fir
ing lasted from 11 o’clock until 2 a.m. There was a lull in the 
firing from 2 a.m. until 7 a.m., November 9th, when firing was 
apparently resumed and continued until 9 a.m. At 10 a.m. today 
the exact causé of the trouble was not known, but there appeared 
to be much confusion in and near the Japanese concession.

In the firing on the morning of November 9th the detonation 
of small field pieces was distinctly heard.

Strict martial law was being maintained in the Japanese 
concession and in the Chinese area at 10 a.m.

Conditions were reported quiet in the French and British 
concessions but much uneasiness seemed to prevail as to possible 
repercussions.

Consul General Lockhart reported as of 3 p.m., today, that 
most of the firing last night apparently was between Chinese 
police and plain clothes men just outside of the Japanese conces
sion in which area the latter had organized their forces. Their 
objective apparently was the Bureau of Public Safety, the head
quarters of the Provincial Government and the electric light 
plant in the ex~Belgian concession, and possibly the telephone 
office. Evidence was very conflicting as to whether there was 
any considerable firing inside the Japanese concession last night.

At 4 a.m., the Japanese authorities demanded of General 
Wang Hsu Chang that he remove by 6 a.m. the Chinese police to a 
distance of three hundred meters from the boundaries of the 
concession and General Wang agreed that he would do this but 
contended that the time was too short and requested thirty 
minutes grace beyond 6:00 a.m. Apparently by 7 a.m., or there
abouts the police had not been removed to the three hundred meter 
limit whereupon firing took place between the Japanese and the 
Chinese police.

It has not been definitely established as to who fired first. 
Apparently the Japanese have not proceeded beyond the boundaries 
of their concession and it is evident also that no Chinese troops 
have been in action. Up to this point on the Chincce side only 
police have been employed. Casualties were not known at 3 p.m. 
but the Japanese claimed one petty officer and one soldier killed 
and the Chinese claimed a number had been wounded. The Chinese 
claim that there were 1,100 plain clothes men involved.

Consul General Lockhart added that the tension had by no means 
relaxed.

American citizens and property at Tientsin

The latest figures of the Department of State, 
are at Tientsin, approximately?

Civilians - men, women and children
Military - wives and children of members of 

the 15th Infantry
Total

Military - officers and men of the
. 15th Infantry (as of Aug. 15)

show there
Q
a

476
a

122
598

455

The value of American property at Tientsin is approximately 
$9,500,000, of which $9,000,00$ is business property, and $500,000 
missionary or philanthropic. ,(
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Paris, November 17, by Lansing Warren.

The nine power treaty, guaranteeing the integrity of 

China, today became a major factor in the efforts of the 

League to find the solution in the Manchuria crisis. 

This Convention contains stipulations which must be 

observed in any settlement recommended by the Council. 

The introduction of this compact into the discussion 

was not received with enthusiasm by the Japanese. Members 

of the League Council held a private sitting today without 

the Chinese and Japanese members. It was decided to ask 

the Japanese delegate to give a definite statement as to 

precisely what treaties are referred to in the fifth 

of Japan's fundumental five points, demanding China’s 

recognition of treaty obligations. Ambassador Yoshizawa 

agreed to transmit this to Tokyo. Doctor Sze is under 

pressure from Canton to shift China’s appeal to Article 16 

of the League Covenant.
Mukden, Ù

•35

793.94/2802
 

FILED
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Mukden» November 1?, by Hallett Abend,

Instead of complying with Tokyo*# demand that his 

army withdraw to Tsitsihar by November 25, General Ma 

declares he will evacuate his present position provided the 

Japanese withdraw first. He also states that if Japan 

will guarantee that General Chang, Japan's Chinese ally, 

will not be permitted to use the Toanan-Anganchi Railway, 

General Ma will not hinder the railway’s operation.

Movements of armed cars northward on the Peiping- 

Mukden Railway indicate the possibility that Marshal Chang 

may synchronize an attack on Mukden with an attack on the 

Nonni front by General Ma.

Tokyo, November 17.

Reports from the Japanese Consul at Harbin indicate 

that General Ma has accepted Japan’s terms to evacuate the 

Nonni front.

Tokyo, November 17» by Hugh Byas.

The optimism reigning in Paris is not reflected in 

official circulars here. Little hope is placed in the League 
and dissatisfaction^th Nanking is growing. It is believed

that if
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that if China continues stubborn she will soon realize the 
disadvantages of an independent Mukden.

Washington, November 17.

Secretary Stimson personally denied today the report 
that he had informed the Japanese Ambassador that the 
United States would not participate in an economic boycott 
of Japan and would not withdraw its Ambassador in Tokyo, 
whatever the developments in the Manchuria situation.

FE:EBT:AAR:SS
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II \x ^/November 19, 1931NOV 20 193' 

x>rmoN
CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY

AND THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR. MR. KATSUJI DEB

Manchuria.
NOV23&31

0>Mrtm«nt „f J.-.,

F/D
E1N 

793.94/2803

The Ambassador said that he had oome in to tell 
me that the Japanese forces at the Nonni River had been 
ordered to stand still, hut having been attacked by the 
Chinese they had attacked in return and had driven the 
Chinese northward, and later that he had had a message 
from Mukden stating that the Japanese had occupied 
Tsitsihar. The Ambassador said that it was a dark day 
for him. I told him that I thought it was proper now 
to give him the whole picture in which this matter 
presented itself to my mind, and that it was as follows: 
That on September 18th the regular organized Chinese 
Government in Manchuria consisted of the government of 
the young Marshal Chang Hsueh-Liang; that this government 
had been recognized by the Central Chinese Government 
at Nanking and was the only regular government of Q
Manchuria; that on that day and thereafter the Japanese q 

army had attacked and destroyed the forces of Marshal ft 
Chang wherever they could find them and the only time p’ 
they stopped attacking was when there were no Chinese krf 

forces ©
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forces to attack; that in this last instance, when a 
new force had cropped up in the extreme northern part 
of Manchuria, many hundreds of miles from the Japanese 
hailway zone, the Japanese had attacked and taken 
Tsitsihar; and that I could not but regard this as a 
violation by the Japanese army of the provisions of 
the Kellogg Pact and of the Nine-Power Treaty.

I told the Ambassador that under these circumstances 
I must ask him to tell Baron Shidehara that I must reserve 
full liberty to publish all of the papers and documents 
which have passed between our two governments on this 
subject; that I did not intend to publish them at once 
necessarily, but that I must retain full liberty to do so. 
I told Debuchi that as he knew, for two months I had 
been preserving these papers in confidence in the hope 
of a settlement, so that it might not embarrass the 
Japanese Government or the chance of such a settlement. 
I told him that I had gone so far in this hope as to 
urge our press not to publish anything which would 
inflame American sentiment against Japan, but that now 
in the interests of the position of my own government 
I must reserve full liberty of action to make public 
the whole matter. He said he appreciated fully my 

position
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position and they had no complaint to make of it. 
I told him further that there had been very unfortunate 
rumors coming from various sources in regard to my 
having assured Debuohi that the America^Government 
would not support the League in its issue against Japan. 
I told Debuchi that I did not attribute these rumors 
to him, but that they were very false and very embarrassing, 
and I reminded him of how I had made it very clear that 
on the central point of the controversy between the 
League and Japan we fully sympathized with the League.
I told him further that I had received word from Paris 
that yesterday Mr. Yoshizawa, in his speech before the 
League, had gone back to the most extreme contentions 
of Japan in regard to insisting upon ratification by 
China of these treaties before there was any evacuation 
by the Japanese troops; that Yoshizawa had even gone so 
far as to say that it would not be sufficient even to 
ratify the old treaties, but there must be a new treaty 
ratifying them. I pointed out that this was a complete 
repudiation by Yoshizawa of Baron Shidehara* s position 
taken in his last memorandum to me, in answer to my 
memorandum of November 5th. Debuchi said he was very 
much surprised at this and that he thought there must

be



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
- 4 -

be some misunderstanding. He asked me where I got the 
information. I told him that it had come direct from 
Paris through General Dawes and I was sure there was no 
misunderstanding becauseJXoshizawa had been cross-examined 
very carefully by Mr. Briand about his meaning. Debuchi 
was very much troubled. In closing, however, he said 
that he wanted me to know that whatever happened in the 
future, he knew that from the beginning my position had 
been perfectly fair and even friendly towards his 
government and that that was appreciated by Baron 
Shidehara; that Baron Shidehara’s views had reflected 
themselves of late in the Japanese press, so that no 
matter what happened the record between him, Debuchi 
and me was clear. I told him that that was so and I 
had no complaints or criticisms as to the way he had 
conducted business with me, and in all respects he 
had been fair and friendly and accurate with me.

HLS.

8 HLS;HER
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

RADIOGRAM

VUpOV 2 I

November 17, 1931» 

2i00 P.M.

From Manila \
"o7 ;; \

To The Adjutant General*

Manila Number 5227• November 17th» 

X XXX

AG 380.3 (11-17-31)

Paragraph 2. Following from Commanding Officer, U.S.A.

I Troops in China, November 14th repeated.

’•Disorders to date have been limited to Chinese police ef

forts to suppress Chinese plain clothes men and occasional re

turn fire by Japanese troops when Japanese concession is endan

gered by Chinese firing. All foreign military contingents are 

occupying their defense lines with object of preventing plain 

clothes men from entering their respective concessions. The 

situation is improving and no serious developments indicated.”

Hines
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ovember 19., 1931

9:30 A.Mi

, From

^.^Jivision of
pAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 

ÜWV 1 9 1931

Department of Stat*

Peiping,
// r/-

To The Adjutant General*

CONFIDENTIAL
DIVIi

Number 304* November 19th*

Headquarters Chang Hsueh-liang received information by 

direct ï*adio from Tsitsihar nine o’clock A.M. November 19th 

that general attack was launched at four o’clock A.M. Novem

ber 18th by Japanese on whole line with infantry, heavy ar

tillery and airplanes. Attack continued until three o’clock 

A.M. November 19th. Result Chinese troops forced back to 

third defensive position along Cer.

Margetts
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21.

from Paris twentieth;

^General Dawes statement to the effect that as

United States was not member of League his presence at

of Council would not only be inappropriate but

even embarass the Council. added that while

United States was sympathetic towards efforts which League

in cause of peace the United btates must pre-

serve full freedom of judgment regarding its ovm. course."

Por the Minister

IN GERT

p/Ls 
793.94/2806
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November 21, 1931

Tokio

Washington

DEPARTMENT OF STA

ecretary of S

230, November 21, Noon

In his address of welcome to the Military Attaches

THE UNDER SECRJÿ

who were invited to go to Manchuria, the Chief of the

Japanese General Staff said that he hoped ’’you will make

a close study of historical relations between Japan and

Manchuria, that you will see what are Japan’s rights and

interests and how Japanese residents including Koreans,

are living there and that you will study what attitude the

Chinese authorities have assumed toward our residents tl^re m 
o 

in the past. Once you are thoroughly acquainted with thg 

above points we trust that you will see how eager the 
§ 

Japanese people in official and private circles are in 

dealing with questions relenting to Manchuria and Mongolia, 

and that a contention advanced by the Nanking Government 

to force Japan to withdraw her troops before the opening 

of direct- parley between Japan and China is out of the 

question until the peace and order in various districts of 

Manchuria are restored to normal and the lives and prop

erty of our residents are fully guaranteed”,

A member of my staff had occasion yesterday to see 
the
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9:30 a.

the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs. He referred to the 

danger that the Manchurian affair might cause the downfall 

of Chang Kai Shek’s Government at Ranking.. The Vice Min

ister stated that he could not say what might happen but 

that it was quite possible, of course. In reply to a 

question as to what might be expected to follow, the Vice 

Minister said that perhaps the Cantonese might get into 

office, though he said that there was nobody who seemed to 

have much prestige or power to take Chang Kai ôhek’s place. 

In reply to a further question,he said that a situation 

might arise where there would be no government in China, 

but while he could not speak for the Japanese Government, 

he did not see how it would be much different from previous 

situations where the Powers were in doubt as to whom cre

dentials should be presented by ministers accredited to 

China.

So far as Manchuria is concerned, the Vice Minister 

said that some sort of government through the growth of 

the local defense committees (*)• Â general supervisor or 

Governor could then be named who would hold office by 

appointment from the Central Chinese Government or be 

recognized by it.

Repeated to Nanking.

G'7 F CHBES

WSB 
(-X’) Apparent Omission.
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TRANSATLANTIC TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY STIMSON 
AND GENERAL DAWES, PARIS, NOVEMBER 31. 1931. 11:30........  .

SECRETARY; Hello is that you General. I have had no mes
sages from you except a very brief one telling me that Sze 
had informed you that he was going to prepare a statement. 
DAWES; That is all I sent because there has been no change. 
SECRETARY; I would like very much to know what happened 
yesterday.
DAWES: Nothing happened yesterday.
SECRETARY: The papers reported that both Japan and China 
had agreed in principle.
DAWES; That is the newspaper’s idea. They are way ahead 
of the situation. The situation has not changed to the ex
tent that they indicated at all. They had no reason to be
lieve that they knew anything at all about China’s attitude. 
Some of these big fellows have been talking encouragingly 
about the situation when they do not know anything about 
China’s attitude and Sze came in this morning to see what v~ 
we proposed to say and I suggested the whole thing was •— J*';
broken up. When I am talking to them I am saying nothing. 

fO 
SECRETARY: That is right.
DAWES: But in the proposition that Sze was going to make, 
it all comes back to wanting to invoke Articles 10, 12, 15 
and 16 and also to calling on the League to bring in the 
United States.
SECRETARY: What you are saying now is what China wants to 
do. This is what China wants.
DAWES: Yes that is what China wants to do this morning. 
She isn’t going to do that. Sze was going to be very 
reasonable and play on with this Japanese proposition and 
make a suggestion for a non-partisan neutral commission

Confidential File
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like Japan coupled with troop withdrawal and it isn’t going 
to be unconditional troop withdrawal by saying that Japan 
should be protected. In other words, it was something 
if he hadn’t heard from his Government, would have put us 
a long way toward settlement. But he just sent word to me, 
not over half an hour ago, which he had sent to China had 
not been approved and they wired back that it was not strong 
enough in what he said about troop evacuation and they 
wanted to put in....... It doesn’t break the situation
at all. It is just exactly where it was when Japan made 
this proposal and the reason why I haven’t cabled you was 
because I wanted to keep you exactly informed of the 
situation. The papers were wrong in talking about the 
members of a commission and all that sort of thing. 
SECRETARY: I want to tell you about something else.
DAWES: They were talking from incomplete information, 
SECRETARY: I want to talk a minute.
DAWES: I just want to tell you one thing more. I want to 
ask you a question. Matsudaira came in here about an hour 
or two ago and he showed me what purported to be a tele
gram that Tokyo had sent to you about your representations 
to Japan, He said that you had told the Japanese Govern
ment that you were anxious to see this thing peacefully 
settled but that public sentiment in the United States 
demanded that something ought to be done by them to indi
cate a willingness on their part to stand by these 
propositions they promised to make and that otherwise it 
might be necessary for you to make a statement, in which 
you ask them what they could do and this telegram, he said, 
was to the effect that they would try within the next day

or
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or so to have a proposition to remove the troops at Tsitsihar 
and to carry that out it was,...and that he very much hoped 
that could be done. If that is so, it would have a great 
effect if it could be made known to Sze - if you could make 
it known in some way that in holding them off..... because
Japan wants to pacify public ..sentiment in their country. 
It would be very much easier if they should know that Japan 
would like to do that. I don’t feel authorized to do it 

without instructions from you. If I could tell him that I 
had gotten that from Matsudaira. I don’t want to create 
the impression that we are working with one more than the 
other. What was in my mind and what I have been thinking 
of was to read what I am telling you and ask if I could use 
it at my discretion here. 
SECRETARY: I tell you this. Of course, the form of the 
report which Matsudaira gave you is rather exaggerated and 
it is hardly recognizable. Two days ago, however, when the 
Japanese had taken Tsitsihar, you know that city in the 
north, I called in the Japanese Ambassador and I told him 
that the situation looked to me as if in substance that the 
Japanese Army had run amuck and had seized all of these 
places and was holding them and that it was a violation of 
these treaties and that I looked at it as a very grave 
situation and I told him that I must now reserve all my 

rights to make public everything that had taken place between 
the American Government and the Japanese Government. Do 
you see? I have been holding in confidence the terms of 

my memorandum of November 5 and their reply of November 9, 
which you have, and I have been holding back our press. I 

told the Ambassador today, that it looked to me as though 
things



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date

things had come to the breaking point and I couldn’t promise 
to do it any more; that I had to look after my own public 
opinion. That evidently scared them and this reply this 
morning has come from that. The Japanese Ambassador has 
been in with what I suppose is the same message that 
Matsudaira has given you. It is not in writing but it is 
a verbal assurance that they are doing their utmost to 
conform to all of our suggestions. They are firmly de
termined to withdraw from the Tsitsihar region and they 
already have withdrawn two battalions of infantry and one 
company of artillery and they tell me that they are sending 
over the Assistant Chief of Staff to keep a hand on the 
coat tails of General Honjo.
DAWES: That man is probably the one that Matsudaira re
fers to as the Deputy Chief of Staff.
SECRETARY: Yes, they have sent him over there to put a 
check on General Honjo and that he (Shidehara) assured me 
that the policy which he outlined in his memorandum of 
November 9 remained the policy of the Japanese Government 
and that I could rely upon it no matter what Yoshizawa 
said in Paris. I had pointed out to them the same day 
that Yoshizawa’s statement was entirely contradictory to 
Shidehara’s note. Do you see? So much for that. The 
most important thing was that he then went on to tell me 
that Japan was making a proposition for a neutral com
mission to go to China, including Manchuria, and to in
vestigate all matters which are in controversy between 
Japan and China. I examined him very closely on that and 
he told me that it covered everything, - all of these old 
questions of treaties or anything they wanted to go into.

It
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It is quite comprehensive and general and it intends to 
cover the whole situation - the Japanese and Chinese 
situation.
DAWES: Does it include, if it comes before the League, an 
investigation into the grievances which China has against 
Japan as well as those which Japan has against China? 
SECRETARY: Yes, it is so drawn as to cover that. I think 
that is quite plain. They assured me that in that respect 
it differs very radically from the proposition which you 
telegraphed me - the one as coming from Matsudaira. 
DAWES: That is right, it does differ. 
SECRETARY: It must differ because the other was entirely 
unsatisfactory. I asked him specially whether the Army 
had consented to this new proposal and he told me that the 
Army had been consulted and had consented to it. He said 
that. 
DAWES: Do you mean Shidehara said that. 
SECRETARY: No Debuchi said that as coming from Shidehara. 
DAWES: Here is something for you to decide right now. 
If the Chinese could know that in some way it would be 
a big help. If you would allow Sze to know that.
SECRETARY: I haven*t any right to say that. They told me 
for my satisfaction and the only way you could do that 
would be for you to get Matsudaira to tell the others that 
DAWES: That is a sensible suggestion. 
SECRETARY: Let me finish. He told me that the Japanese 
Government was taking steps to prepare public opinion for 
this step of a neutral investigation. I will say - this 

is
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is my own opinion that I say now - it is a very long step 
forward by Japan beyond anything that I have ever known 
Japan to do before. Hitherto it has been contrary to 
Oriental opinion to have any neutral or impartial investi
gation into their affairs when they are in controversy. 
They always exclude the idea of a judicial or neutral 
investigation and Japan has consistently taken that 
position, particularly in regard to Manchuria. Do you 
see? I told Debuchi that if this was really done - if 
they had really made this proposition, in my opinion it 
would represent a very long step forward by Japan towards 
accommodating itself to western opinion, the opinion of 
the western world. Do you get that. Then comes this 
further fact. Debuchi went on to say that the League 
had proposed an armistice but th^t Japan had refused 
because it would admit the existence of a state of war.
I told him that in my opinion that was a great mistake 
because it would destroy the value in a large part of the 
investigation unless it was accompanied by a cessation 
of hostilities and I told him that the agreement to suspend 
hostilities could be easily drawn so as to avoid any ad
mission of a state of war. He listened very attentively 
and went away to telegraph my opinion to Shidehara on both 
those points, namely, that I thought that the proposition 
for a general investigation I would look on very favorably 
but that it certainly must be accompanied, in order to make 
it of any value, with an agreement to suspend hostilities. 
DAWES: That is exactly the idea that you cabled in the 
note. That is the opinion over on the Continent - that it 
would not be any good at all unless you could get an agree
ment for a cessation of hostilities and Briand, when I was

over
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over there the other day and was talking about that, didn’t' 

call it an armistice exactly but a cessation of hostilities. 
Here is what I have in mind. Sze is being assisted here by 
Robert E, Olds, who used to be Under Secretary of State.
I haven’t known him but do you refer to him as a reliable 
man in every way.

SECRETARY: Yes, I have known him for many years and have 
regarded him as thoroughly reliable.
DAWES: I do too and he is very helpful in this thing. 

He is very helpful and I would trust him to be very discreet 
and he was the one that brought me the news of this despatch 
that Sze had gotten. I have just seen Sze and he read me 
what he proposes to do and China certainly has gone a long 
ways. Olds came over just about three quarters of an hour 
ago to tell me that when Sze put his proposition up to his 
Government, they said to make it stronger and to put in a 
time limit. I had gotten Sze to take out the time limit - 
the words about unconditional withdrawal — so it left the 
whole thing just where it was. Now if I could tell Olds 
and I was thinking of telling it so we could be safe against 
the impression of taking.... from Japan or China would

indicate that we were closer to Japan than China. I did 
not know how to do it. I have been thinking about this 

since we have been talking. I had thought about telling 
Matsudaira to tell him. Sze and Matsudaira are good friends 

I don’t know whether Sze’s proposition...... saying that
makes certain that they are not going to do it - sort of an 
atmosphere. If you will let me tell Olds about the infor
mation you got - I can tell him personally and not 
officially and that he must not convey it to Sze in a way 

that comes from us and not to tell Sze at all until a day
or
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or so has passed so Japan1s withdrawal can come without 
telling him.
SECRETARY: You can avoid one part of that by having the 
information on which my opinion is based coming from the 
League because practically everything that I have heard 
from Shidehara is in line with what has taken place in the 

League.
DAWES: If that is so that is all right. I can tell Olds. 
SECRETARY: If you can put it that way.
DAWES: The Japanese are going to try to remove the troops 
at Tsitsihar in a few days if possible and that will enable 
him to hold off Sze until they have that news.
SECRETARY: Yes that part.

DAWES: I would not make any other statement until I see 

what I can do.
SECRETARY: So far as the news about Tsitsihar is concerned, 

I think you can tell him that I had received that message 
of assurance - as I have just given it to you. Yes I think 
you ought to give them that message. The alternative is a 

break down.
DAWES: They should act quickly and the League has been very 
much worried. But as a matter of fact the papers do not know 

the whole thing and there is no foundation for it at all.
I was very much surprised when I picked up the paper this 

morning, to find them talking about commissions.
SECRETARY: So far as the message about the Japanese Govern»- 
ment informing me that it was firmly determined to with
draw from the Tsitsihar region as rapidly as possible, I 

see no harm in that message being conveyed if it will do 

any good.

DAWES: That is all I want.
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SECRETARY: The thing I do not want you to quote me as 
saying is what I am saying to you about the merits of the 
general agreement of Japan to submit everything to a neutral 
commission.
DAWES: I won’t say that. I am very careful about express
ing any opinion from you unless I get a wire over here. 
SECRETARY: I can tell you for your information so you 
can tell any one if it becomes advisable to use it, that 
the President and I both think that such an investigation 
by a neutral observer accompanied by an agreement for a 
cessation of hostilities would be a wonderful thing to 
have happen - a very good thing, and either of these 
countries, in view of present public opinion, would be 
a fool to refuse it.
DAWES: Yes, all right.
SECRETARY: Did you get my telegram last night about the 
attitude we would take toward an American on the commission? 
DAWES: Yes, I did. Of course, I have not said anything 
about that. No, I won’t do anything.
SECRETARY: Of course, we would have to know...... in which
the function of the commission was exercised whether it was 
a voluntary commission which Japan and China agreed to and 
also what the scope of its powers were.
DAWES: In Sweetser’s report - 
SECRETARY: I do not have Sweetser’s report.
DAWES: I am wiring you what took place after I had con
ferred with Briand and you can see from Briand’s state
ment that he does not know how much cooperation that the 
League could expect. । ;

I



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date Jl-tS-yS

-10-

SECRETARY: I should use Matsudaira, if I were you, as far 
as possible to communicate with Sze or Olds either one. Or 
he could tell Drummond and let Drummond tell Sze but I see 
no harm as far as the Tsitsihar information is concerned. 
I don’t see any harm in telling that.
DAWES: That is all that is necessary. We do not need any
thing more.
SECRETARY: I can not guarantee that the promise will be 
kept but the promise has been made.
DAWES: That will keep Sze from trying to press the thing 
under pressure from the Chinese Government. They are pro
tecting him in trying to work this thing out.
SECRETARY: You can use the information that they have 
represented to me that they are firmly determined to with
draw from Tsitsihar and that already two battalions of 
infantry and one company of artillery have gone over the 
railroad. 
DAWES: That is all we need. That is what Sze......that 
is all that would be of help. 
SECRETARY: I do not guarantee the accuracy of the infor
mation. 
DAWES: All right. Mr. Secretary, as long as you do not 
hear anything from me, there is no change in the status 
quo. There is no change - it rests on talk of the news
paper fellows. They say whatever they please.
SECRETARY: My advise to you is to let Matsudaira under
stand very fully our opinion so far as that general in
vestigation is concerned. I sent you a very strong mes
sage that the previous proposition of Matsudaira was 
highly unsatisfactory. I see no harm in your telling him 
that we regard this as an entirely different solution if 

they
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they are willing to investigate the whole matter through 
a satisfactory neutral commission but that to make it at 
all valuable, it must be accompanied by a cessation of 
hostilities.
DAWES: Suppose it goes ahead - suppose they decide on a 
commission. I think if the committee is appointed that 
will make it possible for the United States if it goes 
on...... That is what is in my mind. We do not want to
fall in this thing.......... make it a concession that we
come over there and sit with them. Isn*t it perfectly 
possible to get a committee that would not be a league 
committee - a neutral, non-partisan committee which had 
full powers in itself to be independent of the League. 
SECRETARY: That might make it a little..... but I would
not turn it down for that reason alone.
DAWES: I understand Mr. Secretary, but I think they want 
to do everything they can to make good their position 
that way because I have been told that they do not think 
we are easy marks in the League by any means.
SECRETARY: On the other hand General, I am not at all 
adverse to having the League get all the prestige it can 
out of this thing.

DAWES: I know you wanted them to have it. 
SECRETARY: I want them to have it. I am very anxious to 

have them get success out of this thing.
DAWES: That is right and I am assuming that. Another 
thing..... came over to see me and I told them that I
thought the League had done right and that as a result 
of the methods they had followed, they had gotten the 
thing pretty well where it could be adjusted. Remember 

that is what you said. Even if the League fails, it has

had
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had a great opportunity in the opinion of the world to do 
a great service. In our case we should make a clear state
ment of just what the issue was and it should be prepared 
in the proper way. Don’t you remember you said that. I 
told...... that I didn’t want that as coming from me but he
is going to say it. I have to be careful.
SECRETARY: I think you have done very well; I have no 
criticisms, nothing but praise. The main thing is if we 
can settle this think peacefully, I think it will be a 
great thing and if we can suspend hostilities and get an 
impartial investigation, it lays the foundation for the 
future of broadening Japan’s attitude towards western 
methods of investigation which I had been very disparing 

of before. It brings Japan much more into alignment with 
the methods of our peace treaties.
DAWES: When you do not hear from me, you know that there 
is no change in the status quo.
SECRETARY: When is the next meeting of the League. There 
are no more meetings of the League today?
DAWES: Yes, they are meeting now. I do not know what the 
outcome of it is and the Japanese have put in their 
proposition which they showed me but Sze is not putting 
his in because his government told him it was not strbng 
enough - his present statement.
SECRETARY: I think that the vital thing now is to get 
word in some way to the Chinese not to make a fool of 
themselves. I leave that to your judgment.
DAWES: Sze is a good fellow and he has a very level head. 
SECRETARY: You can say it any way you see fit but try 

not to bring us into it too far. It is the opinion of this 

section of the world that China had better hot make a fool 
of herself.
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DAWES: That is right. I don’t think she is going to. 

Sze won’t if he can help it.
SECRETARY: If anything dramatic happens - anything very 
important — at this meeting, you had better send it to me 
by telephone within the next four hours because I am 
thinking of going over to Baltimore for the night — just 
for the night. I shall not leave here until five and shall 
come back tomorrow morning. I will leave my telephone 
address so you can reach me.
DAWES: I don’t think it will be necessary to telephone 
you because what is going to result is just what we have 
been going over. 
SECRETARY: All right. Goodbye.
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Rec*d 11:20 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington., D<* C*

T74, November 21, 4 p.m-

FROM GENERAL DAWES

Sze informs me confidentially that he will 

propose at this afternoon’s meeting of the Council 

a non-partisan and neutral commission» He has 

endeavored to frame his proposition so as not to 

cause any immediate breaks

With reference to Sweetser’s report of yes
terday’s meeting (see my 77^, November 21, 3 p.m.)

~ a
I have made no commitments regarding America^ member- 

ship on any commission to be appointed saying that g
America would make a decision as to this when the —•

occasion required.

F/D
EW 

793.94/2803
 

FELSD

SHAW
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GRAYAM

TELEGRAM RECEIVEDing via N’ R’
 Dated November 21, 1931

\<o. .From
V •

’AV ' .
Secretary of State,

Washington, B. C.

976, November 21, 10 a.m.

Following two from Harbin;

One. "November 20, 11 a.m.

One. Japanese troops now in control of Tsitsihar

City and Ma was last reported by Chinese officials as

being at Taianchen on the Tsike Railway about 27 miles 

from Koshan, where he hopes to collect some of his 

scattered^forces and await action of the League of 

Nations and the Nanking Government. He is cut off from 

the outside world except through Taheiho and Blagovechensk^ 

and cannot receive support unless from or through

Soviet sources. It would appear that ho must leave g

lfe.nchu.ria or come to terms with the Japanese.

Two. Confidential. Chang Ching Hui who is 

Civil Administrator of the Chinese Eastern Railway 

special area, who is pro-Japunes^- and who tried to per

suade Ma to give in to the Japanese demands, has been 
-^ef^t^-ed by the Japanese Government officials and 

alledg^dly publicly rccuestvd by (End Bart One)

HID
USB

F/D
EW 

793.94/2809

ENGERT
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am ----------------- GRAY

/' ’ From Peiping via N. R.

• •••!* Dated November 21, 1931
\ cr

sp ' Rec’d 6:40 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington, D. C.

976, November 21, 10 a.m. (PART TWO)

the "people" of Tsitsihar to take over the duties of 

Provincial Governor there in addition to his duties as 

Civil Administrator here. I have reason to believe

that he will depart for Tsitsihar in the near future, 

although local responsible Chinese leaders have asked 

him to remain here.

Three. I believe that at Harbin there will be 

a peaceful turning over of provincial and town positions 

from anti-Japanese to pro-Japanese -Chinese officers, 

who would recognize Chia’s government at Kirin and that 

the local authorities can maintain peace and order sc 

that there will be no opposition real or pretended 

''Fallowing troops (^4-. There may be some changes in 

the Chinese personnel of the Chinese Eastern Railway.

Four. The Japanese military now control either 

directly or indirectly through pro-Japanese Chinese 

officials the whole of Manchuria. The Province of 

Charhar is of insignificant importance politically and 

economically.
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economicallye

Five. If this taking over the control of Manchuria 

is not a move aimed at Soviet Russia, with whom some 

responsible Japanese believe Japan must eventually go 

to war, then the Japanese authorities might perhaps 

consider a proposal to place all^thc^railways in 

Manchuria under the control of a single company in which 

international capital, including Japanese and Chinese, 

could bu invested. This would be a solution aimed at the 

elimination of useless non-profitablc branches and 

computing linos, and at the development of a communicat ions 

system on a sound economic basis. I bulieve that., 

although the Japanese now flushed with victory might not 

wish at present to rclinciuish their control over the 

railways, except the Chinese Eastern Railway, of Manchuria, 

the Chinese would welcome such international participation 

and the Soviet Government docs not appear to be as strongly 

interested in the Chinese Eastern Railway as formerly.”

Two. "November 20, 4 p.m.

Local Chinese Communication’s Administrât ion has 

informed this office that th^re are 2000 Japanese troops 

at present in the City of Tsitsihar, that the radio station 

there is op.t of commission^ but that the telegraph, 

telephone still work. The local Japanese Consulate General 

Informed me^ however, that only a small party of Japanese 

troops entered Tsitsihar City last evening at 6 p.m., 
that



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By frlUX* 0- <2Ju4Ws«* NARS. Date

AM 3-#976, from Peiping, Nov. 21, 10 a.m 

that main body is several miles from the city and that 

Shimidzu, Japanese Consul, left Harbin for his post in 

Tsitsihar today at 3 p.m."

(END PART TWO. END MESSAGE)

For the Minister

ENGERT

WSB
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fore being- communicated 
t o anyone.

From Dated

Rec Td

Secretary of State

Washington

52, November 21 4 p

CONFEDENTI.xL

NT

:4V

11:25 a.m.

oy

November 1931

o 
m 
«

(0 
OJ

Voluntary comments on the Manchurian situation (D

made privately to members of the staff of this Le gat io:

by the Rumanian and Polish charges and the French hili-

w 
co

tary attache here reveal a recrudescence of old and. vague
o

hopes of possible intervention in Russia based on what the

fore i gn diplomat s mentioned regard as an inevitable Japan

ese-Russian armed conflict leading to the defeat of the

latter. Their anticipation is that the resulting weakness

of Russia could be utilized forcibly to end the Communist

regime. These views are shared only in certain very

limited Latvian circles bO

‘Sr> COLE
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X -,Vr NT

Dated
Rec ’d

November
11:25 a.m.

1931

Secretary of State
Washington

52, November 21, 4 p

01
<ti3tit,

CONFIDENTLY.
Voluntary comments on the Manchurian situation 

made privately to members of the staff of this Legation 
by the Rumanian and Polish charges and the French Mili
tary attache here reveal a recrudescence of old and vague 
hopes of possible intervention in Russia based on what the 
foreign diplomats mentioned, regard as an inevitable Japan
ese-Russian armed conflict leading to the defeat of the 
latter. Their anticipation is that the resulting weakness 
of Russia could be utilized forcibly to end the Communist 
regime. These views are shared only in certain very § 

•< limited Latvian circles. 
«O

COLE «8
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Secretary of Sta,te

Washington

778. November 22, 4 p.m,

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES

Rec ’ d>S<O0z

PAR

DLPaRTMENT of state

Di
•;.r JAR fASft

NOV 24 103MN

F/D
EW 

793

Sze outlines condition of public sentiment in (p

China which may soon eventuate in positive instructions
to

from his government to prepare a further statement of CO

position before the League which will break up present 

negotiations. Sze in order to prevent too precipitate

action of this kind may be compelled to make some ô m o
public statement emphasizing that China is not goings r

along xvith League program until satisfied with evac-g i

uation conditions. Sze feels that the League’s pro

gram, which involves a present discussion of details of 

the commission without concurrently providing for evac

uation, cfeates unjustified public anticipation of a 

satisfactory settlement. This, he thinks, compels him 

to make such a statement here as will indicate clearly 

to his government that he has not changed his position

in any regard.
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in any regard.

He thinks this action on his part is necessary 

to enable him to hold off an immediate persona non 

grata with the League thus giving Japan an opportunity 

to commence the voluntary withdrawal of troops of which 

Debuchi informed you. It should be understood that 

China in the general interest is for the moment 

refraining from invoking all its rights and remedies 

under the Covenant, especially Article X but she is 

beginning to feel that present actions of the League 

may drive her into a corner and force her to act.' 

Sze is unable at this juncture even to discuss with 

League matter of commission.

SHAW

’7SB
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of the Council exclud

NT
/A 2 b

MAM ' --------------

A pDrti-eft of this telegram 
must be closely paraphrase?!0 
before being communicated to 
anyone.

Dated November 21, 1931

Secretary of State

Washington

773, November 21, 3 p.m

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES

ing the parties:

Sweetser reports as follows 

private session of the 12 members

F/D
EW 

793.94/2812

(GREZN) TTBriand gave a report of the discussion 

he had had at the request of the other members with 

Yoshizawa, Sze and General Dawes.

The latter he said had expressed the desire of the

United States to continue its collaboration and support 

of the League but its belief that it should not change 1
I 

the present basis thereof. If, however, at any time it •

could make any gesture which would help in the present j

difficult position it would be glad to consider it. In 

the special case of the commission the American attitude 

seemed to be entirely favorable.

Lir. Yoshizawa, as the other members knew, had sub

mitted the detailed explanation the Council had requested 

as to the relation of evacuation to security while Dr. Sze 
had
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had taken a stiff line as to any discussion before evac

uation, or any price to be paid for evacuation. He was 

optimistic, however, that the parties could be brought 

to the acceptance of the commission idea which represented 

to him a decidedly constructive step.

Cecil drew attention to the Japanese statement as 

to a cessation of hostilities pending the report of the 

Commission. This unfortunately had been promised ever 

since September 18 but had not eventuated. It was im

possible to say finally who 'was responsible; the fact 

that the breaches of the peace took place on Chinese soil 

however left the inference that it was the Japanese., 

Should the Council not then have some measure of control? 

Should not some regular system of information on such 

points be a part of the settlement? Unless some such 

precaution were taken it would be impossible either to 

prevent further breaches or to know who was responsible. 

Another point also he would like to mention. Llr. Yoshi

zawa stated that the original conditions of evacuation 

are still valid but since their promulgation the Council 

had received very great amplifications bringing in in 

fact all the various treaties. The Chinese, however, 

hotly declined to accept such conditions which would mean 

the occupation would become permanent. He had searched 
the
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the record and could find no such conditions suggested 

before September 30 which in effect meant that entirely 

new terms have been brought forward. In the circumstances 

he felt it essential to have a public meeting tomorrow; 

it can not be postponed any longer.

(END SECTION ONE)

SHAW

¥/SB
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Briand agreed to this last suggestion fixing the 

afternoon as allowing the parties more timu to receive 

instructions. He also agreed that some kind of control 

’was highly desirable also a more solemn engagement on 

both sid-^s against aggravating the situation. He would 

then call a public meeting at four when Yoshizawa could 

make his statement including the proposal for a commis

sion. Sze could reply and the Council then name a rap

porteur to bring the material together in the form of 

a resolution which should also include control.

Cecil again stressed that the matter of evacuation 

still disturbed him. The new Japanese statements first 

four paragraphs called for very far-reaching agreements 

which would require long discussion. The last paragraph 

however foresaw the possibility of some earlier evacua

tion which might mean that the Japanese were prepared to 

evacuate if the Chinese showed a real intention of carry

ing out the conditions even if an agreement were not fi

nally drafted. Perhaps it would be worth trying to get 
a precision
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a precision on this point.

Scialoja strongly supported the commission idea. 

This would allow time and the possibility of the parties 

coming to an agreement. Belligerent sentiments would have 

chance to cool.

Ifeidariaga replacing Leroux while agreeing to the 

commission was preoccupied with the fact that this was 

a conflict between a weak and a strong power and that 

the public might think the Council’s action was a sur

render to force. He was sure no member of the Council 

had ever thought in September when security was first 

mentioned that it went so far as the Japanese now said# 

The Council owed it to itself to state that when it 

spoke of security it meant security in the immediate 

sense; it must stop somewhere; otherwise it would 

astronomic. If the resolution to be adopted spoke of 

an armistice on the present basis it must also stress 

the need of immediate evacuation. If there is to be 

a commission it will take time to form it; could the 

Council not make an immediate start on it from out of 

the local elements on the spot? The commission might 

be a starting point around which to build a system 

but it must be able to be buttressjd in many ways, as 

regards the United States that Government seemed rather 
strong
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strong as regards article 11 of the Kellogg Pact; as lir.

Briand had said she is willing to go along a good way 

with the League, there is some reason to fear that the 

League is behind public sentiment in the United States.

SHA‘"

WSB
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Briand took up this point to say that the members\ 

of the Council should not have too great expectations \ 

regarding the United States. That Government was not 

ready to go beyond the Pact of Paris. It contemplated 

no sanctions. If the Council went too far it might dis

associate itself from the United States. The Council 

therefore must go slowly. Already it had done a great 

deal; it was only necessary to think what would have \ 

been the case if it had not been there. He had the feel-‘ 

ing that there were many in Japan who were keenly anxious j 

to resume normal relations with China; the Commission 

might form a rallying point. The Japanese did not want 

it to interfere with direct negotiations or the movement 

of troops; still its field was so vast it must be limited 

in order not to become atmospheric. Also the Council could 

recall the various promises made, especially that evacua* 

tion was to continue; the Commission could not work at all 

if the situation continues as at present. By it however 
he



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (f)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. NARS, Date /a-/$.?$•

riAl-i 2- #773, section three, from Paris 
November 21, 1931

he hoped the Council could save the world’s one single 

moral agency against war; the League was indeed the bar

rage behind which public opinion could rally in such crisis 

The Secretary General here interrupted to restate 

a little more clearly what he understood to be ambassador 

Dawes’ view. He had thought he did not say that the 

United States was ready to impose sanctions nor yet on the 

other hand did he say that it was not ready to impose them. 

Indeed it was for this reason that General Dawes was all 

the more anxious that the commission to be appointed 

should, be- under Article 11 rather than Article 15. Briand 

added that American membership in the commission would be 

of considerable importance and seemed to be assured.

Cecil then drew attention to the desirability of 

giving the commission power to-make interim reports if 

necessary. The final report would obviously require a 

good deal of time; some constructive suggestions might be 

possible at an early date. He again stressed the com

plete change in the Japanese attitude since September 30. 

It was very clear then that it was only a matter of pro

tecting Japanese lives and property; there was no sugges

tion of treaty rights. He was also exercised to know what 

should be the proper international attitude toward acts 

short of war. These he felt might fall into three cate
gories
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categories; simple protection of lives as in the case of 

riot; more serious punitive action; or finally military 

coercion to attain a political end. The last named seemed 

to be the case here. It was distinguishable from war only 

in degree. The Council must guard itself against conniv

ing with such action which is inconsistent with the Cove

nant, the Kellogg Pact and the Nine Power Treaty. Finally 

he would like to deny that the use of Article 15 would be 

an approach to article 16; it is only a resort to war 

which would make the latter operative.

Von Bulow approving the commission thought the terms 

of reference should be large enough to keep the commission 

in the field for a long time and thus help induce a solu

tion. It might indeed be a point of departure for the 

solution; it could have much influence on the spot. If 

the commission reported that order prevailed in Manchuria, 
^or instance, Japan could hardly insist on maintaining her 

troops there.

The next meeting was fixed for today, Saturday r. at 

four, in public".

(ENP MESSAGE)

SHAW

HPD



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) end. 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By NARS, Date A2-/S-7?__ -

FROM ALZBnSr:ÂDCR DaWSS

At this afternoon’s public meeting of the Council

Yoshizawa proposed that the league send a commission to 

make an inquiry in Manchuria and China, He stated that 
the nomination and ^lqgra^?of this commission would in

no waj modify the desire of the Japanese Government to 

withdraw its troops as soon as possible to within the 

railway zone in accordance with the resolution of Septem

ber 30tho He added that already, in so far as such action 

was warranted by the restoration of order, Japan has with- 

drawn a considerable number of troops and will proceed o 

with that withdrawal under the conditions contemplated 

when the necessary security has been afforded. So

Sze declared that no disposition which fails to pro

vide for the immediate cessation of all military operations 

and the withdrawal of the Japanese forces immediately set 

in motion and progressively executed for a period of time 

of the shortest possible duration can pretend to be a sola-
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solution of the problem. Ho said that his government could 

not bargain for withdrawal or consent that withdrawal be 

dependent on any other matter than the arrangement of de

tails for the securing of safety of life and property in 

the evacuated areas.

As to the position of his government concerning the 

proposed commission of inquiry he said that while nuking 

no objection to it but on the contrary favoring any? means 

of obtaining more accurate knowledge of events in Manchu

ria the Chinese will not for a moment agree that the crea

tion of a commission should in any way furnish an excuse 

for a delay in beginning, and progressively carrying out 

in the shortest possible time the complete withdrawal of 

the Japanese troops. The Chinese Government he stated 

will not bo willing to discuss the proposal for a commis

sion of inquiry upon any other basis.

All members of the Council endorsed the proposal for 

a commission as a move calculated to further a settlement 

of the immediate situation us well as of the underlying 

difficulties. A draft resolution is being elaborated. 

WSB SHA’7
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Koo called on me November 21, 10:30 p.m. and informed 

me that his government was informed that a public session of 

the League Council was even then about to open at which a 
L 

resolution would be introduced providing for a method of 

dealing with controversy in Lianchuria. He said Briand had 

informed Sze of salient features of the proposed resolution 

under the following headings:

Number One. The League would send a commission to

Hanchuria which should not be related to evacuation but 

would continue for a more or less indefinite time for th^ 
g 

purpose of investigating pending questions; during this rime 

the resolution of September 30 would remain in force; pi
eg Ü 

Number Two. The Commission would be composed of —•

Europeans and an American to be sent at the earliest datej 

Number Three. The Commission would deal with any 

question which might be raised by any member of the League 

(Briand pointed out to Sze that this would give China an 

opportunity to raise any point which it might desire to 

submit for investigation). 
Number Four.

F
/D

EW
 

793.94/2814
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Number Four. Briand observed that even if China were 

to invoke Article 15 of the League Covenant a commission 

similar to that proposed would still have to be appointed.

Number Five. Briand expressed the opinion that the 

presence of this commission on the spot would quiet the 

situation in Ifenchuria and Japan ’would be obliged to 

evacuate the occupied areas in four or five months.

Number Six. Briand hoped that China would not oppose 

this proposal since it would establish certain principles, 

and details could be worked out subsequently.

Number Seven. In the resolution the Council would 

ask for the immediate cessation of hostilities and for 

speedy evacuation, but 'without fixing a time limit, and the 

Council would insist on an understanding by Japan not to 

extend the areas of occupation.

Number Eight. If the resolution were adopted the 

Council would adjourn to reassemble subject to the call of 

any member of the League Council.

Koo told me that Sze was led to believe that Japan 

had indicated its readiness to accept a resolution of this 

character.

Two. Koo informed me that the Chinese Government had 

already telegraphed to Sze that this proposal was not 
- .  -——   ie to
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acceptable to China and that a counter-proposal was being 

worked out which would be sent to hi.: very shortly. The 

Chinese Government’s chief grounds of objection to the 

proposal were that it was vague in its terms, it provided 

no time limit for evacuation, and it provided no method of 

bringing China and Japan together for a general settlement 

of outstanding questions.

Three. Koo then described to me the principal features 

of the counter-proposal which had been drafted and accepted 

by important members of the Special Commission on Foreign 

Relations and would undoubtedly be passed by the commission 

November 22. These features were as follows:

Number One. It provides for the immediate cessation 

of hostilities.

Number Two. It stipulates for the evacuation of 

occupied territory within a fixed period.

Number Three. China is to give assurances for the 

security of Japanese life and property in Manchuria.

Number Four. The League will "arrange for" a commis- • 

sion of neutral observers to supervise evacuation and the 

taking over of evacuated territory (note: Koo pointed out 

that the League would "arrange for" and not "appoint" the 

commission, thus permitting the participation of powers not 

members of the League). '

Number Five. China and Japan will reaffirm the 
principle of respect for treaty obligations ["including the

U. League Covenant
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League Covenant, the Anti-War Pact, and the Nine Power 

Treaty on principles J

! Number Six. It will stipulate that China and Japan

j shall enter into immediate discussions, in the presence of 

the neutral observers, on the following cuestions: (a) 

details of evacuation and re-occupation (b) measures to 

safeguard Japanese life and property in Manchuria

Number Seven. All questions between China and Fapan

relating to Manchuria will 

a conference of interested

be discussed£Znd determined^ 

powers which will be jointly

convoked by the United States and the League, with the 

following principles serving as the basis for discussion 

and 
r<w

settlement: (a) safeguarding peace in the Far East 

the promotion of the economic development of Manchuria

through international cooperation removing causes of

misunderstanding between China and Japan.

Four. Koo remarked that on several occasions the

League Council had been guided by what it understood to bo 

the attitude of the American Government in regard to a 

given proposal and ho said that on this account the Chinese 

Government was most anxious to learn at the earliest possibl 

date whether the Chinese counter-proposal outlined above 

would receive the support of the government at Washington. 

He therefore urged that I inform the Department immediately 

regarding the nature of the counter-proposal and that I 

give this information to him when recivcd. He stated that 

the Chinese Government would welcome any
comments
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comments or suggestions which the Department might desire . . ' .............
to make.

Five. I suggested to Koo that Sze be instructed to 

communicate this information to Ambassador Dawes in Faris 

and Koo asked that Dawes be informed of the Department’s 

attitude for communication to Sze.

JOHNSON.
OX



DECLASSIFIED; E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By /nHX* 0- NARS, Date /J./y.-yy

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be
fore being communicated from 
to anyone. ....

# A' 
Secretary of State

PEIPING

Dated November 22, 1931

Rac’d 9:45 a.m.

Washington X/x

DOUBLE PRIORITY

983, November 22, 1 p.m.

Pollowing from Minister

T]

D 
m

"November 22, 3 a.m. CONFIDENTIAL. With reference

to my telegram of November 20, 9 a.m., I have just been 

informed by my British and French colleagues that re

sponsive to statement of Soong relative to our sending 

of observers to i-'ianchuriu and in view of possibility of 

developments in and about Chinchow, the French Minister
§ 

has been instructed by Paris to send observers into Man- - 

churia to watch events at Tsitsihar end Chinchow. Lamp-.? 

son is informed that similar instruction will be sent to —

co 
CH
(0

M 
00
01

him but he is anticipating them and is ordering Military 

Attache Titimoss to proceed to Chinchow at once to observe 

and report to him upon conditions and developments there.

I have been informed by French Minister that Washington 

is being approached to send similar observers. Pending 

receipt of such instructions it is my desire that Military 

Attache proceed at once to Chinchow for the purpose of re- 
r—-— - porting
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reporting to me upon situation there, what if any Chinese 

troops are concentrating there and any developments that 

may arise. Confidentially I infer that we may expect a 

movement by Japanese forces from direction of Mukden to

ward Chinchow and I would like to have any developments 

on this line watched for and reported upon."

For the Ministor

ET-GLRT
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noon. 793.94/2815

I
In a telegram dated November 22 from Nanking// Minister 

i 7Johnson reports that he has been informed 'by,'hisi British and 
French'colleagues(that/in response to'statement of Soong' in 

/ ' I I /regard to ; sending 'observers to Manchuria/and in'view of' 
' / / / ' / ’ / Î

possibility of/developments in and about Chinchow/ the French 
Minister(has been instructed(to send/observers/into!1 Manchuria

' I I i / < Ito watch events /at (Tsitsihar and Chinchow; and that/the
’) , 1 / ' . ,

British ; Minister'is' anticipating similar'instructions (which he 
/ j ' / / /expects'to receive/by ordering the British1Military Attaché 'to 

proceed/to^Chinchow/at once J Minister/Johnson'infers that! a 
movement>byiJapanese forces^toward I Chinchow ^ay be expected.^

Minister^Johnson।has been informed/by the French/Minister/ 

that the Department/ will be/approached ^o send ^similar// 
observers/ The Department7 has replied /to klinister/johnson । 
that it/has not yet'been approached/with such/a request^but 1 

approves his/sending! the Military Attaché,/without reference
I । / 1 s : i 1 ! <to 'such (request and in| regular course^ to Chinchow for

observation.^

Sent by operator.. 19.

Index Bn-No. 50.
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observation. The Department 'is informed, that the 
Military Attaché left for} Chinohow .'on Novembe/ 23.

1

CI^ t/ 
Nov 25,1881.

/H4^

w 
FE:MMH:REK x FE

Enciphered by________ -----------------------

Sent by operator M.,------------------- • 19------ »------------------------------------
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AMERICAN LEGATION

Washington, 

fita^ember 25,fi931

O\!

PEIPING (CHINA)

DOUBLE PRIORITY.
CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE MINISTER.

Your 983, November 22, 1 p.m. The Department has 
not as yet been approached with such a request but ap
proves your seeding the Military Attache, without 
reference to such request and in regular course, to 
Chinchow for observation as you propose.

793.94/2815

Enciphered by_____________________

a2^1831 e

Sent by operator-----------------M.,------------------- - 19----- .---------------------------------

Index Bu.—No. 50. v a. govirhment pbintino ornes: itM 1—138
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Secretary of Sta^

Washington

From

980, November 22, 10 a.m

iiukden:Following from American

S3I

November 21, 6 p.m. Japanese headquarters reports

that throe trains of Chinese troops passed Shanhaikuan

moving north. pr^ss today devotes much

space to northerly movement of Chinese troops along the

Peking-liukd jn Railway and reports main concentration of

F/D
EW 

793.94/2816

troops to bo around Koupungtza.

Japanese replacement brigade detrained and is being

hold, it is believed, in readiness for Offensive- action

against Chin Helen. Several trustworthy reports indicate

that this is probable objective of next Japanese attack.

Reliable information received that ex-Emperor wont

back to Nairin on tho 18th".

07 - ■ '■

Rèc '

s

04

to banking -rd Commander in Chief.

For ths.

GFRT

GW
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Washington, 
November 23, 1931

PARIS (France),

FOR AMBASSADOR DAWES.
For.your information and confidential as to source.
The American Consul General at Harbin reports under date

November 2(V that Chang Ching Hui, pro-Japanese Civil 
Administrator of the Chinese Eastern Railway, has been urged

by Japanese officials and allegedly publicly requested by the 
QUOTE people UNQUOTE of Tsitsihar to take over the duties of
the Provincial Governor. The Consul General believes that 
at Harbin there will be a peaceful turning over of provincial 
and town positions from anti-Japanese to pro-Japanese Chinese 
officials. The Consul General states that the Japanese 
military now control either directly or indirectly through 
pro-Japanese Chinese officials the whole of Manchuria. 

The American Consul General at Mukden reports under date 
November 23/that, according to Japanese headquarters, three 
trains of Chinese troops passed Shanhaikuan moving north and 
that the Japanese press reports the main concentration of 
Chinese troops to be around Koupangtze, about thirty miles 
north of Chinchow; and that several trustworthy reports 

Enciphered by____________________ ind i cat e
Sent by operator__________ M.,------------------ - 19----- .------ ------- -----------------

Index Bu.—No. 50. *—“»

793.94/2816
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indicate that Chinchow is the probable objective of the next 
Japanese attack.

The American Ambassador at Tokyo reports under date
/ZU*!

November 21/that the Chief of the Japanese General Staff has 
stated to the Military Attachés that QUOTE a contention 

advanced by the Nanking Government to force Japan to withdraw 
her troops before the opening of direct parley between Japan 
and China is out of the question until the peace and order in 
various districts of Manchuria are restored to normal and the 
lives and property of our residents are fully guaranteed 
UNQUOTE. The Ambassador reports further that the Vice 
Minister of foreign Affairs mentioned to a member of the 
Embassy staff that the Manchurian affair might cause the 
downfall of Chiang Kai-shek’s Government; that a situation 
might arise where there would be no Government in China; and 
that in Manchuria there wmmS be some sort of government " 
through tne growth of the local defense committees, with a 

general supervisor or Governor under appointment from or 

recognized oy the Chinese Government.

\-. JM-
FE:MMH:REK EE

Enciphered by___ _________

Sent by operator___________ M.,------------------- » 19--------------
U. 8. GOVFRNMrNT PRINTING OHTCl: IMS 1

Index Bu.—No. 50.
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Washington
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Dated November 22, 1231

Lh tAdJFKN aFFAIRSP

Tho status quo on the Chinese- meas£-

of evacuation which should accompàh^l^é,*^pointmo^t

commission is still the same

telephone communicated to Sze th. informatioix^hich

ures 

of a 

your

you authorized me to give with, I think, good effect.

I am confidentially informed through the Secretary 

General that the proposal for a commission of inquiry 

takes the following form at the present moment and is 

being transmitted in this form to Tokyo by Yoshizawa 
h? 

(GRAY) "The Council having noted the declarations' 

made and communication presented the representatives of 
gj & 

China and Japan in the course of the proceedings of th^ 

Council in regard to the appeal of China under Article 11 

of the Covenant;

Decides to appoint a commission of ten members to 

study on the spot and to report to the Council on any 

circumstance arising out of th~ said declarations and 
communications
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Secretary of Stat

777, November 22

Washington '

PARIS

The status quo on the Chinesé<j)

of evacuation which should accompdhj^t^e4^ 

commission is still the same. I have nbwdM

telephone communicated to Sze th. informati

TELEGRAM RECEIVED
x/lAi-

This t<, legrun must be 
closely paraphrased be- From 
fore being communicated 
to anyone. '

Dated November 22, 1931

Ue^tqibuofStat*

FROL.: AMBASSADOR DA*'ICS

veur

you authorized nu to give with, I think, good effect.

I am confidentially informed through the Secretary 

G-cn.ral that the proposal for a commission of inquiry 

takes the following form at the present moment and is 

being transmitted in this form to Tokvo by Yoshizawa* Orn 
(GRAY) TTThc Council having noted the declarations

made and communication presented the representatives of L 

China and Japan in the course of the proceedings of th^ 

Council in regard to the appeal of China under article 11 

of the Covenant;

Decides to appoint a commission of ten members to 

study on the spot and to report to the Council on any 

~ circumstance arising out of tiu said declarations and 
r communications

I 
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EW 
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communications affecting the relations between fthina and 

Japan which threatens to disturb internaticnal peace or 

the good understanding between the two nations upon which 

peace depends.

Àach Government will have the right to indicate to 

the Chairman of the commission any question, falling, with

in its terms of reference as defined above, the examina

tion of which it particularly desires". (END GRAY)

The following is Sweetser’s report on the above 

"The resolution has been put in this form in order 

to limit the commission to matters covered by declara

tions and communications made during the course of the 

present dispute. This would s^ve the commission from 

having to take up every problem within the field of Chi

nese-Japanese relations.

Further the right would be given to each government 

to raise any question it dcisre’. This would avoid a 

general discussion here and allow complete liberty later. 

The Japanese could if they desired raise the question of 

boycott; the Chinese could similarly raise that of com

pensation. Thus neither would have to argue at this time 

the question of what should be discussed by the commis

sion.

The Commission would also be given a wide geograph

ical latitude being allowed to pursue its studies "on the 
spot".
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spot". This is phrased in order to include Nanking, 

Peiping, Tokyo and Mukden.

The Japanese originally suggested a commission of 

five members to include an American, an Englishman, a 

Frenchman, a Chinese and a Japanese. It has been sug

gested, however, that it would be better to have the Chi

nese and Japanese as assessors rather than as members. 

This text, elaborated after considerable discussion 

with the Japanese, is considered to be a great improve

ment on their original proposal which was limited to 

the internal conditions of China only and which would 

not have been accepted by the Chinese and probably 

not recommended by the other members of the Council.

If this text is approved by Tokyo and by the Chi

nese it would be embodied as part of the whole general 

resolution embracing not only the commission idea but al

so the September 30th resolution the cessation of hostil

ities and evacuation. The principal difficulty now is 

to find an arrangement regarding evacuation which will 

be satisfactory to the public sentiment of both Japan and 

China. The Japanese have stated hoiiever that the two 

ideas of commission and evacuation are separate and that 

evacuation could take place as the other conditions per
mitted and
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and without relation to the commission..

In this connection two other suggestions..have been 

made first that in order to bridge over the time necessary 

for the commission to be constituted and proceed to the 

spot it might be possible to begin at onee the gathering 

of the essential materials and second that in order to 

obviate the long delay until the committee makes its 

final report the committee might be empowered to make 

interim reports on any specific phases of the subject 

which it thought it might usefully complete at an 

earlier date1’

SHAW
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One. Koo has just callc^ to say that Chinese draft

was submitted to Foreign Affairs Commission today and was

adopted with a few changes and it is now being telegraphed

to Sze at Paris v;ith instructions to furnish copy to Dawes

Two o Draft adopted is as follows with clauses

numbered in paragraph Fo, three of telegram under refer

F/D
EW 

793.94/2818

ence :

Ko no change

Fo fixed at 2 (repeat 2) w< ks

1

2

3, no change

Ko 4, Commission of neutral representatives to be 

jointly appointed by League and American to supervise

nation a. over of evacuated territory; to study

situation in Manchuria and report for information of con- 

fcrc-nce mentioned in clause 7.

Ko. 5, no change

No 6, no change.

No 7. A conference of interested powers to be joint
ly convoked by the League and the United States
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States to discuss and to settle all questions between 

China and Japan relating >0 Manchuria on the basis of 

the principles embodied in the Covenant of the League, 

anti~V/ar Pact and Nine Power Treaty with a view to 

safeguarding peace in the Far East and to promoting 

economic development of Manchuria through international 

cooperation.

Three. Above proposal will be accompanied according 

to Koo by an introductory statement somewhat along 

following lines:

Japan in the view ofChina by continued hostilities 

extending occupation in Manchuria has violated those 

covenant provisions enjoining members from going to war, 

especially articles X, XII, XIII and XV» In view of 

this violation, China is of the opinion that League 

should apply sanctions provided for in article XVI which 

in effect says that if any member should go to war in 

violation of articles XII, XIII or XI it would be 

considered ipso facto to have committed

an act
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and act of war against other members who are forthwith 

to put sanctions into force. Io uphold the sanctity of 

the Covenant and to fulfill the purpose of its existence 

the League should proceed at once to apply this Article, 

but knowing the Council's natural hesitation in pursuing 

this course China does not wish to insist at present upon 

the enforcement of this Article until every chance of a 

peaceful settlement has been exhausted. It is in this • 

spirit of conciliation that China offers this couhter 

proposal.

JOHNSON

WSB
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PLAIN
From Peiping

Dated November 23, 1931

riec'd 7^£P a.m.
Divisyn of x.

Secretary of State UOPléS S® ” Js MkFffirAFFAIRS'!

................  \ n N FW asm ngE on \ O- ^2*-**^* I J
~~~ fr\. Department of Stat#

(/ x—
991, November 23. 'zZ r ■ /

xieuter report from liukden, twenty-second'.

"It is learned on good authority that a new Mukden 

Government will shortly declare control over the three 

Eastern Provinces, Fengtien, Kirin and Heilungkiang 

with a republican form of government."

For the Minister
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Dated November 23, 1931

Rac’d 1:10 a.m.

Secretary of State, 

Washington

PRIORITY.

986, November

COPIES SENT TO bi 
O.N.I.ANDM. LP./m

23, 9 a.m.

>a of

’931

Legation’s 983, November 22, 1 p.m.
t 

Colonel Marge^s is leaving tonight for

Chinchow. Captain Tenney returned November 21st f/

y from Harbin. Please advise War Department.

Nanking informed.

For the Minister
J

<1 I ENGERT
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Doctor Sze circulated this evening the following 

memorandum addressed to all members of the Council other 

(D

than China and Japan.
N 
CO 
W

"In order to remove all possibility of misunder

standing I deem it my duty to place before you the 

following considerations affecting yesterday’s proposals

for the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry.

One. In the present emergency there can be no, o 
- p

objection to a properly constituted Commission to p

investigate and report upon the existing situation in $ co v co
Manchuria. Indeed it is a step which might well have

been taken two months ago had not Japan refused to

entertain the suggestion.

Two. I beg, however, to point out that the 

creation at this juncture of such a Commission, however 

constituted and whatever the scope of its activity 

might be, is a purely illusory proposal unless it is

based
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based upon a simultaneous effective disposition covering 

the immediate needs of a situation which brooks no 

further delay. To put the matter more concretely 

inquiry without at the same time providing for immediate 

cessation of hostilities and for the withdrawal of 

Japanese forces (such withdrawal to begin at once and 

proceed progressively to prompt completion) becomes a 

mere device to condone and perpetuate for a more or less 

indefinite period the unjustifiable occupation of 

China’s territory by an aggressor who has already 

'virtually attained his unlawful objective while those 

discussions have been going on.

Three. In the circumstances you will readily 

see that as I tried to make plain at yesterday’s meeting 

of the Council it is quite impossible for me to consider 

the proposal in question or to participate in working 

out the details connected with it until the bases above 

mentioned have been adequately laid down.

China still sincerely hopes for a genuine solution 

of the problem at the hands of the Council but she 

can hardly be expected seriously to visualize proposals 

that ignore and evade the essential factors which lie 

at the very foundation of her appeal to the League of 

Nations’1.

SHAW

JHR
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• Secretary of State

Washington

779, November 22, 8 p.m

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES

Sir John Simon and Sir Eric

callee1, upon me. I read them 7 78,

22,Datea No

st

%.
*0b

Rec'd 10:22 p

have justummond

November 22, 4 p.m.,

FAR EASJLRX 

0V24 J93J
"tmenf of Stat*

in order to apprise them of Sze’s exact attitude. I
have also informed them confidentially as individuals 

of the importance in your mind, so far as regarded the 

presence of an American on the proposed commission, 

of the difference between a commission appointed by 

the League against the opposition of one of the dis

putants, and exclusively under the League’s authority, 

and one which is appointed with the approval of both 

Japan and China. ’Without making any commitment for 

you, I stated to them that you were inclined to be

lieve that the membership of an American might be 

desirable upon a neutral commission of investigators 

agreed to by Japan and China pending an armistice. 

I did this so that Simon and Drummond would realize 

the importance, so far as American participation was -V 
concerned
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concerned, of the commission being appointed by unanimous 

agreement under article 11 instead of Article 15 by the 

Council, with Japan and China excluded.

Simon and Drummond without having yet submitted it 

to Yoshizawa or Sze, have furnished me a copy of a tenta

tive resolution of the Council which takes the place of 

the draft resolution contained in my 777, November 21, 

1 a.m. with which they hope by its first paragraph to 

somewhat appease Sze provided they can get will agree Sze’ 

agreement to it. It is herewith submitted to you. for 

observation. I shall quote it at the end of this text

ually for your information and for any comment you think 

appropriate.

Simon and Drummond realize the fact which is be

coming increasingly evident that what most influences 

Japan and China is the attitude of the United States.

They understand I think that what has chiefly in

fluenced Japan's recent effort toward moderation and what 

is preventing Sze from immediately, by opposition, check

ing further consideration of the situation by the Council 

under article 11 is one and the same thing, to wit the 

influence of the United States. This led them to ask me 

whether it would be possible for you to consider suggest

ing to both (repeat to both) parties that they be satis

fied with the substance of what is suggested in the purely 
tentative
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concerned, of the commission being appointed by unanimous 

agreement under article 11 instead of Article 15 by the 

Council, with Japan and China excluded.

Simon and Drummond without having yet submitted it 

to Yoshizawa or Sze, have furnished me a copy of a tenta

tive resolution of the Council which takes the place of 

the draft resolution contained in my 777, November 21, 

1 a.m. with which they hope by its first paragraph to 

somewhat appease Sze provided they can get will agree Sze’ 

agreement to it. It is herewith submitted to you. for 

observation. I shall quote it at the end of this text

ually for your information and for any comment you think 

appropriate.

Simon and Drummond realize the fact which is be

coming increasingly evident that what most influences 

Japan and China is the attitude of the United States.

'■They understand I think that what has chiefly in

fluenced Japan's recent effort toward moderation and what 

is preventing Sze from immediately, by opposition, check

ing further consideration of the situation by the Council 

under article 11 is one and the same thing, to wit the 

influence of the United States. This led them to ask me 

whether it would be possible for you to consider suggest

ing to both (repeat to both) parties that they be satis

fied with the substance of what is suggested in the purely 
tentative
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tentative declaration quoted below. The reasons advanced 

for it from Simon's standpoint are obvious. Some of the 

reasons for not doing so from our standpoint seem to me 

equally obvious: It would constitute a recommendation 

on the part of the United States in favor of the applica

tion of the machinery of the League of Nations which might 

subject us to misunderstanding in our own country and in

volve us in the failure of the League's efforts the pros

pects of which are only too tangible. On the other hand 

it is becoming increasingly difficult for the Council to 

withstand the internal pressure of some members to do some

thing and then get away irrespective of the consequences, 

■any step therefore which we can take which would help to 

avert an impasse between China and Japan just at present 

it is our duty at least carefully to consider. I, there

fore, pass on Simon's suggestion and await instructions.

The early, if not immediate, Japanese withdrawal 

from Tsitsihar which Debuchi assures you is being attempted 

becomes increasingly important. If this withdrawal occurs 

it might make much easier the agreement of both China and 

Japan to the substance of the League's tentative plan of 

procedure.

Drummond is most apprehensive over alarming informa

tion he has received that the Japanese intend to occupy 
Chinchow.
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Chinchow.

I told Simon and Drummond that you wore much inter- 

cstei’ in knowing just what would be the scope of the pro

posed Commission's activities, the terms of reference, 

any reservations that may be made by any party and all 

other relevant details, and they must be submitted to you 

before you could make any decision about participation.

The tentative rc-assurance under consideration above 

referred to is as follows:

(GR’SEN) One. The Council recalls and reaffirms 

the resolution passed unanimously by it on September 30 

by which the two parties declare that they are solemnly 

bound. It therefore calls upon the Chinese and Japanese 

Governments to take all steps necessary to assure its 

execution so that the withdrawal of the Japanese troops 

within the railway zone - a point to which the Council 

attaches the utmost importance - may be effected as speed

ily as possible.

Two. Considering that events in Manchuria have 

assumed an even more serious aspect since the Council 

meeting of October 24 calls upon the two Governments;

(a) - To give the strictest orders to the commanders 

of their respective forces to refrain from any initiative 

which may lead to further fighting and loss of life.
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(b) - To take all measures necessary to avoid any 

further aggravation of the situation.

Three. Invites the two parties as well as the other 

members of the Council to continue to keep the Council in

formed as to the development of the situation.

Four. Desiring on the other hand in view of the 

special circumstances of the case to contribute towards 

a definitive and fundamental solution of the questions 

at issue between the two Governments, 

Decides to appoint a commission of three members 

to study on the spot and to report to the Council on any 

circumstances affecting international relations which 

threatens to disturb peace between China and Japan or the 

good understanding between them upon which peace depends.

The Governments of China and of Japan will each have 

the right to nominate one assessor to the commission. It 

is understood that the commission has no mandate to inter

fere in any negotiations which may be initiated between 

the two parties or to supervise the movements of the mili

tary forces of either party. '

N B. The President after the adoption of the reso

lution will state

(a) - That each of the two Governments will have the 

right to indicate to the chairman of the commission any 
question
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question the examination of which it particularly desires 

(b ) - That the commission may should it so desire

furnish the-Council with interim reports"

SHA’J
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Washington

779, November 22

FROM AMBASSADOR. DAWES

dec'd 10;22 p.m.7 21st

8 p

Sir John Simon and Sir Eric Drummond have just 

called upon me. I read them 778, November 22, 4 p.m., 

in order to apprise them of Sze!s (?) attitude. I have 

also informed (?) confidentially as individuals of the 

importance in your mind, so far as regarded the presence 

of an American on the proposed commission, of the differ

ence between a commission appointed by the League against 

the opposition of one of the disputants, and exclusively 

under the League’s authority, and one which is appointed 
(China?) ‘

with the approval of both Japan and , .Without c

making any commitment for you, I (#) to them that you 

were inclined to believe that the membership of an 

American might be desirable upon a neutral commission of 

(?) agreed to by Japan and China pending an armistice.

I did this so that Simon unci Drummond would realize the 

importance, so far as American participation was concerned, 

of the commission being appointed by unanimous agreement 

under Article 11 instead of article 15 by the Council, 

with Japan and China excluded. Simon
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Dated November 22, 19

ecretary of State

Washington

779, November 22, 8 p

FROM ALiBASui ADO A. DAJEo

Sir John Simon and Sir Eric Drummond have just 

called upon me. I read them 778, November 22, 4 p.m., 

in order to apprise them of Sze’s (?) attitude. I have 

also informed (?) confidentially as individuals of the 

importance in your mind, so far as regarded the presence 

of an American on the proposed commission, of the differ

ence between a commission appointed by the League against 

the opposition of one of the disputants, and exclusively 

under the League’s authority, and one which is appointed

F/D
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(China?)
with the approval of both Japan and <p.'r *?u- . > .Without

making any commitment for you, I to them that you

were inclined to believe that the membership of an

American might be desirable upon a neutral commission of 

(?) agreed to by Japan and China pending an armistice. 

I did this so that Simon and Drummond would realize the 

importance, so far as American participation was concerned, 

of the commission being appointed by unanimous agreement 

under Article 11 instead of article 15 by the Council, 

with Japan and China excluded. Simon
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Simon and Drummond without having yet submit tea. - > 

it to Yoshizawa or Sze, have furnished me a copy of a 

tentative resolution of the Council which takes the place 

of the draft resolution contained in my 777, November 21, 

1 a.m* with which they hope 'oy its first paragraph to some 

what appease Sze provided they can ...et (?) SzeTs agree

ment to it. It is herewith submitted to you for observa

tion. I shall quote it at the. end of this textually for 

your information and for any comment you think appropri

ate •

Simon and Drummond realize the fact which is be

coming increasingly evident that what most influences 

Japan and China is the attitude of the United States.

They understand I think that what has (?) Japanfs 

recent effort toward moderation and what is preventing 

Sze from immediately by opposition checking further 

consideration of the situation by the Council under 

Article 11 is one and the same thing, to wit the in

fluence of the United States. This led them to ask 

me whether it would be possible for you to consider 

suggesting to both (repeat to both) parties that they 

be satisfied with the substance 01 what is suggested in 

the purely tentative declaration quoted below. The 

reasons advanced for it from bimon!s standpoint are 00- 

vious• Some of the reasons xor not doin : so from our 

standpoint seem to me equally obvious: It would w 
constitute



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. NARS, Date

HS &-#779, from Paris, Nov.. 22, 1931, 10x22 
p »m..

constitute a recommendation (on?) of the part of the 

neutral powers in favor of the application of the machin

ery of the League of Nations which might subject us to 

mi sunders t andin g in our own country and (?) us in the 

failure of the League’s efforts the prospects of which are 

onl” too tangible. On the other hand it is becoming in

creasingly difficult for the Council to withstand the in

ternal pres^uro of some members to do something and then 

act away irrespective of the consequences, any step there 

fore which we can take which would help to avert an im

passe between China and Japan just at present it is our 

duty at least carefully to consider. I, therefore, pass 

on Simon’s suggestion and await instructions.

The early, if not immediate, Japanese withdrawal 

from Tsitsihar which Debuchi* assures you is being attemp

ted becomes increasingly important. If this withdrawal 

occurs it might make much easier the agreement of both 

China and Japan to the substance of the League’s tentative 

plan of procedure.

Drummond is most apprehensive over alarming informa

tion ho has received that the Japanese intend to occupy 

Chinchow.

I told
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I told Simon and Drummond that you were much 

interested in knew ing just what vo uld be the scope 

of the p? oposed Commissi on’s activities, the terms <f 

reference, any reservations that may be made by any party 

and all other relevant details, and they must be 

submitted to you before you could make ayy decidon 

about about prticiption.

• The tentative reassurance under consideration 

.hove referred to is as follows:
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(GREEN) One. The Council recalls and (î) 

a sharp the resolution passed unanimously by it 

on September 30 by which the two parties declare 

that they are solemnly bound. It therefore calls 

upon the Chinese and Japanese governments to take 

all steps necessary to assure its execution so that 

the withdrawal of the Japanese troops within the 

railway zone — a point to which the Council attaches 

the utmost importance - may be effected as speedily 

as possible.

Two. Considering .that events in Manchuria 

have assumed an even more serious aspect since the 

Council meeting of October 24 calls upon the two 

governments.

(a) - To give the strictest orders to the 

commanders of their respective forces to refrain 

from any initiative which may lead to further fighting 

and loss of life.

(b) ~ To take all measures necessary to avoid 

aaay further aggravation of the situation.

3?hree
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Three. Invites the two parties as well as 

the other members of the Council to continue to 

keep the Council informed as to the development 

of the situation.

Four. Desiring on the other hand in view of 

the special circumstances of the case to contribute 

towards a definitive and fundamental solution of 

the questions at issue between the two government^, 

Decides to appoint a commission of three 

members to study on the spot and to report to the 

Council on any circumstances affecting international 

relations which threatens to disturb peace between 

Q|)ina and Japan oar the good understanding between 

them upon which peace depends.

The governments of China and of Japan will 

each have the right to nominate one assessor to the 

commission. It is understood that the commission 

has no mandate to interfere in any negotiations which 

may be initiated between the two parties or to super

vise the movements of the military forces of either

party
N B. The
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N B, The President after ths adoption of the

resolution will state

(a) - That each of the two governments will

have the right to indicate to the chairman of the

commission any question the examination of which it

particularly desires

(b) - That the commission may should 
the

desire furnish/Oouncil with interim reports"

it so

DAS

SHAW
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From
Paris

Dated

Rec4 a

November 22,.>]/é3
*'-rX

10155 p^m,!

Secretary of State

Washington

780, November 22, midnight

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES.

>n of >
FAR FASrffiN AFFAII 

NOV 2 3 1931
Department of Stat*

After consultation with Briand the draft/ r , 
/Jè *

resolution contained in my 779, November 22, 8 p.m.,
_____ »

has been modified by adding a new paragraph numbered

4 as follows, the words "as well as the other member^ 

of the Council" being omitted from paragraph numbered 3J

"invites the other members of the Council to furnish 

the Council with information received from their 

Representatives on the spot".

The old paragraph numbered 4 now becomes 5 and 

has been slightly changed to read as follows: 

"desiring, on the other hand, in view of the special 

circumstances of the case, to contribute towards a 

definitive and fundamental solution of the questions

1 
1031

at issue
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at issue between the two governments,

Decides to appoint a commission of 3 members to 

study on the spot and to report to the Council on 

any circumstance which, affecting international 

relations, threatens to disturb peace between China 

and Japan, or the good understanding between them, 

upon which peace depends.

The Governments of China and of Japan will 

each have the right to nominate one assessor to the 

commission. It is understood that should the two 

parties initiate any negotiations these will not 

fall within the scope of the terms of reference of 

the commission, nor will the commission supervise 

the movements of the military forces of either party"

GW
SHAW
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AM GRAY

TELEGRAM RECEIJ^JÇJÎng via n. r.

Secretary of State

Washington

_JDated

From Rec’d

989, November 23, noon.

Legation’s 947, November 17, 10 "a.m

1931

5:30 a.m

November 23,

Mt of Stat.

Legation has now received from chief inspectors

of salt revenue Shanghai a letter transmitting

mimeographed copy of their report of November 9th to

the Minister of Finance regarding seizure of salt

revenue in Manchuria by Japan. Substance of report

was telegraphed by Minister of Finance to Alfred Sze

F/D
EW 

793.94/2824

at Geneva and it is assumed American representative 

there has been supplied with such summary. However,

American Consul General at Shanghai has been requested 

to obtain additional copies and transmit them to the

Department by next sailing

For the Minister

ENGERT

RR
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MET Peiping via N.R,

TELÉGRAM RECEiyg^d
;d

November 23, 1931

<4

Rec* d
From

Secretary o^^tate
COPIES SENT TO.

990, November 23

7 a.m.

p.m.;3

Washington

Legation’s 862, November 3rd

864, November 3rd, 5 p.m,

Consul General at Mukden in despatch No. 486

of 16th (copy direct to the Department and Tokyo)

reports Japanese military headquarters on October

27th issued a statement defining policy in respect

F/D
EW 

793.94/2825

of seized materials in which foreign firms have

interest. Statement briefly summarized follows:
23

Present situation has been occasioned by 

unlawful actions of Chang Hsueh Liang, Japanese 

army is making every effort to prevent seized 

material from coming into possession of Chang or 

other former officials of the provincial or Nationalist

Governments or bandits. Japanese army, while sympathiz

ing with interested Japanese and other foreign firms

cannot
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cannot dispose of material until present dispute is 
e

settled and ownership of property is cj/termined. The 

matter is being handled fairly and there will be no 

discrimination (end of summary).

Two. Consul General states that the only 

American property now being held by Japanese is / ,

aeroplane referred to in Legation’s 864* of Novenîbet 

3rd, 5 p.m.

For the Minister,

ENGERT

RPF-GW
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PEIPING VIA NR
TELEGRAM RECEIVER Nov- 22_

Following two from American Consul General at Harbin*

One* November 219 4 pm*

One* American correspondents, who returned to Harbin 

this morning, confirm the reports of presence several 

thousand Japanese soldiers in TsitsiharCity where thev
____ ----------------------------- - .--- ----- .... ' v

held parade yesterday and state that General Tamon has 

headquarters in South Manchuria Railway building at

Tsitsihar City*

Two* Chinese report that General Ma, taking with him 

gold reserve, wireless apparatus and what few.’^âitsihar

Provincial Bank notes there were in treasury and bank, isÇ^ 
cc tq 

on his way to Hailun, terminus of Huhai Railway, where he hq 
g?

will set up rebel government* 21

Three. Despite reports that a fierce battle was vza-;ed 

at which? 5,000 Japanese and 20,000 Chinese it is 

believed that the Japanese losses were insignificant aid

the Chinese a little larger* This is due to the fact

that the latter largely fled before former came in contact

with them. (End part one*)

ENGERT

GW
f#)—Apparent unrigs lun
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

CORRECTED FROM CONFIRMATION 
FROM GRAY

Secretary of State, 
Washington

Peiping via N.R.
Dated. November 21, 1931
Rec’d 22nd, 9 a.m.

PART TWO 
(0984, November 21, 1 p.m. Qj

Four. Owing to Japanese control of commun!- (Q
cations, it is difficult for Chinese officials here to \
secure infoimation regarding conditions in Tsitsihar. G3

N)
Five. Situation at Harbin made rather tense by rivalry 0) 

between civil administrator Chang Ching Hui, who has control 
over 2000 newly recruited Chinese police on the one hand, 
and Chief Wan, who has several thousand regular police, 
Commissioner of Education Chou and Commissioner of Communi
cations Hsu, the last two agents of the Kuomingtang, on 
the other hand. Chang is willing to aid Japanese establish 
new government, while the others are opposed to Chang’s 
attitude in this respect. I believe Japanese might attempt 
to persuade defeated General Ma to inaugurate new government.

Six. A wealthy representative Chinese merchant of good 
standing informed me personally that Heilungkiang provincial 
finances are in a mess, old Governor Wu, having milked 

(END PART TWO) 
GW-RPF ENGERT
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Secretary

From Peiping via N.R.

Rec’d 2 9 a.m,

of State

Washington

PART TWO.

Dated November 21,-1931

control of co

for Chilies

icers hesitate to secure

information regardin^Ccombat in Tsitsihar

Harbin made rather tense

se

se Consulate

984, November 21, Ip
A

Four, ^wing to Jap a

cations and wiUfeout Jap

northwest provinc

Five. Situa on a

by rivalry betwe civil administrator Chang Ching

Hui, who has c/ntrol over 2000 nejvly recruited Chinese

police on th one hand, and Chief Whn, who has several 

thousand regular police, Commissioner of Education

■ Chou and/Commissioner of Communications'Hsu, (?) two

agents .of the Kuomingtang, on the other hand. Chang

is willing (?) Japanese establish new government

while the others are opposed to Chang’s attitude in

this respect. I believe Japanese might attempt to

persuade defeated General Ma to inaugurate new government

Six
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zRec’d 22nd, 9 a.m. 
/ (PART TWO) 

/'

Six. A wealthy representative Chinese merchant 

good standing informeome peçéonally that Heilungkiang 

provincial finances are in à\mess, old Governor Wu, 

having milked a / \
(END PART TWO) / X.

/ \
/ ENGERT

/
GW-RPF /
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Peiping via N. R.

M- Dated November 21, 1931

■■s<. " • From Rec’d 9 a.m. 22nd

Secretary of State.

Washington, D. C.

984, November 21, 1 p.m. (Part Three.) 

£5=? province for the equivalent of American dollars • 

35,000,000, W.anFu Lin of 10,000,000 and his son 

Wan Kuai-ping of 10,000,000. Just before the trouble 

started on the Nonni River, Young V7an sold $11,000,000 

Tsitsihar bank notes, behind which there is nou 

silver nor gold reserve on the local market for 

yen 3,000,000, which nearly caused the total collapse 

of the Harbin dollar. Tsitsihar merchants are reported 

to be petitioning Nanking and local authorities to 

arrest young Wan, who is hiding in this city, for 

embezzlement”.

Two. ’’November 21, 7 p.m. Secretary Chao 

informed me this afternoon that Ma yesterday arrived at 

Pai Chuan and probably today at Hai Lun; that Japanese 

aircraft had pursued and bombarded one of his trains 

and that therefore Ma could not form a government 

because of certainty that Japanese Lair.craft would bomb 

wherever he was, if hg did" 

Repeated to Nanking. (END PART THREE)

For the American Minister 
GW ENGERT
RPF
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This telegram mg£L£GRAM RECWi^D 
carefully paraphrased be- 
fore being communicated to 
anyone.

Secretary of State

Washington

782, November 23, 2 p.m

FROil Ax.IBjiSSADOR DANES

SweetserTs comments on

the day are the following:

:08 a.tnFrom Rec'd

the ï

Dated November 23, 1931

apartment of Stats

s /of

Mfi USf

. mov 2

w
(f
C

the

"A draft resolution embracing the various points of

present conflict including cessation of hostilities,
ft) 
00
PO

evacuation and the proposal for a commission was drafted 

and approved today in conferences between Drummond, Simon

and ’riand (see my telegram No. 779, November 22, 8 

p.m,). It will be presented to a private meeting of the 

twelve members of the Council, exclusive of the parties,

tomorrow mornin? at 10:30. Briand f^-cls that he is not 

justified in immediately presenting it to the parties be-

fore his colleagues have approved it also feels their

approval would add great weight to it and that the matter

&

should be clinched at the earliest possible moment

5^3 difficulties are foreseen as regards the

Japanese. First, the phraseology as regards the cessation 

of hostilities and evacuation is considered to be much more 

precise than they would wish: in this connection, though

wi thout
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without having seen this text, Yoshizawa saw Briand this 

afternoon. He expressed hesitation regarding any suggestion 

for an armistice saying that it was very difficult tc know 

what might happen in lîanchuria; that there were many 

brigands and armed bands throughout the territory and 

that there might even be another concentrât!on such as 

embraces Tsitsihar. The Japanese would need to be free 

to take the necessary action in such contingencies.

The second difficulty foreseen with the Japanese is 

that their formula for the competence of the commission 

would seem to give the commission power to discuss almost 

any question of international relations in the Far East. 

Matsudaira explained to Simon this afternoon that he would 

like the commission to be able to take up any international 

problem. Simon, however, explained that this was quite 

impossible in so far as it affected British interests. 

Briand later expressed the <jame viev^podnX French
interests. As a result the resolution^?) tomorrow was 

phrased to obviate this difficulty’1. November 23, 2 a.m.

SHAW

WSB
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without having seen this text, Yoshizawa saw Briand this 

afternoon. He expressed hesitation regarding any suggestion 

for an armistice saying that it was very difficult to know 

what might happen in Manchuria; that there were many 

brigands and armed bands throughout the territory and 

that there might even be another concentrât!on such as 

embraces Tsitsihar. The Japanese would need to be free 

to take the necessary action in such contingencies.

The second difficulty foreseen with the Japanese is 

that their formula for the competence of the commission 

would seem to give the commission power to discuss almost 

any question of international relations in the Far East, 

Matsudaira explained to Simon this afternoon that he would 

like the commission to be able to take up any international 

problem. Simon, however, explained that this was quite 

impossible in so far as it affected British interests. 

Briand later expressed the (jarne viewpoint as.nc^ards French 

interests. As a result the resolution H?) tomorrow was 

phrased to obviate this difficulty”• November 23, 2 a.m.

SHAW

WSB
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the Japanese have yet seen the text of the proposed 

resolution* There is no reason to believe that it 

is satisfactory to them. I see therefore in the 

situation only a slight promise to hope for a success

ful outcome of the Council!s negotiations. The 

Chinese will not dare without hearing from you to 

make the proposition to the Council in the form stated 

in the Nanking telegram which includes proposals involv

ing demands of the United States. Sze assures me to this 

effect. The situation therefore affords you the 

opportunity of at least temporarily delaying the 

prospective impasse by taking ample and fully justified 

time for consideration of your reply. During this 

time the effort for troop withdrawal reported to you 

by Debuchi may materialize into something helpful to the 

situation. Perhaps you will consider whether the 

present situation does not afford you a good opportunity 

independently of the League and unembarrassed by prior 

discussion with it to express directly to Nanking your 

opinion as to the wise position for China to take at 

this juncture. Again you may deem it wise in view of

the
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3-#783, November 23,
1931

the critical situation as it is now outlined to you 

to make additional representations to Japan. In my 

judgment in the mindsof these several powers the 

attitude of the United States is that which is of 

primary importance and the attitude of the League 

though very important is yet considered by them as 

secondary.

The accompanying telegrams which I am sending 

you tonight I think will bring you up to the moment 

with the sitm tion as it exists here,

SHAW

HPD
CSB
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Dated November 23, 1931

Secretary of State

Washington %

VERY URGENT.

783 November

FROM

TH
From

Rec’d 2:14 a.m,

AMBASSADOR DAWtjJ

s'

23,3a

nent

At midnight tonight Sze^'g^vOr/me copy 

main portions of telegram from Nanking^Qw

f the

through Johnson (?). He told me that his government

desired that your comments upon its message should

be communicated through me to Sze instead of following

FK 793.94/2828

the usual course of communicating directly with

Nanking through Johnson for Nanking to pass on to

Sze. It is evident that Nanking is taking matters

into its own hands and has severely restricted Sze’s

discretion. It also seems evident that if anything

like this Nanking proposition goes before the Council

it means the failure of the League negotiations which

Sze, who seen the text of the proposed resolution of

the Council, wired you in my number 779, November 22

8 p.m. (?) smiled with contempt. I do not know whether 
the
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the Japanese have yet seen the text of the proposed 

resolution. There is no reason to believe that it 

is satisfactory to them. I see therefore in the 

situation only a slight promise to hope for a success

ful outcome of the Council’s negotiations. The 

Chinese will not dare without hearing from you to 

make the proposition to the Council in the form stated 

in the Nanking telegram which (?) proposal stood for 

demands of the United States. Sze assures me to this 

effect. The situation therefore affords you the 

opportunity of at least temporarily delaying the 

prospective impasse by taking ample and fully justified 

time for consideration of your reply. During this 

time the effort for troop withdrawal reported to you 

by Debuchi may materialize into (?) helpful to the 

situation. Perhaps you will consider whether the 

present situation does not afford you a good opportunity 

independently of the League and unembarrassed by prior 

discussion with it to express directly to Nanking your 

opinion as to the wise position for China to take at 

this juncture. Again you may deem it wise in view of
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the Japanese have yet seen the text of the proposed 

resolution. There is no reason to believe that it 

is satisfactory to them. I see therefore in the 

situation only a slight promise to hope for a success

ful outcome of the Council^ negotiations. The 

Chinese -will not dare without hearing from you to 

make "the proposition to the Council in the form stated 

lu the Nanking telegram which (?) proposal stood for 

demands of the United States. Sze assures me to this 

effect. The situation therefore affords you the 

opportunity of at least temporarily delaying the 

prospective impasse by taking ample and fully justified 

time for consideration of your reply. During this 

time the effort for troop withdrawal reported to you 

by Debuchi may materialize into (?) helpful to the 

situation. Perhaps you will consider whether the 

present situation does not afford you a good opportunity 

independently of the Deague and unembarrassed by prior 

discussion with it to express directly to Nanking your 

opinion as to the wise position for China to take at 

this juncture. Again you may deem it wise in view of

the
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1931
From

the critical situation as it is now outlined to you 

to make additional representations to Japan. In my 

judgment in the minds of these several powers the 

attitude of the United States is that which is of 

primary importance and the attitude of the League 

though very important is yet considered by them as 

secondary.

The accompanying telegrams which I am sending 

you tonight I think will bring you up to the moment 

with the situation as it exists here.

SHAW

HPD
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Washington,

November

AMCONSULATE

23, 1931.
Iff

(NANKING) CHINA.

CONFIDENTIAL. FROM STIMSON FOR THE MINISTER.

I have just sent the following telegram to General Dawes:

793

<D
There follow* my views upon the proposed resolution of the

Council contained in your 779, November 22, 8 p.m., and upon the 

proposed Chinese resolution contained in yow cable from Peking 

ro 
co 
i\) 
co

dated November 22, 1 a.m. You may communicate these views, so far 

as you deem it wise in your discretion, to Dr. Sze

The central point of the proposal of the Council is the pro

vision for a neutral commission with broad powers to study and re

port upon all circumstances threatening to disturb the peace be

tween upon

which

China and Japan or the good understanding between them

pes.ce depends. This proposal in its possibilities for 
A

far transcends any proposal which I have thus fe.r seen, not

future

good,

only in these protracted negotiations but in any similar problem

in that part of the world. It proceeds upon the principles which 

underlie substantially all modern treaties of conciliation executed 

by the nations of the western world, and if adopted fere, would 

in my opinion, go further to align the peace methods of China and

Enciphered by

Sent by operator M., 19.

Index Bu.—No. 50. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 10M 1—138
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—2— Washington,

JJepctrfmcnf nf

Japan with those of the rest of the world than any other step which 

could be taken. It seems to me to furnish the most effective means 

possible for reaching a general world understanding of the neces

sities which underlie a permanent solution of the Manchurian prob

lem. The ultimate solution of this problem must be arrived at by 

negotiations between the two nations concerned. But such negotia

tions will be more effective in reaching a just and permanent 

solution when made in the light of the report of such an investiga

tion than if made without it. The period reqiired for the investi

gation will also afford a much needed opportunity for the cooling 

of present hostile feeling. The presence and operation of such 

a commission will, in my opinion, also tend to insure that these 

direct negotiations will not result in the imposition of unjust 

terms by reason of military pressure. The provision for a commission 

thus preserves the essential principle for which we have all been 

striving. The proposal also contains a repetition of the resolu

tion of September 30 containing the covenant of a withdrawal of 

the Japanese troops within the railway zone as speedily as possible. 

It also contains a covenant providing for the abstention on the part 

of military commanders of any initiative which ma,y lead to further 

fighting. The language in which this last proposal is worded seems

Enciphered by_____________________
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Washington,

seems to me to be an effective provision for cessation of hos

tilities, probably the best that can be drawn under existing cir

cumstances.

This proposal represents the painstaking negotiations and 

efforts of the representatives of the nations which have been 

gathered at Geneva and subsequently at Paris in an earnest endeavor 

to secure a peaceful solution of this difficult problem. Taken all 

in all, it seems to this Government to represent the most hopeful 

road towards a solution, and we believe that it carries with it a 

great presumption in its favor and that serious responsibility 

will rest upon its rejection.

Turning now to the counter proposal from Peking. We have 

given Ulis proposal also careful consideration, but we have no 

hesitation in saying that we do not regard this even from the 

standpoint of the interest of China as as effective as the proposal 

which has been reached by the League. In addition to this, it 

contains several provisions which seem to us to be entirely im

practicable. ’ "I

think that you should communicate the substance of this mes

sage to the Chinese Government. This seems to us particularly im

portant, since I have been approached by the Ambassador of one of 

the nations represented in the Council, who states that the Chinese

Enciphered by_____________________

Sent by operator 19.
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are taking a more intransigeant position towards the League 

resolution and are basing their observation on the alleged fact 

that you have told the Chinese Government that the United States 

is willing to go much further than the League in support of the 

Chinese position. The text of the Council's resolution, to which 

I refer above, is being transmitted to you in a separate telegram.

S-BMS
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DOUBLE PRIORITY
NOV 2 5 31

AMERICAN CONSUL

NANKING (CHINA)

' s'" Confidential/from Sti^œcm^fop the Minister. 
Reference my No. 119^/ November 23, 6 p. m. /

thatzyou may' know^hoii^he/ matter/
In order 

thatzyou may know-how ^the/ matter/under^reference 'was pre
sented (to the Japanese Government/1 have'requested;^/ 

Ambassador Forbes ,to repeat/to you. expeditiously,/ for your 
my two/telegrams to him. of/ 

November 2s/and his reply of November 24. A2.^^^ j

You mayïin your discretion/inform Koo orally

regarding the facts.
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(PARIS) FRANCE

<CONFIDENTIAL. «/FROM STIMSON TO DAWES.

Your 783/, November 23, 3 a. m.

There follow^ my views upon the proposed resolution of the

Council contained in your 779, November 22, 8 p.m. , and up’on the
<D 
01

proposed Chinese resolution contained in your"cable from Peking

dated November 22, 1 a.m. You may communicate these views, so far

<0

8.s you deem it wise in your discretion, to Dr. Sze.

The central point of the proposal of the Council is the pro

M 
CO 
W 
00

vision for a neutral commission with broad powers to study and re-

port upon all circumstances threatening to disturb the peace 

tween
be-

which

good,

China and Japan or the good understanding between them 

peace depends, This^proposal in its possibilities for 

far transcends any proposal which I have thus far seen, not

upon

future

only in these protracted negotiations but in any similar problem 

in that part of the world. It proceeds upon the principles which 

underlie substantially all modern treaties of conciliation executed 
AAA.

by the nations of the western world, and if adopted -he-se, would 

in my opinion, go further to align the peace methode of China and 

Japan with those of the rest of the world than any other step which
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could be taken? It seems to me to furnish the most effective 

means possible for reaching a general world understanding of 

the necessities which underlie a permanent solution of the Man

churian problem. The ultimate solution of this problem must be 

arrived at by negotiations between the two nations concerned. 

But such negotiations will be more effective in reaching a just 

and permanent solution when made in the light of the report of 

such an investigation than if made without it. The period re

quired for the investigation will also afford a much needed oppor

tunity for the cooling of present hostile feeling. The presence 

and operation of such a commission will,^ in my opinion, also tend 
to insure that these direct negotiations will not result in the 
imposition of unjust terms by reason of military pressure. The 
provision for a commission thus preserves the essential principle 
for which we have all been striving. The proposal also contains 
a repetition of the resolution of September 30 containing the cov
enant of a withdrawal of the Japanese troops within the railway 
zone as speedily as possible. It also contains a covenant provid
ing for the abstention on the part of military commanders of any 
initiative which may lead to further fighting. The language in 
which*this last proposal is worded seems to me to be an effective 

provision for cessation of hostilities, probably the best that

Enciphered by_____________________

Sent by operator M---------------------_____________________________
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that can be drawn under existing circumstances.''
This proposal represents the painstaking negotiations and 

efforts of the representatives of the nations which have been 
gathered at Geneva and subsequently at Paris in an earnest endeavor 
to secure a peaceful solution of this difficult problem. Taken all 
in all, it seems to this Government to represent the most hopeful 
road towards a solution, and we believe that it carries with it a 
great presumption in its favor and that serious responsibility 
will rest upon its rejection.

Turning now to the counter proposal from Peking. We have 
given this proposal also careful consideration, but we have no 

j hesitation in saying that we do not regard this even from the 
; standpoint of the interest of China as as effective as the proposal
! which has been reached by the League. In addition to this, it
I contains several provisions which seem to us to be entirely im

practicable
After you have discussed the above with Dr. Sze and have ob-

» tained his reaction to it, you may, in your discretion, tell Mr.
J Briand that we have considered the proposal of the Council and
f
J that it seems to us to be satisfactory and a very hopeful advance
II 
}lI over the proposals heretofore made. If you discuss its terms
Ï with Briand, you should emphasize to him that I would think the
(<

« proposition contained therein for à cessation of hostilities isj. Enciphered by_________________________

J Sent by operator______________M.,______________ _ 19____
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on essential part of the proposition, and that the proposition 
without it would not be satisfactory.

S-BMS
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From
Dated November 23, 1931

Following from American Consul General.at Shanghai;

"November 21, noon. Though no condition has arisen

which the Shanghai Municipal police could not handle with

out assistance, recent happenings in other parts of the

world have rendered conditions in Shanghai even more tense

and necessitate greater precautionary measures than during

any recent period. The Japanese marines are renewing thei^ 

conspicuous activities, insisting they are necessary. The^ 

statement hasbeen made, and I am inclined to concur in it^, 
’ “ ...... ~ 8 
that the Japanese themselves are responsible for much of *—•

the anti-Japanese demonstrations. Their action would

indicate that they believe an attack is the best defense,

while the municipal authorities consider that an incident 

f caused by such attack:-would possibly create a much worse

4 anti-foreign demonstration. The Japanese cotton mills

which employ some 60,000 workmen are curtailing their 

' activities by finally carrying out of tentative agreement

• reached some days ago to close their mills sometime later
• v because

"n

0!

•r~

ro co ro (C

§



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) Or fpï
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 V '
By 0. NARS, Date /J./ÿ.-yy

HS 2-#9G5, from Peiping, Nov.23,1931 
10:40 a.m.

because of the boycott. The Shanghai Municipal Council 

has issued orders yesterday that Russian representative 

be transferred to the northern district where a marine 

guard of Japanese extremes reside and in future so far 

as possible the Japanese Police of the Shanghai Municipal 
Council will be in seclusion the key| this is a commendable 

precautionary move. While the settlement authorities have 

succeeded remarkably well in the trying circumstances, mor' 

since the middle of September, the future is one which wil. 

require skill and tact to deal with.

The Chinese students in their enthusiasm to collect 

funds for General Ma break out intrench during two days 

disregarded the refusal of the Shanghai Municipal Council 

to allow them to collect contributions in the Settlement 

and greatlv interfered with traffic as well as the order o: 

the settlement. Last night they were informed that police 

would enforce its prohibition against soliciting funds in 

the settlement. It is hoped today will see an improvement 

in the present conditions. Nanking informed.

FOR TH?! »;IKIS53H

CSB 31 GjsiîT

Note: Full corrected copy will be issued later.

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND .ŒC0RDS
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985, November 23^ 3 p.m

Washington.

Following from American Consul General at Shanghai:

"November 21 noon. Though no condition has arisen (0
04

which the Shanghai Municipal police could not handle with

out assistance, recent happenings in other parts of the 

world have rendered conditions in Shanghai even more tense 

and necessitate greater precautionary measures than during 

any recent period. The Japanese marines are renewing their 

conspicuous activities, insisting they are necessary. The 

(0

h) 
co 
w 
ID

statement has been made, and I am inclined to concur in it, 

that the Japanese themselves are responsible for much of 
the anti-Japanese' demonstrations. Their action would ?

co
indicate that they believe an attack is the best defense, ?

»
while the municipal authorities consider that an incident § 

caused by such attack would possibly create a much worse 

anti-foreign demonstration. The Japanese cotton mills 

which employ some 60,000 workmen are curtailing their 

activities prior to finally carrying out of tentative 

agreement reached some days ago to close their mills 

sometime
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Washington- *0;

Following from American Consul General at Shanghai:

"November 21, noon. Though no condition has arisen

which the Shanghai Municipal police could net handle with

out assistance, recent happenings in other parts of the

world have rendered conditions in Shanghai even more tense

and necessitate greater precautionary measures than during 

any recent period. The Japanese marines are renewing their

793.94/2829

conspicuous activities, insisting they are necessary. The 

statement has been made, and I am inclined to concur in it, 

that the Japanese themselves are responsible for much of 
is 

the anti-Japanese demonstrations. Their action would
* w 

indicate that they believe an attack is the best defense, p 
while the municipal authorities consider that an incident § 

caused by such attack would possibly create a much worse 

anti-foreign demonstration. The Japanese cotton mills 

which employ some 60,000 workmen are curtailing their 

activities prior to finally carrying out of tentative 

agreement reached some days ago to close their mills 

sometime
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10:40 a.m.

sometime later because of the boycott. The Shanghai 

Municipal Council gave orders yesterday that Russian 

police be transferred to the northern district where a 
are hostile

lot of Japanese residences and in future so far as 

possible the Japanese Police of the Shanghai Municipal 

Council will be in seclusion- This is a commendable 

precautionary move. While the settlement authorities 

have succeeded remarkably well in the trying circumstances 

since the middle of September, the future is one which will 

require skill and tact to deal with.

The Chinese students in their enthusiasm to collect 

funds for General Ma Chan Shan during two days disregarded 

the refusal of the Shanghai Municipal Council to allow 

them to collect contributions in the Settlement and 

greatly interfered with traffic as well as the order of 

the settlement. Last night they were informed that 

police would enforce its prohibition against soliciting 

funds in the settlement. It is hoped today will see' 

an improvement in the traffic conditions. Nanking in

formed .

FOR THE MINISTER

LFGLRT

WSB
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November 20, 1931.

THE UNDER SECRETARY

21 1931
, DEemW

Digest of 
Newspaper Items.

NEW YORK TIMES

Mukden, November 19, by Hallett Abend,.

Tonight witnessed the complete evacuation of the 
Anganchi-Tsitsihar area by the army of General Ma. 
The Japanese flag is flying over the walled city, and the 
entire railroad between Toanan and Tsitsihar is held by 
Japanese forces. Reports to General Honjo from the 
field state that the entire Chinese army is retreating

F/D
EW 

793.94/2830

north and northeast in utmost confusion. Japanese planes
report that about 3,700 of Ma*s men are retreating along 
the railway to Koshan. General Honjo’s headquarters issued 
a statement today that during the last two days no
positive action had been taken by Soviet Russia east or 
west of the Manchurian border. This military expedition

I Of the Japanese, begun under charges of depredations in 
the South Manchuria railway zone, has gradually become an

> unmasked occupation admittedly designed to force China
I ~ C
formally to sign a new guarantee to observe all existing
treaties

Paris,
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Paris, November 19, by Lansing Warren.

As it vas shaping tonight, opinion in the Council 
is tending toward a return to the stand in September of 

expressing hope for early evacuation by the Japanese, 
coupled perhaps with a scheme for an international inquiry 
in the Far East. The Chinese are still unwilling to 
accept a compromise and threaten an appeal under Articles 
of the League Covenant, providing for sanctions. Yoshizawa 
gave final notice of Japan’s refusal to clarify the terms 
she offered China for direct negotiations over treaty 
obligations.

Washington, November 19.

A new joint effort of the United States and the 
League of Nations to have Japan modify her course in 
Manchuria appeared definitely in prospect today when 

Secretary Stimson conferred with his chief advisers in 
the State Department. It was implied that the world 
powers, for the present at least, would not go beyond 
moral pressure through diplomatic measures.

Tokio, November 19, by Hugh Byas.

The deliberations of the Council are tending to a

point
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point to which the Council will Mimk reaffirm its resolution 
of September 30 -and then adjourn pending the outcome of an 
investigation Commission's work. Rumors that Yoshizawa 
made demands equivalent to establishment of a Japanese 
economic protectorate over Manchuria are flatly denied.

It is considered that a return to the status existing 
before the conflict would only mean pceiongation of the 
trouble between Japan and China. Canton is convinced the 
only solution for the Manchurian problem is to give civil 
government to Manchuria and organize relations between 
Japan and China on that basis. This is the demilitarization 

■^inmin in   ■ • ■

scheme mentioned by Eugene Chan which would be acceptable 
to Japan.

Tokio, November 19, A. P.

A friendly warning that serious complications will 
result if Russia sends troops into north Manchuria was 
despatched to Moscow today by the Japanese Government. 
It was stated that no damage had been done to the Chinese 
eastern railway.

Shanghai, November 19.

At-a’jneeting of the Kuomintang Congress in Nanking, 

Chiang Kai-shek announced that in view of the serious
situation
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situation in Manchuria, he would proceed northward to 
take charge of the situation.

Tomorrow the Congress is expected to discuss important 
conflict resolutions regarding the Sino-Japaneseyl An increase of 

the belligerent spirit among local Chinese is unmistakable 
and students are using the capture of Tsitsihar to arouse 
greater indignation.

NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE

Editorial
In invoking the League Covenant and the Kellogg 

Pact to protest against Japanese action, the Council 
fostered the Chinese defiance of Japanese intervention 

which made an extension of it inevitable! The extension 
of military operations created a situation which the 
Japanese General"in the field has apparently taken entirely 
into his own hands, with the hearty endorsement of 
Japan’s public opinion. General Honjo is now launched 

upon a punitive expedition in north Manchuria.
It is impossible to escape the feeling that the 

civil government of Ja_pan has ceased to control these 
operations and that its major function is to keep up with 

and justify them.
What militates against an adjustment of the present

situation
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situation by negotiations in Paris is now the tremendous 
popularity of military action and equal resentment against 
the League Council in Japan.

Japan’s international credit certainly depends now 
upon her ability to put a firm check upon military 
operations and this cannot be done too quickly or too 
clearly impressed upon her representatives. At the same 
time the worse than futile results of the League’s last 
attempt to give Tokio peremptory orders in China’s 
interest ought, to dictate an approach that can be more 
accurately described as diplomacy.
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Department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 24, 1931.

Peiping, October 24, 1931, No. 1229:
Conversation of Minister Johnson with President 
Chiang Kai-shek.

Important points were not seriously discussed, 
the conversation in general being limited to 
formal inquiries and diplomatic replies of a 
general nature.

Though asked twice, Mr. Johnson did not 
attempt to predict the probable developments 
which would follow the meeting of the League 
Couneil.

Mr. Johnson stated that he wished to be in 
Nanking in order to facilitate communications 
between the two governments.

Mr. Johnson had occasion to say that the
American Government had openly approved what the 
Council had done and had informed the Council 
that it would support the action taken by the 
League•

Mr. Soong said that the proppects of a 
settlement of the difficulties between Nanking 
and Canton were excellent.

There was some conversation concerning the

role
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Department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

role of the American representative at Geneva, 
with respect to the League.

Mr. Johnson explained that Mr. Hanson and 
Mr. Salisbury had been sent by the State Depart
ment to Manchuria to make observations and 
reports, and that the American Military Attache 
had been sent to Chinchow for the same purpose.

EBT
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington,

Sir:

I have the honor to enclose a memorandum of a 
conversation the Minister had at Nanking on October 
14, 1931, with President Chiang Kai-shek concerning 
the Sino-Japanese controversy in Manchuria.

CD

W 
OO 
W

Respectfully yours,

Eholosure:
Memorandum of conversation 

as stated.

800.
LHE.Ek
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State, 

Washington*

F/D
EW 

793.94/2831

Sir:

1/ I have the honor to enolose a memorandum of a
conversation the Minister had at Nanking on October 
14, 1931, with President Chiang Kai-shek concerning 
the Sino-Japanese controversy in Manchuria.

Respectfully yours,

Enclosure:
Memorandum of conversation 

as stated.

800.
LHE.EÀ.
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Nanking, October 14, 1931

Subject: Slno-Japanese Controversy in Manchuria

Present: President Chiang Kai-shek
Mr. T. V. Soong, Minister of Finance 
Dr. H. H. Kung, Minister of Industries 
Dr. Frank W. Lee, Acting Minister for Foreign 

Affairs
Mr. Johnson, American Minister 
Mr. Peck, Counselor of Legation

Dr. Lee conducted î2r. Johnson to the residence of 
President Chiang Kai-shek at 4:30 p.m., by appointment. 
Mr. Soong and Dr. Kung arrived during the progress of 
the interview. Dr, Tan Ahao-hwa, Acting Counselor of 
the Foreign Office, and a Secretary of the /resident 
were also present.

After some conversation of a social nature Presi
dent Chiang Kai-shek asked Mr. Johnson what he thought 
the outcome of the Council meetings resumed at Geneva 
on October 13 would be. The President asked this ques
tion of Mr. Johnson on two occasions, but Mr. Johnson 
did not attempt any prediction regarding the probable 
developments which would follow the meetings of the 
League Council.

Mr. Johnson informed President Chiang Kai-shek 
that he had called to announce his arrival in Ranking 
and to let the Chinese Government know that the American 
Government felt a solicitous interest in the solution
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of the Gino-Japanese Controversy. He said, also, that 
he wished to be near the Chinese Government so that he 
might facilitate communicationa between the American and 
Chinese Governments.

The President ashed i;r. Johnson what the attitude 
of the American Government was in the matter of the 
Controversy between China and Japan. Mr. Johnson said 
that following the reference of the matter by China to 
the League of Nations and the taking of measures by the 
Council of the League for the solution of the controversy, 
the American Government had openly announced its approval 
of what the Council had done and had informed the Coun
cil that it would support the action taken by the League. 
He said that it was the hope of the American Government 
that the League would be successful in its efforts to 
adjust the controversy.

The President inquired of Mr. T. V. Soong whether the 
British Minister had arrived in Nanking and Hr. Soong 
replied that Sir Miles Lampson had arrived in Nanking 
that afternoon, coining front Peiping by airplane.

Mr. Johnson inquired of Mr. Soong whether it was true 
as reported, that there were excellent prospects for a 
friendly settlement of the difficulty between Canton and 
Nanking. Mr. Soong said that the prospects were very 
good. He said that Mr. Hu Han-min, accompanied by some 
of the Kuomintang leaders, had gone to Shanghai by train 
that morning, in order to meet delegates from Canton.

The
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The President asked Mr. Johnson whether the Amer 

lean Government was represented at the meetln/? of the

ounoll by an official observer. Mr

that the United States was not a member of the

of Nations and he did not think that the American

Government was participating in the present meeting of 

the Council through the presence there of an official ob

Soong said he had noticed a reference in the

press to the presence of ■r. "Parker Gilbert"

Mr. Johnson said he did not think that Hr.

"Parker Gilbert" was

âaàfican Government

a Neuter report from

in Geneva in the service of the

(It subsequently developed that

uJJ’CJS October 12 referred to

"Prentiss Gilbert’’ as American observer at the Council

The President inquired whether the ijaerican

Government had not sent some investigators to Meuwhuria

Johnson said that the Department of State had sent

Hanson, American Consul General at Harbin 

alisbury, an American Diplomatic Officer in Japan to

Manchuria to make observations and reports 

said that he might also remark confidentially that he had 

on October 13 sent the American ’■•ilitary Attaché to Chln-

to make a report on the situation there

President Chiang Kai-shek asked Mr. T. V 

ther the attitude of the press in Great Britain 

was favorable—to.'China. Mr. loong replied that
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LONDON TIMSS was soraewhat mor© favorable to China than

ïh® Paris TSMPS.
The President said he hoped to see Mr. and Mrs.

Johnson at tea on the following day.

WRP/hp
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Department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs 
.«Wvembe r 26, 1931.

THE UNPER SECRETARY

Meg 2 91931

/
This despatch relates to the efforts of 

the Japanese military at Ifukden to interfere 
with the in that city, a
matter which is now, I believe, being made the 
subject of a protest by .ambassador /'orbes in 
Tokio.

One particular feature of the attached 
is the marbsd paragraph at the bottom of page 
one of Tn 10sure ITo. 2 which, shows that the 
Japanese authorities at Ilukden dictate to the 
"Public Peace and Order Committee”, at least 
in financial matters. That Committee was
ordered not to issue a permit which "ould have 
permitted the national City Bunk to withdraw 
certain Silver deposited ‘ " ro^inci-J?
Bunk

1
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I0aW CONSULATE,

Llukde’h^o^I^^', November 3, 1931

Subject: Ja^anese^^n^Faten the National City Bj 

oi New Yutk.

RABLE

The&Jecretary of State,

\a^ W 

China, clateo. October 3x,

J>atoh

Washington.

“H

tne honor uj enclose nerewitn a. copy

□ m

(0
CM
<0

No. 472, to the Legation, yeipmg,

on the above subject

M 
00 
CM

Kespectiuxxy yours,

Copy 01 despatch No. 472.

JtfSMîHTW 
8uu
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL
Mukden, China.

October 31, 1931.

SUBJECT; Japanese Threaten the National City Rank 
of New York.

The Honorable

Nelson Trusler Johnson,
American Minister,

Peiping, China.

Sir:

Referring to my telegrams of October 29, 6 p.m.,
Jand October 30, 9 p.m./ in regard to a letter received 

by the National City Bank of New York from the Chief of 
Staff of the Kuantung Army, Mukden, concerning the trans
fer of funds deposited with it by the late Liaoning 
Provincial government, I have the honor to enclose here
with a copy of the despatch of this office dated October 
29, 1931, to the Japanese Consul General and a copy of 
a memorandum, dated October 30, 1931, from the Manager of 
the local branch of the bank in regard to this matter.
Ho reply has as yet been received from the Japanese Consul 
General.

It will be noted from the enclosed memorandum that 
Mr. Cochran believes that the letter is a threat warning 
the bank not to transfer any funds of the late Liaoning

Provincial
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Provincial government to Tientsin or Peiping. He men
tions that it may have been inspired by the silver pur
chases, referred to in the memorandum, or more probably 
by the existence of certain deposits of the former Pro
vincial Bank, of the actual disposition of which the 
Japanese have probably no definite information. It is 
apparent that Mr. Cochran has not transferred any funds 
away from lîukden and apparently intends to hold the funds 
in question until it is determined which of the two parties 
is entitled to receive them.

In connection with this matter, it may be mentioned 
that the National City Bank of New York received new sig
nature cards from the Provincial Bank when it was reopened. 
In acknowledging these cards, the bank stated that the new 
signatures would be recognized for subsequent deposits and 
withdrawals therefrom.

The objectionable feature of this letter is the im
plication that the Japanese military euthorlties may at 
any tire interfere with the operations of this bank. In 
the regulations of the Chinese banksand in other respects 
the military authorities have acted, and are acting, as 
if a state of war exists between China and japan, notwith
standing the repeated declarations of the Japanese govern
ment that Japan is not,and has no intention of, waging 
war against China.

AlyRespect J
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Respectfully yours,

M. 3. Myers. 
American Consul General.

1/ Enclosure: Copy of Japanese Consulate
z General dated October 29, 1931.

?/ « ; Cony of memorandum from Rational City
' B»ni< of New York dated October 30, 1931.

Original and one copy to Legation.
Five copies to Department, 
Copy to Embassy, Tokyo.

MSMsAAB
340/800.
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Enclosure No. 1, to despatch No/*/'), of M. S. Myers, American 
Consul General, Mukden, China, to the Legation, Peiping, dated 
October 31, 1931, on the subject "Japanese Threaten the National 
City Bank of New York."

American Consulate General, Mukden, China, October 29, 1931.

Sir and dear Colleague,

I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter 
addressed to the National City Bank of New York by the Chief 
of Staff of the Kuantung Army. You will observe that the 
letter forbids the National City Bank of New York to make 
remittances of public funds deposited by the Liaoning Pro
vincial Government in the American Bank, and requests an 
explanation of the report that a plan is under consideration 
for remitting the funds of the Purchasing Commission, a sub
ordinate office of the Liaoning Government, to Peiping and 
Tientsin.

I beg leave to request that you secure for me at the 
earliest possible moment an explanation of the enclosed 
letter. I am not aware of any law, regulations or cir
cumstances which give the Chief of Staff of the Kuantung 
Army the right to issue orders to the National City Bank 
of New York or in any way to interfere with the bank’s busi

ness operations.
I have the honor to be, 

Sir and dear Colleague, 
Your obedient servant, 

For the Consul General:
(SIGNED) J. 0. Vincent 

American Consul.

K. Hayashi, Esquire,
Consul General for Japan, 

Mukden, China.

Enclosure:
JCV:HTW
340.

Copy of letter from Chief of antung Army
A true 

the si 
inal
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October 28th, 1931,

The Manager,
The National City Bank of New York, 
Moukden.

Dear Sir,

This is to inform you that the Japanese military 
authorities strictly forbid the remittance of public 

funds deposited or in your bank by the late Liaoning 
Provincial Government and its subordinate offices, be

fore the outbreak of the recent hostilities, to Chang 

Hsueh-liang’s agents In Peiping and Tientsin. Such re
mittances would appear to be sntagontstio or notions 

assisting our enemies, We firmly believe that any wise 
foreign bank would refrain from so doing.

We recently heard that means are under consideration 
to have the funds of the Purchasing commission of the 
Liaoning Provincial Government, which were in your bank, 

secretly transmitted to Peiping and Tientsin. W® request 

your proper explanation of this matter.

(SIGNED) Chief of Staff of the Kuantung 
Army.
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Enclosure No. 2, to despatch No .T/'? of M. 3. Myers, American 
Consul General, Mukden, China, to the Legation, Peiping, dated 
October 31, 1931, on the subject "Japanese Threaten the National 
City Bank of New York."

MEMO RANDOM.

REGARDING INCIDENTS AND FACTS WHICH MAY HAVE SOME BEARING 
ON THE LETTER RECEIVED BY THE NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW 
YORK FROM THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE KWANTUNG ARMY DATED

OCTOBER 28th, 1931.

It is oui’ impression that the above letter was sent 
to us as a threat and warning not to remit to Tientsin or 
Peking any funds which we might hold in the name of Marshal 
Chang Hsiao Liang, or any of the old Moukden Government or
ganizations. The above letter refers to funds deposited in 
the name of the Purchasing Commission, but there is no ac
count in our books in that name.

Immediately after th© occupation of Moukden by tho 
Japanese Army we received a letter from the Army demanding 
information regarding the credit balances and securities 
held by us for Marshal Chang Hsiao Liang. In reply we 
stated that the Marshal’s account was overdrawn with us 
and that the securities in cover of the overdraft are held 
in New York and recommended that they apply to our Head 
Office if they require further infoimation.

When we withdrew our silver balances with the Frontier 
Bank the Japanese supervisors there endeavoured to prevent 
the Frontier Bank from paying us, but their Manager pointed 
out that they had a special arrangement with us regarding 
our silver deposits there and that they were obliged to 
pay us silver. This undoubtedly annoyed the Japanese, who 
were endeavouring to withhold that Bank’s supplies of silver.

! When we endeavoured. to withdraw silver from the Provin- 
[ elal HMk the Japanese supervisors there definitely proETHTted 
i the Bank tp pay. us silver. The Bank then informed us that if 
f we would, obtain a permit from the Public’Peace and Order 
L, Qpmmittee, they would pay us silver. The Public Peace and 
Order Committee after soràs days'of negotïatlons^ihfôr&d

’ us that the Japanese-Army would not allow them to issue the 
required permit. Upon receipt of the Committee’s refusal 
to issue*the permit we wrote the Bank on October 20th, 
pointing out that we urgently required re-payment of our

deposits
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deposits whicn had already been held up for more than 
a month and stated that unless they were willing to pay 
us silver on the following day that we would purchase 
silver in the market and set off our balances with them 
against certain balances with us which we were holding 
as cover. The following day they requested us verbally 
to delay a day or two as they could not yet give us a 
definite decision. After waiting several days with no 
results, we advised them that we would have to take the 
steps mentioned in our letter of October 20th. Finally 
on October 27 th we wrote them that we had covered the equi
valent of $500,000.- and that we had set off our balances 
with them to the extent of $500,000.- against Yen which we 
were holding as cover. On the 28th October the Bank sent a 
messenger to us who informed us that they were willing to 
pay us silver and requested that we reverse our operation of 
the previous day, to which we replied that it was impossible 
for us to reverse the previous day’s operation, and that 
unless they paid us the remaining balances in silver in the 
near future we would cover the total amount as we had 
the $500,000.- It may be significant that the letter from 
the Chief of Staff of the Kwantung Army was written to us 
on the same day that the Provincial Bank protested about 
our action in connection with our deposits with them.

The fact that we had also a few days previously 
lodged a complaint through the American Consulate General 
regarding the action of the Japanese Army in prohibiting the 
Frontier Bank to pay cheques drawn by the Peking Moukden 
Railway in favor of the Netherlands Harbour Porks and endorsed 
to us for the credit of their account with us, may have also 
had something to do with the above mentioned letter from the 
Chief of Staff.

Although the Japanese Military have made no re
ference to deposits that were formerly held by us in the 
name of the Provincial Bank of The Three Eastern Provinces, 
the disposition of those funds probably has a direct bearing 
on the matter. Before the Provincial Bank was opened under 
/the supervision of the Japanese Military Authorities we 
received instructions from President Lu of the Provincial Bank 
cancelling the chops and signatures then in force end sub
stituting others in their place. At the same time we received 
Instructions to transfer the balance of US$1,&00,000.- then 

1 standing in the name of Provincial Bank to the credit of 
an account opened in the name of J. C. Elder and similar 
instructions were received for ¥1,000,000.00. We effected 
the transfer as Instructed with the exception of ¥350,000.- 

, which we placed in a special account to cover our silver 
i balances with the Provincial Bank. We then took signed

cheques
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cheques from Mr. Elder for the amount placed to his credit 
and instructed him that we would be unable to release the 
funds in question until we were certain that there was no 
possibility of the Bank incurring a loss by paying out 
these funds.

We believe that the foregoing covers all the 
facts that may have any bearing on the letter under dis
cussion and are inclined to believe that tbs' Japanese Mili 
tary Authorities have no definite information but have 
written their letter as a threat warning us to avoid all 
transactions which might be against their best interest.

(SIGNED) L. M. Cochran. 
Manager.
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î z Department of State

i Uf J’ Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 24, 1931.

Mukden, November 3, 1931 : Political Developments.

The Japanese are continuing to urge Yuan 
Chin-kai to form a provincial government at Mukden. 
Chao Hsin-po, the Japanophile Mayor of Mukden, is 
using his persuasion to assist the Japanese in this.

Yuan says he has no intention of forming a 
government, and states he is ready to resign the 
Chairmanship of the Peace Maintenance Committee 
unless the Japanese comply with the following terms: 
(a) Payment of the police (the military authorities 
have not released government funds held in the 
banks), (b) (Give the police more than five 
cartridges each, (c) Cancel the independence of 
various districts (those in which self government 
societies function with Japanese advisers, 
(d) Permit the undertaking of banditry suppression.

Due to the influence of Yuan, it is believed 
that the Japanese will make an effort to keep him. 
at the head of the Peace Maintenance Committee.

There follows comment on reports of engagements 
between Heilungkiang troops and those of Chang Hai- 
peng,which it is believed are not of interest at 
this date.

The line between Liaoyuan and Tungliao, which 
was attacked by Chinese or Mongol bandits, is being 
repaired under Japanese protection. Traffic may have 
been interrupted by thd Japanese themselves, due to 
the presence”at Kailu of Jehol troops.
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AMERICAN CONSULATE,
GENER 22JL 9

Llumd en, China, November o, xàbx.

I nave toe nonur to enc 10s e n er ewi tn a c opy of

F/D
EW 

793.94/2833

my despatch ho. 476, to toe Legation, Peiping, China,

dated. November a, x»bx on the above subject.

Respecttuxiy yours,

American Consuj eneraj.

Copy oi‘ despatch No. 476.

Môid:HTw
ÜUU C3

§
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AMSUCAN COHXUTB m?NgiUL 

Wkden, China.
November a, 1931.

SOTTKCT: Recent Political Developments.

CGmamiÀi.

The Honorable
Nelson Trualer Johnson, 

American Legation, 
Peiping, Chine.

sin

deferring to my tiespstch No. 471 of October 30, 
1931, in which mention ws made of ths influence being 
brought to bear upon Yuan chin-k’al to organise e pro
vincial governmnt at Mukden, I have the honor to state 
that confidential information, believed to be entirely 
reliable, was received thia morning in regard to further 
effort» of the Japanese to induce Mr. Yuan to head the 
local government. Yesterday Mr. Yuan in company with Dr. 
Chao Hsin-po. the new Japanophila Chinese Mayor of Mukden, 
met the Japanese military authorities including, it is 
understood, the Vice Minister of war, at the Ysmato Hotel 
end during the conference which followed he was strongly 
urged to form a provincial government. The promise was 
made by the Japanese military authorities, so it was 
stated, that they would withdraw their troops to the

railway
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railway »one in three days’ time if to organ!aed a jpvora- 
mant. Also Dr. Chao urged ?ir. Yuan to accode to the totost 
of th® Japanese which, however, he stoutly refused to do 

end said that no mtter what the Japanese- «.ight do he had 
no intention of forming a government. He further stated 
that he was reedy to resign from the Chairmanship of th© 

Peace Maintenance committee and would resign uniesa the Japa
nese compiled with the following tenant (a) Payment of polio® 
.((kjvernment funds arc hold in i roviu© tel bank and cannot be 

re leased wit tour approval of militery authorities), (b ) Give 
the police more than five cartridges each, (0) Cancel the 
independence of various districts (those in which self govern 

ment societies function with Japanese advisers), (d) Penult 
the undertaking of banditry suppression. 1 though it is 
not possible at this time to obtain confirnetion of this 

informtlon I am Inclined to believe that full credence to 

it say be given. should in th© next few days Information 
to the contrary be obtained th© legation will be promptly 

notified by telegraph. These alleged terms require no nom
ment to show the extent of the influence of the Japanese,

It may be explained that Yuan Chin-k’si is the most 
influential sad most highly respected mmber of the Peaoe 

Maintenance Committee s»d therefore it is believed that 

the Japanese will make a great effort to retain him as its 
head, à suitable successor would be difficult to find.

A report dated October 30, 1931, has been received 
from Taonan, in which it was stated that during the evening 
of the B9th and the early morning of the 30th there was 

serious fighting at Tailai between Chang Hai-p’eng’s

forces
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forces anû those of Ghan-shtm, /cting Chairmaa of 

ifeHwirki:'ng. It v,as stated la this report that 600 

Jcpaneso aoldlcrn rare fighting %ith Chang’s i»n at the 

front and that out of four aeroplanes, obviously Japanese, 

two were brought down. It wan furt)*er stated that newly 

recruited troops et Taonan were preparing to stove to the 

front and that it was feared by th® business community that. 

If Chang’s forces were badly defected his troops would re
turn and loot the town. It is possible that the u®ws regard

ing the fighting la hearsay as fallal is nearly a hundred 

miles north of Teonsn. During any engagement in China all 

kinds of rujsorc ar® likely to be heard, mwever, it is 

given for what it is worth, and, If tnr , It will be con

firmed in the course of a few days.

Obviously there lies been another engagement between 

Hellunpkiisng and vhwgHai-p’ong’s forces, concerning which 

Japanese press reports and those from military headquarter» 

have been silent. The Japanese headquarters c few days ago 

reported that Japanese troops had been despatched north of 

Liaoyuan (Chengchiatun) along, the S’bu-Tsc railway on October 

28th in order to reestablish traffic which had been suspended 

since October 23, From an independent source it was learned 
that on that day 2D0 Japanese troops arrived by trein with 

an armored car at Taipingchuan, e point ïjearly half way to 
Taonan. Traffic on this line has since been resumed and a 
Dairen newspaper a few days ago carried the report that the 
jouth yanchurls Railway was operating the line, which, how
ever, is denied in official circles here. It is believed 
that additional Japenese are being used to operate the line
at this time
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report of the Japanese military headquarter® of 
October 30 was to the affect that th® 1iaoyuan-Tungliao 

branch of the Issu-Tao Railway which led bean cut on Octo

ber 12 by Chinese bandit soidlers, causing 500 Japan®»® 
nationals including Koreans to suffer severe hardships, 

ws b-.!inz” repaired under the protection of two companies 
of jepanes^ soldiers. From an independent source it ha® 
been learned tf.&t this line may be reopened within two or 
t -re® days. <-s was reported in previous despatches of 
this office, several stations along this line were occupied 
by Kongol bandits about October lo and that on October 19, 
or thereabouts, tie railway staff or the various stations sert 
withdrawn to Haojuan. It tea thought by sow that this line 
was purposely cut by the Japanese, ox permitted to remain 

interrupted, owing; to the presence fet Kailu of a considerable 
force of Jehol troops.

Respectfully your®,

M. J. Myer». 
Arerican Consul General.

Original. and one copy to Legation.
Five copies to Department.
Copy to Embaeay, Tokyo.
Copy to Consulate, Dairen.
Copy to Consulate General, Marbln.

MS^t AAB
800.
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NEW YORK TIMES

Paris, November 18, by Lansing Warren. 
(0

Appearing before the Council, Mr. Yoshizawa, acting
on fresh instructions from Tokyo, again declined to

*T"

give satisfaction with respect to the treaty claims
involved, refusing to give an exact definition of the ®

rights claimed by Japan. He maintained that this was a 

matter for discussion between China and Japan. Japan’s 

position continues to be that the Manchurian affair is 

a local incident, Japan’s position being much the same 

as that of the United States in Nicaragua. Japan will 

negotiate directly with China and retire when she con

siders her nationals safe. The movement on Tsitsihar 

did not come before the Council for formal action.

It is evident that the Japanese offensive has had 

damaging results for the members of the Japanese delegation 
4» holding out for moderation in military action, l'on 

receipt of the news of the fighting Ambassador Matjsud^ira 
rushed
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rushed, to consult with Mr. Dawes.

Tokyo. November 18, by Hugh gyas.

The Japanese objectives in Heilungkiang Province 
are to disperse the army under General Ma and uproot the 

last remnant of Marshal Chang’s government. By one 

o’clock, this afternoon a Japanese armored train had 
entered Anganchi and immediately pushed on across the 
Chinese Eastern Railway. Advanced Japanese parties are 
reported tonight within twelve miles of Tsitsihar. The 
War Office has announced that it will not interfere with 
the Chinese retreat along the Chinese Eastern Railway.

Mukden, November 18, by Hallett Abend.

At eight o’clock tonight Japanese troops are occupying 

Tsitsihar Station, according to meager information from the 
front. Heavy casualties occurred on both sides but the 

Chinese were -finally driven back in disorder. They out
numbered the Japanese by about ten to one. It is feared 
that action on the part of Soviet Russia may follow the 
crossing by the Japanese of the Chinese Eastern Railway.

Mukden.
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Mukden, November 15, by Hallett Abend, (by courier to Peiping)

The Chinese control the telegraph and wireless systems 

in North Manchuria while communications in the south are 
under Japanese control. Thus, news emanating from these 

areas is remarkable for the contrasts. Whatever merits 

originally were on either side are now beclouded locally 

by ill-advised acts of each side. Most foreigners in 

Mukden feel that the Japanese occupation way result in 

rebates and other special arrangements which will drive 

out foreign business from Manchuria.

NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE

Editorial.

The marked change of attitude toward the Manchurian 

situation in Paris is plainly traceable to a belated 

understanding of the fact that Japan’s now drastic policy 

is an inevitable reaction against the Chinese policy 

of "treaty sabotage". That the Chinese policy is in 

turn eventually traceable to an American policy in the 

Orient inaugurated by President Wilson is going to be 

made clearer as the Manchurian problem becomes more a 

subject for serious discussion and less an occasion for 

impulsive action. 

FE;EBT:GES:SS
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;rn affairs
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Paris, November 15 (by P. J, Philip). News of fighting in

Manchuria has created a tense atmosphere here on the eve of the

meeting of the League. It is felt that neither China nor Japan had

made a sincere effort to conform with the League’s suggestions, and

that the outbreak of fighting made it difficultt for Kigtti either of

these nations to move toward compromise at this time Probably

F/D
EW 
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neither government can effectually control its generals in the field

at this juncture, and the League is of course powerless to influence

such generals directly. There is therefore the liklihood which

nobody relishes, that the League may have to face the issue of what

steps it can take under the Covenant and the Briand-Kellogg pact to

enforce its authority*
Several compromise proposals are reported to have been drawn up,

which probably depend first on China’s acceptance of some form of direct

negotiations, and second on Japan’s accepting a general statement of A

China’s recognition of her treaty obligations a

Tokyo, November 15« by Hugh Byas Messages from Harbin

state
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state that Consul Shirnizu and Major Hayashi liave arrived there from 

Tsitsihar. It was known in Tokyo that Hayashi had been recalled, but 

the Foreign Office had not ordered Shimizu to leave.

The Foreign Office disclaims knowledge of the sharp note from 

Litvinoff to Japan, contents of which have been published by TASS.

It is reported that the C. E. R. four days ago started a direct 

service between Soviet territory an! Manchuria. Such a new arrangement 

would facilitate the shipping of munitions from Russia without detection 
Mukden. November 15. bv Hallett Abend. From early morning until 

after midnight, thousands of singing and cheering Japanese paraded the 

streets of Mukden in a demonstration against the withdrawal of Japanese 

troops from Manchuria and in denunciation of the attitude of the League. 

Nothing developed in the nature of a demonstrat ion in behalf of Henry 

Pu Yi, who is believed to have fled to Tientsin rather than head a 

monarchical restoration movement. It was authoritatively announced in 

Mukden today that the Japanese did not intend to use the ex-Emperor 

in any way.

Paris. November 15. by P. J. Philip. At the last session of the 
primarily

League at Geneva, that body appeared sra concerned with preserving its 

prestige as a peace-maintaining organization . In shifting the scene to 

Paris, there lias been an obvious intention to place the emphasis on the 

League’s arbitration functions. There is apparently an orientation 

toward considering less the facts of actual violence committed in 

Manchuria thaii the prospects of inducing Japan and China to accept 

a compromise upon the causes which have produced it. This change 

creates an atiiospl-.re more favorable to the Japanese, who were

completely
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completely isolated during the final days at Geneva.

The fact that the personnel of the various delagations has been 

strengthened for the coming meeting is another hopeful sign of the 

determination of the governments concerned to obtain some workable 

compromise.

ffditorjal. Litvinoff’s restrained communication to Tokyo 

confirms the belief that an informal agreement exists and has so far 

been observed between Japan and the Soviet Union. It reveals that 
■'•««Wk.-.-.-.- _• .... ... . .
Karakhan’s pledge of strict non-interference was in exchange for 

Japan’s promise not to bring harm to Russian interests in north 

Manchuria. It explains why General Ma has felt perfectly confident 

of the security of his base behind the former Russian railway, and 

therefore of his ability to harass the Japanese force sufficiently 

to keep it in the field for the edification of the League Council 

at its impending sitting. The danger in the situation in the Nonni 

district lies in the anxiety of the Japanese military to (find an 

excuse for invading the Russian sphere.
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Subject: Chinese Salt Revenue in Manchuria*

The Japanese Government apparently admits that the ac
cumulated salt revenue at Newchwang has been taken by the 
Chinese Committee for the Maintenance of Order at Mukden 
(also referred to in some telegrams at the Peace Preservation 
Committee) from the bank in which the salt authorities de
posited it, but denies the allegation that the Japanese 
military authorities have seized these funds* (Geneva's 
No* 298, November 9, 11 p. m*) 

The most reliable Chinese accounts are those based on 
the reports of Mr. Pearson, an employee of the Ministry of 

finance (apparently in connection with the collection of salt 
revenue) and of Mr. P. A. Cleveland (American), Associate 
Chief Inspector of salt revenue.

According to Mr. Pearson, General Honjo’s (Japanese) head
quarters informed him, sometime prior to the seizure of the 
funds at Newchwang, that the entire salt revenue of Manchuria 
must go to the Mukden Government. (Geneva’s No. 276, Novem-

2
ber 3, 10 a. m.) j

-•$ tMr. Cleveland’s report in regard to the actual seizing 
of the funds, as given to the League, reads as follows:

D
EW 

793.94/2837

’’October
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"October 31 at 10 a. m.
"Mukden District Inspectorate telegraphed to 

the Inspector General that the manager of the 
Newchwang branch of the Bank of China handed us 
on the 30th at 8 p. m. a letter stating that at 
11 a. m. today Paymaster Iwase of the Japanese 
military headquarters, Adviser Tamada Shigeji of 
the Provincial Government Bank and Provincial Fi
nance Bureau (newly created office) and staff 
officers of the Provincial Government Bank with 
armed men came to his bank and demanded handing 
over salt revenue collections. This was refused, 
but finally at 4 p. m. $672,709.56 was taken away. 
It was only after repeated negotiations that a 
Provincial Finance Bureau's sealed receipt signed 
by Tamada was obtained. Under such circumstances 
we could do nothing." (Geneva's Ho. 279, Novem
ber 5, noon.)

Subsequently, on November 9, the League was informed of 

another seizure, by "a transportation officer authorized by the 

Japanese military authorities",of accumulated salt revenue at 
Changchun amounting to $2,600,000. Concerning this seizure 

the Department has not yet been informed of any comment of the 

Japanese Government. Mr. Cleveland's report to the League is 

as follows:

"We have received from our representatives at 
Changchun a telegram dated November 6 as follows:

'Today all the funds of the Bank of China and 
of the Bank of Communications, Changchun, amounting 
to $2,600,000 were forcibly removed to the Bank of 
the Three Eastern Provinces, Changchun, by a trans
portation officer authorized by the Japanese military 
authorities. We protested in vain. The trans
portation officer formally notified us today that he 
cannot recognize the Salt Inspectorate. Therefore 

« not only is Japanese denial of not having seized the 
salt revenue of Newchwang incorrect, but the Japanese 
military authorities continue to seize the salt 
revenues elsewhere through agents created, directed, 
and completely controlled by the Japanese military 
authorities themselves.'" (Geneva's No. 299, Novem
ber 10, noon).

It is
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It is believed that, on the basis of the information 
now available to the Department, a fairly accurate estimate 
of the real situation is as follows:

The accumulated salt revenues in Manchuria, as 
well as present collections, are being taken over by 
an independent Chinese Government at Mukden, called 

the "Peace Preservation Committee" which began to 
function on September 30 (League Circular C.715.M.320. 
1931.VII, page 3), and which moved into the Provincial 
Government building at Mukden on November 10 (Peiping's 

Ko. 905, November 10, 7 p. m. ).
It is difficult to say how far the activities of 

the Peaoe Preservation Committee are controlled by 

the Japanese military or other Japanese authorities 

now in Manchuria, but the Department has been informed 

that Japanese advisers are associated with this Com

mittee. It is not believed, therefore, that the 
Committee would dare seize the funds referred to with
out at least the approval of the Japanese authorities 
in Manchuria.
|n connection with the seizure of these funds, it is 

interesting to note that they have been redeposited in the 
Bank of the Three Eastern Provinces which was, so far as is 
known, a semi-official bank belonging to Chang Hsueh-liang 
and some of his official associates. It was closed by the

Japanese 

------ Ç
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Japanese authorities about September 19 and permitted to 

reopen about October 15 with Japanese advisors. (Peiping’s 

Ho. 751, October 12, 11 p. m. ) This bank practically had a 

monopoly on the bank note issue in Manchuria, which was, be

fore the present situation arose, far in excess of the silver 

reserves in the bank. These reserves were further depleted 

by a transfer by Chang Hsueh-liang shortly after the outbreak, 
to either Tientsin or Peiping, of about $2,000,000 in silver. 

It is not unlikely therefore, that the Japanese authorities, 
whose nationals hold many of the notes of the Bank of the 

Three Eastern Provinces, are, through the medium of the Peace 
Preservation Committee, attempting to use the salt revenues 

of Manchuria to reestablish and maintain the value of the 

note issue of this Bank.

With regard to the salt revenue it should also be remem

bered that the Ministry of Finance of the National Government 

at Nanking, about 1929, came to an agreement with the various 

independent or semi-independent factions in China, of which 

the Manchuria faction was one, that, provided these factions 

remitted to Nanking a small proportion of the collections 

for the service of foreign and domestic loans charged on this 

source of revenue, the balance might be retained by these 

factions. In Manchuria, it appears that the surplus col
lections, which amounted to about $1,600,000 monthly, were re

tained by the Chinese authorities in Manchuria. The Japanese

representative
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representative at Geneva states (Geneva’s No. 298, Novem

ber 9, 11 p. m. ) that the Manchurian share of the salt 

funds, ear-marked for the retirement of foreign and domestic 
obligations charged thereon, is still being remitted to 

Nanking»
It is not believed that it is advisable for the American 

Government to make any representations to the Japanese Govern 
ment on the subject. The League has already brought the mat 
ter to the attention of the Japanese representative at Geneva 

We might, however, in order that we may have more definite 

details for use at a later date, instruct the Consul General 

at Mukden to make discreet inquiries and report on the 

question of the seizure and disposition of these funds.
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> November 18, 1931.

Memorandum of conversation with the British Ambassador,
November 18.

The British Ambassador said that two or three days 
ago there had been printed a statement that we had assured 
the Japanese Ambassador that under no circumstances would 
the United States take part in any sanction against Japan 
which might be instituted by the League of Nations nor 
would it consider the withdrawal of ambassadors. He 
said that this report had been denied this morning, but 
that he wanted to check up on the truth of it since the 
first statement had been published in Tokyo and the British 
Ambassador there had telegraphed him.

I told him that the denial was correct, that there 
had been no foundation whatever for the original state
ment because it was perfectly obvious that no one in the 
Department would have been so foolish as to make any state
ment of the kind to the Japanese Ambassador. I said that 
we had always said that we reserved complete liberty for 
future action. The Ambassador said he had supposed J

'.4 I
this i
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Department of State

THE UNDERSECRETARY

2

this was the case and that he knew it would relieve the 
British Ambassador in Tokyo to be so informed.

R. Castle, Jr.

U WRC/AB
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

October 27. 1931

.no. 1242 ■'''

N0V2331

o;

The Honorable
The Secretary of State

Washington

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of

REDD
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a letter dated October 17, 1931 from the President 
of the University of Nanking, which he purports to 
sign on behalf of the Faculty of the said University

This letter refers to Japan’s recent invasion of
Manchuria and expresses the hope "for prompt and 
effective action" on the part of the United States 
in order to avert a crisis. The writer believes that 
direct negotiations between China and Japan are im
possible unless the latter withdraws her troops and 
is "willing to conform to international law". The 
letter concludes:

"We trust that the League and the United 
States of America will settle the issue 
purely on the basis of law and justice."
The enclosed letter is interesting as an expression 

of the views largely held by educated Chinese and is
characteristic
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characteristic in that it emphasizes the importance 
of preventing similar "aggressive action .... by 
any country in the future."

Respectfully yours,
For the Minister:

800-

Enclosure
Copy of letter of October 17, 1931 
from President of University of 
Nanking.

CVHE:NM
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University of Nanking,
Nanking,- China.

October 17, 1931. 
The Honorable Nelson T. Johnson, 
American Minister to China, 
Nanking.
Your Excellency:

The Council of the League is now reconvening to con
sider the Manchurian Affair. It is a crucial test to 
the greatest peace machinery in the history of mankind. 
It is a test whether justice or force will dominate. The 
success or failure of the League cannot but affect vitally 
the other great instruments of peace existing in the 
world, including the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact and the 
Nine-Power Treaty of the Washington Conference.

The Japanese military occupation of Manchurian cities 
is a clear case of violation of international law and 
treaties. The extensive military activities of the 
Japanese in Kirin, Newchwang, and other places have greatly 
aggravated the situation in Manchuria» The continuous air 
bombardments by the Japanese at Chinohow and the further 
augmentation of their naval forces along the coast of 
China and in the Yangtse River have increased ths tension 
of Sino-Japanese relations to the utmost degree.

This crisis between China and Japan must be averted 
in the shortest possible time. Only through law and 
justice can the Manchurian Affair be peacefully and satis
factorily settled. Only when the governments of the 
Powers stand boldly against the wrong done by an aggressive

Power
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Powe? can justice and law be maintained» It is a 
most critical moment in which your Honor can render 
a significant piece of service to the peace of the 
world by appealing to your government for prompt and 
effective action»

We firmly believe that direct negotiation is 
impossible unless Japan immediately withdraws her 
troops and will be willing to conform to internation
al law# It is reported that Japan will ask the 
League to postpone its action until next spring» 
This is merely Japanese crafty diplomacy. All civ
ilized nations should demand the immediate withdrawal 
of Japanese troops in Manchuria that no such aggres
sive action may be contemplated by any country in 
the future and that the world will,be made safe for 
humanity.

We will stand by our nation’s sovereign rights 
at all costs and will not surrender to the dominance 
of Machiavellian diplomacy as existed in 1919 when 
the Shantung question was up for international con
sideration. Wq trust that the League and the United 
States of America will settle the issue purely on the 
basis of law and Justice»

Respectfully submitted by the 
faculty of the University of Nanking 

(Signed) Y. G» CHEN
The President.

■-. : rue copy of (
j ©rig-|
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AMERICAN CONSULATE,
Dairen, Manchuria, October 21, 1931

Subject î Transmission Of Printed. Matter

The Honorable

• .. ; 'The Secretary of State,

Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith, as of possible

interest to the Department, two copies of a pictorial sup-
out by the MANSHU NIPPO, a Japanese dailyplement put

published in Dairen, illustrating various incidents attend-

F/D
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ing the recent Japanese occupation of South Manchuria

/
Respectfully yours

Wm. R. Langdon, 
American Consul

Enclosure: 
As stated

TO sa

800 
TOLîL co ft} K»

In duplicate. s
Copy to Embassy, Tokyo.
Copy to Consulate General, Tokyo 

(No enclosure)
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State

Washington.

Sir:

whom the Legation authorized to proceed to Muk
den shortly after the Japanese invasion, I have
the hcnor to report that Lieutenant Brown

There is enclosed herewith a copy of

prepared far the Naval Attache reporting his ob'
serrations in Changchun and Kirin.

The impression gained from this memorandum.
as well as from conversations I have had with

Lieutenant

turned to Peiping on October 24, 1931.

Legation, repeating messages from Lieutenant 
C. C. Brom, of the Naval Attache's office,

memorandum, dated October 23, 1931, which

|3l
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State, 

Washington»

Sir:

Referring to various telegrams from this 
Legation, repeating messages from Lieutenant 
C. 0» Brom, of the Naval Attache’s office, 
whom the Legation authorized to proceed to Muk
den shortly after the Japanese invasion, I have 
the hcnor to report that Lieutenant Brown re
turned to Peiping on October 24, 1931» 

There is enclosed herewith a copy of a 
memorandum, dated October 23, 1931, which he 
prepared fcr the Naval Attache reporting his ob
servations in Changchun and Kirin»

The impression gained from this memorandum, 
as well as from conversations I have had with

D
EC 3 

1931

Lieutenant
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Lieutenant Brown since he returned, is that the 
Japanese have no present intention of withdraw
ing from the principal points which they have 
occupied outside the railway zone.

Enclosure:
1: Copy of Memorandum 

dated October 23, 1951.

800*
CVHE/js.
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Mukden, Manchuria,
October 23, 1931.

Memorandum for the Naval Attaché:

1. I have returned from a trip to Changchun, 
northern terminus of the South Manchuria Railway, and 
Kirin City, capital of the province bearing that name. 
Although I was met by the Japanese consular and mil

itary officials at Kirin sufficient opportunity was 
presented to interview British and American residents, 
as well as Chinese officials and business men, with

out the '‘assistance" of the Japanese.

2. As a newspaper correspondent who made the 

trip remarked, "Kirin is a city of fear", and this 

very aptly summarized existing conditions.
3. After sensing the atmosphere of uneasiness 

among the population one is next impressed with the 
air of permanency of the Japanese military occupation, 

both among Chinese and Japanese alike. The mission 
hospital conducted by Dr. Sloan, with whom I talked, 
is unable to install steam heating as all available 

plumbers in the city have been commandeered by the Jap
anese in the renovation of former Chinese barracks and 

installation of a modern heating system therein. An 

aviation field more than a mile square is being con
structed on the outskirts of the city by the Japanese. 

Obstacles such as houses, trees, etc., were arbitra-

rily
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rily moved although a time limit was allowed for the 
voluntary removal of graves by relatives. Failing 
their removal upon the expiration of the time limit, 
"White" Russians were employed to level the graves. 
The Japanese headquarters at Kirin is in a set of 
buildings well adapted for that purpose and directly 
in front of the South Manchuria Railway hospital, a 
large modern plant, now also under military medical 
control. Japanese soldiers, are to be seen everywhere. 
A detachment of field artillery is billeted in the 
Japanese Consulate.

4. At 2.00 p.ra. on the 22nd I called on the Jap
anese Consul General, Mr. Nishi. Mr. Tada, who had 
met me at the station was also present. Both of these 
gentlemen had spent some time in the States and spoke 
English fluently. The Consul General said that Kirin 
was peaceful and that at the present time there was no 
serious trouble in the- outlying districts which were 
thickly populated by Koreans. In his consular dis
trict which includes the greater part of the province 
and particularly that part towards the Korean border, 
the Ch'ientao district, the Korean population is very 
heavy. He stated that 24 Korean farmers have been mur
dered with a few still missing. 920 Korean refugees 
were presenting a problem in Kirin since they were re
luctant to return to their farms and required feeding. 
His attitude seemed to reflect that iV^ras quite safe 

for these refugees to return to their native districts. 
In common with the implied attitude of other Japanese 
consular officials in Manchuria, neither the Consul 
General nor Mr. Tada, were pleased to have a brigade

of
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of Japanese soldiers quartered in the town and in 
control.

5, At 2.40 p.m. on the same date I called on the 
Brigade Commander, whose name I understood to be Hasebe 
Mr. Tada kindly acted as interpreter. The General re
ceived me very courteously and volunteered to answer

/"any" questions I might ask. He stated that he had a 
peace-strength brigade of about 1800 men in the city, 
with attached units to bring it to about 2000. There 
had been no clash with the Chinese troops as they had 
evacuated before the arrival of the Japanese. However, 
they had been able to carry off their arms and plenty 
of ammunition and were still within a distance of from 
30 to 70 kilometers from Kirin. For the most part they 
were split into groups of from one to five hundred.
The General remarked that he kept track of their move
ments through daily aerial reconnaissance and felt that 
if his force should be withdrawn they would immediately 
reoccupy and loot the city. He stated that the railway 
line from Kirin to Tunhua had not been molested recent
ly and that Tunhua was quiet. However, the condition 
of the Korean farmers was dwelt on at length and he en
larged somewhat upon the Consul General’s estimates of 
the murdered, missing and homeless. His attitude re
flected a strong desire to have the Japanese military 
remain in Kirin and the Chinese soldiers to stay out.

6. I later visited the "Pao An Tui" parade ground 
where Japanese instructors were busily engaged in drill 
Ing about 500 new recruits for this peace preservation 
Corps, a Japanese flag was flying over the barracks 
there. The arsenal was of course in Japanese hands and 
it is reliably reported that much modern equipment, par 

ticularly
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tioularly field guns and machine guns, recently pur
chased or manufactured by Chang Tso-hslang, has al
ready been shipped to Changchun. The Power Plant and 
other utilities were also flying the Japanese flag. 
In fact, from the time I arrived at the station which 
flew one, until the time I left I saw only Japanese 
flags. No other is allowed over the government build
ings. Most of the higher schools, including the Uni
versity are closed. Those remaining open have only a 
fractional attendance. Japanese soldiers visit the 
schools in session each day in search of propaganda 
and listen to the instruction. The so-called Minis
ter of Education stated that everything must be sub
mitted to the Japanese military for approval, includ
ing textbooks, speeches, etc. Japanese advisers are 
placed in every department of the government, banks, 
railway, etc.

7. The Japanese Coi.sulate asked me if I wanted to 
interview Hsi Ch’ia, and that in case I did they would 
be glad to ’’arrange” it. Since Mr. Kline and his Chi
nese friends had arranged for a private interview to 
Mr. Hunter, who had promised me his notes, I did not 
offer to take advantage of their opportunity. This 
frankly puzzled them.

8. The governor very frankly admitted that his 
was an independent government, adding significantly 
that it was so because the Japanese had cut him off 
from all outside communication and that he could have 
no intercourse with other capitals of Manchuria or
Peiping. He further stressed the point, much as has 
been done by Yuan Chln-kal at Mukden, that he was at

tempting
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to be responsible for peace and order
deprecated the idea of a split either
of Manchuria or China proper. The gov

ernor was exceedingly ill at ease and apprehensive
should the Japanese guards outside discover that he
whs

has

the

be ing int ervi ewed
9. Some sources in Kirin reported that Hsi Ch’ia
strong Manchu contacts and that he is bound to
movement for the restoration of the Ching dynasty

which movement has made considerable headway during
the
the
One

past ten days in Mukden. One source
Governor is a relative of the former
responsible Chinese told me that the

Japanese had elected to
that he had never liked

use Hsi wa^
Sun Yat-sen

nor was he particularly fond of the

reported that
ruler, Pu Yi
reason the

due to the fact
and his teachings,
propaganda emanat-

ing from the Kuomintang. However, they had now dis-
covered that he was in fact loyal to the Central Gov-

I

ernment at Nanking and 
This informant further

not unloyal to Chang Hsueh-liang
stated that so long as Hsi Ch'ia

continues to function in a peace preservation capacity
he will be supported by the people but any monarchial
moves will not meet with support outside of the walls
of Kirin city.

10. My *inlbrmant further stated that the Japanese

were attempting to eliminate two groups of Chinese
from Kirin, those with financial power or interests
and those with any particular standing in the oommu-
nity who were respected by their fellow men 
ers confirmed these statements.

Forelgn-

11. While practically all shops in Kirin are
forced



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of Stgte letter, August 10, 1972
By O- NARS, Date

- 6 -

forced to remain open there is little business and all 

valuables are being buried.or secreted. The larger 
business firms deal in lumber and for the most part 
have always had Japanese managers so there is little 

change.
12. Only Japanese owned and printed Chinese news

papers are allowed on sale in Kirin or to be delivered 
through the mails. The Chinese charge that the bundles 
are taken from the post office and burned. Foreigners 
stated that they had received no papers since the 14th 
of October. I personally tried to purchase Chinese pa
pers from various newsboys and they all confirmed that 
only Dairen and Harbin Japanese owned papers were avail

able.
13. It was reported that Tung Ho (?),the finance 

head whom Mr. Hanson interviewed, was severely "grilled" 

by the Japanese authorities upon Mr. Hanson’s departure 
as to the nature of the interview. He was so scared 

^that he fled to Harbin.
14. a foreign evangelist who had arrived from the 

Korean border within the past few days stated that 

there was no evidence of any work being done to com

plete the railroad connecting Tunhua and Korea. The 

Japanese have, however, connected the tracks of the 
Kirin-Hailung railway and those of the Changchun-Kirin 

line. While they have only been separated by a matter 

of a few hundred feet the two lines were never con
nected. At present there has been considerable shift

ing of rolling stock from the Ki-Hal line, which stock 

is mostly of modern American manufacture.

16. The railway between Changchun and Kirin is
well
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well policed by the Japanese military with entrench
ments at each station and armored trains on the line

16. The Chinese population was aroused on the day
of my visit by the shooting on the night before of two
young men near the University. One of them had also
been bayoneted and the presumption is that they failed
to halt when challenged by Japanese patrols. Most of
the Chinese believe that they were deliberately mur-
dered. Foreigners have almost without exception
been courteously treated by the military They
searched the Y.M.C.A, and objected to the receipt of
certain circular letters by the foreigner in charge
and confiscated some of his papers which were later
returned. They however stated that they would oon-
duct future searches of a similar nature

17. The spirit of the Chinese population of
Kirin, both high and low alike, has been broken by
the military occupation. They anticipate that it will
continue for at least a year, if not forever Their
policy seems to be no resistance and as little coopera
tion as possible except in the maintenance of order 
and in this connection it is interesting to note that 
the police remained at their posts throughout the 
critical period of occupation and are still on duty
When asked as to their opinion of the ultimate out
come the answer is almost invariably the Chinese ex- 
pression "mai yu fa tzu", or, "there is no recourse"

(Signed) C. C. BROWN
1st Lieutenant, U.S.1Æ.C

' J- t cony ot

ï.a.
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À 8^%, 1Z4Aamer1can consulat
general,

"OOM. ^'lüukden, Cüma, October 2b, ieSi.
non cf

NOV 2 3 31
\_____Subject: Recent x-oiiticax Developments.

The Ho

Sir:

of State,

Washington.

-4 IS3I
D>varlm.„, „i St,t>

I have the honor to enclose nerewxtb a copy of my 

despatch No. 47u, to the Legation, helping, China, 

dated October 27, x9bx on une above subject.

F/D
EW 

793.94/2842

Enclosure

Respectxuxxy yours,

American Consuj.

a 
e

Copy of despatch No. 47u

IdSM:HOT
BOu
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

Bikden, China.
October 27, 1931.

SUBJECT; Recent Political Developments.

The Honorable
Nelson Trusler Johnson,

American Minister, 
ieiplng, China.

Sir:

Referring to my despatch No. 468 of October 23, 1931, 
in regard to recent political developments in which re
ference was made to the expedition of Chang Hal-p’eng, 
Tupan of the Mongolian border, against the Heilungkiang 
government, I have th® honor to state that the report that 
he has been supplied with arms and ammunition by the Japa
nese military has been confirmed by an American who recently 
returned from a visit to Taonan. He stated that early In 
October six carloads of rifles (number given as 6000), 
ammunition end uniforms were shipped to Taonan by the Japa
nese. This equipment was said to have been taken from 
the arsenal at Mukden. All of Changes soldiers at Taonan 
are equipped with new uniforms and new rifles. It was 
learned that when Chang left Taonan in charge of the 
Heilungkiang expedition he was accompanied by two Japanese

advisers



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972

0. NARS. Date /J./y.-yy

- 2 -

advisers dressed in Chinese clothing. as previously re
ported» the expedition was held up at the Nonni River 
because of the destruction of the railway bridge at that 
point by the Heilungkiang troops. At present, or at 
least fairly recently, Chang’s troops were concentrated 
at Tailalchi, in southern Heilungkiang.

;.bout ten days ago the Japanese sent a train, com
prising an artnortd car end several coaches filled with 
Japanese troops, from Llaoyuan to the Honni hiver for the 
purpose of surveying the dar.age done to the ra Ilway but the 
train was shelled by Heilungkiang artillery from the north 
bank of the river and had to return without accomplishing 
its object. The territory south of the river is under the 
control of Chang Hai-p’eng’s forces.

The dietrici from Llaoyuan northward is under the 
control of General Chang Hal-p'eng and formerly his troops 
were distributed at various points along the Ssu-rao 
Railway for its protection and for maintaining peace and 
order in that area. i.t present, however, not a Chinese 
soldier is to ba seen along the railway between llaoyuan 
and Taonan and except for a few station police, armed with 
batons, there are no guardians of any kind.

Brigandage is rampant In that region, on October 21st 
the railway was cut at Kaolin by a band of about a thousand 
bandits and for several days traffic was Interrupted. How
ever, on October 23rd, the bandits having permitted the re
pair of the destroyed track, the train dashed through Maolin

and
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and was flrad upon by the surprised bandits who expected 
it to stop. Until either the Chinese or Japanese drive 
away the bandits who are looting the towns and villages 
along the railway, It is not expected that trains on this 
line will be able to operate. It is understood that *om 

days prior to this, traffic on the Liaoyuan-Tungllao branch 
of this line was suspended owing to banditry.

The Chinese throughout that region are greatly alarmed 
by the state of affairs and many permanent residents have 
already departed bag and baggage while others are preparing 
to leave. It is believed that unless conditions materially 
improve in a short time a large part of the Chinese popula
tion will have left.

Japanese official reports are to the effect that an 
expedition is being prepared at Liaoyuan for despatch north
ward. Whether Its object is to drive away the bandits along 
the Sau-Tao Railway or to bolster up the waning fighting 
spirit of Chang’s force by undertaking the repair of the 
bridge has not been indicated. The river at that point 
should soon be frozen over and consequently the broken bridge 
should not prove an effective barrier In case Chang’s troops 
can dislodge the Heilungkiang troops entrenched on the north 
bank.

There aeeras to to© little doubt that Chang Hai-p’ang 
has received assistance from the Japanese military and is 
being used as their pawn la an attempt to establish Japanese 
influence in Heilungkiang. Reports are not lacking that
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th® Soviet military at Kanchouli are assisting General 
Chan-shan, of Heilungkiang, with anus and ammunition

to resist this invasion. It will be interesting to watoh
how far the Japanese will go in this instance.

Respectfully yours,

M, S. Myers. 
American Consul General.

Original and one copy to Legation.
Five copies to Department.
Copy to Embassy, Tokyo.
Copy to Consulate General, Harbin.

MSMsMB 
800.
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My Japanese colleague, Mr. Saburu Kurusu, has 

carriedfurther with me the conversation I reported to 

the Department in my despatch No. 1228, November 11. 

He came to see me on the 10th of November and inquired 

quite bluntly whether I had seen the Foreign Minister 

since he had spoken to me the first time. I told him 

I had not and that the Foreign Minister had said 

nothing to me, and he seemed somewhat surprised. He 

said the Council of the League was to take some im

portant action on the Manchurian question at the meet

ing on November 16th, and that his Government was

naturally
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naturally very much interested in the attitude that 

would be taken by the Peruvian Government as a member 

of the League. He said that the peace of the world 

and the prestige of the League was involved, and that 

he had just had a long conversation the day before with 

the Minister for Foreign Affairs. He said that Doctor 

Galvez* attitude was that the prestige of the League 

should be upheld and that he was trying to find ways of 

doing this, and that of course Doctor Galvez was also 

interested in the maintenance of peace. He said Doctor 

Galvez indicated that he was trying to learn the opinion 

of Great Britain and of France. Mr. Kurusu said that 

he had strongly advised the Minister that he should learn 

the opinion of the United States and that he should con

sult the United States through the Peruvian Ambassador 

in Washington. I said that very likely the Minister had not 

thought of consulting the United States because the 

United States is not a member of the League, and that he 

was approaching the question primarily from the League 

point of view, so far as the November 16th meeting was 

concerned.

Mr. Kurusu said he thought Doctor Galvez was beginning 

to understand the Chinese situation somewhat better, and 

that he had made remarks referring to the enormous size 

of the country and the unfitness of the Republican form of 

Government for a people like the Chinese. He thought that 

probably some special instructions might be sent to the 
Peruvian
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Peruvian representative at the League, and gave the 

opinion that probably the Minister would tell the Peru

vian representative to follow the lead of some other 

nation. Nevertheless the Minister allowed it to be 

very clearly seen that he did not know what the attitude 

of the Peruvian delegate would be, and seems to have 

instructions from his Government to do everything he 

can to influence the attitude of the Peruvian Government 

so that its delegate at Geneva will not be too unfavorable 

to Japan. The Minister is collecting all the information 

he can. He commented very pointedly about the League, 

saying that it had acted too quickly, that it was un

informed, that it had threatened, and that Japan very 

naturally had stiffened its attitude when it was menaced 

with the retirement, or so it was reported, of the rep

resentatives of all the nations, members of the League, 

from their diplomatic posts in Tokio. He said that Japan 

had felt all the more coerced when there had been reports 

that if the retirement of the diplomatic representatives 

would not be sufficient to make the Japanese behave, \ 

economic sanctions would be applied.

The Minister was very keen to have me talk to the 

Foreign Minister and give him the Foreign Minister’s 

attitude. I told him I did not know whether I was going 

to talk with the Foreign Minister or not, but that if 

the question came up in any conversation we might have, 

I would feel free to tell the Foreign Minister quite

frankly
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frankly about my conversation with him. I also told, 

the Japanese Minister that unless the Foreign Minister 

gave his complete permission, I could not of course re

peat the substance of any conversation I might have.

In my talk with the Japanese Minister I did not 

undertake to reflect the policy of our Government further 

than to say that we were of course interested in a peace

ful solution and that our attitude was one of complete 

impartiality. The Minister again stated that he felt 

our nation to be the best informed and the fairest of all.

Yesterday I had a talk with Senor Galvez, the 

Foreign Minister. He said he had taken due note of the 

urgency of the Japanese Minister but that he had not felt 

obliged to follow his suggestion about informing himself 

at Washington, as he had had a number of other reports 

both from the Far East and from Geneva, and had his own 

ways of informing himself. He said he had rather expected 

that the delegates mentioned in the resolution of October 

24th would not be named and that there would be other 

developments. He commented with approval upon a brief 

despatch inthe paper saying that Secretary Stimson had 

announced that a very conciliatory note had been received 

from the Japanese Government.

The Foreign Minister evidently felt slightly crowded 

by the Japanese Minister, but indicated that he did not 

intend to be drawn. He reported a long conversation with 

the Chinese Minister and showed that he realized that the 

question is not as simple as it may seem and that all the 

right
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right is not on the Chinese side. He is conscious of 

the fact that if the Japanese are pushed out of Manchuria, 

all other foreign missions may be pushed entirely out of 

China and concessions come to an end. He is aware of the 

enormous infiltration of the Chinese into Manchuria, of the 

length of the occupation of Manchuria by the Japanese, of 

the significance of Communism in China, and of an eventual 

attempt by Russia to reach the waters of the Yellow Sea, 

and of the past history of the Chinese Eastern railway 

and the activity of various groups of foreign powers in 

attempting to finance and do construction work in China 

and keep various political influences in balance. I 

believe, therefore, that the Minister is sufficiently 

informed to be detached and impartial in what he does 

and that his efforts will be entirely in the interësts 

of world peace and the efforts of the League to bring 

that about and save its prestige.

He, as well as the Japanese Minister and the Chinese 

Minister all feel that the League has been precipitate 

and that it was rather supererogatory for the League to 

make its prestige the first pawn in the game so early 

in the negotiations. The Foreign Minister feels that 

continuing negotiations of one kind and another will 

soften the atmosphere, gain time for everyone concerned, 

and that gradually in one way or another formulas may be 

found, to save the face of the nations involved.

I have not seen my Japanese colleague since my 

talk with the Foreign Minister and shall not seek him out.

If
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If, under the circumstances, the Department should 

feel it necessary to give me any instructions or any 

reflections of its attitude, I shall appreciate having 

them, as I do not wish to run the risk of erring in 

anything I may have to say to my Japanese and Chinese 

colleagues and to the Foreign Minister about this ex

tremely important matter.
Respectfully yours,

Fred Morris Dearing

FMD:BJ
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rhe Honorable
The secretary of State, 

^sishlngton.
Sirs

My Japanese eolleegue, Mr. Kuruau, has
carried forthwith a» the conwarsation t reported to 
the repartaient tn ®y despatch Ko. 1P28, Hove aber 11. 
He «fisse to tee me on the 10th of Hovenber and inquired 
quite bluntly whether 1 had seen the Foreign Minister 
slneo he had spoken to me the first tiae. I told bin 
I had not end that the Foreign Minister had said 
nothing tn ne, and he eeeeed. s >®owhat surprised. He 
sold the Couaeil of the League was to take some im
portant aetion on the Menehurian question at We *«et- 
lag on hore^er 16th, and that his Gorernaant was 

naturally

£ -h b 'S bL '
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naturally v«-ry æuofc Interested in the attitude tb&t 
would be taken by the Psruvi&n Gowri^ent as a M%bor 
of the League. H® said that the peace of the world 
ün& the prestige of the League was invoived, and that 
he h«d just had a long couvernation the day before with 
the minister for horaign Affairs, ils said that Doctor 
Gssivea* attitude was that the prestige of the League 
should be upheld mw that he tfhs trying to find ways of 
doing this, and Vu.t of course Doctor Gaivea was also 
interested in the sjalutanauee of peace, he said Doctor 
Galvez indicetea that he waa trying to learn the opinion 
of Great ârltula and of prunes. Mr. Kurusu mild that 
he had strongly advised the minister that ne should learn 
the opinion of tno United states «nd ti.at he should con» 
suit the United ftstea through the Peruvian hsssador 
in ashl igtun. X «Aid thst^likely th® Minister hud not 

thought of consulting ths United states because the 
United liâtes is not u s:.e:.ber of th Ltm-puc, and that he 
was approaching the question primarily fro» the League 
point of view, so far as the hoveiabor 16th meeting was 
concerned.

Mr. Kurusu said he thought Doctor Galvez was U .'inning 
to understand ths Chinese situation soaewhat better, aid 
that he h.*.d aade remrke referring to the enomoue slxe 
of tie country snd the unfitness of the republican farm of 
Uoverment far e people like the Chinese. Ho thought that 
probably »oae special instructions night bo seat to the

Peruvian
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raruvinn representative at the L,aar:ue, an., ijave the 
opinion taat probably the «.inis tar w^uld tall the 
vias representative to follow the lead of some other 
nation» nevertheless ths minister allowed it to he 
very clearly seen that he did not ino« what the attitude 
of the ?eravion delegate would be, nod eeaas to have 
instructions fro® his Government to do everything he 
can to influence the attitude of the Peruvian Q«vm»ist 
so that its delegate at Guueva will nut be too unfavorable 
to Japan» law minister is collecting «11 the information 
ha ciU. lie ©o.aeated vary pointedly about the League, 
saying that it had acted too quickly, that it was ua- 
info-med, that it had threatened, an© that Japan very 
asturally had stiffened its attitude »n«a it w-.s aaaaoed 
with the retirement, or so it was reported, of the rep
resentatives of all the nations, nmbers of tne league, 
froa their diplomatic poets in Tohxo. da said that Japan 
had felt all the acre coerced when there hud been report* 
that if taw retirement of the ulplaaatlo represautalives 
would not be sufficient to «nice the Japanese behave, 
economic sanctions wuold be applied»

Ide liaister was v^ry keen to have ma talk to 
Foreign Minister and aive hla the Fur elm. ^iuistwr's 
attitude» I told hlm X did not know whether 1 was autng 
to talk with the Foreign Minister or not, but that if 
the question came up in any conversation we night have, 
1 would feel fra* to tell tie Foreign Ministar unite 

frankly
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fr&aKiy about ay eanvarsa ties with hla. I .also tod 
ths- Japanese xiaUtsr that unless the Forel > Minister 
gave his complete penile slim, 1 could not of course re
past the substance of .ny couvera tion I uight have.

la y t*lk sslth the Japanese finis?t^r 1 did not 
undertake to reflect the pulley of our overnwent further 
than to euy that we were of course interested la a peace
ful solution «aaÂ that our attitude was one of complete 

Imparti-illty. The Minister again stated that ha felt 
our nation to be the beet informed and the fairest of all*

Yesterday I had a talk with - eiïor Galvan* the 
Foreign Minister* He eaid ha bed taken due note of the 
urgency of the Japanese Minister but that he had not felt 
obliged to foilowihia s -^gestion about bbfomlng hinself 
at Washington, as he had had a nuaber of other reporte 
both frees the Far Bast ad fror. Geneva, and had his own 
ways of informing himself* He said ba had rather expected 
that the delegatee mentioned in the résolution of October 
F4th would not be nnsod and that there would, be other 
developments. Me comented with approval upon a brief 
despatch in4^ paper saying that f eoretary ftlmscm had 
announced that a very conciliatory note had been received 
from the Japeawee Government*

The foreign Minister evidently felt slightly crowded 
by the Japanese Minister, but indicated that he did not 
intend to be drawn. Ho reported a long ccnv»irs.tlon with 
the Chinese Minister end showed that ho reclined that the 
tuastlon la not as simple as it ne y oeoa nd that all tho 

right
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right le not on ths Chinese side. lie 1» conscious of 
the fast that if the Japanese are pushed out of Vanohurla, 
all other foreign salasloas any be pushed entirely out of 
chine aaà conesesions ©one to an and. He is aware of tne 
enormous infiltration of the Chinese into Manchuria, of 

A occupation of Manchuria by ‘the Japanese, of 
the significance of üo<raunism in China, and of an eventual 
attempt by 3ua*ia to resch the waters of Uta Yellow Eon, 
and of tue rnst history of the Chinese Eastern railway 
and the activity of various groups of foreign powers in 
attempting to finance end du construction work in China 
and keep various political influences in balance. I 
believe, therefore, that the Minister is sufficiently 
informed to be detached and impartial in ».*at he dues 
and that uls efforts will be entirely in t e interests 
of world peace and the efforts of the League to bring 
that about and save its prestige.

He, ae well at the Japanese Minister and the Chinese 
Minister all feel that the League has bm precipitate 
and that it was rather supererogatory for the League to 
make its prestige the first pawn in tne game so early 
in the negotiations. The ioreign Minister feels that 
continuing negotiations of one kino and another will 
soften the at&ospnere, gain ti:*w fur everyone concerned, 
and that gradually in one way or another formulas my bo 
found to save the face of the nations involved.

I have not seen s»y Japanese colleague since “jr 
taxk with the foreign Minister and shall not seek hie out



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By miUk 0- NARS, Date /J-/^-7S

< • G

If, under the eirouaatanees
feel it nsescsary to give m

the Dejjertaeat ebould
any instrtciione or any

refIsolions of its attitude 1 ah XI apyrsolate having
them, as I do not wish to run the risk of erring la
anything I my have to say to ay Japanese and Chinese
eolleagues snd to the Forain Minister about this ex-
treaely iw^arlanl matter

h.eapeotfully yeure.

rraé Morris Dearing.

«

A crue copy of 
the d;.:ndd on^.
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I nave the honor to enclose herewith a copy CD
of lay despatcn No. 47x, to une Legation, Peiping, dated *** 

to 
October bo, xabu., on me u.oove subject. 00

4^

°iespeetruxiy yours,

Copy oi' despatch No. 471.

boo
MSIdîHTW
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL
Mukden, China.

October 30, 1931.

SUBJECT: Recent Political Developments.

The Honorable
Nelson Truslsr Johnson, 

American Minister, 
Peiping, China.

sir:

In continuation of my despatch No. 469 of October 
24, 1931, under the above subject, I have the honor to 
report upon recent developments in this district. Reference 
is also made to my despatch No. 470of October 27, in which 
conditions along the Ssu-Tao Railway were reported.

According to a Japanese military report, the Japanese 
detachment at Liao yuan (Chengchiatun) was reenforced by two 
companies of troops from Changchun early in the week. Cn 
October 28, as reported by the Japanese military, two con
tingents of Japanese troops, one from Liaoyuan and another 
from Saupingkai, attacked the bandits along the Liao River 
north of the railway and east of Liaoyuan. These troops, 
comprising altogether four infantry companies and one 
artillery battery, engaged three groups of Chinese bandits 
aggregating over 1500 and put them to flight leaving 180 
dead on the field; the wounded, it was reported, were taken

away
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away by the retreating bandits - possibly there were no 
wounded. The full Japanese casualty list has not been 
given; in one encounter a Captain und two privates were 
killed. The Japanese report that the Chinese engaged near 
Liaoyuan comprised mixed refugee troops, bandits and vil
lagers and that they carried flags bearing the inscription 
"Public Safety, North East Self Defense Corps". The Japanese 
units have been withdrawn to their respective stations.

An unusual ceremony took place at Felling (North Tomb) 
at noon on the 26th October. Prince Kung, one of the Manohu 
princes, offered sacrifice to his ancestor buried there and 
made the following oeth, as reported in the press, before the 
tomb; "I have not been able to offer sacrifice for a long 
time. The temple is ruined and the ceremonial has long been 
suspended. I am greatly affected by these circumstances. Now, 
by the strength of the spirit of my ancestors and the righteous 
ness of Japan the bad administration of the past twenty years 
has ceased. The people of this old capital, Shenyang, have 
elected me Chairman of the Ssu Kin Vîel Ch’ih Hui (Four People’s 
Maintenance Society). I beseech the powers of heaven and 
seek the assistance of the people of the four provinces so 
that the glory of the past may be recovered and blessings and 
happiness may be enjoyed by the people. I will exert every 
effort to attain this end."

It is reported that many people (believed to be several 
hundred) witnessed the ceremony and that several thousand 
poor who were attracted by reports that the prince would 
dispense gifts, were present. They were disappointed.

The
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The head of the four People’s Maintenance Society 
was, when first organized, K’an Chao-hsi who is a member 
of the local Peace Maintenance Committee, He resigned 
about two weeks ago and on October 24 Prince Kung was 
elected as its head. This society was organized, or so it 
was reported, for the purpose of providing food and clothing 
for the needy, but there is reason to believe that it has 
been engaged mainly in conducting propaganda in favor of the 
independence movement, Japanese are said to be working with 
this Society, to which little importance has so far been 
attached.

According to information emanating from a reliable 
source, Yuan Chin-k’ai has been pressed again and again 
by Japanese to form an independent government but has re
fused to do so. I am inclined to believe that this is a 
fact as responsible Japanese within the past week have told 
me that it is only a matter—of time until he would organize 
a government at Mukden. Yuan’s opinion is, as far as can 
be ascertained, that a serious effort is being made to effect 
a Manchu restoration at Mukden and that the recent ceremony 
at the North Tomb is a significant part of it. A report has 
been heard that an attempt will shortly be made to bring Hsuan 
T’ung to Mukden. On the other hand, responsible Japanese 
opinion was expressed to me only a short time ago to the 
effect that the movement had no chance of success and that 
its importance in the newsooluinç was largely based on rumors 
circulated by interested persons, Chinese and Japanese.

The
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The Japanese press from day to day publish reports 
regarding the movements or military activities of Ling 
Yln-ch»ing and his following. The latest report is that 
he is at the head of an army which is now engaging Marshal 
Chang Hsueh-liang’s troops near Koupangtzu, the Junction 
point of the Newchwang branch with the main line of the 
Peking-Mukden railway. This news seems doubtful and cer
tainly the reports that his following numbers 80,000 is 
grossly exaggerated - 3,000 is a more likely number. The 
opinion generally prevails that he is receiving Japanese 
support.

According to information supplied by a responsible 
Chinese, Ling has lived for some years in the railway settle
ment at Mukden where he was engaged in the sale of opium. It 
is claimed also that at the time of the death of Marshal Chang 
Tso-lin he was arrested by the Japanese and handed over to the 
Chinese authorities as a Kuomintang extremist who was implicated 
in the bombing of the train* The Chinese, it was said, refused 
to accept the man. This report cannot be confirmed. My in
formant stated also that he is looked upon as a tool of the 
Japanese and that there are Japanese dressed in Chinese uni
forms In his following. In this connection reference Is made 
to my despatch of October 84, 1931, in which reliable infor
mation was reported regarding his being seen at Tengaopu in 
company with twelve Japanese and an escort of 50 men armed 
with new rifles.

Respectfully
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Respectfully yours,

M. S. Myers. American Consul General.

Original and on® copy to legation.
Five copies to Department.
Copy to Embassy. Tokyo.Copy to Consulate General, Harbin.

MSMsAAB 
800.
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V) division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 24, 1931

Tokyo, November 6, 1931, Ho. 378.

Recent alleged, acts of officials of Great 
Britain have aroused, nation-wide resentment in 

/Japan and have brought conviction that the League 
has been used by Great Britain to advance her 
economic ambitions in China. It is believed that 

X Great Britain is abetted by France, who anticipates 
British support another time in manipulating the 
League to promote French interests.

The three principal incidents, as given by 
Japanese officials, appear to be no more than a 
question of manners. However, according to an 
unconfirmed report, Shidehara ±s expressed to 
the British Ambassador in no mild terms his dis- 
pleasure at the "importinent" language employed 
by Sir Hiles Lampson to the Japanese Minister 
at Peking, and expressed the wish that it might 
be moderated. The resentment which has been 
aroused in Japan lias united the ration on the side 
of the military, and will probably complete 
Japanese scepticism of the"dis interestedness of 
future League actions relating to Manchuria.

The tone of the press haa become very anti
British, and the public will doubtless give 
credence to the additional allegations of 
chicanery which are appearing. Copies of 
translations of several editorials"are enclosed 
herewith.

According
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recent alleged

The Honorable
The Secretary of State, 

Washington.
Sir:

I have the honor to report
acts of certain officials of Great Britain have aroused, 
nation-wide resentment in Japan and have brought con
viction here that the League of Nations has been used 
by Great Britain to further her economic ambitions in 
China. Great Britain is believed to be abetted by 
France, the latter country anticipating support at some 
subsequent time in manipulation of the League to promote 
French interests.

Briefly, the three principal incidents - according 
to statements by Japanese officials - are as follows:

On
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

^Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 24, 1931.

Tokyo, November 6, 1931, No. 378.

Recent alleged acts of officials of Great 
^Britain have aroused nationwide resentment in 
Japan and have brought conviction that the League 
has been used by Great Britain to advance her 
economic ambitions in China. It is believed that 
Great Britain is abetted by France, who anticipates 
British support another time in manipulating the 
League to promote French interests.

The three principal incidents, as given by 
Japanese officials, appear to be no more than a 
question of manners. However, according to an 
unconfirmed report, Shidehara As expressed to 
the British Ambassador in no mild terms his dis
pleasure at the ”impertinent" language employed 
by Sir Hiles Lampson to the Japanese Minister 
at Peking, and expressed the wish that it might 
be moderated. The resentment which has been 
aroused in Japan has united the ration on the side 
of the military, and will nrobably complete 
Japanese scepticism of the disinterestedness of 
future League act’ons relating to Manchuria.

The tone of the press haa become very anti
British, and the public will doubtless give 
credence to the additional allegations of 
chicanery which are appearing. Copies of 
translations of several editorials are enclosed 
herewith.

According
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Division of Far Eastern Affairs

According to the newspapers, the British 
Ambassador on November 5 presented to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs a memorandum 
denying on behalf of the British Government 

1/ the truth of the report that it is supporting 
China in the present Sino-Japanese trouble.

EBT
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The Honorable ****** fas
The Secretary of State, w

co 
Washington. n>

Sir:

I have the honor to report that recent alleged 

acts of certain officials of Great Britain have aroused, 

nation-wide resentment in Japan and have brought con

viction here that the League of Nations has been used 

by Great Britain to further her economic ambitions in 

China. Great Britain is believed to be abetted by 

France, the latter country anticipating support at some 

subsequent time in manipulation of the League to promote 

French interests.

Briefly, the three principal incidents - according 

to statements by Japanese officials - are as follows:

On



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of Stgte letter, August 10, 1972
BX._NARS, Date

- 2 -

On October 22nd, at the meeting of the committee of the 
Council of the League charged, with drafting a resolution 
on the Manchuria situation for submission to the Council. 
Mr. Yoshizawa requested that the committee postpone de
cision until the following day, pending the receipt of 
instructions from his Government that would make possible 
the drafting of a resolution acceptable to Japan as well 
as to China, Opposing the request successfully on the 
trivial ground that he wished to leave that evening for 
London to spend the week-end, Lord Heading induced the 
commi tt.fis approval of the resolution detrimental to 
Japan’s interests. The second incident was Lord Cecil’s 
•’cross-examination" of Mr. Yoshizawa at the meeting of 
the Council of the League on October 24th in a manner 
repugnant to the Japanese. Japanese anger was increased 
by the report that Sir Mlles Lampson had called on the 
Japanese Minister at Peking "to bring pressure to bear" 
in effecting the withdrawal of Japanese troops before 
the negotiations and in obtaining the restoration to 
power of Chang Hsueh-liang. According to a further re
port, which I have not yet been able to confirm, Baron 
Shidehara expressed to the British Ambassador at Tokyo 
in no mild terms his displeasure at the" impert inent * 
language employed by Sir Mies Lampson and expressed 

the wish that it might be moderated.
It may be that these three alleged incidents were 

actually no more than a question of manners, but the 
Japanese are convinced they reveal British self-interest. 
Not only has the '^resultant resentment united the nation 

more firmly on the side of the Japanese military, but it

will
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will, 1 believe, complete Japanese scepticism of the dis

interestedness of future League action relating to 
Manchuria. Any tranquillizing powers of the League have 
been temporarily nullified in this country by the belief 
that Great Britain has acted high-handedly in an effort 
to improve her position in China at the expense of Japan.

So convinced of British self-interest do the 
Japanese seem to be that I should not be surprised if 

they give considerable credence to additional allegations 

of chicanery that have been appearing in the vernacular 
press during the past few days. Various leading papers 
report that the British are supporting General Chiang 
Kai-shek so that Japan’s position in Manchuria may be 

made less tenable, that Sir Miles Lampson is acting as 

intermediary between Generals Chiang Kai-shek and Chang 
Hsueh-liang, that the Thornburn case was settled soon 
after the Mukden incident in a manner unfavorable to the 
British to curry Chinese favor. The tone of the press 
has become so anti-British that, according to the news

papers, the British Ambassador yesterday presented to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs a memorandum denying on 
behalf of the British Government the truth of the report 

that it is supporting China in the present Sino-Japanese 

trouble.
If this denial was made, it has apparently had little 

or no effect. The Tokyo CHUGAI SHOGYO, the leading com

mercial daily, commented editorially this morning with 

respect to it in the following vein; ”the most unfriendly 

and insincere attitude and actions of the British Govern

ment and its agents toward this country in connection

with
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with, the Manchurian trouble are too well known to the 
Japanese people and will not be easily erased from the 
memory of every Japanese subject who cannot but be 
astonished at the statement of the British Ambassador 
which is indeed a transparent lie"» The Tokyo HOCHI 
in its editorial this morning recapitulates briefly the 
questionable British activities already mentioned and 
says, "since the outbreak of the Manchurian affair 
Britain’s attitude toward Japan has been anything but 
an endorsement of its traditional friendly relationship 
of the past many years".

These editorials of this morning are a reflection of 
comment that appeared previously. On October 23rd, for 
example, the Tokyo BIGHI NICHI, one of the most influential 
newspapers, after commenting adversely on the presence 
of an American observer at the meetings of the Council 
of the League, went on to say that Lord Reading was the 
principal advocate of this”scheme". It then asked, 
"Is such an underhand measure worthy of the wisdom of 
such an enlightened British statesman as Lord Reading?", 
continuing with the statements: "the best political 
measures for upholding Britain’s prestige and influence 
must be established on a broader basis than that of 
petty immediate gains. The interests of the Manchester 
manufacturer alone should not be taken into consideration". 
In fact, the only leading newspaper that has not published 
strongly anti-British comment is the Tokyo JIJI. Copies 
in translation of the editorials mentioned are transmitted
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as of possible interest.
Respectfully yours,

1 - Copy in translation of 
the CHÜGAI SHOGYO's Editorial.

2 - Copy in translation of the 
HOCHI’s Editorial.

3 - Copy in translation of the 
NICHI NICHI’s Editorial.

Embassy's Elle No. 800.
LES/AA.
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Translation, j yr&t0 American t»ba»»y
i Tokyo.

Britain's Fishing in Troubled Waters

(The Tokyo CHUGAI SHOGYO, November 
5, 1931.)

In connection with the anti-British tone of Japanese

Public opinion in connection with the Manchurian question, 

the British Ambassador, Sir Francis Lindley, called on the 

Vice Minister, Mr. Nagai, at the Foreign Office on Wednesday 

afternoon and, repudiating the press reports accusing the 

British Government of interference in the Manchurian trouble 

on behalf of China, with the apparent intention of befriend

ing China and deriving some selfish interests as its reward, 

made an explanation in defence of the honest attitude of 

the British Government. The Ambassador handed Vice 

Minister hagai a written statement denying the truth of 

the reports printed in several Japanese papers some time 

ago. The statement was apparently intended for publication 

in the columns of the vernacular papers. In this connection 

the Foreign Office authorities refrain from making any re

marks, in accordance with diplomatic courtesy. The most 

unfriendly and insincere attitude and actions taken by the 

British Government and its agents toward this country in 

connection with the Manchurian trouble are toe well known 

to Japanese people and will not be easily erased from the 

memory of every Japanese subject, who cannot but feel 

astonished at the British Ambassador’s statement, which is 

indeed a transparent lie. Of all the occidental powers,

Britain and the United States are the only countries which 

are well cognizant of the actual state of things in China 

and
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and which, fully understand that Japan’s previously ac

quired rights and interests in llanchuria are most vital 

to t&e Japanese nation. Then, in the League of Nations, 

Great Britain is the only member who fully understands 

and ought to understand Japan’s stand in Manchuria, the 

rest being quite ignorant of it and haying no understand

ing.

The Council of the League slighted this very important 

question. For instance, the British representative placed 

Japan in a most difficult position through influencing it 

to be anti-Japanese by making use of China’s false propa

ganda. He helped China in the Five Powers Committee 

meeting to the utmost degree, which finally submitted the 

worst kind of resolution to the Council of the League on 

October 24th. Not only this, but Sir Miles Lampson 

meddled publicly with the internal affairs of China by 

going back and forth between Nanking and Peiping for the 

purpose of establishing cooperation between Chiang and 

Chang. Furthermore, he worked against the Japanese by 

sending a 10,000-ton cruiser to Shanghai, by ridicule of 

Shigemitsu by using coercive language,and by other things 

that are well-known facts, all of which goes to show that 

Britain’s policy is to help China. Britain, in accord

ance with the policy, solved the Thornburn case in a 

manner disadvantageous to Britain. All these things 

are undeniable facts. To be anti-Japanese or to be anti

British is the usual policy of Chinese statesmen. As 

the British know this, if they really desire peace in the 

Orient they should use this opportunity to correct China’s 

unreasonableness. Yet, on the contrary, the present way

of
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of puffing up and encouraging China by misuse of this 
opportunity, is conclusive evidence of British policy. 
There is no excuse on the part of the authorities of the 
Foreign Office for listening to such an explanation and 
again the spimbssness of the authorities of the Foreign 
Office is proved. It deserves open denunciation.
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The Unfriendly Attitude of Great Britain,

(The Tokyo HOCHI of November 5, 1931. )

Since the outbreak of the Manchurian affair Britain’s 
attitude toward Japan has been anything but an indorsement 

of the traditional friendly relationship that has bound 
the two countries for many years past. To cite some in

stances, the British Minister in China, Sir Miles Lampson, 

is reported to be actively engaged as an intermediary 
between Chang Hsueh-liang at Peiping and General Chiang 

Kai-shek at Nanking, and carrying on secret political 

manoeuvres. He is even suspected of interference in the 

peace parley between the representatives of the Nanking 

and Canton Governments. These and other similar reports 

coming from highly trustworthy sources, substantiated by 

facts, tend to convince us with the undeniable truth of 

the alleged pro-Chinese attitude of the British Minister 

in China. There was something very incomprehensible in 
it. 

the attitude towards Japan of Chairman Drummond and the 
British delegate, Lord Reading, at the recent session of 
the Council of the League of Nations. That the British h

Government, which is best informed on Chinese affairs 

and has had many bad experiences in its dealings with 

China for many years past, would assume an attitude of 

indiference toward Japan’s special rights and interests in 

Manchuria and Mongolia is indeed incomprehensible and, 

therefore the recent attitude of the British authorities 

has arrested the keen attention of the Japanese Government

and
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and nation, and, moreover, has given rise to somewhat 

excited feeling among publicists. Especially, the 
Japanese Government is paying keen attention in that 

direction because of possible influence on the future 

of the friendly relations between Japan and Britain. 
Apparently perturbed by this undesirable development of 

the situation, the British Ambassador, Bir Francis Lindley 

under instructions from his home Government, called on 
Vice Minister, Mr. Nagai, at the Foreign Office on 

Wednesday afternoon, and, handing the Vice Minister a 
written statement denying in the name of the British 

Government the Japanese press reports to the effect 

that the British Government is supporting China in con

nection with the Manchurian embroglio in the hope of ob

taining some reward from China for its kindly assistance, 

asked Mr. Nagai to give publicity in the Japanese press 
to the said statement, and, further, to make efforts to 

allay such undesirable doubts respecting the attitude of 

the British Government. In reply, Mr. Nagai stated that 
he believed it was most important for the maintenance of 

the friendly relationship between Japan and Britain for 

the British Government to prove by practice and actual 

facts in the sight of the Japanese nation its candid and 

upright attitude.
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Britain’s Far Eastern Policy

(The Tokyo NICHI NICHI of October 23, 1931.)

What is Britain’s dignity and influence in the Far 
Fast at present? This question is to be best answered 
and explained by the Britons. The waning of British in

fluence in the Far Fast may be explained in many ways ac

cording to the different angles of observation, but many 

agree that one of the greatest causes lies in the psychol

ogy of great statesmen who frame the policy of a country 

as the helmsman of the craft of state. The attitude of 
Lord Heading in the recent session of the Council of the 
League of Nations in connection with the kanchurian problem 

has deeply impressed us with the truth of what has just been 

stated. The United states of America refused to become a 
member of the League of Nations on the eve of its coming 

into existence, as everybody knows, and yet when the 

üanchurian problem was taken up for discussion at the 

recent session of the Council of the League the United 

States was made to participate in the session of the 

Council under the name of observer. There was no reason 

or ground whatever to justify America* s participation in 

the Council, which irregularity could be explained only 

by ’’political convenience”, this simply meaning that the 

United States is a great country. If it is convenient to 

make a country not belonging to the League of Nations 

participate in the Council of the League simply because 

of its being a great power, why did not the League make
Soviet
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SovietRussia similarly participate in the Council? Soviet 
Russia is a great country and as a neighbor of Japan and 
China it has very complicated political and economic re
lations with them* In that respect the United States is 
no comparison. Nevertheless, they induced the United 
States to participate- in the discussion over the Ivlanchurian 

affair of the Council at the expense of Russia. This is 
nothing but an attempt of the League to bring pressure on 

Japan by borrowing the influence of the United States, 
and Lord Reading, the British delegate, is at least the 

strong advocate of the scheme. Is such an underhand 

measure worthy of the wisdom of an enlightened British 

statesman such as Lord Reading, who is eager to maintain 

Britain’s influence and prestige in the Far East?

England has many colonial possessions and complicated 

economic and other interests in the Far East, which are 

both its advantages and weakness. The best political 
measures for upholding Britain’s prestige and influence 

must be framed and established on a broader scope; it 
should not be formulated from the viewpoint of petty im

mediate gains or of mere theory. The interests of the 

Loanchester manufacturers alone should not be taken into 
consideration, but the Far Eastern policy of the British 

Government should be formed on an imperial principle, as their 

great statesmen have often wished. We cannot but question 

whether Lord Reading had taken the trouble to consider what 

effect undue pressure upon Japan will bring about to 

Britain’s interests in the Far East.
Nobody can deny that a great disturbance will occur in

the



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 116?2, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (?)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 k
By 0- cflu4X«Zs ___NARS, Date

- 3 -

the Yangtze region in the trail of the recent great floods, 

claimed to be the most disastrous experience for several 

hundred years. A second Taiping rebellion may break out 
in the shape of a communistic uprising in the provinces of 

Hunan and Hupeh, which are already a hot-bed of communism. 

In such an eventuality, the British alone can never escape 
unhurt from the inevitable. The nation that can cooperate 

with Japan will only be able to secure its present position 
The present is the time when the British nation ought to 

reconsider their Ear Eastern policy.
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The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith, as of 
possible interest to the Department, a copy in 
translation of an undated, statement, addressed "To 
the Minister of the United States and for trans
mission to the Ministers of other Powers", from the 
Standing Committee of the Labor Union of Timber 
Interests in the Municipality of Nanking. This state
ment is in the nature of an appeal to the Powers to 
"uphold justice" in connection with the alleged Japanese 
aggression. The document contains the following 
significant statement which indicates the real reason 
for so many of the ills which afflict China today:

"China

•D
EC

- 2
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\ \\ I "China is a country having due regard
I I for courtesy and Justice, and the only
I i reason why the Chinese people are subject 
\ to molestation by others is that the 
! militarists who are responsible for the 

incessant Civil Strife, have absolutely 
*•< no idea of the fact that personal interests I; must be subordinated to National considerations.

Enclosure :
Statement addressed "To the Minister 
of the United States and for transmission 
to the Ministers of other Powers."

800.
C V üJÈî.MM
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October.... 1931.

To the Minister of the United States and for 
transmission to the Ministers of other Powers.

China has just suffered from serious flood dis
asters but, instead of thinking about the relief of 
the distressed and sympathizing with their neighbor, 
the Japanese, out of a sordid motive, have made much 
of the opportunity thus offered. Taking advantage of 
China’s trying moment, they sent out troops suddenly, 
occupied the Three Eastern Provinces, demolished near
ly all of the existing structures, seized public prop
erty as well as private possessions and killed numer
ous soldiers and civilians in a manner that would 
identify their activities with those of bandits or 
marauders. For the troops of a large country to avail 
themselves of the trouble of another to rob its posses
sions without notice or declaration of war and in a 
manner characteristic only of free-booters and high
waymen is a cowardice in the eye of every strong na- 
tion no matter to what extent the conquest may be car- 
ried. Inevitably, such a mischief would lower its per
petrators in the estimation of the world and impair the 
prestige of their country making the other Powers 
ashamed to sit with it in all international confer
ences* Furthermore, the outrageous, underhand and il

legitimate
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legitimate measures adopted by its military constitute 
virtually a violation of the Kellogg Treaty and a con
tempt of all other nations. We vender how the Powers 
that have signed the anti-war treaty in good faith 
would endeavor to preserve the sanctity of agreement.

No nation on earth is always immune from bad luck 
or calamity; if the Japanese should take as a golden 
opportunity a similar mishap that befalls any country 
other than China and repeat there in a manner beyond 
control everything that they have done here, what would 
be the result? If, in the present instance, the 
Powers fail through the medium of an international tri
bunal to compel Japan to inflict a severe punishment 
upon the ringleaders of the marauding soldiery and com
pensate China for the losses she has suffered in their 
hands, then no Power which cares to obviate the possi
bility of such a precarious situation as it is impossi
ble to guard against would ever have the nerve to allow 
a single armed Japanese to approach its frontier.

We wonder how Japan's national dignity could ex
ist when its regular troops are so audacious and worse 
even than the dwarf marauders of old days. We recall 
the fact that a few years ago, when the Japanese suf
fered from a terrible earthquake, the soldiers and ci
vilians throughout China sympathized deeply with the 
victims and grieved as much as they would in the case 
of death of their brothers. We had not the least de
sire to taka advantage of their trouble but this savage 
nation was never influenced by our example. China is 
a country having due regard for courtesy and justice 
and the only reason why the Chinese people are subject 

12
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to molestation by others is that the militarists who 
are responsible for the incessant civil strife have 
absolutely no idea of the fact that personal interests 
must be subordinated to national consideration. In 
the Korean case of Nanpaoshan and the present occupa
tion of Chinese territory, the Japanese have manifest
ed a total disregard for humanity by the massacre of 
empty-handed and innocent persons. Does international 
law permit one country to send troops to another in a 
stealthy manner? Does it tolerate the seizure of one’s 
territory by another who takes advantage of the let
ter’s trouble? Even in the Indian insurrection, Great 
Britain did not bear to inflict injury upon Ghandi or 
to do harm to the Indian community. No nation on earth 
that disregards virtue and benevolence can win the con
fidence of others and permanently rule by force.

We respectfully request that the Powers uphold 
justice while the Chinese are willing to take up arms 
and march in front of an army against the malicious 
Small Island whose days are numbered. It is our pain
ful duty to make this declaration and appeal to you 
for aid in the interest of justice.

Lu Tso-fan, Standing Committee of the 
Labor Onion of Timber Interest in 

the Municipality of Nanking.

Trans. Tg 
à true copy M
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State

W. Cameron Forbes 
Ambassador.
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The Honorable
The Secretary of

Washington»
Sir

I have the honor

DEPARTMENT of !}»lt 
DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS 
PUBLICATIONS SECTION

NOV 25 1931

to transmit to the Department
1/. • herewith two copies of a Chronology of China, With

Special Reference to Manchuria, reprinted, from
Manchuria Year Boole, 1931, ano. issued by the East
Asiatic Economic Investigation Bureau.

Respectfully yours

Enclosure :
1. As stated. 

Embassy File Wo 
LES/hln

800-China
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CHRONOLOGY OF CHINA
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO

MANCHURIA

REPRINTED FROM

THE MANCHURIA YEAR BOOK, 1931

ISSUED BY

TOA-KEIZAI CHOSAKYOKU 
(East-Asiatic Economic Investigation Bureau)

THIS DOCUMENT MUST EE RETURNED TO THE 
DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS 
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Feb.
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Apr.

May

June

CHRONOLOGY OF CHINA

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO

MANCHURIA

(1925—1930)

1925

25—Chi Hsieh-yuan’s troops defeated by Mukden troops
under Chang Tsung-chang

31—Shanghai occupied by Chang Tso-ling’s troops.

1—Apr. 21—Reorganization Conference inaugurated at
Peking by Tuan Chi-jui and attended by members of
Peking Government and military leaders.

12—Death of Sun Yat-sen .

4—Dispute arises between the Chinese and Soviet officials of the Chi
nese Eastern Railway about the discharge of anti-Soviet Rus
sians from employment by the railway.

11—Increase of the Customs Surtax at Newchwang with the approval 
of the Diplomatic Corps at Peking, the increased revenue to be 
applied to the dredging of the lower stream of the Liao River.

12—Agreement concluded with France, settling “Gold franc contro
versy.”

30—Relations between Feng Yu-hsiang and Chang Tso-lin
become strained. Chang arrives at Tientsin, Peking threatened.

«5;

30—The demonstration in Shanghai of Chinese students in sympathy 
with Chinese strikers in Japanese mills. Police station in Inter
national Concession attacked. . Nine Chinese killed and several 
wounded. (The Shanghai Incident)

1—General strike declared at Shanghai. “State of Emergency” de
clared.

1—General Manager Ivanoff of the Chinese Eastern Railway dis
charges about 600 anti-Soviet employees. The Chinese authori
ties protest, and relations between China and the Soviet become 
strained.
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24—Peking Government in note to Diplomatic Corps demands abroga
tion of the “unequal treaties.”

Aug. 5—Ratifications of the two treaties of Feb. 6, 1922 exchanged at
Washington.

18—Peking Government invites Powers to Special Tariff Conference 
(to be held under Washington Treaty, within three months of the 
ratification of Treaty).

19—Chang Tso-lin proposes to construct the Huhai or Hulan Wlil)- 
Hailun (Sfnï) Railway as a semi-government enterprise, the 
construction to be started in February, 1926 at Nantuan.

28—The Department of Foreign Affairs of the Chinese Government 
submits a demand to abolish Japanese post offices in South 
Manchuria Railway Zone.

Sept. 15—Preparatory Committee of the Tariff Conference meets.
17—United States Government convoked Extraterritoriality Commis

sion for Dec. 18 at Peking. (Meeting subsequently postponed, 
owing to interruption of communications between Peking and 
Tientsin).

24—The Government of Outer Mongolia submits a demand for in
dependence to the Bureau for Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs, 
Peking.

Oct. 1—Peking Government rejects the demand of Outer Mongolia for
independence.

16—Sun Chuan-fang issues a circular telegram announcing
to start a punitive expendition against Chang Tso-lin.

21—Relations between Wu Pei-fu and Chang Tso-lin be
come strained, and Wu issues a circular telegram announcing his 
attitude against Chang. Mukden forces advance southward.

26—The first Plenary Session of the Special Conference on Chinese 
Customs Tariff.

Nov. 13—Agreement reached between Chang Tso-lin and Feng Yu-hsiang 
for withdrawal of Chang’s troops from the neighbourhood of 
Peking.

23—Kuo Sung-ling (IMSÊp) , a general under Chang Tso-lin, revolts.
23—Right wing opposition of Kuomintang meets in Peking (Hsishan 

conference: resolution to exclude communist from
the party passed.

26—Feng Yu-hsiang’s troops occupy Peking.
Dec. 6—Kuo defeats Chang’s army at Chinchow (^SfH), and advances to

wards Mukden.
9—Feng attacks Tientsin.

15—Japanese announcement on sending immediate reinforcements to 
protect South Manchuria Railway.

H—Diplomatic Corps at Peking presents a note to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs insisting on restoration of free communication 
between Peking and Tientsin.

Dec. 23—Summaries of the findings of three Judges regarding Shanghai Inci
dent published,

24—Kuo Sung-ling defeated and captured, (executed on Dec. 27).
26—Japanese Ministry of War decides to withdraw additional troops 

from South Manchuria.
26—Hsu Shih-ying appointed Prime Minister.
31—Hsu Cabinet formed.

1926

Jan. 1-20—Second National Congress of Kuomintang held at Canton.
9—Feng Yu-hsiang retires from all official ranks and positions.

12—Anti-Japanese agitation opposing the despatch of Japanese troops 
to Manchuria starts at Amoy and Canton.

12—The International Commission on Extraterritoriality opened at 
Peking.

17—Disputes over the transport of Chinese railway guards cause sus
pension of traffic on the Chinese Eastern Railway.

19—Mukden forces advance within Shanhaikwan.
22—Chinese troops arrest General Manager Ivanoff of the Chinese 

Eastern Railway.
25—Disputes respecting the Chinese Eastern Railway solved, and 

Ivanoff and others set free.
25—Mukden forces retreat beyond the Shanhaikwan.

Feb. 20—Prime Minister Hsu resigns.
Mar. 4—Chia Teh-yao cabinet formed.

9—Foreign shipping fired on by Taku (AféD Forts.
18—Anti-foreign mass meeting at Peking. Collisions between students 

and Government troops follow, causing numerous casualities.
20—Coup d’état in Canton (Cruiser Chungshan: Incident)

Chiang Kai-shek arrests Russian extremists and strikes at Canton.
27—Mukden forces advance southward to attack Peking, and occupy 

Tungchow GBiffl).
30—Chang Huan-hsiang QSxifefff) Governor of Tungsheng Special 

District dissolves Municipal Assembly of Harbin.

Apr. 6—Diplomatic Body protests against aerial bombardment of Peking.
18—Mukden forces enter Peking.
19—Chia cabinet resigns on bloc.
20—Regent Tuan resigns.
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May 5-7—Strike of horse carriage drivers and rikisha-men of Mukden,
opposing the carriage and cart tax levied by the South Manchuria 
Railway.

13—Regency Cabinet inaugurated under Yen Hui-ching .
15-26—Special Plenary Session of Kuomintang held.
20—Strike at the Penhsihu Colliery and Iron Works
21—Sino-Soviet Conference to discuss the Chinese Eastern Railway 

problems opened at Mukden.
22—Fengtien-piao, or Mukden note falls to the rate of 345 yuan for 

100 silver yuan. Authorities prohibit the use of Tayang silver 
coins and Chin-piao (Bank of Chosen note) within the walled-city 
of Mukden.

30—Fengtien-piao falls to the rate of 430 yuan for 100 silver yuan.

June 1—Anti-foreign demonstration in Shanghai.
1—Opening ceremony of the construction of the Kirin Crf$O-Tun- 

hua (Ifc-fED Railway held at Kirin.
5—Decisive battle imminent at Nankow Œn) between Mukden 

forces and troops of Wu Pei-fu. Chang Tso-lin advances in per
son to Tientsin.

10—Customs Tariff Conference decides to adopt for the present the 
5 and 2.5 percent rates of surtaxes agreed upon at the Washing
ton Conference.

23—Opening ceremony of the construction of the Chinfu rail
way held at Chinchou.

23—Resignation of Prime Minister Yen.
28—Chang Tso-lin and W’u Pei-fu meet at Peking to discuss com

promise.
‘ 28—Kirin Province issues regulations prohibiting shipments of cereals 

out of the province.
July 3—Customs Tariff Conference discontinued.

6—Formation of the Tu Hsi-kuei Cabinet.
9—Chiang Kai-shek appointed Commander-in-Chief of the

Nationalist Revolutionary Army, issues a declaration for sub
jugating the Northern provinces.

11—Part of the Hulan-Hailun Railway, 23 km. from Sungpu MB 
to Hulan opened to traffic.

15—Taonan -Anganghsi Railway opened to traffic be
tween Taonan and Mokuchi

28—Following a development of events unfavourable to the Mukden 
forces, the Fengtien-piao further falls to the rate of 600 yuan for 
100 silver yuan.

Aug. 14—Kuomin Army of Feng Yu-hsiang defeated at Nankow.
16—Occupation of Nankow by Mukden forces.
19—-Chang Tso-lin executes five leading exchange brokers in Mukden 

for disturbing the currency market.
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20—Nine more exchange brokers shot in Mukden.
25—Fengtien-piao quotations advance to the rate of 350 yuan for 100 

silver yuan.
27—Central Executive Committee of the Kuomintang at Canton an

nounces that Feng Yu-hsiang is permitted to join the party.
30—Peking Government demands recall of Soviet Ambassador Karak- 

han.

Sept. 1—Oct. 11—Siege of Wuchang
2—Chinese Authorities at Harbin seize vessels belonging to C.E.R. 

at Harbin and dissolves the railway’s Education Department.
5—Wanhsien Incident. Clash between British Naval forces

and Chinese troops.
10—Karakhan leaves Peking.
16—The last full session of the Commission on Extraterritoriality.
17—Feng Yu-hsiang appointed Commander-in-Chief of Allied Nation

alist Forces
15-28—Extraordinary Congress of Central Executive Committee and 

Provincial Delegates of Kuomintang.
20—Peking Government demands revision of Sino-Japanese Treaty 

of 1896, which expired on Oct. 19.

Nov. 3—Occupation of Kiukiang CihiL') by the Nationalist troops.
15-20—Military Council of Chang Tso-lin held at Tientsin. Chang 

Tsung-chang and Sun Chuan-fang discuss unit-
* ed action against the Nationalist forces.

Dec. 1—Chang Tso-lin appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Ankuochun
or National Defence Army.

18—British Memorandum concerning China communicated to the re
presentatives of the Washington Treaty Powers.

27—Chang Tso-lin enters Peking.

1927

Jan. 1—Mandate issued by the Nationalist Government to consolidate
cities of Hankow, Wuchang and Hanyang into one city 
named Wuhan

1—Mixed Court at Shanghai formally handed over to Chinese.
3—Governor of Tungsheng Special District issues order prohibiting 

the circulation of gold yen notes of Japanese banks.
4—Seizure of British Concession at Hankow.
7—Fengtien-piao falls to the rate of 645 yuan for 100 silver yuan.

12—By a Presidential Mandate actual collection of Customs surtaxes 
from February 1, declared. Minister Yoshizawa of Japan issues 
a protest against this declaration.

21—Negotiations to revise Sino-Japanese Treaty opened.
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23—Hulan-Hailung Railway opened to traffic as far as Suihua
24—Despatch of British troops announced by British War Office.
24—Nationalist Government issues a protest against British despatch 

of troops.
25—A Section of the Tahushan -Tungliao (Paiyin-

tala) Railway, 64 km. in length, completed.
27—Agitation against gold yen in North Manchuria settled by Sino- 

Japanese negotiations held at Mukden.
27—U.S. Secretary of State makes official statement regarding U.S. 

policy in China.
31—Peking Government dismisses Sir Francis Aglen, Inspector-General 

of Customs.
31—The Department of Foreign Affairs of Peking Government issues 

protest against despatch of British troops.

Feb. 1—Diplomatic Corps at Peking protests againsts the dismissal of
Sir Francis Aglen.

7—Chen Yu-jen CtëtttO -O’Malley negotiations reopened at Han
kow.

16—Army of Sun Chuan-fang defeated by Nationalist Army
at Hangchow

19—General Strike at Shanghai against the Northern allied forces.
19—Agreement regarding future of British Concession at Hankow 

signed by the representatives of Nationalist and British Gov
ernment.

22—French Settlement at Shanghai shelled by Chinese boats.
24—General Strike at Shanghai called off by General Labour Union.

Mar. 1—Arrest of Mme. Borodin at Pukow
10-17—Plenary Session of the Kuomintang held at Hankow. 

Conflict between Chiang Kai-shek and Communists becomes mani
fest.

15—Formal rendition of the concessions at Hankow and Kiukiang car
ried out.

21—Occupation of Shanghai by the Nationalist troops.
22—Fengtien-piao falls to the rate of 860 yuan for 100 silver yuan.
24—Nanking occupied by the Nationalist troops. (The Nanking Inci

dent).
25—South Manchuria Railway Company decides to reduce railway 

fares for refugees from Shangtung and to carry children under 
15 and aged persons above 60 free of charge.

^.pr. 1—Twentieth anniversary of the commencement of business of the
South Manchuria Railway Company.

3—Japanese concession at Hankow attacked by mob.
5—Japanese Consul-General at Harbin protests against the declara

tion of the Harbin Customs Office to collect the Customs sur
taxes.
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6—Chang Tso-lin conducts a search in the rooms of the Military 
Attaché of the Soviet Embassy, Peking, arrests number of Chinese, 
including Li Ta-chao and Russians, and confiscates docu
ments.

7—Chiang Kai-shek carries out a coup d’état in Shanghai against the 
left wing of the Kuomintang and Communists.

7—Fengtien-piao falls to the rate of 1,102 yuan for 100 silver yuan, 
and the financial condition of the Three Eastern Provinces be
comes critical.

12-13—General Labour Union at Shanghai declares general strike in 
opposition to Chiang Kai-shek.

14—General Labour Union at Shanghai dissolved.
18—Chiang Kai-shek inaugurates “moderate” Nationalist Government 

at Nanking.
19—Soviet Chargé d’Affaires withdraws from Peking.
19—Wuhan Government declares war against Chiang Kai-shek.

Apr. 20—Tanaka Cabinet formed in Japan.
22—Japanese Government issues an urgency Imperial Ordinance re

garding moratorium (from April 22 to May 12). Associated 
banks and exchanges of Dairen close their doors on the 22nd and 
23rd, following a similar step taken by banks in Japan proper.

23—Moratorium also declared for Korea. It is decided to apply 
moratorium ordinance to the Kwantung Leased Territory and 
other colonies (from the 25th in the Kwantung Leased Territory 
and South Manchuria Railway Zone).

' 28—Li Ta-chao and twenty other Communists executed at Peking.

May 12—Raid of Arcos at London.
13—Sino-Japanese negotiations on Treaty revision discontinued.
15—Sun Chuan-fang retreats from Pukow.
17—British Government orders its diplomatic representatives to leave 

Hankow.
20-26—Pan-Pacific Labour Conference held at Hankow.
27—Breach of diplomatic relations between Great Britain and Soviet 

Union.
28—Japanese Government issues a statement respecting the despatch 

of troops to Central China.
June 3—Yen Hsi-shan CBWUO hoists the Nationalist flag in Shanhsi

(ill®) Province.
6—Yen Hsi-shan appointed Commander-in-Chief of Northern Forces 

of Nationalist Army.
10-13—Conference at Chengchow between Feng Yu-hsiang and 

representatives of Hankow Government.
18—Chang Tso-lin appoints himself to Grand Marshal or Generalis

simo. Military Government inaugurated in Peking.
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19-21—Feng Yu-hsiang and Chiang Kai-shek meet at Hsuchow Cîfè’HI).
30—Nanking Government issues new tariff regulations.

July 8—Arrival of 1,500 Japanese troops at Tsinan.
9—Japanese Government issues mobilization order for the second- 

despatch of troops to Shantung.
15—Central Executive Committee of Wuhan Government proclaims 

complete breach with Communists.
20—Communist Party falls from power at Wuhan.
27—Borodin leaves Hankow.
29—Military Conference of Wuhan Government held at LushanCMtU).
29—Ho Lung CM!), Yeh Ting C1MS) and others with the rem

nant of the Communist Party, declare independence at Nan- 
chang C$3 B'* in opposition to the Wuhan Government.

Aug. 3—Peking Government announces that on and after August 15, a
surtax of 5 percent will be levied on articles of luxury.

13—Resignation of Chiang Kai-shek.
17—Sun Chuan-fang’s troops reach Pukow.
19—By the decision of Central Executive Committee, Wuhan Gov

ernment announces to move the Capital to Nanking.
23—Strike at the Penhsihu Colliery and Iron Works becomes riotous. 

Strikers temporarily occupy the electric engineering station, and 
the town is plunged into complete darkness.

24—Japanese Minister at Peking confers with Chang Tso-lin about 
some questions in Manchuria.

30—Japanese Government orders to withdraw despatch troops from 
Shantung.

Sept. 1—Sun Chuan-fang defeated, and withdraws from Pukow.
4—Anti-Japanese demonstrations in Manchuria culminate in distur

bances at Mukden.
5—Evacuation of Japanese troops from Tsinanfu completed.
5—Construction of the Fengtien C^X) -Hailung (ifefl) Railway 

completed.
15—Kuomintang Conference opened at Nanking.

Reconciliation of Hankow and Nanking Governments attempted..
20—New Nationalist Government proclaimed at Nanking.
25—Oct. 3—Swatow captured by “Red” Army.
27—Y’en Hsi-shan attacks Mukden troops at Kalgan.
29—Martial law proclaimed in Peking.

Oct. 1—Chinfu C&flm) Railway opened to traffic.
2—Chang Tso-lin issues an order to punish Yen Hsi-shan.

10—Shanhsi forces of Yen Hsi-shan defeated after severe fighting.
15—Construction of the Tahushan Ctnêffi) -Tungliao Railway 

completed.
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Oct. 20—Nanking Government orders expedition against Tang Sheng-chih 
CJt&W at Hankow.

23—Chiang Kai-shek arrives in Tokyo.

Nov. 10—Chiang Kai-shek returns to Shanghai.
12—Tang Sheng-chih retires.
17—Supreme Court formed under Nationalist Government.
17—Labour and communist agitation at Shanghai.
17—Coup d’etat carried out in Canton by Chang Fa-Kuei’s C2I§®) 

army.
18—Wang Ching-wei CtEfôï©) and Li Tsi-chen arrive

at Shanghai to attend Kuomintang Conference.
29—Yang Yu-ting , Chief Staff of Mukden army, protests in

a press interview against proposed American loan to South Man
churia Railway Company.

Dec. 1—By an agreement between Education Department of Tungsheng
Special District and Russian staff of Chinese Eastern Railway 
right of administration of the educational affairs restored to 
Chinese authorities.

1—Wu Chao-shu Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nanking
Government sends telegram to U. S. Secretary of State to pro
test against American loan to South Manchuria Railway Com
pany.

2-7-Oppression of Koreans by the Kirin Provincial Government be
comes extremely severe.

3—Preparatory Conference of Kuomintang opened at Shanghai.
3—Nanking Government dismisses Chang Fa-Kuei.
7—Fengtien-piao falls to the rate of 1246 yuan for 100 silver yuan.

10—Chiang Kai-shek again accepted post of Commander-in-Chief of 
the Nationalist Revolutionary Forces.

11—Canton siezed by Communists.
14—Li Fu-lin C^®^) recaptures the city of Canton. Many Com

munists, Chinese and Russian including Soviet Vice-Consul, exe
cuted.

14—Nanking Government issues order to close all Soviet Consulates 
in its territory.

15—Nanking Government addresses a note of protest to Soviet Gov
ernment.

16—Northern troops under Chang Tsung-chang defeated at Hsuchow. 
17—Wang Ching-wei announces his intention to retire.

1928

Jan. 3—Tataohui CXTJ^), or Big Sword Society disturbances at Tung-
hua Ci® ft), eastern district of Fengtien Province.
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9—Chiang Kai-shek issues circular telegram announcing his resump
tion of office as Commander-in-Chief of Nationalist Armies.

16—Hungchianghui CfcTtMï’) or Red Spear Society disturbances at 
Linhsi ($4*5), Inner-Mongolia.

25—Unofficial mission from Nanking Government consisting of Hu 
Han-min C$H$£K), Wu Chao-shu and others leave for
tour of various countries to prepare ground for treaty revision 
and to investigate political and economic conditions abroad.

25-26—Military council held at Peking.
26—Tataohui rebels arrest and kill the District Magistrate of Huanjen

28—Tataohui surrenders at discretion to the Mukden armies.
31—Fengtien-piao falls to rate of 4.500 yuan for 100 silver yuan.

Feb. 2—Strike of more than 1,200 Chinese labourers of the Tôa Tobacco
Company, Yingkow, demanding the payment of wages in terms of 
gold.

2—Fengtien-piao quotation is somewhat improved, being between 
3,200 and 3,300 yuan for 100 silver yuan.

3-7—Fourth Plenary Session of Kuomintang held at Nanking.
9—Strike of 600 Chinese coolies employed at the Holiensai C3k.j$^) 

coal mine on the Antung-Mukden Railway line, demanding the 
payment of wages in terms of gold.

15—Number of merchants and manufacturers in Mukden giving up 
their business because of the continued fall of Fengtien-piao 
reaches 5,089.

17—Revival of Tataohui disturbances in the eastern districts of Feng- 
tien Province.

23—Strike of the Tôa Tobacco Company ends, wages of workers to be 
paid in Tayang silver coins.

Mar. 1—Main body of the Nationalist army leaves Nanking for north
ern expedition.

3—Exclusion of Japanese currencies decided at the conference of 
Tao-yin (jâf3*), or Division Chiefs, held at Kirin.

5—Chang Huan-hsiang CiMbffi) Governor of Special District pro
hibits circulation of foreign currencies in North Manchuria.

17—Large strikes start at various places because of the fall in the 
value of the Fengtien-piao.

19—Military Councils meet at Peking.
30—Notes exchanged between Nanking Government and United States 

of America regarding settlement of the Nanking Incident of 
March, 1927.

Apr. 18—Arrangement reached between Chinese and Japanese authorities in 
Manchuria settling dispute over through traffic and over rolling
stocks seized by Chinese.

19—Marshal law proclaimed in Peking.
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20—Japanese Government issues a statement concerning the despatch 
of troops to Shantung.

22—Nationalist army occupies Taian .
25—Advance guard of Japanese army reaches Tsinanfu <2§iWl£F).

j 30—Northern army withdraws from Tsinanfu.

May 1—Vanguards of Nationalist troops enter Tsinanfu.
3—Clash between Chinese and Japanese troops (The Tsinan Inci

dent).
< 9—Chang Tso-lin issues circular telegram announcing to suspend hos-
i tilities.

11—League of Nations Secretariat receives telegram regarding Tsinan 
Incident from Nanking Government.

11—Japanese troops occupy whole of Tsinanfu.
i 18—Memorandum on Japanese policy in China and Manchuria hand

ed to Peking and Nanking Governments.
28—Japanese note on Tsinan Incident sent to League.

June 2—Chang Tso-lin issues circular telegram announcing his intention to 
withdraw into Manchuria.

; 3—Chang Tso-lin leaves Peking.
4—Chang Tso-lin and Wu Chun-sheng C^fôM), Governor of Hei

lungkiang Province, killed by a bomb explosion outside Mukden, 
j Marshal law proclaimed in Mukden.

4—Fengtien-piao falls from the quotation of 2,360 yuan on the pre-
• vious day to that of 2,700 yuan for 100 silver yuan. Exchange

market suspended.
4—Nanking Government appoints Yen Hsi-shan Commander-in-Chief 

of the Peking-Tientsin Garrison.
6—Wang Cheng-ting appointed Minister of Foreign Af

fairs to succeed Huang Fu Cs^).
16—By a mandate of Grand Marshal, Chang Hsueh-liang 

becomes Governor of Fengtien Province.
18—Chang Hsueh-liang returns to Mukden.
20—Chihli Œsl) Province newly named Hopei CM 4L) Province; 

Peking given the new name of Peiping C4L2£).
20-30—National Economic Conference held at Shanghai.
21—Announcement of Chang Tso-lin’s death.
25—Chang Hsueh-liang proclaims Commander-in-Chief of the Army 

of the Three Eastern Provinces, Wan Fu-lin formerly
proclaimed Governor of Heilungkiang Province.

25—Fengtien-piao quotation rises to the rate of 2,000 yuan, causing 
suspension of business.

July 1-10—National Conference on Finance held in Nanking.
7—Nanking Government announces its general attitude towards “un- 

i equal treaties.”
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10—Japanese Government decides that the evacuation of Japanese 
troops in Tsinanfu should begin on 20 July.

17—Japanese Consul-General at Mukden advises Chang Hsueh-liang 
to reconsider proposed agreement between Manchuria and Nan
king.

24—United States Government sends note to Nanking Government 
regarding its attitude toward Chinese tariff autonomy.

25—New Tariff Treaty between China and United States signed at 
Nanking.

Aug. 7—Funeral of Chang Tso-lin. Baron Hayashi attends the ceremony
representing Japanese Government.

8-15—Fifth Plenary Session of Kuomintang held at Nanking.
9—Agreement with Great Britain for settlement of the Nanking Inci

dent of March 1927, signed at Nanking.
17—Independence movement of Barga (Hulunbuir) started.
17—Sino-German Treaty providing for reciprocity in Customs and 

similar matters signed at Nanking.
19—Marshal law in Mukden withdrawn.
25—Construction of Kirin-Tunhua Railway completed.

Sept. 2—Pneumonic plague rages at Tungliao (Paiyintala).
7-13—Fighting between remnants of Chihli-Shantung army under 

Chang Tsung-chang and Southern troops under Pai
chung-hsi

14—Chang Tsung-chang declares war against Mukden.
20—Chang Tsung-chang’s army disarmed.

Oct. 1—Surtax collection on the export duty, coast trade duty, and clear
ance duty begins.

3 & 8—Organic Law of National Government of the Republic of 
China promulgated.

9—Barga independence movement subsides.
10—New National Government formed on the basis of Organic Law of 

Oct. 8. Chiang Kai-shek formally proclaimed as head of the Na
tional Government.

18—Japanese Government appoints Consul-General at Shanghai as its 
official representative. National Government announces Wang 
Cheng-ting (ïlEfé) as its representative for Sino-Japanese nego
tiations for settlement of Nanking and Tsinan Incidents. (Con
versations opened on Oct. 19).

23-28—Military Council of Three Eastern Provinces decides to adopt 
the brigade system instead of the divisional system, and to re
duce the present military strength of 250,000 men to 130,000 men.

<ov. 1—Central Bank of China opened for business.
4—Clash of a anti-Japanese demonstration and authorities at Har

bin. Chang Huan-hsiang, the Governor of the Special District, 
resigns.
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4—Kirin Provincial Assembly denounces the construction of Kirin- 
Kainei Railway.

12—Peking-Mukden Railway reopens.
27—M. Thomas of International Labour Office, Genève, arrives at 

Nanking.

Dec. 5—New Customs tariff promulgated, to come into force on Feb. 1, 
1929.

7—Construction of the line between Suihua and Hailun
I Ci&InD of the Hulan-Hailun Railway completed.
* 10—Northeastern Pohai Squadron and the Kirin-Heilungkiang River
I Squadron combined together to form the Northeastern Squardron.

Chang Hsueh-liang becomes Commander-in-Chief of the Squa- 
; . dron.

10—Sino-Japanese Exchange Bank announces sus
pension of business for one month.

13—Students’ riot at Nanking; anti-Japanese and anti-treaty agita
tion; Wang Cheng-ting’s house wrecked.

20—Anglo-Chinese treaty granting Chinese tariff autonomy signed 
I at Nanking.
I 22—Sino-French treaty granting Chinese Tariff Autonomy signed at
I Nanking.
I 22—Chinese authorities declare the recovery of the telephone service-
j conducted by the Chinese Eastern Railway.
? 23—Soviet authorities protest against the recovery by China of the
- . telephone service.

25—Nanking Government demands of Chang Hsueh-liang that on and 
4 after February 1, Customs autonomy is to be enforced and the
J new tariff announced by the National Government adopted.

29—Mukden Government orders the Three Eastern Provinces to hoist 
the National flag.

I 1929

‘ Jan. 5-25—Disbandment Conference held at Nanking.
7—Chang Hsueh-liang appointed by the Nanking Government Com

mander-in-Chief of the Northeastern Frontier Defence Army 
with Chang Tso-hsiang and

Wan Fu-lin as Vice-Commanders.
i 9—The Three Eastern Provinces becoming a component of the Na

tional Government, the Peace Preservation Committee of the 
Three Eastern Provinces is dissolved and the North-Eastern 
Political Committee formed.

11__Yang Yu-ting and Chang Yin-huai shot at
Mukden by order of Chang Hsueh-liang.
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10—Japanese Government decides that the evacuation of Japanese 
troops in Tsinanfu should begin on 20 July.

17—Japanese Consul-General at Mukden advises Chang Hsueh-liang 
to reconsider proposed agreement between Manchuria and Nan
king.

24—United States Government sends note to Nanking Government 
regarding its attitude toward Chinese tariff autonomy.

25—New Tariff Treaty between China and United States signed at 
Nanking.

Aug. 7—Funeral of Chang Tso-lin. Baron Hayashi attends the ceremony
representing Japanese Government.

8-15—Fifth Plenary Session of Kuomintang held at Nanking.
9—Agreement with Great Britain for settlement of the Nanking Inci

dent of March 1927, signed at Nanking.
17—Independence movement of Barga (Hulunbuir) started.
17—Sino-German Treaty providing for reciprocity in Customs and 

similar matters signed at Nanking.
19—Marshal law in Mukden withdrawn.
25—Construction of Kirin-Tunhua Railway completed.

Sept. 2—Pneumonic plague rages at Tungliao (Paiyintala).
7-13—Fighting between remnants of Chihli-Shantung army under 

Chang Tsung-chang and Southern troops under Pai
chung-hsi

14—Chang Tsung-chang declares war against Mukden.
20—Chang Tsung-chang’s army disarmed.

Oct. 1—Surtax collection on the export duty, coast trade duty, and clear
ance duty begins.

3 & 8—Organic Law of National Government of the Republic of 
China promulgated.

9—Barga independence movement subsides.
10—New National Government formed on the basis of Organic Law of 

Oct. 8. Chiang Kai-shek formally proclaimed as head of the Na
tional Government.

18—Japanese Government appoints Consul-General at Shanghai as its 
official representative. National Government announces Wang 
Cheng-ting as its representative for Sino-Japanese nego
tiations for settlement of Nanking and Tsinan Incidents. (Con
versations opened on Oct. 19).

23-28—Military Council of Three Eastern Provinces decides to adopt 
the brigade system instead of the divisional system, and to re
duce the present military strength of 250,000 men to 130,000 men.

Nov. 1—Central Bank of China opened for business.
4—Clash of a anti-Japanese demonstration and authorities at Har

bin. Chang Huan-hsiang, the Governor of the Special District, 
resigns.
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4—Kirin Provincial Assembly denounces the construction of Kirin- 
Kainei Railway.

12—Peking-Mukden Railway reopens.
27—M. Thomas of International Labour Office, Genève, arrives at 

Nanking.

Dec. 5—New Customs tariff promulgated, to come into force on Feb. 1, 
1929.

7—Construction of the line between Suihua CScft) and Hailun 
Cï&fraT') of the Hulan-Hailun Railway completed.

10—Northeastern Pohai Squadron and the Kirin-Heilungkiang River 
Squadron combined together to form the Northeastern Squardron. 
Chang Hsueh-liang becomes Commander-in-Chief of the Squa
dron.

10—Sino-Japanese Exchange Bank announces sus
pension of business for one month.

13—Students’ riot at Nanking; anti-Japanese and anti-treaty agita
tion; Wang Cheng-ting’s house wrecked.

20—Anglo-Chinese treaty granting Chinese tariff autonomy signed 
at Nanking.

22—Sino-French treaty granting Chinese Tariff Autonomy signed at 
Nanking.

22—Chinese authorities declare the recovery of the telephone service 
conducted by the Chinese Eastern Railway.

23—Soviet authorities protest against the recovery by China of the 
telephone service.

25—Nanking Government demands of Chang Hsueh-liang that on and 
after February 1, Customs autonomy is to be enforced and the 
new tariff announced by the National Government adopted.

29—Mukden Government orders the Three Eastern Provinces to hoist 
the National flag.

1929
•

Jan. 5-25—Disbandment Conference held at Nanking.
7—Chang Hsueh-liang appointed by the Nanking Government Com

mander-in-Chief of the Northeastern Frontier Defence Army 
. with Chang Tso-hsiang CBfWD and 

Wan Fu-lin as Vice-Commanders.
9—The Three Eastern Provinces becoming a component of the Na- 

f tional Government, the Peace Preservation Committee of the
Three Eastern Provinces is dissolved and the North-Eastern 
Political Committee formed.

11__Yang Yu-ting and Chang Yin-huai shot at
1 Mukden by order of Chang Hsueh-liang.
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21—Inspector-General Maze of the Maritime Customs announces the 
application of the new customs tariff rates ranging from 7.5 to 27.5 
percent from February 1, 1929.

23—Chang Hsueh-liang, Wan Fu-lin and others join the Kuomintang. 
31—Sino-Japanese Treaty signed.

Feb. 1—New provisional Customs tariff put into force.
1—National Government suddenly issues an order to increase the 

export duty, making the export surtax 2.5 percent, the coast trade 
surtax 1.25 percent, the export surtax on products made by west
ern machinery 2.5 percent.

4—Japan protests against the increase of the export duty.
5—Fengtien Province changes its name to Liaoning ( .

11—The senate of the United States of America ratifies the treaty re
cognizing the Customs autonomy of China.

19—Chang Tsung-chang lands at Lungkow (In).

Mar. 5—Sir A. F. Whyte appointed Political Counsellor to Nanking Gov
ernment.

12—Feng Yu-hsiang resigns from the post of War Minister of Nan
king Government.

14—Manifesto published by Wan Ching-wei and other left
wing leaders of Kuomintang denouncing the rule of Nanking 
Government.

15-28—Third National Congress of Kuomintang held at Nanking.
26—Despatch of punitive expedition against Kwangsi troops announc

ed by Nanking Government.
26—Li Tsung-jen Li Tsi-chen and Pai Chung-hsi

cashiered.
28—Sino-Japanese Agreement in settlement of the Tsinan Incident of 

May 3, 1928 signed.
29—Chiang Kai-shek leaves for Kiukiang and assumes supreme com

mand of Government forces operating against Kwansi troops in 
Wuhan district.

Apr. 1—Kwansi troops evacuate from Canton.
4—Kwansi troops evacuate from Wuhan.
5—Chiang Kai-shek's army enters Hankow.

16—Japanese evacuation of Shantung postponed at the request of Chi
nese government.

16—By a resolution of the committee meeting of the Executive Yuan 
Nanking was made national capital.

20—Peking-Mukden Railway named Peining (Peiping-Liaoning) Rail
way.

26—Arms embargo agreement of May 7, 1919 cancelled.
26—Chang Tsung-chang defeated and retreats from Shantung to Dai

ren. Japanese authorities do not allow him to settle in the Leased 
Territory. Chang leaves for Japan.

27—Chen Tiao-yuan appointed to control the whole of
Shantung.

27—Chinese Government presents notes to Treaty Powers urging abo
lition of extraterritoriality.

May 1—Memorandums on revision of treaty between China and Japan
published.

2—Settlement reached between China and Japan regarding the settle
ment of the Nanking and Hankow Incidents.

14—Railway line between Chaoyangchen and Kirin, the
last portion of the Kirin-Hailung Railway, completed; to be 
opened to traffic on the 15th.

15—Ho Chien invades Kwangsi and occupies Kweilin
the capital of the province.

20—Feng Yu-hsiang denounces Nanking Government as an illegal gov
ernment.

22—Relations between Chiang Kai-shek and Feng Yu-hsiang becoming 
strained, Chang Hsueh-liang declares in support of Chiang, and 
Yen Hsi-shan also.

23—Feng Yu-hsiang expelled from the Koumintang.
27—Soviet consulate at Harbin raided.
29—All, except 39 persons of the arrested staff of the Soviet Con

sulate-General at Harbin, released.

June 1—State funeral of Sun Yat-sen at Nanking.
1—Soviet note of protest to China.
3—Minister Yoshizawa of Japan present credentials to Nanking Gov

ernment.
7—Final collapse of Kwansi rebellion against Nanking.
7—Fengtien-piao falls to the rate of 6,470 yuan for 100 silver yuan.
8—Mukden authorities examine books of currency brokers within the" 

walls of Mukden on the ground that the fall of the Fengtien-piao 
has rendered such action necessary.

J 10-14—Second Plenary Session of Kuomintang.
18—Liaoning Provincial Government issues a regulation prohibiting 

the shipment of Tayang silver coins out of the province in order 
to prevent the fall of the Fengtien-piao.

19—Novosti Jizni the only communist Russian newspaper in North 
Manchuria ordered to suspend publication.

24—Fengtien-piao falls to the rate of 7,520 yuan for 100 silver yuan.
25—Chiang Kai-shek enters Peiping.
26—To prevent a further fall of the Fengtien-piao, Chang Hsueh-liang 

announces regulations for maintaining the price and decides to in
struct the Provincial Bank to exchange 60 Fengtien-piao yuan fon

sr one Tayang yuan. /
30—Chiang Kai-shek and Yen Hsi-shan meet at Peiping Reorganiza— 

f tion of the Northwestern Army of Feng Yu-hsiang discussed.
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2—Tanaka Cabinet of Japan resigns en bloc. Hamaguchi ordered to 
form the succeeding cabinet.

5—Punitive mandate against Feng Yu-hsiang cancelled.
7-10—Chiang Kai-shek, Chang Hsueh-liang and Wang Cheng-ting 

confer at Peiping on diplomatic problems of the North- 
Eastern Provinces.

11—Chinese authorities discharge Emshanoff, General Manager and 
five other section chiefs of the Chinese Eastern Railway, and ap
point Yuan Chi-kuang as the General Manager.

11—Chiang Kai-shek, Chang Hsueh-liang and Yen Hsi-shan discuss 
at Peiping the disposal of troops.

13—The Soviet Government submits to China a proposal for peace
ful settlement of the Chinese Eastern Railway problem, and asks 
for a reply within three days.

17—Chinese reply sent. Soviet Government expresses dissatisfac
tion at the Chinese reply, and despatches a note informing China 
of the rupture of diplomatic relations between the two countries.

19—United States, Great Britain, France and Japan separately notify 
Chinese and the Soviet Government of their wish to have the 
Chinese Eastern Railway problem peacefully settled.

22—Strike of about 1.000 Russians in Harbin employed by the Chi
nese Eastern Railway protesting against the recovery of the 
railway by China other employees of the Chinese Eastern Rail-' 
way also strongly inclined to join the strike.

22—Negotiations opened at Harbin between Tsai Yun-sheng(MS^b) 
and Melnikoff.

24—Melnikoff 
tion.

30—Melnikoff

1-6—Further
4—Tsai-Melnikoff negotiations come to a deadlock.

13—Chinese delegates to the negotiations on the Chinese Eastern 
Railway disputes leave Manchouli.

13—Hostilities opened in the neighbourhood of Jalai Nor and Suifenho

and Chang Tso-hsiang CSffëffl) meet in Harbin sta-

and Tsai Yun-shen negotiate in a train at Manchouli. 

Disbandment Conference held at Nanking.
3
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24—Chang Hsueh-liang declines the offer of Chiang Kai-shek to rein
force with Nanking troops.

28—Attempted assassination of Chang Kai-shek in Shanghai.
29—Hai Lu-feng and Peng-pai and other com

munists arrested and shot in Shanghai.
31—Agreement signed for retrocession of Belgian concession at Tien

tsin.

5—Note sent by Chinese Government to United States urging imme
diate initiation of discussions on extraterritoriality. Similar notes 
addressed later to Great Britain, France and other Treaty Powers.

6—Chinese note to Powers proposing the opening of negotiations on 
Shanghai Provisional Court on Sept. 23.

7-12—Soviet forces attack Manchouli and Pogranichnaya.
15—Harbin branch of Dali Bank closes.
16-17—Chang Fa-kwei on being ordered to move with his

troops from Ichang to the neighbourhood of Lunghai
CRtifî) Railway, revolts and declares independence.

20—Chang Fa-kwei dismissed from his position.
25—Soviet Government protests against attacks of Chinese and White 

Russians.
26—Manifesto published by Wang Ching-wei and other

“Reorganization]*st” leaders denouncing Third National
Congress and Nanking Government.

29—Further Soviet protest.
29—20 cadets involved in assassination plot of Aug. 28, shot in Shang

hai.
2-4—Manchouli again attacked.
3—Anglo-Soviet agreement to resume normal diplomatic relations 

signed.
10—German proposal for exchange of prison^ accepted by China 

but not by Soviet.
10—Generals under Feng Yu-hsiang in Shansi CM®) and Honan issue 

circular telegram denouncing Chiang Kai-shek and Nanking Gov- 
vernment.

14—Lahassasu captured by Soviet forces.
15—The North-Eastern Provinces decide not to join the anti-Chiang 

movement. Yen Hsi-shan’s attitude still undecided.
17—Yen Hsi-shan and Feng Yu-hsiang meet at Wutaishan CSgib).
27—Nov. 8—Third Conference of the Institute of Pacific Relations 

held at Kyoto.
31—Agreement signed regarding rendition of British concession at 

Chinkiang

Nov. 5—Yen Hsi-shan appointed Deputy-Commander-in-Chief of the Na
tional Forces.

8—Chang Fa-Kuei’s army enters Kwantung and threatens Canton.
9—Note exchanged between China and Great Britain regarding the 

settlement of the Chinkiang Incident of March 1927.
11—The Commission of financial experts, headed by Prof. E. W. 

Kemmerer presents its report on gradual introduction of a gold 
standard currency system in China.

20—Feng Yu-hsiang’s troops retreat beyond the line of Lunhai Rail
way.

21—Manchouli occupied by Soviet forces.
21—Japanese Government announces the removal of the gold export 

embargo on January 11, 1930.

Oct.

«4.. •
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21—Sino-Soviet negotiations reopened by Tsai Yun-sheng.
23—Chiang Kai-shek orders Ho Chien’s army to reinforce Canton.
24—Soviet forces attack Hailar. ,
27—Soviet forces occupy Hailar.
27—Preliminary Russian terms accepted by Chang Hsueh-liang and ’ 

Khavarovsk decided as the place of further negotiations. *
Dec. 1-3—Negotiations between Tsai Yun-sheng and Simanovsky at Niko-

lisk, resulting in provisional agreement. ;
2—United States, France Great Britain and Italy address memoranda J 

to Soviet and Chinese Governments drawing their attention to the ! 
Pact of Paris. ;

3—Soviet Government replies rejecting outside interference.
3—Mutinies of Shih Yu-san’s troops at Pukow Cffin). !

Nanking threatened.
3-18—Revolt of Tang Sheng-chin
9—Negotiations on Shanghai Provisional Court opened at Nanking.

11—Chang Fa-kwei and Kwansi armies defeated near Canton. ■
12—Wan Ching-wei expelled from Kuomintang.
16—Sino-Soviet negotiations resumed at Khabarovsk. .
16—Negotiations on Shanghai Provisional Court come to a deadlock.

Representative of foreign legations leaves for Shanghai. >
19—Chinese Government objects to the appointment of Mr. Obata as *

Japanese Minister to China. 1

20—Simanovsky and Tsai Yun-sheng sign Protocol providing for res* 
toration of Chinese Eastern Railway to the general condition be
fore the dispute.

28—Chinese mandate issued declaring that as from Jan. 1, 1930, all ? 
foreign nationals in China should abide by Chinese laws. 1

1930

Jan. 6—Mo Teh-hui assumes the office as the President of the >
Chinese Eastern Railway.

11—Gold export embargo in Japan lifted.
13—Arrival of Justice Feetham at Shanghai.
15—Orders by National Government given to the Customs Offices to ;

charge import tariff in terms of gold on and after Feb. 1. -j
18—Confiscated property of Dali Bank, Harbin, returned. 1
22—Yen Hsi-shan assumes the office of Deputy-Commander-in-Chief 1 

of National Forces at Taiyuan Ck®). •
23—Being reappointed Consul-General, Melnikoff arrives Harbin and 

succeeds Simanovsky. -
24—Contract regarding construction of the Hulutao Port ;

signed at Tientsin by Peking-Mukden (Peiping) Railway Admin- 
istration and Netherlands Harbour Works Co. of Amsterdam. ’
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Feb. 1—Collection of Customs duties on imports from abroad on a gold
basis commenced.

4—Dali Bank, Harbin, reopened.
7—Tsai Yun-sheng punished by the State Council as the

person responsible for the Kharvarovsk agreement.
8—Harbin Chamber of Commerce established by the businessmen of 

Great Britain, United States, Germany and France.
10—Yen Hsi-shan requests Chiang Kai-shek’s retirement.
12—Mo Teh-hui appointed Chinese Plenipotentiary Delegate to Sino- 

Soviet negotiations.
12—Chiang Kai-shek issues statement replying Yen’s request.
13—Provisional agreement about the rendition of Weihaiwei (l&ifëîir) 

signed by Wang Cheng-Ting and British Minister.
17—Agreement on reorganization of Shanghai Provisional Court sign

ed at Nanking by the representatives of the Ministers of the in
terested Powers, with the exception of French delegate.

18—Wang Lo-ping leader of left wing Kuomintang assassinat
ed in Shanghai.

26—Last telegram to Yen Hsi-shan from Chiang Kai-shek appealing- 
for peace.

28—Feng Yu-hsiang meets Yen Hsi-shan at Taiyuan.

Mar. 1—Circular telegram of Chang Hsueh-liang issued announcing his 
neutrality.

1-6—Third Plenary Session of Kuomintang.
4—By a circular telegram, Yen’s intention announced to retire and 

to depart immediately together with Feng Yu-hsiang for a trip 
abroad.

4—Silver quotation for London falls to 18% pence.
14—Fen Yu-hsiang arrives at Tungkwan GhaBU) to assume the com

mand of Northwestern Army.
28—Shuntienshihpao the only Japanese-owned Chinese

paper in Peiping, suppressed by the Peiping Kuomintang branch.

Apr. 1—Agreement regarding Shanghai Provisional Court enter into effect.
1—Yen Hsi- shan assumes office as Commander-in-Chief of the Na

tional Forces at Taiyuan and proclaimes war against Nanking.
1—Feng Yu-hsiang and Li Tsung-jen assume office as De-

puty-Commander-in-Chief at Tungkwan and Kweiling (fë#) in 
Kwangsi respectively.

4—Yen Hsi-shan dismissed from all his post in the Kuomintang and 
the National Government.

17—Chinese Workers Union of Chinese Eastern Railway ordered to 
dissolve by Northeastern Political Committee on the ground of its 
radical tendency.

18—Anglo-Chinese Agreement on the rendition of Weihaiwei formally 
signed at Nanking.
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May 1—Mo Teh-hui, the Chinese delegate, leaves Harbin for Moscow.
1—Hostilities between government troops and anti-Chiang allied 

troops opened along the Lunghai Railway line.
6—Sino-Japanese Customs Tariff Treaty formally signed at Nanking.
8—Chiang Kai-shek leaves Pukow for Hsuchow

10—Chiang arrives at Tsinanfu.
16—National Government bans export of Chinese gold and import 

of foreign silver coin.
19—Yen Hsi-shan moves his headquarters from Taiyuan to Shihchia- 

chuang
26—Arrival of German economic mission at Mukden.
26—Fengtieng-piao falls to the rate of 9,900 yuan for 100 silver yuan, 

and late in the afternoon to the rate of 10,000 yuan.
29—Silver quotation falls to 17tb pence.
29—June A2—Mongolian Affairs Conference held under the chairman

ship of Ma Fu-hsiang
30—Riots of Koreans in various places of Chientao.

June 11—Publication of Chiangnanwanpao the only Japanese-
owned Chinese paper in Central China suspended by the pressure 
of the National Government.

16—Yen Hsi-shan takes over the Customs at Tientsin.
17—Neutrality proclaimed by the Political Committee of North

eastern Provinces.
21—National Government orders to close Customs House at Tientsin
21—National Government appoints Chang Hsueh-liang Deputy-Com- 

mander-in-chief of National Forces.
24—Further fall of silver quotation to 15/0 pence per standard ounce.
24—Chang Hsueh-liang declines the appointment from Nanking.
25—Shanhsi (Yen’s) troops capture Tsinan.

July 2—Construction of Hulutao under new project commenced.
3—Shanhsi troops occupy Taian.

13—Conference of “Reorganizationists” and “Hsishan” factions held 
in Peiping.

15—Tsinanfu recaptured by Southern army.
20—Yen Hsi-shan arrives at Tsinanfu.
23—Chiang Kai-shek retreats from Hsuchow to Pangfu C£W).
23—Wang Ching-wei and several Reorganizationist leaders enter Pei

ping.
27—Aug. 6—Occupation of Changsha by Communist Army.

Aug. 3—Communist Army occupies Tayeh G/C1Ô).
5—Changsha recaptured by Government troops.
8—Communists Army occupies Chingchiang Ciwtt), the opposite side 

of Kiukiang Cfctt).
15—Tsinanfu recaptured by National Forces.
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30—Decision reached at Taiyuan for the organization of government 
at Peiping with Yen Hsi-shan as Chairman of the State Council.

Sept. 1—Enlarged Plenary Session in Peiping announces regulations of 16 
articles governing the organization of government.

4—Ma Fu-hsiang appointed chairman of the Commission for Mon
golian and Tibetan Affairs

9—Yen Hsi-shan formally assumes office as the head of the Northern 
Government.

14—Yen Hsi-shan issues telegram from Shihchiachuang addressed to 
the Enlarged Plenary Session of Peiping announcing his decision 
to retire.

J 17—Note for the rendition of the British Concession in Amoy ex-
1 changed at Nanking.
j 18—Chang Hsueh-liang issues circular telegram calling to a halt all
S military operations. Mukden troops at Shanhaikwan begin, to
1 march on Peiping. Yen Hsi-shan’s retirement proclaimed by a
1 circular telegram.

19 & 22—By notes presented by the British Minister, Great Britain 
offers to remit all payments of the Boxer Indemnity as from Dec. 
1, 1922.

t 20—Enlarged Plenary Session moved to Taiyuan.
- 23—Mukden forces enter Peiping and the control of the city passes
1 peacefully to their hands.
I 26—Chang Hsueh-liang decides to accept the position of Deputy-
$ Commander-in-Chief of the National Forces.

27—Nanking Government appoints Wang Shu-chang (3-^H Chair- 
} ' man of the Hopei Provincial Government and Yu Hsueh-chung

■J Garrison Commander of Peiping and Tientsin.

Det. 1—Exchange of ratifications of the agreements on the rendition of
IWeihaiwei effected, and Weihaiwei transfered to Chinese control.

5—Yen Hsi-shan, Fen Yu-hsian and Wang Ching-wei issue telegram

Îto Chang Hsueh-liang urging him to use his influence for the 
early convocation of the National Convention.

6—Clash between Chinese and Japanese policemen at Lungtsingtsun 
(WW) in Chientao 2 Japanese policemen shot.

9—Chang Hsueh-liang formally assumes office as Deputy-Commander
in-Chief of National Forces.

10—Direct train-service between Peiping and Kirin opened.
< 10—National Anniversary Celebration. Chiang Kai-shek returns to

Nanking.
I 1.1—First Sino-Soviet Conference held in Moscow.
J 18—Sino-Soviet Conference reaches a deadlock, conference postponed.
4 20—Communists’ disturbances in Chientao.

Nov. 11—Chang Hsueh-liang and Chiang Kai-shek meet at Nanking.
i 12-18—Fourth Plenary Session of Kuomintang held.
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15—Commission for the Readjustment of Foreign and Domestic 
Loans meets at Nanking.

24—Direct train-service between Nanking and Mukden opened.

Dec. 4—Sino-Soviet Conference reopened.
4—Chang Hsueh-liang leaves Nanking for Mukden.

11—Chang Hsueh-liang and Shanhsi representatives confer in Tientsin 
on the future of Shanhsi troops.

16—Sino-Soviet Conference again reaches a deadlock and is suspended.
16—Mandate issued to abolish Likin and all other taxes on goods in 

transit as well as Coast Trade and Transit Duties on Jan. 1, 1931.
18—Fall of gold price of silver reaches to 14^2 pence per ounce in 

London market.
22—Yen Hsi-shan leaves Tientsin for Dairen.
29—New import tariff promulgated by the National Government.
30—Mo Teh-hui, the Chinese representative at the Sino-Soviet Con

ference in Moscow, returns to Harbin.
31—Sino-Japanese Telegram Conference comes to an agreement.
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\ • .< QF $ x LEGATION OF THE
J /5/X1OS&TED STATES OF AMERICA

®=CT~" Piping, October 29, 1931.

/«No. / $ 76

NOV 2 3 31

The Honorable

■n
O m S:

The Secretary of State,
Washington.

Sir:

In continuation of the Legation’s despatch 
No. 1216 of October 15, 1931, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith four further editorials which 
have appeared in THE LEADER of Peiping between 
October 21st and 27th, all relating to the events

<D CM
<D

M 00
CO

in Manchuria.
Editorials from other papers, as well as

articles and news items, regarding the Manchurian
situation will be found among the press clippings
going forward in to-day’s pouch.

Respectfully yours,

Enclosures:
1: Editorial of October 21,
2: Editorial of October 22,
3: Editorial of October 23,
4: Editorial of October 27,

1931.
1931.
1931.
1931.

800.CVHE/js
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THE LEADER. Wednesday „ October 21, 1931,

THE HORRORS OF ANOTHER WORLD WAR

The savage-minded Japanese troops are still 
occupying Chinese territory and refuse to budge an 
inch, in spite of optimistic reports from the League 
yesterday that Mr. Yoshizawa had given a solemn 
promise that the Japansse Government will limit the 
activities of irs troops in Manchuria. The truth is that 
the Japanese Government has no more control over 
the ferocious militarists any more than Mr. Yoshizawa, 
who is placed in the embarrassing position of trying to 
prove happenings that did not take place. The unex
pected invasion of Manchuria was committed by the 
pigheaded militarists of the Island Empire contrary to 
the persuasions of the Government, who later had to 
defend the actions of their military savages on the plea 
of "self-defense”. In view of lies of the most mis
leading variety given before the League by Japan’s 
silk-gloved oily-tongued representatives, only the 
most simple-minded would readily swallow this talk 
about Japan’s intentions to withdraw immediately 
from the occupied territory—especially since a formal 
note was handed on the 18th to our fellow-Covenanters 
to the effect that Dai Nippon has no intention of fixing 
a date for the withdrawal of her military savages. It 
will be readily recalled that barely were the words 
uttered on September 24th by Mr. Yoshizawa that 
"Japan has withdrawn the greater part of its forces to 
the railway zone”, when Japanese military planes ( 
fire.d on a passenger train running on the Peiping- 
Mukden Railway, killing two and wounding several 
innocent civilian refugees who were bent only on 
getting away from Japanese-occupied territory. On 
the very same day that the venerable Mr. 
Yoshizawa made his statement to the League, a 
Japanese armored train arrived at Hsinmintun, while 
four Japanese armored trains moved to Tahushan, 
according to a report issued by the Japanese them- ! 
selves. Since then, more trains were bombed, more J 
innocent civilians were killed, and to make the job' 
more complete, about 36 bombs were dropped on the 
defenseless city of Chinchow on the plea of "self
defense ” That is the way they withdrew "the greater 
part of their forces to the railway zone”!

The Nipponese not only have not withdrawn from 
any section of the occupied zone, but only a few days 
ago General Minami, the Minister of War, decided to 
take extreme measures along the Peiping-Mukden 
railway as far as Shanhaikuan if necessary, according 
to a Tokyo report issued by a Japanese news agency— 
which means that the Japanese militarists have no 
immediate intention of withdrawing from the territory 
of a neighbor which they forcibly occupied.

The danger of war still looms in the horizon. In 
case another world conflagration breaks out, it would 
be more terrible and more devastating than the last 
Great War because the nations of the world have been 
making greater and greater strides in the field of science 
since the Armistice, and with almost thirteen years to 
do research work the "civilization” of mankind must 
be greatly advanced by the invention and improve
ment of weapons of destruction and the discovery of 
chemicals which can destroy human lives with greater 
ease and effectiveness.
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During the battle of Ypres Germany surprised 
the Allies by using mustard gas, but to the surprise 
of the scientific world France was able to produce a 
similar gas within a short time. Mustard gas during 
the Great European War contained such strong 
chemical qualities that it can even penetrate poorly- 
made gas masks, and it is not surprising if stronger 
death-dealing gases are now being discovered. It is not 
difficult to produce compressed gas bombs which can 
wipe out millions of people off the face of the earth 
when dropped on densely-populated cities since the 
physical and chemical dissipation of poison gas would 
not be able to take place as rapidly in the open 
spaces. The use of poison gas is prohibited by inter
national law, but what respect have the japanese 
militarists for mere “scraps of paper”? The Japanese 
military brigands not only bombed the defenseless city 
of Chinchow and other places in violation of the 
Hague Convention, but bombed passenger trains on 
the Peiping-Mukden railway and used machine-guns 
on unarmed civilian passengers contrary to all laws of 
humanity, invaded and seized important cities and 
towns in Manchuria in violation of thé Kellogg ?act, 
the League Covenant and the Nine-Power Treaty. If 
the Japanese military criminals are capable of bomb
ing defenseless cities and passenger trains at the same 
time as lying statements are/'made by her polished 
diplomats at the League that “Japan has already 
withdrawn her troops to the railway zone”, then she 
is capable of using the most deadly sort of poison gas 
if she decides to defy the world and embark on a war 
of conquest, which is the great ambition of her 
militarists.

* There can'be no doubt that airplanes will play a
decisive part in a future war just as they did during 
the Great War, but in a future war they will be able to 
do more damage. We now witness the spectacle of 
huge commercial planes making transcontinental and 
trans-oceanic flights and we may yet see the day in 
the not too distant future when mammoth warplanes, 
equipped with huge long-range guns instead of mere 
machine-guns and carrying tons of huge bombs instead 
of only a few, will wage war thousands and thousands 
of miles from their base.

! By harnessing the forces of nature man has risen 
to the present stage of comfort and luxury but with 
the aid of science he is also able to destroy himself much 
easier and without much effort. The machinery for 
the prevention of the destruction of the human race 
lies in the effective working of the Kellogg Pâct and 
the League of Nations Covenant, which is now put to 
a severe test by Japan’s insolent refusal at the very 
beginning to allow the League to investigate the 
atrocities committed by her savage-minded soldiers in 
Manchuria, and later by her refusal to sanction the 
participation of the United States in the deliberations 
of that august and cumbersome body generally known 
as having a soft bark and no teeth. Japan was 
faced with the alternative of saying "yes” or 
withdrawing from the’League, and it seems that the 
civilian elements are trying to make the military 
understand that it is better to say “yes” than “no”, 
since it is a fait accompli.

The totally illegal and uncalled-for invasion of 
Manchuria and the recalcitrant attitude of feudàlistic 
Japan stands as a challenge to the effectiveness of the • 
League Covenant and the Anti-War Kellogg Pact as 
instruments, for the maintenance of world peace. We 
can only wait for the tesults. J I
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THE LEAQJ^ ^Thursday, October 22 1931

STRANGE DOINGS IN MANCHURIA

As proof that the Japanese military brigandsl 
have not behaved like civilized beings in their orgy of' 
looting and bloodshed when they forcibly occupied the 
territory of an unoffending neighbor, Reuter carried 
a report from Mukden, which appears to-day in 
another section of The Leader, that not only did the 
Japanese occupv the houses of a number of prominent 
officials in the Three Eastern Provinces but that an 
uncalculable amount of valuables including curios and 
silver and even furniture were taken away by Japanese 
military criminals who invaded Manchuria for the 
alleged purpose of “protecting Japanese vested 
interests.’* By looting and carrying away valuables 
belonging to private individuals, the Japanese military 
thieves have violated the Rules of Land Warfare of 
the Hague Convention which categorically prohibits 
pillage of private homes. But the Japanese Foreign 
Office claims that there is no war because the Chinese 
soldiers consistently followed the policy of non- 
resistance and did not fire back at them in spite of 
extreme provocations. If there is no war, as the 
Japanese claim, then there is all the more reason why 
the army of occupation should respect private pro
perty and the inviolability of private homes. When 
almost two hundred planes in Mukden were seized by 
the invaders, the excuse was that they were taken as! 
a war prize in accordance with section 53 of the 
rules of land warfare of the Hague Convention, al
though at the same time, the Japanese Foreign Office i 
repeated over and over again that there was no war 
and that the invasion of a vast expanse of territory 
was a mere “local incident.” We wonder what excuse 
the Nipponese will give for the wholesale looting of 
private homes and what lies these most artful of all 
rumor-mongers will fabricate in order to cover up 
their criminal looting of private homes. Will they say 
that this organized robbery is justified on the plea of 
“self defense”—just as they pleaded self-defense when 
twelve of their warplanes dropped tons of bombs on 
the defenseless city of Chinchow?

The looting of private homes is not all, for they 
are now, according to information from reliable 
sources, stealing machinery and ammunition from the 
Mukden Arsenal—machinery and supplies which were 
bought and paid for by the Chinese authorities with 
Chinese money. It is a well-known fact that the 
brigands from the Land of the Rising Sun have been 
removing ammunition from the Arsenal since their 
illegal occupation of Mukden, and now, to facilitate 
their outrageous thievery of huge machines and sup
plies, they have built tracks running from the Jap
anese-owned South Manchuria Railway direct to the 
Arsenal, while a portion of the track leading from the 
Arsenal to the Peiping-Mukden Railway has been torn 
up. Thus, countless millions of dollars worth of 
machinery, ammunition and arms are being gradually 
stolen with the connivance of the Japanese Govern
ment. We wonder how long outrages of this sort will 
be tolerated by the world.

Contrary to all agreements, voracious Japan 
closed a number of banks such as the Bank of China, 
the Bank of Communications, the Bank of the Three
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Eastern Provinces and the Frontier Bank when they 
occupied the city of Mukden by force of arms, thus 
creating an economic crisis. Some of these Chinese 
banks and the foreign banks have reopened. But now, 
Japan’s hand is laid bare by regulations regarding the 
opening of the Frontier Éank and the Bank of the 
Three Eastern Provinces issued by,the Japanese Army 
of occupation to the effect that these banks must be 
supervised by a military officer, that special investiga
tors are to be appointed by the Japanese army from' 
time to time, that the business of the bank may be 
suspended at any time by the High Command, that 
the employment cf all bank clerks and officials must 
be approved by the Army of feudalistic Japan, and no 
business considered to be injurious to this overbearing 
Army will be sanctioned. What is the meaning of this 
financial strangulation of Manchuria? In the past, 
the Japanese have always been circulating Japanese 
money on the market in the leased territory and I 
accept no Chinese money. By placing all kinds of 
restriction on Chinese banks, the unscrupulous Japan
ese imperialists hope to paralyze Chinese business in 
the occupied region so that Japanese banks and 
Japanese business may flourish. The fact must not 
be overlooked that similar restrictions are placed on 
Korean banks by the inhumane oppressors of the, 
Korean people, and the application of this system to 
the Chinese-owned banks in South Manchuria is a 
sufficient indication of Japanese plans to turn this 
rich fertile piece of Chinese territory into a second 
Korea.

In the meantime, the Japanese-inspired “auto
nomy” movement is still going on in Manchuria. 
General Chang Hai-peng who seems to have swallowed 
the Japanese bait, hook and all, is still making 
frantic attempts to attack Tsitsihar, the capital of 
Heilungkiang, with the ultimate object of setting up 
a puppet government there. Reports are widely 
circulated that an “autonomous” government has 
been set up at Tiehling, and that General Kan Chou- 
shan has been inspired by the Nipponese to form a 
new province to be called the “Central Manchurian 
Province” with Ssupingkai as the capital. Intrigues 
are still going on, and it is even said that Henry Pu 
Yi, the former Manchu boy-Emperor, has accepted 
the Japanese invitation to help in the so-called 
“independence” movement but it has been denied by 
the Japanese.

In the meantime, Japan steadfastly refuses to 
fix a date for the withdrawal of her savage troops, 
although her winged-collar prevaricators at 
Geneva told the world on September 24 th that 
"Japan has withdrawn the greater part of its 
forces to the railway zone.” While Japan’s diplomats 
are uttering fine words and soft phrases, her army of 
occupation is plundering and looting private as well 
as government property. We wonder whether the 
League will take action to stop the organized 
robbery under official auspices which is going on in 

’Manchuria.
E.B.-8.L.
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THE LEADER. Friday, October 23, * rogx.

FIVE POINTS AND THE TWENTY-ONE DEMANDS

1

While rapacious Japan steadfastly refuses to fix a 
date for the withdrawal of her troops from occupied 
Chinese territory, a surprising report emanated from 
Tokyo to the effect that Japan insists upon the re
cognition by China of the following five demands 
before the withdrawal of her troops.

(1) A mutual pledge of non-aggression and a guarantee 
of territorial integrity;

(2) The anti-Japanese agitation and the boycott to be 
called off permanently;

(3) Assurances for the safety of Japanese lives and 
property;

(4) Payment for railways built with Japanese money 
and recognition of existing agreements for railway 
construction in Manchuria;

(5) “China shall recognize all obligations on 
treaties with Japan including the so-called Twenty-One 
Demands, and pledge before the League of Nations that 
she will act upon the letter and spirit of these treaties.”
It must be noted that while Reuter reports 

the fifth demand as a "recognition of existing 
treaty rights, including the question of Japanese 
land leases in Manchuria/’ Nippon Dempo specifically 
mentions the odious Twenty-One Demands which was 
presented to China at the point of the bayonet on 
January i8, 1915, when the Powers were busily 
engaged in a death struggle among themselves. Lack 
of space prevents us from commenting to any extent* 
on the obnoxious clauses of the Twenty-One Demands 
which were aimed at bringing China under the 
political, financial and military tutelage of Japan. 
Group Five of these Demands, which were postponed 
for future negotiation, were presented in the following 
form to Yuan Shih-kai with the most threatening 
backing of Japanese machine-guns and dreadnoughts:

"Article 1—The Chinese Central Government shall 
employ influential Japanese as advisers in political, 
financial and military affairs.

"Article 2—Japanese hospitals, churches and 
schools in the interior of China shall be granted the 
right of owning land. I

"Articles—Inasmuch as the Japanese Govern
ment and the Chinese Government have had many j 
cases of dispute between Japanese and Chinese police 
to settle, cases which cause no little misunderstanding, 
it is for this reason necessary that the police depart
ments of important places (in China) shall be jointly 
administered by Japanese and Chinese or that the 
police departments of these places shall employ 
numerous Japanese, so that they may at the same 
time help to plan for the improvement of the Chinese 
Police Service.

"Article 4—China shall purchase from Japan a 
fixed amount of munitions of war (say 50 per cent or 
more of what is needed by the Chinese Government) 
or that there shall be established in China a Sino- 
Japanese jointly-worked arsenal. Japanese technical 
experts are to be employed and Japanese material to 
be purchased.

"Article 5—China agrees to grant to Japan the 
right of constructing a railway connecting Wuchang 
with Kiukiang and Nanchang, another line between 
Nanchang and Hangchow, and another line between 
Nanchang and Chaochow.

"Article 6—If China needs foreign capital to work 
mines, build railways and construct harbour works 
(including dockyards) in the Province of Fukien, 
Japan shall be first consulted.
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“Article 7—China agrees that Japanese subjects 
shall have the right of missionary propaganda in 
China.”

Although Group Five, as above quoted, was re
ferred to a later date for negotiation, the Chinese 
negotiators were coerced by Japanese threats of 
forcible occupation of the country to sign away 
China’s rights by agreeing to Groups One, Two, 
Three and Four, the more important items of 
which are the following:

r. The extraction from China of a promise to 
allow Japan to hold all the rights and priviliges held 
by Germany as well as certain rights not enjoyed by 
Germany. The matter was, of course, adjusted amic
ably at the Washington Conference.

2. The extension of the lease of Port Arthur and 
Dairen and the South Manchurian Railway and the 
Antung-Mukden Railway for a period of ninety-nine 
years.

3. The right of Japanese subjects to lease or own 
land in South Manchuria and Eastern Inner Mongolia.

4. The freedom of Japanese subjects to reside, 
travel, do business and open manufacturing plants 
in South Manchuria and Inner Eastern Mongolia.

5. The consent of Japan to be obtained before . 
permission may be granted to nationals of a third 
Power to build a railway or make a loan for the pur- | 
pose of bûilding a railway in South Manchuria and : 
Eastern Inner Mongolia. ■

6. Consultation with Japan first before the era- j 
ployment of political, financial or military advisers in | 
South Manchuria or Eastern Inner Mongolia.

7. Revision of the Kirin-Changchun Railway 
Loan Agreement. “When in future more advant
ageous terms than those in existing railway loan agree
ments are granted to foreign financiers in connexion 
with railway loans, the above agreement shall again 
be revised in accordance with Japan’s wishes.”

8. Joint Control of the Hanyehping Iron Com
pany. In a note dated May 25. 1915, Lou Tseng-hsiang 
declared that "if in future the Hanyehping Company and 
the Japanese capitalists agree upon cooperation, the 
Chinese Government, in view of the intimate relations 
subsisting between the Japanese capitalists and the 
said Company, will forwith give its permission. 
The Chinese Government further agrees not to con
fiscate the said company, without the consent of the 
Japanese capitalists to convert it into a state enter
prise, nor cause it to borrow and use foreign capital 
other than Japanese.”

9. The right of Japanese to work mines in South 
Manchuria.

10. Agreement by the Chinese Government not to 
give their consent to any foreign nations to construct 
a dockyard, coaling station, naval base or any military 
establishment along the coast of the province of Fukien 
or to borrow capital for that purpose.

The fact must be noted that the United States 
despatched identic notes to Japan and China on May 
11, 1915 informing both countries that the American 
Government "cannot recognize any agreement or 
undertaking which has been entered into between the 
Governments of China and Japan impairing the treaty 
rights of the United States and its citizens in China, 
the political or territorial integrity of the Republic of 
China, or the international policy relating to China 
commonly known as the open door policy.’

(To Be Continued)
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THE LEADER, Saturday. pctobet 24 1931»

FIVEPOINTS AND THE TWENTY-ONE DEMANDS

{Continued from Yesterday)
If Japan had really presented at Geneva the five 

points which were carried iti messages from Tokyo, it 
stands to. reason that no sane Chinese delegate would I 
accept all the points in the form given out in those ] 
reports.

The first point that "Japan and China mutually 
pledge a non-aggression guarantee of each other’s] 
territorial integrity”, is perfectly absurd. While Japan 
has violated China’s integrity and while China has 
made no resistance whatsoever to such aggressions, 
Japan wants China to pledge non-aggression. While 
her troops are still occupying Chinese territory and 
while she refuses to fix a date for their withdrawal 
imperialistic Japan talks about "territorial integrity” 
and wants China to respect "each other’s territorial 
integrity.” The only interpretation of this unreason
able demand is that Japan wants a guarantee from 
China that she will not take steps to force the withdrawal 
of Japanese troops from Manchuria, and it looks as if 
the Vulture of the Land of the Rising Sun is planning 
to claim territorial permanency in Manchuria, 
especially in view of reports that more machine-guns 
and ammunition are being sent to Japanese-occupied i 
territory. 1

The second point that "all forms of anti-Japanism, • 
including the boycott, be called off permanently,” is 
impossible to consider. The boycott is being carried 
out voluntarily by the people as a protest against the । 
atrocities committed by the Japanese military tigers 
in Manchuria and the Government cannot control 
what is the free will of the people. The only way to 
stop the boycott against Japanese goods is for Japan to 
withdraw, her troops IMMEDIATELY from Chinese 
territory, give reparation for damage to Chinese 
property, return all the planes and machinery and 
supplies which are being moved out of the Mukden 
Arsenal, cease all intrigues to turn the Three 
Eastern Provinces into a second Korea, stop building 
railways in south Manchuria which infringe upon 
Chinese sovereignty, stop interfering with Chinese 
railways in the Three Eastern Provinces, and in 
general, respect the integrity of China which Japan 
has pledged again and again in numerous treaties and 
agreements. That is the ONLY way to stop the boycott 
against Japanese goods! No amount of bomb diplomacy 
and intimidation will stop the anti-Japanese boycott.

The third point regarding "assurances for the 
safety of Japanese lives and property” is entirely 
superfluous. When the nervous tension of the Chinese 
people were brought to the highest pitch, when the 
anger of the Chinese people almost reached the point, 
of explosion over the illegal invasion of Manchuria 
and the bombing of passenger trains and the defense
less city of Chinchow as well as a number of important 
cities and towns, when another country would have 
taken violent measures, the Chinese people remained 
passive and there:Were no reports from Japanese or 
other sources that a single Japanese national has been 
killed in territory under the control of the Chinese: 
Government. That is the answer to the third point.

The fourth point regarding "payment for rail
ways built with Japanese money and recognition of 
the existing agreements on railway construction in >
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Manchuria” shows that Japan is endeavoring tot 
control all the railways in Manchuria south of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway at one stroke of the pen, 
which has been the dream of Japanese imperialists for 
years.

The fifth point on the recognition by China “of 
all obligations on treaties with Japan including the so- 
called Twenty-One Demands, and pledge before the 
League of nations that she will act upon the spirit and 
letter of these treaties” shows that Japan is seeking 
every opportunity to bring about the political, 
financial and military strangulation of China. The 
odious Twenty-One Demands were forced upon an 
unwilling Chinese Government with Japanese bayonets 
and warships, and now, the artful Japanese reason 
that they would be in a better position if the League 
helps them to enforce the Twenty-One Demands upon 
China in accordance with the last clause. Bat they 
are doomed to disappointment.

For the League has just passed the following 
resolutions:

1. That Japanese troops should withdraw into the 
railway zone as rapidly as possible before November 16.

2. That both governments (China and Japan) should 
refrain from measures that may aggravate the situation.

3. That Japan observe the Covenant of the League 
and the Nine-Power Treaty to respect tho sovereignty, 
Independence and administrative integrity at China.

4. That tho Ohlnose Government make arrange- 
ment» to take oyer JhetoMtery te I» eyawatod. _

5. That the Chinese and Japanese Governments 
immediately appoint representatives to arrange details 
for the evacuation.

6. That the two countries should establish a con
ciliation committee or some permanent machinery.

7, That the Council will adjourn until November 16 
and authorises the president to convoke a meeting 
any time in case of necessity.
It seems upon an examination of the points raised 

in the League resolution, that the five points attri
buted to Mr. Briand bjT the Tokyo report was merely 
a preconceived expectation on the part of Japanese 
imperialists of what they fondly hoped would be 
imposed upon China, but the report from the League 
shows that the delegates ot the Powers are fully aware 
of Japan's skill in spreading rumors and falsehoods 
and have reached these decisions only after careful 
deliberation.

In view of the insistence of the League that Japan 
should withdraw her troops before November 16 
from territory which they occupied without reason 
or justice, it is yet to* be seen whether the Vulture 
of the Land of the Rising Sun will abide by world 
opinion or defy the League and the signatories of 
the Kellogg Pact.

W&L
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THE LEADER, Tues.lav. . October 27, ! ravi
JAPANESE LIBEL BRIANS AND THE LEAGUE 

------------------ - ,
The reports received by The Leader through the 

Japanese news agency Nippon Dempo are used by us 
with the greatest care and circumspection. When a 
report was received October 21 about Japan’s “five 
fundamental points,” including the notorious Twenty- 
One Demands, we printed the report, but simply 
quoted indirectly from the first paragraph of same, 
omitting the statement that this formula had been; 
reached between Briand and Yoshizawa, and further
more that Briand had told the Japanese delegate that 
the formula "would certainly be accepted by China.” 
We considered it almost impossible that this could be 
true.

Reports from ..reliable agencies now have since 
confirmed our judgment, making it clear that Briand’s , 
proposal, concurred in by every nation except Japan, 
was and is that Japan evacuate the occupied territory 
immediately, and complete the process within three 
weeks, regardless of any equivocation about “treaty 
rights,” etc. We are now printing, for the benefit of 
our readers, the full Nippon Dempo report referred 
to, to show now circumspect it is necessary for us to' 
be in the handling of news, and what indefatigable 
and conscienceless liars the Japanese propagandists 
are, stooping even to misrepresenting absolutely the 
position of the president of the League of which Japan 
is a member.

A further report, without specific mention of the 
Twenty-One Demands but otherwise similar to the 
Nippon Dempo canard, was received from Reuter in \ 
Tokyo. We understand that Reuter, which has (here) 
been very fair in its reports on the situation, is still 
represented in Japan by Kokusai, a Japanese news 
association reported to have official connections there.

Nippon Dempo
PEIPING, October 21.—In connection with the 

report that there are five fundamental points which 
Japan insists China should recognize before the 
Japanese troops withdraw to the railway zone, the Pei
ping Office of Nippon Dempo has received a Tokyo 
telegram to the effect that these points form the 
backbone of a tentative formula reached between M. 
Aristide Briand and ambassador Yoshizawa at the tete- 
a-tete conference on Monday last. M. Briand, it is 
reported, told Mr. Yoshizawa that this formula would 
certainly be accepted by China, and Mr. Yoshizawa 
wired it to Tokyo for approval.

The Twenty-One Demands
1) All forms of anti-Japanfcm and anti-Japanese 

education shall be called off permanently; 2) Japanese 
lives and property in China shall be perfectly protected;
3) The right of Japanese of residence and carrying 
out businesses in China shall be recognized and 
assured; 4) Japan and China shall respect and 
guarantee each other’s territorial integrity; and 5) 
China shall recognize all obligations on treaties with 
Japan including the socalled Twenty-one demands, and 
pledge before the League of Nations that she will act 
upon the letters and spirit of these treaties.
Shidehara O.K.’s It

On receipt of Mr. Yoshizawa’s message, Baron 
Shidehara, the Foreign Minister on conference with the 
Government authorities, is said to have replied to him 
that the formula is appreciated, and that the Tokyo 
Government is ready to open negotiations with China 
relative to the withdrawal of the Japanese army. 
Mr. Yoshizawa has been instructed to report to M. 
Briand to the above effect.
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The Tokyo message further states'that M. Briand 
is expected to open negotiations with Dr. Alfred Sze, 
the Chinese delegate, on the basis of the formula. The 
result of the negotiations is being awaited with 
impatient interest.—Nippon Dempo.
The Fifth Point
Reuter .

TOKYO, October 20.—It is understood that M. 
Briand has expressed the belief that he will be able 
to persuade China to accept four of Japan’s five 
fundamental points without much difficulty, but he is 
said to have advised Japan to forego the clause insisting j
upon Chinese recognition of Japan’s railway rights i
in Manchuria as a preliminary to negotiations.

The five points are stated to be: (1) A mutual 
pledge of non-aggression and a guarantee of territorial 
integrity. (2) The anti-Japanese agitation and the 
boycott to be called off permanently. (3) Assurances 
for the safety of Japanese lives and property. (4) 
Payment for railways built with Japanese money and 
recognition of existing agreements for railway con
struction in Manchuria. (5) Recognition of existing 
treaty rights including land leases in Manchuria.
Not only has the position of President Briand and 

the League now been made fully clear, to the effect 
that Japan must get out of the illegally occupied ter
ritory at once, but it has been made dear furthermore 
that Briand would not even consider an equivocal 
proposal such as that from the Japanese, he stating 
definitely (see Reuter’s Geneva telegram of October 24 
in the news columns today) that “it was impossible to 
accept inclusion in the resolution of words with regard 
to which nothing was known.”

If the agencies sending out the utterly 
false and mendacious reports quoted above have any 
explanation to make of same we shall be 
glad to learn of it. Unless some other explana
tion is made, we shall be obliged, provisionally, 
to assume that the object of these false reports was to 
arouse indignation and anger in China against the 
League and its members, and that it was hoped that 
in the present tense state of popular feeling such anger 
might result in violent outbreaks against friendly 
foreign nationals in the country, seriously compro
mising China’s position. We are glad to say that if 
this was the object it failed utterly, owing to the 
circumspection and distrust with which these Japanese 
reports are deservedly treated.

The Leader
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The Honorable
The Secretary of

Washington*

Sir:

October 26. 1931

State

F/D
EW 

793.94/2849

I have the honor to transmit herewith a
1/ memorandum dated October 6, 1931, of a conversa- 

t tion between Lieutenant Willard G. Wyman, of)/the 
Military Attache's office, and Mr* Sam D^an, an § 

American missionary who recently returned from w 
Kirin. §

In addition to reporting on events in Kirin 
and elsewhere, many of which Mr. Dean witnessed 
himself, the memorandum contains the following 
two interesting statements vhich confirm views 
expressed by other observers and which are shared a 
by the Legation:

/ I "Mr. Dean said that there was an undefinable
I I feeling continually present that the Japanese wereI J considerably worried over the fact that no inci- 

t I * dent arose which gave them an excuse to actually 
’ f/ fight......

I « "Mr.
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"Mr. Dean felt that it was interesting to 
note that in all his dealings with the Chinese 
after the occupation it seemed evident to him 
that the Chinese public laid the entire blame 
for the affair on the shoulders of Manchurian 
officialdom.*

Respectfully y airs,

Enclosure:

1: Copy of memorandum 
of conversation 
dated June 6, 1931.

800.

CVHB/js
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Despatch No— '£>

GOPT

Peiping, 
October 6, 1931.

Memorandum to The Military Attache:-

The following is a resume of a conversation between 

Lieutenant Wyman and Mr» Sam Dean, a missionary who recent

ly returned from Kirin.

On the 19th of September there was no activity at 

Kirin that would indicate that news had been received rela

tive to the Japanese Occupation. Mr. Dean walked to the 

top of Lung Tan Shan on that date and could look down into 

the Chinese barracks where there seemed to be no exception

al activity. The streets of Kirin seemed to be as usual.

On the morning of the 20th the Japanese civilians, 

residents of Kirin, appeared on the streets with arms. 

They wore their usual clothes and did not appear to be 

particularly well organized but merely wandered about the 

streets in small groups. |Tbey were armed very miscellan

eously with pistols, shot guns, sporting rifles and clubs. 

Mr. Dean said that he did not see anything that looked like 

a military rifle. A Chinese pointed out a local Japanese 

barber who was standing in front of his shop with a pistol 
(Mr. Dean) 

strapped about his middle and told him that inside the 

shop was a Japanese machine gun. This was not verified.

Orders from "somewhere" were received that all the 

demands of the Japanese should be complied with. A strong 

Chinese police guard was thrown about the Japanese Consulate.
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The 5,000 Chinese troops stationed In Kirin retired from 

the town and took up a very strong position on Lung Tan 

Shan. These troops were very boastful about what they 

would do to the Japanese. They would die before they would 

give up their arms eto.

A Japanese plane flew over the city dropping pamphlets. 

Mr. Dean could not read Chinese but one was interpreted to 

him roughly about as follows: the Japanese had suffered 

much at the hands of Manchurian officialdom, the blowing 

up of their railroad was the last incident of the kind that 

could occur, they were now coming into the Three Eastern 

provinces to paoify the country. Chinese civilians had noth

ing to fear at the hands of Japanese troops. However anyone 

bearing arms against Japan would be severely dealt with. 

Anyone possessing arms should give them up immediately. 

Mr. Dean felt that this translation was too doubtful to be 

quoted.

In the evening, returning to his residence from the out

skirts of town, his flashlight was seen by a Chinese watch

man (police) of a nearby factory. The watchman came running 

out to him giving every evidence of the utmost fear which sub 

sided somewhat when it was found that the owner of the flash

light was an American rather than a Japanese. The watchman 

told him that Japanese troops had arrived, that anyone on 

the streets was in great danger and that he must not continue 

into town. Mr. Dean disregarded the man’s advice and con

tinued on his way. As he came to the railroad tracks he saw 

a group of four or five Japanese soldiers standing carelessly
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beneath a very brilliant arc light. They paid, no attention 

to him tho* he walked close to them. He felt that their care 

lessness either indicated that the situation at Kirin was 
not at all serious or that their training and discipline 

was very poor. This was the only indication of Japanese 

troops that were seen by him the night of the 20th. However, 
at his residence at about 10 o'clock, a great deal of noise 

was heard by him from the direction of the railroad station. 
The next day he discovered that this was the main body of 

Japanese troops coming to town.
On the 21st the cars that had brought the troops to Kirin 

were counted. There were forty of them and it was estimated 

that probably about 2,000 troops had arrived. On arrival the 

Japanese disarmed all the Chinese police without resistance 

and all military munitions were seized.

The troops at Lung Tan Shan were ordered by the Japanese 

to come in to town and give up their aims. All but 1800 of 
the so called Fen Tuan complied. The troops that gave up 

their arms were very craven about it. They were very much 

frightened, many of them making the farmers of the country
side give them their clothes so that they could come into 

town in civilian garb. The Feng Tuan moved off away from the 

town and were pursued by airplanes and a considerable body 
of cavalry mounted on large Japanese horses/ The pursuit 

was without success other than that it separated the Chinese 

force into two retreating bodies. The Japanese in Kirin 

resorted to threats stating that if this force did not come 

in and lay down their arms the oity would be bombarded.
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Mr. Dean saw what appeared to him. to be about 40 field 

pieces emplaced about the Japanese Consulate which were 

to carry out the threat. The Feng Tuan did not come in 

and the city was not bombarded.

For the next several days the Japanese resorted to 

demonstrations in the streets of the city which consist

ed of the practice of combat problems by small units in 

full field equipment. These problems were conducted in 

a most theatrically ferocious manner. The Chinese were 

driven from the streets while they were in progress but 

offered no resistance. The local populace were all smiles 

in the presence of Japanese troops but the minute they 

passed the smiles gave place to sullen looks and curses.

On the occupation of the city all the Korean prisoners 

in the municipal jail were released. The Koreans about 

the countryside were collected and taken into the Japanese 

Consulate. Mr. Dean said that he was unable to fathom the 

true meaning of this because the Koreans acted as tho* they 

were in fear of their lives. The Japanese troops threatened 

them and clubbed them for no apparent reason, and treated 

all Koreans very roughly.

Mr. Dean said that there was an undefinable feeling con

tinually present that the Japanese were considerably worried 

over the fact that no incident arose which gave them an ex

cuse to actually fight.

The money with which Mr. Dean was operating was deposit

ed in the Bank of China which had been dosed. He went to 

the Japanese Consulate to see if there was any way of secur 
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ing funds from, the bank to pay his workmen. The Consul 

politely told him that that would be impossible but that 

if through his Shanghai headquarters he would deal through 

the Bank of Chosen the funds could be easily taken care of. 

In fact he advised him to always use the Bank of Chosen 

because it would prove to be the most dependable.

An interesting side light relative to the comparative 

cost in the use of the Chinese railways as opposed to the 

use of the South Manchuria railways came up when Mr. Dean 

said that he had been making several carload shipments of 

goods from Peiping to Kirin. If the South Manchuria rail

way were to be used two transhipments of goods would be 

necessitated, a caretaker would have to accompany the goods 

and the cost of the shipment would be about $350.00. If 

shipped over Chinese lines the caretaker would be eliminated, 

the shipment would be direct and the cost $153.00.

On the 23rd Mr. Dean started for Peiping. Trains from 

Kirin were crowded with refugees bound for Harbin. Stations 

on the Kirin - Changchun railway were guarded by Japanese 

troop units, bridges, by Japanese sentries stationed at both 

ends. There was practically no travel on the road from 

Changchun south to Mukden. Only the customary train guards 

were being used. He saw no evidences of fighting in the 

vicinity of Changchun.

On the 24th he was surprised to see so many refugees 

crowding the station of the South Manchuria railway at Mukden 

endeavoring to secure passage to Dairen.

At the Mukden station of the Mukden-Peiping line tremen

dous crowds of refugees were gathered. Inside were only two 

Japanese sentries who worked together holding individuals up 

at the point of a pistol and requiring them to give up their 

money. Mr. Dean was told that this was being done to dis-



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11Ô52, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972

0. cflu4X«/s<>vv NARS, Date

courage people from leaving Mukden. From time to time he 

noticed a little Russian boy pointing people out to the 

sentries. As this was done much excitement ensued. The 

sentry blew a whistle and a group of Japanese soldiers 
would come rushing into the station, surround the individual 

who had been pointed out and take him away.
Going south from Mukden, Mr. Dean did not remember where 

he last saw Japanese soldiers but he remembered the impress

ion that Chinese troops were in possession of the road very 
shortly after the last of Japanese had been seen. He noticed 

several troop trains on sidings north of Kowpangtze. The 

soldiers belonging to these trains were very interested in 
asking about news from Mukden. MT. Dean was interested to note 

that all troop trains had engines coupled on them with steam 

up and headed south.
North of Kowpangtze there had been a battle between 

Chinese troops and bandits. He saw working parties burying 

the dead as he passed by on the train. He said that it 

was in about this place that at a wayside station he saw the 

body of the Chinese passenger that had been killed by a 
Japanese airplane. Having seen the battleground idiere the 
bandits had been fighting with Chinese troops he felt that 

the Japanese excuse for that incident was quite a plausible 

one.
Mr. Dean felt that it was interesting to note that in 

all his dealings with the Chinese after the occupation it 
seemed evident to him that the Chinese public laid the entire 

blame for the affair on the shoulders of Manchurian official

dom.

Willard G. Wyman, 
- ibx 1st Lieut., Car., D.O.L.
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The Honorable

The Secretary at State

Washington,

1

Sir:

F/D
EW 

793*94/2850

With reference to the Legation’s

697 of October 4, 8 a.m., and No. 707

telegrams No.

of October 5

6 p.m., I have the honor to transmit herewith two

memoranda, both dated October 5, 1931, of a conver

sation Mr. Johnson had with Sir Miles Lampson, and

regarding a meeting of various chiefs of mission at

the British Legation in connection with the

from the Chinese Government requesting that

ers be sent to Manchuria for the purpose of

the withdrawal of Japanese forces

note

obser-

wat ching

In this connection, and referring to the Lega-

ticn’s telegram No. 721 of October 7, 4 p.m., I also

transmit herewith memoranda of conversations with

the British Minister and the French Minister on Oc

tober 7th, in which both expressed the opinion that

g

in
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in view of the general international situation 

arising from the appeal of the Nanking Government 

to the League of Nations and to the United States, 

they felt that they should probably likewise pro

ceed to Nanking. Both Ministers have since then 

left for Nanking, on October 14th.

Respectfully yours,

Enclosures:

1. Memorandum of conversation with 
British Minister, October 5th.

2. Memorandum of meeting at British 
Legation, October Sth.

3. Memorandum of conversation with 
British Minister, October 7th.

4. Memorandum of conversation with 
French Minister, October 7th.

800.

CVHE.EA
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Conversation. Peiping, October 5, 1931

Sir Miles Lampson, British Minister

Subject: Note from Chinese Foreign Office regarding 
Conditions in Manchuria

Sir Miles Lampson called this morning and in the course 

of conversation told me that he had received, somewhat 

later than the rest, a note from the Chinese Foreign Office 

requesting him, as the representative of a government which 

is a member of the Council of the League of Nations, to 

send representatives to Manchuria for the purpose of observ

ing the situation. The note stated that Japan had given 

an undertaking to the League to withdraw her troops to 

their original positions in the zone of the South Manchuria 

Railway by the 14th October; that it was the desire of the 

Chinese Government that the British Minister have repre

sentatives there to observe the process of withdrawal in 

order that his Government might place this information 

before the Council of the League of Nations.

I read to Sir Miles the telegram which I had received 

from the Foreign Office and we found that the texts of 

his message and my message agreed except that mine was ad

dressed to me as representative of a government signatory 

to the Kellogg Pact for the Renunciation of War and requested 

me to send observers for the purpose of reporting develop

ments to the United States and to the public. I told Sir 

Miles that we had despatched two observers to Manchuria,

one
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one a secretary from the Embassy at Tokyo, Mr, Salisbury, 

and one our Consul General at Harbin, Mr. Hanson, and 

that these two gentlemen were now in Changchun beginning 

their observations. I said that they had been sent by 

the Department of State with the knowledge of the Japan

ese Government and that I had informed the Chinese Govern 

ment of their going, making it clear that the decision 

to send these men into Manchuria had been taken prior to 

the receipt of the Chinese note and that they had not 

been sent in response to the Chinese request.

We both agreed that there was some difficulty in 

complying with the Chinese request as it looked a little 

as though the Chinese were trying to put into effect a 

proposal which had been discarded by the League because 

of the disapproval of the Japanese.

We are to meet with other representatives of the 

powers representing the members of the Council of the 

League of Nations at the British Legation this after

noon at 4:15 to discuss this matter.

Nelson Trusler Johnson 
American Minister

NTJ/hp
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Peiping, October 5, 1931 
Memoranda of Meeting at British Legation 

Subject: Appeal of Chinese Government to Powers 
to send Observers to Manchuria

There was a meeting at the British Legation this after

noon which was presided over by the Spanish Minister and 

was attended by the Italian Chargé, the German Minister, 

Mr. Trautmann, the French Minister, Mr. Wilden, the Bri
tish Minister, Sir Mlles lampson, and myself. Th© former 

met as representatives of governments who are members of 
the Council of the League of Nations to whom the Chinese 

Foreign Office had addressed an appeal for observers to be 

sent into Manchuria for the purpose of watching the with

drawal of Japanese forces. I was present at the request 

of the Spanish Minister as representing the government 

interested in the Kellogg Pact for the Renunciation of War 

and as one of the governments addressed by the Chinese.

The Spanish Minister, explaining the reason for the 
meeting, stated that at the request of his Minister for 

Foreign Affairs the Spanish Consul General at Shanghai had 

been sent to Manchuria but he had not gone in response to 

the Chinese request.

The British Minister stated that his reaction was to 

acknowledge receipt of the Chinese note and state that he 

was receiving information from British consular officers 

in Manchuria which he was forwarding to his Government. 

The British Minister stated that the receipt of this mes-

s&SS.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By JT) 0. ____NARS, Date /.L/J-yy

- 2 -

sage from the Chinese rather complicated, matters. His 

own Military Attaché had now returned, and with this request 

in his hands he could not very well send him back without 

giving the appearance of partisanship In a matter about which 

he thought we should be very careful. There was sane ques

tion in his mind as to whether the Chinese Government might 

not by this means he attempting to put Into effect a pro

posal which had been abandoned by the League when opposed 

by the Japanese.

The french Minister stated that he had also received 

a telegraphic appeal from the Chinese Government. Prior 

to its receipt, however, he had received from his Government 

an Instruction to the effect that he was tc keep Paris in

formed concerning (1) evacuation of Japanese troopsj (2) 

freeing of prisoners; (3) releasing of public buildings. 

He said this instruction had been sent by Paris in view of 

the League’s action and was Intended to enable the French 

Government to keep the Council of the League Informed. He 

said that this instruction was iaimediately followed, however, 

by a second instruction to the effect that in view of Japan

ese disapproval of the League proposal the instruction call

ing for this information would have to be caaplled with 

with the greatest care and discretion on his part.

I informed my colleagues in confidence of the despatch 

of Messrs. Salisbury and Hanson, Secretary of our Embassy 

at Tokyo and Consul General at Harbin, respectively, by the

Department
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Department of State to South Manchuria for purposes of 

observation. I stated that these gontlaæn had already- 

arrived at Changchun; that they had been despatched with 

the knowledge of the Japanese and that I had informed the 

Chinese Government of their going, making it clear that they 

had not gone in response to its appeal.

We all agreed that nothing could be done in response to 

the Chinene request without instructions from our several 

governments. I explained that I had telegraphed the Chinese 

appeal in toto to my Government.

î’elson Truster Johnson 
American Minister

NTJ/hp
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Conversation. Peiping, Oct. 7, 1931
Sir Miles Lampson.., British Minister
Subject; Sino-Japanese Halations

Departure for Nanking

I called upon the British Minister this afternoon by 
arrangement and told him that I had received instructions 
from my Government to make reply to the appeal of the 
Chinese Government requesting that we send observers to 
Manchuria. 1 gave to him the substance of this reply. 

1 then told him that I had received instructions from 
Washington to the effect that Washington desired that I 
be in Nanking for the next two or three weeks for the 
purpose of facilitating communication and that I had been 
asked to proceed at my earliest convenience to Nanking 
unless I knew reasons to the contrary. I told the British 
Minister that I was unable to think of any convincing 
reasons why I should not go to Nanking; that on the con
trary 1 felt that the situation was very serious and that 
if it was possible to accomplish anything toward modera
ting the situation at Nanking by being there, my presence 
there was necessary. I said that I intended to inform 
the Department that I would leave Peiping on Monday for 

Nanking.
The British Minister stated that this required that 

he think very seriously about his own duties in the matter, 
ge
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Ha fait that perhaps he also should go down to Nanking 

if I went as there was benefit in our being together to 

cooperate in any efforts tliat might be made at that place. 

'Se both agreed that the present situation was fraught with 

dangerous possibilities and that it was desirable that our 

governments do whatever sight be possible to prevent the 

situation getting worse.

Bir Milos then read to me a telegram which he had 

received from his Government in reply to three that he had 

sent in regard to the request of the Chinese Government 

that observers be sent to Manchuria. This instruction 

was generally to the effect that the British Government 

felt that the Chinese request should be complied with and 

that the British Government had requested the french 

Government to instruct its Minister at Peiping to confer 

with the British Minister to the effect that they ni^it 

send observers to Manchuria, first obtaining the approval 

of the Japanese. Sir filles stated that it had been his 

Intention to despatch Mr. Stirling to Manchuria but that 

if he went to Nanking he might have to change this arrange

ment. He was short-handed in Peiping.

Nelson Trusler Johnson 
American Minister

NTJ/hp
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Conversation. Peiping, Oct. 7, 1931
lÆr. ffilden, French Minister

Subject: Sino-Japanese Relations 
Departure for Nanking

I called upon Mr. Wilden, the French Minister, and 

told him that I was under instructions to proceed as soon 

as might be convenient to Nanking. Mr. Wilden stated 

that this intention on my part raised the question in his 

mind as to whether he also shouM not go down. He asked 

me when 1 intended to go. I told him that 1 could not 

leave before Monday. We agreed that the situation was 

fraught with dangerous possibilities and that it behooved 

the representatives of the powers party to the League and 

the Kellogg Fact for the denunciation of War to do what 

might be possible to prevent the situation getting worse.

Nelson .Trusler Johnson 
American Minister

NTJ/hp
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The,, honorable 
. A L

Truslor Johnson

Sir; 0

lerican Minister
eiping, China

have the honor to refer to ray telegram of October

19, 10 a.in., regarding the anti-Japanese feeling at Amoy

Ü
EW 

79b.94/28b I

and to enoloso a copy of a report, dated. October 19, 1931

of the Chief of police at Eulangsu regarding the bombing

I V

I

of the Japanese Consulate, October 18, 1931 (Sunday), at 
7:50 p.m., and which report appears, after investigation, 

to be substantially correct.

When I called upon lit. Yoshiaki iiiura, the Japanese

Consul, to-day, he informed me that he thought the bombing 
might have been instigated by a group of people of com

munistic tendencies* His Consulate ie being guarded by 
Japanese sailor's. While the hand grenade thrown at the 

Japanese Consulate did* not go off, Mr. Miura informed me 

that one thrown at the police office on the Amoy side Sid ~ 
rf 

go off but did no damage. u
UJ

The news of the throwing of these grenades did not 
reach my attention or the attention of any of my staff 
until this morning although we are not far from the

Japanese Consulate
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Japanese Consulate.

Respectfully yours,

Lynn w. Franklin, 
Amerloan Consul,

SnoloBure-
Copy of report, dated October 19, 1981, 

of Chief of Police at Kulangsa.

800
lwf/o
la duplicate to Legation, Peiping.
in quiatuiplioate to Department (one copy marked "For 

the Commercial offio«f).
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Enclosure No. 1 to despatch No. 1 of Lynn w. Franklin, 
American Consul at Amoy, China, dated October 20, 1901, 
on the subject ’’Bombing of Japanese consulate at 
Bulangsu and Japanese Police station at Amoy”.

copy

KULANGSU MUNICIPAL COUNCIL.
AMOY, CHINA.

Kulaogsu, Amoy, 19th October, 1901.

Rough police Report.

At about 7.50 p.m. on Sunday, 18th October, 1901, a 

small hand grenade was thrown by some person over the wall 

of the Japanese Consulate. The grenade fell on the back 

verandah of the Consular Residence, but failed to explode.

The policeman on duty, who had just passed around to 

the front of the Consulate, beared the breaking of glass 

and hurried back but saw nothing. He immediately reported 

that someone had thrown a stone; the true character of the 

missile being ascertained after search.

Extra police were posted around the Consulate and I 

spent a considerable time investigating the local situation 

and was satisfied that residents were not aware of the 
occurrence which had been the work of a person or persons 

from Amoy.

I subsequently visited the Japanese Consulate and 
was requested to assume responsibility for the protection 

of all Japanese lives and property within the settlement 

from attacks of this nature.
As this necessitated the watching of each and every 

Japanese residence in the settlement I called upon the 

force to do double duty during the night.

I found that the missile was a copy of a "Mills

Hand Grenade"
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Hund Crenade”, very old and probably discarded military 
stores, or a grenade found unexploded at some former time»

I understand that simultaneously three grenades were 
thrown into the oompound of the Japanese police office at 
Amoy. The following points are of Interest and should 
be taken into consideration:
1. The grenades were thrown in Kulangsu and Amoy at the 

same time.
2. The grenades were all old and were not of similar 

manufacture ojf design, indicating that they have been 
collected from different sources, regardless of their 
efficiency.

3. That the persons who are responsible for these acts 
have no new or efficient grenades at their disposal.

I am of the opinion that these acts can be con
sidered those of a small party of young men, possibly 
university students, who have secretly formed themselves 
into a band, with intent to create a difficult situation, 
but who are not in possession of efficient weapons.

I understand that about midnight a party of about 
20 armed Japanese marines landed at Singapore jetty and 
proceeded to the Japane se Consulate where they are being 

held for duty within the Consular Compound.
Police are being detailed to watch Japanese 

residences as far as can be done with the number of men 
at my disposal, the police have also received orders to 

search any suspected persons*
It should be clearly understood that to guard 

every Japaœ se house on all sides would require a force 

ten times in number to that available, it being impossible

for
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for the polios to concentrate on one or more buildings 

leaving the others unguarded.

(Sgd.) a. R. Baas
Chief of Police, 

Kulangsu Municipal Council

AÏÏ'-.c ■. . ■ 1 
the signed er^r
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This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be~ 
fore being communicated From 
to anyone.

Rec’d

Secretary of State

Washington, D. C

784, November 23, 4 p.m,

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES.

The following is Sweetse^te report 

7:43 $

N^.efebej^3, 193

O'

of the private

meeting of the Council held at 10:30 to 1 p.m., today.

"M. Briand presented today to the twelve members 

of the Council, excluding Japan and China the draft 

resolution prepared yesterday in negotiations between 

F/D
EW 

793.94/2852

himself, Simon and Drummond. He explained that it was 

based on the Japanese proposal for a commission, which 

however had been surrounded with impossible conditions 

and that the efforts of the last days had been to take 

out those conditions and add other proposals regarding 

evacuation and cessation of hostilities which would make 

it possible of acceptance by the Chinese and in accord rs 

with the principles which the Council was called upon to^ 

defend. His> effort was to get unanimity, if. possible;
so 

otherwise there would be a break if the commission could

once
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once be established, one of two alternatives would im

mediately become clear; Either the two parties would 

have the means of agreement and conciliation on the 

spot or it would be evident that there would be no nay 

out. He foresaw great difficulties, however, in getting 

the proposal accepted. The Japanese would not like 

parts of it; the Chinese had already announced in their 

memorandum last night that they must have satisfaction 

on evacuation. For the moment the best course seemed 

for him to present this project to the Chinese as the 

best that it appeared possible to secure from the 

Japanese and see what the Chinese would propose. The 

members of the Council must still hope to be able to 

build up an agreement step by step.

Thereupon ensued a discussion which showed'- 

that certain members of the Council had grave hesitations 

as to whether the draft went far enough cither to secure 

the agreement of the Chinese or to safeguard the princi

ples already announed by the Council. Madariaga found 

it very paradoxical that while at the outset the Japanese 

had resisted any interference whatsoever in a matter 

which they considered strictly between themselves and 

China they were now proposing a commission which should 
study
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study every phase of the relations of the two countries 

except, so far as he could judge, the presence of 

Japanese troops on Chinese soil. He questioned the 

statement of limitation which seemed to exclude from 

its task any consideration of the military angle, and 

also the relegation to the Presidents speech of the 

right of either party to put any question it wished 

before the commission. He did not like, after, three 

months* effort, to appear to cover up the principal 

question of the presence of Japanese troops in Chinese 

territory or to be diverted from the one immediate 

issue to vast wider issues beyond.

Colban, agreeing with the desirability of una

nimity did not see how it would bo possible to obtain 

it after reading the Chinese memorandum and knowing the 

Japanese view. If unanimity were impossible, however, 

the Council could not adjourn on a text giving the 

impression that it accepted the Japanese invasion of 

Chinese territory. He hoped the text would not be 

presented to the Japanese as definitive and thus justify 

them in false hopes. Unfortunately, however, he had no 

alternative to offer. Fotitoh expressed the fear that 

the text might be interpreted as admitting the con

currence between the occupation and the commission and 
that
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that it might even legalize the former.

Simon agreed, that it must be made clear that 

evacuation must not be postponed to the end of the 

commission. It must take place before and not at the 

end of its labors. Unless the Council made that plain 

there was no chance of the Chinese accepting. Evacuation 

must be independent of the commission. It was most 

important that the commission should not be taken as an 

excuse for delaying the evacuation. To that effect he 

proposed an amendment to the fifth point that "it was 

further understood that the deliberations of the com

mission should not be regarded as any ground for delay

ing the evacuation of the Japanese troops." Briand 

agreed that he would try to improve the text in this 

connection in order to remove the impression of his 

colleagues that it might be taken to legitimize the 

occupation.

Madariaga also raised the question as to whether 

the limitation as to not supervising the military move

ments of either party would prevent the commission from 

considering the military aspect of the situation. It 

would seem to him wrong for a League Commission to be in

Manchuria
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Manchuria ana possibly quite helpless while military 

movements were going on. This was the fourth time the 

Council had put the question of evacuation. It was now 

becoming a bit banal. He did not see how the Commission 

could disinterest itself from the principal question.

Briand replied that the Japanese did not want the 

League to send a commission to control their armed forces 

Drummond added that the Commission could report on 

military aspects but could not give orders to the troops. 

The Japanese wanted the right to take measures against 

bandits, for instance, without having to ahk the consent 

of the commission. Simon then asked if the Council 

might envisage a public meeting shortly. The draft 

resolution must of course be discussed first with the 

Japanese and the Chinese but he feared an indefinite 

prolongation of private meetings. The impression was 

growing amongst the public that while the Council was 

discussing the matter in private, grave events were 

taking place without any effective action. Should a 

public meeting not be hel re the end of the week

Briand replied that a public session had been held
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on Saturday just as soon as there had been something Qf 

substance to put before it. At that time the Japanese 

had suggested the commission idea, it was now desirable 

to study that idea in order to try to secure material 

for the next public meeting. The week ought not to end 

however without a decision one way or the other.- There 

must be either an agreement or a draft resolution as last 

time.'

Briand then explained that he would attempt to 

modify the draft in order to take into account the 

preoccupations expressed and that he would discuss 

it this afternoon with the Japanese and the Chinese. 

He would make clear, however, that it was merely a 

schemat not yet approved by his colleagues and consequently 

still open to amendment by them. He would report the 

results of his intearview at a meeting tomorrow at eleven 

A.M."

SHAW

CSB
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Paris
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Secretary of State

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES

The

Reo’d

4 p784, November 23

Washington, D. G

Dated

1831

following is Sweetser’s report of private

meeting of

"M

the Council held at 10:30 to Ip, m., today.

Briand presented today to the twelve members 

of the Council, excluding Japan and China the draft 

resolution prepared yesterday in negotiations between 

himself, Simon and Drummond. He explained that it was 

based on the Japanese proposal for a commission, which 

however had been surrounded with impossible conditions 

and that the efforts of the last days had been to take 

out those conditions and add other proposals regarding 

evacuation and cessation of hostilities which would make 

it possible of acceptance by the Chinese and in accord 

with the principles which the Council was called to 

defend. His effort was to get unanimity, if possible;

otherwise there would be a break if the commission could

once
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once be established, one of two alternatives would im

mediately become clear: Either the two parties would 

have the means of agreement and conciliation on the 

spot or it..would be evident that there would be no way 

out. He foresaw great difficulties, however, in getting 

the proposal accepted. The Japanese would not like 

parts of it; the Chinese had already announced in their 

memorandum last night that they must have satisfaction 

on evacuation. For the moment the best course seemed 

for him to present this project to the Chinese as the 

best that it appeared possible to secure from the 

Japanese and see what the Chinese would propose. The 

members of the Council must still hope to be able to 

build up an agreement step by step.

Thereupon ensued a discussion which showed that 

certain members of the Council had grave hesitations as 

to whether the draft went far enough either to secure 

the agreement of the Chinese or to safeguard the princi

ples already announced by the Council. Madariaga found 

it very paradoxical that xvhile at the outset the Japanese 

had resisted any interference whatsoever in a matter 

which they considered strictly between themselves and 

China they were now proposing a commission which should

study
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study every phase of the relations of the two countries 

except, so far as he could judge, the presence of 

Japanese troops on Chinese soil. He questioned the 

statement of limitation which seemed to exclude from 

its task any consideration of the military angle, and 

also the relegation to the President’s speech of the 

right of either party to put any question it wished, 

before the commission He did (?), after three months! 

effort, to appear to cover up the principal question of 

the presence of Japanese troops in Chinese territory or 

to be diverted from the one immediate issue to vast wider 

issues beyond.

Colban, agreeing with the desirability of unay* 

nimity did not see how it would be possible to obtain 

it after reading the Chinese memorandum and knowing the 

Japanese view. If unanimity were impossible, however, 

the Council could not adjourn on a text giving the 

impression that it accepted the Japanese invasion of 

Chinese territory. He hoped the text would not be 

presented to the Japanese as definitive and thus justify 

them in false hopes. Unfortunately, hoi^ever, he had no 

alternative to offer, Fotitch expressed the fear that 

the text might be interpreted as admitting the con

currence between the occupation and the commission and 
that
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that it might even legalize the former.

Simon agreed that it must be made clear that 

evacuation must not be postponed to the end of the 

commission. It must take place before and not at the 

end of its labors. Unless the Council made that plain 

there was no chance of the Chinese accepting. Evacuation 

must be independent of the commission. It was most 

important that the commission should not be taken as an 

excuse for delaying the evacuation. To that effect he 

proposed an amendment to the fifth point that " it was 

further understood that the deliberations of the oom— 

mission should not be regarded as any ground for delay

ing the evacuation of the Japanese troops.’1 Briand 

cigreed that he would try to improve the text in this 

connection (?) remove the impression of his colleagues 

that it might be taken to legitimize the occupation.

Madariaga also raised the question as to whether 

the limitation as to not supervising the military move

ments of either party would prevent the commission from 

considering the military aspect of the situation. It 

would seem to him wrong for a League Commission to be in

Manchuria
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Manchuria and possibly quite helpless while military 

movements were going on. This was the fourth time the 

Council had put the question of evacuation. It was now 

becoming a bit banal. He did not see how the Commission 

could disinterest itself from the principal question.

Briand replied that the Japanese did not want the 

League to send a commission to control their armed forces 

Drummond added that the Commission could report on 

military aspects but could not give orders to the troops. 

The Japanese wanted the party to take measures against 

bandits, for instance, without having to ask the consent 

of the commission. Simon then asked if the Council 

might envteftge a public meeting shortly. The draft 

resolution must of course be discussed first with the 

Japanese and the Chinese but he feared an indefinite 

prolongation of private meetings. The impression was 

growing amongst the public that while the Council was 

discussing the matter in private, grave events were 

taking place without any effective action. Should a 
public meeting not be hepi?'^7*)/"b^fore the end of the week 

Briand replied that a public session had been held

on
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on Saturday just as soon as there had been something «f 

substance to put before it. At that time the Japanese 

had suggested the commission idea, it was now desirable 

to study that idea in order to try to secure material 

for the next public meeting. The week ought not to end 

however without a decision one way or the other. There 

must be either an agreement or a draft resolution as 

last time.

Briand then explained that he would attempt to 

modify the draft in order to take ante ..account that (?) 

expressed and that he would discuss it this afternoon 

with the Japanese and the Chinese. He would make clear 

however that it was merely a scheme not yet approved by 

his colleagues and consequently still open to amendment 

by them. He would report the results of his interview 

at a meeting tomorrow at eleven A. M."

SHAW

CSB
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FROM AMBAEEAttR EAVES.

The following is Sweetzer’s report of the private meeting of the 

Council held at 10:30 to 1 p. m. today.

•M. Briand presented today to the twelve members of the 

Council, excluding Japan and China, the Spaulding Resolution prepared 

yesterday in negotiations between himself, Simon and Drumond» He 

explained that it was based on the Japanese proposal for a commission, 

which however had been surrounded with impossible conditions and

that the efforts Lua last days had been to take _ those conditions 

and add other proposals regarding evacuation and cessation of 

hostilities which would make it possible of acceptance by the Chinese 

and in accord with the principles which the Council was called upon to 

defend» His efforts _____ get unanimity, if possible, otherwise there

would be a break if the commission could onoe be established, one of 

two alternatives would immediately become dear: either the two parties 

_____the means of agreement and conciliation on the spot or it would 

be evident that there would be no way out» He foresaw great difficulties 

however in getting the proposal accepted. The Japanese would not like



DECLASSIFIED^ E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(d) or (E)
Department of St&te letter, August 10, 1972
By 0» NARS, Date

784 from Paria -2

parts of it; the Chinese had already announced in their memorandum last 

night tnat they must have satisfaction on evacuation gave in for the 

moment the last course seemed for him to present earliest account of 

project to the Chinese as the best that it appeared possible to secure fro 

the Japanese and see what the Chinese would propose* The members of the 

Council must still hope to be able to build up an agreement step by step» 

Thereupon ensued a discussion which showed that certain members of the 

Council had grave hesitations as to whether the draft went far enough 

either to secure the agreement of the Chinese or to safeguard the prin

ciples ____ announced by the Council* Madariaga found it very paradoxical

that while at the outset the Japanese had  any interference 

whatsoever in a matter which they considered strictly between themselvew and 

China they were now proposing a commission which should study every phase of 

the relations of the two countries except, so far as he could judge, the 

presence of Japanese troops on Chinese soil* He questioned total of ♦♦♦♦♦♦

Above approximately one third of message now in from Paris and being decoded
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793Final sub paragraph under paragraph numbered five 

of proposed resolution as transmitted in my 780, November 

22, 12 p. m., now reads as follows:
10 The Governments of China and of Japan will each qq
oi

have the right to nominate one assessor to assist the

Commission. It is understood that should the two parties 

initiate any negotiations these would not fall within th^f 

scope of the terms of reference of the Commission nor l"- □
would the Commission interfere with military measures & 

taken by either party."

The following new final sub paragraph has been 

added to paragraph numbered 5:

" It is further understood that the appointment and 

deliberations of the Commission are not to be regarded as 

any ground for delaying the withdrawal by the Japanese

troops
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troops within the railway zone as laid down in paragraph 

one of this resolution” .

Above amendments are result of this morning’s 

private meeting of Council members (see my telegram 784 

November 23, 4 p. m.) and the resolution so amended has 

been communicated by Briand to Sze who has agreed to 

transmit it to his Government but who expresses no hope 

that it will be accepted.

SHAW

CSB
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Peiping via N.R, From

Dated November 24, 1931

Secretary of State, 

Washington

996, November 24.

Rec’d 7:35 a.m.

T
O m

Peiping anti-Japanese Students’ Union for 

national salvation adopted certain resolutions which 

according to Chinese press were yesterday afternoon 

presented to Marshal Chang Hsueh Liang by delegates 

of the Union. Following are the more important

resolutions:

One. National Government to sever diplomatic 

relations with Japan.

Two. (Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek to come 

north and expel the Japanese.

CD CM • 
CD

10 CO 01 
•h

Thrée. Investigation to be made of reasons

for policy of non-resistance.

Four. China to withdraw from League of Nations. 
(

Five. Attention of United States to be invited

to Nine Power Treaty, Anti-War Pact and violent conduct

of
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MET 2-#996, From Peiping via N.R.
_ November 24, 1931.From ’

of Japanese army in China.

Six. If Japan refuses to withdraw and League 

fails to take any action China is to decline participa

tion in Disarmament Conference.

Seven. Voluntary corps in various college»*". ■ 

be promptly armed.

Eight. Every village and town to organize a self 

defense corps.

Nine. Troops to be sent immediately to assist 

General Mah Chan Shan in Heilungkiang.

Ten. All persons connected with attempt to

Manehu dynasty in Manchuria to be arrested and 

their property confiscated.

The above probably represents attitude of majority 

of students in Peiping.

For the Minister

WSB

ENGERT
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department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs 
November 24, 1931.

The telegram hereunder (Tokyo 
Embassy’s 233 of November 24, 3 p.m.) re
fers to interference by the Japanese 
military authorities in Manchuria with 
the business transactions of the Mukden 
branch of the National City Bank, which 
was brought to the Department’s attention 
in a letter from the New York office of 
the National City Bank dated (jotober 31, 
1931 (hereto attached).

A memorandum dated November 10, 1931 
dealing with this case of the National 
City Bank and other similar cases of 
interference with American interests in 
Manchuria is also attached for reference.

It is suggested that this matter of 
the National City Bank, and of the 
similar matters referred to in the above 
memorandum, might well be brought to the 
attention of the Japanese Ambassador as 
previously suggested.

RSM:EJL
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

November 24, 1931.

FE 
Dea

Please note the Secretary

instructions:

FE, please ins.

Last paragraph of the

attached telegram he says ÏES.
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met GRAY

From
Tokio

Dated November 24, 1931

Rec’d 6:10 a.m.

Secretary of State ,

Washington

233, November 24, 3 p.m.

Japanese military authorities 

NOV 24 1S31
Department of State

n Manchuria have

issued orders forbidding transfer of government funds 

in Chinese banks to Mukden branch of National City

Bank, honoring their check for business enterprises 

involving British controlled Mukden-Peiping Railroad 

and Dutch owned Hulutao Harbor Works. The latter 

company owes the City Bank approximately $200,000 

for payment of which funds are on deposit but which 

they are not permitted to draw. I am requested in 

writing by Tokyo representative City Bank to protest 

to the Japanese Government against this interference 

with business of a neutral bank conducted jiith a 

neutral company. I shall see Baron Shidehara about 

it this week and unless I hear to -the contrary I will 

make urgent request that the City Bank be allowed to

conduct
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MET 2-4233. Tokio, November 24
1931.

conduct business on normal basis and will propel 

against stoppage of collection of their claim.

Is it the desire of the Department that suoh 

protest be in writing?

FOHBES



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date

1—138 
PREPARING OFFICE 

WILL INDICATE WHETHER

Cbllect
Charge Department /

r cy

Telegram Sent

Beparinrent nf ^tate

TO BE TRANSMITTED 
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Charge to

*^'7^

AMERICAN EMBASSY

Wa^jngton, 

November 24^ 1931

TOKYO (JAPAN).
24 3 I

* Your 233/November 24, 3 p.m. Department approves 
your proposed course^oj actioi|)and laavefl~l;he^<methnd. .nf 

X^aJ^ition"to^lua?- discretiHnr~ I .

t> ’ You might in your (interview/ with! Baron'Shidehara 
refer/also/to the cases of/ interference^ with Imerican 

interest^ which the Department/understands^ have been 1 

reported/to youl by! our I Consul General al/Mukden./ .
(’ ' ) ' i

Similar Irepre sent at ions will be made'orally fto the

793.94/2855

Japanese Ambassador! here

%

FE:RSM:EJL FE
Enciphered by___________________

«« ^9?1

Sent by operator--------------- M.,------------------ 19------ ---------------

Index Bu.—No. 50. ü s. oovernmkxt poikttno omci: mj 1—138
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r Qi CONFIDENTIAL

NSATLOtlCJffiLEg^ONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY 
DAWES, PARIS, NOVEMBER 23, 1931. 3:00

SECRETARY: Hello, is that you General. Has anything 

happened that you wanted to tell me? I am sending you a 
telegram in respect to an answer to your question about 

the Chinese counterproposal and the Council proposal. 

I think it will be d pretty strong one in favor of the 

League proposal and against the Chinese proposal because 

I think that the Council proposal is now in very good 

shape. I shall also send a message to Japan cautioning 

them that it. will be absolutely necessary to have a sus

pension of hostilities and warning them against an expedition 

to Chin Chow. That is the substance of about all I can do. 

I want to hear what the situation is with you.

DAWES: There is no change whatever in the situation from 

that which I sent you at midnight last night. Briand late 

this afternoon is seeing Sze and Yoshizawa to try to get 

them together on the proposal of the League. The reports 

that I get are that Sze is absolutely............ He has

arranged later in the evening to see Sweetser. I will - 
£ 

send that report of the meeting which Briand had with so * 
co 

Yoshizawa and Sze later.

SECRETARY: I can not speak too strongly of the folly on 

the part of China in resisting such a proposition, it seems 

to me, as this one of the Council. 

DAWES: Do you say that in your telegram to Sze? 

SECRETARY: I will. The telegram is for you to pass on to 

Sze, or so much of it as you think wise in your discretion. 

DAWES: Do you answer the telegram directly to Sze. 

SECRETARY: No, I answer it to you for you to give as much 
to him as you think may be wise?
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DAWES: Sze will send it right back to his Government. 

SECRETARY: I shall also repeat it to Johnson, our Minister 

to China.
PANICS* Mr. Secretary, may I tell Briand or Simon what I 

have done.
SECRETARY: That depends on the situation that you are in 

over there. We intend to back you up.
DAWES: I have reported to you everything that I have said 

to Simon or io Drummond. You know just how far I have gone 

with it.
SECRETARY: I have no objection to your telling Briand that 

I think the Council proposal as it now lies before me, is 

in good shape.'

DAWES:If Briand knows that he will surely use it to make 

an announcement. It isn't possible to keep anything of 

that sort confidential.
SECRETARY: Perhaps you had better not tell him until it 

gets to the others.
DAWES: Mr. Secretary they are trying in every way, rumors 

are going around one way and the other, that we have 

approved the Council's proposition, which of course we 

have not done.
SECRETARY: Who is doing that, China?

DAWES: It is going around the Council table. 
SECRETARY: Who is saying it, China?

DAWES: Sze came to see me and said that some of the

clerks - not Briand, nor Simons nor Drummond, but some 

of the employees were saying that I had approved the 

Council's proposition. They want to get that out; they 

want to have the United States............ I simply said

that the proposition had been submitted to you for your 
information only.
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SECRETARY: I don't think you had better tell Briand un

til it has gotten to Sze.
DAWES: I think it had better go to Sze.

SECRETARY: I would hold it back until they have it. 

DAWES: It had better just go to Sze. He was up here 

asking me about it. I simply said that I had told them 

that I wanted to send it to you for your information and 

I can tell Sze that you sent this to me to read to him 

confidentially because that is where the influence is 

needed and where it will do good if any good can be done. 

Probably Sze can go ahead then.

SECRETARY: You had better wait until it gets to China 

first. You had better not say anything to the Council 

until it gets to China.
DAWES: Absolutely. Had I better say anything to them 

after I have communicated it to Sze.

SECRETARY: Not until you have passed it to Sze. Don't 

say anything to Briand until you have gotten it to Sze. 
DAWES: I wouldn't do that any way. Do you want me to say 

something to Briand after I have given it to Sze. I can 

see Sze any time.
SECRETARY: I think you can afterwards.

DAWES: I think I may afterwards. I had better say that it 

is an important decision from Paris which will go all over 

the press in the morning as the words from Briand. 

SECRETARY: The point is that I don't think anything had 

better be said until the form of the proposal is made 

public.

DAWES: Not until the form of the proposal is made public. 

That is a very wise decision.

Don't
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SECRETARY: Don»t say anything until the proposal itself

is publie» 

DAWES: There probably will not be another public meeting 

until Thursday. 
SECRETARY: When will it be held?

DAWES: They are going to have another public meeting on 

Thursday. Mr. Secretary, I will explain the situation 
a little.

SECRETARY: The connection is poor I can not hear you. 

DAWES: There is a little difficulty about how to handle 
this thing with Briand.

SECRETARY: I will try to send you this telegram tonight 

so you will get it tomorrow morning. Do not say anything 

to Briand until you have passed it on to Sze. That is 

understood. Then if the proposal of the Council remains 

in its present form as contained in your two cables to me 

779 and the one that amends it, I have no objection to 

your telling Briand that I think it is in good shape. 
That in general we approve of it, but I should rather have 

it public before my own approval is made public. That is 

all I want to say.

S: HRR VGN
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
This telegram must be 
carefully paraphrased be
fore being communicated 
to anyone.

Secretary of State,.

Washington.

234, November 24, 10

CONFIDENTIAL FOR 'THE

Tokyo
4

Dated November 24, 1931
From ., -, . cRec’d. 11:45 a.m.

Referring to the Department’s telegrams. I conveyed 

to Baron Shidehara the purport of your messages at six 

o’clock this evening. His attitude was wholly cordial 

and conciliatory. He stated that he, tMe (*), the 

Secretary of ’7ar and the .Chief of Staff are agreed that 

there shall be no hostile operations towards Chinchow 

and orders to that effect have been issued. He agrees S,'’7 
to clause in draft prohibiting of hostilities but insists 

that Japanese troops must protect their citizens against 

marauding bandits with which the country is infeste^. 

Situation in this respect extremely difficult as theàe 

men claim to be soldiers one day,in citizens clothes the 

next and are actually members of marauding bands . If \ 

Stostilities were defined as operations between national \ 

armies he states there will be no objection on the part \ 

of Japan. I do not undertake to q^uote exact wording . 

He states the retention of troops at Tsitsihar has no 

political significance and is purely for the purpose of 
effecting

793.94/2856
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effecting evacuation, picking up the dead, and gathering 

in the wounded and frostbitten* Troops have operated with 

the 'ihermometre thirty degrees centigrade below zero 

with great suffering over an extended area. Delay in 
complete evacuation is only due ^$10 necessity for collection 

and caring for the sufferers - a natter of days; of which 

when pressed he could not give me the number but says in 

the policy -of this evacuation he is also in complete 

agreement with the officers of the War Department; the 

fighting reported in progress today he claims is merely 

to drive off force of bandits not exceeding 2,000 threaten

ing to cut South Manchuria Railway; he said not near 

Chinchow.

FORBES 

WSB

HDD
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DOUBLE PRIORITY

Washington,

November 25, 1931

AMEMBASSY.
TOKYO (Japan)

NOV2 5 31

EEK8CTEHIIALXPi^IKZWtBK3XABSXXIR 
r f 1
Repeat/my 24Çf of I November 23, 7 p. m.1

November 24. 10 p« m.to the J 
.ngjfor/ confidential Information if

10 p. m. ,a:
i November 28

American Consul
the'Minister. Please expedite

793.94/2856

h <j u

• '*1,

ISS3A0N

Enciphered by

re:BSM:BBK

Sent by operator.. 19.

Index Bu.—No. 50.

ÏWxi--
0338 W<i V B. OOVKHMMW1, n>wrn<Q onwi: IM*

. M.
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Peiping via N.R

From
Rec’d

Secretary of State

Washington

Following statement was issued by Japanese Delega

tion yesterday:

Dated November 24, 1931

992, November 24, 8 a.m

DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) « 
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"Former Manchu: '.ar Emperor Pu Yi was living in Japan

ese concession Tientsin. At the period when riot broke 

out at Tientsin the other’ day, however, whether he was 

afraid of danger of bodily harm he apparently escaped from 

the city on the tenth and unexpectedly landed at Yingkow 

FK 793.94/2857

three days later. There he requested Japanese authorities 

for protection. Prevailing conditions then were such that 

. actually no guarantee could be given as to his being ab

solutely (*) from danger had request been turned down

So from humanitarian view-point Japanese authorities com

from coming in contact with the outside"

G’.ï
V/SB

tection by quartering him at a safe place. But as Jap^iese

plied with the request and decided to give him desired pro-

For the Minister

ENGERT

Government does not wish him drawn into a political whirl-3 
ô E» 

pool whilst under their protection prudent considerations g 

are being paid for isolating him in order to prevent htft

sue*’
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TELEGRAM RECEIVE^ing via n.r. • 

Dated November 24, 1931 

From Rec'd 9:35 a.m. 

Ë/11 1Ï.W r' '
PIES SENT TO 1 fa

■ x$$L^93t J
995, November 24, 4 p.m.

Following from American Consul ^General at Hankow.

"November 23, 4 p.m. The Japanese Consul General 

informed me today that all Japanese subjects, including 

consular officials, have evacuated Chengtu and Chungking. 

He said the Japanese subjects from those places have re

turned to Japan and that the Chengtu and Chungking Con

sular officials are at Hankow. The Japanese Consuls at 

Ichang, Shasi, Changsha and Kinkiang are still functioning 

but nearly all Japanese subjects have been evacuated from 

these parts. The Japanese Consul General commented 
< 

favorably upon the effectiveness of the measures taken 

by the Chinese authorities at Wuhan to prevent disturb

ances here.

Hankow is at present unusually quiet in all res- 
i 

pects. Boycott of Japanese floods here is nearly one ■ 

hundred per cent effective but there is a noticeable 

decrease in public agitation against the Japanese con

cession. "

Nanking informed.

FOR THE MINISTER

El'’GERT
RR 
CSB
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793.94/2859

, Dated November 24, 1931

FROM Rec’d 9:20 a.m.

Secretary of State, I 

BaaM„gton.

9Ç3, November 24, 11 a,m,

Following two from Harbin. November 21^], pm. 
General 

"One. / ïÆa. is at present at Hailun and according 

to a personal representative Men Ching Feng, who with 

secretary Chao called on me last night, he has no plan 

to establish a government. He has several thousand 

soldiers at or near Hailun. My callers stated that 

Japanese airplanes had flown over Lientien.

Two, Local Foreign Office informed me this 

morning that it believed it safe for missionaries to 

return to Tsitsihar, As all reports indicate city 

quiet and patrolled by several hundred Chinese police 
e*3 F 

under Japanese military control, I have suggested to o C
b missionaries that they return, Vos is leaving today fS

from Anganghsi and the women tomorrow from Harbin.

Japanese are attempting form a new committee of 

public safety at Tsitsihar.

Three. Conditions at Harbin, Manchuria,
«Station and Hailun are quiet.

Two
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Two. "Fovember 23, 5 p.m. Up country Chinese 

agents of Russians of Hew York have reported that shops 

are closed in Taiashhen, Kesg, Paichuan and Lintien, 

which are all located in a prosperous section of Hei

lungkiang Province and which are now surrounded by 

threatening armed bands, either brigands or ex-soldiers 

of General /la's that the shops at Hingshui, Andachen 

and Andahsien aje open but that banking facilities are 

paralyzed and that the .magistrate at Mingshui has run 

away.”

Repeated to Hanking.

FOR THS MINISTER

ZNGERT

CSB
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Department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 25,1931

With reference to the attached telegram 
No. 994, November 24, 3 p.m. from the Lega
tion in regard to the stationing of Chinese 
troops within a twenty li radius of Tientsin, 
I do not feel that any further action on our 
part jg, necessary. This is particularly 
truê^pî' Consul General Lockhart’s statements 
quoted in the last paragraph of the telegram.

The references cited by the legation in 
the first paragraph of the telegram would in
dicate that in 1911 the American Consul Gener
al at Tientsin associated himself with his 
colleagues in regard to the question of the 
twenty li zone. However, eleven years later, 
on January 25, 1922, the Department pointed 
out to the Minister at Peking, as it did in 
our recent telegram No. 418 of November 14, 
4 p. m., that we were not a party to the note 
of July 15, 1902 which contains the provision 
in regard to the twenty li zone. The De
partment’s instruction No. 213 of August 19, 
1922 to the Legation, cited by the Legation 
in the telegram under reference, approves an 
understanding of the Consul General at 
Tientsin in regard to his participating with 
his colleagues in regard to foreign troops in 
certain areas referred to in the Boxer Pro
tocol, and not to the question of the twenty 
li zone
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GRAYFrom

Peiping via N.R.

Dated November 24, 1931

Reo’d 9:30 a.m.

Secretary of State

Washington

994, November 24 3 p.m.

Your 4L3, November 14, 4 p.m

See Department’s instructions

25, 1922, and 213, August 19, 1922.

of \
FM EASŒRN AFFAiR

number 6S, January

Legation’s files

show, however, that in October and November 1911 the

American Consul General at Tientsin appears to have 

associated himself with his colleagues in discusslhg 

and acting upon a request from the then Viceroy of 

Chinli for the temporary suspension or modification 

of the 20 li rule. I find Weekly) despatches to the

Department on the subject but see Peiping dean circu

lars numbers 151 and 152 November 1st, 155 and 157

November 5th, 167, Novenfcer 11th and 177, November 19,

all in 1911.

Consul

z\

(0 
W

<0

N) 
00 
O) 
o
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MET 2~#994, Peiping via N.R.,
November 24, 1931

Consul General Tientsin reports as follows: 

"November 17, 10 a.m. In the present situation 

the Japanese made the demand independently of the 

other powers signatory to the note of July 15th, 1902 

Local American officials have in the present instance 

confined themselves exclusively to precautionary 

measures, in cooperation with the Chinese police 

authorities, for the protection of American lives 

and property by the employment of small detachments 

for guard duty in the general defense plans for 

Tientsin which have long been in force. It is not 

expected that there will be any need in the present 

circumstances to deviate from that course".

For the Minister*

ENGERT

RR-CSB
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This memorandum on Chinese boy-*'
cotte is neither conclusive nor ex-'
haustive but you may find an idea or 
two in it. Do you think it worth

while to have Dr. Wallace make a more 
systematic and thorough study of the 
subject?

HF:Dry
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MEMORANDUM ON CHINESE BOYCOTTS

Table of Chief Chinese Boycotts...............

Initiating and Sustaining Forces.............

Scope of Boycotts............................ ..
Methods and Organization.............................

Effectiveness of Chinese Boycotts..........

Stat ist ical Difficult ies.....................

Gross Results...........................................

More Detailed Results...........................

Political Effects of Boycotts...................

7

10

15

FK 79o



Initial Date 
1905(D July 20

CHIEF CHINESE BOYCOTTS
Country 

Concerned Cause
United States Harsh administration of 

the Chinese exclusion 
laws.

i
Termination

Largely died down "by . 
the end of the year.

1908 March 20 Japan Apology forced from 
China in the Tatsu Maru 
affair.

Indefinite. A popular 
writer in 1915 spoke 
of its continuance for 
eight years.

1910 Japan Manchurian aggression. Flourished 1910-1912.

1915 Japan Twenty-one demands.

1919 Japan Shantung awarded to 
Japan by Peace Confer
ence.

Flourished 1919-1922.

[1922 February Hongkong Shipping strike growing 
out of wage dispute;

Settled March

1923 Japan Agitation against con
cessions of 1915.

1925 June 1 Great Britain May 30th incident. Officially terminated 
in Canton,Oct. 10,1926

1927 Japan Shantung (?)

1928 June Japan Japanese troops sent to 
Tsinan.

Governmental order 
for termination, 
August, 1929.

1931 September Japan Waopanshan incident and 
Korean massacres.

(1) Various writers speak of this boycott as having begun in 1906. It was discussed 
however, by Chester Holcombe in The Outlook of December 30, 1905, as something not 
yet over, although consular reports indicated that its importance had greatly 
diminished.

1|ÎM, । " IffW"111*"
M «Mito i iiOWA
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Chinese boycotts may originate in any political 

incident involving foreigners, or if the Hongkong strike 

of 1922 be included, the cause may be some economic 

dispute.

INITIATING AND SUSTAINING FORCES

A. Patriotism and anti-foreign feeling.

If unorganized, these feelings would not carry the 

movement very far, but every movement has been fanned by 

the agitation of groups of students and promoted and 

enforced by special organizations such as the Anti

Japanese Association and national salvation societies 

formed ad hoc. In the 1915 boycott a national salvation 

fund of Mex.$50,000,000 was called for and half of that 

amount had been pledged in the first few days.

B. Self-interest of Chinese manufacturers and 

producers of competing goods.

Guilds of producers and of merchants handling Chinese 

products have been very active in promoting boycotts of 

foreign goods.

Even in the first boycott in 1905 the students of 

Tientsin included in their resolution the following 

paragraph:

"Every
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"Every encouragement must be given '
to the improvement of Chinese manufactures 
so that they may compete with the excluded 
American goods."

From this point of view Chinese boycotts may be looked 

upon as specially directed and particularly virulent 

flarings-up of the more or less continuous agitation in 

favor of native goods as against foreign. The Ministry 

of Industries in the present Government, for instance, 

carries on a more or less continuous campaign for native 

products, and obtains reiterated orders directing officials 

to wear Chinese clothes and buy Chinese products. In this 

respect the Chinese activity is very similar to the 

campaign long current in Great Britain and other parts of 

her Empire, and by no means unknown in the United States 

and many othér countries.

SCOPE OF BOYCOTTS

Sokolsky states that more than 100,000,000 Chinese 

may take part in a boycott. Boycotts against the Japanese 

seem to be ineffective in Manchuria.

The overseas Chinese number millions and control 

a large part of the retail trade of the Philippines, 

Siam, Dutch East Indies, and the Malay States. These 

overseas Chinese are exceedingly patriotic and join

effectively
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effectively in the boycott movements, at least in 

recent years.

METHODS AND ORGANIZATION

The methods by which boycotts are carried on 

vary from voluntary individual refusal of foreign goods 

to violence and destruction of property. The agitation 

is carried on by mass meetings, street speeches, parades, 

posters, newspaper editorials and the like. In addition 

to this, the anti-Japanese societies, without interference 

from the authorities and frequently with their con

currence, picket foreign shops, intimidating the customers 

or even taking from them any foreign goods purchased. 

They examine goods in the express offices and confiscate 

them. In Shanghai in 1929 goods confiscated in this or 

other ways were publicly advertised for auction at the 

local Kuomintang headquarters, the money being presumably 

used to support the Anti-Japanese Association and promote 

the boycott.

A milder method is to induce or compel owners of 

stocks of foreign goods to register these goods and buy 

no more after they are sold. Where foreign goods are more 

or less essential they sometimes fine the dealers instead 

of preventing the sales entirely. G. B. Rea states that 

such
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such fines reach tens of millions of dollars.

Attempts are made to prevent the export of products 

to the offending country but since the exporters may be 

totally dependent upon the export markets, this is 

a more difficult matter and the stoppage of exports seems 

not to be successful. In one case at Wuu the anti-Japanese 

society compromised on payment of 30 Chinese cents per 

picul of cereals exported to Japan.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CHINESE BOYCOTTS

For many reasons Chinese boycotts mean much less 

than a complete cessation of imports from the offending 

country. Their greatest intensities are local and 

temporary. The sale of essential supplies cannot be 

stopped. Certain products may not be recognized as the 

product of the country against which the boycott is 

directed. Great masses of the people cannot be reached. 

The fighting zeal of the agitators wears off.

STATISTICAL DIFFICULTIES

The results of boycotts on trade can be determined 

only roughly. Below are quoted certain figures of annual 

trade and also certain figures by months; but these 

must be taken only as general indications, to be

corrected
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corrected in any thorough study of the subject by taking 

into consideration many factors such as the following: 

The general tendency for Great Britain 
to decline, and for Japan and the United 
States to rise, in relative commercial 
importance.

The rapid growth of Manchuria compared 
to the rest of China and the relative ineffective
ness of boycotts there.

The continuity of boycotts against Japan, 
scarcely interrupted since 1908.

The effects of the World War on trade and 
of numerous civil wars in various parts of 
China.

The effects of the depressions of 1920 and 
1930.

The rise of industries in China, such as 
the cotton spinning industry, suppj. a-nting 
important imports of particular countries.

The accumulation of imported goods in ware
houses when a boycott prevents their sale.

Increased imports’in anticipation of higher 
tariff rates.

Figures for trade by months show much more sharply 

the immediate effects of boycotts, but these figures would 

yield accurate results only if carefully checked for 

seasonal changes in trade, changes in fashion, the 

over-buying or under-buying by local merchants, the 

rise and fall of silver exchange, and so on.

GROSS
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GROSS RESULTS. FROM ANNUAL FIGURES

Table I shows the total imports into China and the 
imports from the four chief sources (!) for the years 

1913 and 1917-1930. This table shows that the World 

War doubled the percentage of Chinese imports which came 

from Japan, but that with the conclusion of the War 

and the inauguration of the boycott of 1919, this 

percentage declined from 41.35 in 1918 to 22.55 in 

1921. At this point it was still a little ahead of the 

20.4 per cent in 1913. In 1925 this percentage jumped 

to 31, due at least in part to the boycott on British 

goods. Aided by the great coal strike in Great Britain 

in 1926, this percentage has declined only gradually 

though steadily, reaching 24.6 per cent in 1930.

The effect of the British boycott in 1925 is shown in 

the reduction of the British percentage from 12.1 per cent 

in 1924 to 9.6 per cent in 1925. If Great Britain and 

Hongkong be considered together, the decrease is from 

35.6 per cent to 27.8 per cent and in 1926 to 20 per cent. 

Oonsidering that the boycott of 1925 began on June 1, 

the reduction in direct imports from Great Britain from 

191,000,000 Haikwan taels in 1924 to 143,000,000 in

1925

(1) In certain recent years, however, India has displaced 
Great Britain from fourth place.
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1925 suggests that the boycott diminished. British imports 

by one half during seven months. The decrease in imports 

from Hongkong (presumably largely goods from Great Britain) 
was even greater, namely, from 244,000,000 to 176,000,000 
Haikwan taels.

Table I
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Table I

IMPORTS INTO CHINA 
in millions of Haikwan taels

Total imports from Imports from Imports from Imnorts fromgross imports Japan and 
Formosa Great Britain the United 

States Hongkong
% V *

1913 586 119 20.4 97 16.5 35.4 6.0 172 29.3

1917 577 222 38.4 52 9.0 61 10.6 159 27.51918 578 239 41.35 50 8.6 59 10.2 162 28.11919 680 247 36.3 64 9.5 110 16.2 154 22.61920
1921

800
933

229
210

28.6
22.55

132
150

16.5
16.1

143
176

17.9
18.85

159
231

19.9
24.81922 975 231 23.7 145 14.9 169 17.3 239 24. 551923 949 211 22.25 120 12.7 154 16.3 248 26.11924 1,039 235 22.6 126 12.1 191 18.4 244 23.51925 965 300 31.0 93 9.6 143 14.8 176 18.21926 1,145 337 29.4 116 10.1 188 16.4 124 10.91927 1,034 294 28.4 75 7.3 167 16.1 213 20.61928 1,210 319 26.4 114 9.4 206 17.0 226 18.71929 1,281 323 25.2 119 9.3 231 18.0 214 16.71930 1,328 327 24.6 108 8.15 232 17.5 218 16.4
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MORE DETAILED RESULTS

Of the boycott of 1908 it is reported that the 

importation of the chief Japanese products fell off 

20 per cent and that the loss to Japan in 1909 and 

1910 was not less than 50,000,000 yen. Presumably 

"loss” means loss in gross value of exports to China.

The Far Eastern Republic of April, 1920, printed 

figures showing a decisive effect of the boycott of 

1919 on Japanese shipping on the Yangtze River. It 

shows that in 1918 the boats of the China Merchants 

Steam Navigation Company averaged 264 tons of freight 

per trip and the boats of the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha averaged 

154 tons. In the first five months of 1919 the Japanese 

line averaged per trip 103 tons but for the next five 

months the average was only 4.4 tons per trip. In these 

five months the average of the China Merchants line was 

350 tons per trip, the number of trips increasing by 15 

per cent over the same months of the previous year. The 

paper quotes the Herald of Asia (Japanese) as giving the 
following figures for China’s imports from Japan:(1)

Article

(1) Probably the figures are for Japanese exports to 
China.
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Decrease Sept. 
over Mav in %Article May June Sept.

Cotton yarn (piculs).. 12,470 3,099 3,954 68.3
Paper (piculs)............... 21,097 7,956 7,450 64.6
Cotton cloth (yards).. 867,000 356,000 167,000 80.7

Umbrellas......................... 343,000 49,000 6,000 97.9
Canvas bags..................... 1,378,000 474,000 456,000 66.9

Matches (gross)............. 499,000 115,000 269,000 46.1

Average loss in percentage... 70.75

It then states, (presumably still quoting the Herald of Asia) 

the following figures of the decrease of the principal Japanese 

exports to China between June and August, 1919:

Japanese goods
Decrease 

percentage Japanese goods
decrease 

percentage

Toys# 90 Hatb and cape ♦ 30

Patent medicines.... 70 Fans...................................... . 20

Looking glasses......... 80 Cotton hosiery................. . 50

Earthenware..••••••• 60 Cotton tissues. . 30

Soap (mostly toilet) 70 Satin (silk and cotton) . 40

Average percentage................. 54

The boycott of 1923 is said to have reduced imports of Japanese 

goods by one-third; whereas every steamer formerly brought 17,000 

pieces of grocery goods, it is now only about 5,000. The Christian

Science
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Science Monitor of August 16, 1923, states that total

Japanese exports to China in May, 1922, were 30,900,000

yen but in May, 1923, only 19,000,000 yen, and that

exports to central China had fallen off by one-half.

In regard to the boycott of 1925, Sokolsky says:

"No British goods could be sold publicly 
anywhere in China except perhaps Manchuria. 
Chinese would have no personal intercourse 
with individual Britons. Even servants left 
their posts. British trade with China dropped 
to a normal figure." (New York Times Magazine, 
November 8, 1931.)

The loss to British trade has been put at Mex.$1,000,000 

per day during the sharpest part of the boycott.

Odagiri states that the Japanese exports to China

fell off by 20 per cent in June to December, 1928, as 

compared with the same months of the previous year (Problems 

of the Pacific, 1929, pages 377-379). The China Weekly

Review (March 16, 1929) gives the following figures for 
imports into Shanghai^-*-) for the five months ended

November 30, 1928, compared with the same period of 1927:

Imports of cotton cloth from Japan fell off 15 per

cent while British cloth increased 75 per cent and 

imports from the United States and Germany much more, 

the percentages in the latter three cases being reckoned

on

(1) Imports into Shanghai in 1928 were 45.5 per cent of 
China’s total imports. Imports into Tientsin were 9.3 
per cent.
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on much smaller bases. Imports of woolen, union and 

artificial silk goods from Japan fell 90 per cent while 

imports from England and Germany quadrupled. Imports of 

sugar decreased 97 per cent but imports from Java 

increased 30 per cent and from Singapore 48 per cent. 

Maritime products lost about 70 per cent but imports from 

other countries also fell by 30 per cent. Aniline dyes lost 

about 50 per cent and other Japanese dyes about 20 per cent, 

while rival products gained decisively. On the other hand, 

imports of Japanese printing paper increased markedly 

and in much greater percentage than that for the increase 

from other sources. In heavy chemicals, imports from 

Japan increased while similar goods from other sources 

decreased by 30 per cent.

In Tientsin imports of Japanese cotton tissues during 

the October-December quarter, 1928, were 40,000 pieces 

as compared with 62,000 pieces in the same quarter of the 

previous year while cotton, yarn totalled only 745 pieces 

as compared with 14,700 pieces in the corresponding 

quarter for 1927.

On the other hand, when not complaining bitterly 

of the Ohinese boycotts, the Japanese make the argument 

that they are totally ineffective and unimportant.
For
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Fox instance, the Chinese Economic Journal of August, 
1930, quotes from a Mr. Tabe the moniky figures of Japanese 

exports to China for 1926, 1927 and 1928. These, however 
are total figures including exports to Kwantung, The 

one striking decrease in 1928 as compared to 1927 is 

for June, the figures being nearly 41,000,000 yen and 
33,500,000 yen. Similarly, George Bronson Rea in the 
Far Eastern Review for December, 1929, argues that 

Japan is no longer dependent upon China as an export 

market since Japanese exports to China have decreased 

from 45 per cent of her total exports in 1920 to 

23 per cent of the total, and that the boycott affects 

only 3 per cent of Japan’s total trade (presumably 
meaning 3 per cent of total foreign trade).

In regard to the 1931 boycott, the Consul at 

Shanghai has sent in a clipping from the Japanese 

Chronicle, October 22, 1931, which quotes the Japanese 

Consul General in Shanghai as saying all merchants 

except retailers who are patronized exclusively by 

Japanese residents are unable to carry on business and 

many small merchants have had either to reduce their 
business or close their shops altogether. Japanese 
spinning mills are still going but they are shipping about 

20 per cent of their output to other markets and 80 per 

cent
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cent is kept in stock. They may not he able to continue 

production after the end of November. Cotton yarn, cotton 

cloth, sugar, paper, and sundry goods shipped from Japan 

do not move at all. Coal and chemicals have so far not 

been affected muck by the byocott. Wheat bran, rape seed, 

cotton seed cake and similar Chinese products find buyers 

only in Japan but threatened by the Anti-Japanese Society, 

suppliers are not approaching their Japanese customers. 

Japanese bankers and steamship companies are experiencing 

much inconvenience by the resignation of Chinese enqployees 

particularly compradores. The Nisshin Kisen Kaisha has 

been obliged to suspend some of its regular lines owing 

to the sharp decrease in passengers and cargoes.

POLITICAL EFFECTS OF BOYCOTTS

It is evident that the Japanese complaints of Chinese 

boycotts, such as that by Odagiri at the Institute of 

Pacific Relations, report the real attitude of the 

Japanese toward boycotts. Japanese exporters to China 

are naturally alarmed by a falling off in exports to 

Shanghai, even though the increase of exports to 

Manchuria may bring the total figures for the year up 

to what they had been in the previous year. Even if 

the statement be true that the Chinese boycott affects

only
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only 3 per cent of Japanese exports, it is evident that

the losers of this 3 per cent make their voices heard

in Japan. The extent, however, to which Chinese boycotts

have affected the policies of the countries against 

which they have been directed must be left for the 

determination of students of politics.

EA:BBW:LEW
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Chinese boycotts mean much less than a complete
CL
CT)

cessation of imports from the offending country. Their

greatest intensities are local and temporary.

The results of boycotts on trade can be determined 
only roughly.

The anti-British boycott in 1925 resulted in °1 **l
------ ------------- - fl 

reducing the percentage of imports from Great Britain a
» 0 

from 12.1% of the total in 1924 to 9.6% of the total —* 

in 1925. If Great Britain and Hong Kong be considered 
together, the decrease is from 35.6% to 27.8% in 1924-1925 

and to 20% in 1926.

Anti-Japanese boycotts seem to be ineffective in

Manchuria,

1931.fi
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Herewith a memorandum on Chinese boyootts^prepared 

by the Economic Adviser’s Office.

The object of the study was to discover, if possible, 

how effective are Chinese boycotts, especially boycotts

against the Japanese.
The memorandum arrives at or suggests conclusions 

as follows : <£
(n

One experienced observer (Sokolsky) states that *
co

more than one hundred million Chinese may take part in 
a boycott. W

Chinese boycotts mean much less than a complete

cessation of imports from the offending country. Their 

greatest intensities are local and temporary.

The results of boycotts on trade can be determined 

only roughly. r-.
m

The anti-British boycott in 1925 resulted in ” 

reducing the percentage of imports from Great Britain . fa
co Ü 

from 12.1$ of the total in 1924 to 9.6$ of the total
in 1925. If Great Britain and Hong Kong be considered 

together, the decrease is from 35.6$ to 27.8$ in 1924-1925 

and to 20$ in 1926.

Anti-Japanese boycotts seem to be ineffective in 

Manchuria.
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Manchuria*

The anti-Japanese boycott of 1908 caused a falling 

off of 20$ of the importation of the chief Japanese 

products. The loss to Japan in 1909 and 1910 was not 

less than fifty million yen.

The anti-Japanese boycott of 1919 was an important 

cause in a decline of imports from Japan from 41.35$ 

of the total in 1918 to 22.55$ in 1921. This boycott 

had a decisive effect on Japanese shipping on the 

Yangtze River. In 1918 the boats of the China Merchants 

Steam Navigation Company averaged 264 tons of freight per 

trip and the boats of the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha averaged 

154 tons. In the first five months of 1919 the Japanese 

line averaged per trip 103 tons, but for the next five 

months the average was only 4.4 tons per trip. Six of 

China’s leading imports from Japan showed an average loss 

of 70.75$ in the month of September as compared with the 

month of May.

The anti-Japanese boycott of 1923 is said to 

have reduced importation of Japanese goods by one-third.

The anti-Japanese boycott of 1928 is said to have 

resulted in Japanese exports to China falling off by 

20$ from June to December, 1928, as compared with the 

same months of the previous year.
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In regard, to the 1931 anti-Japanese boycott, the 

Consul General at Shanghai has sent in a clipping from 

the Japan Chronicle, October 22, 1931, which quotes the 
Japanese Consul General in Shanghai as saying that 

merchants (except retailers who are patronized, exclusively 

by Japanese residents) are not able to carry on business 

and that many small merchants dealing in Japanese goods 

have had either to reduce their business or to close their 
shops altogether. Japanese spinning mills are still 

running but they are shipping about 20$ of their output 

to other markets and are keeping 80$ in stock. They may 

not be able to continue production after the end of 

November. Cotton yarn, cotton cloth, sugar, paper 

and sundry goods shipped from Japan do not move at all. 

Coal and chemicals have so far not been affected much 

by the boycott. Wheat bran, rape seed, cotton seed cake 

and similar Chinese products find buyers only in Japan but, 

threatened by the Anti-Japanese Society, suppliers are 

not approaching their Japanese customers. Japanese 

bankers and steamship companies are experiencing much 

inconvenience by the resignation of Chinese employees, 

particularly compradores. The Nisshin Kisen Kaisha has 

been obliged to suspend some of its regular schedules.

MMH/VDM
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FROM AMBASSADOR DAWS.

2 p.m

From

League’s activities

%;;
19

Sweetser’s report on the

Rec’d"l-2:30

yesterday afternoon is as follows:

’’The draft resolution was amended this afternoon

in the light of this morning's discussion (see

telegrams 784/, November 23, 4 p.m., and 79(/November

23, midnight) to cover two points. First, the com

mission’s relationship to the control of the military

activities of the two parties was clarified with the

thought that the Commission can report on those

activities but could not give orders to the troops of

either country, especially if the Japanese, for in

stance, thought it necessary to take action against

bandits. Second. The amendment proposed by Simon

on the point raised by Madariaga, Colban and Fotitch,

as an additional paragraph making it clear beyond

dispute that the constitution of the Commissiori

should not be interpreted as any justification for

delaying evacuation.

Immediately
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ME 2- #7E1 from Paris, Nov.24, 1931

Immediately after thé Secretary General had an 

hour's interview Sze in which he ^es^t^ this reso

lution. He urged that it was very much in China's 

interest to accept it and stated afterwards that he 

tried every possible argument even to asking what 

alternative the Chinese saw to it. Sze however was 

adamant saying that his instructions permitted of no 

choice that China could not accept the commission 

unless accompanied by a time limit for the evacuation. 

Finally,, however, he agreed to telegraph the text to 

his Government though without hope of its acceptance.

(End section one)

SHAW

WSB
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Secretary of State,

Washington.

791, November 24, 2 p.m.

(Section two.)

Sze then had a long interview with Briand who 

similarly urged the acceptance of the resolution in 

China’s own interest. Ho pointed out that the creation 

of the Commission would in fact constitute the beginning 

of an effective international interest in Manchuria 

and the completion in actual practice of the control 

foreseen in principle at the Washington Conference.

He thought that this would constitute a great forward 

step for China in the handling of the Manchurian 

problem.

Simon also had a long talk with Sze in which he 

presented much the same arguments. It is understood, 

however, that he is himself not so hopeful of an 

agreed solution and is contemplating what kind of a 

statement should be made in case of a disagreement.

Under the circumstances, with the Chinese 

answer not yet finally received it was felt better 

for
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Iff 2-#791 from Paris, Nov.24, 1931 
(Section two)

forJBriand not to present the draft resolution for

mally to the Japanese. Accordingly the only step 

that was taken in this connection was for Drummond to 

transmit it informally and unofficially. It is felt 

at the moment that should the Chinese finally refuse 

it would not be best to put it to a public meeting 

and put them in the position of having to vote against 

the other members of the Council. The present temper 

of the members of the Council would seem to be to make 

every effort to get the Chinese to agree to a propo

sition which is genuinely felt to be in their long 

range interest but, if they do not or for internal 

reasons cannot see it in that way, not to put them 

in the position of voting alone against a suggestion 

j advocated by the rest of the Council." (End message.)

SHAW

WSB
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Rec* d 2:50 p.m

November 24, midnight

From

ment m Stats

Dated. November 24, 1931

NOV 24 1931

In view of alarming reports current as to

imminent Japanese action at Chinchow Dr. Wellington

Koo, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has this

evening told me and my British and French colleagues

that his Government wished to sound our Governments

F/D
EW 

' 
793.94/2863

out and if feasible make a formal proposition along

following lines:
ce

° In order to avoid any clash China is prepared 0 
§ 

as a temporary measure pending a general settlement

of the Manchuria question, if Japan insists on with

drawal of troops in the Chinchow area to do so up to 

Shanhaikwan, provided, Japan gives guarantees satis

factory to Great Britain, the United States and France, 

not to go into that zone leaving the Chinese civil

administration
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administration intact including police". 

! In view of critical situation we undertook to 

commend this to our respective Governments and to ask 

for a speedy reply.

Repeated to Tokyo for information.

JOHNSON

WSB



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By O. NARS. Date

1—188
PREPARING OFFICE 

WILL INDICATE WHETHER

Collect
Charge Department

Charge to 
$

Tele&HaiS^J&it

Heparftitéiitnf
*' ' ( .. £ s '

Washington,

AMERICAN EMBASSY
N0V25 51

ate

November

TO BE TRANSMITTED 

CONFIDENTIAL CODE

NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE 

PLAIN

25, 1931

PARIS (FRANCE)

The

dated

DAVIES. '
,egram\from Minister Johnson ^t Nanking

Is repeated for your information

QUOTE

(Telegraph Roofn: Quote text of Nanking’s 
November 24/ midnight, hereto attached.)

% UNQUOTE

I am t ep lying Ï [

quote]
(Telegraph Room: Quote text of Department’s 
instruction to American Consul, Nanking, 
No. 120,/November 25, 4 p. m. hereto attached.)

/ UNQUOTE

jrg.BSMî-SMU

Enciphered by__________________

Sent by operator__________
u s. government printing omen: iw» 1—183



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or 
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 K '
By 0- NARS, Date

Telegram Sfetofrpreparing office
WILL INDICATE WHETHER

Collect
Charge Department

OR

Charge to | i
? L<Zh7

1—138

ate
‘. 'iVashington,

TO BE TRANSMITTED 

CONFIDENTIAL CODE 

NONCONFIDENTlAL CODE 

PLAIN

A
AMERICAN CONSUL

November , 1931

31
NANKING (China)

URGENT

CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE MINISTER./ , ». 
-------------------

Replying to your November 24/ midnight.
As *Dr.' Kot/ states’the1 objective’QUOTE 'in order to1 avoid 

/ I __ I I __/ I I
any clash UNQUOTE, I feel that, QUOTE'as a temporary measure 
pending a ^general*' statement of/ the'Manchuria Jquestioil UNQUOTE,' 

the Chinese Government^ would be'well advised’to withdraw'its 

troops/on its own'initiative, to 'shadhaikwan.' The situation’ 

is’undoubtedly'very delicate/ As long as Chinese troops 1 
remain at/chinéhow, there is'the possibility'of a clash'and 

of/ensuing'conflict'which would'aggravate'the situation'and '

793.94/2863

I I I / I
probably result in additional loss of life and forced with
drawal of^ the Chinese'forces J I feel that/it would be'a’ 

sound'preventive'measure'for the ’Chinese Government^to with

draw / these/forces'at once.' I/offer'this ^not as 'formal 'advice ’
l ' 1 1 / Ibut as1 a friendly suggestion7made solely in answer to the 

question'put to'me/by'Dr.' Koo/

With regard to 4he question of^guarantees/ there is not 

time to/enter into‘and attempt to consummate'negotiations |

Enciphered by-----------------------------

Sent by operator--------------- M.,------------------

Index Bu.—No. 50.
U 8. OOVKRNMSWT WIWTW6 omci: 1M» 1—188
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PLAIN

g Washington,

Brparf nwnt nf

I I /which might be necessary. The question of Japan’s occupation 
of'South Manchuria'is going to’have to be 'dealt with'in its’ 

entirety 'and upon’its ^merits/on the basis'both of'facts^and 
of’law/ that is/ of'treaty obligations? The whole world'is ' 

solicitously interested id the problem^'presented'and is 

struggling with ’the question of solution. ' Nothing can as 

yet'be’ guaranteed'except 'that'every possible effort to 

prevent/war and to make'possible'a solution by'peaceful 

means’will continue 'to be made. ’

You should’take 'this' up'with Dr.'Koo immediately, * 

orally and'informally? exercising'utmost'tact’and discretion.

NOV 2g,

FE:SKH/ZMF FE
Enciphered by___________________

Sent by operator__________M.f------------------ 19-----,-----------------------------

Index Bu.—No. 60. 0 e. oovKnNunvr rnorrwo ormi: in* 1—188
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J

(V

Department d State

792, November 24, 3 p.m

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES.

I have communicated to Sze the substance of your

589, November 23, 6 p.m. He is wiring his Government

stating your attitude as explained by me in the follow-

ing words: (SPECIAL GREEN)

"We have been given to understand by Ambassador

793.94/2864

Dawes that the attitude the United States at this m

juncture with particular reference to the proposal of
so

a commission of inquiry is this. The United States co t

is inclined to welcome the fundamental idea of the

League draft resolution as embodying a very important

principle of future utility. If such a principle is

now laid down it would be the first time that the

underlying idea of conciliation treaties known to

the Western World has been recognized in international

relations in the Far East

In
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In essence the proposal contemplates a neutral 

Commission which would lay the basis for ultimate 

negotiations between the interested parties themselves 

leading to an adjustment of all their differences and 

the establishment of permanent peace between them. 

In this sense the resolution is commendable.

Construing the resolution by its four corners 

and referring particularly to the reaffirmation of 

the Council’s previous resolution of September 30, 

it means (first) the cessation of hostilities and 

(second) the withdrawal of the Japanese forces as 

speedily as possible. When the Commission of inquiry 

reports or possibly at any time the ground would be 

prepared for negotiations between the two parties. 

There would be a better chance for successful ne

gotiations in the light of the report of the com

mittee on inquiry than without it. It is believed 

in these circumstances the element of military 

pressure leading to the imposition of unfair terms 

would be less operative. On the whole the resolution 

is regarded as perhaps the most effective solution 

that can be practically arrived at in present cir

cumstances; and carries with it a great presumption 

in its favor so as to involve serious responsibility
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KP ___ 3-^792 from Paris, Nov.24, 1931

- ^5-

From 
in its rejection.

With regard to the counter-proposal of China 

the United States unhesitatingly states that even 

from the point of view of China’s own—it is not 

considered that this proposal is as effective as the 

one which in substance has been reached by the Council. 

Moreover, several provisions in the counter-proposal 

strike the United States as entirely impracticable." 

(END SECTION ONE)

SHAW

WSB

(ÿ) apparent omission
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Secretary of State, 

Washington

792, November 24, 3 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

Sze in addition asks his Government whether in 

view of this attitude of the United States, it desires 

to change its instructions to him to file his former 

proposal which has been transmitted to you by Johnson. 

He also recommends to his Government that in case it 

still desires him to file this former proposal the 

references to the United States be eliminated. When 

his Government answers him he says he will inform me.

He wanted me to say to you in regard to •fehis 

sentence in your telegram "the ultimate solution of 

this problem must be arrived at by negotiations 

between the two nations concerned"; that in his 

judgment there could be no ultimate solution unless 

these negotiations between the two nations were 

conducted with neutral observers present as at the 

Shantung conversations at the Washington Conference.

I now
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I now interpolate report of what I have done in 

connection with a call of Sweetser who arrived during 

the preparation of this despatch and in the next 

section of the despatch will indicate the reasons 

for the message I have sent to Briand. Sweetser 

stated that Briand before the Council this morning 

suggested that it would be a useful contribution if 

the United States would let its attitude on the draft 

proposal be known and, if it approved it would so 

inform the Chinese and the Japanese. Briand also 

stated that he hesitated to ask the American 

representative to visit him until they had something 

decided and that the best course perhaps would be 

for Drummond to try and see him this afternoon to 

ascertain if he were able to (END SECTION TWO)

SHAW

HPD
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to offer any assistance or cooperation at this decisive 

moment. I then sent by Sweetser the following suggestions 

to Bri^nd confidentially:

(GREEN) "One. The United States is active with 

the parties.

Two. Will gladly come to see Briand when answer 

to Sze’s despatch is received by the Council which 

will be some time tomorrow. Parenthetically, Sze 

has informed the League that he has sent cables to 

his Government on the situation to which he expects 

an answer tomorrow.

Three. Mr. Dawes feels that the United States 

(END GREEN) cannot express any opinion on Council’s 

negotiations until at least the text of the resolution 

is published" ,

In your 589, you say, "after you have discussed

the above
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the above with Dr. Sze and. have obtained, his reaction 

to it you may, in your discretion, tell M. Briand 

that we have considered the proposal of the Council, 

etc".. I regard it as absolutely essential, as 

suggested in your telephone message, that no public 

reference be made to the cooperative attitude and 

action of the United States in this matter until 

the proposed resolution of the League be published. 

Under the normal procedure of the League the resolution 

cannot be valid until presented at a meeting of the 

Council and there agreed to by China and Japan.. If 

I tell Briand about our demands and action before 

the publication of the resolution, despite anything 

I might say, he inevitably would use the information 

in his continuing efforts to bring Japan and China 

together, which can not be effective unless your 

messages to them from Washington have changed/ ----------- —

SHAW

G-W-HPD
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Rec’d 4:20 p.m.

I EASEEBS BEE, 
NOV 25 |S3I

Department of Stat»

n

I

792, November 24, 3 p.m, (SECTION FOUR)

ch anged their former attitude as expressed by them to X/

Briand. This fact, with the entire absence of effective (X

protection from publicity in League confidential meetings, 4^
might then mean that the United States would be 

represented by the press as engaging in the discussions 

of plans with the League for the application of League 

machinery. Again, I want to be sure that the Council, 

in connection with the presentation of this particular 

resolution is agreed between themselves, Briand is 

standing for the continuance of conciliatory negotiations 

with the Chinese and Japanese while Simon stands for the 

League to close the whole thing at a public meeting 

this week for which I understand he is preparing a 

statement. If, therefore, the attitude and action on 

the part of the United States becomes public before the 

publication of an agreed upon resolution it might be 

represented
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represented as not only participating in a question 

involving the application of the League machinery but 

taking a position on the matter of applicability which 

is not yet agreed upon even among the members of the 

Council.

Now that some time will elapse before we hear 

from China in answer to Sze’s telegram, what is running 

in my mind at the moment is this: it may be that Briand 

as Chairman of the Council, can give to the press, well 

in advance of the time of the public Council meeting 

the text of the agreed upon resolution which he would 

present for consideration and, if so, you or I, as you 

decide, could then make a statement of the favorable 

(END SECTION FOUR)

USB

SHAW
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Secretary of State, 

Washington.

792, November 24, 3 p.m. (SECTION FIVE) 

favorable attitude of the United States in principle 

toward the method recommended in the resolution. 

On the other hand I reflect that it is possible that 

the Japanese will not stop their march on Chinchew or 

withdraw from Tsitsihar, also pgjrblematical whether 

Japan will agree with the resolution, also possible, 

as Sze says, that if his Government agrees it will 

fall and chaos will result in China and therefore 

possible that by tomorrow the negotiations of the 

League will have gone for naught and its further 

deliberations have ceased to be of immediate practical 

interest to the world. Should we in this/eveirc- after 

independently having done everything possible by 

positive act and attitude to bring about success in 

its negotiations publicly advertise our partici pation 

in its failure thus tending to lessen the prestige 

arising out of our independent position? Inasmuch as

we have at least until tomorrow morning to consider 

this question please give me your comments.
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If I do not receive them I shall as your telegram 

suggests use my discretion. My inclination, subject 

to changes which occur from hour to hour in this 

situation and unless otherwise instructed by you, is 

at present to let this matter of publication of the 

nature of our cooperation with the League rest in 

abeyance until Sze receives his reply.

I shall wire you at once when it is decided 

whether or not the Council resolution will be published. 

I assume that if published you yourself from Washington 

will make the statement of the attitude of the United 

States toward it or in the event you desire me to 

make the statement you will give me suggestions in 

connection therewith. (END MESSAGE)

WSB

SHAW
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midnight

AMEMBASSY

PARIS

CONFIDENTIAL FOR DAWES7? «H
Your 792/ November 24,

FROM STIMSON,

3 P. nu
One. As bearing on your problem have just received 

! 1 I i I !Tokyo. Shidehara together withfavorable news from

Minister of War and Chief of Staff agree that there shall

793.94/2864

be no hostile operations towards Chinohow and have issued

Initialed for:

W.T.B.

W.T.B.

T.A.

T.A.

T.A.-L.

C.-A

D.C.

orders to that effect. Also agrees

prohibiting hostilities'provided it
( 1permit protection against marauding

to clause in draft

is so worded as to

bandits. Asserts

remainder of troops will remain in Tsitsihar only for*

the few days necessary to succor wounded and pick up dead.
/ / . / 1

Therefore there seems now no substantial likelihood of

Japanese opposition to Council proposal

Two.
[Nothing but address and text of message to be written within the marginal lines. All stamps and numbers to be placed in 1 

space below.]

Enciphered by

Sent by operator --
Index Bit—No. 50.

M., .191 ,
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Two. When

department of State
Washington,

I 1el circumstances I am a little afraid

I think/Briand/is entitle*

Initialed for:

W.T.B__________

W.T.B.________

T.A_____________

T.A_____________

T.A.-L__________

C.-A........ ... ..........

D-C................ .

-2-
this^proposal ^is compared with^ Chinese/ 

counter proposal!the only!really irreconcilable/elements / 

off latter^ are I (one) / the timej limit j|for^withdrawal  ̂and 

(two){conference of/the powers^as proposed^ both of /whiol/ 

seem) impossible/ 
f ?

Three. Under thes
oi^j too much/ finesse!on our part< 

to know/our favorable^ reaction/to his^proposatf in order to^ 

h^l^get I it * th rou ghj . s ' kave (published/ !

/ burshoulci be willing tojtake the) chance of;leakage) rather ■ 
than jrisk^ Briand  ̂failing y for lack o^/our^help^ In fact/ 

I have al ready j crossed It he bridge Ibeoause^ just befor^ your/ , 

cable ar rived j Claudelj called and^ rea<^ digest^of the} 

proposal) and asked/whether I/approved,/ and I told him) that
) \ | \ \ * I "

I^did |uid had! oabledl you |to that effect^ In casej the 
proposal|fails pjy reason of^ Chin< 

I think^ it will bel comparatively 

where itlreally* belongs and avo:

responsibility/^ 

our government.
I had

[Nothing but address and text of message to be written within the marginal lines. All stamps and numbers to be placed in 
space below.]

Enciphered by ----------------------- ---------------

Sent by operator---------------------- M.,_______________ 191 ------------------------ -----------------

Ihdex Bu.—No. 50. ’~gl3
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Initialed for:

W.T.B.--------

W.T.B._____

T.A___ ____

T.A___ _____

T.A.-L----------

C.-A________

D.C.________

Telegram Sent

Department of State
Washington,

-3-
I had father (have ]thel publid feel tha1/an<ho ne st proposal / 

of [conciliation "|lke|this] one/had^ failed inv spite of our/ 

active/assistance than for lack ofsuch^ assistance and the! 

respons ibility'would be\all the/heavier\n the ^disputant / 

who had* caused the^ failure, r I have ^/today/in confidence] 

already ! educated/the headers of our)press On the subject» 

and think that they/ would help Jas they\have yniformly\done 1 

thus far#

Four. Under these circumstances ÿou may|goahead/and 

act In your! fbll/discretion/ Try to<get èriand/to keep| 

our Approval Confidential runtil he^ has reoeivedfsie’i reply) 

and has been’able to! decide whether ithe matter bhall be I 

put to] a vote^Ln the^Council* [When you/know what^that^ 

decision isr “you wiljf know whether/ our position Should be 

mad©" public*

STIMSON

S

[Nothing but address and text of message to be written within the marginal lines. All stamps and numbers to be placed m 
space below.]

Enciphered by _....... -..................-.....................

Sent by operator M.,---------------------- 191 .................... ........................ ...........

Index Bu.—No. 60.
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November 21, 1931

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY STIMSON 
AND THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR. MR. KAT8UJI DEBUCHI.

Manchuria.

The Japanese Ambassador asked for an interview to 

communicate some very important matters from his 

government. When he came he told me that he had com

municated to Baron Shidehara the message which I had sent 

the other day, in which I had summed up the situation 

as it existed after the capture of Tsitsihar, and that he 

had notified Shidehara that I must now reserve full 

freedom to publish every step that had been taken. The 

Ambassador said that he was now instructed urgently by 

Baron Shidehara to notify me of the following things;

One. That the Japanese Government was doing its 

utmost to conform to all of the friendly suggestions gi 

which had been made throughout this Manchurian matter co 
p O'» 

by the American Government. U» >.
Œ 
2=

Two. That it was firmly determined to withdraw from 

the Tsitsihar region as soon as possible, and the Ambassador 

told me he had received in confirmation of this a direct 

message himself from the Consul at Cheng Chia Tun that 

two battalions of infantry and one company of artillery

FK 793.94/2865

already
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already had passed through there on their return from 

Tsitsihar.

Three. That General Honjo had been strictly instructed 

not to interfere with the civil government of Tsitsihar, 

and that the Assistant Chief of Staff of the Japanese Army, 

who was a very important personage, had been sent from 

Tokyo to hold General Honjo in check and had already 

arrived this morning at Mukden.

Four. That Baron Shidehara had instructed the 

Ambassador to say that the Japanese Government will 

strictly adhere to the outline of its Manchurian policy 

as stated in the memorandum which the Ambassador had 

handed to me on November 9th in answer to my memorandum 

of November 5th, and that I could rely upon its doing 

this no matter what news to the contrary I might receive 

from Paris. (This last remark related to the statement 

which Yoshizawa had made in Paris two days ago, 

about which I had reported to Debuohi for Shidehara on 

November 19th.)

The Ambassador then went on to report to me what he ' 

himself had learned from Paris, saying that he did this 

without the instruction of his government, but that he 

was in constant communication with Paris and that constant

communications
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communications were passing between Paris and. Tokyo. 

He asked me if I had heard of the proposals before the 

League which had come through Matsudaira. I told him 

that General Dawes had informed me several days ago 

of a proposal which Matsudaira had suggested, which 

seemed to me entirely unsatisfactory. I said that this 

proposal in substance was that Japan and China, without 

even the presence of any neutral observers, should 

negotiate the various matters concerning evacuation and 

concerning the treaties or, in other words, matters in 

which Japan was on the defensive before the world, 

while at the same time he had proposed that a neutral 

commission should investigate the matters between China 

and Japan of alleged grievances against Japan where 

China was on the defensive. I said that, in other words 

Japan was unwilling to submit to neutral opinion even 

in the shape of observers in matters in which she was 

the defendant, while she was all ready to consent to 

a neutral investigation of matters in which China was 

the defendant, and that this, in my opinion, would not 

do at all or meet the proposition for which I had contended

The Ambassador replied that I must have been entirely 

misinformed. He asked me if I had not heard of the

proposals
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proposals yesterday. I said that I had heard of them 

only through the press. The Ambassador said that Japan 

now had offered to the League to consent to a neutral 

commission to go to China, including Manchuria, to 

investigate all matters which were in controversy 

between China and Japan. I asked him whether by this 

he included all of the controversies which we had been 

discussing relating to the evacuation and to the treaties, 

and he said yes. He said that they only wished to have 

a high-class oommission composed of men of standing in 

the world; that in September when the League proposed 

a commission of military attaches they had naturally 

objected, but now they were in favor of a neutral 

commission provided it was of high class and they did 

not even insist that Japan and China should be represented 

on it. He said they at first proposed that, but the 

League had replied that that might prevent unanimity 

in its recommendations. He said that therefore they 

would be perfectly satisfied to have the Japanese and 

Chinese representatives go as adjuncts. I asked him 

point blank whether the Japanese Army authorities had 

been consulted. He replied that they had and had 

consented, and that steps were being taken to prepare
public
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public opinion to agree to the step. He said that 

Japan hoped to save its face by escaping the provisions 

of the League Resolution of October 34.

The Ambassador then went on to say that an armistice 

had been suggested, but that Japan had refused it because 

it would seem that that would admit a technical state of 

war. I told him I did not think that was a necessary 

inference. I said that both China and Japan could agree 

to a suspension of hostile acts by either government 

against the other or its nationals without, in my opinion, 

admitting a state of war. I told him that if he wished 

to communicate with Shidehara, he could tell Shidehara 

that I thought the Japanese proposal of a neutral 

investigation into all these matters was a long step 

forward by Japan in the direction of bringing itself 

into alignment with the methods and opinion of the Western 

world, and I reminded the Ambassador that two years ago, 

in the case of the controversy between China and Russia, 

he had told me how Oriental opinion was invariably 

opposed to neutral investigation and insisted upon direct 

negotiation. I told him in the second place that he 

might inform Shidehara I thought that unless a suspension 

of hostilities was agreed to, the proposal for an

investigation
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investigation would be greatly marred and would fail 
to enlist the sympathy of the public opinion of the 

world, which it otherwise would. He said he would 

report my views to Shidehara at once.

HLS.

S HLS:HHR
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DcPArfTlOTOFsîAÏE
■n

o 
m

Washington, D. 0.
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794, November 24, 6 p.m.

FROM AlffiASSADOR DAWES

Sze informs me this evening that a telegram from 

his government received here at 2:30 p.m. today and 

presumably sent before the receipt of any information 

concerning American attitude on Council resolution lays 

down the following minimum conditions;

793.94/2866

One. Immediate cessation of hostilities by Japan,

Two. Withdrawal Japanese troops'within some short 

definite period. -y

Three. Supervision of evacuation by the Commission
So of Inquiry or neutral observers.

The foregoing condition declared to be essential 

otherwise Commission of Inquiry absolutely unacceptable.

His government also suggests that if scope of commissions 

inquiry is extended to China as well as Manchuria it 

might also be extended to Japan and Korea.

SHAW

CSB
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^lælCAN CONSULAR SERVICE

{’lean Consulate General 
Nanking, China,

October 21, 1931.

Subject: Sino-Japanese Controversy in Manchuria - 
Foreign Office News Releases.

The Honorable

The Secretary of State, 

Washington.

Sir:

Referring to my despatch D-117, of October 9, 1931, 

I have the honor to enclose herewith additional transla

tions of news releases made by the Chinese Foreign Offi

D
EC 3 

1931

bearing on the Sino-Iapanese controversy in Manchuria. 

They are thirteen in number, ranging in date from 

September 27 to October 18, 1931. It will be noted that 

they bear the caption ’’Unofficial”, by which the Foreign 

Office intimates that it does not assume full responsibi

lity for the dependability of the release.

Respectfully yours,

Peck, 
American Consul General.

Enclosures:
Translations of Chinese
Foreign Office News
Releases:

Sept.27-2 Oct. 7-1
28-1 10-3
29-1 15-4

18-1
In quintuplicate to the Department 
In duplicate to the Legation at Peiping.
800
WRP-T
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^rican Consulate General 

Nanking, China,

October 21, 1931.

*4 
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Subject: Sino-Japanese Controversy in Manchuria - W 
Foreign Office News Releases. •

The Honorable

The Secretary of State, 

Washington.

Sir:

Referring to my despatch D-117, of October 9, 1931, 

I have the honor to enclose herewith additional transla

tions of news releases made by the Chinese Foreign Officio 
w 

bearing on the Sino-Japanese controversy in Manchuria.
co 

They are thirteen in number, ranging in date from «

September 27 to October 18, 1931. It will be noted that

they bear the caption ’’Unofficial'’, by which the Foreign * 
Office intimates that it does not assume full responsibi- | 

lity for the dependability of the release. :

Respectfully yours,

Willy^R. Peck, 
American Consul General.

Enclosures:
Translations of Chinese
Foreign Office News
Releases:

Sept.27-2 Oct. 7-1 
28-1 10-3

29-1 15-4
18-1

In quintuplicate to the Department 
In duplicate to the Legation at Peiping. 
800
WP-T
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Press Release Issued by the Chinese’

Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Sept. 27, 1931.

AMERTOAN AUTHORITIES CONSIDER THE

MANCHURIAN AFFAIRS JILL DRAG ALONG.

According to the KUO MIN NEWS AGENCY, the American 

authorities firmly believe that the Manchurian incident 

will drag along and that the withdrawal of the Japanese 

troops is possible but sone will still stay at important

places, until a settlement is made. The United States 

Foreign Office is continuing to study treaties in order 

to meet the situation.
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Press Release Issued by the LChiùeèeyMinistry

for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) September 27,1931,

SOVIET PRESS CONSIDERS JAPAN’S Il.VADING 

Z.AITCHURIA ’TILL CAUSE IRTERÎTATIOEAL CŒ'ELICT

Moscow, Sept.25.—After Japan’s invasion into the Chinese 

Eastern Provinces, the various Soviet Parties and. political 

newspapers have frequently made comments on the matter. An 

abstract of them is given as follows:

"Japanese imperialists have made preparations for 

several years for military activities in Manchuria. 

The case is not at all accidental. The various Powers 

are competing for their own privileges. The Soviet 

people should, therefore, closely watch the developments 

of the case. It is a great mistake if one only studies 

the situation by confining his consideration to Sino- 

Japanese relations. Since Japan has decided to seize 

the best 'part of entire Manchuria, one cannot help 

feeling the serious condition of China’s foreign rela

tions. The various Powers will, for their own benefit, 

oppose Japan’s continued invasion into Manchuria. The 

ambition of the imperialists with regard to China has 

grown as a result of their financial distress. As to 

the Japanese imperialists, they desire to (1) have China 

give up competition in the construction of railroads
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and allow Japan the sole right of construction, (2) 

confirm the right of merchants to hold leases, and (3) 

make Manchuria independent and separate from China. 

Therefore, Japan’s present action is designed to acquire 

the sole control of Manchuria.”
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Press Release Issued by the Chinese 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Sept.28,1931.

NORWEGIAN AMD DUTCH DELEGATES 

ATTACK THE LEAGUE

Geneva, Sept.27.—During the debate on the international 

agreements for the suppression of war at the League today, 

the Norwegian and Dutch delegates violently attacked the 

League’s policy in adjusting the Sino-Japanese affar. The 

Norwegian delegate said that the existing international 

treaties were weaker than mere drafts, and that there was 

no use making new treaties only to be disregarded by the 

treaty non-observors at the critical moment. The Norwegian 

representative, in mentioning the Sino-Japanese incident, 

also spoke of the League’s policy as self-destruction—at 

least a heavy blow to its own existence. The confidence of 

the world in the League’s suppression of the imperialistic 

doctrine would be thus undermined and could hardly be 

restored in a short time
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Press Release Issued by the Chinese 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Sept.29,1931.

JAPAN’S SECRET PLAN

Tokyo, Sept.28.—Japan’s present military occupation of 

Manchuria is not only detrimental to China, but also in

volves her secret 5-year-plan of preparing for war against 

the United States and Russia. She fears that in case of 

war, Manchuria may take part to the detriment of Japan. 

This is shown by the secret order of the Chief of Staff, 

"Kin Koo (Japanese)" to the Japanese General in command 

of troops in Manchuria that the latter should take steps 

to clear out the Chinese armies from Manchuria. It is 

more clearly shown by the fact that after receiving the 

notice of the League of Nations, Japan still advanced 

troops, on September 25th, toward Taonan, in order to 

disarm the Chinese colonization troops there. At present, 

Japan is conducting such propaganda work as is favorable 

to her among different nations on the one hand, and on the 

other is preventing them from investigation. Meanwhile, in

China, she is employing radicals to mix in various patriotic 

activities and assassinate important government officers. 

As to Manchuria, she intends to organize it into a nation 

independent of China.
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Press Release Issued, by the Chinese 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation)
• ■ J

October 7, 1931.

Uaichiaopu,—Chiang Tso-pin, Minister to Japan has 

sent a telegraphic report to the Waichiaopu stating that 

he has addressed an official note to the Japanese Government 

of the appointment by the Chinese Government of Generals

Chang Tso-hsiang and Jang Shu-chang as commissioners to 

take over the control of the Eastern provinces.
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Press Release Issued by the

Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) October 10,1931

JAPANESE PLANES DISTRIBUTING

LEAFLETS TO DELUDE THIS PUBLIC

Tokyo,--It has been reported in the Japanese newspapers 
that Japanese planes distributed leaflets yesterday (Oct.8) 

to the population at Chinchow, stating briefly:

"The people of the Four. .J’i’Q.yinpjes. in the Northeast 
have begun to show signs of descertion from Vice

<• - .... ' ... .

Commander-in-Chief Chang. He (Chang) has set up a 
,r v '*”• *'* • ■ .... .............. -.

provisional government at Chinchow. In order to 

her interest, Japan will decidedly not

^®c.os^^-2e bhis government and, if necessary, will 
destroy it entirely.”
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Press Release Issued by the

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Unofficial (Translation) October J.0, 1931

GERMAN CONSUL ORDERED TO RETURN

FROM PEIPING TO LIAONING TO MAKE INVESTIGATION

Berlin,Oct.9.—This morning the German Foreign Office 

telegraphed the German Consul to return from Peiping to 

his Liaoning office in order to investigate the Manchurian 

affair. The public opinion here is still favorable to

China
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Press Helèase Issued by the

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Oct. 10, 1931.

SOVIET SHOWING SYMPATHY WITH CHUTA

Moscow.—Although Soviet Russia is deeply concerned with 

the news that the White Russians at Harbin nay seize an 

opportunity for action, yet no statements of intervention 

have appeared in the Press. There are, however, numerous 

comments on the Japanese attemp to instigate the Eastern 

Provinces to declare independence. Russia’s Far Eastern . 

troops are, in^fact, actively making preparations, but 

their movement is apparently very cautious, as they observe 

that the Manchurian situation may become less serious. 

Their attitude toward China now is still sympathetic.
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Press Release Issued by the
Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Oct. 15, 1931.

ACTIVITIES OF JAPANESE AT EANKO’V

Hankow, Oct.17 -- The report that the recent remit
tance of 2,500,000 Yen from the Japanese Government to 
the Yokohama Specie Bank at Hankow is to remedy financial 
difficulties when China severs her economic relations 
with Japan is not true. Information from a spokesman of 
a certain bank at Hankow is to the effect that this remit 
tance will be given to Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha, Nisshin 
Kisen Kaisha, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, etc. to purchase 
large quantities of raw materials for ezport. Such raw 
materials are mostly rice, wheat, and minerals, and a 
small proportion of cotton and beans. Although it is 
difficult for them to purchase these products directly, 
they are making every effort to do so with the assistance 
of Danish and British merchants.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. NARS, Date 73»/Î-7g~

Enclosure -9-

Press Release Issued by the

Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Oct. 15, 1931.

ACTIVITIES OF JAPANESE AT HANKOU

Hankow, Oct.17 — The report that the recent remit

tance of 2,500,000 Yen from the Japanese Government to 

the Yokohama Specie Bank at Hankow is to remedy financial 

difficulties when China severs her economic relations 

with Japan is not true. Information from a spokesman of 

a certain bank at Hankow is to the effect that this remit 

tance will be given to Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha, Nisshin 

Kisen Kaisha, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, etc. to purchase 

large quantities of raw materials for export. Such raw 

materials are mostly rice, wheat, and minerals, and a 

small proportion of cotton and beans. Although it is 

difficult for them to purchase these products directly, 

they are making every effort to do so with the assistance 

of Danish and British merchants.
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Press Release Issue! by the

Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Oct. 15, 1931.

JAPAHU3H PURCHASED LA1TD AT HANKOU BY MAKÏUG

CAPITAL OF THU FLOOD DISASTER

From Hankow correspondent — Japanese here are endeavoring 

to expand the Japanese Settlement. Recently, houses on the 

streets "Yi Tze Kai" and "Ma Lou Tou" have been leveled to 

the ground as a result of the flood disaster. Making capital 

of this opportunity, the Japanese have spent large sums of 

money for the purchase through local Chinese of privateiy- 

owned land and have moved the boundary-stones of the Peiping 

Hankow Railway in order to acquire more land. Many other 

boundary-stones of the Railway were destroyed and replaced 

by the boundary-stones of a certain "tang" (Chinese family 

name), thus facilitating their attempt to purchase such land 

Some time ago, certain Chinese merchants were building 

houses at Ho Ping Kai and Ma Lou Tou. The Japanese forced 

the merchants to tear down these structures on the ground 

that they handicapped communications. Also, the Japanese 

purchased a vast area of farm land near the railway.
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Press Release Issued by the

Chinese Ministry for foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Oct. 15, 1931.

FIMANCIAL AIT) MILITARY PLAITS 0? JAPAILiSR AT HAMKOW

Prom Hankow correspondent -- Recently approximately 200 

Japanese sailors landed at Hankow for military training. 

Preparations are being made for building barbed wire barri 

cades. About 600 retired Japanese soldiers organized a 

so-called Volunteer land corps. They wear the same uni

form as that of the cadets of the "Ju-Han Military Academy, 

and are staging ’’street brawls" in the Japanese settle

ment. There is a report from a certain Japanese source 

that if any accident happens at Hankow, 40 Japanese war 

vessels will come here in two or three days. The hospital 

at Jeh Chung Kai is used as a military hospital. Prac

tically all military preparations have been made.

40/3 of the salary of the staffs of the Japanese 

Consulate General and the Japanese Police office are 

being contributed for the purchase of coal for the 

Japanese navy at Hankow. In view of the possible 

severance of economic relations with China, they have 

also purchased large quantities of rice from Shanghai, 

Wuhu and other ports. Recently, the Japanese Government 

remitted 2,500,000 Yen to the Yokohama Specie Bank, 

Hankow, totremedy financial difficulties.
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Press Release Issued, by the

Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Unofficial (Translation) Oct.15,1931.

JAPAN’S PLAITS TO SPY, CAUSE TROUBLE

AND STOP BOYCOTT ACTIVITIES IN HANKOW

Japanese here mostly disguise themselves in Chinese 

civilian dress and speak Chinese language. They proceed 

to Hankow, Wuchang and ^.anyang to investigate the status 

of the anti-Japanese movement. On their arms, they have certain 

marks in blue ink for recognition purposes. They purchase 

anti-Japanese slogans and all other anti-Japanese propa

ganda materials. They also take photos of such slogans. 

Newspaper clippings relating to the requests for declara

tion of war, boycott of Japanese goods and the activities 

of the anti-Japanese Association are pasted in bound 

volumes and are sent to Japan.

At 2:00 p.m. October 9, after a meeting was held by 

the officials of the Japanese Army, Navy, and volunteer 

corps at the Japanese Consulate General, the Japanese 

police office asked the Chinese Bureau of Public Safety 

by telephone to remove all the anti-Japanese slogans at 

Ping Ho Kai, near the Japanese Settlement, saying that, 

if the Chinese authorities fail to comply with this 

request, Japanese policemen will be sent to tear such 

slogans down.

The Japanese police authorities are making every 

effort to prevent the Chinese policemen, and laborers in

Japanese
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Japanese employ from going on strike. A Savings Society 

has been organized and a certain percentage of the 

salaries is deducted foi- deposits. Such deposits will 

be refunded with interest if the employees do not violate 

the regulations. Otherwise, the deposits are subject to 

confiscation. Other Chinese employees should be guaranteed 

by their introducers. Laborers working on hulks in the 

Japanese settlement are given number tags. ’.Then the 

laborers violate the regulations, the tags will be taken 

back and they will be permanently forbidden to work on the 

hulks
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Press Release Issue! by the 

Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

Unofficial (Translation) Oct.18, 1931.

ÎTO FIGITTIITG HAS Y3T TAKEN PLACE B3TVŒ3N 

TAO-LIAO AND EEILUNGKIAI7G TROOPS

Peiping, Oct.18 — General Chang Hai-peng, Garrison 

Commander of the Tao-nan Tung-Liao District, reported by 

telegraph that Japanese shipped 8 car-loads of munitions 

and military supplies from Shenyang. The shipment has 

arrived at Taonan station, and Japanese intend to supply 

Mongolian bandits with this shipment. There are in this 

shipment more than twenty thousand rifles and guns. 

About 3,000 rifles, 600,000 cartridges and many uniforms 

have been detained.

Contrary to the above report, however, General Sie 

Ko, Chief of Staff of the Military Headquarters, Heilung 

kiang, in his telegrams to Peiping, states the following 

"According., to a reliable repart,, General Chang 

Hai-peng entered into a conspiracy with Japanese 

troops and intended to occupy Heilungkiang.

Japanese troops promised to supply munitions and 

share military expenditures."

In spite of the telegraphic report referred to in 

the preceding paragraph, a telegram dated October 14 

from General Hai-peng stated that Japanese troops have 

badly oppressed his forces, and that indications are

that
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that something worse will happen. His negotiations 

have been unsuccessful. Therefore he ordered those 

under his command to retreat to Heilungkiang for 

defensive purposes.

On the same day, nevertheless, Chief of Staff Sie 

telegraphed stating that General Chang, supported by 

Japanese, have moved his troops toward Heilungkiang.

It is heard that no fighting has yet taken place 

between the two sides.
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Riga, November 13, 1931, No. 8219.

There is enclosed a translation of an 
editorial in the PRAVDA, which the Legation 
believes is aimed at awakening suspicion in the 
United States as to the ultimate objectives of 
Japan. Some of the points in this editorial 
are:

The struggle for Manchuria is inseparable 
from the struggle of the imperialists for hegemony 
in the Pacific basin, the principal contenders 
being the U. 5., Great Britain and Japan, the 
latter being bent on creating not only a continent
al empire, but also a greater Japan which will 
include Australia, the Philippines, the Malayan 
archipeIago, etc.

In order to conquer China, Japan must first, 
as Tanaka pointed out in his confidential report 
to the highest spheres, first conquer Manchuria 
and Mongolia. This will retard the industrial 
development of China And prevent the penetration 
of the European powers.

The occupation of Manchuria has long been 
planned, and is the intorduct ion to a new 
imper ialist ic carnage.

The American imperialists do not conceal 
their real hopes, the statement in the

, WORLD
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Division of Far Eastern Affairs

WORLD TfiLSGRAM that "if Russia will be drawn 
into the war even in a slight measure, it will 
be forced to give up the five-year plan" expressing 
most lucidly the true meaning of the anti-Seviet 
campaign.

The chairman of the military and Laval Committee 
of the American Congress, Britten, advocating 
expansion of naval armanents, said, "Actual military 
operations are now gding on in Asia, where Russia 
mobilizes colossal land, naval and air forces, the 
whole world sitting on a volcano whose eruption may 
be expected at any moment.".

The international proletariat must be alert 
to expose the anti-Soviet campaign of those who 
want to provoke war.

E3T
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793.94/2868

Washington,

Sir:

I have the honor to report that the Moscow IZVESTIA, 

editorial of November 4th on the Japanese-Chinese con

flict, which was noticed in the Legation’s despatch 

No. 8213, of November 6, 1931, was followed the next 

day by a more lengthy editorial of the Moscow PRAVDA, 

on the same subject, in which an effort was made to 

awaken suspicions in the United States as to the 

ultimate
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ultimate objectives of Japan. The PRAVDA cited from 

the CHINA CRITIC an alleged, secret report of Baron 

Tanaka, former Prime Minister of Japan, in which 

Japanese aspirations for a "Greatest Japan," to in

clude the Philippine Islands, Guam, Haiti*, Samoa, 

the Malayan archipelago and Australia, were ad

mitted. The pretended "secret report" was stated 

to have been submitted in 1927 "to the highest 

spheres," The issue of the CHINA CRITIC was not 

given a date.

Respectfully yours,

Felix Cole, 
Chargé d'Affaires a.i.

Enclosure:
1/ Pull the Masks off the Anti-Soviet 

Provocation Mongers.
(Moscow PRAVDA, No. 306, November 3, 

1931, Page 1.)

(m triplicate.)

Copy to E.I.C., Paris.

Copy to E.I.C., Paris, for Peiping,

Copy to E.I.C., Paris, for Tokyo.

Copy to American Consul General, Harbin, direct.

Copy to American Embassy, London, direct.

710 R - Japan-China.

DBM/fk

" ■ ■' * ■ ................ .

♦ obviously meaning Hawai
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Enclosure No. - to despatch No. o/^b of NOV 1 3 1931

from the American Legation at Riga, Latvia.

SOURCE: Moscow PRAVDA, 
No. 306, p. 1, 
November 5, 1931.

PULL THE MASKS OPE THE ANTI-SOVIET PROVOCA
TION MONGERS.

(Translation of excerpts from the lead
ing editorial)*

*This editorial of three columns sets forth the exten
sion of theJapanese occupation of Manchuria, which "is 
not an event of local importance..." as the French press 
especially has been arguing, for "Manchuria has long 
been an apple of discord among the imperialists, not 
only because it is a favorable object of colonial ex
ploitation. ..." Translator’s note.

ÿ ÿ .i» ^4*  *4*  *4~  *4~  *4*

... Apart from everything else, Manchuria is one 

of the most important strategical place d’armes in 

the Pacific basin.

The struggle for Manchuria is inseparable from 

the struggle of the imperialists for hegemony in the 

Pacific. The principal participants in that strug

gle are the United States, Great Britain, and Japan. 

The desire of the imperialists for a new division of 

the world underlies that struggle. The struggle for 

hegemony in the Pacific basin is of a world-wide 

scale, and it is inevitably bound up with the prepar

ations for a new world war. This circumstance inter

ests particularly French imperialism in the struggle 

for the PacifiS, which struggle is part of the 

struggle for a new division of the world.

Japan’s action in Manchuria is an ominous sign 

of the approach of the new imperialistic war. It 

should
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should be remembered that the American-Japanese con

flict of interest is generated not only in the clash

ing of these two Powers in China. The peculiar fea

ture in the development of Japanese imperialism is 

that it is bent upon creating a Japanese continental 

empire, turning to account for this purpose the tre

mendous advantages implied by Japan’s insular charact

er.

But the aggressive aspirations of Japanese imper

ialism have for their object not only China alone. 

The Japanese imperialists aspire not only for a '’Great

er", but for a "Greatest Japan" which is to include the 

Philippine Islands, the Malayan archipelago, Guam, 

Haiti, Samoa, and Australia. In the report of the 

former Japanese Prime-Minister, Baron Hiiti Tanaka, 

one of the most prominent protagonists of Japanese im

perialism, on the political tasks of Japan in Manchuria 

and Mongolia, we find an exact enumeration of all these 

objectives of the imperialistic expansion of the Japan

ese Empire.

That report, submitted to the highest spheres in 

1927, is a convincing refutation of all the various 

versions offered now and in the past to explain the 

Japanese occupation in Manchuria.

"The three eastern provinces - so we read in the 

report - are in a political sense an unfinished spot 

/on the map of7 the Far East. For the sake of its 

self-defense Japan must eliminate its difficulties in 

Eastern Asia, pursuing a policy of ’blood and fire’. 

But pursuing such a policy, we shall find ourselves face 

to face with the United States. If in the future we

want
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want to gain control over China, we shall first have to 
crush the United States.ï.. •.* In order to conquer China 
we must first conquer Manchuria and Mongolia. ...* This 
will not only retard the industrial development of China 
itself, but will also prevent the penetration of the 
European Powers into it.”

Baron Tanaka had no need to use diplomatic langu
age in a document not intended for the press, but 

which is reproduced now in the journal, CHINA. CRITIC. 
In that document a candid language is used, in the 
style of other well-known documents concerning the im
perialistic policy of the ’’world Powers.” But we have 
to emphasize two things: first, the seizure of Man
churia has been in preparation a long time, it has been 
prepared, so to speak, in a pl an-gov erne! way, and Ta
naka’s report sums up numerous opinions that have been 
arrived at on this subject. Secondly, it is no mere 
coincidence that the general tasks of Japanese imper
ialism in the Pacific basin — to prove the necessity 
of an expansion of its continental policy - are set 
forth in a document that is formally devoted solely to 
preparing the occupation of Manchuria and Mongolia.

This may be explained by the fact that the occu
pation of Manchuria and Mongolia is regarded in the 
said document as a most important stage on the road to 
creating a Japanese continental empire, on the road to 
enslaving the Chinese people. What is now going on in 
Manchuria is fully in keeping with the fundamental 

theses

in’’Pravda" text
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theses of the document mentioned.

The occupation of Manchuria is one of the chapters 

in the black book of imperialistic diplomacy, in the 

struggle of the imperialists for the Pacific, it is 

there that the peculiar features of the struggle of the 

imperialistic interests in the Pacific basin must be 

looked for, the features that sharpen that struggle, 

and predetermine the exceedingly complex character of 

that world conflict.

The occupation of Manchuria is the foreword, as 

it were, to a new imperialistic carnage. And if this 

latter has not yet begun, it is not because the League 

of Nations, or its appendix, the social-fascist Second 

International, are preventing it. The League of Nations 

is the organizing agency of the new war for the division 

of China. ...
*

4: 4' 4c sj: .4: 4: 4c %,

The American reactionary press is not lagging be

hind its English colleagues. The NEW YORK TIMES re

marks quite innocently: ’’There cannot be a doubt that, 

if the events will throw the U.S.S.R. and China into 

one camp, the world will.have to face a problem of ex

ceptional importance." Such efforts to influence public 

opinion 

*The task assigned to the Second International is ’’to 
screen” Manchuria from the understanding of the "inter
national proletariat", the editorial continues. War 

has not yet been begun because it has not yet been 
fully prepared, especially by a fascist smashing of the 
proletariat and the communistic movement, and because 
the Soviet Union is pursuing a firm peace policy. The 
Japanese version of defense of the lives end property 
of Japanese residents having proven an insufficient jus
tification of the occupation, resort is now had to the 
"red danger." There follows a lengthy section on the 
attitude of the press of various countries. Translator’s 
note.
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opinion in the United States are made every day. In 

this connection the American imperialists are not at 

all anxious to conceal their real hopes; "If Russia — 

says the WORLD TELEGRAM — will be drawn into (the war) 

even in a slight measure, it will be forced to give up 

the five-year plan." The true meaning of the anti- 

Soviet campaign is here expressed most lucidly. It 

should be noted that inventions about a war with the par 

ticipation of the U.S.S.R. are also spread by certain 

groups simply by way of stock-exchange tricks. The 

rumors as to a mobilization of Soviet troops, spread by 

some American newspapers, are used by the stock jobbers 

in Chicago for raising the prices of grain. The Ameri

can capitalists remember very well how they made their 

pile in the world war.

However, unsurpassed in its monstrous mendacity 

remains the statement made by the chairman of the Mili

tary and Naval Committee of the American parliament, 

Britten, who advocates an extension of the program of 

naval armaments of the United States. "Actual military 

operations are now going on in Asia & said he - where 

Russia mobilizes colossal land, naval, and air forces 

in Manchuria, the whole world sitting, as it were, on 

a volcano whose eruption may be expected at any moment." 

Apparently, the laurels of Herostratus disturb the rest 

of that American Furishkevich*, who evidently will suc

ceed in securing for himself a permanent place in the 

pantheon 

♦A Russian politician, member of the Duma since it was 
first convened, who had the reputation of an extreme 
reactionary. Translator’s note.
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pantheon of the dishonest.

The international proletariat must be on the aler 

The anti-Soviet campaign of these who want to provoke 

war must be exposed fully, to the end. Take the masks 

off the faces of those that kindle wart - that is our 

slogan.

js/lr
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Department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 25, 1931.

Berne, November 10, No. 2336.

The enclosed editorial from the JOURNAL DE 
GENEVE is very well written, and is worth reading 
in full.

From the diplomatic point of view two import
ant moves have been made since October 24: the 
letter of the President of the Council to the Japanese 
Government and the note from the United States to 
Tokyo. The letter from U. Briand is perfect, 
stating precisely in unanswerable terms the position 
in law and fact. It lias already unsteadied Japanese 
opinion, which feels less and less sure of itself. 
The Japanese Government would profoundly have 
preferred not to have had this authoritative lesson 
in international law made public.

Nr. Stimson’s note, the nature of which is 
known, is no less important.

During the early stages after contact was 
established between Geneva and Washington, a, 
difference of opinion appeared as to sending a 
neutral commission to llanchuria, and it was due to 
this that the Council adopted a vague resolution 
in general terms. This was extremely regrettable 
because before Japan was too deeply involved it 
might have been possible to effect a ./ith.diu.wal 
by rhe use of vigorous language.

1ft er
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division OF Far Eastern Affairs

After 
the United.

the incident at Kintcheou, feeling in 
States became intense, and the Government

decided to be represented at the Council.

Following the resolution of October 24, the 
American cress was excellent, and there is reason 
to be convinced of the firmness of Mr. ^timson. 
But certain remarks which Mr. Lausanne attributed — 
rightly or wrongly — to Mr. Castle were of a nature 
to encourage the Japanese by disclosing a fundamental 
difference of opinion between the United States and 
the League•

The last American note put an end to these 
uncertaint ies. It would have been preferable if 
the Government of the United States had not waited 
fifteen days to let Tokyo know that it was in full 
accord with the Coure ilTs résolut ion, but it doubtless wished to ascertain tne reaction of American 
opinion. That is why a very frank course has been 
to,ken toward Tokyo. Except for a slight difference 
in interprétât ion as to the date of evacuat ion, the 
Japanese now know that America is in complete accoi’d 
with the League on the two fundamental points: no 
lasting occupation of Manchuria, and no direct 
negotiations between China dnd Japan, under pressure 
of military occupation, as to the meaning of 
treaties.

ihe rest oi the editorial goes on to point 
out that Japan is actually making war on China, and.

"*Dnly

«ill probably not Lara l0„. f ?“<>*
have their backs to the wall. U wiiness

LT
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pH
oç- s ■. LEGATION OF THE 

STATES OF AMERICA

Q| fs 5 *■"«■■0 .T *J I L . 10, 193l<QI Berne, November

C'OM..

NOV 24 31

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

NOV 30 1931^ 

OIVISIWOF 
WKTERR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

The Honorable

The Secretary of State, 

Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to forward herewith in transla

tion an editorial appearing in the JOURNAL DE GENEVE 

of yesterday written by its political editor William 

Martin under the title "What is a War?"

This editorial refers to the part taken by the 

United States in the Sino-Japanese affair and mentions 

an article by Stéphane Lsuzanne which I understand was 

published in the MATIN of Paris purporting to be based 

on an interview with the Under Secretary of State.

He spectfully yours,

Chargé d’Affaires ad interim.
Enclosure :

Translation of 
an editorial.

file No. 711/891 /
ÏÏSG/NM

. I
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What is a War?

Since the 24th of October, the date on which the 

Council of the league of Nations definitely established 

its position in the Manchurian affair, the situation hss 

developed in two opposite directions.

From the diplomatic point of view two important moves 

have been made ; the letter of the President of the Council 

to the Japanese Government and the note from the United 

States to Tokio. The letter from M. iriand is perfect; 

it states precisely in unanswerable terms the position in 

law and in fact. It is reported that it has already un

steadied Japanese opinion, which feels itself less and less 

sure of itself. The Japanese Government had so well fore

seen it that it would have preferred, and that profoundly, 

not to have had this authoritative lesson in international 

lew made public.

Mr. Stimson’s note which has not been published out 

the nature of which is known, is no less important. It is 

sufficient, in order to grasp its importance, to recall how 

the effort to establish a front of united action oetween the 

league of Nations and the United States had been constantly 

thwarted by the difficulties of communication, by misunder

standings, and by the activities of Japanese diplomacy.

Contact was established between Geneva and Washington 

on the 24th of September. Almost immediately a difference 

of opinion appeared as to sending a neutral commission to 

Manchuria, and the Council of the League of Nations, taking 

into account the opinion of the Department of State, con

sidered it necessary to adopt a somewhat vague resolution 

phrased in general terms. This was extremely regrettable

because
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because at that moment when Japan was not yet too deeply 

involved it might conceivably have been possible to effect 

a withdrawal by the use of vigorous language.

The wavering which occurred between Ceneva and Washing

ton having encouraged the Japanese., the incident of Kintcheou 

took place. Feeling became intense in the United States and 

the government decided to be represented at the Council. 

This was an important step but it was immediately obscured 

by fresh misunderstandings which, almost brought about the 

adoption of a resolution which would have been hopelessly 

inadequate. Fortunately the situation cleared, and as 8 

result the resolution of the 24th of October was adopted.

Y/hat was the United States going to do? Ilo one knew 

and at first there was general concern about it. The 

American press was excellent on the whole. There are 

reasons to be convinced of the firmness of Ur. Stimson. 

3ut certain remarks which l.lr. Stéphane lauzanne attri

buted -- rightly or wrongly -- to Ur. Castle, Under

secretary of Stase were of a nature to encourage the 

Japanese by disclosing a fundamental difference of point 

of view between the United States and the League of Nations.

The last American note to Tokio put an end to these 

uncertainties. It would have been preferable certainly, 

if the C-overnmant of the United States had not waited 

fifteen days to let Tokio know that it was- in full accord 

with the Council’s resolution of October 24. However it 

doubtless wished to ascertain the reaction of American 

opinion, which, fortunately, has been excellent. That is 

why a very frank course has been taken toward Tokio. 

Except for a slight difference in interpretation as to

the



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- <cJu4X«|fe<iw___NARS, Date

- 3 -

the date of evacuation, the Japanese now know that America 

is in complete accord with the League of Nations on the two 

fundamental points: - no lasting occupation of Manchuria, 

no direct negotiations between Qhina and Japan, under pres

sure of military occupation, as to the meaning of the trea

ties of 1905 and 1915 (fifth fundamental point). It may be 

said that before the common front of the United States and 

the league of Nations the Japanese are now brought to a halt.

This is fortunate, oecause in the meantime the military 

operations had progressed to a point where they were oecoming 

of supreme importance, poor Baron shidehara, vie understand 

is extremely annoyed by what has occurred. Jut the military 

authorities have no respect for the Government. They have 

seized the revenues from the salt tax because the Minister 

of Finance has refused them funds; they live on the country, 

and no human power can bring them to leave it. We have the 

greatest sympathy for this excellent Hr. Shidehara and poor 

Mr. Wskatsuki. But what we hear is very disturbing. The 

world believes in disarmament because too large armies in 

the hands of their governments are a danger to peaceî And 

now the armies are making war of their own accord.

On this point the Japanese protest ’’We are not making 

Warl" they say "we are merely insisting that the Chinese 

respect the treaties". We confess that we do not entirely 

understand this. What is a War? clausevitz said: "It is 

pursuing a policy by military means". What then are the 

Japanese doing?

The Chinese declared very formally that they were ready 

to respect all International Treaties which they have entered 

into with Japan. Among these treaties there, are, it is true,

certain ones the import and interpretation of which are sub

ject
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ject to differences of opinion — and this is true we 

oelieve of the treaties of 1905 and 1915. Iu is precise

ly because of the juridical questions of this type that 

the system of arbitration and the International Court were 

created. Out if the Japanese intend to oblige the Chinese 

by military means to declare that white is black and black 

is white we ask again what this is if it is not war?

We have always believed that a wax' consisted essential

ly of military operations which finally result in 8 treaty. 

It is difficult to deny that the Japanese are engaging in 

military operations in IJsnchuria. They have occupied cities, 

they have oomoarded others, they have killed civilians and 

soldiers; they have requisitioned supplies, seized State 

revenues, installed public administrations. They have 

destroyed the bridge of psitsikar oy bombs, and have sent 

sappers, infantry, artillery and aviators to repair it. 

pinally they demand that the Chinese entex1 into negotia

tions wiuh them which will oeviously terminate oy a treaty 

which they will be careful to call an accord or protocol. 

What is war if it is not that?

We have long believed that in case of international 

complications the difficulty lies in recognizing the aggres

sor. This is a serious errorl The aggressor is easy to 

identify, he designates himself "Habemus reum confitentem’’. 

But what is more difficult is to recognize war, because those 

who make it decorate it with all sorts of pretty namesl

One wonders what Europe and America are waiting for to 

be thoroughly aroused. In ordex’ to understand that this is 

a war are they waiting for the Chinese to answer the Japanese 

with common? If that is all, it is a simple matter and we 

shall not have long to wait, for uhe Chinese now have their

backs
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backs against the wall. But must the Chinese be obliged 

to kill, in order that we may decide to come to their 

assistance?
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Department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 27, 1931.

Rome, November 10, No. 1130.

There are enclosed two editorials (not trans
lated) expressing some sympathy with the attitude 
of Japan.

The editorial in the STAMPA emphasizes the 
necessity for expansion of the 64 million people of 
Japan, and points out the sacrifices Japan has 
made in Manchuria and her enormous investments 
there. -liter all, it will not be to the advantage 
of the powers to have Manchuria return to the 
state of semi-anarchy which has been characteristic 
of Oh ina.

The JCT3IERE DELLA SERA holds that Japan is 
exercising an incontestable right in Manchuria, and 
is rendering a service to the cause of world order. 
If one admits the necessity of Japanese expansion, 
her productive efforts in Manchuria and her legit
imate interests in that territory, she must be 
a.lowed £o protect her vested interests. The 
right of young and hard- orbing peoples to live and 
expand up to the potentialities of their personalit
ies must be recognized.

The comments in these two editorials stand out 
in clear contrast to the usual treatment of the 
Manchurian question in the Italian press. There is 
no change in the neutral and somewhat disinterested 
attitude in official circles.
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Ko. 1130

AM R ffC □

ç\ embassy of the 
/^^NIT^^ATES OF AMERICA 

^y^ÿ't^oin^^vem'ber 10, 1931.

The Honorable

The Secretary of State

^WENT OF STATE

F / D
E?N 

793.94/ 287
 O

^V39 igsf

Washington

Sir P
&

Oî

With reference to my despatch Ho. 1104 of October Lxl

23, 1931, regarding Italian press comment on the Sino- ■ 1
Japanese difficulties in Manchuria, I have the honor

to enclose for the Department’s information copies of
J

two editorials from the STAMP A of Turin and the CORRI-

EBE DELLA SERA of Milan expressing a certain, amount of

sympathy with the

The STAHPA

attitude assumed by Japan, 

states that the Manchurian problem 

is the most important and difficult problem the League 
?
1

has yet had to confront, since it is not one of purely

juridical
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juridical or political character, but on the contrary 

has its roots in the ’’’necessity for expansion of a 

country of 64 million people domiciled on infertile 

soil.” The article proceeds to an historical account 

of Japan1s attempts in the past to erect a Iianchurian 

empire and refers to the Soviet-Japanese agreement of 

1925 to respect mutual rights in Ihrachuria, replacing 

and reconfirming the former secret treaty of 1910* 

Because of freedom from Russian opposition, continues 

the newspaper, Japan has been able to exploit lianchuria, 

pouring in a capital investment of three billion yen* 

The jealousy of the other interested powers, adds the 

newspaper, led them to intercede in securing the annul

ment of the 21 demands and to accord a sympathetic re

ception of China*s demands for abolishment of the 

’’unequal treaties’1 even at their own cost rather than 

that Japan should have a free hand in Ilanchuria* The 

murder of Capt. JTalcamufa and the boycotts are but the 

immediate cause of Japan’s intervention, explains the 

STALIPA, for she cannot afford to give up a territory 

for which she has sacrificed so much money and blood 

and vzhich, moreover, is secured to her by valid treaties 

It is because of this last reason that Japan is so in

transigent, says the newspaper*

’’There is reason to ask whether 
In the interests of civilization 
Japan should be hindered in her 
economic activity In Ilanchuria* 
Wen it comes down to facts, Japan 
is developing new territories and 
opening up new markets to inter
national trade, which now needs 
new outlets more than ever before*

The
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The other powers may request 
guarantees that their future 
positions on the Manchurian 
market will not he adversely 
affected, hut in the long run 
it would in no way he to their 
advantage to have Manchuria re
turn to that state of political, 
economic, and military semi- 
anarchy which is the present 
characteristic of the Chinese 
Empire*

HIt is accordingly not alto
gether contrary to world inter
ests if Japan insists upon her 
viewpoint and if it is once 
more recognized that it is dif
ficult, if not impossible, to 
stem the needs for expansion of 
a people which feels itself 
young and strong and whose land 
does not offer sufficient re
sources for its existence.11

The CCRRIERE DELLA SERA in an article even more 

favorable to Japan points out that the crisis in Man

churia, because of its distance from Europe, does not 

cause as much concern as its danger warrants, since 

aside from the military complications which might ensue 

therefrom, the crisis is putting to a severe test the 

Kellogg Peace Pact and other treaties designed to pre

vent war»

Says the newspaper, $,Italian public opinion, while 

assuming a reserved attitude, cannot help but .recognize 

that Japan in defending energetically her own interests 

in Manchuria is exercising her incontestable right11; and 

further on the article states, 11 Judging from facts only, 

one must admit that Japan is following a logical line 

and that in making efforts to reestablish tranquillity 

in Manchuria by military means is rendering a service to 

the cause of world order.11 Answering its own question 

yIs Japan wrong in acting as she has?11 the CORRIERE says

that
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that if one admits the necessity for Japanese expansion, 

lier productive efforts in nanchuria> and the legitimate

interests of the empire in that territory9 it follows 

that Japan should he permitted to protect her vested

rights.

"In the lives of peoples and in inter
national relations there are powerful 
ideal and historical forces to which 
it is often useless to oppose the 
formulae of diplomacy» The latterls 
skill must accordingly consist rather 
in creating the conditions favorable 
to making the new concepts and new 
agreements prevail; and these condi
tions today are based upon the recog
nition of the right of young and hard 
working peoples to live and expand up 
to the potential limit of their own 
personalities» It is not only in the 
Par East that international policy is 
confronted by similar problems, which 
can never be adjusted by palliatives 
and which cannot be postponed from 
generation to generation ad inf in i turn»

’’Let us hope that the forceful and 
disturbing warning coming from far
away Hanchuria will be interpreted 
accurately and that it vzill urge the 
European governments to establish new 
relations upon a basis of greater jus
tice, vzhich is the only truly solid 
and enduring basis» The consciousness 
of such. justice would also permit 
other governments to admonish with more 
authority, in the name of the common 
civilization, whoever attempted to dis
turb peace, of which the world has need. 
Then and only then their voice could 
cause to fall from the hands of the 
disputants the arms already brandished 
and perhaps, as in the present case, 
already too abundantly used.1*

These statements of the two authoritative ITorth

Italian papers have so far passed without comment in the 

other press, except for an article in the TEVERE, perhaps 

because of the amount of editorial space devoted to the 

recent important domestic events. The TSVERE in reply

asks
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asks pointedly how the C0RRIER3 arrogates to itself

the right to speak for ’’Italian public opinion” and 

then demands further:

“life would ask what Italy would 
get out of the. conquest of 
Manchuria by the Japanese; what 
ideal or practical advantage 
would accrue to us from a change 
of flag at Mukden? Perhaps the 
Japanese are silently consider
ing letting us share in the ex
ploitation of the ’vast, rich 
eastern region of the Chinese 
Republic’? The Milan newspaper 
styles itself the interpreter of 
Italian public opinion; could it 
also be the interpreter of Jap
anese private opinion? Anything 
is possible; but we await con
firmation • ”

In connection with the foregoing it must be 

added that there appears to be no indication of any 

change in the neutral and somewhat disinterested at

titude with regard to the conflict wliich is prevalent 

in official circles, and as evidence of this fact there 

has been an almost total lack of comment on the subject 

in the GI0R1ÏALE B’ITALIA and the MESSAGSERO, generally 

considered as the unofficial mouthpieces of foreign 

Office opinion* The comments of trie COxtRIERE BELLA SERA 

and S TAMPA therefore stand out in clear contrast to the 

usual treatment of the Manchurian question in the Italian 

press*

I am enclosing copies and translations of the two 

latest official communiques on the Manchurian situation 

(the Honni river ’bridge incident and the situation in

Tientsin)
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“6-

Tientsin) issued "by the Japanese Embassy in Rome to 

the Italian press and as published by the latter.

Respectfully yours»

Alexander Kirk» 
Charge d’Affaires ad interim,

Enclosures: -copies and trans
lations of two 
communiques.

-clippings.

Copies to E.I.C. Paris.

SC/eh

710
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. Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 1130 of Novembër 10, 1931,

from the Embassy at Rome.

(Translation from CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA, Milan, November 
8, 1931.)

Communioue on ITonni. River Bridge Incident, 
issued by Japanese Embassy in Rome*

November 7, 1931»

On October 17th last the three bridges crossing 

the river ITooni were destroyed by the Chinese. The 

Angangki-Taonan railway was constructed with the capital 

of the Japanese Company of the South Hanchurian Railway 

and is administered by the Chinese Bureau of the Taonan 

railway. At 'present the export season is in full swing 

for an enormous quantity of agricultural products in the 

zone, particularly soya. The interruption of communica

tions caused by the destruction of the bridges rendered 

absolutely impossible transportation of agricultural 

products in the entire northern river zone and menaced 

serious detriment not only to the entire population, which 

was gravely affected by the impossibility of exporting 

its products, but also to the Angangki-Taonan railway» 

Por this reason on October 29th the Japanese Consul at 

Tsitsihar made representations to General Hah, explain

ing the absolute necessity for immediate repair of the 

bridges. General Ilah said that he recognized this 

necessity, but he temporized instead of giving a defin

ite reply»

In the meantime, in view of the gravity of the 

damages suffered daily by the above-mentioned railways 

and in view bf the imminence of the winter season when 

the river freezes, the Chinese Bureau of the Taonan- 

Angangki railways decided to start the reconstruction 

of the bridges using Japanese engineers and laborers»

General
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General Mah agreed to withdraw the Chinese troops 

together Vvtth those of his opponent (sip) Ciang Hai 

Peng for a. distance of 10 kilometers from the river 

during the course of reconstruction* In order to 

prevent attacks by Chinese bandits, it*was decided 

to send 500 Japanese soldiers from Tao nano.

On November 4th the Japanese Consul at Tsitsihar, 

Shimizu, visited the zone upon the request of the 

Government of Heilungkiang to come to an agreement with 

regard to the withdrawal of troops* He discussed the 

subject with the representative of the Government of 

the Province itself, who was the Chief of Staff of 

the Chinese troops* llajor Hayashi of the Japanese 

troops of Kwantung (South Hanchuria) was also present* 

The Government representative of the Heilungkiang 

Province declared that the Government had no intention 

of opposing the Japanese troops and that it would 

immediately order the withdrawal of the Chinese troops* 

Subsequent to this conversation the Japanese 

troops began to advance, carrying the national banner, 

toward the spot where the bridges were being repaired. 

Por surveilla,nee of the zone a detachment was sent to 

Tahsing, which is less than 10 kilometers from the 

bridge and from which accordingly the Chinese troops 

should have been withdrawn* However, not only had the 

troops not been withdrawn, but at 2 p.m*, as soon as 

the detachment of Japanese troops was sighted, the 

Chinese troops opened a severe attack with infantry and 

artillery, forcing the Japanese to withdraw until re

inforcements should arrive* Until late at night on

November
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November 4th, the Chinese troops did not withdraw to 

the agreed distance of 10 kilometers north of the 

river, but continued to attack the Japanese troops, 

the latter having lost ten men. In view of this 

situation, the Kwantung military command was forced 

to order reinforcements to the spot. At dawn on 

November 5th the Japanese troops occupied a strategic 

point east of Tahsing. A number of Japanese were 

killed and wounded.
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Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 
from the Embassy at Rome.

1130 of November 10, 1931,

CORRIERE DELLA SERA, Milan.
November 8, 1931.

Communique on Nonni River 
brigde incident issued by 
the Japanese Embassy in Rome.

|la yeptôpe ufficiale nipponica
Jj^ iomunieato dell'Ambasciata

Roma, 7 novembre, notte. 
Suite origin! e le fast del grave con- 

; flitto sul flume Nonni, 1’Amb asci ata del 
, Giappone a Roma fornisce queste no- 
; tizie :
; « Il 17 ottobre u. s., i tre ponti che 
attraversano il flume Nonni furono di- 

[strutti dai Cinesi. La ferrovia Ang-ang- 
ki - Tao-nan è stata costruita con capi
tale della. Compagnia giapponese della 

! ferrovia sud-manciuriana, ed è ammi- 
I nistrata dalla direzione cinese della fer
rovia di Tao-nan. E’ attualmente la 
stagione dell’esportazione dell’iuimensa 
quantità di prodotti agricoli della zo-1 
na, in special modo della soja. L’in-; 
terruzione delle comunicazioni che si- 
verified a causa della distruzione dei' 
ponti, rese assolutamente impossibili is 
trasporti dei prodotti agricoli di tutta^ 
la zona settentrionale del flume e mi- 
nacciô un danno gravissimo non solo 
a tutta la popolazione rimasta colpita 
dall’impossibilità di esportare i pro
dotti, ma anche alla ferrovia Ang-ang- 
ki - Tao-nan. Per questa ragione, il 29 
u. s., il console giapponese a Tsi-tsi-har 
fece passi presso il gen. Mah, spie- 
gandogli l’assoluta nécessita della ri- 
parazione immediata dei ponti. Il gen. | 
Mah dichiarb di riconoscere tale neces-1 
sità, ma temporeggiô anzichè daré una 
risposta definitive.

a Intanto, data la gravità dei danni 
che le suindicate ferrovie subiscono 
ogni giorno, e data 1’imminenza della 
stagione invernale in cui il flume ri- 
mane chiuso al traffico perché gela, 
la direzione cinese delle ferrovie Tao- 
nan - Ang-ang-ki decise d’iniziare i la- 
vori di ricostruzione dei ponti per mez
zo di tecnici e di opérai giapponesi. 
Il gen. Mah accettd di far ritirare le 
truppe cinesi insieme con quelle del 
suo avversario Ciang-Hai-Peng alia di
stanza di 10 chilometri dal flume du
rante i lavori di riparazione. Per impe- 
dire assalti da parte dei banditi cinesi, 
fu deciso d’inviare 500 soldati giappo
nesi da Tao-nan.

! « Il 4 novembre il console giapponese 
a Tsi-tsi-har, signor Shimizu, si reeb 
sul posto dietro preghiera del Governo 
del Hei-lung-kiang, per mettersi d’ac- 
cordo intorno allo sgombero. Egli ebbe 
un colloquio in proposito col rappre- 
sentante del Governo della provincia 
stessa, che era il capo di Stato mag- 
giore delle truppe cinesi. Era presen
te anche il maggiore Hayashi, delle t 
truppe giapponesi di Kwan-tung (Man-i 
ciuria méridionale). Il rappresentante ! 

. del Governo della provincia di Hei- ;
lung-kiang dichiarb che il Governo non । 
aveva nessuna intenzione di fare oppo- 
sizione allé truppe giapponesi, e che 
avrebbe ordinato immediatamente lo 
sgombero delle truppe cinesi.

« Dopo il colloquio le truppe giappo
nesi iniziarono 1’avanzata con la ban- 
diera nazionale in testa per raggiun- 
gere il posto di riparazione dei ponti. 
E per la sorveglianza della zona fu in- 
viato un distaccamento a Tah-sing, lo
calité che si trova a una distanza mi
nore di 10 chilometri dal ponte, e quin- 
di in un posto che le truppe cinesi 
avrebbero dovuto sgomberare. Invece 
non solo il posto non era stato sgombe- 
rato, ma allé ore 14, appena scorto il 
distaccamento dei soldati giapponesi, 
le truppe cinesi cominciarono un attac- 
co talmente accanito con fanteria e 
artiglieria, che i Giapponesi furono co- 
stretti a ritirarsi in attesa dell’arrivo 
dei rinforzi. Sino alia notte inoltrata 
del 4 novembre, le truppe cinesi non 
si ritirarono a nord del flume nella 
zona pattuita di 10 chilometri, ma. con- 
tinuarono ancora ad attaccare le truppe 
giapponesi che ebbero 15 morti. Data 
questa situazione, il comando militare 
di Kwan-tung fu costretto a decidere 
1’invio di rinforzi sul posto. E all’alba 
del 5 corrente, le truppe giapponesi, 
occuparono un posto strategico a este 
di Tah-sing. I morti e i feriti da parte | 
giapponese sono numerosi ». 'Jr .4
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from the Embassy at Rome» 

(Translation - MESSAGGERO, 
Rome, Kovember 11, 1931*)

Communique on Tientsin situation is_sued 
by the Japanese Embassy in Rome on

Kovember 10, 1931*

The Command of the Japanese garrison troops at 
Tientsin communicates the following to the Japanese 
Embassy in Rome»

At 10 p.m* on Kovember 8th a conflict broke out 

in the Chinese quarters of the city and great confusion 

reigns at present in all the streets of these quarters. 

So far entire calm reigns in the Japanese concession. 

The Command considers the agitation merely as bne of 

the usual conflicts among Chinese political factions, 

and it is therefore maintaining an attitude of strict 

neutrality, refraining from any act of intervention*

Hovzever, should there be any attempt what soever 

to offend the honor of the Japanese Empire or its 

army or any menace to the lives and property of the 

Japanese residents, the Command vzould be constrained 

to act energetically in defense of the honor of the 

fatherland and would uncompromisingly oppose any mass 

or any troops of any party.

The anti-Japanese organization has recently 

circulated among the people certain alarmist rumors 

such as: Japan is planning the independence of 

Manchuria, offering the throne at Mukden to the 

ex-emperor Suen Tung; Japan has chosen Tientsin as 

the new base of activity, uniting the pro-Japanese 

Chinese and bandits to maneuver a coup-de-main in 

order to occupy the city...etc. These rumors are 

circulating so insistently that even foreign residents

in
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China have been deeply impressed thereby»

The Command therefore judges it advisable to 

declare now that the Tientsin conflict is in no 

way connected with the Japanese garrison troops»

■ . rufl—
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KSSJaSGERO, Rome, 
'November 11, 1931

Coiamunicjie on Tientsin Situation issued 
by the Japanese Embassy in Rome, 

November 10,1931.

jdi sordini a Tien-Tsin 
Mo mote wi’tatoiam iiamii.

À Comando delle trpppe giapponesi <11 
presidio & Tien Tata comunica all'Atn* 
basciata glapponese a Roma quanto segue:

« L*8 novembre aQa ora 22, a scopptata 
Weommossa neiquartiert cinesi délia 
cittè. e lutte le vie di tjuei quartier! M 
tfoyano attualmente in grande conhuHo^ 
ne. Fino a quest’ora non vi è nulla di 
temere nella concessione glapponese do» 
ve। régna una calma perfetta. Questo gik 
mando considéra 1'agltazione come Uno 
det soliti confetti politic! clnesi che era 
no avvenuti avvengono tuttora fra le 
varie current! politicne. E quindi man- 
tiene 1’atteggiamento di rigorosa neu- 
tralita, asteneudost da ogni azione di tn* 
tervento.

Tuttavla. m si verlflcasse qùalslasl 
tentative di ottendere Vonore dell’Impe- 
ro Nipponico <j del Suo Eeercito op pu re m minacciare la vita e f bent del giap* 
ponesl, questo Comahdq sarebbe costrat» 
feSSSPSKiW»® 
mnsigeniaLqualunquw riiassa o truppa 
jdi qualsiasl partito.

Recentembnte I’organizzazlone anti»

nipponica ha fatto circolare fra 11 po- 
polo elcune diçerie aUarmistiche, come; 
11 yw?6 progetterebbe 1’iudipenden- 
5S d ~ Manciuria e condurrebbe via da 
Tien Tain 1’Imperatore Suen-Tung del- 
1 ex impero cinese per farlo salire sui 
tre?? * Mukden j II Giappone avrebba 
scelta Tien Tsin come la. nuova base* 
dazione dove, rfimendo 1 ernes! e i! 
bandit! nlppoflli, farebbe un colpo di 
rnauo per occupera militarmehte tutta, 
la citta... ecc. Quests vocl circolavano 
con tale insistence che perfind gli stra- 
nieri resident! in Cina ne erdno rima* 
sti profondamente Impresslonatt. 1

Questo Comando ritiene, perciô, assai 
opportuno dichiarare sin d’ora chè I’at- 
tuale* sommossa di Tien Tsfn non ha 

i nulla .a che fare con le truppe g!appo> 
I nesidi presidio ». Jzj
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ifconflitlo cino-giappnnese
E’ -difficile persuadersi che 1’azione 

dei Giapponesi in Cina non abbia 
avuto per fine, almeno inizialmente, 
un’ occupazione territoriale; perché 
è difficile ammettere che la prote- 
zione dei sudditi e degli interessi 
giapponesi in Manciuria potesse ri- 
chiedere gl’inopinati atti di guerra 
compiuti in quelle provincie dalle 
truppe giapponesi. Inopinati, dicia- 
•mo, riferendoci al loro improvviso 
manifestarsi, mentre tali non potreb- 
bero dirsi se messi in relazione coi 
preparativi dai quali furono prece- 
duti. Citazioni tolte da giornali giap
ponesi apparsi prima degli avveni- 
menti manciuriani, e riportate da 
giornali europei, possono provare 
quanto fosse diffuso negli ambienti 
militari giapponesi il sentimento di 
una guerra prossima con la Cina. 
E del resto è notorio, e si pué an
che essere disposti a giustificarlo, 
che tutta la politica del Giappone 
nel Pacifico mira ad allargare i con- 
fini dell’Impero in Cina. Politica per
sistante, fatta anzi più pénétrante 
e più tenace dai continui ostacoli che 
l’hanno attraversata.

Avversato dalle maggiori Potenze 
europee nel 1895, dopo la guerra vit- 
toriosa contro la Cina che si chiuse 
col Trattato di Shimonoseki, il Giap
pone vide allora ridotti i frutti del
la sua vittoria al solo possesso ri- 
conosciutogli di Formosa. Umiliato, 
non rinunziô a iendicarsi; e, dopo 
un raccoglimento e una preparazio- 
ne durati due lustri, potè sconfig- 
gere la Russia, impossessarsi delle 
sue concession! a Porto-Arthur nel 
Liao-tung nella Manciuria méridio
nale, ed occupare la Corea. In se- 
guito, scoppiata la rivoluzione a 
Nanchino nel 1911 e dichiarata de- 
caduta la dinastia mancese, la di- 
plomazia di Tokio perseguiva il suo 
piano destreggiandosi fra i maggiori 
esponenti del nuovo regime ed ot- 
tenendone privilegi in cambio degli 
aiuti loro forniti. La guerra in Eu
ropa le offri inaspettatamente nuovi 
motivi d’intervento armato in Cina 
In forza dell’alleanza con l’Inghil- 
terra, che obbligava il Giappone ad 
assicurare la difesa marittima delle 
Indie e degli interessi inglesi nel 
Pacifico, il Governo giapponese si 
schierô nell’agosto 1914 dalla parte 
degli Alleati e dichiaro guerra alla 
Germania, con l’évidente proposito di 
trarne profitto realizzando compensi 
in Cina. Difatti, fra le prime opera- 
zioni delle truppe nipponiche, vi fu 
l’occupazione dello Scian-tung, che 
quasi poteva dirsi allora sotto il pro- 
tettorato tedesco. Sopraggiunta poi 
la rivoluzione russa, division! giap
ponesi entravano nei territori che

al commefcio uei -

« fu pertanto portato ad accrescere 
la sua attrezzatura ecoriomica. Ne è 

; .ednseguito,. con. l’avvento de|la pace, 
più forte il bisogno del Giappone dl 
espandersi e di affermarsi in Cina. 
Ciô non solo per l’incessante aumen- 
to della popolazione, le limitazioni 
imposte ail’emigrazione, e — anche 
— l’avversione del Giapponese ad 
emigrare troppo lontano dal paese 
d’origine; ma ancora per lanecessità 
in cui il Giappone è venuto a tro- 
varsi di estrarre dalla Cina le ma- 
terie prime occorrenti aile più este- 
se sue industrie e di collocarvi il 
raggiunto più forte gettito di pro- 
dotti, non più smaltibile nei territo
ri che lo assorbivano durante la 
guerra. D’altra parte il Giappone, 
con la creazione delle sue aziende in 
Cina, ha contribuito a valorizzarne 
le risorse, risultato ottenuto con la 
immobilizzazione di ingenti capital!, 
con l’impiego di ottimi suoi professio- 
nisti tecnici e del meglio delle sue 
maestranze. Tutto questo, mentre ha 
giovato alla Cina, facendole realiz- 
zare progress! che da sola sarebbe 
stata incapace di raggiungere, con- 
ferisce al Giappone titoli incontesta- 
hili di cointeressenza nelle sorti del
la nuova Repubblica, cointeressen
za che è massima in Manciuria, ed 
in alcune zone cosi diffusa e pré
dominante da presentare presso che 
una differenza solo formale dall’e- 
sercizio dell’effettiva amministrazio- 
ne e dell’effettivo governo. Ma di 
fronte a questa posizione tanto fati- 
cosamente costituitasi dal Giappone, 
sta ora il giovane nazionalismo ci- 
nese, insofferente di soggezioni, ani
mate dal proposito di realizzare la 
unificazione di tutta. la Cina e la 
sua assoluta indipendenza, naziona
lismo profondamente xenofobo, e che 
sebbene non sia ancora moite forte 
di numéro e di mezzi, lo è di volonté 
e di fede ed è in via di continuo 
increment©.

Questi gravi antagonismi possono 
spiegare quanto sia di difficile solu- 
zione la questione cino-giapponese e 
quale importanza essa abbia per i 
due Paesi. )6e da un punto di vista 
teorico i Cinesi hanno diritto di es
sere padroni in casa propria, non è 
men vero che il Giappone ha acqui- 
stato in Cina, e principalmente nella 
Manciuria, titoli di propriété — di- 
ciamo pure la parola — che sarebbe 
iniquo disconoscergli; iniquo non 
soltanto, ma anche pericoloso, per 
le insopprimibili esigenze demografi- 
che ed economiche dalle quali il 
Giappone è attanagliato, e che non 
si possono alla leggera lasciare in- 
soddisfatte. Bisogna poi tener conto 
della presenza delle altre Potenze 
in Cina, gelose delle proprie posi- 
zioni e preoccupate di non lasciare 
modificare a loro danno la situazio- 
ne nel Pacifico : il che créa compli-
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verno cinese si rifiuta recisamente 
di aderire a queste richieste, e trat- 
tative erano appunto in corso alla 
vigilia degli ultimi avvenimenti di 
Manciuria. Né sono queste tutte le 
cause di dissidi. Le industrie giap
ponesi ebbero uno sviluppo enorme 
durante la guerra, sia perché il 
Giappone fu allora uno dei maggiori 
rifornitori di materje prime agli 
Alleati, sia perché — venuto rneno 
ogni altro concorrente nei mercati 
di Oriente — il Giappone ebbe mo
do di aumentare le sue esportazioni
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' battaglia al flume Nonni è per ora finita
/ Tokio dà ordine di non inseguire i Cinesi
Complicazioni personalità. Non soltanto in Estre

mo Oriente la politica internaziona- 
le si trova dinanzi a simili proble- 
mi che non si potranno mai aggiusta- 
re con palliativi o rimandare di ge- 
nerazione in generazione fmo all’in- 
finito. Speriamo che 1’avvertimento 
ciamoroso e préoccupante che giun- 
ge dalla lontana Manciuria sia in- 
terpretato nel senso più esatto, e che 
spinga i Governi europei a stabilire 
nuovi rapporti sopra una base di 
sempre maggiore giustizia: unica 
base veramente solida e definitiva. 
La coscienzà di questa giustizia per- 
metterebbe anche agli altri Governi 
di ammonire con maggiore autorità, 
a nome della comune civiltà, chi ten
tasse di turbare la pace, di cui il 
mondo ha bisogno. Allora e soltanto 
allora quella voce potrebbe far ca- 
dere di mano ai rissanti le armi già 
brandite, e magari, come nel caso 
presente, già anche troppo abbon- 
dantemente adoperate. jy

fet ti
tre mi-

Non ci voleva molto a prevedere 
che la situazione in Manciuria sa- 
rebbe peggiorata nonostante 1’inter- 
vento volonteroso ma platonico del
la Società delle Nazioni e gli ami- 
chevoli awertimenti di alcune gran
di Potenze ai due Governi interessa- 
ti. Si tratta questa volta di una guer- 
ra in atto, non di rilevanti propor- 
zioni finora, ma reale: qualcosa di 
più comunque di una guerriglia, co
me taluno impropriamente ha cre- 
duto di definirla, perché non già for
ze irregolari sono in presenza, bensi 
truppe regolari condotte da capi uf- 
ficialmente riconosciuti e in diretto 
quotidiano contatto con i loro diret- 
ti superior! politici. Se invece d’av- 
venire a moite migliaia di chilome- 
tri di distanza da noi, simili event! 
si svolgessero in una parte del mon
do più vicina, essi sarebbero giudi- 
cati con ben altro allarme e con ben 
diversa passione. Ma anche cosl es
si restano eminentemente pericolosi, 
per sé stessi, per le complicazioni mi
litari che possono derivarne e infine 
perché rimettono sul tappeto in 
do insolitamente brusco e spia 
le la questione della validità 
va del Patto Kellogg e delle 
nori e maggiori convent i diplo- 
matiche dirette a render^mpossibile 

 

un conflitto armato fraÉdue Stati.

Non spetta a noi entrare nel me- 
rito della vertenza cino-giapponese; 
ma ci è concesso di deplorarla, per
ché in questo momento di generale f 
disagio non si sentiva il bisogno di 
una cosi violenta esplosione di anti- 
che rivalità in Estremo Oriente. E’ 
un esempio che, come tutti i cattivi 
esempi, puo essere seguito altrove, 
attirando specialmente coloro che da 
quanto succédé in Manciuria dedu- 
cono la poca efficacia dei patti in- 
ternazionali e la grande eloquenza, § 
invece, del fatto compiuto.

Pur assumendo un atteggiamento 
riservato, 1’opinione pubblica italia-j^ 
na non puà non riconoscere che il 
Giappone nel difendere energicamen- 
te i proprî interessi in Manciuria ) 
esercita un suo diritto incontestable 
le. E’ spiacevole tuttavia che non sia ? 
stato, possibile, e forse non sia sta(o 
neppure * realmente cercato, di assi- 
curare in tempo quegli interessi sen- 
za ricorrere alia forza delle armi.

Non si tratta qui di svolgere un’a- 
zione di prestigio: nessuno dubita 
che il Giappone, in virtù della sua 
possente organizzazione militare, sia 
in grado di schiacciare o eliminare 
le resistenze cinesi nella grande pro- 
vincia di terraferma. Bisogna piut- 
tosto domandarsi se 1’uso della for
za in questo caso non tenda a susci- J 
tare. nuovi e più ardent! problem^ 
di natura internazionale, che in que-1 

I sto momento si sarebbero lasciati vo-1 
| lontieri dormire. Giudicando solo is 
I fatti, bisogna riconoscere che il Giàp- B 

pone segue una linea logica, e che, 
sforzandosi di ristabilire la tranquil- ; 
lità in Manciuria manu irplitari, es- 
so rende anche un servizio alla eau- 
sa dell’ordine mondiale. Ma, ricon-f 
ducendo la questione ai principi, è? 

eguàlmente certo che il farsi ragio- 
1 ne coi proprî mezzi non si accorda ■ 
' con la tendenza generale, oggi preva-B 
lente fra gli Stati, di dare a quest! B 
contrasti una forma e una procedu- B 
ra giuridica. Ha dunque torto ils 
Giappone d’agire corne agisce? B

La questione posta cosi sarebbe in-B 
solubile. Bisogna, per farsene un B 
concetto esatto, salire più in alto. B 
Le convenzioni internazionali sono B 

। una cosa séria e devono diventarloB 
sempre più; e si deve sperare cheB 
arrivi un giorno, probabilmente Ion-B 
tano, in cui ogni controversia fraB 

,4

nella Manciuria, con un governatore 
militare che avrebbe 1’appoggio delle 
forze di occupazlone nipponiche in Man
ciuria»

Hanno causato apprensione le noti- 
zie inviate dal console giapponese ad 
Harbin, secondo le quali rinforzi ci
nesi si muovono dalla frontiera sibe- 
riana verso Ang-ang-ki, apparentemen- 
te allo scopo di lanciare un nuovo at- 
tacco contro i Giapponesi. Inoltre un 
telegramma da Mukden segnala che 
le ricognizioni aeree coimpiute dai Giap
ponesi sulle retrovie cinesi hanno ri- 
velato forti concentramenti di truppe 
fra Ang-ang-ki e Tah-sing. Numerosi 
treni di munizioni si dirigorio verso la 
zona delle oiperazioni dove i Cinesi si 
ipreparano a una lotta lunga e ben or- 
ganizzata. Queste notizie, che per ora 
non sono confermate da altra fonte, 
lasciano l’impressione che il conflitto 
sia tutt’altro che in via di placarsi.

Si nutrono vive apprensioni riguar- 
do alia sicurezza del console giappone
se e di dieci sudditi giapponesi resi
dent! a Tsi-tsi-har. Le comunicazioni 
con quella città sono interrotte, ciô 
che ha contribuito al diftondersi di vo- 
ci sensazionali.

Quanto all’atteggiamento del Gover- 
no di Mosca i igiornali riferiscono che
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// OSTWITA’ I TV MANCIURIA

La battaglia al flume Nonni è per ora finita
' Tokio dà ordine di non inseguire i Cinesi
Complicazioni personalità. Non soltanto in Estre

mo Oriente la politica internaziona- 
le si trova dinanzi a simili proble- 
mi che non si potranno mai aggiusta- 
re con palliativi o rimandare di ge- 
nerazione in generazione fino all’in- 
finito. Speriamo che 1’avvertimento 
ciamoroso e préoccupante che giun- 
ge dalla lontana Manciuria sia in- 
terpretato nel senso più esatto, e che 
spinga i Governi europei a stabilire 
nuovi rapport! sopra una base di 
sempre maggiore giustizia: unica 
base veramente solida e definitive 
La coscienza di questa giustizia per- 
metterebbe anche agli altri Governi 
di ammonire con maggiore autorité, 
a nome della comune civiltà, chi ten
tasse di turbare la pace, di cui il 
mondo ha bisogno. Allora e soltanto 
allora quella voce potrebbe far ca- 

uoa cosa s na « ucvui.u di mano ai rissanti le armi già
sempre più; e si deve sperare che®,n<¥Je’ e maSaia, come nel caso 
arrivi un giorno, probabilmente lon-?S0^e> ^ia anche troppo abbon- 
tano, in cui ogni controversia fra|^e^ent0 adoperate.
popoli possa essere conciliata o de-®* 
cisa secondo norme inconcusse di di- 
ritto internazionale. Ma perché cio 
sia possibile occorre prima assicu- 
rare ai popoli e allé Nazioni una si
tuazione elementare di giustizia che 
non le metta nella nécessité di risol- 
vere da sé con 1’uso della forza i pro- 
blemi essenziali della loro stessa esi- 
stenza. Se si riconosce che il Giap- 
pone ha un incoercibile bisogno 
spansione; se si ammette che la 
azione in Manciuria ha segnato 
questa un’epoca di lavoro e di 
chezza mai vista; se si ritengono le- 
gittimi, come certo sono, gli interes- 
si dell’Impero nipponico in quella 
sua quasi propaggine territoriale; se 
si ricorda che quegli interessi sono 
anche economicamente enormi; ne 
consegue che al Giappone è ricono- 
sciuta implicitamente la facoltà di 
tutelare i propri diritti acquisiti e 
quella specie di ipoteca implicita che 
esso ha creduto di porre sulla vasta 
e ricca regione orientale della Repub- 
blica cinese.

Vi sono nella vita dei popoli e nei 
rapport! internazionali delle forze 
ideali e storiche imponenti, a cui in- 
vano talvolta si oppongono le formu
le della diplomazia. L’ahilità di que
sta 
nel 
per 
dei 
oggi si fondano sul riconoscimento 
del diritto dei popoli giovani e ]a- 
voratori a vivere ed espandersi fino 
alia piena affermazione della propria

Non ci voleva molto a prevedere 
che la situazione in Manciuria sa- 
rebbe peggiorata nonostante 1’inter- 
vento volonteroso ma platonico del
la Société delle Nazioni e gli ami- 
chevoli awertimenti di alcune gran
di Potenze ai due Governi interessa- 
ti. Si tratta questa volta di una guer- 
ra in atto, non di rilevanti propor- 
zioni finora, ma reale: qualcosa di 
più comunque di una guerriglia, co
me taluno impropriamente ha cre- 
duto di definirla, perché non già for- 
ze irregolari sono in presenza, bensi 
truppe regolari condotte da capi uf- 
ficialmente riconosciuti e in diretto 
quotidiano contatto con i loro diret- 
ti superior! nqliti^ Se invece d’av- 
vc uinà, t utrv
ti 
si 
d< 
ci 
d 
si 
P 
li 
P

h

r
v
1
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d’e- 
sua. 
per 
ric-

deve dunque consistera piuttosto 
creare le condizioni favorevoli 
il prevalere dei nuovi concetti e 
nuovi accordi; e tali condizioni x

nella Manciuria, con un governatore 
militare che avrebbe 1’appoggio delle 
forze di occupazlone nipponiche in Man
ciuria.

Hanno causato apprensione le noti- 
zie inviate dal console giapponese ad 
Harbin, secondo le quali rinforzi ci
nesi si muovono dalla frontiera sibe- 
riana verso Ang-ang-ki, apparentemen- 
te allo scopo di lanciare un nuovo at- 
tacco contro i Giapponesi. Inoltre un 
telegramma da Mukden segnala che 
le ricognizioni aeree cotmpiute dai Giap
ponesi sulle retrovie cinesi hanno ri- 
velato forti concentramenti di truppe 
fra Ang-ang-ki e Tah-sing. Numerosi 
treni di munizioni si dirigorio verso la 
zona delle oiperazioni dove i Cinesi si 
ipreparano a una lotta lunga e ben or- 
ganizzata. Queste notizie, che per ora 
non sono confermate da altra fonte, 
lasciano l’impressione che il conflitto 
sia tutt’altro che in via di placarsi.

Si nutrono vive apprensioni riguar- 
do alia sicurezza del console giappone
se e di dieci sudditi giapponesi resi
dent! a Tsi-tsi-har. Le comunicazioni 
con quella città sono interrotte, ciô 
che ha contribuito al diffoudersi di vo- 
ci sensazionali.

Quanto all’atteggiamento del Gover- 
no di Mosca i igiornali riferiscono che 
il nnry C K i T»O-1 t -- .• .
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IL COiiltlERE DELLA SE1U. Lilian
^ctooer dû, Pa^e 1

if coiflitto cino-giapponese|e fu pertanto port^to ad accrescere 
[ là sua attrezzatura ecoriomica. Ne è 

éonseguito, con l’avvente Uejla pace, 
più forte il bisogno del Giappone di 

, espandersi e di affermarsi in Cina.
Ciô non solo per l’incessante aumen- 
to della popolazione, le limitazioni 
imposte ail’emigrazione, e — anche 
— l’avversione del Giapponese ad 
emigrare troppo lontano dal paese 
d’origine; ma ancora per la necessità 
in cui il Giappone è venuto a tro- 
varsi di estrarre dalla Cina le ma- 
terie prime occorrenti aile più este- 
se sue industrie e di collocarvi il 
raggiunto più forte gettito di pro- 
dotti, non più smaltibile nei territo- 
ri che lo assorbivano durante la 
guerra. D’altra parte il Giappone, 
con la creazione delle sue aziende in 
Cina, ha contribuito a valorizzarne 
le risorse, risultato ottenuto con la 
immobilizzazione di ingenti capitali, 
con l’impiego di ottimi suoi professio- 
nisti tecnici e del meglio delle sue 
maestranze. Tutto questo, mentre ha 
giovato alla Cina, facendole realiz- 
zare progress! che da sola sarebbe 
stata incapace di raggiungere, con- 
ferisce al Giappone titoli incontesta- 
bili di cointeressenza nelle sorti del
la nuova Repubblica, cointeressen
za che è massima in Manciuria, ed 
in alcune zone cosi diffusa e pré
dominante da presentare presso che 
una differenza solo formale dall’e- 
sercizio dell’effettiva amministrazio- 
ne e deU’effettivo governo. Ma di 
fronte a questa posizione tanto fati- 
cosamente costituitasi dal Giappone, 
sta ora il giovane nazionalismo ci
nese, insofferente di soggezioni, ani
mate dal proposito di realizzare la 
unificazione di tutta. la Cina e la 
sua assoluta indipendenza, naziona
lismo profondamente xenofobo, e che 
sebbene non sia ancora molto forte 
di numéro e di mezzi, lo è di volonté 
e di fede ed è in via di continue 
incremento.

Questi gravi antagonismi possono 
spiegare quanto sia di difficile solu- 
zione la questione cino-giapponese e 
quale importanza essa abbia per i 
due Paesi. )6e da un punto di vista 
teorico i Cinesi hanno diritto di es
sere padroni in casa propria, non è 
men vero che il Giappone ha acqui- 
stato in Cina, e principalmente nella 
Manciuria, titoli di propriété — di- 
ciamo pure la parola — che sarebbe 
iniquo disconoscergli; iniquo non 
soltanto, ma anche pericoloso, per 
le insopprimibili esigenze demografi- 
che ed economiche dalle quali il 
Giappone è attanagliato, e che non 
si possono alla leggera lasciare in- 
soddisfatte. Bisogna poi tener conto 
della presenza delle altre Potenze 
in Cina, gelose delle proprie posi- 
zioni e preoccupate di non lasciare 
modifleare a loro danno la situazio- 
ne nel Pacifico : il che créa compli- 
cazioni di altro ordine, ma non me- 
no important! delle precedenti.

L’appello fatto dalla Cina al Con
siglio* della Société delle Nazioni ha 
imposte a questo un cômpito quanto 
mai arduo, ma sommamente benefi- 
co per il mantenimente della pace in 
Cina. ‘ ,Oggi non si puô più mettere m dub- 
bio che senza l’intervento della Lega 
gli avvenimenti cinesi avrebbero as- 
sunto uno sviluppo ben più grave 
di quello in cui è stato possibile con- 
tenerli. La resistenza del Giappone 
ha dimostrato corne esso non sia più 
disposto a subire la volonté delle al
tre Potenze senza difendere strenua- 
mente i-propri interessi. E il na
zionalismo cinese, d’altra parte, ha 
sostenuto una battaglia diplomatica 
dalla quale esce sicurainente raffor- 
zato. Nella tempesta che stava per 
scatenarsi, Ginevra ha potuto darci 
una tregua, il massimo che potesse 
aspettarsene e che ha feheemente 
realizzato. Speriamo che sia tregua 
lunga; giacchè, quanto all ay veni
re in Oriente, troppe incognite vi 
sono, che rendono diffîcili le pre- 
visiom. Alberto De Marinis .

E’ difficile persuaders! che 1’azione 
del Giapponesi in Cina non abbia 
avuto per fine, almeno inizialmente, 
un’ occupazione territoriale; perché 
è difficile ammettere che la prote- 
zione dei sudditi e degli interessi 
giapponesi in Manciuria potesse ri- 
chiedere gl’inopinati atti di guerra 
compiuti in quelle provincie dalle 
truppe giapponesi. Inopinati, dicia- 
rno, riferendoci al loro improvviso 
manifestarsi, mentre tali non potreb- 
bero dirsi se messi in relazione co! 
preparativi dai quali furono prece- 
duti. Citazioni tolte da giornal! giap
ponesi apparsi prima degli avveni- 
menti manciuriani, e riportate da 
giornal! europei, possono provare 
quanto fosse diffuso negli ambienti 
militari giapponesi il sentimento di 
una guerra prossima con la Cina. 
E del resto è notorio, e si puô an
che essere disposti a giustificarlo, 
che tutta la politica del Giappone 
nel Pacifico mira ad allargare i con- 
fini dell’Impero in Cina. Politica per- 
sistente, fatta anzi più pénétrante 
e più tenace dai continu! ostacoli che 
l’hanno attraversata.

Avversato dalle maggiori Potenze 
europee nel 1895, dopo la guerra vit- 
toriosa contro la Cina che si chiuse 
col Trattato di Shimonoseki, il Giap
pone vide allora ridotti i frutti del
la sua vittoria al solo possesso ri- 
conosciutogli di Formosa. Umiliato, 
non rinunziô a ^endicarsi; e, dopo 
un raccoglimento e una preparazio- 
ne durati due lustri, potè sconfig- 
gere la Russia, impossessarsi delle 
sue concessioni a Porto-Arthur nel 1 
Liao-tung nella Manciuria méridio
nale, ed occupare la Corea. In se- 1 
guito, scoppiata la rivoluzione a 
Nanchino nel 1911 e dichiarata de- 
caduta la dinastia mancese, la di- 
plomazia di Tokio perseguiva il suo 
piano destreggiandosi fra i maggiori : 
esponenti del nuovo regime ed ot- 
tenendone privilegi in cambio degli ' 
aiuti loro forniti. La guerra in Eu- ' 
ropa le offri inaspettatamente nuovi 
motivi d’intervento armato in Cina : 
In forza dell’alleanza con l’Inghil- : 
terra, che obbligava il Giappone ad ! 
assicurare la difesa marittima delle 
Indie e degli interessi inglesi nel ' 
Pacifico, il Governo giapponese si 
schierô nell’agosto 1914 dalla parte ! 
degli Alleati e dichiarô guerra alla 
Germania, con l’evidente proposito di ' 
trarne profitto realizzando compensi * 
in Cina. Difatti, fra le prime opera- ! 
zioni delle truppe nipponiche, vi fu : 
l’occupazione dello Scian-tung, che < 
quasi poteva dirsi allora sotto il pro- ] 
tettorato tedesco. Sopraggiunta poi : 
la rivoluzione russa, division! giap- 1 
ponesi entravano nei territory che 1 
trano nella sfera d’influenza mo- ( 
scovita, spingendosi fino a Vladi- 1 
vostok, che dovè poi essere sgom- 
brata nel 1922. Vefluta la pace, il 5 
Giappone vedeva coronati da pieno 1 
successo i suoi sforzi, perché otte- ] 
neva col Trattato di Versailles il ' 
riconoscimento nello Scian-tung di ' 
tutti i diritti e di tutte le conces- 
sioni gié appartenenti alla Germa- • 
nia. Senonchè, a parte il diniego op- ' 
postogli dalFAmerica e dall’Inghil- 
terra all’emigrazione gialla nell’Ame- 
rica e nell’Australia, nuove e mag
giori delusioni lo attendevano an- 
cora uha volta, tre anni dopo, a 
Washington, dove nella Conferenza 
che ebbe luogo per il Pacifico, risol- 
levata dalla Cina la questione dello 
Scian-tung, i rappresentanti giappo
nesi, non più sostenuti dall’Inghil- 
terra che non aveva voluto rinno- 
vare l’allëanza, dovettero rinunziare 
all’espansione in quella provincia.

Questi fatti, più salienti fra i molti 
che potrebbero ancora ricordarsi, 
costituiscono circa mezzo secolo di 
ininterrotte lotte e di duri sacrifie! 
sostenuti dal Giappone per la süa 
penetrazione in Cina, lotte e sacri
fie! quasi sempre frustrati nei loro 
risultati dall’ intervento nemico di 
Potenze straniere.

E’ da dopo la guerra mondiale che 
i rapporti fra la Cjha e il Giappone 
sono andati diventando sempre più 
tesi. Ad. inaspiÿrli ha contribuito 
l’inframmettersi del Giappone nelle 
vic.ende ,della politica interna cinese. 
Durante le traversie della rivoluzio-
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E’ difficile persuadersi che 1’azione 
-‘Cfaffô-'h’èrfà-'heTa rd"mtrifehzaRtffib 
scovita, spingendosi fino a Vladi
vostok, che dovè poi essere sgom- 

‘ brata nei 1922. Veiiuta la pace, il 
Giappone vedeva coronati da pieno 
successo i suoi sforzi, perché otte- 
neva col Trattato di Versailles il 
riconoscimento nello Scian-tung di 
tutti i diritti e di tutte le conces- 
sioni già appartenenti alia Germa
nia. Senonchè, a parte il diniego op- 
postogli dall’America e dall’Inghil- 
terra all’emigrazione gialla nell’Ame
rica e nell’Australia, nuove e mag- 
giori delusioni lo attendevano an- 
cora una volta, tre anni dopo, a 
Washington, dove nella Conferenza 
che ebbe luogo per il Pacifico, risol- 
levata dalla Cina la questione dello 
Scian-tung, i rappresentanti giappo- 
iiesi, non più sostenuti dall’Inghil- 
terra che non aveva voluto rinno- 
vare 1’alleanza, dovettero rinunziare 
all’espansione in quella provincia.

Questi fatti, più salienti fra i molti 
che potrebbero ancora ricordarsi, 
costituiscono circa mezzo secolo di 
ininterrotte lotte e di duri sacrifici 
sostenuti dal Giappone per la sua 
penetrazione in Cina, lotte e sacri
fici quasi sempre frustrati nei loro 
risultati dall’ intervento nemico di 

I Potenze straniere.
I E’ da dopo la guerra tppndiale che 

i rapporti fra la Cina e il'Giappone 
sono andati diventàndo sempre più 
tesi. Ad inaspiyrli ha contribuito 
I’inframmettersi del Giappone nelle 
vicende della politica interna cinese. 
Durante le traversie della rivoluzio- 
ne, che si puô dire non sia ancora 
completamente sedata in Cina, il 
Giappone ha saputo trarre abilmente 
^artito dalle diffîcoltà in cui si è 
trovato il Governo centrale per pren- 
dere maggiore stabilité in Manciu- 
ria. Ciô ha provocato il risentimento 
del partito nazionale, il Kuomintang, 
e ha dato luogo aile note, violente, 
ripetute manifestazioni antigiappo- 
nesi. Nuove ragioni di contraste so
no poi sorte da'lla scadenza dei Trat- 
tati riguardanti la extraterritorialità 
accordata ai sudditi giapponesi. 
Quelli che seguono le cose di Oriente 
sanno benissimo che 1’abolizione del- 
l’extraterritorialità di cui godono gli 
stranieri in Cina è stata sempre il 
primo numéro del programma della 
giovane Cina. Il Governo di Nan- 
chino ha dichiarato più volte di non 
volere riconoscere i Trattati di extra
territorialità che furono imposti ai 
passati regimi. Tanto più esso sostie- 
ne questo suo punto di vista verso 
il Giappone, col quale tali Trattati 
sono scaduti da due anni. Ma il Giap
pone intende che sia mantenuta la 
giurisdizione giapponese per i suoi 
cittadini in Manciuria e nella Mon
golia; richiede che in tutti i porti 
sottoposti a Trattati siano costituiti 
tribunali special! con la presenza di 
un giudice giapponese per giudicare 
degli affari concernenti Giapponesi, 
ed esige che tutta la Cina sia aperta 
al commercio del Giappone. Il Go
verno cinese si rifiuta recisamente 
di aderire a queste richieste, e trat- 
tative erano appunto in corso alla 
vigilia degli ultimi avvenimenti di 
Manciuria. Nè sono queste tutte le 
cause di dissidi. Le industrie giap
ponesi ebbero uno sviluppo enorme 
durante la guerra, sia perché il 
Giappone fu allora uno dei maggiori 
rifornitori di materje prime agli 
Alleati, sia perché — venuto meno 
ogni altro concorrente nei mercati 
di Oriente — il Giappone ebbe mo- 
do di aumentare le sue esportazioni

e fu per tan to portât© ad accrescëre I 
lârsua attrezzatura economica. Ne è 1 
ednseguito, conTawento 4$Iapace, 
più forte il bisogno del Giappone di 
espandersi e di affermarsi in Cina. 
Ciô non solo per 1’incessante aumen-_ \JLL LLÏV1U vrx 1

no important! delle precedent!.
L’appello fatto dalla Cina al Con

siglio della Société delle Nazioni ha 
imposto a questo un cômpito quanto 
mai arduo, ma sommamente benefi- 
co per il mantenimento della pace in 
Cina.

Oggi non si puô più mettere in dub
bio che senza 1’intervento della Lega 
gli avvenimenti cinesi avrebbero as- 
sunto uno sviluppo ben più grave 
di quello in cui è stato possibile con- 
tenerli. La resistenza del Giappone 
ha dimostrato come esso non sia più 
disposto a subire la volonté delle al- 
tre Potenze senza difendere strenua- 
mente i*propri interessi. E il na- 
zionalismo cinese, d’altra parte, ha 
sostenuto una battaglia diplomatica 
dalla quale esce sicuramente raffor- 
zato. Nella tempesta che stava per 
scatenarsi, Ginevra ha potuto darci 
una tregua, il massimo che potesse 
aspettarsene e che ha felicemente 
realizzato. Speriamo che sia tregua 
lunga; giacchè, quanto all’ avveni- 
re in Oriente, troppe incognite vi 
sono, che rendono difïicili le pre- 
visioni.

Alberto De Marinis.
if vituifu j
ioo iod neaai oux?.ia is eAop eq \ 
eu oiâSèiA un ep lonpej ‘ejoriu eqap u



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By O- NARS, Date

November 8. 1^31
Lilian.

page 1
Despatch ho

M^INCIURIA

e per ora finita
/ Tokiodà ordine di non inseguire i Cinesi
Complicazioni personalità. Non soltanto in Estre- 

mo Oriente la politica internaziona- 
le si trova dinanzi a simili proble- 
mi che non si potranno mai aggiusta- 
re con palliativi o rimandare di ge- 
nerazione in generazione fino all’in- 
finito. Speriamo che I’avvertimento 
clamoroso e préoccupante che giun- 
ge dalla lontana Manciuria sia in- 
terpretato nel senso più esatto, e che 
spinga i Governi europei a stabilité 
nuovi rapport! sopra una base di 
sempre maggiore giustizia: unica 
base veramente solida e definitiva. 
La coscienza di questa giustizia per- 
metterebbe anche agli altri Governi 
di ammonite con maggiore autorité, 
a nome della comune civiltà, chi ten
tasse di turbare la pace, di cui il 
mondo ha bisogno. Allora e soltanto 
allora quella voce potrebbe far ca- 
dere di mano ai rissanti le armi già 
brandite, e magari, come nel caso 
presente, già anche troppo abbon- 
dantemente adoperate. //

Non ci voleva molto a prevedere 
che la situazione in Manciuria sa- 
rebbe peggiorata nonostante 1’inter- 
vento volonteroso ma platonico del
la Société delle Nazioni e gli ami- 
chevoli awertimenti di alcune gran
di Potenze ai due Governi interessa- 

- ti. Si tratta questa volta di una guet
ta in atto, non di rilevanti propor- 
zioni finora, ma reale: qualcosa di 
più comunque di una guerriglia, co
me taluno impropriamente ha cre- 
duto di definirla, perché non già for
ze irregolari sono in presenza, bensi 
truppe regolari condotte da capi uf- 
ficialmente riconosciuti e in diretto 
quotidiano contatto con i loro diret- 
ti superior! politic!. Se invece d’av- 
venire a moite migliaia di chilome- 
tri di distanza da noi, simili event! 
si svolgessero in una parte del mon
do più vicina, essi sarebbero giudi- 
cati con ben altro allarme e con ben* 
diversa passione. Ma anche cosi es
si restano eminentemente pericolosi, 
per sé stessi, per le complicazioni mi
litari che possono derivarne e infine 
perché rimettono sul tappeto in m$$ 
do insolitamente brusco e spia^fo- ' 
le la questione della validitàj|Éfetti- 
va del Patto Kellogg e dellemi- 
nori e maggiori convenz»ni diplo- 
matiche dirette a renderj^npossibile 
un conflitto armato fra/due Stati.

Non spetta a noi entrare nel me- 
rito della vertenza cino-giapponese; 
ma ci è concesso di deplorarla, per
ché in questo momento di generale; 
disagio non si sentiva il bisogno di 
una cosi violenta esplosione di anti- 
che rivalité in Estremo Oriente. E’ 
un esempio che, come tutti i cattivi 
esempi, puo essere seguito altrove, 
attirando specialmente coloro che da 
quanto succédé in Manciuria dedu- 
cono la poca efficacia dei patti in- 
ternazionali e la grande eloquenza, 
invece, del fatto compiuto.

Pur assumendo un atteggiamento 
riservato, 1’opinione pubblica italia- 
na non puô non riconoscere che il 
Giappone nel difendere energicamen- 
te i propri interessi in Manciuria 
esercita un suo diritto incontestab
le. E’ spiacevole tuttavia che non sia 
stato possibile, e forse non sia stalo 
neppure realmente cercato, di assi- 
curare in tempo quegli interessi sen- 
za ricorrere alia forza delle armi.

। Non si tratta qui di svolgere un’a- 
1 zione di prestigio: nessuno dubita 
5 che il Giappone, in virtù della sua 
g possente organizzazione militate, sia 
g in grado di schiacciare o eliminate 
| le resistenze cinesi nella grande pro- 

vincia di terraferma. Bisogna piut- 
tosto domandarsi se 1’uso della for
za in questo caso non tenda a susci- 
tare. nuovi e più ardenti problem! 
di natura internazionale, che in que
sto momento si sarebbero lasciati vo- 
lontieri dormire. Giudicando solo i

। fatti, bisogna riconoscere che il Giàp- 
J pone segue una linea logica, e che, 

sforzandosi di ristabilire la tranquil-1| 
lità in Manciuria manu vÿlitari, es-^ 
so rende anche un servizio alla cau
sa dell’ordine mondiale. Ma, ricon- 
ducendo la questione ai princlpi, è

I egualmente certo che il farsi ragio- 
ne coi propri mezzi non si accorda 

| con la tendenza generale, oggi preva- 
lente fra gli Stati, di dare a questi

I contrast! una forma e una procedu- 
ra giuridica. Ha dunque torto il 
Giappone d’agire come agisce?

La questione posta cost sarebbe in
soluble. Bisogna, per farsene un 
concetto esatto, salire più in alto. 
Le convenzioni internazionali sono 
una cosa séria e devono diventarlo 
sempre più; e si deve spetare che 
arrivi un giorno, probabilrnente Ion- 

s

nella Manciuria, con un governatore 
militate che avrebbe 1’appoggio delle 
forze di occupazlone nipponiche in Man
ciuria.

Hanno causato apprensione le noti- 
zie inviate dal console giapponese ad 
Harbin, secondo le quali rinforzi ci
nesi si muovono dalla frontiera sibe- 
riana verso Ang-ang-ki, apparentemen- 
te allo scopo di lanciare un nuovo at- 
tacco contro i Giapponesi. Inoltre un 
telegramma da Mukden segnala che 
le ricognizioni aeree compiute dai Giap
ponesi sulle retrovie cinesi hanno ri- 
velato forti concentramenti di truppe 
fra Ang-ang-ki e Tah-sing. Numéros! 
treni di munizioni si dirigono verso la 
zona delle oiperazioni dove i Cinesi si 
ipreparano a una lotta lunga e ben or- 
ganizzata. Queste notizie, che per ora 
non sono confermate da altra fonte, 
lasciano l’impressione che il conflitto 
sia tutt’altro che in via di placarsi.

Si nutrono vive apprensioni riguar- 
do alia sicurezza del console giappone
se e di dieci sudditi giapponesi resi
dent! a Tsi-tsi-har. Le comunicazioni 
con quella città sono interrotte, ciô 
che ha contribuito al diffondersi di vo- 
ci sensazionali.

Quanto all’atteggiamento del Gover- 
no di Mosca i igiornali riferiscono che
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Lar battaglia ai fiume Nonni à per ora finita
/ Tokio dà ordine di non inseguire i Cinesi
Complicazioni

Non ci voleva molto a prevedere 
che la situazione in Manciuria sa- 
rebbe peggiorata nonostante 1’inter- 
vento volonteroso ma platonico del
la Società delle Nazioni e gli ami- 
chevoli awertimenti di alcune gran
di Potenze ai due Govern! intéressa
it Si tratta questa volta di una guer- 
ra in atto, non di rilevanti propor- 
zioni finora, ma reale: qualcosa di 
più comunque di una guerriglia, co
me taluno impropriamente ha cre- 
duto di definirla, perché non già for- 
ze irregolari sono in presenza, bensi 
truppe regolari condotte da capi uf- 
ficialmente riconosciuti e in diretto 
quotidiano contatto con i loro diret- 
ti superior! politic!. Se invece d’av- 
œnn' tarro
sempre più; e si deve sperare che 
arrivi un giorno, probabilmente lon- 
tano, in cui ogni controversia fra 
popoli possa essere conciliata o de- 
cisa secondo norme inconcusse di di- 
ritto internazionale. Ma perché cio 
sia possibile occorre prima assicu- 
rare ai popoli e allé Nazioni una si
tuazione elementare di giustizia che 
non le metta nella nécessita di risol- 
vere da sé con 1’uso della forza i pro
blem! essenziali della loro stessa esi- 

1
4

personalità. Non soltanto in Estre
mo Oriente la politica internaziona
le si trova dinanzi a simili proble- 
mi che non si potranno mai aggiusta- 
re con palliativi o rimandare di ge- 
nerazione in generazione fino all’in- 
finito. Speriamo che 1’avvertimento 
ciamoroso e préoccupante che giun- 
ge dalla lontana Manciuria sia in- 
terpretato nel senso più esatto, e che 
spinga i Governi europei a stabilire 
nuovi rapporti sopra una base di 
sempre maggiore giustizia: unica 
base veramente solida e definitiva. 
La coscienza di questa giustizia per- 
metterebbe anche agli altri Governi 
di ammonire con maggiore autorité, 
a nome della comune civiltà, chi ten
tasse di turbare la pace, di cui il 
mondo ha bisogno. Allora e soltanto 
allora quella voce potrebbe far ca- 
dere di mano ai rissanti le armi già 
grandite, e magari, come nel caso 
j|resente, già anche troppo abbon- 
d»ntemente adoperate.

■ 75

stenza. Se si riconosce che il Giap- 
pone ha un incoercibile bisogno d’e- 
spansione; se si ammette che la suak 
azione in Manciuria ha segnato per 
questa un’epoca di lavoro e di ric- 
chezza mai vista; se si ritengono le-. 
gittimi, come certo sono, gli interes-; 
si delFImpero nipponico in quella 
sua quasi propaggine territoriale; se 
si ricorda che quegli interessi sono 
anche economicamente enormi; ne 
consegue che al Giappone è ricono- * 
sciuta implicitamente la facoltà di 
tutelare i proprî diritti acquisiti e i 
quella specie di ipoteca implicita che 
esso ha creduto di porre sulla vasta 
e ricca regione orientale della Repub- 
blica cinese.

Vi sono nella vita dei popoli e nei 
rapporti internazionali delle forze 
ideali e storiche imponenti, a cui in-‘" 
vano talvolta si oppongono le formu
le della diplomazia. L’abilità di que
sta deve dunque consistera piuttosto 
nel creare le condizioni favorevoli
per il prevalere dei nuovi concetti e 
dei nuovi accordi; e tali condizioni 
oggi si fondano sul riconoscimento 
del diritto dei popoli giovani e ]a- 
voratori a vivere ed espandersi fino 
alia piena affermazione della propria 

nella Manciuria, con un governatore 
militare che avrebbe 1’appoggio delle 
forze di occupazlone nipponiche in Man
ciuria.

Hanno causato apprensione le noti- 
zie inviate dal console giapponese ad 
Harbin, secondo le quali rinforzi ci
nesi si muovono dalla frontiera sibe- 
riana verso Ang-ang-ki, apparentemen- 
te allo scopo di lanciare un nuovo at- 
tacco contro i Giapponesi. Inoltre un 
telegramma da Mukden segnala che 
le ricognizioni aeree compiute dai Giap
ponesi sulle retrovie cinesi hanno ri- 
velato forti concentramenti di truppe 
fra Ang-ang-ki e Tah-sing. Numéros! 
treni di munizioni si dirigono verso la 
zona delle operazioni dove i Cinesi si 
ipreparano a una lotta lunga e ben or- 
ganizzata. Queste notizie, che per ora 
non sono confermate da altra fonte, 
lasciano l’impressione che il conflitto 
sia tutt’altro che in via di placarsi.

Si nutrono vive apprensioni riguar- 
do alia sicurezza del console giappone
se e di dieci sudditi giapponesi resi
dent! a Tsi-tsi-har. Le comunicazioni 
con quella città sono interrotte, ciô 
che ha contribuito al diffondersi di vo- 
ci sensazionali.

Quanto all’atteggiamento del Gover- 
no di Mosca i giornali riferiscono che il rrnn Q Vi < "p.1' P-T" - ■O"'? ---- -

c b
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Mai la Società delle Nazioni si è 
trovata di fronte ad una matassa 
cosi difficile a dipanare, come quella 
dei conflitto fra Cina e Giappone. Si è 
visto all’atto pratico come sia com
plicate mettere in moto la macchina 
societaria e soprattutto condurla ad 
un risultato concreto ed immediato.

' Problema politico, questo, che ha più 
■ vasta portata e che si impone anche 

per il piano Kellogg; ugualmente im- 
pemiato sulla buona fede interna
zionale all’infuori di ogni sanzione di 
forza.

Quello che ha reso più difficile nel 
caso spéciale il regolamento del con
flitto si è che non si tratta di una 
questione di ordine giuridico o di una 

। divergenza di natura esclusivamen- 
/ te politica, ma di una situazione eco- 
/ nomica e sociale che ha le sue pro

fonde radici nella nécessité di espan
sione di un popolo di 64 milioni di 
abitanti confinato in un territorio in- 
sulare rélativamente povero. Fu 
questa nécessité che già spinse il 
Giappone a conflitti più o meno 
cruenti con i Paesi vicini, cioè con la 
Russia e con la Cina. Con la prima, 
la guerra del 1904-5 pose fine ad una 
pressione pericolosa dei Russi che 
minacciavano di invadere tutto 1’E- 
stremo Oriente, con la seconda esiste 
uno state più o meno aperto di lotta, 
cui il trattato di Shimonosaki non 
ha certo nel 1895, dopo la guerra 
cino-giapponese, posto fine.

7 E’ inutile nascondere che ai confi- 
/ni dell’Estremo Oriente esiste dun- 
que un focolare d’incendio che ri- 
marrà vivo, sino a che il Giappone 
non abbia trovato un assetto confor
me allé sue nécessité di espansione 
economica, ed allé esigenze che 
derivano dalla sua pressione demo- 

L grafica.
Appunto per questo la Società 

Selle Nazioni nonostante ogni suo 
buon volere non potrà regolare de- 
flnitivamente un contraste che deri- j 
va da un movimento incomprensibi- ‘ 
le di un popolo troppo stretto nel- i 
la sua terra.

Infatti la spinta dell’Impero Giap
ponese verso una penetrazione sem- ■> 
pre maggiore in Manciuria fa parte 
Jdi un programma metodico in attua- 

, zione da parecchie decine di anni. Al ; 
rbisogno giapponese di nuovi territo- | 
iri alia sua popolazione, di nuovi j 
çsbocchi alla sua produzione, 1’Impe- | 

“to Cinese offre il campo più adatto ! 
!^ia per la vicinanza sua al Giappo- 
me, sia per la ricchezza di alcune sue 
({regioni, sia per lo stato di debolezza 
/in cui si trova da decenni il suo 
fcGoverno.
£*Gia dopo la guerra del 1894-95 
^terminâta con decisive vittorie giap- 

4 ponesi, 1’Impero del Sol Levante cre- 
deva di essere riuscito a metter pie- 
de suf continente asiatico facendosi 
tedere in affitto (formula allora di 
moda) Port Arthur e la penisola di 
Lîao-tung. Ma le Potenze europee in- 
teressate nell’Estremo Oriente co- 
strinsero il Giappone a rinunciare al 
Œaao-tung. La partita era rimessa 
ma non finita: la seconda mossa 
giapponese sembrô cambiare obbiet- 
tivo e invece che contro la Cina fu 
la tutta prima diretta contro la Rus
sia. Ma le vittorie giapponesi sul- 
I’lmpefo Russo furono pagate sopra 
tutto dall’Impero Cinese : la Russia 
fu bensi costretta a cedere una parte 
dell’isola di Sakhaline, ma cio che 
intéressé di più il Giappone fu la ■ 
investitura, ottenuta col trattato di f 
Porthsmouth, in tutti i diritti e pri- [ 
Vilegi che la Russia aveva in Man- 
Ciuria ed in Mongolia.

Fondandosi su questa base di di- * 
rltto riconosciuta in seguito anche 
dagli Stati Uniti, il Giappone inten
sified la sua penetrazione sul conti
nente asiatico. Nel 1911 incomincia- 
va ad annettersi la Corea, territorio M 
povero, non adatto ad essere coloniz- ■ 
zato, ma che costituiva la testa di ■ 
ponte verso 1’Asia mancese e mon- ■ 
golica ed anche un punto sicuro di ■ 
appoggio contro ogni possibilité di ■ 
rftorno offensive dei Russi. Era una ■ 
jnisura di precauzione. Invero il ■ 
Giappone aveva concluso coi Russi H 
un trattato di assicurazione, che ser- ■ 
ve a spiegare anche 1’attuale atteg- ■ 
fiamento dei Soviets. Di fatti dal ■ 

910 esiste fra»Giappone e Russia un ■ 
accordo, dapprima segreto ma rin- ■ 
novate poi nel 1925 in occasions del- ■

mondiale e con cui alcune delle parti 
dell’Impero Cinese diventavano vas- 
salle del Giappone sia dal punto di 
vista politico che da quello econo
mic©.

Cosi si spiega come gli sforzi del 
Kuo-min-tang, cioè del partito e del 
governo nazionalista cinese, tenden- 
ti a far abolire i trattati ineguali e 
per cio illegdli, abbiano trovato una 
certa benevola accoglienza presso le 
Potenze che hanno interessi nel- 
l’Estremo Oriente e che anche a co- 
sto di sacrifici loro non ritengono 
di dover lasciare mano libera ai 
Giapponesi. E cosi si spiega, meglio 
che col richiamo allé disposizioni del 
Covenant e del Patto Kellogg, tutto 
1’interessamento che la Società delle 
Nazioni porta al conflitto Cino-Giap- 
ponese, specialmente nel senso di 
porre fine al più presto all’occupa- 
zione militare della Manciuria che 
puo essere prodromo di una annes- 
sione definitiva.

Ma se da un lato si comprende la

pressione internazionalesul Giappo
ne, si comprende pure dall’altro co
me questo sia poco disposto ad ade- 
rirvi. La morte del capitano Naka
mura, il boicottaggio delle merci 
giapponesi, gli assalti dei banditi ci- 
nesi costituiscono solo 1’occasione_____________ _ _____________
dell’azione energica spiegata dal sità. Le altre Potenze possono çhie' 
Giappone. In realtà questo considéra • dére garanzie perché non venga pre 
come questione vitale per il suo av- giudicata la loro posizione futurs 
venire il poter proseguire la sua ope-Jsul mercato mancese, ma non avreb 
ra di penetrazione e di sviluppo nel bero in definitiva alcun vantaggio ne 
territorio mancese per cui ha giajritorno della Manciuria a quello staj 
fatto tanti sacrifici di vite e di de-‘*~ 
naro, e per cui ha una base nei trat
tati vigenti.

Ed è perciô che la resistenza allé 
domande della Società delle Nazio
ni, se ha dato luogo alia promessa 
giapponese di non mirare ad occu- 
pazioni territoriali, ha posto in pri
mo piano il riconoscimento e la ga- 
ranzia della situazione privilegiata 
che il Giappone possiede in Manciu
ria e a cui non vuole in alcun modo 
rinunziare.
? Vi è da chiedere se nell’interesse

délia civiltà il Giappone meriti d 
essere ostacolato nella sua azibn 
economica mancese. In sostanza es 
so fa un’opera di valorizzazione d 
territori nuovi e apre nuovi sbocch 
al ëommercio internazionale, che d 
nuovi sbocchi ha più che mai nece^

to <li semi-anarchia politica, econo* 
mica e militaré che è oggi la caratte 
ristica dell’Impero Cinese. ]

Non è percid un gran male nd 
il mpndo se il Giappone insiste nel| 
suatesi, e se una volta di più verra 
a rijconoscersi che è difficile, se n<n 
impossibile, comprimere la neces^ij 
ta di espansione di un popolo che » 
sente giovane e forte e a cui la suj 
terra non offre sufficient! risorse 1 
vitaj. it A

(HNO OLIVETTI.'
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Mai la Società delle Nazioni pi è 
trovata di fronte ad una matassa 
cosî difficile a dipanare, corne quella 
del conflitto fra Cina e Giappone. Si è 
visto alFatto pratico come sia com
plicate mettere in moto la maCchina 
societaria e soprattutto condurla ad 
un risultato concreto ed immediate. 

I Problema politico, questo, che ha più 
I vasta portata e che si impone anche 

per il piano Kellogg; ugualmente im- 
perniato sulla buona fede interna- 
ziohale alFinfuori di ogni sanzione di 
forza.

Quello che ha reso più difficile nel 
caso spéciale il regolamento del con
flitto si è che non si tratta di una 
questione di ordine giuridico o di una 

, divergenza di natura esclusivamen- 
/ te politica, ma di una situazione eco- 
/ nomica e sociale che ha le sue pro- 
' fonde radici nella necessità di espan

sione di un popolo di 64 milioni di 
abitanti confinato in un territorio in- 
sulare rèlativamente povero. Fu 
questa necessità che già spinse il 
Giappone a conflitti più o meno 
cruenti con i Paesi vicini, cioè con la 
Russia e con la Cina. Con la prima, 
la guerra del 1904-5 pose fine ad una 
pressione pericolosa dei Russi che 
minacciavano di invadere tutto FE- 
stremo Oriente, con la seconda esiste 
uno state più o meno aperto di lotta, 
cui il trattato dî Shimonosaki non 
ha certo nel 1895, dopo la guerra 
cino-giapponesé, posto fine.

7 E’ inutile nascondere che ai confi- 
/ni dell’Estremo Oriente esiste dun- 
que un focolare d’incendio che ri- 
marrà vivo, sino a che il Giappone 
non abbia trovato un assetto confor
me aile sue necessità di espansione ( 

_ .fifionamira». nd. «Ile., paterne ; 
accordo, dapprima segreto ma rin- : a 
novato poi nel 1925 in occasione del- | 
la ripresa delle relazioni diplomat!- : 
che fra Giappone e Soviets, per cui 
le due Potenze si impegnavano a ri- [ 
spettare ed a far rispettare i diritti . 
che ciascuna di esse possiede: il » 
Giappone nel Sud ed i Soviets nel J 
Nord della Manciuria.

Questa circostanza spiega corne i 
Russi non siano intervenuti nel con
flitto Cino-Giapponese ; corne d’altra ; 
parte il Giappone non abbia eserci- 
tato nessuna azione all’epoca della , 
vertenza Russo-Cinese del 1928-29.

Liberatosi cosî da una eventuale | 
opposizione russa, il Giappone ap- 
profittô dei vantaggi che i vari trat- K 
tati colla Russia e colla Cina gli as- M 
sieuravano. E non erano pochi. Per- H 
chè in virtù di essi i Giapponesi si K 
videro riconosciuta la propriété del- B 
le linee della Manciuria del Sud e E| 
del Chan-Ching e di altre minor: ; ed ||| 
inolt?e il diritto di occupare una stri- H 
scia di terreno di quasi 50 Km. di ||| 
larghezza da ogni lato della lineaB® 
ferroviaria. In questo territorio 6il| 
trovano le ricche minière di Fu-shun Kg 
per il carbone, e quelle di Pen-si-K 
hou per il ferro. Et

Era un campo magnifico di atti- 
vità che si apriva ai Giapponesi, e 
bisogna riconoscere che essi dimo-1|| 
strarono di saperne approfittare. I g|| 
calcoli più modesti fanno salire ad K 
oltre 3 miliardi di yens le somme da B 
essi investite per la messa in valore B 
del territorio mancese, che diventô ||| 
un paese prospero e tranquille, < da 
cui la popolazione cinese ha tratto ||g| 
vantaggi non meno grandi dei giap- El 
ponesi. •

Questo sviluppo della potenza del- Kf 
FImpero del Sol Levante non sem- E 
bra sia visto di molto buon occhio JÊ 
dalle Potenze intèressate nelFEstre- W 
mo Oriente, tanto che esse interven- S 
nero già nel 1922 per annullare le ® 
clausole del trattato di Pekino (of 
trattato delle 21 domande), cui ilf 
Giappone aveva costretto nel 1915 la / 
Cina, approfittando del conflittof

mondiale e con cui alcune delle parti 
dell’Impero Cinese diventavano vas- 
salle del Giappone sia dal punto di 
vista politico che da quello econo- 
mico.

Cosi si spiega come gli sforzi del 
Kuo-min-tang, cioè del partito e del 
governo nazionalista cinese, tenden- 
ti a far abolire i trattati ineguali e 
per ciô illegali, abbiano trovato una 
certa benevola accoglienza presso le 
Potenze che hanno interessi nel- 
l’Estremo Oriente e che anche a co- 
sto di sacrifici loro non ritengono 
di dover lasciare mano libera ai 
Giapponesi. E cosi si spiega, meglio 
che col richiamo allé disposizioni del 
Covenant e del Patto Kellogg, tutto 
Tinteressamento che la Società delle 
Nazioni porta al conflitto Cino-Giap- 
ponese, specialmente nel senso di 
porre fine al più presto alFoccupa- 
zione militare della Manciuria che 
puô essere prodromo di una annes- 
sione definitiva.

Ma se da un lato si comprende la

f

pressions internazionale sul Giappo-jdèlla civiltà il Giappone mer 
ne, si comprende pure dall’altro co-jessere ostacolato neila sua a 
me questo sia pôco disposto àd ade- economica mancese. In sostans 
rirvi. La morte del capitano Naka- so fa un opëra di valorizzazio 
mura, il boicottaggio delle merci territori nuovi e âpre nuovi sb 
giapponesi, gli assalti dei banditi ci- al Commercio internazionale, c 
nesi costituisconq solo l’occasione nuovi sbocchi ha più che mai r 
dell’azione energica spiegata dal sità.Le altre Potenze possono 
Giappone. In realtà questo considéra Mere garantie perche non vengs 
corne questione vitale per il suo av- giudicata la loro posizione fi 
venire il poter proseguire la sua ope-J sul jnercato mancese, ma non a 
ra di penetrazione e di sviluppo nel bero in definitiva alcun vantagg: 
territorio mancese per cui ha già ™-------- n.
fatto tanti sacrifici di vite e di de- 
naro, e per cui ha una base nei trat
tati vigenti.

Ed è perciô che la resistenza allé 
domande della Società delle Nazio
ni, se ha dato luogo alla promessa 
giapponese di non mirare ad occu- 
pazioni territorial!, ha posto in pri
mo piano il riconoscimento e la ga- 
ranzia della situazione i>rivilegiata 
che il Giappone possiede in Manciu
ria e a cui non vuole in alcun modo 
rinunziare.
/ Vi è da chiedere se nelFinteresse

ritornr. della Manciuria a quelle 
to di semi-anarchia politica, e 
mica è militare che è oggi la cai 
iristica delFImpero Cinese.

Non è perciô un gran mail 
il mpndo se il Giappone insiste 
suaj tesi, e se una volta di più i 
a rKonoscersi che è difficile, sc 
imppssibile, comprimere la ne< 
ta qi espansione di un popolo c 
sente giovane e forte e a cui 11 
terJa non offre sufficient risor 
vita. !V !

GINO OLIVE’
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Scp/rerie 

in Manciuria
East is East and West is West... 

(Rudyard Kipling).
H lettore milanese che ieri mat- 

tina, insieme col caffelatte, ha avu- 
to la sua brava copia del « Corrierc 
della Sera », deve aver provato la 
sensazione d’aver calzato, senza 
farci caso, gli stivali del gatto con 
gli stivali; d’aver fatto un formi- 
dabile volo di meridiani; d’avere 
fra mano non il giornale preferito, 
ma una copia, mettiamo, dell’« O* 
saka-Niki Niki », o del « Tokio Asa* 
hl». Ecco che finalmente una pa- 
rola chiara e definitiva era detta 
sul famoso confiitto cino-giappo- 
nese; il torto e la ragione spartili 
come si deve; la storia orientate | 
energicamente verso la strada di* | 
ritta. In sostanza, il grande gior*j 
nale milanese, interpretando 1’opi- i 
nione pubblica italiana (la quale j 
opinione pubblica, per vie occulte, ' 
gli avrebbe fatto sapere che rico- 
nosce al Giappone « un suo diritto 
incontestable a difendere energi
camente i propri interessi in Man
ciuria») dichiarava che i figli del 
Sol Levante rendono, manu milita
ri, anche un servizio alla causa del- 
l’ordine mondiale. Cosicchè il let
tore del foglio milanese era insié- 
me awertito che l’opinione pubbli* 
ca italiana e la causa dell’ordine 
mondiale sono in perfetta sintonia 
con gli interessi nipponici; la pri
ma colazione poteva dunque essor 
consumata al grido dl Nippon Ban
zai!

Ora anche noi, coi nostri affe- 
zionati lettori, facciamo modesta 
mente parte di quella che si costu
ma chiamare opinione pubblica lia 
liana; e abbiamo le nostre simpatie 
per la nobile e intraprendente na* 
zione giapponese. Ma non rluscia- 
mo a capire, neppnre doPQ aver ri- 
letto l’editoriale del « Corriere della 
Sera », corne sia possibile riconosce*

« implicitamente al Giappone la 
facoltà di tutelare i propri dirittl 
acquisiti e quella specie di ipoteca 
implicite che esso ha creduto di 
porre sulla vasta e ricca régions 
orientale della Repubblica cinese ». 
Tutto questo è molto implicito e 
assai poco esplicito. E’ implicito per 
il Giappone che ha le «sue» ra- 
gioni, corne la Cina ha le «sue»: 
non è affatto implicito per l’Italia 
la quale è spettatrice neutrale dei 
confiitto e, quel che più conta, ha 
responsabilité di giudice quale 
membro del Consiglio della S. d. N. 
Anche a voler trascurare le norme 

di cortesia che regolano solitamen* 
te i rapport! con paesi debitamen- 
te ricbnosciuti, vorremmo sapere 
quale mai ardita tesi potrebbe con- 
durre la nazione italiana a scopri- 
re nell’attivité delle truppe nippo 
niche in Manciuria un «servizio 
alla causa dell’ordine mondiale». 
Una scoperta siffatta sarebbe na4 
turale se le grandi potenze mon- 
diali avessero solennemente decl- 
so di spartirsi la irrequieta e incor 
reggibile Cina, per colonizzarla pol 
in consorzio, secondo i dettami del
la moderna civilté. Tutto è possi
bile, in ipotesi; alcuni anni fa, fu 
un francese, se non erriamo, a pro- 
porre l’elevazione forzata del teno- 
re di vita delle moltitudini cincsi 
allô scopo di fare dell’Asia quell’e* 
norme mercato che manca alla pro* 
duzione mondiale. Ma queste sono 
ipotesi dettate dal delirio della cri* 
si industriale; non sono fatti. 1 
fatti sono il riconoscimento del go 
verno nazionalista di Nanchino; la 
presenza della Cina, corne stato so* 
vrano, a Ginevra; la condanna del* 
la guerra, contenuta nel Patto Kel* i 
logg, come strumento di politics : 
nazionale.

Si diré che queste sono parole; 
e che gli interessi soffocano le pa
role. Allora domanderemo che cosa 
rie verrebbe in tasca, all’Italia, dal
la conquista della Manciuria da 
parte giapponese; quaïe vantaggio, 
d’ordine ideale o pratico, ricave- 
remmo noi da un mutamento di 
bandiera a Mukden. Forse che i 
giapponesi meditano, in silenzio, di, 
associarci nello sfruttamento della 
«vasta e ricca regione orientale 
della Repubblica cinese»? Il gior- 
n^Ie milanese, che si dice interpré
té dell’opinione pubblica italiana, 
lio sarebbe anche dell’opinione pri- 
vjata giapponese? Tutto puô essere; 
nia attendiamo conforma.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
TO? -----------------GRAY

FROMPe iping

Dated. November 25, 1931

Rec* d 4:10 a. m.

11 November 24, 7 p. m. Two Japanese companies

T|

O 
m

from Chuluho on practice march attacked, by Chinese at 

10 a. m., four miles northwest of Chuluho. At two p. m., 

<D 
OJ

(D
■k

W
00

no information has been received concerning progress of 

fighting. Japanese companies sent from.Mukden at'3 p. m., 

for reinforcement."

Repeated to Nanking.

For the Minister, >***
ENGERT

JS
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY

FRopieiping

Secretary of State

Washington, D. C

997, November 25

COPSES SENT TO 
O.N.I. ANDM. I.D.

Rec’d 4:10 a

9 a, m.

Following from Military Attache at Ohinchow:

Dated November

«Arrived at Chinchow 1:30 p. m., November twenty»

fourth» Situation quiet, no evidence increase of Chinese

forces this area. General Yung, Chief of Staff, expects

F/D
EW 

793.94/2872

Japanese attack here, states that he has no definite

instructions but will resist unless orders to retreat

received from Peking."

Repeated to Nanking and Tokyo

For the Minister

ENGERT m

! !
JS
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Collect
Charge Department

Charge

1—IM 
PREPARING OFFICE 

WILL INDICATE WHETHER TO BE TRANSMITTED
CONFIDENTIAL CODE

NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

Washington,

MW2S31AMEMBASSY

PARIS (France)

November 25, 1931

>^^FOR AMBASSADOR DAWES.

PLAIN

For your information,
Under date November 25/the American Legation at Peiping' 

reporte the receipt from the Military Attaché at Chinohow 

of the following: QUOTE Arrived at Chinchow 1:30 p. m.,

November twenty-fourth. Situation quiet, no evidence increai 

of Chinese forces this area. General Yung, Chief of Staff, 

expects Japanese attack here, states that he has no definite 

instructions but will resist unless orders to retreat 

received from Peking UNQUOTE.

793«94/2872

FE:MMH:REK FE
Enciphered by___ _______________ J

Sent by operator__________ M.t__________ , 19___ , ___________________
Index Bu.—No. 50. c ». w««te.o orrm >n, 1—188
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

TLA IN

FROM?eiPing

Dated November 25, 1931

Rec’d 4:10 a

Secretary of State

Washington, D,

1000, November 25th

quoteKuomen report from Nanking twenty-third

Wellington Koo as follows:

We are insisting that articles fifteen and

sixteen should be invoked in case Japan should continue

F/D
EW 

793.94/2873

to defy the decisions of the League. It is to be hoped

0
WAltf 

- ®31 i

that the League will not ignore our demand.”

Dr. Koo further said that in case League cannot 

settle difficulty the nine power treaty may be invoked,

He intimated that under the terms of this treaty China 

can call upon signatory powers to call an international 

conference for the solution of present conditions

For the Minister

ENGERT

JS
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CONFIDENTIAL

November 25, 1931. 
12:45 o’clock.■oo1^

MEMORANDUM OF.TRANSATLANTIC TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
BETVÆEN^ SECRETARY STIMSON AND AMBASSADOR DAWES IN PARIS.

Manchuria.

SECRETARY: I just called you to keep in touch - that is 

all. I telegraphed you last night. I trust you have my 

telegram.

DAWES: You received my answer, did you not? 

SECRETARY: No, not yet. In my telegram I said that 

Claudel had been in with a message of inquiry from Briand. 

Have you received the telegram in which I answered your 

long telegram about the relations with China?

DAWES: Yes. Have you received my 798? 

SECRETARY: I do not think so. No, I have not received 

it. Mine was No. 590.

DAWES: I have received your 590.

SECRETARY: I have not received your 798. 

DAWES: Shall I read it to you.

SECRETARY: Can you tell me the substance quicker than 

reading it?

DAWES: It is in code. I will tell you what the situation 

is now. Sze has put in the original proposal in which 

he proposes a time limit, etc., notwithstanding that he," 

that China, has heard of our attitude through you, or 

through Johnson or through me. The Council is meeting 

now. This morning, when I got your 590, I called Drummond 

and gave him our attitude under the condition that no 

statements should be made at all about it, that the United 

States would make no statements, unless the Council 

except Japan agreed upon the general plan of the resolution, 

and second I said it was important and this was for Briand* s 

information that the United States Government approves
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the general plan of settlement in the proposed resolution 

of the Council and has so informed both China and Japan. 

It has urged upon them acquiescence in the general plan 

embodied in the proposed resolution. He knows that. 

SECRETARY: Sze has virtually fileddenial - 

DAWES: That is his own proposition.

SECRETARY: He adheres to his own proposition. Have you 

any light on what he is really going to do?

DAWES: Sze has said to me that notice has been given to 

Briand but he has not told Briand to put that into the 

Council. Sze has handed this counter-proposal of China, 

from which he has eliminated all references to the 

United States, to Briand but has not instructed Briand 

as yet to send it to the Council.

SECRETARY: So it is there but has not been formally 

presented.

DAWES: Sze has not told him to present it to the Council 

and so that leaves the matter open. Now Briand has 

decided on the following program. His proposal, which 

he is putting to the Council this afternoon, is that he 

can publish not the general plan, that is the exact words 

of the resolution, but he will publish the general plan 

of the League to be embodied in the proposed resolution, 

for fear there might be some difficulties on the face of 

it among all these members of the Council. They were 

all agreed upon the statement of the general plan to be 

embodied in the resolution. I told him that in the 

event they did publish that to telephone me that it was 

published and to telephone me also the text of what they 

said, and then I would make this statement: The United 

States Government approves the general plan of settlement

embodied
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embodied in the proposed resolution of the Council and 

has so informed both China and Japan. It has urged upon 

them acquiescence in the general plan embodied in the 

proposed resolution. That will come out then pretty 

soon - in half an hour or so - after Briand has given 

to the press over there the statement of the general 

plan of settlement embodied in the proposed resolution. 

That is the way the matter stands now. 

SECRETARY; I see.

DAWES: Dr. Sze has been up here to the room and he has 

a proposal which he wants immediately to be put before 

the Council and that proposal, which is probably before 

them now, is that - well, he says that the Japanese are 

marching on Chinchow and he makes the proposition that 

the Chinese Army will withdraw behind the Chinese Wall 

if the Japanese will consent to the establishment of a 

neutral zone in which there will be stationed French 

and British troops and troops of other neutral countries. 

He does not mention the United States. I do not think 

that would interfere with Briand’s going ahead with his 

idea which is that he can now bring the moral force 

of the coordinated action of the United States and the 

League as pressure for peace on the two parties. That is 

about the situation.

I am waiting now for a telephone call, when the 

League gets through, of just what Briand is going to say, 

if anything. Of course, if he does not say anything, 

nothing is said here. 

SECRETARY: All right. I think that stands in a good 

situation then. I have talked the matter over with the 

President this morning and he thinks the time has come

when
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when our approval of such a plan might well be known 

and ought to be known.

DAWES: I think so. If they have any plan it will be 

known probably in an hour; that depends on the Council’s 

announcing the general plan. If they do not adopt the ’ 

general plan they would not want us to say anything 

because they have got to get together themselves. 

SECRETARY: What is your own private opinion of the 

likelihood of China coming to accept this Council 

proposition?

DAWES: I think there is a pretty fair prospect of it. 

If the United States makes this statement after Briand 

makes his statement I think that China will be in a better 

position to come in and I have been urging Sze that if 

China comes in that will strengthen the position of 

China. Then when Japan has settled the minor details 

why China will be in a position to and China

will be the one to make the change they are willing, I 

understand, to make. 

SECRETARY: Is Japan ready to accept this proposition? 

DAWES: They think that Japan is ready to accept the 

proposal, virtually yes. There are a few little things 

to be straightened up but neither Matsudaira nor the 

Council regards them as insuperable at all. They think 

they are going to get Japan in. 

SECRETARY: That is first-rate. I think the situation 

looks as well as can be expected at present.

DAWES: It depends a great deal on whether that statement 

works out of the movement of the Japanese troops within 

a day or so.

SECRETARY: In regard to the movement of troops you will 

remember that Shidehara has promised me that there would
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be no movement toward Chinchow except he spoke of a 

movement against about 2,000 bandits, which were not 

very far in that direction. Then in addition to that, 

Wellington Koo, the new Foreign Minister of China, has 

telegraphed sounding out our view upon the withdrawal 

of troops from Chinchow by China as far as the Great 

Wall, which is practically the same proposition that 

you say Dr. Sze is now putting up to the Council, and 

we are answering that telegraph wholly informally and 

merely in answer to their question that we are inclined 

to think it would be a prudent thing for them to do.

I believe that is all I have for the present. 

DAWES: All right, Mr. Secretary. I will sit right here 

and will call you up if there is anything unusual. 

SECRETARY: I am very much obliged. I think you are 

handling that in just the right way. 

DAWES: Statement we ought to make, because it may be 

necessary for me to ask your opinion on what I say, but 

I do not think so and I think what I have read you is 

going to be all right. I have talked with Dr. Sze 

about using the words "United States Government approves 

the general plan of settlement embodied in the proposal, 

and he thinks they are all right. We are all ready to go 

before the world.
SECRETARY: Since I have been talking to you, your telegram 

No. 798 has just come in, so I have it before me. I agree 

with it. It is all right. I notice that I only have 

Section One, but that seems to be all right.

DAWES: It follows what I said to you. 

SECRETARY: Goodbye.

S HLS HHR:VGN
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telegram must beThis 
closely paraphrased be
fore being communicated 
to anyone.

Reo

PARIS
From

Dated November 24

Secretary of State

Washington, D. 0

795, November 24, 7 p.m. (SECTION ONE)

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES

Following is Sweetser’s report of the League 

activities this morning

"Drummond has been informed that the three Japanese 

Ambassadors had cabled to Tokyo to ask if there were any 

truth in the reports that the Japanese intended to take

F/D
EW 

/\793.94/2874

Chinchoxv and to say that if so their task here would be ô 

very difficult. Shidehara has replied that he had consulte^ 3 

the Minister of War and the Chief of Staff and that they 

had said they had no such intention. They reserved the 

right, however, to take what measures of defense might 

be neoossary.

The Committee of twelve met again this morning 

from 11 to (#) to consider the situation, Briand reported 

that he had shown the draft resolution to Sze who still 

pressed for evacuation but who had agreed, nevertheless,

to transmit
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AM 2-^795, from Paris, Nov. 24, 7 p.m.

to transmit the text to Nanking. He hoped to have 

instructions today or tomorrow. Drummond added that 
Sze had particularly stressed with him the necessity, 

first, of having observers sent to the spot by the 

Government’s and, second, of appointing negotiators 

for evacuation at once. (END SECTION ONE)

0 SB

apparent omission

SHAW
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

PC

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased, be* 
fore being communicated 
to anyone.

PARIS

From Dated November 24, 1931

Rec'd. 8 p.m.

SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

795. November 24, 7 p.m. (SECTION TWO). 

He also said he had transmitted the draft informally to 

the Japanese under reservation, that it was not final 

and might still be amended by the Council. He had 

the impression that the Japanese would accept.

Cecil said that he thought the Chinese did not 

quite fully understand the draft especially the limit

ation as to interference with the military forces. He 

thought that Sze would be greatly helped if he understood 

the Commission could report on the military aspects though 

it could not give orders to the troops. As he understood 

it the Commission could begin its work in the investigation 

and report on the military situation there. If it reported 

in a certain way, the withdrawal of Japanese troops could 

hardly but be expedited. From the very outset the Chinese 

had stressed the desirability of evacuation under the 
supervision
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supervision of League observers: if the Chinese could 

see that this was a step in that direction it might 

help them a good deal. He did not thin£ the Chinese 

understood it in that light: he thought they had secured 

a good deal, more than they realized: he hesitated, however 

to press it with them because if they insisted on it too 

much it might frighten the Japanese. The lester added 

that Ito had come to see him this morning pointing out 

that at Saturday’s meeting the Japanese had not insisted 

as heretofore on the discussion of the fundamental 

points before evacuation and that there was here a 

definite change in the Japanese attitude.

Madariaga stressed again his distaste for even 

the appearance that the commission would not be 

entirely free to consider anything it wished or would 

be prevented by the military limitation from discussing 

the principal question at (END SECTION TWO)

SHAW

CSB
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be— PARIS
fore being communicated From 
to anyone. Dated November 24, 1931

Rec’d 8:55 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington, D. 0.

795, November 24, 7 p.m. (SECTION THREE AND LAST) 

issue which after all was the military occupation. He 

would like to add a sentence that the Commission would 

have every right to secure all information necessary 

for its report to the Council as to the security of 

Japanese subjects and the protection of their property. 

Cecil thought this might have exactly the opposite 

effect in giving a basis to continue the occupation till 

the report of the Commission whereupon Briand suggested 

and the others agreed that the point might be met by 

prefacing the fifth article with the phrase "without 

prejudice to the execution of the above mentioned 

measures"

The Guatemalan representative drew attention to 

the Japanese note of November 15th on the protection 

of railroad interests. He said that the view point 

therein expressed would cause disquietude throughout

Lat in
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Latin America where nearly all the railroads had been 

built by foreign financing. He thought they could not 

admit the idea of military occupation to protect such 

railroad investments. The Hague convention of 1907 

indeed forbade the use of force by one state to recoup 

the debts due by another state to its nationals.

Briand agreed that such a thesis was untenable and 

could not be advanced even indirectly.

The question of the American attitude also came up 

Before the meeting Leger stated informally but on behalf 

of Briand that a most useful contribution could be made 

by the United States if it were possible to let it’.s 

attitude on the draft proposal be known and, if it 

approved it, if it could so inform the Chinese (?). 

At the end of the meeting Briand mentioned this point 

to the Council saying that the American representative 

wanted to do anything he could to be useful but that 

he had hesitated to ask him to visit him until he 

had something decisive. Now, however, he thought that 

an expression of the American views would be very 

helpful if the Government felt able to make it;

consequently



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 116^2, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972BX. max. 0. ___NARS, Date *y $*

3~#795, from Paris, Nov. 24, 7 p.m

consequently it might be wise to take the matter up. 

The best course perhaps would, be for Drummond, to try 

to see him this afternoon to see if he were able to 

offer any suggestion or cooperation at this decisive 

moment."

SHAW



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 116$2, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972

0. NARS. Date

PM RECD

,<?/u
No .D-12^/WtZ“ "“j\

UM / A-si
^3^<AI^^AI-I CONSULATE GENERAL, 

Nanking, China.

NOV 2 4 31 October 20, 1931.

Subject: Precautions against Possible Japanese

*T|

o 
m

Military Action at Nanking.

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,

Washington

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the

(D 04 •
(D

CO

files of the Department, copies of a letter dated. 

October 16, 1931, addressed to this office by Axt£o- 

matic Telephones of China, Federal Incorporated, 

U. S. A., and of the reply thereto, dated October 20, 

1931, both of which letters relate to a request made 

by the American company that if there are indications _ 

of military action by the Japanese Government in this 

locality, the Japanese Consul be informed that the

Company has a specified financial interest in the
v''Nanking Telephone Administration.

The contract through which Automatic Telephones 

of China, Federal Incorporated, U. S. A., acquired its 

interests in the telephone equipment of Nanking was 

concluded on November 7, 1928, between the Ministry 

of Communications and Automatic Electric, Limited, 

Automatic Telephones of China, Federal Inc. U. S. A.

being
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being a subsidiary of Automatic Electric, Limited. The 

Consulate General has on file no copy of the contract, 

nor has it been supplied with any documentary proof that 

the aforesaid relationship exists between the two con

cerns, but should question arise in the future such 

evidence would doubtless be readily forthcoming.

Respectfully yours,

Enclosures:

1/ Copy of letter dated October 16, 1901, from 
Automatic Telephones of China, Federal Inc. 
U.S.A., to the American Consul General, Nanking;

2/ Copy of letter dated October 20, 1951, from the 
American Consul General, Nanking, to Automatic 
Telephones of China, Federal Inc. U. S. A.

Copy to the Department
Copy to the Legation, Peiping.

500

’,7RP:MCL



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date

Enclosure No. 1 to despatch to the Department No.D-125 
of Willys R. Peck, American Consul General at Nanking, 
China, dated October 20, 1931, entitled ’’Precautions 
against Possible Japanese Military Action at Nanking."

( COPY)

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONES OF CHINA 
FEDERAL INC. U. S. A.

236 SASSOON HOUSE 
SHANGHAI, CHINA

October. 16th, In reply refer to 
19 3 1. Nanking 60 - JKB:H

Your reference

American Consul-General, 
Nanking.

Dear Sir:-

Due to the various rumours that have been 
circulating about Nanking, and which have reached this 
Office, we have thought it advisable to bring to your 
attention the fact that this Company has interests in 
the Nanking Telephone Adm. to the extent of appro
ximately G^b6u,0o0.u0, by reason of a contract entered 
into between this Company and the Department of Com
munications of the Nationalist Government of the Republic 
of China. One copy of the Contract is lodged with the 
Department of Communications at Nanking and the other is 
in the safe in the Office of this Company in Shanghai.

Under the terms of the Contract, this 
Company supplied and installed telephone equipment for 
the city of Nanking, on a deferred payment basis. A 
certain percentage of the Contract price was paid on 
signing the Contract, the balance to be paid in monthly 
instalments. The equipment has been in operation now 
for more than one year, and already twelve monthly 
payments have been made against the Contract.

In the event that there are indications of 
military action by the Japanese Government, which might 
endanger our interests, we respectfully request that 
the above facts be brought to the attention of the 
Japanese Consul at Nanking.

We are sending this letter by our Nanking 
representative, Mr. E. B. Morton, who will submit for 
your perusal our Office copy of the Contract.
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It will be appreciated, if you will acknowledge 
receipt of this letter.

We have thought it expedient to take these 
precautions to protect our interests, in the event the 
city of Nanking is occupied by the Japanese, although the 
personal opinion of many is that the possibility is very 
remote.

Yours very respectfully,

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONES OF CHINA 
Federal Inc. U.S.A.

(Signed) J. K. Barrington

J. K. Barrington, 
Chief Engineer.
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Enclosure No. 2 to despatch to the Department No.D-125 
of Willys R. Peck, American Consul General at Nanking,China 
dated October 20, 1931, Entitled "Precautions against 
Possible Japanese Military Action at Nanking".

In reply refer to 
File No.300 WRP:MCL

American Consulate General, 
Nanking, China.

October 20, 1931.

Automatic Telephones of China, Federal Inc.,U.S.A., 
236 Sassoon House, 

Shanghai, China.

Sirs :

This office has received your letter of October 16, 
1931, (Reference Nanking 60 - JKB:H), in which you state 
that your Company has interests in the Nanking Telephone 
Administration to the extent of approximately G§560,000 
and request that, in the event of certain specified 
eventualities, this and other facts be brought to the 
attention of the Japanese Consul at Nanking. When 
handing this letter to the undersigned, your repre
sentative also exhibited a signed office copy of the 
contract of November 7, 1928, with the Ministry of 
Communications, on which your interests are based.

In reply, I beg leave to state that this office 
will endeavor to comply with your request in the 
premises.

Very respectfully yours,

'Willys R. Peck, 
American Consul General.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

. December 1, 1931.

Shanghai, October 22, 1931, Ko» 7919.

On October 18 a conflict took piece in

S hanglia i between Japanese marines and Chinese 

cotton mill workers. The Japanese Consul General 

stated to the Secretary General of the Internat

ional Settlement 'Ghat the Japanese considered the 

only izay to deal w”'th Chinese was by definite and 

swift action, and tint the Japanese marines did 

fire two shots into elie air and would have turned 

a machine gun on the mob had it not been that the 

macnine gun hung fire. llr. Cunningham considers 

that a greater outrage could not have been 

committed, and that it is thanks to a defective 

machine gun rathei’ than to the good judgment of 

the Japanese marines that a reasonable state of

peace
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Far Eastern Affairs 

peace now exists in the Settlement.

After a heated, discuss ion vzith representat

ives of the Municipal Council, the Japanese 

authorities have agreed, that no drastic action 

shall be taken by the Japanese marines except 

after consultation and agreement with the 

municipal police. In particular, the Japanese 

undertake to fire no volley into a mob without 

first consulting the police.

Tho ..as
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Department of State

Division of Far Eastern Affairs
November 27, 1931.

RSM:

Ilote marked passages of the enclosure with 
this despatch. The Municipal authorities of 
the International Settlement have had a heated 
argument with, the Japanese at Shanghai in regard 
to the maintenance of lav; and order in the 
Settlement and a tragedy of possible far reacfi-. ; 
ing importance was only averted by the failure 
of^a machine gun to fire.
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'the secretary of state,
WASHINGTON.

SIR:

F/D
EW 

793.94/2876

With reference to my confidential telegram of 

October 21, 2 p.m., concerning the Sino-Japanese situation 

1/ in Shanghai, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy 
of a self-explanatory despatch No. *70^0 of this date, 

with its enclosure, to the American Legation at Peiping, 

the enclosure being a memorandum of a conversation vhich 

I had on the evening of October 20, 1931, with Mr. Stirling 

Fessenden, Secretary General of the Shanghai Municipal 

Council.

Respectfully yours,

Enclosure:
1/- Copy of Shanghai Consulate General’s 

despatch No. 70*70 . with enclosure.

800 
PRJjNLH

In quintunlicate

1—1221

Received _i
4 üai-bon Oop.
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Mo, yaW#

AMERICAN GUHSULAH SWICK 
American Consulate Genoral, 

Shanghai, China, October sa, 1931,

mm 

subject: Local Cino»Japanese Situation.

The Honorable

Melson Trusler Johnson, 

American Minister, 

Peiping, China,

sir:

With reference to ny confidential telegram of

October 21, 2 p,m., concerning the Sino-Japanose situation 

1/ in shanghai, I have the honor to tranarait herewith a mmo» 

random of a conversation which I had on the evening of 

October 20, 1931, with llr, Stirling Peaeenden, ecretary 

General of the Shanghai Municipal Council,

Geepectfully yours,

Edwin S« Cunningham, 
American Consul General,

Enclosure ;
!/• Memorandum of conversât ton between 

Consul General Cunningham and 
TTS^rüitary General Fessenden, dated 
Wbior 20, 1931, 
‘J or/-

À true cj 
the signet 

00 )ginal.

fâ-.S^tu^îcate to, gopartmanj
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November 31,

. RECEIVED ff \

pivisiprj pg^AR EASTERN AFFAIRS

Mr. Secretary:

Dr. Feis has called to my attention

yesterday*s NEW YORK TIMES, page 2, that Japan has 

recently made large purchases of raw cotton.

This, if a fact, is interpreted to mean that Japan 

either expects possibly to have to use cotton for war
purposes or is indulging in "preparedness” against a 7s 

possible imposition by the powers of economic 

sanctions.
(0 
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division of

4 T10 N S

Mr* Secretary

Dr. Peis has called to my attention

November31,û

iTERN AFFAIRS

news in

yesterday1s NEW YORK TIMES, page 2, that Japan has

recently made large purchases of raw cotton.

This, if a fact, is interpreted to mean that Japan

either expects possibly to have to use cotton for war

purposes or is indulging in "preparedness” against a

possible imposition by the powers of economic

sanctions

FK 795.94/2877
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(E)

À Department of State

i Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 17, 10W.»

Mr. Secretary:

Herewith a brief estimate of 
situation in the Nonni hiver Bridge 
and Tsitsihar sector*

KB!'!t£lVED

NOV 1 7 1931

SECRETARY'S OFFICE

SKH/REK
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FK 790.94/2878
November 16, 1931.

MILITARY SITUATION IS THTx<qfflt*hfta'Wwd8£MWEU7fli_J^ 
Z.^ 7T .TBITRIHARfe?^!^ 153' 11^^, 1

Antecedents. ^■'ÆQÇPaRTmf mt Qp

The bridge over the Nonni River on thV'^e^mn-Angangki—- 

Railway, approximately thirty miles in a southerly direction 

from Angangki, was destroyed some weeks ago by Chinese 

soldiers of the Tsitsihar forces under the general command 

of General Ma Chan—shan (Acting Chairman of the Heilungkiang 

Provincial Government), in an effort to prevent the northerly 

advance of Chinese troops under General Chang Hhi-peng 
(allegedly a Japanese sympathizer). The Japanese declared 

that the restoration of the bridge was necessary to insure 

crop movements and sent a repair crew accompanied by a 

Japanese military escort, to repair the bridge. The Japanese 

issued an order to the opposing Chinese generals to withdraw 

their respective forces ten kilometres in either direction 

from the bridge. Subsequently, fighting broke out involving 

the Japanese, and the Tsitsihar troops were forced to retreat 

from their "first line position" northward to their "second 

line position". As a result of several engagements casualties 

occurred on both sides.

Present Situation.
Information which has been received largely from Chinese^ 

sources indicates that the Japanese have in the last few gay 
instituted a policy of provoking minor engagements, possibly 

with the idea of breaking down the morale of the Tsitsihar

troops.
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troops. The main position of the Tsitsihar troops centers 

about Sanohienfang. Japanese airplanes have recently 

dropped bombs on the positions held by the Tsitsihar troops, 
the Japanese

and/have attacked heavily with cavalry and artillery. These 

attacks were intensified on November 12 and 13. In a 

telegram dated November 15 from the Consul General (Myers) 

at Mukden it is stated that "after reporting quiet on the 

Nonni front during the last few days, broken only by minor 

outpost engagements, Japanese headquarters today was forced 

by newspaper correspondents, who had seen Tsitsihar des

patches to the contrary, to admit Japanese attacks with 

heavy artillery since November 12”. The fact that the 

repairs to the bridge across the Nonni River were completed 

by the Japanese on November 14 indicates that the immediate 

Nonni River bridge area has been within the Japanese lines 

for some time. FE estimates that the Tsitsihar troops 

in the area number about 15,000 and the Japanese troops 
from 3,000 to 4,000. General Honjo (Commander of Japanese 

forces in Manchuria) is quoted as having said that he 

intends to open the railway to Tsitsihar and keep it 

open.

Political Factors.

It has been apparent for some time that the Japanese 

have not desired General Ma Chan—shan to remain in control 

of the Tsitsihar area or to retain his position as 

Acting Chairman of the Heilungkiang Provincial Government.
It
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It seems now well established that, on or about November 12, 

the Japanese military issued an ultimatum to General Ma 

demanding that he resign his office as Acting Chairman 

of the Heilungkiang Provincial Government, that his troops 
be withdrawn from the c^ty of Tsitsihar ( the capital of

i
the Province, about thirty miles north of Angangki), and 

that no objection be made to the advance of Japanese troops 

to Angangki or perhaps even to Tsitsihar. General Ma 

refused to comply. The elimination of General Ma, who 

is receiving the support of the Chinese Government through 

Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang, would undoubtedly permit the re

organization of the Heilungkiang Provincial Government along 

lines more favorable to the Japanese, as occurred in the 

cases of the Kirin and Liaoning Provincial Governments. 

This gradual breaking down of the old régime indicates, 

as the Minister (Johnson) states, "that it would be 

impossible for Chang Hsueh-liang to reestablish his 

control of Manchuria either by himself or with outside 

aid."
(NOTE: In a message to the Secretary General of the 

League, dated November 8, the Japanese Government stated 

that it was firmly resolved to recall its troops "as soon 

as the work is terminated". Bridge repairs were completed 

on November 14.)
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1931

THE NONNI RIVER BATTLEFIELD.

Fihgting Is Reported Continuing in the Region of Tahsing, With Tsitsihar 
Menaced by an Advance of Japanese Troops. /j
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"November 16, noon.

One. Japanese Consul, his staff and remainder 

Japanese residents, including Major Hayashi, who 

negotiated with General Lfe. regarding bridge, of

Tsitsihar numbering 13 persons arrived at Harbin

yesterday morning.

Two. Local press this morning reports minor 

clashes at Honni River front yesterday in which

Japanese driven back, some killed and some made' 

prisoners. These reports confirmed by local Chinese 

officials, who are becoming proud of so called ability 

of Tsitsihar troops, and arc aiding the latter with 

money gifts and clothing and with words of encouragement. 

This elation on the part of the Chinese will cause the 

Japanese military to push onward to save the "face" 

of the Japanese army, which have been no doubt sending 

reinforcements to the Honni front.

Three. Ohushi returned to Harbin yesterday morning 
and confirmed 1 - T"
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CJH Page 2 - #952 from 
Peiping.

and confirmed to me ultimatum of Honjp delivered to Ma 

on the 15tli as mentioned in my telegram November 15, 

1 p.m. (END PART ONE).

ENGERT

J HR

WSB
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AM GRAY

Peiping via N. R.

Dated. November 17, 1931 

Rec •

// V A
Secretary of State, fi j g |g3| J

Washington, D. C.

952, November 17, 5 p.m. (Part Two)

Local Commissioner of Foreign Affairs stated, that 

Ma has been requested, to give an answer in regard, to his 

willingness to comply with the terms of the ultimatum 

by boon today and that he expects fighting to take place 

this afternoon. American journalists who returned from 

Tsitsihar yesterday morning feel that General Ma is 

determined to resist Japanese attacks.

Four. There is unrest among Mongols of Barga and

I believe that Princes Hu Lan Tai and Ku of the Young 

Mongol Party are being influenced by the Japanese, not 

by Soviet Russians, to agitate for Barga autonomy." 

Repeated to Nanking.

(End part two end message)

For the Minister

HPD 
WSB

ENGERT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HS Tokio

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be
fore being communicated 
to anyone.

Secretary of State

Washington

Dated November 25, 1931

Rec’d 5:00 a.m.

235, November 25, 1 p

VERY CONF IDEN TI AL . A:

Manchurian situation might be found by arranging that

International Commission assist in the personnel of local

Lianchurlan defense committees, by including selected 

representative non-political citizens, so that they should 

no longer be composed wholly of men looked on as picked by 

the Japanese. This might meet the Chinese demand for the 

International Commission to assist in expediting the Jap

anese withdrawal of troops, as the successful management 

of the defense committees would afford protection of life 

and property--now the main Japanese contention. The 

Japanese demands for proper police protection would be 

recognized as reasonable and accepted. I have not (repeat 

not) sounded official opinion about this.

HPD FORBES
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SUBJECT: Local Sino-Japanese Situation*

The honorable

The secretary of state,

I COPIES SENT TO è 
[ Q.N.L ANDM.1 0- I

Washington.
SIR:

F/D
EW 

793.94/2880

1/ I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a

self-explanatory despatch No. 7^</>"of this date, with 

its enclosures, from this Consulate General to the

legation in regard to the subject above mentioned.

Enclosure

Respectfully yours,

1/- Copy of Shanghai Consulate General’s 
despatch No. 7o¥-^ with enclosures.

800 
PRJîNLH

In quintuplicate
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ÀMmCAN SWIG®

Ameriesn Consult) is Ganaral, 
Shanghai, CMna, October 27, 1931.

subject: Local cino-Japanosè Situation,

The Honorable
Nelson irusler Johnson, 

.aeriaan .minister, 

Peiping, China.

sirs

i have the honor to refer to this consulate C-snyral’s 

daspatoh No. 7039, dated October 20, 1931, sith regard to 

the .-ino-Jap«m«se situation, and to state that the shanghai 

Chinese press, as well as the English Language press in 

hsmghai, has followed the action at Geneva with a great 

deal of Interest, There are enclosed herewith transla

tions of two editorials from the Chinese press which deal 

with this subject, Th© first is from the G1SSJ Pio of 

October 15, 1931, and the second from the HHXH SHIH HAIN 

PAO of October 20, 1931. In the latter editorial 

particular reference is mde to the obligations of ths 

united states under the Nine power Treaty signed at the 

ashington oonference in 1928,
Upon the occasion of the adjournment of the council 

of the League of Hâtions on October 2d, 1931, the local 

Chinese press expressed considerable peeeiMiaa with regard 

to the probability that the Japanese troops would withdraw 

into the youth Manchuria Hallway boos, She SHUH PAO
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stated that ©lace the Japanese Govemaent is noted for 

its plots and conspiracies in dealing with proposals 

involving China, that Govemaent would no doubt create 

many instance® during the next three weeks as grounds 

on which it might base its refusal to withdraw its 

troops into the railway sone. The f>£N All P&O. stated 
that Japan is the "encroaeher” in this crisis and there

fore tries to delay the solution of the problem as long 

as poasililo in order to laora definitely consolidate its 

position in Uanchuria. Jn the other hand China, being 

the aggrieved party, desires a speedy solution of the 

problem. Th© SIS Wa Li PAO prophesies that during the 

next three weeks it is not likely that Japan will withdrew 

its troops into the railway zone, but will probably extend 

its military activities in that area.

Jiespoctfully yours,

Edwin £. Cunningham, 
..rnnoricun consul General.

800 \ A'"Znodorig-\

. lual. </;, J 
i

In dll nil

Enclosures :

1/- Copy in translation of editorial 
from AHUM PAO of October 15, 1831.

2/- Copy in truncation of editorial 
from EHIH SHŒ HSIM PAO of 
catcher 20, 1931»
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nnolosure ï'îo» 1 to despatch Ho, '/ W V fraa .Cunningham, 
•uSMklaun consul -.meral at .Jiuaghux, china, dated October 87, 
1931, «mi the subject ’’Local lnô»>Japan©ae cituat ion,* 1 2

.-«Y -'1’2'. ,.'i. Iclù) : ->u -.xiLJCf .-i&GCfl.-i’ION 
t ajar -2. -jt

:jefore the end of •eptotv«r, th© voanc 11 or the League 
of ifetlonis oomenced the task of handling the
lno*>Jap&nese crisle but, imnediatoly after its comenoe- 

aaai, tho Japanese dtovomrsant announced again and again 
that th© îtmôhurian affair wua a loo -il question. between 
thlaa and -upan which could oe settled by means of diroot 
uagotiatiOKs between those two countries without the 
intervention of n third power. ‘fhe Japanese goveraaent 
objected ©ven to the iBstltfctiem of *“Oeraalssioa by the 
League to look into the real status of the nrstter. 
unfortunately, without penetrating their evil design, 
proving itself equal to the difficulties and functioning 
by virtue of the sanctity of agreer-iont. the league, 
overpowered’Uy the Japanese bullying attitude, jserfuuetorily 
discharged its duty by the aore expression of its hope and 
belief that Japan alght withdraw bar outrageous troops before 
October 14th, frosx ■ epteubor 30th up to c recent date, 
hawevex*, the Japanese not only fulled to kæp their premise 
of evacuating th® occupiod territory in conf amity slth 
tha resolution adopted by the council of the .wsagus but 
added fresh outrages to recent enormities, fho î^egue 
hue, therefore, called a special meeting b -t the Japanese 
insisted on direct negotiations without permitting a third 
5»‘,:er to intervene, -ueh a preposterous dernnd, *e ur.: 
coapall©» to refute oaphatioally and reject point blank,

a©Gordin^ to um® international usage, slum any question 
{irises that «any bee me the cause of strained relations between 
two countx’ies, the proper aoue of procedure to be followed is 
for tuc parties to »e©k a solution t^irough dlplamtle channel 
und by direct negotiations, «his is inapplicable to the 
problem now before us, ?ho reasons are at fallows:

1, Xnctead of going t.xrough th© regular diplomatie 
ononnel and •vuni.festinc sincerity to carry on direct jusgo- 
tintions with china before .optember 18th, th© Japanese 
suddenly resorted to force and waged an undeclared war upon 
china. It would appear that the Japanese dIplawcy and 
stixtesaansJiip had ^ot out of ei^ape by that time, othorwloe 
they wuld have dealt directly with us before : .epte'afoer 18th 
instead of ;.skin , for direct negotiations after the use of 
force, ~uch an action is inconsistent ælth reason, 
egregious, arbitrary and contmptuous to the vsarld, 
Leader no oircuiiatancae c<-n China accept the proposal,

2, hilo china offered absolutely no resistance, 
the Japanese troops continued to run amok, occupied 
Chinese cities, killod chines© soldiers end civilians, 
confiscated Chinese property, replaced Chinese flags with 
Japanese ©"blœns end appointed Japanese nationals as
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torritoridl authorities. Th® oxily thiwi tout they have 
not done ie th© transmission of a foroul déclarât ion of war 
Th© relatione "between China and Japan have been virtually 
severed inamuoh as th© Jepsnew resorted to force of arm» 
and. are treating China as a belligerent. dan. a nation 
ba expected to submit (srxivcaly to such uncdLled-for 
indignities as no individual wuld brook? would the 
Chinese people subject thenselvoB to the Japanese whiaseys 
and lot tho invaders dispose ox’ everything at will? 
How oould Lho Japanese who have alienated themselves from 
us talk of direct negotiations?

a. in thu wake of th® Japanese troops that regain 
on oui* soil have follovfod the Japanese warships detailed 
to all coastal and river ports in china. Th© planes 
that bombarded Chlnohow are constantly ttoautening us 
with serious damages, nad ruaor© concernIng the so-called 
separatist mov ament of .danohuria and Jongolia are afloat 
everywhere. bo the Japanese manifest a sincere wish 
to effect an. early settlement of the present is&ue while 
their enormitios are on th© irtoreuae? By the outrages 
perpetrated since ..epteiber 30th, the Japanese have 
unveiled their own determination to pursue the ‘’greater 
land1’ policy by drastic macsuNs, to disturb peace and to 
trample internat ion; J. treaties under foot. How could 
bhinu comeaoo direct uegotletioue even if she were 
m!rou$ of followin'."; such a course?

4. x‘hs outrageous action of the Japanese troops is 
not merely a sinpla Question between thins and Japan. It 
aervea not only to harass china but also to molest the 
world and threaten mankind with a serious issue. It is 
not only china but all other countries txust should accept 
the responsibility for the suppression of the outrage 
tending to jeopardise unkind. Chins «wets her liability 
to th© tsorlu and mankind vAea she .iukes repeated con
cessions and boars th© affront of th© J&peaose troops 
with the greatest possible fortitude. it is hereafter 
up to the ot;er countries as a whole to prevent eon- 
tinuunce and aggravation of such outrageous penduot and 
to have the trouble maker accept the responsibility 
that devolves upon her. China cannot and need not carry 
on direct segotiationw v/ith that party.

5. ’jn the Sth instant, the ttsrec big heads of the 
Japanese «.inlotry of ar held a meeting and discussed 
the Question of withdrawal of their troops. Five resolu
tions were then adopted. The fâiird resolution is that 
negotiations ar© to be conducted locally upon the birth of 
a now regime while the fourth resolution says that evacua
tion is not to be started until such a naw administration 
as is able to guarantee the safety of Japanese lives and 
property is established. Frora these resolutions, it 
would appear Shut, In conducting the so-called direct 
negotiations, the Japanese will not take as the proper 
arty to deal with either the central government of China 
or the local government of th® Northeast. Jhey man 
to wait until the separatist movoient of Fanchuria and 
Mongolia Kearnes a success so that they may open a farcical 
parley with the new regime established under their protec
tion. LMlcas we agree unconditionally to their term that

the

¥
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the MortMust shall co a vassalage of Japan and add to 
Uii.«5 .igrammit a certaiu nwabex of humiliating treaties, 
■.?KMl.d th® Japunoae wceepe our proposal» even if w should 
favor the idea of direct negotiation®?

m ene light of tn® foregoing, it la by no moans 
,'>oaa i >lo for China today to accept the tona for direct 
aegotiatiou;.. fhe position tufcen by the Chinese people 
today is that w should pl&ce the entire 'natter on the 
basis of tae sanctity of international agréaient» od 
calaly await a fair and equitable scia ion. if the
«Hies relinquish their duty and shift the responsibility 
oa the shoulder of China, than the course open to us is 
si User to trirreador to Japan by the conclusion of a 
humiliating treaty or to shed our blood in uu 
ultimate struggle with might for the hake of equity and 
Jonties us ssll as x'or our 'freedom and existence. with 
a history of civilisafelon eoverin. : a period of four 
thousand years, the chines© people dare say that they are 
too proud to bo® submission to others at all tl.-es &nd 
to strike their flag. This being impossible, the only 
alternative Is to await further developments and then 
fearlessly step out to fus nth. of bloodshed.

rhe allies are expected to understand that the above 
is the definite and clear-cut attitude of the Chinese 
people at the present ti .«♦ fhcre are in china a few 
.arsons ■»;«>, preferring to remain leisurely and. nervously 
wnere they are or falling to appreciate tue gravity of 
the situation and the seriousness of the consequence, 
udvpcate the acceptance of the é»3and for direct negotia
tions she result of rfilch should .æaji not only disgrace 
to this nation «ad a losn of sovereign rights but à 
wholesale dostx’uation of tlio spirit of an inde/endent 
stats* Lut us spit on their fees and taka drastic 
Measures to saiaxle such parsons.

(franslstod from JHÜN i-AO of 
Octo er lb, 19JI.)

fjrnns Jg
^een by BU

Copied by NUI
Compared with JI3
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«nelosur® ao* to des put oh ho. •L.uunningM®,
jwrioan vOttoul General at i>hang’iai, China, dated October ft?
1931. oaa the subject Local cino-Japanes® situation.”

C 0 1 X...

£ii. .d jL . a A uil Ji1' <Zh. ■ ■■J X-m.. ArL-. ,
0/ L x‘lû.-S Où, u’>. Iff? Li -- IN sSi - Nib .«"i'lJ >ÎX»

. ooeptiu the invitation of the x.aagu© of Nation®, 
tho United ctotes ha® dotuHod a representative to attend 
tno meetings of tn® council of the League* rhe» instructions 
of the -African Govern xeut to its representative tell hto 
to oozifino his s/©echos to otters that fall within th© 
purview of the anti-war treaty find not to wddle in such 
financial and Comoro lai treasures as are provided for in 
the Hi articles of the oagua’s covenant»’ This is not 
without ground so far as the relation of the United ■ iates 
•..itU the ; ..eague is concerned* hut the responsibility of 
licla ,:®n lias in saw thing over uici above the League’s 
covenant; naxwly, in the principles laid down in the 
i.ine-.'ower x^eot*

a ika^Q never lost memory of th® fbct that* in an 
aadeavor to seek a canplot© eolation for the far Last 
problem, the /uwrlcan government convened a ;weting of the 
representatives of various rowers at aahington ton years 
ago. As a result of tho negotiations and Alth a view to 
oaintenanoe of over-lusting peace in the -'ar .eat, there 
¥;Sfi concluded th© so-called âlne-powex* Peet whereby the 
contracting parties .greed not to infringe upon china’s 
3?,welgtt rights and territorial integrity or to enter into 
any secret agsmnt that might enable thea to acquire 
special privileges. i'he treaty was signed by the united 
states* aelgium, Luglond, China, Trance, Italy, Japan, 
Motherlands and Tortuga! and ratified by the government 
of ouch of the signatories. Th© Japanese govomwnt has 
now arbitrarily coanoneed military operations in tbs Three 
.astern fravineos of china, occupied Chinese cities, 
attacked Chinese civilians and soldiers, seixed public 
property as wll no private possessions, expelled Chinese 
authorities, killed certain ruomber® of th® chines© polio® 
force and pursued each other activities as are detrimental 
to China’s sovereign rights and territorial integrity 
regard.!©»® of justice. The ..wrican uovornmer.t has 
declared that sash actions ©a the pert of Japan offeet 
the provisions of che Hine-pover act and cen&tor Jorah of 
the U* ;. ©not® he® voiced th© opinion that it is in the 
Uine-powar fact that a solution should be sought for th® 
.ino-Japanee® crisis. z\s it is gratifying to observe that 
the United states has never forgotten th® pledge contained 
in the Nine-power Treaty, we oannot but turn our thought® 
to the contents of that docmant.

Chapter 1 of th© Hine-power fact provides that, except 
China, the coatructing parties agree (1st) to respect th® 
sovereignty and lulepunuano© as well 66 the territorial 
and administrative integrity of china, (8nd) to give China 
an ample and free opportunity for development and for the 
maintenance of an effective and a table government, (3rd) 
to wk® un effort individually to establish and maintain 
the principle of equal opportunities for all intemetional 
industries and Comoro® throughoxxt china and (4th) to refrain
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from taking advantage of any opportunity to gruap auch 
special privileges from China at will ai’foet ü» interest 
of the peoples of the other friendly states sub to refrain 
from measures tending to moxuiee the safety of other nation®.

üq government which has affined its signature to 
this agree;aent should forget its contenta» fiotr then the 
Japanese nation voulu explain its pro sent act!vitlee in 
the ihroe usatem provinces? ihe occupation. of Chinese 
territory, the seizure of public and private possessions, 
th© comjuideering of railway», the persecution of local 
authorities, the bœlbard®nt of chinebow ;<nd vicinity and. 
th© presentation of the demand that China must eater into 
direct negotiations with Japan before the question of 
withdrawal of Japanese troops can be taken up are all 
•fitters that would serve to defeat by a sinplo jtrolte th© 
intent and purpose of the provisions in th® 1st chapter 
of the nine-power Fact which is not a treaty between china 
.md Japan but a treaty that must be observed by all of the 
si^iatôrles in their relations with crnch other. .La respect 
to "china, the recent Japanese ouvrage» constitute an 
infringement upon her rights and torr!tory in contravention 
of treaty regulations while, in respect to th® otXi&r signa
tories o the treaty under xcview, they A-nifeet a total 
disregard for contractual obligations. If the other 
signatories realise that th© treaty is one vâilch they are 
still in duty bound to observe, it is certainly Incumbent 
upon that to adopt immediate snamiras to rectify the 
Japanese action that serves to thwart the purposes of 
that agree: iont,

jrior to tit© ;uropetm war and with n view to preserva
tion of world pea©», the :W®rs wre oound by shollar 
treaties of which tha most notable ■&&» the agreement 
entered into by par-wiont neutrals. jMd. that agreement 
teen observed in good faith, the great war would have 
never boon, fought, 3ut imed lately after the .^ustro- 
..ervion clash oocuri’ed, the permanent neutrality of ham- 
mirg end Jslgiiaa i®s torn to pieces in an ins tent and the 
great ,;ar that entailed irt'® trie ruble loss was eventually 
waged. fhe Nine-power .act is identical in nature to 
this pre-iBur engage,ieut and the outbreak of a second world . 
war sflbula be a raere question of time if, in it® attempt to 
gratify selfish desires, any party tharcto should «mash 
what 1® guaranteed by that treaty bb a mette? of no 
importance «

It is the Waited , tates that played the leading role 
in the conclusion of the *ïtne-pow«r act. ,hut reserva
tions it has mad» to the league of Mations in respect to 
freedom of setion and a;-?oech is a matter of no concern to 
us but we have already wiped our eyes and are waiting to 
see what effective measures the United states would take in 
fighting for th© inviolability of th© pact.

rranslated from the CHIN.
(SHIH LHIH JUIN PhO) of October 20, 1931

Iran» fg
,ean by MU

Copied by NLH 
compared with
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HS ------------------ GRAY

FROM Peiping via W-R*

Dated November 25, 1931

, Rec’d 9:05 a.m.

Secretary of Staif^-p^--i L
S&'fVT to

Washington| O.N.L AN1?M ' I)

PRIORITY.

1001, November 25, 1 p.m.

Legation’s 997 and 998.

Military Attache at Chinchow reports this morning;

•"General Yung telephoned he had received informatiçn 

Japanese armored train passed through Hsinmin three o'cloc 

p.m. November 24th followed, by troop t c./ four o'clock 

p.m. Trains proceeded 20 li south where troops detrained, 

maybe ■ to fight bandits or first move on Chinchow."

For the Minister

WSB ENGERT

HPD
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RfcCÜ

S1R:

I nave tne nonur 10 encase nerewitn a copy ■ 

niy despatcn Nu. 47ô, tu tne Legation, Peiping, China 

dated October 5x, un the abuve subject.

Respectiuu-y y^urs,

American Guns Générai

Enclosure

Copy ol despatch No. 47d.
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 

Mukden, China.

October 31, 1931.

SUBJECT: The 1. E. Gale Company’s Waco Aeroplane.

The Honorable

Nelson True1er Johnson,

American Minister,

Helping, China.

Sir: / ~ «
* *

I have the honor to request the Legation to refer 

to my despatch No. 454 of October 5, 1931, wherein there 

is a statement (pages9 and 10) concerning The L. E. Gale 

Company’s Waco aeroplane which was brought to Mukden 

during the past summer for demonstration purposes and 

was in the Chinese aerodrome here when it was occupied by 

the Japanese army on September 19th. The plane had been 

left in Mukden because of a broken engine which required 

parts from America to make the necessary repairs.

This Consulate General first informed the Japanese 

Consulate General of the presence of the plane at the aero 

drome and of its American ownership. Permission for Mr. 

Vincent to visit the aerodrome to ascertain the condition 

of the plane was refused by the Japanese military head

quarters, the reason given being that Japanese newspaper

correspondents
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oorrespondents had caused trouble when taken on a tour 

of inspection of the aerodrome. My official request was 

refused in the face of the' fact that only a few days be

fore a large group of Japanese visitors, including women, 

had been taken through the aerodrome.

The military authorities were then requested, through 

the Japanese Consulate General, to give this Consulate 

General a statement relative to the present location and 

condition of the plane. This request has been repeated 

both orally and in writing during the past three weeks but 

no reply has been received other then an unofficial state

ment from the Japanese Consulate General that it was unable 

to secure the desired information from the military head

quarters. On October 28th, the enclosed communication was 

addressed to the Japanese Consulate General. Ho reply has 

been received. Several days ago General Honjo issued a 

public statement to the effect that no private property 

might be reiæveâ from government buildings, et cetera, 

now occupied by the Japanese army, giving at the time an 

explanation of his position. The Japanese Consulate Gene

ral referred me to this statement but admitted that it quite 

obviously did not cover the case in question.

I regret therefore that it is necessary for me to 

bring the matter to the attention of the Legation with the 

suggestion that a brief summary of the case be telegraphed 

to the Department for whatever action it may deem appro

priate. It will be observed that a copy of this despatch 

is being sent to the Embassy at Tokyo.

Respectfully
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Respectfully yours,

M. S. Myers.
American Consul General

Enclosure: Communication addressed to Japanese Consulate
General dated October 28, 1931.

JCV-.AAB
340/800.

Original and one copy to Legation.
Five copies to Department. 
Copy to Embassy, Tokyo.
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 

Mukden, China.

October 28, 1931.

Six and deax Colleague,

I have the honor to request you to refer to the 

oorrespondenoe between this office and your Consulate 

General concerning the Waco aeroplane, property of 

the 1. E. Gale Company, which is now at the Chinese 

aerodrome.

My request that the Japanese military authorities 

make arrangements for MT. Vincent to visit the aerodrome 

in order to ascertain the condition of the plane was 

refused. Since that time repeated requests, both oral 

and written, have been made for a statement from the 

military authorities concerning the present location 

and condition of the plane. Although three weeks have 

passed since the first request was made no reply has 

been received. The Japanese military authorities’ 

indifference to my reasonable request is difficult for 

me to understand and gives weight to the rumour that 

the Waco plane has been destroyed by them. Because of 

the attitude of the Japanese military authorities, I 

regret to inform you that I shall be obliged to refer 

the matter to the Department of State if not given an 

answer to my request this week.

I

K. Hayashi, Esquire,

Consul General for Japan, 

Mukden, China.
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I have the honor to be, 

Six and deax Colleague, 

Your obedient sexvant,

M. 3. Myer8. 
American Consul General

JCV:WÏ2 
340
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE 393.1154(11) Anders®. Meyer &____ for___♦"

FROM .......HÉF..4*®._______ ________  (___ _____________ ) DATED .®!LI?.??*.

TO NAME •»

REGARDING:

Antung Electric Light Plant* Closing of by Japanese author! 
ties - report on -•
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE 393,1154(11) Andersen, Meyer•_&____ for
Coinpanjr/M

from__ den_____________ (__ ________ y dated
TQ NAME 1—1127 er

REGARDING:

Antung Electric Light Plant. Closing of by Japanese authorl 
ties - report on -,
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No.

î

M. !

KcGL

i

S

(D W

11 19o2(ir^

KFAWOmi :uil

Ig- «3 
CONSULATE,

I^uKd.ë£tïf^ÛHla, November b. 193x

H0V2331
,-SuDJggr;—Nonpayment of Checks Heid, by 

^ejdarax Incorporated, U 
rrs Ï

ary of State,
i <3 
- 3 I w

Washington.

I nave the nonor to enclose

my despatch No. 47b, to

dated October bl, 1931

Encxosure:

Copy of

MSM:HTW 
boo

Herewith a copy of

the Legation, reaping, China.

on tne above subject

Respectfully yours

nerax
M. S. Liyer 

American Consux

despatch No. 475

s

<0

ro 
co 
co
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

Mukden, China.

October 31, 1931.

SUBJECT; Nonpayment of Checks Held by Frazar, 
Federal Incorporated, U.S.A.

The Honorable

Nelson Trusler Johnson,

American Minister,

Peiping, China.

Sir:

I have the honor to refer to the Legation’s Instruc

tion of October 27, 1931, requesting information rela

tive to the refusal of payment by the Sank of China, 

Mukden., of three drafts drawn in favor of Frazar, Federal 

Incorporated by the Jehol authorities in payment for 

motor cars and automotive accessories ordered from Frazar 

Federal Incorporated.

The matter was brought to the attention of this 

Consulate General on October 23rd and was on the same 

day taken up with the Japanese Consulate General both 

by written despatch and personal conversations. A copy 

1/ of my despatch Is enclosed herewith. The Japanese Consu

late General promised to investigate the matter with a 

view to securing payment of the cheeks. On October 29th 

an officer of the Japanese Consulate General called at

this
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this office to explain that inquiries had revealed that 

the Bank of China, f^ukden, had no accounts in the names 

of the drawers of the checks in question.

Yesterday en officer of this Consulate General was 

confidentially informed Ly tl® manager of the National 

City Barde that he was certain that there were, or had 

been at the time of the Japanese military occupation of 

Mukden, funds in the Lank of Chine to the credit of the 

drawers of the checks held by Frazar,Federal incorporated. 

The manager of the bank pointed out, inter alia, that the 

rejection slip which was returned with the checks would 

certainly have contained a notation to the effect that the 

breviers did not have accounts with the bank if such had 

Been the case rather than have the written statement at 

the foot of the slip that "Japanese Amy advises that pay

ments of deposits of all Government offices are suspended”.

The above refer© to the two checks for $138,000.00 and 

$28,140.00 drawn by the Jehol government authorities. Al

though payment of the check for $123,540 drawn by the 

cashier of the Tung family was refused on the grounds that 

the drawer of the check should be present at the time of 

payment, it is believed that payment was refused for the 

same reason as given for the other two checks. No state

ment was mads at the time the check was presented to the 

effect that the drawer did not have an account.

As this Consulate General is not in a position to 

obtain definite proof of the existence of the accounts 

but believes that they do exist unless they have been

cancelled
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cancelled or removed since Japanese control over tsnking 

in Mukden was established, the points brought out in the 

previous paragraph were discussed yesterday with the 

Japanese Consulate General and the request made that it 

conduct a further investigation. The .Japanese Consulate 

General understood this office’s reasons for doubting the 

correctness of the report that there were no accounts to 

the credit of the drawers of the checks and is now making 

further inquiries into the matter. f'hile I am convinced 

of the sincerity of the Japanese Consulate General’s de

sire to obtain a satisfactory explanation of tho matter and, 

if possible, secure the payment of the checks, I doubt very 

seriously if an officer of that consulate will be permitted 

to examine the books of th© bank and it is only by so doing 

that it can be ascertained with certainty whether the Jehol 

authorities have or did have prior to the military occupa

tion accounts in the Bank of China at Mukden.

The Legation will be inforiiied of future developments.

Respectfully youra,

M. s. Myers. 
American Consul General.

1/ Enclosure: C«py of 
General

despatch to Japanese consulate 
dated October 23, 1931.

Original and one copy to Legation.
Five coplee to Department.
Copy to Embassy, Tokyo.

JCVîAAB
340/800.
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Mukden, China, October 32, 1921.

Six and dear Colleague,

X have the honour tc reçues; year aBkiat'-ncc in 

securing setelement of a difficulty which has been 

brought tc ay attention today by ths /raser, /eu er al 

Incorporated. 2b*3 following portincut extracts from 

a letter frera /razor, /adoral incorporated will serve 

tc explain the case:

We have in hand three shacks totalling 
silver $289,780.00, given us as part payment 
against contracts ae hold and orders we have 
received from the Jebol Motor Bus Service, 
subsidiary tc the Jehcl Provincial Government. 
These contracts cud orders fox the supply of 
trucks, buses, passenger cars, parts, tires, 
gasoline sud cil here bean given to us during 
the past two months and have no connection 
whatever the present military occupation 
end the Three Eastern Provinces. They repre
sent the continuance of constant business re
lations with this organization which we have 
enjoyed since 1924. Jus to our past tusiress 
relations we have been obliged to make deliv
eries of & part of ths materiel involved in 
these transactions against the payment to us 
of the above mentioned checks which we accept
ed in good faith.

Yesterday through the national City Bank 
of Sew York, in this city we presented two 
checks for $138,100.00 and $28,140.00 respect
ively for collection from ths local branch of 
the Bank of China. These were returned to us 
yesterday (October 22nd) afternoon with the 
following notation by the Bans. of China;

"Japanese Army admises that payment 
of deposits of all Government offices 
arc suspended

K. Hayashi,gaqulre, 

Consul General for Japan,

Musden



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. cflu4t«A<vx NARS, Date Ai-/J-75-

Yesterday we ourselves presented the third 
oheoi for |123,640.00 to the Sank of China. We 
were refused payment on the grounds that payment 
could only ha made in the presence of the drawer. 
In that the "chops’* were admitted to be in order 
this refusal appears ridiculous. It is oar opinion 
substantiated by verbal statements issue by the eub- 
menager of ths Bank of China, that payment against 
thia check has been suspended fox tne same reasons 
given for refusal to honour the first two above 
mentions^* «s understand that different reasons 
were given due to the fact that in the case of 
the first two checks the signature ox "chops" 
are obviously government department signatures 

the last mentioned check is signed by the 
cashiers of the "lang" family.

I snail appreciate your inquiring into the case 

deauxlbed above with a view to assisting ths Prasar, 

federal Incorporated, in scouring payment of the checks 

which they hold. It 1» hardly aacss.ury fox me to in

vita your attention to the fact that uday is securing 

payment of ao large an amount entails no small loss to 

the American firm.

1 have the honour to be,

dir and det-r colleague, 

four obedient servant,

M. 3. ayers.
American Consul General.

JCVtSO 
540

A true can of 
the signes erig- 
inal. ///^ t



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By rnxu o. uv\___NARS, Date /y~7 S*

r

of the Department, a copy of my despatch No* 2280, of even 

date, with enclosure as mentioned therein, sent to the Legation 

on the subject of Russian, Chinese and Japanese activities 

in North Manchuria*

Respectfully yours,

Gr* C* Hanson
American Consul General

enclosure as indicated
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No. 2280 WæiCÀÏT CONSULATE ŒENEHAL

HANBIN . CHINA, October 30, 1931

SUBJECT: TUB POLITICAL SITUATION IN NORTH MANGNUBIA

The Honorabls

Nelson Trusler Johnson,

Ataerioan m inister, 

Peiping, china

•Sir :

I have the honor to enclos© herewith a copy of a reesaorandum 

of u conversation had with a white jussian in the employ of the 

Chinese North-Eastern Navigation company, the ahips of which 

navigate the nungari and ajhut rivers, on the subject of the 

supplying of munitions by the soviet authorities to the 

Chinese military at Tsltslkar, oapltal of ,'ellungshimg province. 

This steamboat captain baa frequently given information to this 

office, much of which has proven to be carreot.

I am planning to leave on Saturday, October 31st, st 3 p. M. 

for Taitaikar, where I shell stay one day, gunday November 1st, 

and while there I shall attempt to verify the enclosed report*

Respectfully yours,

G. c. mason 
Anerieaa Consul General

1 enclosure as indicated 
copies sent to:
Department,
HBbassy, Tokyo,
Consulate General, Mukden*

och/tll
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, HANSON

The steamboat captain came in this morning to tell 
me that he had just returned from his last trip this 
season. He had also visited Habarovsk, where he brought 
ten carloads of soya beans.

He informed me that the political and military leaders 
of the U.3.S.R. were at the present time exceedingly 
interested in the political situation in Manchuria 
and that they followed carefully all developments. On 
the 15th, 16th and 17th of October they had met in con
ference at Habarovak. Representatives of the Amur and 
Maritime Districts were present. At this conference 
it was decided immediately to rearrange the composition 
of the troops in the Far Rast, and to replace the present 
troops with men drawn from the Ural. This has now been 
done.

A representative of Chang Hsuoh-liang was in Habarovsk, 
and requested, in his name and in that of Chinese Commer
cial Societies of Tsitsihar, that the USSR aid with guns 
and ammunition. it was decided to send ammunition from 
the Habarovsk arsenal to Tsitsihar. On October 22nd the 
Habarovsk military loaded on the Chinese barge Ho. 27 
large quantities of 3" Russian field pieces, ammunition 
for the same, rifles, machine guns and hand grenades. The 
barge was towed by the s.s. PAOHSIEN through Dahasusu, where 
the cargo was illegally passed by the Chinese Customs, and 
on the same day the cargo was unloaded on the Tsitsihar 
side of the river near the town of Tsalinho, 223 versts 
from Harbin. Similar shipments will be made also in the 
future. The Captain believed that up to the present time 
already three barge loads had been so shipped.

He claims to have exceptionally good Japanese 
connections at the present time, and one of his Japanese 
friends, a military captain connected in some capacity 
with the South Manchuria Railway’s local office, had re
quested him to draw up a list with detailed information 
relative to all tugboats on the Sungari river. He was 
informed that this information was urgently required by 
the Japanese military.

From his Japanese sources he had also been reliably 
informed that ths Japanese were prepared to occupy the 
following regions in Horth Manchuria: 1) Tsitsihar Province, 
in th À direction of the Honni river, the so-called Utitaken 
region; and the city and district of Talaishan; (2) Kirin 
Province - the Second Sungari river, and the city and dis
trict of Do tune. Inasmuch as these regions are of great
importance to the Japanese the occupation will take place 
by November loth next, in case the Nonni and Second Sungari 
rivers are frozen by that time. The Japanese have sent 
into these regions Korean agents to report on the condition 
of roads for military truck and automobile traffic. The 
Japanese evidence great interest in the city of Sansing 
on the Sungari, the jjutanchiang river and the region around 
station 3cho on the ^astern line of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway.
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Sellable information is to the effect that the 
*ugbo*î0 |*OHSIEB S^SUI TOUTES and TAILEE, with 
• «iÉht bBîgîa’ ***• during the season
brought to Habarovsk from Puohin and Aoloai. on the 
Sungari river, a total of 1,260,000 poods (of 36 lbs.) 
of soya beans and 384,000 poods of wheat.

TLL/th 
October 30, 1931
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The Honorable

The Secretary of State,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

In compliance with the Department’s 

instruction No. 293 of August 19, 1930, I 

have the honor to transmit herewith clip

pings from the French press, on the sub

ject of the Sino-Japanese conflict, cover

ing the period from November 10 to November 

13, 1931, inclusive.

rn 
ce

§

Respectfully yours,

Williamson S. Howell 
Charge d’Affaires ad interim

Enclosures
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Enclosures; (single copy).

Clippings from the following newspapers:

November 10, 1931.
No. 1 - L’HUMANITE

2 - L’OEUVRE
3 - LE POPULAIRE

November 11, 1931.
No. 4 - L’ERE NOUVELLE

5 - L’HUMANITE
6 - LE POPULAIRE
7 - LA REPUBLIQUE

November 12, 1931.
No. 8 - L'AGENCE TECHNIQUE DE LA PRESSE

9 - L’ERE NOUVELLE
10 - L’HUMANITE
11 - LE QUOTIDIEN
12 - LE POPULAIRE

November 13, 1931.
No. 13 - L’AVENIR

14 - L'HUMANITE
15 - L’INTRANSIGEANT
16 - LE JOURNAL
17 - LE POPULAIRE
18 - LE TEMPS

In quintupllcate. 
710.
RS/jdk



Closure Uo 1 to e- 
nf November lo, uox. in.^g, From the embassy a. 1-œis.

, ™ t trnrvv.HT'T'h, November 10, --k■’ri-roct from L’liur-..-ji - »
OE JOUR EN JOUR LA MENACE D'AMESSION ANTISOVlWE S’AGGR

Deux semaines avant la prise de Moukden 
la revue de l'état-major français 

“ justifiait” le coup de force japonais I M - - - ek=jeh=jd- - --------- ----- ’

Hier 
tes troupes 
japonaises 

ont bombardé 
Tien-Tsin

A
vant - hier, 
après Les 
<1 u r s com

bats qui s'étaient 
déroulés sur le 
pont de la Norma
les troupes japo
naises se p o r- 
1 aient à 10 kilo
mètres du che
min de fer de 
l’Est et prenaient 
prétexte de l'af
faire de Tsitsikar 
pour préparer 
une nouvelle ex
tension de l’occu
pation militaire. 
En même temps, 
des dépêches d’o
rigine nippone 

a nnonçaient
qu'une << républi
que indépendante » venait de se 
c-mistitiier en Mandchourie.

(m remarquera que, depuis ,1e 
ls septembre, ces rumeurs .ont été 
répandues à quatre ou cinq reprises 
H, de lait, lé gouvernement de To- 
kio s’efforce de susciter, da.ns la pro- 
vince du Nord, un mouvement pré- 
tmidùmcut séparatiste, qui ferait de 
la Mandchourie une dépendance ja
ponaise et laisserait la voie libre à 
l'organisation de l'intervention anti- 
suviétique sur que très large échelle.

Le bombardement 
de Tien-Tsin

Hier, nouvelle alerte I Cette fois,!
c’est au Sud-Ouest que les troupes 
de Tokio sévissent. Tien-Tsin est, à 
l'heure où ces. lignes sont écrites, 
§ous ie feu du bombardement japo
nais.

Dès bas. tout devient parfaitement 
clair, hurt de l’appui des puissances 
impérialistes, de l’appui, français eu 
purliculior, le Japon prétend : J* 
S'assurer — noji plus seulement en 
Mandchourie, — mais aùsâi tfàris leg 
mill's provinces chinoises, les posi
tions de commande ; 2° mettre à pro-1 
fit la situation ainsi acquise pour se 
p’. ( ('ipiter sur le territoire soviétique 
en se lançant d'abord sur le chemin 
de fer de l’Est.

Les deux opérations vont de pair 
et sont étroitement liées l'une à 
l'autre.

les rangs des travailleurs à l’heure 
ofi La Patrie socialiste est menacée 
comme elle ne l'a jamais été depuis 
quatorze années.

Eh bien, il faut qu'on sache que le 
prolétariat international, le proléta
riat français en particulier, ne lais
sera p-as ce crime s’accomplir.

On s’évertue à brouiller les choses 
et à jeter le trouble dans les esprits.

Redoublons d'efforts pour faire la 
lumière et préparer la réaction pro
létarienne.

Il faut que tous les prolétaires 
conscients soient convaincus du dan
ger.

Un document-massue
Il faut qu'ils se persuadent au sur

plus que la France est la grande or
ganisatrice du mauvais coup extrê
me-oriental. Les preuves abondent 
qui établissent le rôle monstrueux 
de l’impérialisme français. Nous en 
avons fourni ici quelques-unes par
ticulièrement démonstratives. Qu’on 
nous permette aujourd’hui de livrer 
aux . travailleurs un document de 
tioids.

Florilège de mensonges 
social-fascistes

Les héros de cette sinistre aven-vie vetie smisne aven
ture trouvent une fois de plus pour 
les excuser et les défendre, les porte- 
I‘prfde les plus authentiques de la’ 
11° Internationale. e »

Dans leur 'ardeur furieuse à ép.ou- ' 
scr la cause de l’impérialisme fran
çais, les gens du Populaire .accumu- 
ont les mensonges les plus Insensés 

et les inepties les plus criantes. m 
Contemplez, je vous' prie, le der-| 

rnei — le dernier en date car d’au-1 
t es viendront encore — feu d’arti-l 

prt“",e I 

I' Moscou, écrit le journal de M. I 
I 11 a ricn fait pour essayer d’é-| 
I viler au moins un conflit avec le Ju-I I ‘r des se’nu‘,le«. te Krem-I
V il il a t s I III ! n I
I c’Lt £7"7in fCS» tU ! Mais non> 
B i i , cc n du Populaire qui s’pQt llynché "éq oreilles lÆt(J ^oklaJ
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From the Embassy st Paris.
Extract from L’HUlvLlNITP, November 10, 1931

DE JOUR EN JOUR LA MENACE D'AGRESSION ANTISOVIÉTIQUE S’AGGRAVE 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - —-——

Deux semaines avant la prise de Moukden 
la revue de l’état-major français 

“ justifiait ” le coup de force japonais 
--------------- ;-------- QOOOQ----------------- ------

Hier 
les troupes 
japonaises 

ont bombardé 
Tien-Tsin

A
vant - hier, 
après 1e s 
durs com* 
bats qui s'étalent 

déroulés sur le 
pont de la Nonni, 
les troupes japo
naises se po r- 
1 aient à 10 kilo
mètres du che
min de fer de 
l’Est et prenaient 
prétexte de l’af
faire de Tsitsikar 
pour préparer 
une nouvelle ex
tension de l’occu
pation militaire. 
En même temps, 
des dépêches d’o
rigine nippone 

annonçaient
qu'une « républi
que indépendante les rangs des travailleurs à l’heure 

où La Patrie socialiste est menacée 
comme elle ne l’a jamais été definis 
quatorze années.

Eh bien, il faut qu'on sache que le 
prolétariat international, te proléta
riat français en particulier, ne lais
sera p-as ce crime’ s’accomplir.

On s’évertue à brouiller les choses 
et à jeter le trouble dans les esprits. 
; Redoublons d'efforts pour faire la 

lumière et préparer la réaction pro
létarienne.
conscients soient convaincus du dan
ger.

- Un document-massue
Fil faut qu'ils se persuadent au sur
plus que la France, est la grande cr- 
gàriisatrice du mauvais coup extrê- 
ïÉ>oriental. Les preuves abondent 
4® établissent le rôle monstrueux 

l’impérialisme français. Nous en 
aVons fourni ici quelques-unes par
ticulièrement démonstratives. Qu’on 
^ous permette qpjourd’hui de livrer 
eaïix travailleurs : un document de 
SBids.

venait de se 
cmistituer en Mandchourie.

(m remarquera que, depuis le 
1S septembre, ces rumeurs .ont été 
répandues ù quatre ou cinq nÿH'ises

Qu’on nous mo.ntre donc cette in
vite. Nous en discuterons. Non seu
lement la S.D.N. n’a pas levé le petit 
doigt pour arrêter l’agression japo
naise. mais elle l’a estampillée ; elle 
lui a donné, grâce à Briand, la con
sécration du pacifisme. La S.D.N. 
n'a pas été déficiente, comme essaie fant que tous les prolétaires 
de le prouver la presse des bonimen- ------ ---------------------
tours socialistes. Elle a été ,au con
traire. singulièrement active dans le 
soutien de la plus criminelle aven
ture, et le grand manager du san
glant coup deforce^ c’est M. Briand 
c'est-à-dire le représentant auhenti- 
que du pacifisme, celui que Blum, 
Renaudel et Cie voulaient il y a 
quelques mois installer à l’Elysée,!

Par contre, l’Etat soviétique a été 
depuis longtemps, non point en pa
pules. mais en fait, le champion de 
l’indépendance et de la souveraineté 
du peuple chinois. Il a reno.ncé auxj 
anciennes prérogatives dont la Rus
sie jouissait en Chine. Y a-t-il au 
monde un gouvernement socialiste où 
un délégué socialiste de la S.D.N? 
qui ait accompli un tel acta ? Répon-J 
dez, citoyen He.nderson ! Répondez, 
citoyen Boncour 1 J

Donc, deuxième affirmation duf 
Populaire, deuxième mènsonge. !

Nous pourrions enrichir cette liste. J 
Mais la cause est entendue, n’est-ce 
pas ?

On veut paralyser t la riposte ou-j 
prière. On veut jeter le désarroi dàjisi

wnmuuïçrp — " 4«wyu0
El ojinausjmoa 03 qiuj jn.l lub ajcarç
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Le 1er septèmbre dernier, c’est-à- 
dire-quinze jours avant le coup de 
force de Mqukden, la Revue Mili
taire Française publiait — comme 
par hasard — un important article 
sur les « Intérêts russes et japonais 
en Mandchourie. ». L’article est signé 
des initiales R. C. Mais, retenez que 
la Revue; Militaire Française est, 
comme l’indique son titré, « publiée 
avec le concours de l'état-major de 

d'armée ». . ' •
Elle est pal conséquent sous le 

•contrôle direct des grands chefs mi
litaires. L’article qu’elle consacrait 
le 1er septembre aux événements dei 
Mandchourie serait tout entier à ci
ter/ ;

En voici deux passages essentiels.
.CeluLci d’abord, consacré à la po

litique soviétique en Asie :
« S'exerçant contre l'ordre ou 

plutôt le désordre établi en Chine, 
la propagande communiste va à l'en
contre de la politique des puissan
ces qui y possèdent quelque intérêt. 
Son but reconnu est, d'après les af
firmations maintes fois répétées à 
Moscou, de jeter bas dans ce pays 
l'influence économique prépondéran
te des nations dites capitalistes 
d'Europe et d'Amérique. Conjuguée 
avec une activé campagne anticolo
niale dans les colonies asiatiques 
des grandes puissances, elle se pro
pose de provoquer chez ces derniè
res, par la fermeture des marchés 
d'Extrême-Orient, une crise de sur
production d'une gravité telle que 
la révolution mondiale tant désirée 
ne pourrait manquer de se produire.

« A ce titre, le Japon, en Mand
chourie, est menacé de la même ma
nière que T Angleterre .aux Indes, les 
Etats-Unis aux Philippines, la Fran
ce en Indochine et la Hollande en 
Indonésie. »

On notera l’appel très précis au 
front unique des grandes puissances 
impérialistes et l’on rapprochera 
utilement ces exhortations de la po
litique pratiquée le mois dernier à 
Genève.

Autre extrait suggestif., L’auteur 
de l’article, évoquant le conflit de 
l’Est chinois de 1929, écrit :

« Au moment le plus critique du 
conflit, la presse s'est faite l'écho 
d'une idée sur laquelle peu de ren
seignements ont transpiré. Il s'agis
sait d'un projet de contrôle de l'Est 
chinois par une commission interna
tionale qui eût pris a son compte la 
part russe de cette entreprise, en ga
rantie des dettes toujours impayées 
du gouvernement tsariste.

« Ici s'impose une remarque dont 
la France eût pu faire son profit si 
les circonstances l'avaient permis. Il! 
ne faut pas oublier en effet que c'est 
surtout avec des capitaux français 
qu'a été construit le transmandchou- 
rien. Notre gouvernement aurait 
donc eu le droit de revendiquer un 
régime préférentiel au cas où un 
système impliquant un contrôle in
ternational aurait dû être substitué j 
au statut ancien du chemin de fer.

<( A plusieurs reprises d'ailleurs, 
dans les années qui ont suivi la i 
guerre, nos diplomates ont fait va
loir nos droits pqrticuliers sur cette 
voie ferrée et ta question reste. en> 
tière. »

Action commune des impérialismes 
colonisateurs contre la politique so
viétique. contrôle international du , 
chemin de fer de l’Est, prépondé
rance de la France dans ce régime 
nouveau. Chantage financier de la 
France sur l’U.R.S.S. 1

Tout y est ! . 1
Deux semaines avant la prise de •

Moukdén, la révue du général Wiey- 
gand confessait qqe le mauvais coup 
avait : été préparé dans -, les cercles 
dirigeants français et que ses objec
tif s étai ent parfaitement déter:

Est-ce ass^z dire que c’ est sur nous , surtout, prolétaires” J français, que ! 
■ comptent à t cette heure les travail- 
léurs,r soviétiques et les , exploités 
d’Extrême-Orient,? r

Est-cé assez dire que c’est nous d’a
bord qui aurons à mettre en prati
que les grandes directives de notre 
Internationale communiste dans la 
lutte contre la guerre.

pour cela, il ne faut pas attend 
■ le jour de l’explosion. ■
I C’est tout de suite qu’il faut agir, ■ 
I c’est tout de suite qu’il faut organi- ■ 
I ser la mobilisation des masses ou- M 
Ivriènes contre la guerre, pour la' dé- ■ 
Ifénse de l’U.R.S.S. MI Gabriel PERI. ■
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Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 1951 
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From the Embassy at Faris.

Extract from L’OïCUVRE, November 10, 1931.

Les “civilisateurs"
Là situation s’aggrave en Mand

chourie. Les Japonais s’étaient avan
cés jusqu’à la rivière Nonni. Mais, 
contre-attaqués par le général mand
chou Ma-Chan-Shan, ils auraient 
battu en retraite.

« Battu en retraite » à cause de la 
supériorité de l’adversaire ? Non. 
L’état-major japonais, à en croire le 
correspondant du Daily Mail à 
Kharbine, se serait simplement aper
çu qu’il avait poussé trop loin vers 
le Nord et qu’il risquait ainsi « de 
provoquer une intervention armée de ru. r. s. s. »

«En effet, nous rappellent les 
« Débats », On sait qu'un traité 
avait été conclu en 1910 entre le Ja
pon et la Russie, délimitant les zo
nes d'influence respective des deux 
pays, traité qui a été renouvelé en 
1925, et qui laisse à l'influence rus
se la région empruntée par le train 
qui relie Hailar, en Sibérie russe, 
à Vladivostok, en passant par 
Kharbine. »

Mais n’est-ce pas le Figaro, si 
souvent d’accord avec les Débats, qui 
nous affirmait, l’autre jour, qu’en 
Mandchourie, « le Japon représente 
la civilisation » ?

Or si le Japon et la Russie se sont 
« partagé » la Mandchourie, c’est] 
évidemment pour y accomplir, cha
cun dans sa sphère, la même besogne 
vis-à-vis de ces sauvages de Chinois. 
Alors, la Russie représente aussi la 
« civilisation « — au même titre que 
le Japon ? Moi, je veux bien.

Mais qu’en pensent les Débats et 
le Figaro?

Jean Piot,
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From the Embassy at Paris.

Extract from LE POPULAIRE, November 10, 1931.

LA GUERRE EN MANDCHOURIE

Le Japon se plaint !
Le Japon est fort mécontent. Et il y 

‘a de quoi.
Ces terribles Chinois nç se gênent 

plus et obligent les doux Japonais 
à des actes que leur « respect des trai
tés » et leurs a intentions pacifiques » 
réprouvent.

Ainsi, par exemple, Tokio vient de 
dévoiler le plan machiavélique du gé
néral chinois Ma, qui s’est laissé bat
tre près de la rivière Nonni. Il l’a 
fait intentionnellement afin d’attirer 
les troupes japonaises dans la zone du 
chemin de fer de l’Est chinois dans 
l’espoir que l’armée nippone se heur
terait aux troupes soviétiques.

Telle est l’explication officieuse du 
gouvernement japonais. Mais chose cu
rieuse. Etant au courant de la machi
nation perfide du général chinois, le 
Japon se laisse prendre au piège 
et ses troupes avancent vers Tsitsikar.

Le Japon a encore un autre sujet 
de mécontentement. C’est que le secré
tariat de la S.D.NV se permet de pu
blier non seulement les communica
tions japonaises, mais aussi celles de 

‘1| Chine. Tokio accuse Genève de fa
voriser ainsi la propagande chinoise. 
Vraiment la S.D.N.,si timide vis-à-vis 
du Japon, n’a pas mérité un tel re
proche !

Je m’excuse de ce ton badin. Mais 
à la lecture des notes japonaises et 
des commentaires de la presse fran
çaise qui essaye de justifier l’attitude 
de l’agresseur, on se sent désarmé par 
.tant de mauvaise foi et de naïveté 
feinte.

Et entre temps, la situation s’ag
grave. Des incidents se sont produits 
à Tien-Tsin. Leurs origines sont très 
suspectes. Mais ils ont eu comme con
séquence le bombardement de la ville 
par les Japonais.

En outre, l’U. R. S. S. intervient.
Tass dénonce un complot 

antisoviétique à Kharbme. Sur l’insti
gation du consul japonais dans cette 
.ville, les Russes blancs prépareraient 
une attaque contre le consulat sovié
tique et contre la direction soviétique 
du chemin de fer de l’Est chinois. 
On comprend aisément quelles en se
llout les conséquences. ,

Ainsi d’heure en heure, les dangers 
d’une guerre sino-japano-russe devien
nent de plus en plus menaçants. j 

O. ROSENFELD.
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From the Embassy at Paris.

Extract from L’ERE NOUVELLE, November 11, 1931.

En Mandchourie
par Albert MILHAUD

Il fout examiner avec une extrême 
attention et infiniment d’esprit critique 
les nouvelles qui nous parviennent de 
Chine et du Japon. De toute évidence, 
les événements et leur interprétation 
par voie de presse — de presse extrême- 
orientale — ont pour but d'impression
ner l’aréopage pacificateur qui va se 
réunir le 16 novembre, à Paris. Peut- 
être, a-t-on, de part et d’autre, l’inten
tion de mettre les « juges » en face du 
fait acquis.

; Il n’y a guère lieu de se dissimuler 
que la situation est mauvaise. Au Ja
pon, l’opinion, chauffée à blanc, non 
seulement soutient le gouvernement, 
mais le pousse. Comme à l’époque de 
la guerre russo-japonaise, on commence 
à dire, là-bas, que le destin de 
l’Empire va sa jouer en Mandchou
rie. Les Japonais, irrités du mas- 
>.?re d’ouvriers agricoles coréens, 
— leurs sujets et protégés — as
sassinés en Mandchourie par des cul
tivateurs chinois, ne le sont pas moins

de l’assassinat d’un de leurs officiers, 
tué au cours d’un voyage de reconnais* 
sance... Faits éloignés déjà de quelques 
mois ou de quelques semaines; mais 1^ 
colère a grondé sourdement et elle a dé
terminé l’ambiance morale favorable à 
l’opération militaire le long de la ligné 
ferrée de Dalong à Tsisikar.

Le boycottage des marchandises ja* 
ponaises en Chine crée une vive an
goisse au Japon, où les affaires ne pros
pèrent pas beaucoup plus qu’ailleurs; 
Le gagne-pain de bien des Japonais est 
mis en question. L'hostilité chinoîsle 
menace l’avenir des petits comme des 
grands. D’autre part, il n’est pas dou
teux que la nouvelle politique chinoise^ 
qui a pour but de supprimer le vieux 
statut des établissements étrangers en 
Chine, atteint les Nippons autant que 
les Blancs. Aucune apparence de trai
tement privilégié pour les frères jaunes^ 
Le Chinois est sans pitié. Il est parfaite
ment décidé à traiter les voisins comme 
les autres étrangers. C’est-à-dire à le§ 

évincer et à les soumettre au droit com
mun. Plus de traités inégaux !

Les Japonais savent parfaitement que 
leur occupation de plus d’un quart de 
siècle dans la Mandchourie, province 
chinoise, ne constitue pas, aux yeux 
des Chinois, un droit définitif. Ce ré
gime provisoire, il n'est pas douteux 
que les Chinois voudraient y mettre un 
terme. C’est une grosse entreprise : en 
attendant, ils construisent une voie fer
rée pour concurrencer la ligne du Sud 
Mandchourien japonaise, c’est-à-dire 
le tronçon méridional du railway dont 
l’autre fraction rejoint le Transsibérien 
et se trouve aux mains des Soviets. Les 
Japonais considèrent comme une con
currence déloyale cette nouvelle voie 
ferrée qui va diminuer l’autorité poli
tique, militaire et économique de To- 
kio dans les plaines mandchoues. C’est 
donc une guerre sourde que se font les 
deux peuples, et quand le Japon subor
donne toute négociation avec la Chine 
aux divers points fondamentaux, il 
montre bien qu’à défaut d’une soumis
sion du Chinois on passera de la guerre 
sourde à l’autre, après la période inter-
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médiaire des expeditions punitives, • 
charmant euphémisme par où Ton tra- I 
du it les bombardements aériens, les dé
placements de cavalerie, d’infante-’e et 
d’artillerie et leur entrée en campagne.

Le fond du débat, ce sont les points 
fondamentaux. Quels sont-ils ? Recon
naissance par la Chine des traités exis
tants et des droits acquis par le Japon 
en Mandchourie; Abstention par les 
troupes chinoises de toute attaque con
tre les troupes japonaises dans la zone 
du chemin de fer; Garanties précises 
pour la vie et les biens des ressortis
sants nippons en Mandchourie; Cessa
tion de la campagne antijaponaise en 
Chine, et enfin, le Règlement des ques
tions de fond par des négociations di
rectes entre les deux gouvernements.

L’acceptation par la Chine de ces 
conditions, dont la première est la con
damnation du nouveau chemin de fer 
concurrent du Railway surmandchou- 
rien, c’est la soumission. La soumission i 
actuelle du gouvernement chinois au 
Japon, ce serait la condamnation de î 
Chang Kei Chek, la fin du gouverne
ment de Nankin et, pour fort long
temps, l’évanouissement de tout espoir 
d’un gouvernement commun, même 
faible, pour la Chine entière. La résis
tance au Japon, au contraire, c’est pro
bablement le seul moyen de recoller la 
porcelaine de Chine brisée, le seul es
poir de rapprocher tous les vieux chefs 
du Kuomingtang et de Nankin. Est-ce 
à dire que la Chine puisse aller au delà 
de cette hostilité contre le Japon et 
qu’elle soit apte à organiser la guerre 
Non : elle est elle-même fort au-des
sous du tsarisme d'il y a vingt-cinq ans 
Mais, à défaut de la guerre, la guerrilla 
et l’entrée en jeu de la soldatesque in
nombrable. Les Soviets enverront des 
tanks et du matériel de guerre aux fron
tières pour être à l’abri des surprises, et 
les Etats-Unis rapprocheront progres
sivement leurs flotte et flotlile d’Ex
trême-Orient du théâtre de tous ces 
désordres. Les observateurs de Genève 
et de Washington seront à pied d'œu
vre. Et ensuite ? La Société des nations, 
bombardée par les obus de la diploma
tie chinoise et japonaise, s’efforcera 
héroïquement de pallier le pire. Et pen
dant ce temps-là, la Conférence du dé 
sarmement se prépare sous le ric
tus narquois des stratèges d’Extrême 
Orient.

La Mandchourie a déjà fait, au début 
de ce siècle, bien du mal au monde.

Albert MILHAUD
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LA MENACE ANTISOVIÉTIQUE S’AGGRAVE

Le complot impérialiste en Mandchourie 
menace d’heure en heure 

de prendre le caractère de guerre ouverte 
contre l’Union Soviétique

———----- □[=]□£=□□---------------------

Des soldats japonais, revolver au poing, fouillent des passagers chinois de 
l’express Pékin à Moukden, à la gare de Huang-Kuten

Les articles projaponais de la presse 
honteusement arrosée, la campagne anti- 
soviétique du Temps et du Populaire, 
les fausses nouvelles, dans le genre de 
celle que nous dénoncions hier (le poste 
de T.S.F. des P.T.T. lançant la nou
velle de la « déclaration de guerre par 
l’U.R.S.S. au Japon »), montrent cha
que jour plus clairement que nous nous 
trouvons devant un plan bien préparé 
d’intervention contre l’Union soviétique.

Les faits parvenus à notre connaissance 
au cours des dernières vingt-quatre heu
res. corroborent encore plus les craintes 
qui animent la classe ouvrière interna
tionale, quant au danger qui menace le 
pays du socialisme.

Les impérialistes japonais veulent, à 
tout prix se rendre maîtres de Tsitsikar, 
dont nous avons déjà montré l’importance 
capitale pour l’U.ILS.S. Mais ils font 
agir d’abord les mercenaires du général 
vendu Tchang-Kaï-Peng, qui livrent com-|

bat aux troupes du général Ma, à cinq 
kilomètres du chemin de ter de l’Est- 
chinois. L’Etat-major nippon a fait re
mettre un ultimatum à Ma. exigeant la 
reddition immédiate de Tsitsikar à Peng

La deuxième étape de l’extension de 
l’occupation de la Mandchourie, se pré
cise donc avec rapidité. La dénonciation < 
du complot des gardes-blancs ourdi par 
la mission militaire japonaise à Khar- 
bine, et que signa lait hier l’agence Tass, 
est une nouvelle preuve que les impé
rialistes sont décidés à provoquer l’U. R. 
S. S. par tous les moyens.

Le complot impérialiste auquel parti
cipent, outre les généraux japonais, les 
gardes-blancs de tous les pays et le capi
tal linancier hongrois — quf joue le rôle 
dirigeant — menace d’heure en heure, 
de prendre le caractère de guerre ouverte’ 
contre l’U.R.S.S.
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vous mettre à nu l’œuvre impérialiste; 
criminelle de la S.D.N. et aussi le rôle 
impérialiste^ et antisoviétique du social- 
fascisme français et international dans la 
lutte de la bourgeoisie contre l’Etat ou
vrier. ,

il faut par tous les moyens possibles, 
empêcher une nouvelle intervention con
tre la patrie socialiste des travailleurs 
et des masses opprimées du monde en
tier.
. La guerre impérialiste menace. 

L’Union soviétique est en danger ! 
La mobilisation pour une puissante ac* 

tion contre la guerre impérialiste et pour 
la défense de l’U.R.S.S., de tous les ou
vriers communistes, socialistes, sans j 
parti est la tâche pressante des J»eiirgs1 
présentes. ,

M. MAGHIBN.

• h serait.extrêmement dangereux, dans 
les circonstances actuelles, de prêter la 
moindre confiance ’ aux notes de Briand 
ainsi qu’aux phrases creuses de Tchang- 
Kaï-Chek et de ses ^agents d’après les
quelles l’avance japonaise contre le che
min de fer de l’Est-Chinois et l’interven 
tion contre l’Union soviétique seraient 
mal vues ou même empêchées nor les 
puissances . impérialistes. C’est le cm- 
Ira ire qui est vrai.

Le bourreau Tchang-Kaï-Shek ne vient- 
il pas de demander à la'S.D.N. « de 
Constituer une armée internationale des
tinée à protéger le chemin de fer Sud- 
Mandchourien ? » N’est-ce pas là, l’appel 
à l’intervention des forces armées impé
rialistes pour prêter main-forte aux trou
pes japonaises contre l’Union soviétique 
et faciliter la répression flu mouvement 
des masses travailleuses de Mandchourie, 
que la terreur blanche et les expéditions 
primitives de l’occupant ne peuvent mâ- 
$er ?,

La suggestion de Nankin, dont il faut" 
chercher l’inspiration à Paris et à Wa
shington, ouvre aussi la porte à toutes les 
combinaisons et marchandages pour
amorcer le partage de la Chine entre les 
Impérialistes rivaux.

D’autre part, le gouvernement des 
ta dissidents » de Canton vient en aide 
pu Japon dans ses opérations vers le 
Nord de la Mandchourie et dans ses 
idesseins d’annexion définitive du pays 
en partie conquis. !

On apprend., en effet, qu’Eugène Chen, 
ministre des Affaires étrangères canto- 
nais, a, récemment, informé le Consul 
Idu Japon, à Canton, qu’il était favorable 
à la démilitarisation de la Mandchourie, 
à la nomination d’un homme de paille 
comme haut-commissaire à Moukden et 
ajoutait que les troupes japonaises de
vraient être responsables du « maintien ; 
jfe l’ordre » en Mandchourie .

Cet appui aux visées japonaises épaule 
la pression militaire sur Tsitsihar, car 
cette place représente la dernière for
teresse de la résistance à l’occupation 
hippone. Tsitsikar tombée, les Japonais 
mettraient un de leurs vils agents $ la 
tête de la province de Heilung-Kiang et 
ppurraient alors traiter avet les trois pro
vinces indépendantes, c’est-à-dire sanc
tionner l’annexion de fait de la Mand-j 
fchourie. ।

Et ils seraient. maîtres dans la zône ' 
He l’Est-Chinois, qui serait, avec l’appui 
He la France, enlevée à l’influence de 
l’U.R.S.S.’ et remis aux mains des impé
rialistes de la Russo-Asiatique.

Les provocations les plus insolentes, la 
campagne de presse, les complots, des 
gardes-blancs, montrent donc clairement 
la direction de l’occupation japonaise et 
Je rôle véritable des canailles du Kuomin
tang, instrumente dodiles aux mains 
lies impérialistes.

Dhns ces conditions, la, question du 
front uni à la base contre* les nouvelles 
menaces dont est l’objet l’Union sovié
tique, contre le dépècement de la Chine, 
contre la terreur des généraux japonais, 
d’une part, et des bourreaux du Kuo
mintang, de l'autre, contre la Société 
des Nations impérialistes, contre les gou
vernements de brigandage d’Angleterre, 
de France et d’Amérique, est plus que ' 
Jamais à l'ordre du jour.

Tous les membres du parti alertés, doi 
vent s’employer sans relâche, à démon
trer aux larges masses ouvrières, le rôle 
infâme de l’impérialisme français dans le 
plan d’aggression contre l’U.R.S.S., en 
Extrême Orient.

Lundi prochain va se réunir, à Paris, 
le Conseil de la S.D.N., pour « exa- ■ 
miner » à nouveau, la situation en Mand
chourie. Ce sera un nouveau concile] 
pour le renforcement du front uni des 
impérialistes contre l’Union soviétique, 
contre les travailleurs chinois.

Dans les usines et chantiers, nous deg
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Les troubles de Tien-Tsin 
ont été provoqués par le Japon

-----------------------------------------------------

Les Japonais ont adressé un ultimatum 
au général Ma, à Tsitsikar

IBM» _______

Dans une note adressée à la S. D. 
N., la Chine accuse formellement les 
Japonais d’avoir provoqué les trou
bles de Tien-Tsin, Par contre, le Ja
pon rejette naturellement toute la 
responsabilité sur les « bandits » 
chinois et sur l’agitation antijapo
naise soutenue par les autorités de 

। Nankin.
Mais une communication de sour- 

. ce japonaise semble expliquer ccttc 
affaire ténébreuse. Les comman
dants des garnisons étrangères et les 
consuls étrangers, à Tien-Tsin, émus 
par les troubles, se sont réunis pour 
examiner les mesures à prendre en 
vue de protéger les vies et les biens 
ds étrangers. Ainsi, grâce aux évé
nements de Tien-Tsin, le Conseil de 
la S. D. N. qui se réunira le 16 no
vembre à Paris, sera saisi de rap
ports des gouvernements ayant des 
concessions à Tien-Tsin, qui se 
plaindront de l’insécurité des étran
gers en Chine. Ainsi la thèse du Ja
pon serait justifiée. Son action mi
litaire en Mandchourie apparaîtrait 

. alors comme une opération de po- 
: lice ayant pour but de sauvegarder 
! les intérêts de tous les étrangers en 
I Chine.
' On comprendra que dans ces condi
tions, nous nous refusons d’admet
tre aussi bien la version japonaise 
des événements de Tien-Tsin que 
l’explication naïve des « troubles 
spontanés ». Ceux-ci servent trop 
bien les intérêts du Japon pour être 
indépendants de la volonté du com
mandement japonais,

* «ÿ 4>
Quant à la région de Tsitsiiïar, les 

combats semblent interrompus. Mais 
\de nouvelles batailles sont en pers- 
J pective. Les Japonais n’ont pas aban
donné leur projet de s’emparer de 
ce centre important. Ils ont adressé 
au général Ma un ultimatum pour 
lui enjoindre de remettre le pouvoir 

■ entre les mains des autorités « au
tonomes », qui sont en réalité des 

; créatures du Japon.
k Si Tokio réussit à s’emparer de 
[Tsitsikar avant le 16 novembre, le 
^Conseil de la S. D. N. se trouvera de
vant la situation suivante : duns les 
trois capitales de la Mandchourie, à 

^Müukden, à Kirine et à Tsitsikar, le 
'pouvoir sera entre les mains des 
i « gouvernements autonomes » : qui 
i proclameront « l’indépendance » de 
; la Mandchourie... sous la protection 
généreuse de Tokio,

On pourra discuter alors'pour sa
voir si oui ou non, le pacte Kellogg 
est violé et si le Covenant n’a pas été 
quelque peu oublié, — 0. R.
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AUTOUR DU CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS

L’armée de la civilisation
Nous n’avons pas. le droit de laisser que tandis que monte le flot japonais, 

descend le flot russe. Si les Japonais 
ont des droits sur la Mandchourie du 
Sud, les Soviets ont des droits sur la 
Mandchourie du Nord. Les chemins de 
fer nord-sud sont contrôlés par les uns, 
les chemins de fer est-ouest par les au
tres. Que l’armée japonaise apparaisse 
par trop comme l’armée du capitalisme, 
ou d'un certain capitalisme, l’armée so
viétique fera entendre qu’elle est l’ar-1 
mée du prolétariat. Les deux impéria
lismes se renforceront chacun d’une 
idéologie et la guerre qui peut les mettre 
aux prises débordera le plan national 
pour prendre le caractère d’une guerre 
civile. Tout cela pour dire que si le 
Japon représente une civilisation, comme 
le disent nos confrères, les Soviets 
pourraient, bien représenter une autre 
civilisation aussi, ou tout au moins un 
aspect de la civilisation assez différent 
du premier. Et nous ne parlons que du 
Japon et des Soviets. Pourquoi les Etats- 
Unis, l’Angleterre, la France n’inter
viendraient-ils pas, toujours au nom de 
la civilisation ?

Mais, bien pire. Cette armée japo
naise baptisée de la civilisation par nos 
confrères nationalistes, la S. D. N. la 
considère comme une armée qui poursuit 
des buts impérialistes avoués. Et il 
semble bien que Genève ait vu juste.

La vérité est qu’il faut que toutes 
les armées renoncent à se croire et à se 
dire les « bras séculiers » de la civi
lisation. L’ordre dans le monde devrait 
être organisé par Genève, mais s’il pou
vait 1 être — et il suffirait pour cela 
que le Bureau eût plus d’audace qu’il 
n’en a, et qu’un Briand ne fût pas com
battu par les ministres de son propre 
pays — les armées et les marines natio
nales ne devraient en aucun cas être 
utilisées comme moyens d’action par la 
S. D. N. Une armée internationale, 
tant qu’on voudra. L’emploi d’armées 
ou de marines nationales, jamais.

Au surplus, pour l’heure, nous con
tinuons de considérer l'armée japonaise 
comme une armée qui domine son gou
vernement et veut tout bonnement an
nexer la Mandchourie et reculer les li
mites de l'Empire. Jusqu'à preuve du 
contraire, cela ne s'appelle pas, ou nei 
s’appelle plus, en 1931, servir la civi-1 
libation

Pierre DOMINIQUE.

nos adversaires continuer leur affreuse 
campagne sur le Japon, gendarme de la 
civilisation et pacificateur possible de la 
Chine. La thèse est soutenue dans tous 
nos organes réactionnaires et modérés. 
Et il est bien entendu que la Chine est 
en plein état d’anarchie, tandis que le 
Japon, équipé à l’européenne, jouit 
d’un gouvernement régulier et fort, mais 
la civilisation ne réside pas uniquement 
dans l’ordre apparent, dans les polices 
et les gendarmeries.

Déjà, il y a quelques jours, M. Sté
phane Lauzanne écrivant dans le Matin 
nous rapportait ce propos de quelques 
Américains :

— Gardez bien votre armée. Elle est 
la gardienne de la civilisation.

Je me défie grandement pour ma part 
de ces bras séculiers que l’on voudrait 
volontiers offrir à la « civilisation » et 
j’ai été effrayé, il y a huit jours, de 
voir M. Léon Blum écrire dans le 
Populaire à propos d’un projet de res
tauration des Habsbourg: „ « Qu’en 
pense Paris ? Qu’en pense Londres ? 
Qu’en pense Prague ? »

Mais que pouvaient en penser ces 
trois capitales ? Et si elles avaient pensé 
que la restauration des Habsbourg était 
néfaste à l’Europe et que cependant la 
Hongrie et l’Autriche l’eussent désirée? 
Prague et Bucarest auraient-elles dû 
mobiliser ? Mais si l’Italie avait pensé 
le contraire ? Avec sa méthode, M. 
Léon Blum mettait le feu à l’Europe.

Je sais bien que la S. D. N. aurait 
pu intervenir pour préciser les conditions 
d’une intervention. A temps ? C’est 
douteux. Et puis voit-on la S. D. N. 
commandant à l’armée tchécoslovaque 
de marcher sur Vienne ou sur Buda- 
pesth ?

Dans le cas du Japon et de la Mand
chourie, il y a quelque chose de pire. 
C’est que l’armée du Japon risqué d’ap
paraître non pas comme l'armée de l’or
dre, mais comme l’armée du capitalis
me ou du moins d’un certain capitalis
me. En effet, nous avons souligné déjà 
plus d’une fois que la Mandchourie 
avait été colonisée par des millions de 
coolies chinois et quelques milliers d'in
génieurs japonais, appuyés par quelque 
trente milliards de francs de capitaux 
investis.

S’il n'y avait que cela I... Mais voici:
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La Question du Jour

De Corse en Chine

vent être nécessaires — doivent ne s'effectuer que' 
sur mandat de la Société des Nations, par les gen
darmes de la Société des Nations. Pourquoi, en at
tendant qu'une organisation de police internatio
nale puisse être créée, ne demanderait-on pas aux 
Etats de mettre à la disposition de la Société des 
Nations et sous les ordres de ses commissaires, une 
fraction des forces nationales? Si des troupes ja-~ 
ponaises étaient intervenues en Mandchourie dans 
de telles conditions, en vertu d'un semblable man
dat, personne n'aurait rien pu objecter à leur acti
vité. Tandis que dans les conditions actuelles, rien 
ne légitime l'intervention japonaise. Cest le Japon 
qui se met hors la loi. Par lui, la guerre menace. 
Est-il donc si difficile de proposer clairement, au 
grand jour, la formule par laquelle la paix du mon
de serait enfin placée sous la sauvegarde de justes 
lois? ®

(Agence Technique de l,\ Presse)

La Chine est un pays charmant (air 
connu). La Corse aussi — et l'édilité 
ajaccienne de M. François Coty ne suf
fit pas plus à l'enlaidir que la turbulen
ce des autres « bandits d'honneur ».

Mais toutes charmantes que soient ces contrées 
accidentées, il sy passe pourtant des choses dont 
il vaudrait mieux se préserver.

Pourquoi réunir, fût-ce par la pensée, la Corse 
à la Chine? Voici : la situation est identique — 
toutes proportions de grandeur réservées. En Cor
se comme en Chine, des bandes tuent et pillent. 
Quand en Corse ils se comptent cent, ils sont cent • 
mille en Chine. C'est toute la différence. Pour ré
tablir l'ordre en Corse, la France a dû équiper une 
petite expédition qui n'a rien de pacifique et qui, ; 
pourtant, ne heurte, en aucune manière, ni les ac- | 
cords de Locarno, ni le pacte de la Société des ! 
Nations, ni le pacte Briand-Kellogg, qui met la 
guerre hors la loi. Car si la guerte est hors la loi, 
le banditisme l'est aussi. Pour obtenir paix et sé- , 
curité, il convient que messieurs les brigands com
mencent. Or, messieurs les brigands n'ont que re
commencé de rançonner et de tuer, en Corse com
me en Chine; — en Corse, l'unité reste l'unité, en 
Chine l'unité est le millier; répétons-le ; c’est 
toute la différence. *

Personne ne s'avisera de contester la légitimité, 
ni même la nécessité, de l'expédition des six cents 
gardes mobiles partis de Marseille sur /'El Djem 
pour exterminer les brigands corseé. M. Pertinax 
lui-même, quelles que puissent être ses imperti
nences envers la vérité, ne raillera pas pour cela 
M. Briand, l'assemblée de Genève et le pacifisme. 
Pas plus qu'il ne dira que M. Chiappe, belliqueux 
gardien de la paix publique, offense la Dame de 
l'Ariana, dont les constructions ne sont d'ailleurs 
pas aussi fragiles qu'on veut bien le dire. Pour
tant, tous les « bien-pensants » font grief à M. 
Briand des affaires de Mandchourie, parce que no
tre ministère des Affaires étrangères a été requis 
d’intervenir par l'unanimité des nations associées. 
Il était le technicein de la paix, ou, si vous pré
férez, le colonel des pompiers. Le feu avait pris à 
l'autre bout de l'Asie. Tout le monde s'est tourné 
vers lui en appelant au secours. Il parait que cela 
le diminue, tant la logique nationaliste a des sub
tilités inaccessibles au vulgaire. ‘ • !

Pourtant, il est indiscutable qu'il existe une très 
grande différence entre ce qui se passe en Corse 
et ce qui se passe en Mandchourie. En Corse, la 
France intervient — grace à Louis XV, — en ter
ritoire français. En Mandchourie, au contraire, les 
Japonais interviennent — grâce au concert euro
péen qui dicta les traités — en territoire chinois. 
Il en résulte qu'une mesure de police devient une 
guerre et que — style Pertinax-Buré-de Wendel — 
la Société des Nations a fait faillite.

Pourtant!
A Tien-Tsin, les postes de police chinois furent 

attaqués par des émeutiers. Cela s'accompagna àe 
violentes éçhauffourées» L'artillerie japonaise crut 
devoir intervenir pour assurer la protection d'une 
zone neutre» Mais elle a tiré à blanc. Vous voyez | 
que tout cela ne ressemble pas à la guerre» 1

Est-ce à dire que ce soit rassurant? Nullement. 
Il y a toujours danger à jouer avec le feu. Et quand 
les canons s'en mêlent, ils risquent de ne pas tirer 
longtemps à blanc. Mais enfin, s?il n'y avait pas la 
Société des Nations et sa mystique, où en seraient p’ 
maintenant les Japonais? Plus loin qu'à Tien-Tsin, % 
à coup sûr, et leurs coups de canon n'auraient rien B 
d'un,avertissement. Il y a donc quelque chose de H 
changé dans le monde, et même lorsqu'ils croient ■ 
atoir raison, les Etats n'osent plus se faire jus- ■ 
tice eux-mêmes. * H

Cela dit, nous reconnaissons bien volontiers que ■ 
tout le malentendu provient de ce que les Japo- ■ 
nais opèrent en territoire chinois. En territoire ■ 
chinois, puisque la carence du gendarme chinois est H 
établie comme celle du gendarmeJ corse — une ■ 

I intervention étrangère peut ^paraître nécessaire. ■ 
Encore faut-il <ju'on n'en puisse discuter la légi-U
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La Quésttan du jour

De Corse en Chine
La Chine est un pays charmant (air 

connu). La Corse aussi — et Fédilité 
ajactienne de M. François Coty ne suf
fit pas plus à l'enlaidir que la turbulen- ’ 
ce des autres « bandits d'honneur ».

Mais toutes charmantes que soient cés contrées 
accidentées, il sy passe pourtant des choses dont ' 
il vaudrait mieux se préserver.

Pourquoi réunir, fût-ce par la pensée, la Corse ’ 
à la Chine? Voici : la situation est identique — 
toutes proportions de grandeur réservées. En Cor
se comme en Chine, des bandes tuent et pillent. 
Quand en Corse ils se comptent cent, ils sont cent ' 
mille en Chine. Cest toute la différence. Pour ré
tablir l'ordre en Corse, la France a dû équiper une 
petite expédition qui n'a rien de pacifique et qui, i 
pourtant, ne heurte, en aucune manière, ni les ac
cords de Locarno, ni le pacte de la Société des ! 
Nations, ni le pacte Briand-Kellogg, qui met la ■ 
guerre hors la loi. Car si la guerre est hors la loi, 
le banditisme l'est aussi. Pour obtenir paix et sé- i 
curité, il convient que messieurs les brigands com
mencent. Or, messieurs les brigands n'ont que re
commencé de rançonner et de tuer, en Corse com. 
me en Chine; — en Corse, l'unité reste l'unité, en 
Chine l'unité est le millier; répétons-le : c’est 
toute la différence. 1

Personne ne s'avisera de contester la légitimité, 
ni même la nécessité, de l'expédition des six cents 
gardes mobiles partis de Marseille sur TE1 Djem 
pour exterminer les brigands corset. M. Pertinax 
lui-même, quelles que puissent être ses imperti
nences envers la vérité, ne raillera pas pour cela 
M. Briand, l'assemblée de Genève et le pacifisme. 
Pas plus qu'il ne dira que M. Chiappe, belliqueux 
gardien de la paix publique, offense la Dame de 
l'Ariana, dont les constructions ne sont d'ailleurs 
pas aussi fragiles qu'on veut bien le dire. Pour
tant, tous les «bien-pensants» font grief à M. 
Briand des affaires de Mandchourie, parce que no
tre ministère des Affaires étrangères a été requis 
d'intervenir par l'unanimité des nations associées. 
Il était le technicein de la paix, ou, si vous pré
férez, le colonel des pompiers. Le feu avait pris à 
l'autre bout de l'Asie. Tout le monde s'est tourné 
vers lui en appelant au secours. Il paraît que cela 
le diminue, tant la logique nationaliste a. des sub
tilités

afoir raison,les Etats n'osent plus se faire jus
tice ^eux-mêmes. t p

Cela dit, nous reconnaissons bien volontiers que 
tout le malentendu provient de ce que les Japo- ? 
nais opèrent en territoire chinois. En territoire 
chinois, puisque la carence du gendarme chinois est 
établie — comme celle^du gendarme corse -— une 
intervention® étrangère^ peut * paraître nécessaire. 
Encore faut-il ç/u'on n'en puisse discuter la légi 
timité. A utrement dit, le Japon ne serait qualifié £ * 
que s'il avait up mandat régulier. Ce mandat régu- pi 
lier; les gardes mobiles de TE1 Djem le tiennent de |J 
Jeurs chefs, qui le tiennent d'un Parquet. Pour les p 
*affaires de Mandchourie, il est dommage qu'on \ 
n'ait pas prévu la désignation d'un juge d'instruc- J 
tion à Genève. Cela ne s'explique évidemment que R 
par ce fait qu’un juge d'instruction sans gendarmes 
ferait rire de lui, et qu'il vaut mieux n'avoir pas 
de magistrature du tout plutôt qu'une magistra- , 
turc bafouée^ Ce qui manque donc à Genève, ce 
sont des gendarmes. Ce fut, de tout temps, la thèse 
dé M. PauLBoncour. C'est maintenant la thèse de h| 
la France et de quelques autres nations. Les opé- gl 
rations de police en territoire étranger qui peu- li

vent être nécessaires— doivent rie s'effectuer que’ 
sur mandat de la Société des Nations, par les gen
darmes de la Société des Nations. Pourquoi, en at
tendant qu'une organisation de police internatio
nale puisse être créée, ne demanderait-on pas aux 
Etats de mettre à la disposition de la Société des 
Nations et sous les ordres de ses çommissaires, une 
fraction des forces nationales? Si des troupes ja-‘ 
ponaises étaient intervenues en Mandchourie dans 
de telles conditions, en vertu d'un semblable man
dat, personne n'aurait rien pu objecter à leur acti
vité. Tandis que dans les conditions actuelles, rien 
ne légitime l'intervention japonaise. Cest le Japon 
qui se met hors la loi. Par lui, la guerre menace. 
Est-il donc si difficile de proposer clairement, au 
grand jour, la formule par laquelle la paix du mon
de serait enfin placée sous la sauvegarde de justes 
lois?

(Agence Technique de la Presse)
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LE FEU
en Extrême-Orient

En vérité, radicaux mes amis, ra
dicaux mes frères, tout va bien, 
du moins pour nous, j’observe que 
le Temps est maussade ; mai» 
c’est la saison. 11 nous accuse d’avoir 
fait beaucoup de bruit pour rien; sou
venir classique. Much ado about no
thing. Et c’est un fait que notre con
grès fut parfaitement calme. Je vois 
aussi que M. Jean Luchaire s’efforce à 
opposer les « vieux radicaux », dont je 
suis l’un, aux jeunes radicaux par lui 
représentés. Notre parti serait donc 
comparable à ces terres andalouses, 
dont parlait un ancien voyageur, où 
l’hiver et l’été semblent mêlés ensem
ble, neige sur les sommets, au sol lau
riers nouveaux. Je sais que M. Jean 
Luchaire ne me refusera pas ses bien
veillants conseils. Déjà, l’on avait tenté 
de m’opposer au rapporteur de notre 
politique extérieure. Nous nous sommes 
bien facilement mis d’accord. Je con
nais Cot : il est pareil à un vin généreux ; 
il lui manquait seulement un peu 
bouteille ; le cru est de qualité.

de

auEt maintenant ? — Maintenant, 
travail. De toutes parts, les difficultés 
8*offrent à ce rationalisme que notre 
parti doit appliquer à la politique. La 
paix étant notre préoccupation princi
pale, nous sommes bien obligés, Cot ou 
moi, d’observer les dangers qu’elle 
court en Extrême-Orient. Affaire grave, 
très grave. Affaire qu’il faut analyser 
avant d’en juger. On ne peut plus dou
ter que le Japon exécute en Mandchou
rie un plan concerté, en corrélation 
étroite avec les expéditions de jadis con
tre la Chine et contre la Russie. De
puis le traité de Portsmouth (septem
bre 1905), cette puissance tient à sa dis
crétion la Corée, qui lui servit de base 
pour attaquer la Mandchourie, et l’on 
se souvient sans doute que l’assassinat 
du prince Ito à Kharbin fut l’origine 
des mesures qui conférèrent au Japon 
la pleine souveraineté sur la presqu’île. 
Rien d’instructif comme la savante 
progression avec laquelle a opéré le Ja
pon depuis le jour où une histoire de 
forêts sur l’Amnok provoqua la guerre 
avec la Russie.

Aujourd’hui* Japon et Corée sont 
également surpeuplés, et il suffit de je
ter les yeux sur une carte pour voir 
combien peut sembler tentante une ex
tension dans cette Mandchourie qui 
possède, tracée en partie par l’impor 
tant fleuve Yalou, une longue frontière 
commune avec la Corée. Le pays des 
Mantchous produit en quantité considé
rable une soie sauvage due à un ver qui 
se nourrit des feuilles du chêne. Elle se 
prête à la culture du coton et du riz; 

^lL^^,d&A-Qzairi£s^_donc des troupeaux.

par Edouard HERRIOT

mules. Quelles que soient les raisons 
qui l’ont provoqué et les conditions 
dans lesquelles il a eu lieu, le bombar
dement de Tien tsin, si la nouvelle s en 
confirme, est un fait d’une extrême gra
vité.

Mais, si, d’autre part, le général Ma 
ouvrait les hostilités dans le Nord, ce 
serait la guerre, la vraie guerre, l’atroce 
guerre. Ma gouverne la province de 
Hei Long Kiang, dont la capitale est 
cette ville de Tsitsikar, sur la Nonni, 
bien souvent citée dans les derniers 
jours. Un pont en fer de quatre travées j 
franchit la rivière ; la région n’est 
guère ouverte au commerce étranger 
que depuis une vingtaine d’années; 
des temples bouddhiques, des monas
tères de lamas s’érigent dans un pays si 
souvent ravagé par la guerre, au cours 
de l’histoire, qu’il a fallu y construire 
une ville murée, sous la protection d’un 
maréchal tartare. La guerre est là, qui 
rôde, sur ces terres aujourd’hui sillon
nées par le chemin de fer de l’Est Chi
nois que l’on pensait devoir être un 
instrument de civilisation, dans un 
étrange paysage où s’élèvent, autour 
d’anciens bassins d’eau salée, des pla
teaux de sable, les cîmes des monts 
Khingan, de sombres forêts de pins et 
de mélèzes où s’enfoncent comme des 
coins les roches pourpres à taches blan
ches du porphyre. Un effort a été tenté 
par la Chine, en ce début de siècle, 
pôur organiser en province civile, sous 
l’autorité du vice-roi des Trois Pro vin- j 
ces Orientales de Moukden, cette région ' 
du Hei Long Kiang où circulent pré- I 
sentement les bandes armées de Ma et ! 
les troupes japonaises, ces dernières ap- • 
puyées, selon toute vraisemblance, sur | 
la Soungari, le Fleuve-des-fleurs-de- j 
pin. !

!
La rigueur du climat rendra bientôt 

les opérations difficiles en avant de 
Kharbin; elle va « geler », suivant un 
mot à la mode, les positions des uns et 
des autres, et c’est un élément dont la 
diplomatie doit tenir compte. On pou
vait e^jérer que la civilisation, la créa
tion de portlet d* atelier a, 1* installât ion. 
d’industries humaniseraient un pays 
qui a connu, lui aussi, pendant des siè
cles et des siècles, la folie de la guerre 
et la fièvre de l’or. 11 n’en est rien. 
De Moukden, où il s’est installé, l’état- 
major japonais surveille, avec une mi- I 
nutie que l’on imagine, ces contrées 
mal défendues par leurs occupants, ces 
parcours d’où sont partis, jadis, les con
quérants de Pékin Derrière sa rouge 
frontière, à Mantchouria, gardée par le 
Fleuve-du-dragon-noir, la Russie des 
Soviets épie, Washington est aux écou
tes. S^ les nouvelles qui nous parvien-1 
nent sont exactes, on se demande com- 

qp rl^qqf>rrAra tin a forte nrifie nui
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LE FEU
en Extrême-Orient

radicaux mes amis, ra- 
frères, tout va bien,

En vérité, 
dicaux mes 
du moins pour nous. J’observe que 
le Temps est maussade ; mai» 
c’est la saison. 11 nous accuse d’avoir 
fait beaucoup de bruit pour rien; sou
venir classique. Much ado about no
thing. Et c’est un fait que notre con
grès fut parfaitement calme. Je vois 
aussi que M. Jean Luchaire s’efforce à 
opposer les « vieux radicaux », dont je 
suis l’un, aux jeunes radicaux par lui 
représentés. Notre parti serait donc 
comparable à ces terres andalouses, 

’dont parlait un ancien voyageur, où 
l’hiver et l’été semblent mêlés ensem
ble. neige sur les sommets, au sol lau
riers nouveaux. Je sais que M. Jean 
Luchaire ne me refusera pas ses bien
veillants conseils. Déjà, 1 on avait tenté 
de m’opposer au rapporteur de notre 
politique extérieure. Nous nous sommes 
bien facilement mis d’accord. Je con-

elle a des prairies, donc des troupeaux. 
Le Japon y a introduit des immigrants 
par centaines de milliers et des capi
taux par milliards. Pour résumer en 
une formule simple et sommaire de 
nombreux renseignements, il ne sem
ble pas impossible que le Japon ait 
Voulu utiliser, pour régler les difficul
tés qu’accumulait contre lui l’adminis
tration de Chang Sue Liang, les cir
constances spécialement favorables que 
lui créent les embarras présents des 
grandes puissances européennes. Pre
miere conséquence de notre désunion.

L’heure actuelle est particulièrement 
grave. Voici le trouble dans Tien-tsin, 
à quatre-vingts milles de Pékin. Suivant 
certaines dépêches, les troupes japo
naises auraient bombardé la vieille cité 
chinoise dont les Boxeurs, en 1900, 
avaient fait un camp retranché si for
midable, mais que les conventions ré
centes ont privé de ses fortifications. 
Que se passe-t-il, en ce moment, sur 
les deux rives du Hai-po, le long des 
concessions européennes ? On nous dit * 
que les opérations militaires ont eu seu
lement pour objet de protéger les inté
rêts japonais. Nous connaissons ces for-

par Edouard HERRIOT

mules. Quelles que soient les raisons 
qui l’ont provoqué et les conditions 
dans lesquelles il a eu lieu, le bombar
dement de Tien tsin, si la nouvelle s en 
confirme, est un fait d’une extrême gra
vité.

Mais, si, d’autre part, le général Ma 
ouvrait les hostilités dans le Nord, ce 
serait la guerre, la vraie guerre, l’atroce 
guerre. Ma gouverne la province de 
Hei Long Kiang, dont la capitale est 
cette ville de Tsitsikar, sur la Nonni, 
bien souvent citée dans les derniers . 
jours. Un pont en fer de quatre travées 
franchit la rivière; la région n’est 
guère ouverte au commerce étranger 
que depuis une vingtaine d’années; 
des temples bouddhiques, des monas
tères de lamas s’érigent dans un pays si 
souvent ravagé par la guerre, aa cours 
de l’histoire, qu'il a fallu y construire 
une ville murée, sous la protection d’un

Jïl^çkal tartare- La.
nent sont exactes, on se demande com- Ai
ment se desserrera une forte prise qui hi- 
tient le triangle essentiel, de Tsitsikar (in 
à Kharbin, et de Kharbin, par Mouk- 4n 
den, à Tien-tsin.

M. Aristide Briand, bien ou mal sou
tenu ( ?), a fait, de toute évidence, les 
efforts les plus patients, les plus héroï
ques. Mais on ne semble pas avoir com
pris encore, en Europe, l’importance 
de la rivière Nonni, cette Marne mand- 
chourienne ; la gravité des incidents sur
venus à Tchang-tchouen (sur le chemin 
de fer de Kharbin à Moukden) où les t 
avoirs des banques chinoises (de la 1 ’ 
Chinese Treasury, je pense) auraient 
été saisis. La Mandchourie est occupée, £ 
bien occupée, solidement occupée. L 
Pendant que délibérait une Société des 
Nations, où les Etats-Unis et la Russie^ 
se présentent de la façon que l’on sait, 
le Japon agissait. — Mes jeunes amis 
du parti radical doivent comprendre 
maintenant pourquoi j’ai parlé de la 
paix avec une certaine gravité.

P -1'
! 1-4
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Debout pour la défense de 1’U.R.S.S. et de la révolution chinoise I

A TIEN-TSIN, LAGARNISON FRANÇAISE
EST MOBILISÉE

CONTRE LES TRAVAILLEURS CHINOIS
------------------------- EHS1EHS10—------------------

Le plan impérialiste de la provocation 
antisoviétique en Extrême-Orient et du 
dépècement de ia Chine pour son exploi
tation renforcée et pour en faire une base 
d'action contre 1T.R.S.S., se réalise:’ 
ponctuellement et avec rapidité. 1

Pendant qu’au'Nord de la Mandchourie 
les préparatifs dé la prise de Tsitsikar et ; 
de la main-mise sur ,1’Lst Chinois se pour

suivent activement, une manœuvre de 
(grand style est engagée à Tien-Tsin pour 
i faciliter l'intervention des puissances.

A Tien-Tsin
Les nouvelles parvenues dans la jour- ! 

née d'hier à Paris confirment tout ce que ] 
nous avons dénoncé dans V Humanité des 
desseins impérialistes, avec Vimpérialisme 
français comme principal inspirateur.

Les émeutes de Tien-Tsin ont repris dès 
avant-hier. Des combats entre Chinois et 
Japonais ont eu lieu dans l’espace com
pris entre la ville chinoise et la conces
sion japonaise. On annonce que des ef- ; 
fectifs chinois pouvant comprendre 3b. 000 ! 
hommes s'apprêtaient attaquer la 
concession japonaise. Plusieurs coups de 
mortiers de tranchées ont été tirés par les : 
Japonais qui ont fait usage de fusils et t

; de mitrailleuses.
| Il faut chercher une explication de ces 
faits. Il n’est pas douteux que le mouve
ment de niasse antijaponais ne fait que se 
développer dans toute la Chine. Lés ou
vriers et les paysans de Mandchourie, 
par la grève, par la résistance à l’occu
pation nippone, se soulèvent contreTim- 
périalisme oppresseur. Dans les autres ré
gions de Chine, la poussée antiimpéria
liste croît sans cesse' en force et en 
étendue. Les masses travailleuses chinoi
ses, manifestant leur sympathie agissante 
pour les Soviets et l’armée rouge chi
noise, mènent une lutte de plus en plus, 
implacable contre tous les impérialismes» 
et contre les bourreaux du Kuomintang, ( 
de gauche comme de droite, dont la poli-*’ 
tique livre la Chine aux forbans qui se la j 
veulent partager. . . î

Dans les événements de Tien-Tsin, il । 
est probable qu’une grande part de cette 
agitation antiimpérialiste soit, à la base: 
du mouvement anti japonais.

Mais il n’est pas exclu non plus que des 
provocations japonaises aient joué pout 
déclencher des « attaques » contre la coni- 
cession chinoise afin de justifier, encore lé 
renforcement, de l’occupation nippone de. 
la Mandchourie et faciliter la sanction oL 
ficielle ’de la* S.D.N. ' ;

Cependant, cette provocation- —hypo-; 
thèse très vraiséîttblàbîè comme on va le 
voir ~ n’a phs pour unique but de favori
ser les desseins de l’Empire du Soleil 
Levant. 2 7

P - Vers l’intervention ’ 
h* Le plan général, c'est l'intervention des 
-grandes puissances impérialistes en Chi-

Mais il faut trouver le prétexte de- 
fWnt-4’opinion ouvrière alertée. Le pré- 
pexfërde la a sécurité » à sauvegarder est 
' une chose' qui n’est pas encore usée.
•Aussi'bien les combats dans les rues de 
Tien-Tsin mettent « en danger cette sécu
rité » des concessions étrangères.

C’est dans ces conditions que des dé
marches ont été entreprises pour provo
quer l’intervention des autres puissances.

Les commandants des détachements 
étrangers à Tien-Tsin ont eu une . confé
rence avec le commandant des forces ja
ponaises du Nord de la Chine afin d' « en
visager les mesures à prendre en commun 
pour rétablir l* « ordre ».

Les garnisons étrangères ont été mobi
lisées pour assurer la défense des diffé
rentes concessions. La garnison fran
çaise a reçu l'ordre de se tenir prêle à 
toute éventualité.

Voyez-vous, camarades ouvriers, quel 
plan se dessine ? Comprenez-vous quels 
sont les buts véritables de répression du 
mouvement • révolutionnaire antiimpéria
liste en Chine par les forces d’occupation 
•Irangères et, par développement logique, 

de participation à l’aggresion japonaise 
préparée contre l’LJnion soviétique ?
, Les forces françaises de Tien-Tsin joue
raient le principal rôle à côté du Japon 
dans cette oeuvre criminelle,' étant les 
plus fortes dans cette ville (lès Japonais 
n’ont que 600 hommes). En 'effet, c’est à 
Tien-Tsin que se trouve le commandement 
supérieur des troupes françaises de terre 
en Chine.

Les forces militaires françaises
En plus on y compte :
la direction de l’intendance ;
le service de l’artillerie et du génie ;
un parc d’artillerie ;
un détachement de gendarmerie ; I 
le 16e régiment d’infanterie coloniale 

(état-major et deux bataillons) ; \
le groupe mixte d’artillerie coloniale 

(deux batteries, moins une section) ;
deux sections de chars de combat ;
un détachement de télégraphistes colo

niaux ;
un détachement de commis ouvriers 

! d’administration coloniale ;
un détachement d’infirmiers coloniaux.

. Nous parlons ici des seules forces mili
taires cantonnées à Tien-Tsjn, car à Shan
ghaï, à Canton, à Hankéou, à Pékin, à 
Tong-Kou, de nombreux effectifs sont ca- 
sérnés .représentant 5 à 6 mille hommes 
de troupes de combat. Et le. Waldeck- 

: Rousseau ainsi que cinq avisos et les uot- 
tilles du YangrTsé-Kiang et du Li-Kiang 
représentent.encore près.de 1.700 hommes 
ou officiers sans compter les marins en 
dépôt, etc.

Rappelons encore que le porte-avions] 
géant Béarn est parti récemment pour । 
(’Extrême-Orient.

pr%25c3%25a8s.de


DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E) 
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
Ey_ ____ NARS, Date *y 5*

'■ L’impérialisme français ; vêtit* renouve
ler son œuvre çriminelle de 1927, quand 
les . bailey françaises couchaient les ou- 
vrîes-révolutionnaires-.dè Tien-Tsin et de , 
Shanghaï. La * lutte contre la révolution ’ 

^chinoise; cbntre lés Sôviets chinois, seules 
forces^llbêrairicès de la Chirie\ sous le 
joug, la ba’lRtfnisatiôn - de cet immense 
pays sopt les • ljuts immédiats ■ des impé
rialistes de ? Paris, avec le renforcement1 

?dürfàisceaü/‘dés< provocations à‘ la* guerre 
contre J’Union Soviétique;’. j

L’affaire de Tien-Tsin, jointe âux opéra-! 
lions de guerre contre Tsitsikar, est donc 
une nouvelle raison de renforcer la lutte 
contre notre propre impérialisme, pour 
empêcher l’intervention des puissances en 
Chine.

Une armée internationale ?
Nous signalions hier que Tchang , Kaï 

Shek a suggérait » la constitution d’une 
! armée internationale pour 'assurer la sé- 
! curité en Mandchourie et disions, quç 
c’élait l’appel ù l’intervention. Les mi
niers événements nous ont rapidçinent 
donné raison. Et de son côté, le Couver-, 
nement de Tokio a fait dire par rfn porte- 
parole que :

Les milieux officiels espèrent qu'à ta 
prochaine réunion de la Société des Na
tions qui aura lieu lundi prochain, le Ja
pon réussira à faire adopter, son point de 
vue suivant lequel seuls les étrangers sont 

, capables de donner à la Chine un gouver
nement honnête.

En conséquence, il sera nécessaire d’éta
blir une sorte de direction étrangère per
manente en Chine afin d'assurer la paix, 
l'ordre, un bon gouvernement et le res
pect des traités.

On ajoute que la Chine y consentira 
sans tarder si elle est sincère dans ses 

; protestations de bonne foi.
| Toutes les conditions impérialistes sont 
I donc réunies pour l’intervention et le 
partage de la Chine. A la prochaine ses-

I sioh de la S.D.N. à Paris, Briand, s’il 
! est encore au Quai d’Orsay, aura beau 
jeu pour faire adopter toutes résolutions 

. nécessaires à la bonne réalisation du
plan infâme de dépècement de la Chine et | 
de guerre antisoviétique.

Mais le mouvement antiimpérialiste ne 
fera que s’étendre et l’intervention des 
puissances ne fera qu ’exacerber la lutte 
pour la libération du pays.

Quant à nous, pour défendre l’U.R. 
S.S., pour empêcher l’intervention dé 
répression et de partage de la Chine, il 
faut porter des coups sans cesse plus 
sensibles, dans tous les domaines, à notre 
impérialisme fauteur de guerre, chien 
enragé de la contre-révolution en Extrême 
Orient.

M, MAGNIEN.
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Comme il se devait, le congrès de 
la Confédération générale unitaire a 
adressé au cours de l’une de ses pre
mières séances, un message ardent 
de solidarité au congrès des Soviets 
chinois convoqué pour les 7 et 8 oc
tobre dans la province de Kiangsi.

Le prolétariat français a témoigné 
ainsi sa volonté de s’opposer réso
lument aux entreprises ourdies à 
cette heure contre les révolutionnai
res d'Extrême-Orient. Il n’en faut 
point douter un instant : L’acte de 
brigandage accompli par le Japon ne 
se propose pas seulement comme ob
jectif td’instaurer en Extrême-Orient 
la prépondérance de l’impérialisme 
nippon, mais encore, mais surtout de 
créer au nord de la Chine une base 
d’opérations militaires cqntre l’U.R. 
S.S. et, contre les soviets chinois.

C’est parce que le Japon assume 
cette fonction contre-révolutionnaire, 
que la plus agressive des puissances 
capitalistes — nous parlons de la 
France — l’encourage de toutes ses 
forces da,ns son dessein.

Les Soviets chinois !
Il est bien évident que l’une des 

lèches essentielles qui s’imposent à 
nous est de faire connaître les luttes 
sévères qu’ont dû mener depuis plus 
de trois ans les constructeurs du sys
tème soviétique en Asie et les résul
tats auxquels ils sont parvenus.

Au cours de ces trois dernières an
nées, les révolutionnaires chinois 
ont soutenu près de 300 combats. Ils 
luttaient contre un adversaire mieux 
équipé et supérieur en nombre. L’en-

Les provinces dont le nom est souli
gné sont celles dans plusieurs 
districts desquelles les Soviets ont été 

instaurés
<iemi avait des avions et des navires. 
(Eux ne possédaient souvent que des 
pelles, des piques et des fusils.

Ils ne pouvaient compter que, sur 
(’appui d’une classe ouvrière et d’qne 
paÿsanerie épuisées par les priva
tions de tous ordres. L’ennemi, lui, 
était subventionné par les impéria
listes. Son armée était encadrée d'of
ficiers des grandes puissances. Par
fois même, les impérialistes agis
saient sans intermédiaire. Qu'on se 
souvienne des sanglants exploits des 
avions français dans le Kiangsi il y 
a un peu plus d'un an.

Or dressée contre cette coalition 
d’ennemis, l’armée révolutionnaire 
a vaincu !

Tchang Kaï Sliek, d’ordre des gou
vernements de Londres, de *^Vas- 
hington, de Paris, avait juré d|ex- 
terminer le communisme.* Ses allés 
lui avaient fourni 20 divisions, 3 es
cadrilles, 50 officiers d’état-major.”!! 
fut littéralement écrasé au mois te 
janvier de cette année dans 
Kiangsi. ‘,

Au mois de juillet, nouvelle expCf 
dilion. Cette fois, 300.000 homme3 
sont sur les rangs du côté de la coni 
tre-révolution. Au début, les rouge# 

i doivent céder. Quelques semaine# 
। après, ils remportent une victoir^ 
foudroyante et reprennent les provirrL 
ces perdues. ■

A l'heure présente, il y a dans II 
Sud et le Centre de la Chine, 9 rayon! 
soviétiques, c’est-à-dire 300 district^ 
que peuplent 60 à 80 millions d’habi- 
tants. L’armée* rouge chinoise — car 
il y a une armée rouge chinoise qui 
rêve de marcher sur les traces de sa 
devancière — compte 100.000 hom
ines et est soutenue par 4 à 5 millions

ponaise à Pin-Tchang, intervention 
française dans le Kiangsi. D’autre 
part, ils durent résoudre le problè
me complexe de la révolution agrai
re dans les conditions particulières 
de T économie agricole chinoise. 11 
leur fallut plusieurs fois se remettre 
à. la besogne, corriger des -erreurs, 
rectifier des fautes, renouveler les 
expériences. Le problème, certes, 
n’est point encore résolu dans son; 
ensemble. Mais nos camarades,: 
avec une obstination qui tient de 
l’héroïsme, s’appliquant à lui trou
ver une solution correcte. !

Dès maintenant, d’ailleurs, des| 
progrès immenses ont été accomplis 
dans l’organisation de la réparti
tion des terres, des institutions so
viétiques de crédits ont été créées 
pour aider les paysans pauvres.

Des coopératives" s’organisent. Des 
ateliers s’ouvrent où viennent tra- 

Ivailler les artisans jusqu’alors frap
pés par le chômage. Le pouvoir so
viétiques a inscrit dans son pro
gramme l’application généralisée de 
de la journée de huit heures.

Le contrôle ouvrier s’applique à 
la surveillance des prix de vente, à 
la lutte contre la spéculation. Les 
Soviets confisquent les entreprises 
dont les patrons n’appliquent pas 
les décrets du pouvoir soviétique.

Le Parti communiste qui est le 
guide éclairé et sûr de ce mouve
ment et qui a groupé des millions 
d’hommes sous le drapeau rouge, | 
compte par milliers ses héros et ses : 
martyrs.

Les plus valeureux de ses mili-| 
tants ont été torturés, crucifiés, sont! 
morts après d’incroyables suppli
ces. Son secrétaire général, San 
Tchou Fa, tombé aux mains des 
bourreaux du Kuomiptang, a été 
assassiné.

Mais cette terreur sans nom a dé
cuplé l’ardeur combative des bol
cheviks chinois.

Ils sont aujourd’hui à la pointe 
extrême de la lutte engagée par la 
réaction mondiale contre la Révolu
tion.

Ils savent, ces millions d’nommes 
groupés sous lé signe de la faucille 
et du marteau, que l’impérialisme 
français est leur plus mortel enne
mi, l’instigateur de toutes les agres
sions ourdies contre - eux. Et ils 
comptent sur la solidarité active des 
prolétaires de France. Ne décevons 
pas leur attente.

Lutter contre la guerre, c’est vul
gariser l’œuvre des Soviets chinois, 
c’est redoubler de vigueur dans la 
bataille de classe contre l’impéria-l 
lisme français.

Gabriel PERI.
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VIVENT LES SOVIETS 
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Comme il se devait, le congrès de 

la Confédération générale unitaire a 
adressé au cours de l’une de ses pre
mières séances, un message ardent 
de solidarité au congrès des Soviets 
chinois convoqué pour les 7 et 8 oc
tobre dans la province de Kiangsi.

Le prolétariat français a témoigné 
ainsi sa volonté de s’opposer réso
lument aux entreprises ourdies à 
colle heure contre les révolutionnai
res d'Extrême-Orient. Il n'eu faut 
point douter un instant : L’acte de 
brigandage accompli par le Japop ne 
se propose pas seulement comme ob
jectif ^d’instaurer en Extrême-Orient 
Ja prépondérance de l’impérialisme 
nippon, mais encore, mais surtout de 
créer au nord de la Chine une base 
d’opérations militaires coplre l’U.R. 
S.S. et, contre les soviets chinois.

C’est parce que le Japon assume 
cette fonction contre-révolutionnaire,1 * * * * * * B 
que La plus agressive des puissances 
capitalistes — nous parlons de la 
France — i’encourage de toutes ses 
forces da,ns son dessein.

1 de partisans. Elle est composée avant
( tout de paysans pauvres. Ses régi-
’ monts ont des sections politiques qui
; dirigent l’éducation des soldats.

Ce n’est pas tout. La révolution 
pendant ces derniers mois à gagné 

’ de proche e,n proche. Dans le Honan, 
L dans le Kanson, la paysannerie est 
/ en pleine effervescence. Le North | 
’ China News écrivait la semaine der-1( * 

; nière : « Les communistes opt inten-J 
sitié leur propagande pour les fêtes [ 

/.du XIVe anniversaire de la Révolu
tion d’Octobre et en faveur du sou-!.

■- tin de l’armée rouge et de la défense 
i~’ de l’Union Soviétique. On découvrit 

da.ns les casernes des proclamations 
invitant les soldats et marins de?; 
Grande-Bretagne et des Etats-Unis à 1 
défendre l’Union soviétique et à ren- ; 
verser le capitalisme et l'impéria
lisme. »

Et voici en quels termes, il y a 
quelques mois, u,n attaché d’ambas
sade britannique décrivait l’essor 
soviétique en Chine : « Il faut recon
naître, — déclarait-il, — que le com
munisme a pris du pied en Chine. 
Ce n'est plus la propagande des rou
ges venue du dehors. Ce n'est plus 
seulement un facteur politique. C'est 
une force sociale. L'anéantissement 
du communisme, — et c'est ainsi seu
lement qu'on peut s'en débarrasser, 
— ne peut être atteint qu'au prix H 

■ d’un gros effort. Car, le communisme I 
fl est fort par la clarté de son but et flB la capacité de ses chefs. Les forces B B potentielles de la nouvelle conscience B B de classe du prolétariat, comme base B B du développement de l'activité com- fl 
flfnums/e en Chine, ne doivent fumais fl B être négligées... » ■B II va de soi qu’au début de leurB B constitution, les Soviets chinois se H B* sont heurtés à des difficultés im- ■ B menses. D’une part, ils eurent â l B faire face à l’intervention armée desB 
■ puissances ; intervention améri- ■ 
■ caine à Jo-Tjo-Tu. intervention ja-B

Les Soviets chinois !
Il est bien évident que l’une des 

lèches essentielles qui s’imposent à 
nous est de faire connaître les luttes 
sévères qu’ont dû mener depuis plus 
de trois ans les constructeurs du sys
tème soviétique en Asie et les résul
tats auxquels ils sont parvenus.

Au cours de ces trois dernières an
nées, les révolutionnaires chinois 
ont soutenu près de 300 combats. Ils 
luttaient contre un adversaire mieux 
équipé et supérieur en nombre. L’en-

ponaise à Pin-Tchang, intervention 
française dans le Kiangsi. D’autre 
part, ils durent résoudre le problè
me complexe de la révolution agrai
re dans lés conditions particulières 
de l’économie agricole chinoise. Il 
leur fallut plusieurs fois se remettre 
à la besogne, corriger des -erreurs, 
rectifier des fautes, renouveler les 
expériences. Le problème, certes, 
n’est point encore résolu dans son! 
ensemble. Mais nos camarades, ; 
avec une obstination qui tient de 
l’héroïsme, s’appliquant à lui trou
ver une solution correcte.

Dès maintenant, d’ailleurs, des! 
progrès immenses ont été accomplis 
dans l’organisation de la réparti
tion des terres, des institutions so
viétiques de crédits ont été créées 
pour aider les paysans pauvres.

Des coopératives" s’organisent. Des 
ateliers s’ouvrent où viennent tra
vailler les artisans jusqu’alors frap
pés par le chômage. Le pouvoir so
viétiques a inscrit dans son pro
gramme l’application généralisée de 
de la journée de huit heures.

Le contrôle ouvrier s’applique à 
la surveillance des prix de vente, à 
la lutte contre la spéculation. Les 
Soviets confisquent les entreprises 
dont les patrons n’appliquent pas 
les décrets du pouvoir soviétique.

Le Parti communiste qui est le 
guide éclairé et sûr de ce mouve
ment et qui a groupé des millions 
d’hommes sous le drapeau rouge, 
compte par milliers ses héros et ses martyrs.

Les plus, valeureux de ses mili-i 
tants ont été torturés, crucifiés, sont' 
morts après d’incroyables suppli
ces. Son secrétaire général, San 
Tchou Fa, tombé aux mains des 
bourreaux du Kuomiptang, a été 
assassiné.

Mais cette terreur sans nom a dé
cuplé l’ardeur combative des bol
cheviks chinois.

Ils sont aujourd’hui à la pointe 
extrême de la lutte engagée par la 
réaction mondiale contre la Révolution.

Ils savent, ces millions d’nommes 
groupés sous lé signe cre la faucille 
et du marteau, que l’impérialisme 
français est leur plus mortel enne
mi, 1 instigateur de toutes les agres
sions ourdies contre • eux. Et ils 
comptent sur la solidarité active des 
prolétaires de France. Ne décevons 
pas leur attente.

Lutter contre la guerre, c’est vul
gariser l’œuvre des Soviets chinois, 
c’est redoubler de vigueur dans la,! 
oataille de classe contre l’impéria- 
ame français.

Gabriel PERI.
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Enclosure No. 11 to Despatch No® 1951 
of November 13, 1931.

From the Embassy at Paris.

Extract from LE QUOTIDIEN, November 12, 1931

Le japon propose 
^internationaliser

Je territoire cMboîs...
U ' -----

Opmanqzzait de nouvelles sensa
tionnelles. En voici, une, qui nous 
vient de Tokio par Londres, et que 
transmet l’Agence Reuter, Un por- 
te-pa/càe du gouvernement- japonais 
a affirmé à cette agence que .« la 
question de la Mandchourie est une 
question <fe vie\ ozi de mort pour son 
pays ». ’ ' '

Ce n’est évidemment pas cela qui i 
szirprend, bar nul n’ignoré les be
soins d’expansion de la population 
japonaise, incapable de vivre sur 
ses îles et ne cessant de se multi
plier...

Ce qzti étonne, ce qui émeut, c’est 
lorsque l’on entend dire que « les 
milieux officiels espèrent qu’à la 
prochaine réunion de la S. D. N., 
Iztndi prochain, le Japon réussira à 
faire adopter son point de vue se- 
Ion .lequel, seuls, les étrangers sont 
capables de donner à la Chine un 
gouvernement honnête. En consé
quence, il sera nécessaire d’établir 
une sorte de direction étrangère 
permanente en Chine, afin d’assurer 
la paix, l’ordre, un bon gouverne
ment et le respect des traités ».

C’est ce que l’on peut appeler une 
contre-offensive. Mais elle est un 
peu... audacieuse.

Car enfin, de quoi s’agit-il ? 
D’obéir aux suggestions du Conseil 
qui demande au Japon de retirer 
ses troupes de Mandchourie... Et, au 
lie1t *dè cela,, le Japon propose... la 
mise.en tutelle de toute la Chine !...

Ainsi, par un biais, U demande 
bien plus que ce qu’il désirait obte
nir. dans le groupe V de ses vingt et 
une demandes de 1915. Il est vrai 
qiïil envisage un condominium, de 
toutes les puissances, mais avec 
l’espoir d’être, de cette opération, le 
principal bénéficiaire.

Utopie dangereuse, surtout en un 
moment où, plus que jamais, la 
Chine tend à prendre conscience de 
son unité ethnique et nationale... Il 
est vrai aussi qu’un proverbe latin 
affirme que « la fortune vient en 
aide aux audacieux » ! A condition 
de ne point dépasser certaines bor-f 
nés... — Trencavel.
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Extract from LE POPULAIRE, November 12, 1931

Etrange déclaration 
de Vorochilov

Les nouvelles de Mandchourie de
viennent de plus en plus alarmantes, i 
L’affaire de Tien-Tsin est loin d’être 
liquidée. Les troubles continuent et 
les garnisons étrangères sont alertées.

Une note chinoise, parvenue hier à 
Genève, confirme les renseignements 
de la veille, également de source 
chinoise. La Chine accuse formelle
ment le Japon d’avoir provoqué les 
troubles à Tien-Tsin. Elle prétend en 
posséder des preuves. La police aurait 
fait une douzaine de prisonniers, tous 
des hommes à la solde du Japon. 
Elle aurait mis la main sur un convoi i 
de fusils, de cartouches et de grena
des, provenant de l’arsenal de Mouk- 
den, occupé par le Japon le 18 sep
tembre.

Par contre, une note japonaise, éga
lement publiée à Genève, rejette toute 
la responsabilité sur les Chinois et re
présente l’action militaire du Japon 
comme une simple protection de la 
concession japonaise à Tien-Tsin.

ooo ;
D’autre part, on apprend de sources’' 

(japonaise et chinoise que des gouver
nements « autonomes » se sont éta
blis à Moukden et à Kirin. Un com
muniqué chinois annonce, en outre, 
que le Japon veut établir un gouver
nement « autonome » à Tsitsikar. Le 
IJapon ne le nie pas. Mais il déclare 
ne pas vouloir attaquer le Chemin de 
fer de T Est Chinois, qui est sous 
le contrôle russe. i

Il semble que le gouvernement ' 
des Soviets a confiance dans cette dé
claration japonaise. En tout cas, Mos
cou n’a encore fait à ce sujet aucune 
démarche auprès du gouvernement de 
Tokio. Bien que la presse commu
niste parle, dans des termes violents, 
des intentions impérialistes du Japon 
vis-à-vis de la Chine, le gouvernement 
soviétique n’a pas dit un seul mot qui 
serait une désapprobation de l’agres
sion japonaise. I

Il y a plus. Tandis .que l’Humanité 
proteste tous les jours de ses senti- , 
ments pro-Chinois et nous accuse de: 
« soutenir l’impérialisme japonais », 
îles dirigeants de Moscou ont une atti
tude contraire.

Ainsi, je trouve dans la Pravda du 
'6 novembre une interview que Voro- 
chilov, commissaire à la Guerre, avait 
donnée à M. Cook, représentant de 
l’Agence United Press. Le passage 
suivant mériter toute notre attention

En répondant à la questloâ, que i 
peut-on attendre de la prochaine ses* । 
eiodrôMa S.D.N. en ce qui concerne le | 
problème mandchou, Vorochilov a ré-1 
[ponïiIT « Je ne crois ni à la sincérité | 
ni à l’efficacité de l’action de la J 
S. D. N. ». j

C’est net. Mais la Pravda ajoute : | 
Malgré le ton violemment antijaponais de l’éditorial d’aujouid’hui du 

journal « Izvestia », Vorochilov a dé
claré que < l’attitude du gouvernement 
des Soviets dépendra entièrement de 
3a sincérité (sic !) du gouvernement 
japonais et de son désir de conserver 
avec nous des rapports de bon voisi
nage, ainsi que le gouvernement japo
nais le proclame tout le temps. En ce 
oui nous concerne, ajouta Vorochilov, 
nous sommes et nops restons pour le 
maintien des rapports de -bon voisinage

। avec le Japon. »
I Que les communistes français nous 
I expliquent cette attitude de l’U. R.
I S. S. gui insiste sur ses rapports ami- 
l'eaux avec P impérialisme japonais et 
line dit pas un mot en faveur de la

■3
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Extract from L’ÀVNNIR, November 13, 1931

La Crise de la Société des Nations
IliinillillllllllSIIHIUUIIIIIUIIIHIIIItll—

La Société des Nations est en pleine 
crise. Le conflit sino-japonais, qu’elle a 
ambitionné d’apaiser, a fait éclater à la 
fois l’insuffisance de ses moyens d’action 
et les faiblesses de sa politique. Les gens 
raisonnables qui apprécient les difficultés 
de sa tâche lui auraient plus volontiers 
pardonné son impuissance, à laquelle ils 
s’attendaient, que son inhabileté, qu’ils 
soupçonnaient moins. Il est grave, pour 
le conseil de la S. D. N., d’avoir, donné 
au monde le spectacle d’une diplomatie 
s’exerçant à contre-sens avec une obsti
nation qui devient émouvante, sans ces
ser pour cela d’être pénible. On l’accuse 
d’avoir enfreint sa propre loi, d’avoir 
manqué d’objectivité et même d’une cer
taine honnêteté en use^nt d’intimidation 
à l’égard d’une des parties en cause; 
mais on l’accuse plus encore d’avoir, par 
incompréhension des réalités de la situa
tion en Mandchourie, compliqué fâcheu
sement les choses en développant le mou
vement anti japonais sur le théâtre des 

’difficultés et des désordres.
On ne peut guère ne pas s’apercevoir 

de ces errements. Ils sautent aux yeux. 
’Alors, on se prend à réfléchir, on sub
stitue, mentalement, au conflit sino-japo
nais un imaginaire conflit européen et 
l’on se dit :

— Le cas échéant, voilà donc comment 
réagirait le conseil de la S. D. N. ! Voilà 
l’aide dont il est capable ! Voilà toute 
la sécurité que son concours peut nous 
joffrir !

Il devient trop évident qu’on ne peut 
sans péril laisser à cet organisme 
ide veiller seul sur la paix.

le soin

en avait priés et d’assurer le respect des 
textes, ils ont essayé de rendre des ser
vices aux parties en cause. On attendait 
d’eux un avis ; ils ont envoyé trois solu 
tions, dont aucune ne constituait à pro
prement parler la thèse officielle de la 
Cour de La Haye.

Et le conseil de la S. D. N. a été, de 
son côté,,tout heureux, de n’avoir pas lui- 
même à prendre une décision plus cou
rageuse, les auteurs du protocole litigieux, 
MM. Curtius et Schober, ayant, fort à 
propos, déclaré y renoncer volontaire
ment, reportant ainsi à plus tard la solu
tion d’une difficulté qui exigeait une dé
cision immédiate et définitive.

En évitant de se prononcer catégori
quement sur un point d’intérêt capital 

puisqu’il s’agissait de dire si les trai
tés avaient été violés — le conseil de la 
S. D. N., aussi bien que la Cour de Jus
tice de La .Haye, a gravement compromis 
les intérêts de la paix. Les juges de La 
Haye, en particulier, ont perdu l’occa
sion qui s’offrait à eux de montrer aux 
nations la valeur des institutions du 
Droit. Les peuples ont compris ce jour-là 
qu’ils ne pouvaient pas, sans péril pour 
leurs intérêts moraux et matériels, s’a
dresser à ce tribunal, coupable de véri
table forfaiture en évitant de statuer 
dans la première affaire vraiment impor
tante et de conséquence qui lui ait été 
soumise.

La Société des Nations n’est donc pas 
outillée pour mettre fin pacifiquement à 
un conflit de quelque envergure. Les or
ganismes qu’elle a créés n’ont ni l’auto
rité, ni l’intégrité, ni le caractère qu’exi
gerait une telle entreprise. Ils inspirent 
une grande méfiance.

Sans doute, par son existence 
fa Société des Nations constitue 
stade aux entreprises bellicistes. Les na
tions qu’elle a plus ou moins entravées 
dans une foule de. pactes, d’engagements 
moraux et de déclarations de principe 
éprouvent bien quelque hésitation, au 
moment d’en venir aux mains, lorsqu’el
les' s’entendent rappeler ces platoniques 
obligations. Il en sera ainsi, du moins, 
jusqu’à ce qu’un belligérant se sente as
sez fort de son droit pour passer outre, 
résolument. Ce précédent une fois créé, 
k’$uvre purement rédactionnelle, de la 
Société des Nations sera bonne à jeter 
eu; f eu.

Ce n’est pas l’institution qu’il faut 
blâmer j elle répond à un idéal élevé ; elle 
réalise une conception chère aux esprits 
généreux; elle est basée sur des principes 
dont la justesse n’est pas niable. Et l’on 
pouvait à bon droit s’imaginer, le jour 
où on l’a inventée, qu’elle organiserait 
la sécurité progressivement en dotant la 
communauté des nations d’un droit pu
blic international moderne, d’un code de 
procédure de la paix et de juridictions 
correctes offrant aux justiciables toutes 
les garanties d’une justice impartiale et 
pertinente. Tel a bien été, au surplus, 
dès le premier jour, le programme de la 
S. D. N. D’où vient qu’après douze ans 
d’existence il faille constater aujourd’hui 
le néant de ses multiples efforts ?

La faute en est aux puissances diri
geantes, à leur refus systématique de 
prendre des engagements sérieux, à leur 
recherche des solutions les plus notoire
ment inefficaces, au soin qu’elles ont mis 

ren toute circonstance à préférer les for- 
I mules vagues ou simplement abstraites 
laux textes concrets, précis et constructifs. 
I Tel est l’aboutissement inévitable des 
[délibérations sanctionnées suivant le prin- 
|éipe de l’unanimité, qui est à la fois une 
[sauvegarde et une cause d’affaiblisse- 
| ment.

Que voulez-vous, à l’heure présente, 
que le conseil de la S. D. N. puisse offrir 
aux puissances en conflit pour les enga
ger à régler pacifiquement leurs diffé
rends î II a montré, en maintes circons
tances, son inaptitude à arbitrer lui- 
même les affaires qu’on lui a soumises. 
Pas une seule fois il n’a su faire abstrac
tion de préoccupations politiques et n’a 
donné aux parties en cause cette impres
sion qu’il était animé d’un esprit de so
lidarité internationale. Quand les repré-

même, 
un 6b- Dans le conflit sino-japonais, le con

seil n ’a pas été au fond des choses, il ne 
s’est pas attaqué à la racine du mal; il1 
s’en est bien gardé; il n’a pas cherchéI 
à établir solidement la paix; il s’est con
tenté de dire aux intéressés : Disputez- 
vous, mais ne vous battez pas. Il ne s’est 
donc pas occupé de faire disparaître la 
cause du conflit. Il ne le pouvait d’ail
leurs pas. Sa faiblesse vient, en effet, de 
ce qu’il est obligé de demander partout 
et à tous le respect du statu quo, alors 
que, dans certaines contrées du monde, 
c ’est précisément ce statu quo qui rend 
la paix hargneuse et précaire. La Société 
des Nations agit comme si la géographie 
politique de l’univers avait trouvé sa 
forme définitive à partir du joui* où le 
Covenant a été signé; elle s’est instituée 
la gardienne de cet équilibre, et les chan
gements, même pacifiques, qu’on voudrait 
y apporter lui sont insupportables. Les 
besoins d’expansion des nations surpeu
plées et, comme le Japon, trop à l’étroit 
sur leur territoire, sont cependant géné
rateurs de difficultés, d’incidente perpé
tuels. La Société des Nations ne peut que 
recommander, en pareil cas, la tempori
sation. Elle ne réussit, en mettant les 
choses au mieux, qu’à obtenir l’ajourne
ment des conflits, qui demeurent latente. 
Elle maintient peut-être la paix, mais 
cette paix reste précaire et pleine d’insé
curité.

*

La crise économique l’a trouvée aussi 
impuissante. Elle a apporté le même es
prit d’irrésolution à l’étude des grands, 
problèmes dont les peuples attendent im-j 
patiemment la solution. Elle a ébauchéI 
des projets : aucun d’eux ri’a pu abou-| 
tir. Elle n’a même pas voté la plus ano-i 
dine recommandation. Totalement désem-l 
parée par l’observation de phénomènes! 
qui dépassent son entendement, elle s’est! 
rejetée sur le désarmement, comme si elle! 
attendait sérieusement de la conférence] 
internationale de février prochain des so-l 
lutions susceptibles d’alléger les budgets,! 
d’améliorer les trésoreries, de rendre la! 
sécurité aux nations et la confiance aux! 
hommes d’entreprise. I

Et pourquoi donc serait-elle plus ca-l 
pable de résoudre ee problème mieux quel 
les autres ? L’aborde-t-elle seulement du! 
bon côté ? En matière d’armements,! 
n’est-ce pas aujourd’hui le chapitre des! 
gaz asphyxiante qui est le plus préoceu-l

«entants de l’Angleterre, de l’Allemagne, pant, le plus propre à inquiéter les
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La Crise de la Société des Nations
■ -....................- tUtllttUIIIUHmiUHHtlllllUHIHIHIHl------------------------ —

La Société des Nations est en pleine 
crise. Le conflit sino-japonais, qu’elle a 
ambitionné d’apaiser, a fait éclater à la 
fois l’insuffisance de ses moyens d’action 
et les faiblesses de sa politique. Les gens 
raisonnables qui apprécient les difficultés 
de sa tâche lui auraient plus volontiers 
pardonné son impuissance, à laquelle ils 
s’attendaient, que son inhabileté, qu’ils 
soupçonnaient moins. Il est grave, pour 
le conseil de la S. D. N., d’avoir donné 
au monde le spectacle d’une diplomatie 
s’exerçant à contre-sens avec une obsti
nation qui devient émouvante, sans ces
ser pour cela d’être pénible. On l’accuse 
d’avoir enfreint sa propre loi, d’avoir 
manqué d’objectivité et même d’une cor- 
faine honnêteté en us?/it d’intimidation 
à l’égard d’une des parties en cause; 
mais on l’accuse plus encore d’avoir, par 
incompréhension des réalités de la situa
tion en Mandchourie, compliqué fâcheu
sement les choses en développant le mou
vement anti japonais sur le théâtre des 
difficultés et des désordres.

On ne peut guère ne pas s’apercevoir 
de ee» errements. Il&^utent. aux yeux.; 
le néant de ses multiples efforts

La faute en est aux puissances diri
geantes, à leur refus systématique de 
prendre des engagements sérieux, à leur 
recherche des solutions les plus notoire
ment inefficaces, au soin qu’elles ont mis 

ren toute circonstance à préférer les for
mules vagues ou simplement abstraites 
aux textes concrets, précis et constructifs.

Tel est l’aboutissement inévitable des 
délibérations sanctionnées suivant le prin
cipe de l’unanimité, qui est à la fois une 
sauvegarde et une cause d’affaiblisse
ment.

Que voulez-vous, à l’heure présente, 
que le conseil de la S. D. N. puisse offrir 
aux puissances en conflit pour les enga
ger à régler pacifiquement leurs diffé
rends ? Il a montré, en maintes circons
tances, son inaptitude à arbitrer lui- 
même les affaires qu’on lui a soumises. 
Pas une seule fois il n’a su faire abstrac
tion de préoccupations politiques et n’a 
donné aux parties en cause cette impres
sion qu’il était animé d’un esprit de so
lidarité internationale. Quand les repré
sentants de l’Angleterre, de l’Allemagne, 
de l’Italie y élèvent la voix, on a bien 
le sentiment que c’est pour fnire préva
loir seulement leurs intérêts nationaux.

On veut habituer les nations à plaider 
au lieu de se battre lorsqu’elles estiment 
'qu’il a été porté atteinte à leurs droits. 
Mais quel tribunal a-t-on mis à leur dis
position ? La Cour de Justice Interna
tionale et d’Arbitrage de La Haye. Cette 
juridiction unique porte le poids d’une 
énorme responsabilité et ne semble pas 
s’en douter. Pour amener, en cas de dif
ficultés, toutes les puissances à prendre 
le chemin de La Haye et à s’en remettre 
obligatoirement du bien-fondé de leur 
cause à la décision des arbitres, une chose 
est particulièrement nécessaire : il faut 
que ce tribunal se dresse comme une 
grande force unanimement respectée et 
qu’on ne puisse mettre en doute son in
dépendance, ses lumières, sa vigueur in
tellectuelle et morale, la droiture et l’im
partialité de ses décisions.

Or, l’essai qui a été fait, par le con
seil de la Société des Nations, de la com
pétence juridique des juges de La Haye 
dans la question du protocole de Vienne 
relatif au projet d’union douanière aus
tro-allemande, a été, à cet égard, tout à 
fait décourageant. Ces juges se sont mon
trés hésitants et. timorés, incapables de 
s’élever au-dessus des préoccupations 
'd’ordre national et de se prononcer selon 
leur conscience, sans tenir compte de 
«considérations extérieures à leur mission. 
|4u lieu de dire le droit, comme on lesi

en avait priés et d’assurer le respect des 
textes, ils ont essayé de rendre des ser
vices aux parties en cause. On attendait 
d’eux un avis; ils ont envoyé trois soin 
tions, dont aucune ne constituait à pro
prement parler la thèse officielle de la 
Cour de La Haye.

Et le conseil de la S. D. N. a été, de 
son côté, tout heureux de n’avoir pas lui- 
même à prendre une décision plus cou
rageuse, les auteurs du protocole litigieux, 
MM. Curtius et Schober, ayant, fort à 
propos, déclaré y renoncer volontaire
ment, reportant ainsi à plus tard la solu
tion d’une difficulté qui exigeait une dé
cision immédiate et définitive.

En évitant de se prononcer catégori
quement sur un point d’intérêt capital 
— puisqu’il s’agissait de dire si les trai
tés avaient été violés — le conseil de la 
S. D. N., aussi bien que la Cour de Jus
tice de La Haye, a gravement compromis 
les intérêts de la paix. Les juges de La 
Haye, en particulier, ont perdu l’occa
sion qui s’offrait à eux de montrer aux 
nations ]a valeur des institutions du 
Droit. Les peuples 4)nt> compris ce jour-là

curité.
=i:

La crise économique l’a trouvée aussi 
impuissante. Elle a apporté le même es
prit d’irrésolution à l’étude des grands 
problèmes dont les peuples attendent im
patiemment la solution. Elle a ébauché 
des projets : aucun d’eux n’a pu abou
tir. Elle n’a même pas voté la plus ano
dine recommandation. Totalement désem
parée par l’observation de phénomènes 
qui dépassent son entendement, elle s’est 
rejetée sur le désarmement, comme si elle 
attendait sérieusement de la conférence 
internationale de février prochain des so
lutions susceptibles d’alléger les budgets, 
d’améliorer les trésoreries, de rendre la 
sécurité aux nations et la confiance aux 
hommes d’entreprise.

Et pourquoi donc serait-elle plus ca
pable de résoudre ce problème mieux que 
les autres ? L’aborde-t-elle seulement du 
bon côté ? En matière d’armements, 
n’est-ce pas aujourd’hui le chapitre des 
gaz asphyxiants qui est le plus préoccu
pant, le plus propre à inquiéter les 
masses, le plus spécifique de la guerre 
de demain ? C’est cependant le seul dont 
la S. D. N. ne s’occupe pas. Elle veut 
limiter le tonnage naval, les effectifs 
terrestres, les dépenses officielles de 
guerre ; elle ne souffle pas mot de l’arme 
la plus redoutable et la plus susceptible 
de se passer de toutes les autres. Elle 
l’ignore parce qu’elle a voté jadis une 
convention qui en interdit l'emploi !...

Ces légèretés ,ces inconséquences, cette 
propension à se satisfaire de formules 
générales et dépourvues de sincérité, qui 
n ’engagent d’ailleurs à rien, comme celle 
déjà trêve des armements, expression 
théâtrale sans portée pratique et sans 
réelle efficacité, condamnent les métho
des de Genève. Elles prouvent qu’au sein 
de la S. D. N. personne ne possède cette 
vue réaliste des choses qui fait distinguer 
le possible de ce qui ne l’est pas encore 
et ne le sera probablement jamais.

Les peuples, à de certains moments, 
ont pu croire en la Société des Nations. 
Ils sentent maintenant que les réalités de 
la paix.lui échappent et ils éprouvent le 
besoin de s’organiser sans elle. Ils la 
croient frappée d’impuissance; ils n’en 
attendent plus rien d’heureux, et, si la 
ligue dont la .tâche unique était cepen
dant de fortifier la paix, ne, change pas 
radicalement de mentalité et de façon de 
faire, l’échec moral qui l’atteint dès à 
présent ne pourra pas être surmonté. 
Elle tombera en désuétude.

^ùturice DUVAL*
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Debout pour la défense de l’U. R. S. S. et de la Révolution chinoise !

DE NOUVELLES TROUPES JAPONAISES 
SONT ENVOYÉES EN MANDCHOURIE

--------------------------- EJEJQEllj----------------------------

Le « Populaire )) continue l’odieuse campagne 
sur la prétendue « entente entre le Japon et l’U. R. S. S. »

Une auto blindée japonaise gardant une banque à Tsinanfu, après l’occupation 
de cette ville par les troupes nippopes.

A la veille de la tenue de la session du 
Conseil de la S.D.N., le gouvernement 
de Tokio a décidé l'envoi immédiat de 
la 8e division japonaise pour renforcer 
les troupes d’occupation en ,Mandchou- 
rie.

Quatre destroyers ont été dépêchés à 
Port-Arthur. Un croiseur à Sasebo, la 
station navale la plus méridionale du 
Japon, est prêt à prendre le départ 
pour la Chine.

Au Nord, la menace contre Tsitsikar 
n’est en rien atténuée, au contraire, 
puisque les rassemblements de troupes 
japonaises continuent. Les milieux offi
ciels nippons esayent de faire croire 
qu’ils ne disposent que de 2.000 hommes 
sur la rivière Nonni. Mais on apprend 
qu’à Talaï, à la tête de pont de la ri
vière, il y avait, à la fin de La semaine 
dernière, plus de 4.000 fanlasisns japo
nais, plus deux compagnies de cavale
rie avec 240 wagons de matériel de 
guerre et d’approvisionnement, 13 wa
gons sanitaires, six avions, plus de 40 
canons de campagne, deux canons 

lourds, des autos blindées et des trains 
blindés.

Avec les mercenaires du général 
Tchang Haï Penggoh voit donc que les 
forces destinées à s’emparer éventuelle
ment de Tsitsikar et de couper ainsi le 
chemin de fer de.TEsl chinois .sont très 
importantes en face des troupes de Ma! 
qui défend la ville avec 10.000 hommes.

Le danger de la provocation antisovié
tique par l’accentüation de l’occupation 
japonaise reste donc des plus menaçants 
et nous avons' dénoncé hier les plans 
d’intervention des puissances qui se pré
cisent.

Le “Populaire” récidive
• C’est dans ces conditions que le Ro
senfeld du Populaire continue à se livrer 
à scs criminelles insinuations au sujet 
d’une prétendue entente entre le Japon et 
l’U.R.S.S. pour le partage de la 
'’andchourie.

Camouflant, falsifiant les faits, le co
quin qui rédige la chronique internatio
nale de l’organe social-fasciste ose affir
mer que « le goure moment soviétique 
n'a pas dit un seul mot qui serait une 
désapprobation de l’agression japo
naise ».

Les ouvriers qui ont lu et médité la 
réponse de 'Karakhan à la démarche in- : 
solente de l’ambassadeur du Japon, ont 
pu juger comment nos camarades con
damnent la violation du territoire chi
nois par les troupes de l’impérialisme 
nippon. j
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Mais il va plus loin. Reproduisant, en 
falsifiant le texte, un interview de Vq- 
rochilov, commissaire du peuple à l’àij^ 
mée, dans laquelle notre camarade aK 
firme ne croire ni en la sincérité ni en : 
l’efficacité de l’action de la S. D. N.J 
Rosenfeld cherche à faire croire que | 
l’U. R. S. S. est d’accord avec le Ja-' 
pon dans l’action de brigandage de ce 
dernier en Manehourie.

Nous avons toujours ici affirmé la vo.- 
, lonté de paix de l’U. R. S. S., que le 
gouvernement soviétique fera tout son
possible pour conserver la paix, pour
poursuivre en paix l’édification du so
cialisme.

Vorochilov, dans son interview, n’a
fait que réaffirmer l’attachement à la 
paix des ouvriers et paysans soviétiques, 
mais en spécifiant que l’attitude dù gou
vernement soviétique dépend de celle du 
gouvernement japonais. Si la provoca
tion à la guerre prend la forme d’actes 
nettement hostiles, comme les préparatifs 
contre le chemin de. fer de l’Est chinois 
et la fomentation de complots par les 
gardes blancs — amis de Rosenfeld — 
le font craindre, l’U. R. S. S. saurq ré
pondre comme doit le faire le pays de la 
révolution triomphante — après avoir 
épuisé tous les moyens de conserver la 
paix et les posibilités de rapports nor- ■ 
maux avec le Japon.

La nouvelle canaillerie du Populaire 
nous donne une idée de la valeur des i 
protestations des social-démocrates pré
tendant se dresser contre l’invasion ja
ponaise en Mandchourie. Leurs faits et 
gestes quotidiens les démasquent comme 
de véritables complices des plans crimit 
nels des impérialistes contre les masse| 
travailleuses chinoises et contre l’U. R. 
S. S.

La préparation du conseil 
de la S.D.N.

i Avec un tel appui des social-fascistes, 
l’impérialisme français pourra continuer 
son rôle dirigeant pour le dépècement de 
la Chine et pour soutenir le Japon à la 
prochaine session du Conseil de la 
S. D. N. qui va s’ouvrir lundi pro
chain à Paris.

Le gouvernement, japonais y déléguera t 
en plus de M. Yoshisawâ,, les ambassa-, 
deurs japonais à Londres et à Rome.

L’impérialisme américain sera repré
senté par le général Dawes, actuelle
ment ambassadeur des Etats-Unis à Lon
dres, et par M. Prentiss Gilbert, consul 
à Genève, qui auront pour tâche de dé
fendre les intérêts américains en Chine 
devant les autres rivaux.

Des négociations ont déjà commencé, 
à Paris et Londres, par des conversa
tions entre Briand et le chargé d’affaires 
des Etats-Unis, entre sir John Simon et 
l’ambassadeur, du Japon, qui s’est entre

tenu aussi avec le général Dawes. i
Les impérialistes sont d’accord pour! 

se partager la Chine, pour lutter contre 
le profond mouvement de libération na
tionale et pour abattre les soviets chi
nois . Corroborant les déclarations que 
nous avons déjà rapportées de Tchang1 
Kaï Shek et de personnalités japonaises 
quant à 1’ « opportunité » d’une action 
concertée des puissances pour le « main
tien de l’ordre » en Chine par l’instau
ration d’un gouvernement « stable », 
Içrd Robert Cecîl a déclaré, avant-hier, : 
que l’Angleterre était pleinement de cet 
avis, naturellement. Mais il n’en rester 
pas moins que les antagonistes interim-* 
pénalistes vont s’aiguiser dans la lutte 
pour la place prépondérante.

Cependant on aurait tort de se laisser 
entraîner par cette dernière considéra
tion et d’oublier une seule minute le 
danger qui menace l’U. R. S. S. en Ex
trême-Orient, qui sera plus grave en
core après les délibérations de Paris.

Il faut donc redoubler de vigilance. îlj 
faut accentuer Ja lutte çontre rimpéria-j 
lisme . français -l’action de massé
dans les usines, dans les sports, sur tous
les terrains de* la lutte de classe. Nosi 
camarades du Parti doivent faire con
naître à tous les travailleurs les plans 
des impérialistes, démasquer devant .les 
ouvriers socialistes le rôle infâme des 
chefs de leur parti dans la préparation .

Ide la guerre contre l’U.R.S.S.
■ Par une agitation incessante nous de-| 
■ vons faire se lever les larges masses ou-1 
■ vrières pour empêcher la guerre antiso- 
■ viétique. pour soutenir la lutte héroïque 
■ des travailleurs et des Soviets chinois. j 
■ M. MAGNIEN. I
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La vérité sur le conflit 
sino-japonais

« Vin transigeant » envoie 
sur place un de ses meilleurs 
observateurs : Antoine E. 
Zischka.

Nos lecteurs n’ont pas oublié le 
sensationnel reportage que notre col
laborateur Zischka a fait sur la Chine 
inondée. Survolant l’immense désert 
d’eau, il a décrit, * vec vigueur et réa
lisme, l’épouvantable détresse de ces 
millions d’individus que les flots du 
Yang-Tsé-Kiang avaient chassés de 
leurs villages. :

Le choléra et la peste s’étaient ra
pidement abattus sur eux, en faisant 
un lamentable troupeau d’êtres famé
liques.

Zischka retourne pour nous aujour
d’hui en Chine. Notre envoyé spécial 
est aujourd’hui à Vienne où un avion 
l’attend, qui le mènera, il l’espère, en 
six jours en Mandchourie. Il suivra 
pour nous les événements qui s’y dé
roulent. Il nous rendra compte au jour 
le jour du conflit qui met aux prises 
Japonais et Chinois de l’armée du gé
néral Ma.

Cette guerre mandchourienne — car 
c’est bien d’une guerre qu’il s’agit — 
vaut d’être suivie de près par un grand 
journal français désireux d’apporter à 
l’opinion française des informations 
objectives sur des événements qui met
tent aux prises aussi directement les 
armées que les diplomaties. Le repor
tage de A. E. Zischka va permettre aux 
lecteurs de /’Intransigeant de connaître 
la vérité sur ce grave conflit.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By_. 0* NARS, Date

Enclosure No. 16 to Despatch No. 1951 
of November 13, 1931.

Erom the tab assy at Haris.

Extract from La’ JOlIRNtaL, November 13, 1931

A LA VEILLE DE LA RÉUNION 
du Conseil de la S.D.N.

-----------WH-----------

) L’intervention de M. Dawes 
ambassadeur américain 
à Londres laisse prévoir 

une action prudente des Etats-Unis
Si une chose peut surprendre, ce n'est 

pas que le conflit sino-japonais ne soit 
point encore réglé, c'est que l'incendie 
n'ait point déjà gagné tout F Extrême- 
Orient, quand on considère la quantité 
d'huile jetée sur le feu par ceux-là me
mes qui se représentent comme les cham
pions de l'apaisement. Récapitulons seu
lement les fausses nouvelles lancées, 
dans ces derniers jours, par les sources 
d'information anglo-saxonnes.

On a annoncé que le général chinois 
Ma Tchang Chan avait déclaré la 
guerre, à la suite de l'échauffourée de 
la rivière Nonni. En fait, les Chinois- 
se sont tenus tranquilles dès qu'ils se 
sont rendu compte que les Japonais 
cherchaient uniquement à reconstruire le 
pont du chemin de fer détruit. On a 
annoncé que les Japonais, ayant fomenté 
des troubles à Tien-Tsin pour trouver 
une occasion d'intervenir, ont bombardé 
la ville. En fait, les Japonais se sont bor
nés à tirer quelques coups à blanc, pour 
faire respecter leur concession menacée 
par des désordres entre factions chinoises. 
Il suffit d'ailleurs d'un moment de ré
flexion pour se rendre compte qu'ils 
n'ont aucun intérêt à une extension du 
conflit en Chine. On peut leur supposer 
l'intention de profiler de l'occasion pour 
renforcer leur position en Mandchourie, 
mais pas pour chercher à multiplier leurs 
embarras.

Les Japonais ont annoncé officielle
ment qu'ils procédaient à la relève d'une 
brigade sans dépasser l'effectif de 
13.000 soldats accordé par les traités. 
Immédiatement on a annoncé qu'ils en
voyaient des renforts en Mandchourie.

Le record de l'invraisemblance est la 
nouvelle qui attribue aux Japonais une I 
initiative tendant à un règlement interna- | 
tional, alors que la cause même de la 
prolongation du conflit est la volonté 
ferme du Japon de régler seul ses af
faires avec la Chine.

Il est grand temps, en vérité, que la 
réunion du conseil du 16 novembre 
oblige les puissances à sortir de la confu
sion des actions internationales. Le con
seil de la Société des nations doit trouver 
une issue à l'impasse où il s'est four- . 
voyé. Les Etats-Unis envoient à Paris 
le général Datoes, leur ambassadeur à 
Londres, pour suivre l'affaire de près 
en l'absence de M. Edge. C'est peut- 
être la principale raison d'espérer. En 
effet, les Américains qui ont été intro
duits dans l'affaire par la Société des 
nations elle-même, se sont montrés un 
élément de bon sens et de réalisme. Ils 
ont déjà évité bien des imprudences et 
nous espérons qu'ils continueront. — 
S.-B.
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LA QUERRE EN MANDCHOURIE

A la veille d’une bataille
■ ■ xï

devant Tsitsikar j
MMKk- ■ . ... —---------------  -1

Lundi prochain se réunira à Paris 
le conseil de la Société des Nations. 
M. Briand le présidera, ayant à ses 
côtés *M. Simon, ministre des Affai
res étrangères de la Grande-Bretagne. 
Le général Dawes, ambassadeur amé
ricain à Londres, assistera à titre*d’cb-1 
servateur.- Le délégué du Japon, M. I 
|¥oshizawa, ambassadeur à Paris, se
ra assisté par ses collègues de Lon
dres. et de Rome, MM. Matsùdaira .et 
iYoshida. Les autres puissances, mem
bres du Conseil, seront représentées 
par leurs délégués habituels.

Le Conseil se trouvera devant une 
situation de beaucoup plus grave qu’en 
octobre. Le Japon n’a pas suivi les I 
recommandations formulées par le 
Conseil le 24 octobre! Non seulement 
les troupes nippones' n’ont pas été 
évacuées, mais elles ont> au contrai
re, occupé une nouvelle zone dans . le 
Nord de la Mandchourie.

Biles se trouvent à quelques kilo
mètres de la ligne du cheinin de fer de 
il’Est chinois et se préparent à occu
per Tsitsikar.

On lira plus loin le résumé de qua
tre notes que la Chine a transmises à 
fa S. D. N. Elles donnent un aperçu 
général de la situation. Les faits qu’el

les exposent ne sont pas niés par le 
lljapon. Celui-ci'essayera seulement de 
des « expliquer » pour justifier son at-> 
titude. Les « bandits » chinois joue
ront certainement un rôle important; 
dans l’exposé japonais. Et il n’est pas 
impossible que les diplomates nippons 
insinuent, de temps eh temps, que par
mi les « bandits » se trouvent des 
« instructeurs » soviétiques. Certains ■ 
télégrammes de Tokio le laissent en
trevoir.

Dès hier. M. Briand» président en 
exercice du Conseil de la S. D. N., 
a adressé aux gouvernements de To- J 
kio et de Nankin, une nouvelle note. î 
En voici les principaux passages : !

« Après avoir étudié soigneusement 
ces réponses (les réponses japonaises 
et chinoises à sa note précédente), ain
si que les dernières communications 
reçues, je crois devoir insister de" 
veau sur rengagement pris^ par ies ’ 
deux gouvernements de faire tous leurs i 
efforts pour éviter toute aggravation ; 
de la situation.

« J’insiste ^gaiement pour que les I 
commandants dés forces en présence I 
reçoivent les ordres les plus stricts de 

i s’abstenir de toute initiative d'action 
nouvelle.

L « J’estime enfin très important que 
Ides facilités soient données aux obser-' 
I vateuis que, les «membres du Conseil 
! en venaient sur les lieux, notamment 
aujLènvirôîm du pont sur le Noniii ètf 
à An^ancm pour recueillir les informa- 

; tiens prévues par la résolution du 30 
septembre. »

Ce document ne diffère pas sensi- 
) b Lem en t des notes et .résolutions pré-L 
« cédcntes. Il* est conçu dans un -style-h 
, si diplomatique qu’il a . plutôt la for-W 
me d’une circulaire bureaucratique 
que d’un rappel à l’ordre émanant de 
l’institution internationale chargée de 
protéger la paix. Mais j’avoue qu’elle 
est néanmoins plus catégorique que les 
étranges déclarations de Vorochilov, 

Mqtie j’ai reproduites hier. Tandis que 
■ Oé commissaire- bolcheviste éprouve le 
■ besoin d’afficher en ce mômenÇ des 
■ sentiments amicaux à l’égard de l’im- 
■ périalisme japonais qui est en train 
■ d’annexer la Mandchourie,le président 
■ du Conseil de la S. D. N., invite. 
■ au moins, les deux parties à ne plus 
■ se battre. „
■ llva de soi que la timide , interven- ! 
■ tion de M. Briand ne modifiera pas I 
Büa situation. L<3 Japon est décidé à 
Bs/emparer de Tsitsikar. Et les der-l 
■ nières nouvelles font craindre qu’une 
■ grande bataille ne s’engage incessam-l 
B ment dans la région de Tsitsikar. I 
B Cependant, le Temps a cru bon d’é-l 
Bcrire hier I
B Depuis que M. Briand, appelé à la I 
■ présidence du conseil de la Société des I 
■ Nations, a pris l’affaire en main en I 
■ cette qualité, sa diplomatie a réussi à I 
■ réparer en partie les erreurs comimdses I 
■ Précédemment en obtenantjque toute I B menace de guerre proprement dite soit |

die î 
les |
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LA GUERRE EN MANDCHOURIE

A la veille d’une bataille 
devant Tsitsikar

Lundi prochain se réunira à Paris 
le conseil de la Société des Nations. 
M. Briand le présidera, ayant à ses 
rôtés ‘M. Simon, ministre des Affai
res étrangères de la Grande-Bretagne. 
Le général Dawes, ambassadeur amé
ricain à Londres, assistera à titre’d’cb- i 
œrvateur. Le délégué du Japon, M. ' 
jYoshizawa, ambassadeur à Paris, se
ra assisté par ses collègues de Lon
dres et de Rome, MM. Matsudaira et 
jVoshida. Les autres puissances, mem
bres du Conseil, seront représentées 
par leurs délégués habituels.

Le Conseil se trouvera devant une | 
situation de beaucoup plus grave qu’en < 
octobre. Le Japon n’a pas suivi les 
recommandations formulées par le 
Conseil le 24 octobre! Non seulement 
les troupes nippones n’ont pas été 
évacuées, mais elles ont> au contrai
re, occupé une nouvelle zone dans le 
Nord de la Mandchourie.

Elles se trouvent à quelques kilo
mètres de la ligne du chemin de fer de 
G’Est chinois et se préparent à occu
per Tsitsikar.

On lira plus loin le résumé de qua
tre notes que la Chine a transmises à 
fa S. D. N. Elles donnent un aperçu 
général de la situation. Les faits qu’el

les exposent ne sont pas niés par le 
i’Japon. Celui-ci‘essayera seulement de 
des « expliquer » pour justifier son at
titude. Les « bandits » chinois joue
ront certainement un rôle important 
dans l’exposé japonais. Et il n’est pas 
impossible que les diplomates nippons 
insinuent, de temps en temps, que par
mi les « bandits » se trouvent des 
« instructeurs » soviétiques. Certains 
télégrammes de Tokio le laissent en
trevoir.

Dès hier. M. Briand, président en 
exercice du Conseil de la S. D. N., 
a adressé aux gouvernements de To
kio et de Nankin, une nouvelle note. 
En voici les principaux passages :

« Après avoir étudié soigneusement 
ces réponses (les réponses japonaises 
et chinoises à sa note précédente), aln- ’ 
ai que les dernières communications 
reçues, je crois devoir insister dé lVi- 
veau sur rengagement pris par xes 
deux gouvernements de faire tous leurs 
efforts pour éviter toute aggravation de la situation.

« J’inSiste également pour que les . 
commandants ces forces en présence I 
reçoivent les ordres les plus stricts de 
s'abstenir d« toute initiative d’action 
nouvelle. j
desany obser- 
étranges déclarations de Vorochilov, 
que j’ai reproduites hier. Tandis que 
üè commissaire- bolcheviste éprouve le 

; besoin d’afficher en ce moment des 
।sentiments amicaux à l’égard de l’im- 
| périalisme japonais qui est en train 
d’annexer la Mandchourie,le président 
du Conseil de la S. D.- N., invite, 
an moins, les deux parties à ne plus 
se battre.

Il va de soi que la timide interven- ’ 
don de M. Briand ne modifiera pas 
la situation. Le Japon est décidé à 
s’emparer de Tsitsikar. Et les der
nières nouvelles font craindre qu’une $ 
grande bataille ne s’engage incessam-JL 
ment dans la région de Tsitsikar.

Cependant, le Temps a cru bon d’é-^B 
crire hier :

Depuis que M. Briand, appelé à la^H 
présidence du conseil de la Société des 
Nations, a pris l’affaire en main en 
cétte qualité, sa diplomatie a réussi à 
réparer en partie les erreurs comundses 
précédemment en obtenant que toute 
menace de guerre proprement dite soit 
écartée et en ouvrant la voie à un 
règlement pacifique.

Même da feuille bolcheviste — qui 
est pourtant très embarrassée par l’at-^B 
titude équivoque d$ l’U. R. S. S. — 

’n’a pas atteint ce degré de stupidité.
O. ROSENFELD. ■
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LE DIFFEREND SINO-JAPONAIS

Le conseil de la Société des nations se 
réunira lundi prochain, à Paris, pour exami
ner la situation créée par le différend sino- 
japonais relatif à la Mandchourie. Au moment 
où, le 26 octobre, lors de la dernière réunion 
de Genève, il fut décidé de se réunir de nou
veau le 16 novembre, on avait l’espoir que, 
malgré toutes les difficultés auxquelles on 
s’était heurté jusque-là et malgré le refus du 
Japon de se rallier à la résolution du conseil 
dans les termes où celle-ci avait été adoptée, 
lin accord interviendrait entre temps qui ren
drait inutile la nouvelle réunion. Cet espoir 
ne s’est pas réalisé, car, au cours de ces der
nières semaines, la situation s’est compliquée 
sur le terrain en Mandchourie et les choses 
seront plus difficiles à régler maintenant 
qu’elles ne l’étaient lors de la récente réu
nion du conseil. Est-ce à dire que la crise est 
sans issue et qu’il faut se résigner à envisa
ger le pire? Nous ne l’avons pas cru au mo
ment où la controverse entre Tokio et Nankin 
en arrivait à sa phase la plus aiguë et où la 
réaction japonaise à Moukden même faisait 
craindre un conflit déclaré; nous ne le pen
sons pas davantage maintenant que les en
gagements qui ont eu lieu sur la rivière Nonni 
entre les forces nippones et les troupes du 
général Ma Tchang Ghan ont donné à la situa
tion un aspect tragique. Certainement, le Japon 
ne veut pas s’engager dans une véritable guerre 
et la Chine, elle, ne peut raisonnablement en
visager une telle aventure où elle aurait tout 
à perdre et rien à gagner. Quant à supposer 
que la Société des nations, qui n’a pas d’autre 
tâche que d’empêcher une guerre déclarée et 
que de faciliter un règlement du différend par 
des négociations directes entre les deux par
ties, veuille donner à son intervention un ca
ractère tendant à l’isolement diplomatique du 
Japon, ce qui poserait pour cette puissance la 
question de savoir si elle doit rester au conseil 
de Genève ou s’en retirer, c’est une absurdité 
qu’il serait absolument vain de discuter.

Ce qui est vrai, c’est qu’en se laissant trop 
impressionner par des incidents violents et 
des accidents qui ne sont que des conséquen
ces directes et indirectes de fautes commises 
auparavant, on en arrive à perdre de vue qu’à 
l’origine de ce différend il y a surtout les 
manquements répétés de la Chine à l’esprit 
et à la lettre des traités, les attentats commis 
contre des officiers japonais et contre les pot 
sitions nippones sur le chemin de fer Sud- 
Mandchourien et,' enfin, (’atmosphère créée 
par la violente campagne antijaponaise qui 
s’est étendue à tous les centres chinois impor
tants et dont le boycottage commercial n’est 
qu’une des manifestations. CcrU^,-4e “Japon a 
pris une initiative pouvant difficilement se 
concilier avec les règles du droit international 
en ayant recours, pour défendre ses droits et 
ses intérêts menacés, à des mesures militaires 
en dehors de la zone du chemin de fer qu’il 
contrôle en vertu de traités formels, mais les 
procédés des autorités chinoises, l’impuissance 
de celles-ci à réprimer le banditisme et les 
excès d’une soldatesque livrée à elle-même, les 
difficultés, enfin, de la situation générale en 
Mandchourie, où le Japon a le devoir de pro
téger les grands intérêts qu’il a su s’y assurer 
avec des forces relativement faibles, expli
quent l’énergie de sa riposte s’ils ne la justifient 
pas en droit.

Il tombe sous le sens qu’on doit tenir compte 
de cet état de choses si on veut apprécier 
équitablement les faits et ne pas chercher 
l’impossible en essayant de résoudre un-e 
crise de cette nature par des formules abso
lues ne s’adaptant pas avec toute la souplesse 
nécessaire aux réalités du moment. Le véri
table problème qui se trouve posé en Mand
chourie du fait des menées chinoises et de la 
riposte nippone a été en quelque sorte noyé 
dans une avalanche de notes, de réponses 
et de mises au point portant surtout sur 
des incidents d’importance secondaire et qui 
n’étaient pas toujours clairement établis. C’est 
surtout par l’exploitation peu scrupuleuse de 
fausses nouvelles, ou d’informations insuffi
samment contrôlées qu’on a cherché à fausser 
l’opinion internationale et à donner à ce diffé
rend une gravité qu’ôn ne lui eût jamais con
nue si on s’en était strictement tenu aux faits 
et si on l’avait traité comme un conflit local, à 
régler sur place par les autorités des deux par
ties. Du côté japonais on s’est plaint de l’ac
cueil trop facile fait, même dans certains mi
lieux informés de Genève, à des communica
tions de la Chine qui avaient trop le caractère de 
documents de propagande et qui tendaient à 
tirer le meilleur parti possible de rumeurs sen
sationnelles aussitôt démenties. Quand on exa
mine attentivement le dossier de presse du 
différend sino-japonais de ces 'dernières’’se
maines, on reste stupéfait devant l’amas de 
fausses nouvelles, de bruits tendancieux, de ru-, 
meurs sensationnelles, de faits controuvés par 
la plus élémentaire enquête, qui en constitue 
l’essentiel. C’est avec cela qu’on alarme l’opi
nion, qu’on improvise un courant dans un sens 
déterminé, qu’on crée un véritable esprit de 
guerre.

Il est temps que cela prenne fin et qu’on en 
revienne aux faits, à la réalité immédiate. De-, 
puis que M. Briand, appelé à la présidence du 
conseil de la Société des nations, a pris l’affaire 
en main en cette qualité, sa diplomatie a réussi 
à réparer en partie les erreurs commises précé
demment en obtenant que toute menace de 
guerre proprement dite soit écartée et en ou
vrant la voie à un règlement pacifique. Il faut 
maintenant que le conseil de la Société des na
tions achève son œuvre au cours de sa réunion 
du 16 novembre et qu’il liquide pratiquement un 
différend qui, dégagé de toutes les considéra
tions par lesquelles on a-, ypulu Je compliquer, a 
un caractère essentiellement local. Lé Japon a 
donné l’assurance formelle qu’il n’a pas de vi
sées territoriales en Chine, qu’il ramènera toutes 
ses forces dans^Ja zone du chemin. de fer dès qhe leâ àlitorîfe- chTdOFffif©fené les 
garanties nécessaires pour la sécurité des res- 

: sortissants nippons, mais il veut que, par les 
‘ négociations directes,à engager,Ja Chine recon* 
; naisse et confirme les droits qu’il tient des trai
tés. La précaution n’est peut-être pas inutile 
avec une puissance dont on connaît les dispo
sitions à enfreindre les stipulations des accords 
internationaux. '

Toutes les informations que l’on possède à 
cette heure prouvent que le Japon est enclin à 
la conciliation pour autant, cela va de soi, qu’on 
assure le respect de-ses droits. Il importe donc 
que la Chine fasse preuve de la même bonne 

। volonté, qu’elle se prête avec sincérité à un ac
cord de principe pour la solution d’un différend 
dont la responsabilité première lui incombe en 
grande partie, accord devant fournir une base 
pour un règlement durable des relations sino- 
japonaises et une féconde collaboration des 
deux pays dont la Chine sera la principale bé= 
néficiaire.



<

DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By MiJUCk O- NARS, Date /3-/Î-7S

g

Sir:

No. 1967
Q aria,

IBASSY OF THE 
OF AMERICAjeq^tates

>''S

„ ? 1931
HWISIQIi yp

"ft ’ ‘KpkA

The Honorable

November 17, 1951
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The Secretary of State

Washington, D. G

In compliance with the Department’s 

instruction No. 293 of August 19, 1930, I 

have the honor to transmit herewith clip

pings from the French press, on the subject 

theof the Sino-Japanese

period, from November

inclusive

conflict, covering

14 to November 16,

yours,

1931,

Respectfully
For the Charge d.’Affaires ad interim:

Enclosures

Williamson S. Howell, 
First Secretary of Emb

F/D
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Enclosures: (single copy).

Clippings from the following newspapers:

November 14. 1951...
No^ 1 - L’OEUVRE

2 - LE PETIT PARISIEN
3 - LA REPUBLIQUE

November 15, 1951.
N3Q 4 - L’ECHO DE PARIS

5 - EXCELSIOR
6 - L’HUMANITE
7 - L’INFORMATION
0 - JOURNAL DES DEBATS
9 - L’OEUVRE

10 - LE POPULAIRE

November 16, 1951.
5'o. 11 -’L’AVENIR

12 - L’ERE NOUVELLE
15 - EXCELSIOR
14 - FIGARO
15 - L’HUMANITE
16 - LE JOURNAL
17 - LE MATIN
18 - L’OEUVRE
19 - LE PETIT PARISIEN
20 - LE POPULAIRE
21 - LE QUOTIDIEN
22 - LA REPUBLIQUE
23 - LE TEMPS

In quintuplicate. 
710.
RS/jdk
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From the Embassy at Paris.

Extract from L’OEUVRE, November 14, 1931

L'AFFAIRE SINO-JAPONAISE 
DEVANT LE CONSEIL DE LA S. D. N.

fl DW DE QUOI M-IL1 - - - - - - - - - -
Moükden, Kharbine, Tchang- 

Sue-Liang, Tsitsikar, Nonni, Ma- 
Tchan-Chan, An^anki, Tchang- 
Jiaï-Peng...

Pour beaucoup d’entre nous, il 
’faut bien l’avouer, c’est sous l’as
pect de cette salade de noms pro
pres — villes, fleuves et généraux 
■.— que se présente l’imbroglio 
mandchou, forme la plus récente 
du fameux « casse-tête » chinois.

Essayons d’y voir clair — carte 
mains.

La Mandchourie est chinoise. 
Mais parmi ses lignes de chemins 
de fer, il en est dont le « contrô
le » appartient à d’autres puis
sances : Russie et Japon..

En ce qui concerne le. tronçon 
Sud de la ligne de Kharbine à

puisque, de la fin septembre à la 
mi-octobre, la situation n’a pas 
changé: les Japonais occupent tou
jours le sud-ouest de la Mand
chourie, et la Chine, par la voix 
du docteur Sze, proteste toujours.

Que s’agit-il d’obtenir ? Que le 
Japon évacue les territoires qu'il 
occupe, puis qu’il entame des né
gociations avec la Chine au sujet 
du régime des chemins de fer 
mandchous — car c’est, on le ver
ra, le problème.

0

Le premier geste de M. Briand 
à Genève est de proposer que l'on 
invite les Etats-Unis à prendre 
part aux débats.

Port-Arthur et trois de ses em
branchements, ils sont passés-fin 
1905, à la suite de la guerre rus
so-japonaise,du contrôle de Saint- 
Pétersbourg sous celui de Tokio. 
En vertu de conventions plus ta
cites qu’expresses, le gouverne
ment japonais entretenait, aux 
abords de cette voie, un corps de 
14.000 hommes pour en garantir 
la sécurité.Malgré ces 14.000 hom
mes, il paraît que des incursions 
venant de l’ouest troublaient le 
trafic ou menaçaient les Japonais 
établis dans les centres desservis 
par la ligne. Sous ce prétexte — 
vrai ou faux — les Japonais déci
dent, en septembre, d’élargir la 
« zone de protection », > occupent 
Moukden et font avancer leurs 
troupes vers l’ouest. Les Chinois 
se retirent sans résistance et se re
plient jusqu’à la Grande Muraille, 
aux limites de la Chine propre
ment dite.

-- Et c’est dans cette histoire 
que votre Briand va fourrer son 
nez 1 ■ ■ ~

— Ngn. C’est de cette affaire 
que. la Chine, membre de la So
ciété des Nations saisit le Conseil 
ide Genève, alors ,que M. Briand 
n*y assiste pas' Sous la présiden
ce de M. Lerroux, le Conseil de
mande à là Chine et au Japon de 
régler pacifiquement Te^différend

— En vertu de quoi, puisqu’ils 
ne font pas partie de la S.D.N. ?

— En vertu du pacte Kellogg, 
dont ils sont signataires, tout 
comme la Chine et de J apon ? >

— Mais cela ne soulevait-il'pas 
des objections ?

— Cela en a soulëvé, de la fïart 
du Japon en particulier. Mais 
nous reviendrons sur ce: point... 
Quant au débat lui-même, il* se 
déroule assez lentement, entre- ) 
coupé de conversations entre1 les j 
intéressés et M. Briand qui, , en-I 
touré de la confiance de tous ( y I 
compris les Américains, quKont I 
répondu à l’invitation qu’on leur I 
avait adressée),dirige les,négocia- I 
lions. Le Japon affirmequ’il ne I 
prépare aucune annexion et qu’il I 
est prêt à évacuer ce’qu’il a occu
pé depuis le milieu de septembre, I 
mais à cinq conditions. I

De ces cinq conditions, la Chi
ne peut en accepter, .et en accepte 
quatre. Elle ne croit pas pouvoir 
accepter la cinquième, qui lui de* 
mande « la reconnaissance éxplv 
cite de toutes ses obligations dé
coulant des traités à l’égard du Ja
pon, y compris les 21 demandes. »

La Chine n’y peut souscrire. I 
Pourquoi ? Parce qu’elle ne peut! 
traiter avec le Japon sur le fond! 
du litige, tant que son territoire! 
est occupé. Si,pour en obtenir l’é-|
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L'AFFAIRE SINO-JAPONAISE 
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tT DM, K QUOI WIL 1
■----------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------- -

puisque, de la fin septembre à la 
mi-octobre, la situation n’a pas 
changé: les Japonais occupent tou
jours le sud-ouest de la Mand
chourie, et la Chine, par la voix 
du docteur Sze, proteste toujours.

Que s’agit-il d’obtenir ? Que le 
Japon évacue les territoires qu’il 
occupe, puis qu’il entame des né
gociations avec la Chine au sujet 
du régime des chemins de fer 
mandchous — car c’est, on le ver
ra, le problème.

Moukden, Kharbine, Tchang- 
Sue-Liang, Tsitsikar, Nonni, Ma- 
Tchan-Chan, Anganki, Tchang- 
Raï-Peng...

Pour beaucoup d’entre nous, il 
'faut bien l’avouer, c’est sous l’as
pect de cette salade de noms pro
pres — villes, fleuves et généraux 
«— que se présente l’imbroglio 
mandchou, forme la plus récente 
du fameux « casse-tête » chinois.

Essayons d’y voir clair — carte 
£n mains.

La Mandchourie est chinoise. 
Mais parmi ses lignes de chemins 
de fer. il en est dont le « contrô
le » appartient à d’autres . puis
sances : Russie et Japon..

En ce qui concerne le. tronçon ___ ____ r__
Sud de la ligne de Kharbine à I part aux débats.

Le premier geste de M. Briand 
à Genève est de proposer que Ton 
invite les Etats-Unis à prendre

MONGOLIE

*7S’ /

M a K t A N

HiHoaii

harbin

ingout»

ntoung

Nittgni

TSITSIKAR

Touchotm
MOUKOKN

VLADIVOSTOK
Hountchoun

— Ligneajaponaisos

fUodthouh

, -chinois (sino-outsoj

Quant au 
déroule assez lentement, 
coupé de conversations entre les 
intéressés et M. Briand qui, , en
touré de la confiance de tous ( y 
compris les Américains, quhont 
répondu à l’invitation qu’on leur 
avait adressée),dirige les négocia
tions. Le Japon affirme qu’il ne 
prépare aucune annexion et qu’il 
est prêt à évacuer ce qu’il a occu
pé depuis le milieu de septembre, 
mais à cinq conditions.

De ces cinq conditions, la Chi
ne peut en accepter, et en accepte 
quatre. Elle ne croit pas pouvoir 
accepter la cinquième, qui lui deÿ 
mande « la reconnaissance éxplv 
cite de toutes ses obligations dé
coulant des traités à l’égard du Ja
pon, y compris les 21 demandes. «

La Chine n’y peut souscrireq 
Pourquoi ? Parce qu’elle ne peut 
traiter avec le Japon sur le fond 
du litige, tant que son territoire 
est occupé. Si,pour en obtenir l’é
vacuation, elle accepte la cinquiè
me « condition ». elle a, d’avan
ce..,cédé sur le fond même de ce 
litige, que voici : ’• k • J

■ ■ ■ , . ' Jean Plot. J

ld> k,---------------- - -  - . — - (mes, il paraît que des incursions 
venant de l’ouest troublaient le 

i trafic ou menaçaient les Japonais 
établis dans les centres desservis 
'par la ligne. Sous ce prétexte — 
vrai ou faux — les Japonais déci
dent, en septembre, d’élargir la 
« zone de protection », > occupent 
Moukden et fent avancer leurs 
troupes vers l’ouest. Les Chinois 
se retirent sans résistance et se re
plient jusqu’à la Grande Muraille, 
aux limites de la Chine propre 
ment dite.

<— Et c’est dans cette histoire 
que votre Briand va fourrer son 

■ nez î ’ ~
I — Ngn. C’est de cette affaire 
■ que. la Chine, membre de la Sn- 
■ciéte des Nations saisit le Conseil 
■ de Genève, alors ,que M. Briand 
■n’y assiste pas^ Sous la présiden- 
■ ce de M, Lerroux, le Conseil de- I mande à la Chine et au Japon de 
■ régler pacifiquement le différend 
■ et s’ajourne au 16 octobre, pour I examiner « ce que sera la situa- 
■ tion à cette date ». Mais à cette I session spéciale du 16 octobre, on I insiste pour que M. Aristide I Briand soit présent. On ne ca- 
■ che pas qu’on espère en lui 
■ pour, diriger les négociations, si 
■ des négociations s’imposent enco- 
■ jre. Et de fait elles s’imposent

débat lui-même , il st I 
entre-1
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LE CONSEIL DE LA SOCIÉTÉ DES NATIONS 
ET LE DIFFÉREND SINO-JAPONAIS

LA-FRANOe-ET L’ESPAGNE
Le conseil de la Société des nations se réunit 

demain, à Paris, au quai d’Orsay, pour procé
der à nouveau à, fiexamen de la situation créée 
en Mandchourie par le différend sino-japonais. 
Sir John Simon, ministre des affaires étran
gères de Grande-Bretagne, représentera l’Anr 
gleterre à cette réunion et le général Dawes, 
ambassadeur américain à Londres, y représen
tera les Etats-Unis à titre d’observateur — mais 
d’observateur actif, le gouvernement de 
Washington s’étant solidarisé, on le sait, avec 
le conseil de la Société des nations dans l’effort 
nécessaire pour hâter un règlement pacifique 
entre la Chine et le Japon.

A s’en tenir aux informations qui nous par
viennent de Mandchourie, de Nankin et de 
Tokio, la situation n’apparaît guère plus favo
rable maintenant que lors de la dernière réu
nion du conseil à Genève, à la fin du mois 
d’octobre. Les deux puissances en cause restent 
sur leurs positions respectives sur le terrain 
diplomatique et les incidents violents qui se 
sont produits au cours de cette dernière quin
zaine, à Tien-Tsin, d’abord, en Mandchourie, 
sur la rivière Nonni, ensuite, ne sont pas préci
sément de nature à favoriser la conciliation. Il 
est Vrai que plus que jamais il ne faut accueillir 
qu’avec une extrême réserve les nouvelles rela-. 
tivès à des combats qui semblent bien n’être 
que de simples engagements, mais qu’on s’en
tend à exploiter dans certains milieux pour 
essayer de faire pression sur l’opinion interna
tionale et d’entraîner le conseil de la Société 
des nations au delà de ce qu’il peut entrepren
dre raisonnablement en vertu de l’article il du 
pacte. Il est très difficile de juger de la situa
tion en ne tenant compte que des faits claire
ment établis, mais dn s’expose à s’égarer à 
coup sûr si on s’abandonne à la confusion 
extrême que cherchent à créer ceux qui mettent 
leur suprême espoir dans, les campagnes ten
dancieuses qu’on voit se développer depuis des 
semaines et qu’on a commis l’erreur de ne pas | 
décourager tout de suite dans quelques milieux 
influents de Genève.

L’apaisement ne peut résulter que d’une dé
tente entre Japonais et Chinois sur le terrain, 
en Mandchourie même. Or, il est bien évident 
que si les Japonais sont disposés, dans une cer
taine mesure, à la conciliation si leurs intérêts 
et les droits qu’ils tiennent des traités sont sau
vegardés, les Chinois, eux, ne se prêteront à un 
arrangement sauvant la face pour les deux 
parties que lorsqu’ils seront convaincus qu’ils 
n’ont aucun avantage politique immédiat à 
attendre de l’intervention de la Société des na
tions. C’est pourquoi la tâche du conseil, telle 
qu’elle se présentera demain, sera singulière
ment délicate. D’une part, il ne peut répudier 
ce qu’il a accompli jusqu’ici, dans l’esprit de 
Genève, pour essayer d’empêcher le pire; 
d’autre part, il ne peut encourager les Chinois 
à la résistance en exerçant sur le Japon une 
pression qui pourrait, d’ailleurs, avoir pour 
effet d’éloigner cette puissance de la Société 
dès nations; enfin, il y a le fond même du pro
blème, les droits du Japon tels qu’ils résultent 
des traités, et la défense légitime par cette puis
sance des intérêts qu’elle a su se créer en 
Mandchourie. i

Les pourparlers engagés sur le terrain par 
le général japonais Honjo avec le général chi
nois Ma Tchang Chan ont-ils des chances 
d’aboutir rapidement? Cela dépendra surtout, 
on peut le supposer, de la tournure que pren
dra demain le débat au sein du conseil réuni à 
Paris. En somme, le général Honjo propose au 
général Ma Tchang Chan de retirer les forces 
chinoises concentrées dans la région de la ri
vière Nonni et de les ramener à leur base de 
Tsitsikar, tandis que les Japonais, une fois 
cette condition remplie, retireraient leur pro
pres troupes de la rivière Nonni. La menace la 
plus immédiate et la plus dangereuse se trou
verait ainsi écartée. Mais il est à craindre que 
le général Ma Tchang Chan, qui a réussi à 
grouper rapidement des forces assez impor
tantes en face de troupes nippones peu nom
breuses. ne souscrive à ces conditions que si le 
débat au sein du conseil de la Société des na
tions démontre aux Chinois que le moment est 
venu pour eux de se prêter sincèrement à un 
arrangement politique satisfaisant pour les 
deux parties.

Sur quelles bases un compromis peut-il être 
trouvé ? Il importe avant tout de se dégager 
des accusations portées par les adversaires aux 
prises et des démentis cinglants qui les suivent 
immanquablement. C’est cette controverse di
plomatique sur des faits échappant à tout con
trôle qui empoisonne l’atmosphère et qui donne 
à la crise le caractère aigu qu’on lui connaît 
aujourd’hui. Les Américains, dit-on, ont éla
boré un projet de compromis que le général 
Dawes aurait mission de développer et de dé
fendre au conseil, dont la session se prolonge
rait pendant une semaine. Pourtant, on ne pos
sède aucune précision, à cette heure4 sur la 
suggestion que se réserverait de faire le porte- 
parole des Etats-Unis. La seule chose qu’on 
discerne avec quelque netteté, c’est qu’il fau
drait obtenir du Japon qu’il active le repli de 
ses troupes tout en amenant la Chine à admet
tre que des négociations directes avec Tokio 
seront engagées avant que les forces nippones 
soient toutes rentrées dans la zone du chemin 
de fer Sud-Mandchourien.

En réalité, c’est là tout le problème politique 
à résoudre, mais rien ne permet jusqu’ici 
d’affirmer en toute certitude que les deux gou
vernements intéressés sont disposés à se prê
ter à une telle solution. Il faut souhaiter que la 
raison et le sens des réalités politiques de 
l’heure présente l’emportent dans des condi
tions assurant au conseil toute l’autorité néces
saire pour que ses recommandations soient 
accueillies de bonne foi à Tokio et à Nankin.
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En 1915, pendant que le monde 
avait les yeux tournés ailleurs, 
le Japon a imposé à la Chine un 
traité, dont le gouvernement de 
Nankin, a toujours contesté la va
lidité. En vertu de ce traité, la Chi
ne s’engageait, notamment, à ne 
pas construire en Mandchourie de 
lignes de chemin de fer pouvant 
faire concurrence à. la ligne de 
Kharbine à Port-Arthur, contrô
lée par les Japonais. Or il est in
contestable qu’elle en a construit, 
et par exemple (voir la carte) cel
le de Soloun à Sseupingkai et cel
le de Kirin à Moukden Mais il est 
incontestable aussi qu’elle les a 
construites avec l’assentiment ja
ponais : bien mieux, avec, pour 
une bonne part, des capitaux ja
ponais. Et, dans la construction 
de ces lignes, le Japon est inter
venu à tel point que, s’il a permis 
et financé leur établissement, il 
a empêché la construction de cer
tains tronçons, comme celui qui. 
allant de Payintala vers Soloun 
et Mandchouïi,eût assuré une liai
son directe, sans détour par 
Moukden et Kharbine, entre Pé
kin et le Transsibérien.

Or de la construction de cbs li
gnes, faite par la Chine avec son 
assentiment et son concours, le 
Japon — invoquant le traité de 
1915 — tire argument aujour
d’hui pour demander quoi ? Pour 
demander la fusion des chemins 
de fer du sud de la Mandchourie 
sous une seule direction qui — en 
fait — serait la sienne. A quoi la 
Chine objecte que, si elle est dis
posée à un accord entre les diffé
rentes compagnies, elle ne saurait 
admettre une fusion qui — en fait 
également — la déposséderait.

La Chine refusant donc d’accep
ter la « cinquième condition », le 
Japon n’a pas pris l’engagement 
« d’évacuer », comme le deman
dait là résolution votée par l’u
nanimité des autres puissances, 
groupées autour de M. Briand. 
On a décidé alors de lui laisser le 
temps de la réflexion et l’on a fixé 
au 16 novembre — c’est-à-dire à 
après-demain — la date d’une 
nouvelle réunion qui, comme on 
sait, va se tenir à Paris.

0

J par le conflit sino-japonais, la So
ciété des Nations, et, d une manière 
générale, les peuples civilises peu
vent-ils apporter un remède ?

S’ils ne l’ont pas fait jusqu’ici, 
c est, me semble-t-il, parce qu’ils 
n ont pas encore pris 1 habitude de 
se placer en face des problèmes, et 
de les considérer avec l’esprit inter
national qui s’impose à partir d’au
jourd’hui.

Il est, au contraire, peu de cas 
qui doivent relever plus simple
ment, plus naturellement de l’ac
tion de la Société des Nations.

La Chine se plaint de l’agression 
japonaise en Mandchourie. Cette 
occupation, le gouvernement japo
nais la motive par les craintes qu il 
exprime : craintes de ne pas voir 
suffisamment protégées, au cours 
des incidents actuels, la Ligne de 
chemins de fer Kouan-Tcheng-Tsé- 
Port-Arthur, d’une part, la sécu
rité des ressortissants japonais 
dans cette région, de l’autre.

Tels étant les termes du débat, sa 
solution, à ce point de vue interna
tional que j’indiquais tout à l’heu
re, ne saurait faire de doute. La 
Société des Nations peut et doit 
constituer d’urgence, avec des con
tingents fournis par ceux des Etats 
participants qui ne sont pas inté
ressés au conflit, la garde interna
tionale destinée à assurer la police 
de la région troublée. Lorsque l’en
tente aura pu se faire, et, par suite, 
les troubles s’apaiser, le mandat de 
cette troupe internationale prendra 
fin et elle se retirera

C’est précisément ce caractère 
provisoire et, d’autre part, localisé, 
de la solution dont il s’agit, qui la 
rendrait d’une application particu
lièrement simple.

On voit, sans qu’il soit nécessaire 
d’insister, l’avantage que ni l’un ni 
l’autre des Etats en conflit ne sau
rait en prendre sérieusement om
brage. Ce n’est pas de difficultés 
matérielles, ni même morales, qu’il 
est question. C’est une attitude nou
velle, en dehors de tous les précé
dents, qu'il faudrait avoir le coura
ge de prendre. • • ■

Les gouvernements voudront-ils 
adopter cette attitude, si différente 
de celles qui leur sont habituelles, 
mais si imposée par la logique ? 
Je ne sais. Mais qu’ils doivent ou 
non s’y décider au bout du comp
te, l’opinion publique mondiale a le 
devoir de le leur demander énergi
quement.

Le Bureau de la Ligue des Droits 
de l’Homme a bien voulu, sur ma 
proposition, prendre une résolution 
dans ce sens.

Jacques Hadamard-

Depuis la dernière réunion de 
Genève, qu’a fait le Japon ?

Un général chinois — Tchang- 
Haï-Peng — ayant proclamé l’in
dépendance de la province nord 
de la Mandchourie, le Heï-Long- 
Kiang — en accord, semble-t-il, 
avec les Japonais — le gouverne
ment de Pékin a envoyé des trou
pes contre c.e rebelle. Des combats 
— entre Chinois — ont eu lieu 
sur la rivière Nonni — combats 
au cours desquels un viaduc près 
de Tsitsikar a été détruit. Notez 
que ceci se passe sur une ligne 
purement chinoise, à 500 kilomè
tres au nord de la ligne contrôlée 
par les Japonais. Ceux-ci n'en 
ont pas moins vu là une occasion 
d’intervenir et de prendre pied 
ainsi dans le Heï-Long-Kiang, où 
leur avance n’a été limitée, appa
remment, que par la crainte d’u
ne intervention russe, Tsitsikar 
étant déjà dans la « zone d’inté
rêts » de Moscou.

Telle est la situation devant la
quelle va se trouver le Conseil de 
la S.D.N. Des bruits d’accord ont 
couru ces jours derniers, et l’on 
ne saurait douter qu'il y ait, au 
Japon, des éléments pondérés, 
partisans d’une politique de* sa
gesse.Il semble malheureusement 
cpi’ils soient trop souvent débor
dés par les éléments militaires — 
très puissants dans le royaume du 
Mikado.

Nos lecteurs excuseront l’aridi- 
I té de cet exposé.
i II était nécessaire avant d'exa- 
1 miner, comme nous nous propo
sons de le faire à la veille de la

। réunion du Conseil, l’importance 
et les répercussions, des événe
ments de Mandchourie, et le sens 
de l’action entreprise par le Con^ 
seil de la S.D.N., puis si 
tialement, si utilement 
par Aristide BriariB. jCj

sagesse.Il
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S'ACHEMINE-T-ON 
VERS UN RÈGLEMENT

DU CONFLIT
SINO-JAPONAIS ?

( f.F- ---- iqN
L’ouverture de deux négociations paral
lèles, Tune administrative, en Mand
chourie, sous l’œil d’une commission 
d’observateurs étrangers, l’autre, poli
tique, en Europe, loin de toute pres
sion intéressée et portant sur les 
« cinq points fondamentaux japonais » 

pourrait en fournir les bases 1

Le général Dawes (à gauche), ambassadeur 
des Etats-Unis à Londres, qui est arrivé 
hier à Paris pour suivre les travaux du 

conseil de la Société des nations

Les appels réitérés à la conciliation 
adressés par M. Briand, en tant que 
président du conseil de la S. D. N., 
aux gouvernements de Tokio et de 
Nankin vont-ils enfin porter leurs 
fruits ? Des indications nous parvien
nent qui sont, à cet égard, assez encou
rageantes, irais dont on ne saurait 
encore, néanmoins, tirer des conclu
sions trop optimistes. Nous apprenons 
notamment que, du côté japonais, on 
serait assez disposé à reprendre cer
taines suggestions faites à Genève au 
cours des dernières négociations confi
dentielles d’octobre, et qui pourraient 
effectivement fournir une base d’accord 
entre les deux parties en cause. Le 
fait que ce soit justement le Japon 
qui y pense nous paraît du meilleur 
augure pour la session qui va s’ouvrir 
lundi au Quai d’Orsay.

Il s’agirait, de la part des deux gou
vernements japonais et chinois, d’en
gager deux négociations parallèles et 
presque simultanées. La première, qui 
aurait lieu sur place, en Mandchourie, 
aurait un caractère local et plutôt 
administratif. Elle mettrait en pré

sence le commandant des forces mili
taires nippones et les autorités chinoi
ses et aurait trait, d’une part, au 
retour des troupes d’occupation japo
naises dans la zone du chemin de fer 
soumise à leur surveillance, et, d’autre 
part/ aux mesures d’ordre à prendre 
par la Chine pour assurer, en même 
temps que s’effectuerait ce retrait, la 
sécurité des ressortissants et des biens 
japonais. Albert Jullien.

Cette première négociation se dérou-1 
lerait — comme les mesures auxquel- | 
les elle donnerait lieu — sous le con
trôle d’une commission d’observateurs 
étrangers, commission dont le cabinet 
de Tokio accepterait désormais la 
constitution, à condition que ces obser
vateurs fussent choisis parmi les atta
chés militaires étrangers accrédités au 
Japon. Le commandant en chef des 
troupes japonaises et le consul géné
ral du Japon à Moukden estiment qu’il 
y aurait le plus grand intérêt à ce que 
cette commission militaire se rende 
compte — et informe les gouverne^- 
ments étrangers et le conseil — de 
l’état d’anarchie qui règne en Mand
chourie, du chiffre réduit des contin
gents japonais et de la tâche formi
dable qui leur incombe pour mainte
nir l’ordre.

La seconde négociation, elle, serait 
d’ordre essentiellement politique et 
porterait sur les « cinq points fonda
mentaux » formulés par le Japon dans 
sa déclaration du 24 octobre. Elle n’au
rait lieu ni au Japon ni en Chine, mais 
en Europe — Paris, Londres ou Ge
nève — afin d’éviter toute pression 
soit des éléments militaires, soit de 
l’opinion publique des deux pays inté
ressés. L'engagement formel devrait 
être pris au prochain conseil par l'une 
et Vautre partie que ces pourparlers 
directs s'ouvriraient le jour même où 
les troupes japonaises auraient ter
miné leur mouvement de retrait. Les 
deux gouvernements devraient, en ou
tre, s'engager à faire aboutir cette 
négociation dans un délai raisonnable. 
Il serait inadmissible, en effet, que la 
Chine pût faire indéfiniment traîner 
les conversations, comme ce fut trop 
souvent le cas dans le passé, et se 
soustraire ainsi à toute obligation. 
Faute de résultats dans un laps de 
temps déterminé, les deux intéressés 
réserveraient leur liberté d’action.

Telle est, dans ses grandes lignes, 
la combinaison qui est actuellement 
« dans l’air >. On nous dit que la pre
mière partie aurait déjà reçu l’agré
ment des autorités de Tokio, qui exa
minent maintenant la seconde. Il se 
pourrait que la présence simultanée, 
dans la capitale japonaise, de M. Wal
ker, membre du secrétariat de Genève 
et porte-parole de sir Eric Drummond, 
et de M. Sato, l’ambassadeur du Japon 
à Bruxelles, pour qui les affaires de 
la S. D. N. n’ont pas de secrets, exerce 
une influence favorable sur leur déci
sion. Il y a là, en tout état de cause, 
d’heureuses dispositions de la part du 

i Japon et un terrain d’entente possible. 
Pour que cette dernière puisse se réa
liser, il faut, d’une part, qu’il soit bien 
entendu que la Chine ne pourra, sui
vant son habitude, ni faire traîner les 
choses en longueur ni se soustraire si 
peu que ce soit à ses engagements : 
il faut, d’autre part, que le Japon, ; 
agissant en grande puissance mon-, 
diale qu’il est, et non pas seulement 
en puissance asiatique, mette son 
honneur et son prestige à faire cesser 
un conflit qui, avec un peu de pru
dence, n’aurait pas dû éclater. — A. J.
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Extract from La REPUBLIQUE November 14, 1931

L’attitude de l’U. £ S. S
,• 'Avant-hier, j’ai publié ici une dé
claration de Vorochilov. J’ai deman
dé aux communistes français de nous ; 
expliquer les étranges propos du com-1 
missaire du peuple à la guerre.

U Humanité a répondu, hier. Voici 
le texte même de sa «^réponse » :

Le danger de la provocation antiso
viétique par l’accentuation de l’occupa
tion japonaise reste donc des plus me
naçants et nous avons dénoncé hier 
les plans d’intervention des puissances 
qui se précisent.

C’est dans ces conditions que le Ro
senfeld du « Populaire s> continue à se 
livrer à ses criminelles insinuations au 
sujet d’une prétendue entente entre le 
Japon et l’U. R. S. S. pour le partage 
de la Mandchourie.

Camouflant, falsifiant les faits, le co
quin qui rédige la chronique interna
tionale de l’organe social-fascist? os? 
affirmer que « Ze gouvernement sovié
tique n'a pas dit un seul mot''qui serait 
une désapprobation de l'agression japo
naise ».

Les.ouvriers qui ont lu et médité la, 
réponse de Karakhan à la démarche in
dolente de ’ l’ambassadeur du Japon, j 
ont pu juger comment nos camarades 
condamnent la violation du territoire 
chinois par les troupes de 1‘impéria
lisme nippon.

Mais il va plus loin. Reproduisant, 
EX FALSIFIANT LE TEXTE, un in
terview de Vorochilov, commissaire du 
peuple à l’armée, dans laquelle notre 
camarade affirme ne croire ni en la 
sincérité ni en l’efficacité ‘de l’action 
de la S. D. N., Rosenfeld cherche à 
faire croire que l’U. R. S. S. est d’ac
cord avec le Japon dans l’action d» 
brigandage de ce dernier en Mand
chourie.

Nous avons toujours ici affirmé la 
volonté de paix de l’U. R. S. S., que le 
gouvernement soviétique fera tout son 
possible pour conserver la paix, ipour 
poursuivre en paix l’édification du so
cialisme.

Vorochilov, dans son interview, n’a 
fait que réaffirmer rattachement à la 
paix des ouvriers et paysans soviéti
ques, mais en spécifiant que l’attitude 
du gouvernement soviétique dépend de 
celle du gouvernement japonais. Si la 
provocation à la guerre prend la forme 
d’actes nettement hostiles, comme les 
préparatifs contre le chemin de fer 
de l’Est chinois et la fomentation de 
complots par les gardes blancs — amis 
de Rosenfeld — le font craindre, l’U. 
R. S. S. saura répondre comme doit 
le faire le pays de la révolution triom
phante — après avoir épuisé tous les 
moyens de conserver la paix et les 
possibilités de rapports normaux avec 
le Japon.

La nouvelle canaillerie du Populaire 
nous donne une idée de la valeur des 
protestations des social-démocrates pré
tendant se dresser contre l’invasion 
japonaise en Mandchourie Leurs faits 
et gestes quotidiens les démasquent 
comme de véritables complices des 
plans criminels des impérialistes con
tre les masses travailleuses chinoises 
et contre l’U. R. £. S.

Passons .^ur les injures. Je me suis 
depuis longtemps habitué à la manière 
de l’Humanité. Pour être juste, je 
dirai même que, comparé au-langage 
des journaux soviétiques de Moscou, 
le style de V Humanité me paraît près-. 
que amical et élégant.

Mais voici ce qui est plus grave. 
L’Humanité déclare que j’ai falsifié 
le texte de l’interview de Vorochilov.

garde bien d’en publierOr, elle se
•un autre. Pourtant c’est si simple de 
me confondre. On n’aurait qu’à 
•publier, l’un en regard de l’autre, 
le texte a authentique » et mon texte 
«falsifié». VHumanité doit {possé
der le premier, puisqu’elle affirme 
que le mien est faux. Alors ?

En réalité, la très aimable réponse 
de l’Humanité n’est qu’un aveu de 
son embarras. Elle est elle-même très 
troublée par l’attitude de l’U.R.S.S. 
Et pour cause. 
« mon » texte de 
rochilov pour s’en rendre compte. Je 
crois utile de 1 
fois spus les yeux de mes lecteurs qui 
ne manqueront pas, j’en suis sûr, de 
demander, à leur tour, des explica
tions aux communistes qu’ils rencon- 
rrent dans les réunions.

Le voici :
En répondant à la question, que 

peut-on attendre de la prochaine ses
sion de la S. D. N. en ce qui concerne 
le problème mandchou, Vorochilov a 
répondu : « Je ne crois ni à la sincé
rité ni à l’efficacité de l’action de la 
S. D. N. ».

...Malgré le ton violemment antijapo
nais de l’éditorial d’aujourd'hui du 
journal Izvestia, Vorochilov a déclaré 
que « l’attitude du gouvernement des 
/Soviets dépendra entièrement de la 
sincérité (sic !) du gouvernement ja
ponais et de son désir de conserver 
avec nous des rapports de bon voisi
nage, ainsi que le gouvernement japo
nais le proclame tout le temps. En ce 
qui nous concerne, ajouta Vorochilov, 
nous sommes et nous restons pour le 
maintien des rapports de bon voisi
nage avec le Japon. »

(Pravda du 6 novembre, résu
mé d’une interview accordée par ; 
Vorochilov au représentant de ! 
TUnited Press)

Il en résulte que contrairement aux 
affirmations de l’Humanité, le gou-: 
.vernement des Soviets ne s’inquiète ! 
nullement de la violation du territoi
re de la Chine par l’armée du Japon 
impérialiste. Même en ce moment Vo ; 
rochilov croit utile d’afficher ses seii- 
timents amicaux à l’égard du gouver-! 
nement nippon, qui n’est pas, autant 

(que je sache, communiste ou commu
niant.

Cela s’exlique peut-être par l’affai- 
। ne de 1920. L’Humanité se rappelle 
certainement une certaine note de 
•Litvinov concernant le droit des So
viets d’user des armes pour protéger 
leurs intérêts en Mandchourie..a

Il suffit de lire 
l’interview de Vo-

mettre encore une

La journée d’hier apporte une jus
tification aux craintes que nous avons 
exprimées hier. La bataille devant 
Tsitsikar est imminente si elle n’a pas 
déjà commencé..

O. ROSENFELD.
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Extract from L’ECHO DE PARIS November 15, 1931

Le Conseil de la S.D.N. 
se réunira demain àParis 
pour examiner derechef 
te affaires de Mandcliourie

Le Conseil de la Société -des Na
tions,, réuni exceptionnellement à Pa
ris pour faire droit aux convenan
ces personnelles de M, Briand, évo
quera, demain, lundi, le conflit sino- 
japonûis de Mandchourie.

C’est la troisième fois que le Con
seil se met à la besogne. Le 30 sep
tembre, il ne put aboutir qu’à une 
résolution équivoque, essayant d'as
socier l’eau et le feu, la thèse japo
naise d’un accord préalable à l’éva
luation et la thèse chinoise d'une 
évacuation préalable à l'accord. Le ; 
22 octobre, le Conseil, revenant à la 
charge, inclina nettement vers ia 
thèse chinoise — ce qui lui valut la 
présentation d’un contre-projet ja
ponais. Le Japon n’ayant pas adhéré 
au texte du 22 octobre et l’unaniimi- 
té étant requise aux termes de l'ar
ticle 11 du pacte invoqué par la Chi
ne pour réclamer l’intervention du 
Conseil, cette deuxième session so 
termina sans qu’une résolution pos
sédant une valeur juridique cerlai- , 
ne, eût prévalu. '

Depuis lors, le gouvernement de 
Tokio a énoncé les cinq conditions 
défi’nitives auxquelles la Chine de- i 
vra se soumettre si elle veut obtenir 
le rappel des troupes japonaises qui 
tiennent le pays, en dehors du sud 
mandchourien, et, entre le 29 octobre 
et le 7 novembre, il a procédé, avec 
M. Briand, à un échange de notes qui 
n'a point fait avancer l’affaire d’un 
seul .pas. Les deux points de vue 
subsistent intégralement. Le Japon 
ne fera rentrer ses soldats dans la1 
zone du chemin de fer que la vie de 
«es sujets et leurs biens effective
ment protégés, que les engagements 
contractuels de la Chine clairement. 
reconnus par le gouvernement de 
Nankin. Quant à la Chipe, elle ré
clame le départ des troupes nippones 
contre l’octroi de simples promes
ses qui, en ce qui concerne le res
pect des engagements contractuels, 
laissent subsister le doute. Voilà où 
nous en sommes.

Les engagements contractuels dont 
le Japon se réclame s’échelonnent 
depuis le traité russo-japonais de 
Portsmouth du 5 septembre 1905. 
Ils sont formulés dans le traité sino- 
japonais du 25 décembre 1905 inter
prété, sur un point important, par 
la Conférence de Washington de 
1921-1922; dans l’accord sino-japo- 
nais du 4 septembre 1909 qui vise 
la région de Chientao, et dans l’ac
cord sino-japonaite de 1915 ayant 
irait, notamment, aux droits des res
sortissants japonais en Manchourie, 
pour autant qu’il fut approuvé par 
1» susdite Conférence de Washing

ton, Tels sont les titres du Japon. 1 
Les examiner en détail nous entrai- ' 
nerait dans un dédale interminable. 
Qu’il nous suffise de dire que, dans 
notre récent séjour aux Etats-Unis, 
nous avons appris, de bonne source, 
que M. 'Mac Murray, ancien ministre 
à Pékin, dont l’ouvrage sur les trai
tés conclus par la Chine fait auto
rité, donnait raison au gouverne
ment de Tokio. Du reste, le gouver
nement nationaliste de Nankin n’hé
site pas à invoquer le droit naturel 
contre le droit écrit — et ce point 
est extrêmement grave. SI l’on n’y 
prend garde, la Société des Nations, 
conduite par des mains imprudentes, 
créera un précédent que d’autres se
ront heureux de pouvoir exploiter, 
tôt ou tard, contre le traité de Ver
sailles. C’est oe que l’idéologue du . 
Quai d’Orsay n’a pas su discerner.

Mais la question est-elle une ques
tion de droit éorit ? A côté, des 
traités formels, les puissances ayant 
des intérêts en Chine, n’ont-elles 
pas toujours considéré qu’elles 
étaient, en tout cas, autorisées à 
secourir par les armes les per
sonnes et les biens de leurs natio
naux ? Actuellement, on compte, 
dans les eaux chinoises, 30 navires 
anglais, 29 japonais, 25 américains. ( 
Autour de Shanghaï, les puissances 
ont-elles jamais hésité, aux heures 
critiques, à pousser leurs forces ar
mées dans ce qu’elles appellent la 
« zone d’extension »? En 1927, ; 
quinze mille anglais ont librement" 
débarqué à Shanghaï et, pour moi
tié, se sont installés au delà de la 
concession.

Avec tous ces détails, dans l’es
prit, on ne comprend vraiment pas 
qu’une querelle soit cherchée aux 
14.000 Japonais chargés de garder 
le sud-maudehourien parce que 4.000 
d'entfe eux sont appostés, à l'exté
rieur de la zone du chemin de fer, 
poux’ surveiller et prévenir les mou
vements et les attaques de bandes 
chinoises dont les effectifs sont éva
lués à 200.000 hommes. La Mand
chourie est la seule province chi-, 
noise qui ressemble à une région- 
policée. Veut-on la réduire à la] 
condition du reste de la Chine.

Toute l’action du conseil de la So- | 
ciété des Nations repose sur l’hypo
thèse qu’il se rencontre un gouver- | 
nement chinois capable de faire £en-1 
tir son autorité comme n'importe 
quel gouvernement. L’hypothèse est 
démentie, depuis 1919, par des faits 
presque quotidiens. *

La vérité est que le secrétariat de 
la Société des Nations, ému de la 
décadence rapide de l’institution, et 
voulant à tout prix en relever la for
tune. ne:>sfest soucié que d’emporter 
un succès d'apparence. Peu lui a im
porté d^viver le conflit par son in
tervention. En particulier, il a voulu ‘ 
se serv|^ de l’occasion pour rallier 
les Etats-Unis. En quoi il a montré 
qu’il n’.était point sûrement informé
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des dispositions de Washington. A 
l'heure actuelle, 41 utst même pas J 
sùr que les Etats-Unis se fassent re- j 
présenter au Conseil et le générai. 
Dawes déclare -que, de toute façon,* 
il n’y paraîtra point en personne.' 
Nous espérons que le Conseil nura^ 
la sagesse de borner ses efforts. Dé-, 
Jà, Genève annonce qu’une nouvelle^ 
session aura lieu au début de décein- J 
bre. Autant dire que les plus fana-i 
tiques h’attendedt pas grand’ebese ■ 
de celle qui commence. i

wwm 1
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Le gouvernement de 
Nankin est partisan de la résistance au 
Japon, avec recours à 
la Société des nations.

Le gouvernement dissi
dent de Canton est 
d’avis d’engager im
médiatement des négo
ciations directes avec 
Tokio.

Le maréchal Tchang 
Hsue Liang, gouver
neur de la Mandchou
rie, rallié àr Nankin
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Les Japonais n’avaient que 7.500 
soldats en Mandchourie, avant 
le 18 septembre 1931. 11$ «n ont 
actuellement 15.000. C’est le chif
fre fixé par les traités pour gar
der leurs 1.149 km. de voies fer
rées et la zone, correspondante 
(10 mètres de chaque côté des 
voies et 15 hommes par km).

Les Japonais occupent actuelle
ment, en plus, 664 kilomètres de 
voies fermées pour- protéger la 
vie et les bier|s de leurs natio
naux, (200.000 Japonais, 700.000 Co- 

. réens, sujets > japonais, pour 
29 millions de Chinois).j 2 . inon . X za minions tie vmnois.). depuis fin 1928, est A

Pékin comme comman- L’action du Japon s’est surtout 
dant des provinces dul portée, depuis le-2 novembre, sur 
nord de la Chine. Le] ’ ' '
gros de son armée] 
(200.000 h.) occupe la. 
zone Pékin-Tien-Tsin. 
Sur les trois gouver
neurs des trois provin
ces de la Mandchourie 
(Moukden, Kirin, Tsit
sikar), un seul, le gé
néral Ma, lui est resté 
fidèle. Les deux autres 
sont dissidents et pro- 
Japonais, Et le général 
Ma a un rival : le géné- 

. rai Tchang Haï Peng, 
pro-japQnais.

U 
Donc, anarchie gouver

nementale, en Chine et 
locale en Mandçhourie.

la réparation des ponts de la 
Nonni et sur la protection de la 
ligne Anganchi-Taonan-Sussping- 
kaï, nécessaire au commerce des 
Chinois et des Japonais tde la 
région et au transport, vers Dai
ren, des produits de la Mand
chourie du Nord. Dans cette ac
tion, les Japonais se sont heur
tés aux troupes chinoises du gé
néral Ma, fidèle du maréchal 
Tchang Hsue Liang, lequel n'a 
pas appuyé par les armes l’ac
tion, isolée, de son lieutenant.

Les Japonais sont à même de s’op
poser à l’envoi de tout renfort 
chinois en Mandchourie par ia 
seule voie ferrée Pékin-Moukden. 
Les troupes chinoises en Mand-i 
chourie sont au nombre de 50.000 
hommes. Et il y a de nombreuses 
bandes de brigands.

Donc le Japon semble maître de la 
situation militaire en Mandchou
rie.

Haï-Peng

Tcheiingkang

Sud-mandchourien (Jap.) 
• Est-chinois (sino-nisse) 

Lignes chinoises 
♦ d? en construction

Lignes russes 
Lignes coréennes 
Lignes à voie étroite

Action de conciliation. « Recommandation » 
votée à Gehève, le 29 octobre dernier, à 
l’unanimité, Sauf par le rjapoh :■ retrait. 
progressif des trdupes, JappnalséA avilit 
le 16 novembre, dans la zone nxéè par 
les traités ; ' protection par la Chine de la 
vie et des biens des ressortissants japo
nais sons le contrôlé des représèritârifs 
des puissances; négociations de deux par
ties, avant V.évacuation, sur toutes les 
questions. en suspens, en particulier sur 
celle des chemins de fer de Mandchourie 
(lignes chinoises concurrençant, les japo
naises).

Le Japon affirme son respect de l’intégrité 
territoriale de la Chine et nie tout encou
ragement, de sa "part à la dissidence chi
noise en Mandchourie. Mais il demande à 
la Chine la répudiation de toute conduite 
politique bu commerciale agressive, l’as
surance de la protection dé la vie et des 
biens de ses nationaux et le respect de 
ses droits en Mandchourie, droits consen
tis par traités. Ce sont les « principes 
fondamentaux » sur lesquels il veut négo
cier avec la Chine avant tout retrait de 
ses troupes dans la zone prévue par les 
traités.

La Chine accuse le Japon de fomenter la 
dissidence en Mandchourie, d’y prélever 
des impôts, et elle demandé au Japon de 
renoncer à un accord sur les « principes 
fondamentaux » avant le retrait de ses 
troupes dans la zone fixée par les traités. 
La Chine attribue les troubles de Mand
chourie à l’occupation illégale japonaise.

La Chine a demandé et le Japon a refusé 
un arbitrage sur les traités sino-japonais 
relatifs à la Mandchourie. La Chine nie 
et le Japon affirme l’existence d’un proto
cole secret de 1905 sur les chemins de fer.

Donc, désaccord fondamental entre la Chine 
et le Japon, et inexécution de la « recom
mandation » du Conseil de la Société des 
nations.

Les Etats-Unis ont un 
observateur au conseil 

4 4® 1A Société des ,na- 
tipns- - pour toiftès les 
questions autres que 
celles dérivant du pacte 
Briand - Kelfogg. En 
vertu du’ traité de 
Washington de 1922, 

’ garantissant l'intégrité 
territoriale de la Chine, 
les ‘ Etats-Unis désap
prouveraient toute oc
cupation permanente 
de la Mandchourie par 
le Japon. Ils ri’ont p^s 
endossé la « recom
mandation» du conseil 
de la Société des na
tions invitant le Japon 
à retirer ses troupes 
avant le 16 novembre 
dans la . zone prévue 
par les traités. Un ob
servateur américain est 
en Mandchourie.

L’U. R. S. S. a donné 
l’assurance au Japon 
qu’elle observait la 
neutralité en Mand
chourie (négation de 
toute aide soviétique 
au général Ma). De 
son côté, le Japon a 
affirmé aux Etats-Unis 
qu’il respecterait le 
chemin de fer de l’Est- 
Chinois, d’administra
tion russe.

Donc, des complica
tions ne semblent pas 
probables de la part 
des Etats-Unis et de la 
Russie, en Mandchou
rie.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 116$2, Sec. 3(e) and. 5(D) or (e) 
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
B y 0» NARS, Dat e \

Enclosure No. 6 to Despatch No. 1967 
of November 17, 1931.

From the Embassy at Paris.

Extract from L’HUlLUrrE, November 15. 1931

T

iJ

ÎS

■■ ...

Luttons pour la défense de l’U. R. S. S. !

LES TROUPES JAPONAISES DECLENCHENT
L’OFFENSIVE CONTRE TSITSIKAR

MAIS SONT REPOUSSEES PAR LES CHINOIS
-------- --------- □[=]□[=]□------------------

Les cercles financiers de France provoquent ouvertement 
à la guerre contre l’Union soviétique

L’offensive, des troupes japonaises, 
: dont nous signalions la préparation, ] 
a été déclenchée vendredi matin dans 1 
le voisinage du pont de chemin de fer । 
sur la rivière Non,ni, à une distance < 
variant entre dix et vingt kilomètres < 
d’Anganchi (sur l’Est chinois).

L’attaque japonaise a été décidée 
après l’expiration du délai donné au < 
général Ma, dans l’ultimatum de . 
l’état-major nippon,pour évacuer Tsit
sikar. 0,n sait que Ma a ouvertement 
déclaré qu’il refusait de se rendre aux 
volontés des impérialistes de Tokio.

Les dépêches rapportent qu’avec ra
pidité 4.000 hommas ont attaqué les 
troupes chinoises, soutenus par un 
violent bombardement aérien, pen
dant qu’un régiment de cavalerie ten
tait up mouvement enveloppant. Ce
pendant, les Chinois, passant à la 

! contre-offensive, ont réussi à repous
ser les Japonais.

i La bataille de la Nonni
! Le correspondant du journal tra- 
' vailliste Daily Herald rapporte que 
l’aile droite japonaise s’est trouvée 
sérieusement menacée, presque com
plètement encerclée.

Quelques heures plus tard, les Nip
pons auraient déclenché une nou
velle offensive, jetant les unes après 
1___ ' ’
sur les lignes ennemies, et s’achar-i 
nant à les enfoncer sur les points 
jugés les plus vulnérables. Toutefois, 

jd’après un message Central News 
| les Chinois auraient non seulement 
résisté à toutes ces attaques, mais 
seraient rapidement passés de la dé
fensive à l’offensive par la brusque 
entrée en action de leur cavalerie.

D’autres câbles de Tokio, corrobo
rant ces renseignements, notent que ' 
des télégrammes reçus tard dans la 
nuit signalent que le gros de la ca
valerie du .général Ma est en train 
d’esquisser, à cinq milles à droite du 
pont de la Nonni, un mouvement 
tournant sur l’ailé d'rôite de .l’armée 
japonaise, commandée par le géué- 
raLIlasebe.

Ainsi, cette première offensive de 
l’armée japonaise pour couper le 
chemin dé fer de l’Est chinois et 
s’emparer de Tsitsikar a subi un 

! premier revers. Mais la bataille con
tinue, les avions japonais continuent 
à semer la mort parmi les Chinois 
qui résistent aux plans criminels des 
impérialistes.

D’autre part, un télégramme de 
Shanghaï signale que Tchang* Haï 
Peng, le général vendu au Japon, qui 
appuie les opérations de l’armée du

l’U.R.S.S. à la guerre contre le Ja
pon inspirée par les impérialistes de 
Paris si bien soutenus par le journal 
de M. Blum. Les dépêches de l’Agen- 
ce Tass, qu’on lira par ailleurs, font 
de nouveau litière de ces mensonges 
provocateurs.

Mais il existe une « brigade de 
choc » impérialiste qui pousse à la 
guerre antisoviétique et dont les

les autres leurs colonnes d attaque gîssements ont leur reflet en Bourse, 
cnw Ino lirrnac annonnnc ot fi P P h « T- °- . - . .Le sang coule e,n Mandchourie. Le 

Japon porte la guerre sur u,n immen
se territoire et menace l’U.R.S.S. .et 
les Soviets chinois : à la Bourse les 
valeurs montent à mesure que la 
mort étend ses méfaits !

Le Capital du 9 novembre écrit
« Dans certains milieux on attribue 

Vamelioration de la Bourse à l'aggrava- J 
lion du conflit en Mandchourie ; d dcve- ■ 
lopperail, en effet, la demande en mé
taux... »

Mais le Capital est dépassé en cy
nisme par la feuille financière la Si
tuation économique et financière. Ce 
journal écrit :

... Peut-être, enfin, le raffermissement 
des matières premières est-il le résultat 
des préparatifs militaires au Japon LT 
AILLEURS [c'est nous qui soulignons,, 
déterminés par les événements de Mandchourie.

... Au risque de nous faire houspiller 
par ces « ioudres-de-paix », nous écri
vons donc qu’une guerre en Mandchou
rie, ou même un développement impor

tant de l’occupation militaire japonaise, 
; qui entraînerait sans doute des opéra
tions soviétiques parallèles, agiraient dans le sens de la hausse des matières premiè
res. Dans tous les pays du monde, une 
armé en campagne constitue un élément .•---- .1 ---------- voire ‘deÂnruiip Ipq nnpr/iiinrm n/* 1 .firmpp GU ch iampuoiiü cuiioiiiuc ।En h In KTd™ mill» hnm important de consommation, . Mikado, a la tête de deux mule nom gaspillage ; de plus, les hommes mobili- 

mes, a déclanché une attaque par s^s sonp enlevés aux travaux productifs, 
surprise contre les.forces du général i|(- •• "
Ma Thang Tchan qui, à quelques 1(1Ma Thang Tchan qui, à quelques ihinncè. 
milles -au sud-ouest d’A,nganchi, ont 
d’abord reculé, puis ayant reçu des 
renforts, ont repris le dessus, met
tant les mercenaires de Peng en dé
route» j
Le rôle des travaillistes anglais

Il nous faut encore aujourd’hui, au 
sujet de cétte résistance acharnée 
des troupes de Ma, relever une nou
velle ignominie des travaillistes an- 
glais, dignes tenants de leurs sem- 
blables de Paris : le Daily Herald que H^^M 

"H nous citons plus haut explique le suc- MH 
: cès des Chinois sur la rivière Nonni ^^^H 

.: par la présence a d'une brigade
choc russe » qui aurait soutenu ia^^U 
contre-offensive de Ma.

Le Daily Herald écrit que « les Ja- 
J ponais se serait repliés en bon ordre 

■.luJp.t vigoureusement défendus contre 
l'attaque brusquée de la brigade so- 
viétique ».

C’est une nouvelle canaillerie des- 
tinée à accréditer la version japonaise 
et de la presse impérialiste française, 
de la participation de l’Armée Rouge

|Ghaéun sait cela en France, par expé- 
Abstraction faite de tout senti-
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Luttons pour la défense de l’U.R.S.S. !

LES TROUPES JAPONAISES DECLENCHENT
L’OFFENSIVE CONTRE TSITSIKAR

MAIS SONT REPOUSSEES PAR LES CHINOIS
-EJE=1EH=1E

Les cercles financiers de France provoquent ouvertement 
à la guerre contre F Union soviétique

L’offensive des troupes japonaises, 
dont nous signalions la préparation, 
a été déclenchée vendredi matin dans 
le voisinage du pont de chemin de fer 
sur la rivière Non,ni, à une distance 
variant entre dix et vingt kilomètres 
d’Anganchi (sur l’Est chinois).

L’attaque japonaise a été décidée 
après l’expiration du. délai donné au 
général Ma, dans l’ultimatum de 
l’état-major nippon, pour évacuer Tsit
sikar. O,n sait que Ma a ouvertement 
déclaré qu’il refusait de se rendre aux 
volontés des impérialistes de Tokio.

Les dépêches rapportent qu’avec ra
pidité 4.000 hommes ont attaqué les 
troupes chinoises, soutenus par un 
violent bombardement aérien, pen
dant qu’un régiment de cavalerie ten
tait uji mouvement enveloppant. Ce
pendant, les Chinois, passant à la 
contre-offensive, ont réussi à repous
ser les Japonais.

La bataille de la Nonni
Le correspondant du journal tra

vailliste Daily Herald rapporte que 
l’aile droite japonaise s’est trouvée 
sérieusement menacée, presque com
plètement encerclée.

Quelques heures plus tard, les Nip
pons auraient déclenché une nou
velle offensive, jetant les unes après 
les autres leurs, colonnes d’attaque 
sur les lignes ennemies, et s’achar
nant à les enfoncer sur les points 
jugés les plus vulnérables. Toutefois, 
d’après un message Central News 
les Chinois auraient non seulement 
résisté à toutes ces attaques, mais 
seraient rapidement passés de la dé
fensive * à l’offensive par la brusque 
entrée en action de leur cavalerie.

D’autres câbles de Tokio, corrobo
rant ces renseignements, notent que 
des télégrammes reçus tard dans la

de la participation de l’Armée Rouge l

... Peut-etre, enfin, le raffermissement
es matières premières est-il le résultat 
es préparatifs militaires au Japon LT 

JtMLLEURS (c'est nous qui soulignons 
Rie terminés par les événements de Aland

hourie.
Au risque de nous faire houspiller 

FRpar ces loudres-de-paix », nous écri
rons donc qu’une guerre en Mandchou

rie, ou même un développement impor
tant de l’occupation militaire japonaise, 

ui entraînerait sans doute des opéra- 
ions soviétiques parallèles, agiraient dans 
e sens de la hausse des matières premis
es. Dans tous les pays du monde, une 
irmé en campagne constitue un élément 
mportant de consommation, voire de 
gaspillage ; de plus, les hommes mobili
sés sont enlevés aux travaux productifs. 
3h»éun sait cela en France, par expé- 
"foncé. Abstraction faite de tout senti-

POU YI
ex-empereur de Mandchourie, qui 
voudrait, sous la protection du Japon.

reprendre « du service »
dims les ra,ngs des troupes antijiapo- 
haises de Mandchourie. Comme onl 
voit, partout, tout est mis.en œuvre 
par. la. social-démocratie internatio
nale pour soutenir les impérialistes 
dans leur préparation à la guerre 
contre les-ouvriers et les paysans de 
l’U nion. sovi étiqu e. '

Les provocateurs de guerre
Il .n’y.a pas de « brigade de choc 

soviétique » dans les troupes chinoi
ses qlii défendent Tsitsikar. Cette lé
gende abominable.n’ést que pour cou
vrir la provocation patente contre 

l’U.R.S.S. à la guerre contre le Ja
pon inspirée par les impérialistes de 
Paris si bien soutenus par le journal
de M. Blum. Les dépêches de l’Agen
ce Tass, qu’on lira par ailleurs, font 
de nouveau litière de ces mensonges
provocateurs.

Mais il existe une « brigade de 
choc » impérialiste qui pousse à la 
guerre antisoviétique et dont les 

agissements ont leur reflet en Bourse.
Le sang coule e,n Mandchourie. Le 

Japon porte la guerre sur un immen
se territoire et menace l’U.R.S.S. .et 
les Soviets chinois : à la Bourse les
valeurs montent à mesure que la 
mort étend ses méfaits !

Le Capital du 9 novembre écrit

l'amelioration de la Bourse à l'aggrava-1 
lion du conclu en Mandchourie ; il de te-, 
lopperail, en effet, la demande en mé
taux... »

. iMais le Capital est dépassé en cy-
pisnie par la feuille financière la Si- 
ualion économique et financière. Ce
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1 ment humanitaire et de toute considéra
tion politique ,il nous faut donc admet
tre, en nous maintenant dans le domaine 
économique, que ce sont là des facteurs 
qui —■ s’ils prenaient une réelle exten
sion -— contribueraient à l’allègement des; 
stocks de matières premières, au païen-: 
tissement du « dumping »> et à l’accrois- ' 
sernent de la demande d'un certain ma-, 

’tériel...
Telles sont, selon nous, les diverses 

raisons qui ont motivé, cette semaine, la 
reprise de la Bourse...

Notre Internationale communiste 
et notre Parti ont depuis longtemps 
alerté les travailleurs contre le dan
ger de guerre que la crise économi
que ne üiit qu’aggraver et précipiter 
l’explosion. Nous avons, dès le début 
de l’invasion japonaise de la Mand
chourie, montré quel caractère revê
tait cette opération de brigandage 
impérialiste. Chaque jour nous ap
pelons les ouvriers à lutter pour la 
défense de VU. R. S. S. menacée, 
contré la guerre impérialiste, contre 
l’impérialisme français qui est a la 
tête des préparatifs de la guerre 
antispviétique, qui a réglé l’attaire 
mandchoue en favorisait les buts an
nexionnistes de l’Empire du Soleil 
Levant.

Aujourd’hui, les feuilles ‘inanciè- 
res appellent ouvertement à. l'exten
sion de la guerre, au pillage, au 
meurtre de millions d’hommes, de 
femmes, d’enfants... pour trouver nue 
issue à la crise ! Déjà les requins, 
excités par l’odeur de la poudie et 
du sang qui se répandent en Ext:é- 
me-Orient, escomptant l’extension du 
conflit et la guerre contre l’U.R.S.S. 
—- cefa esVdiven toutes lettres dans 
l’extrait ci-dessus ! — spéculent sur 
les cadavres et la destruction systé
matique pour augmenter leurs pro
fits, pour tenter d’éviter l’écroule
ment du régime. Le canon tonne en 
Mandchourie, les avions bombardent j 
les villes ouvertes... « la cote s’amé- < 
liore en Bourse » !

La voilà la « brigade de choc » de 
la provocation à la guerre, dont les 
social-fàscistes du monde entier et 
surtout de France, d’Angleterre, 
d’Allemagne sont les principaux ap
puis.

! Contre tous ces brigands, renfor
çons la lutte de masse par le front 
uni de tous les travailleurs contre la 
guerre impérialiste, pour la défense 
de l'U. R. S. S. et le soutien de la ré
volution chinoise, pour la paix.

| M. MAGNIEN.
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Le conflit sino-japonais
; Conference;
^droit, de la^p^rt ,de;i la France, à? une 
r.ççnsidératïon spéciale. Maïsf ce n^esi^ijqg"’’ 
de sentiments qupseraient cependant légi
times qu’il ; s’agit.' Pour régler la contro
verse sino-japonaise, mieux vaut tenter dé 
dégager d’abord les points qui paraissent 
acquis. D’abord les adversaires affirment 
tous deux un égal désir d’éviter la guerre 
déclarée ; ensuite ils souhaitent voir des 
observateurs impartiaux sur les lieux du 
conflit. Mais il y a autre chose qui touche 
au fond même du problème. On sait que, 
pour le Japon, les origines du conflit et la 
justification de ses mesures de défende 
sont dans les attaques" que les ChinoUM^

Le CônseU de fa^ociété de^'^âtiops; 
poursuivra lundi à Paris la session, excep
tionnelle .ouverte à Genève le mois der
nier afin de découvrir les moyens d’apai-T 
ser le différend sino-japonais. C’est le 
26 octobre, après plusieurs jours écoulés à 
attendre des satisfactions promptes et dé
cisives, que l’on décida de remettre* au 
16 novembre la prochaine séance. Le 
temps, la réflexion, les conseils devaient 
amener les deux parties à fournir à la 
Société des Nations au moins les preuves 
psychologiques d’une bonne volonté pou
vant permettre de déclarer que le risque 
du conflit armé était désormais écarté. Le 
temps a passé et les conseils n’ont point 

desjgouverne-
ments chinois et japonais n’ont rien lancées contre la zone du chemin
dlfiè de leurs positions réciproques. La 
Situation est donc présentement ce qu’elle 
était aux environs du 16 octobre. Elle est 
même plus grave puisque la pénétration 
des troupes nipponnes en Mandchourie 
s’est étendue et que l’abondance des polé
miques commentant une incessante éclo- 
sjon de notes contradictoires rend les évé
nements plus obscurs et plus malaisées 
les conciliations. Ces débats rétrospectifs 
sont inutiles èn telle matière. N’est-U pas 
permis cependant, afin d’éviter de nou- 
^ll^ rerreurs^de se demander si la hâte 
qu^l_e^ecrétafia^ de la 3< Df N,Tdéploya/il 
^a^unjmqfsy-pour .se saisir sans plus de 
<|êl^^§ |événement^ MandçHouhç et 
CftüG qyft? zg. Lem qv g-

labo'"

dé fer établi en Mandchourie avec des 
capitaux japonais et* dans les construc
tions de réseaux chinois construits dans 
cette zone, au mépris des traités. La Chine 
a nié les attaques ; elle a contesté égale
ment, d’après des déclarations qui sem
blent bien avoir été faites le 30 octobre 
à Nankin par M. Wellington Koo, l’exis
tence de pareils traités. Or, il est établi 
que ces traités existent. Signés le 22 dé
cembre 1905 par fes plénipotentiaires de 
la Chine et du Japon, ratifiés à Pékin le 
23 avril 1906, accompagnés de prbcéS- 
verbaux qui forment l’ensemble désenga
gements réciproques en date du 22 décem
bre ïdos^ils’^^dïitïeïinént ‘ uW stipulation
.4 v/; qe borq-v-L tûif s ysz jqçcè

■<”r> '

iWùBj L

Mm.

l»X*3"-*'tft*ti»X«i***'****’******** *:'j:’î4îH:‘4ÿâîiî
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pouf persuader Mz Aristide Briand de met
tre son grand prestige au service du Con- 
seiln’a pas été le fait d’un zèle naturel, 
mais qui procédait de quelques illusions ?

Dans l’échange quotidien d’accusations, 
auquel la Chine et le Japon procèdent à 
l’usage de la Société des Nations, nous 
nous' gardons de prétendre que telle est 
absolument juste et telle rigoureusement 
fausse. Ce sont, de même que la plupart. » 
des télégrammes répandant, les informa
tions sensationnelles, des’documents dej 
propagande. C’est le jeu normal des adver- J 
saires d’employer ces moyens et l’Extiême- î 
Qriea-t ne-manqueifl tidngchioslté ni^’âs^ 

de juges Me 
iHSswament rend impuissants à former

aux termes de laquelle : « Le gouver
nement de la Chine s’engage pour protéger 
les intérêts du chemin de fer sud-mand- 
chourien à ne construire aucune ligne 
principale dans le voisinage du dit chemin 
de fer et parallèle à ce chemin de fer, 
ni aucun embranchement qui serait préju
diciable aux intérêts du chemin de fer 
sus-mentiônné ». SL l’.on examine la carte 
que nous publions ci-contre, on v verra 
aussitôt que ces engagements n’ont pas été 

■.respectés. D’où une présomption en faVeùr 
du Jâpojn. P’où tout au moins l’assurance 

s que se^-iéclamations activités se/.i^wh^ 
’’ su&$®S pOoÀ'tr^Ui’égulief Sy/ /JÙp/ï ///' 7//f 

/Nous. pensQ^ que l’expMèncé et; faü- 
torité de M. Briand et l’atmosphère qui 

Uur :cenvlction autrement qu’en équité, de ; portera les esprits à la mesure, engageront 
—t- '• . .- - • « i a j  « i ! 1 a. 1 • *4 zs A4-A 1\Tn 4î Avin Afaire référence au bon sens plutôt qu’à ; 
d’inapplicables protocoles. Ainsi, lorsque 
le Japon affirme qu’il n’y a pas acte de 
guerre parce que les troupes qu’il a dépê
chées en Mandchourie poursuivent des 
bandits armés et non des troupes régu
lières, il passe peut-être la mesure. Mais, 
quand la Chine réclame les bénéfices du 
pacte Kelloig én soûtenant qu’elle est sans 
reproche, oïl est en droit de se demander'

le Conseil de la Société des Nations sié
geant à Paris à tenir compte des faits, des 
droits acquis, des situations et des diffi
cultés. S’il veut aplanir le conflit qui, 
depuis les derniers jours d’octobre, est 
allé chaque jour empirant, il le peut en 
envoyant sur place des observateurs qua
lifiés comme les attachés militaires dont 
le Japon accepterait certainement la pré
sence et lès observations et en recoriim'àn-

—aizar—lP nni^niirs nnasiglfi dp Vins-
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Le conflit sino-japonais
♦------------ -TiW&X ûajHOi? >■&( ,ê km

. Çonférençe. nayalfe
;.âfOit, de la. part dé? la France, à une 
t ççmsidératïon spéciale. Maïs ce n*éstwpa£' 
•de sentiments qpi seraient cependant légi
times qu’il s’agît.. Pour "régler la contrô

le Conseil de ïa^ociété desJNâ tions2 
poursuivra lundi à Paris la session excep
tionnelle .ouverte àGehève le mois der
nier afin de découvrir les moyens d’apai-^ 
ser le différend sino-japonais. C’est le 
26 octobre, après plusieurs jours écoulés à 
attendre des satisfactions promptes et dé
cisives, que l’on décida de remettre ‘ au 
16 novembre la prochaine séance. Le 
temps, la réflexion, les conseils devaient 
amener les deux parties à fournir à la 
Société des Nations au moins les preuves 
psychologiques d’une bonne volonté pou
vant permettre de déclarer que le risque 
du conflit armé était désormais écarté. Le 
temps a passé et les conseils n’ont point

Malslestéflexlons des. gouverne-

verso sino-japonaise, mieux vaut tenter dé 
dégager d’abord les points qui paraissent 
acquis. D’abord les adversaires affirment 
tous deux un égal désir d’éviter la guerre 
déclarée ; ensuite ils souhaitent voir des 
observateurs impartiaux sur les lieux du 
conflit. Mais il y a autre chose qui touche 
au fond même du problème. On sait que,
pour le Japon, les origines du conflit et la 
justification de ses mesures de défende 
sont dans les attaques que les Chinois-qu

mentS chinois et japonais n’ont rien raient lancées contre la zone du chemin
dlfiê de leurs positions réciproques. La 
Situation est donc présentement ce qu’elle
êtait aux environs du 16 octobre. Elle est 
même plus grave puisque la pénétration 
des troupes nipponnes en Mandchourie 
s’est étendue et que l’abondance des polé
miques commentant une incessante éclo- 
sjpn de notes contradictoires rend les évé
nements plus obscurs et plus malaisées 
les çonciliatiqns. Ces débats rétrospectifs 
sont inutiles èn telle matière. N’est-il pas 
permis cependant, afin d’éviter de nou- 
v^llqs ferreurs, de ^e demander $i la hâté 
que^sociétariat de la Pf N^déploya il 

mois ; pour se saisir sans plus de 
dêMb^Suévénements. de Mandçjiôuriq et,

L-O/I.V qv

de fer établi en Mandchourie avec dêfc 
capitaux japonais et dans les construe-
tions de réseaux chinois construits dans 
cette zone, au mépris des traités. La Chine 
a nié les attaques ; elle a contesté égale
ment, d’après des déclarations qui sem
blent bien avoir été faites le 30 octobre 
à Nankin par M. Wellington Koo, l’exis
tence de pareils traités. Or, il est établi 
que ces traités existent. Signés le 22 dé
cembre 1905 par lés plénipotentiaires de 
la Chine et du Japon, ratifiés à Pékin le 
23 avril 1906, accompagnés de procès- 
verbaux qui forment l’ensemble des enga
gements réçiprpques en date du 22 décem
bre/i*905^'às’-Vbm^hiiàit‘^^isti^ulation

U/q LJ'jC’fjO' 11 • j J. •_ vÇf '4^
■hî-.,: rr? n ~ ■ r? --------

fausse. Ce sont, de même que la plupart ^ue nous publions ci-contre, on v verra 
des télégrammes répandant, les informa- aussitôt que ces engagements n’ont pas été 
tions sensationnelles, des documents de ! rssp<^^- une présomption en faveur 
propagande. C’est le jeu normal des advçr- y Japon P’oû tout au moins l’assurapce 
saires d’employer ces moyens et l’Extrême- se.9-déclamations actp^llês se ^oh^ént
Orient ne^anque^ ti^ngciîiôsi té ni^’âsÿ^ su&defi contrat^ •ïégiyief,s;//^ ^/;/</////' . 
tjice^aist’Ç^gf:|ait de juges s^e î Nous. pensai que l’exp&riéncp et ràti- ’• 
IplPtaliement rend impuissants à former I torité de Nil Briand et l’atmosphère qui * 
IpurvGenvlctlon autrement qu’en équité, de ; portera les esprits à la mesure, engageront 
faite référence au bon sens plutôt qu’à ! le Conseil de la Société des Nations sié- j 
d’inapplicables protocoles. Ainsi, lorsque géant à Paris à tenir compte des faits, des | 
lé Japon affirme qu’il n’y a pas acte de droits acquis, des situations et des diffi- | 
guerre parce que les troupes qu’il a dépê
chées en Mandchourie poursuivent des

cultés. S’il veut aplanir le conflit qui, | 
depuis les derniers jours d’octobre, est !■

bandits armés et non des troupes régu
lières, il passe peut-être la mesure. Mais, 
quand la Chine réclàme les bénéfices du 
pacte Kellogg en sou tenant qu’elle est sans 
reproche, on est en droit de se demander 
de quelle Chine et de quels Chinois il 

Conclusion c’est que, pour tenir 
I fortement son rôle, le Conseil de la Société 
des Nations devrait être exactement ren- 

'sèigpé .Qr, il eât impossible qu’il le soit.
X sente est que le 

gouvernement japonais n’acceptera au-
çune date fixe pour l’évacuation de ses 

I W- & Ja
.».'s?D,ÏJN«zisfl -gardera de, lui une.

qpelje prn^re ^sortir de ce p^s 
3Répondons due çë sont; les cons- 

^tàUpnafa|t qui dictent la conduite! 
àtenir< Gestes, on pourrait se demander j 
ici si (le Japon, qui a été da ns la guerre | 
uii alité fidèle et qui nous a souvent sou-1 
tenus dans lés débats internationaux,!

allé chaque jour empirant, il le peut en 1 
envoyant sur place des observateurs qua
lifiés comme les attachés militaires dont 
le Japon accepterait certainement la pré- - 
sénce et les observations et en reconimân- : 
dant, avec le concours possible de l’ins- ' 
titution de Genève, les négociations di- 1 
rectes qui ont peut-être été trop vite écar
tées par ceux qui rêvaient en octobre d’un 
impossible succès. Il le peut, surtout s’il 
sait étouffer ce qu’il faut bien nommer ; 
le nationalisme de la Société des Nations, 
aussi nuisfble^que les autres-nationalismes, j 
et qui rjsque de porter tort à des idées j| 
ÿêhéi^tfseiffê^ ;

: '■ .£ PV i ? X J. U ‘ ■ Fehnand ; DE BRXXOffa -. j
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DU CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS

La Compagnie du Sud-Mandchou
Les Japonais ont formulé en cinq (points 

leur attitude vis-à-vis de la Chine : iu abs
tention de tout acte d’agression de la part de 
la Chine; 2° qu’elle cesse de recourir à des 
actes d’hostilité ('boycottage des marchandi
ses nippones, maintien du fermage aux Ja
ponais; etc.); 3° proclamation de l’intégrité 
territoriale de la Chine; 4 ° protection effi
cace des ressortissants nippons en Chine et 
de leurs propriétés; 50 respect des traités 
existants.

La Chine répond : « Nous ne saurions 
respecter des traités inégaux qui nous ont été 
imposés. »

Le problème semble dépasser, comme on le 
voit, le cadre juridique; il est à la fois poli
tique, économique et social.

Le conflit, dont la phase militaire se dé
roule pour le moment dans la région de la 
rivière Nonni, porte principalement sur le 
Sud-Mandchou. Il n’est pas sans intérêt d’en 
analyser les divers aspects.

La Compagnie du Sud-Mandchou n’est pas 
seulement une société qui exploite le trafic 
ferroviaire — comme certaines informations 
ont pu lé laisser supposer — sur la ligne qui 
va de Dairen à Moukden et Çhang-Choung, 
et dont les ramifications pénètrent de nom
breuses autres régions de la Mandchourie, 
mais aussi une organisation admirablement 
outillée pour l’exploitation de toutes les 
zones que traverse le Sud-Mandchou.

. En 1905, lorsque la Russie rétrocéda au 
Japon le Sud-Mandchou, les dépendances de 
ce dernier étaient encore assez limitées. Dès 
1907, la société de la ligne du Sud-Mand
chou se transforme en « Compagnie du Sud- 
Mandchou et des exploitations dépendan
tes », au capital de 440 millions de yens 
(5 milliards de francs environ, dont 2 sont 
souscrits par le gouvernement japonais).

Une importante administration est mise 
sur pied. Elle est composée d’un président, 
un vice-president, et huit directeurs chargés 
de diriger les douze départements adminis
tratifs, dont les diverses activités dépassent 
singulièrement le cadre économique et s’éten
dent au domaine social : trois collèges, huit 
écoles et quatorze hôpitaux japonais exis
tent aujourd’hui en Mandchourie.

40.000 employés, dont 30.000 au moins de 
nationalité japonaise, assurent les divers ser
vices de cette vaste organisation, sans comp
ter tous les employés des sociétés dont la 
Compagnie a assumé l’exploitation.

La mise en valeur de la Mandchourie 
s’opère avec une rapidité étonnante. Les mi
nes de charbon de Fushun produisent à elles 
seules sept millions de tonnes de charbon par 
an; celles de fer, environ 200.000 tonnes de 
minerai par an. Les puits de pétrole de 
Fushun constituent un réservoir dont la ca
pacité est estimée à plus de 5 millions de .ton
nes. La construction, du port de Dairen 
représente un investissement d’un milliard, 
Le trafic du port est -assuré par 39 navires' 
japonais, appartenant à la Compagnie.

Au total, on évalue les capitaux nippons 
investis en Mandchourie à 24 milliards de 
francs.

Quelle est l’attitude de la Chine devant un

M essor? Elle encourage, au début, l’immi
gration des Chinois dans les provinces de 
l’Est. La population, qui atteignait à peine 
un.million d’habitante en 1905, augmente ra* 

■pidement. Elle est de trente millions environ 
aujourd’hui.

Puis la construction de lignes de cheminé 
de fer qui pourront faire concurrence au 
Sud-Mandchou est décidée.

Le Japon proteste : en vertu du traité dé 
1905, disent les Nippons, la Chine s’est en
gagée à ne pas construire de ligne parallèle 
ati Sud-Mandchou. Les Chinois le nient. Les 
Japonais déclarent que, si une telle clause 
n’est pas insérée dans le traité de Pékin du 
22 décembre 1905, entre le Japon et la Chine, 
il en a été convenu verbalement ainsi.

D’autre part, le bail du Sud-Mandchou, 
entre «la Russie et la Chine, était de vingt- 
cinq ans. Il devait venir à expiration en 
1923. Dès 1915, les Japonais réclament et 
obtiennent que ce bail soit porté à 99 ans, 
et qu’il ne vienne par conséquent à expira
tion qu’en 1997. Les Chinois résistent 
d’abord à cette exigence, puis cèdent; mais 
depuis, ils ne cessent de déclarer que ce bail 
leur a été extorqué par la force.

Aussi n’hésitent-ils pas à construire deux 
lignes de chemins de fer, presque parallèles 
au Sud-Mandchou. Que font les Japonais ?, 
Ils protestent, mais néanmoins ils prêtent de 
l’argent à la Chine pour ces constructions 
ferroviaires. Il yà la un point qtu semble 
en contradiction avec cette défense pour les 
Chinois de construire des lignes parallèle
ment au Sud-Mandchou.

Quoi qu’il en soit, les Chinois construisent 
trois Lignes de chemin de fer : Taonan-An- 
ganchi, Szuspingkai-Taonan et Tahushan- 
Tugliao, qui relient l’Est-Chinois à la ligne 
Pékin-Moukden.

Puis ils s’attachent à faire dériver le trafic 
des marchandises dirigées sur Dairen, port 
de première importance, sur Yinkow, port 
chinois. Pour faire prime, ils réduisent les 
tarifs. En 1930, une nouvelle baisse des ta
rifs est décidée : elle est de l’ordre de 30 %; 
en outre, les^Chrnois décident que pour les 
cocons de soie qui seront embarqués à Yin
kow, une diminution ultérieure de 15 % sera 
accordée.

Enfin, ils caressent le grand projet de 
construire un -port à Halutao, au sud-ouest 
de Dairen, qui doit menacer sérieusement le 
trafic du Sud-Mandchou.

Ces différentes tentatives sont couronnées 
par un commencement de succès : en 1930, 
un million de tonnes préfèrent emprunter les 
lignes chinoises, et le Sud-Mandchou, de ce 
fait, subit une perte sèche de 350 millions 
de francs.

Cette menace grandissante émeut les Japo
nais. D’autres questions les inquiètent. Le 
problème sans cesse soulevé des tarifs les 
agace. La question du fermage à des ci
toyens japonais en Mandchourie les préoc
cupe. Le boycottage périodique des marchan
dises nippones, dont les exportations en 
Chine représentent une somme de 5 milliards 
par an, leur fait rubir des pertes apprécia
bles et menace leur budget. Une atmosphère 
défavorable se crée et pèse sur les relations 
entre les deux pays.

Il n’en fallait pas tant pour que la moindre 
étincelle mît le feu à la poudre et déclen
chât le conflit qui existait à l’état lalfent.

Maurice Lachin.
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L’AFFAIRE SINO-JAPONARE 
DEVANT LE CONSEIL DE LA S. D. N.

***

' On nous dit : •
—.Eh bien ! qu*îls se débrouillent I 

Ça n’est pas « nos oignons ». D’ail
leurs, devant la Chine anarchique, le 
Japon représente « l’ordre et la civi
lisation ». Pourquoi manifester, en 
faveur de la Chine, tant de partia
lité ?

Car il paraît que M. Briand a un 
faible pour la Chine.

Notons d’abord que les deux par
ties en présence ont rendu, à son

Ça commence j, 
à Moul$den

dispositions de l’article 15 du pacte 
de la Société des Nations qu’elle

-— Qu’est-ce qu’on a fait à Ge
nève ? demandait un homme d’af- -— --- ovll
faires important, au lendemain de î impartialité, à son équité, à son souci 
cette session spéciale de la Société , de conciliation, un égal hommage, 
des Nations, en octobre, où Aristide L’action diplomatique de M. Briand, 
Briand joua le rôle capital que l’on j en vue de ne pas envenimer les dé- > 
sait. ! bats, n’a-t-elle même pas consisté à

— Ce qu’on a fait ? On a évité empêcher la Chine d’invoquer telles 
la guerre. dispositions de l’article 15 du pacte

. Bel ouvrage I de la Société des Nations qu’elle
Je vous donne le propos comme j était, juridiquement, en droit d’invo- 

authentique. 11 y a des gens, à | qner ? 
l’heure qu’il est, pour penser qu’une " ' - —
« bonne petite guerre », là-bas, en < 
Extrême-Orient, à des milliers de 1 
kilomètres de chez nous, serait 
excellente pour rendre aux affaires 
un peu d’activité et a conjurer la 
crise ». Et ils vous rappelleront qu’à 
chaque moment nouveau de tension 
entre la Chine et le Japon a cones- j 
pondu, a la Bourse de New-York, I 
par exemple, une hausse des valeurs I 
d’armement ou des valeurs métallur- 1 
giques.

Et voilà qui vous explique pour 
une part l’attitude de certains jour
naux — on en trouve chez nous — 
pour qui il n’y a pas lieu de réfréner 
les ardeurs du Japon et qui, indi
gnés, remplacent la formule bien 
connue par celle-ci, exactement con
traire :

— Alors? on sépare, ici!
. Disons-le tout net : une société 
qui n’envisagerait, aux crises écono
miques dont elle peut souffrir, d*au
tres solutions que des guettes « loin
taines », faisant marcher le com
merce de la ferraille, se condamne
rait* elle-même.

Et puis, y a-t-iï des guerres 
« lointaines » dont on puisse garan
tir qu’élles resteront telles? Il n’y a| 
pas un mois, nous montrions ici corn- ' 
ment, de proche en proche, et par L 
canal de l’U. R. S. S., intéressée 
au premier chef dans les affaires 
d’Extrême-Orient, un conflit, d’abord 
a localisé », pouvait embraser le 
mondé...

Et voilà de quoi justifier, ample
ment, l'intervention de la Société ! 
des Nations.-a

Et puis, admettons que, pour 
l’instant, le conflit, même s’il s’ag
gravait, reste limité à la Chine et au 
Japon.

Donc, impartialité complète. Ce 
qu’on a tenté de faire jusqu’à main
tenant. c’est moins de placer le Ja
pon devant des sanctions possibles 
ou devant l’éventualité d’une inter
vention comme celle que propose M. j 
J. Hadamard, que de le mettre en i 
présence de ses responsabilités de
vant l’opinion. publique mondiale.

I Opinion publique dans laquelle il y 
a malheureusement les « failles » que 

j nous signalions tout à l’heure, puis
qu’il se trouve des gens pour pous
ser les éléments militaristes japonais 
à envoyer promener la Société des 
Nations et ses avis, et à poursuivre 
leur action. « au nom de l’ordre et 
de la civilisation »-.w

Jean PtotJï
Que le Japon représente l’ordre, 

c’est possible. Mais quel ordre ?
Je renvoie nos lecteurs à mes 

explications d’hier. En l’occurrence, 
qu’a fait le Japon? Il a laissé, pour 
ne pas dire qu’il a fait, construire 
par la Chine des lignes de chemins 
de fer, à l’aide d’emprunts dont les 
contribuables chinois paient les inté
rêts. Ces lignes viennent aboutir, 
presque toutes, à la ligne Kharbine- 
Port-Arthur, — dont il contrôle lui- 
même, directement, le tronçon mé- 

n_ ridional, — et alimenter ce tronçon, j 
|e Et puis, tout à coup, sous prétexte | 

que ces lignes ont été construites en ; 
violation du traité — contesté — de • 
1915, il demande la fusion de tout 
le réseau sud-mandchou. Autrement 
dit, il veut le contrôle de tous les 
chemins de fer, donc de toute l’ac
tivité économique de la Mandchourie 
méridionale. Intérêts économiques ? 
D’accord : sans parler de l’intérêt 
stratégique. Or, qui commande la 
Mandchourie méridionale tient, au 
moindre incident, Pékin à sa merci. 
De Pékin, il est aisé de s’immiscer 
dans les affaires intérieures — pour 
nous si compliquées, souvent si inin
telligibles -i- de la Chine...



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of Sta/te letter, August 10, 1972
By_ 0. NARS, Date

— Eh bien ! quoi ! le Japon met
tra de l’ordre en Chine !

— Ça s’appelle, n’est-ce pas? 
établir un « protectorat ». Au profit 
de qui ? Des puissances qui, comme 
nous, ont en Chine tant d’intérêts 
commerciaux ou financiers ? Ne prê
tons pas au subtil Japon pareille naï
veté. Et puis, la Chine — ou sim
plement la Chine maritime — sous 
un protectorat japonais, c’est l’équi
libre du Pacifique rompu. Croyez- 
vous la Russie, croyez-vous les Etats- 
Unis, croyez-vous l’Angleterre d’hu
meur à admettre cette rupture ? C’est 
donc, à brève échéance, en suppo
sant qu’on réussisse aujourd’hui à le 
« localiser », l’extension du conflit, 
dégénérant en guerre mondiale. (Car, 
bien malin celui qui nous démon-! 
trerait que nous réussirions à rester à I 
l’écart !)

Et quel serait, en tout cas, dites- 1 
moi ? au bout de peu de temps, le 
sort de notre Indochine ? Ma foi, 
perdue pour perdue, je ne vous ca
cherai pas que j’aimerais mieux la 
rendre aux Annamites que de l’aban
donner à l’impérialisme japonais!...

Et vous voudriez que devant 
toutes ces menaces, des gens qui ont 
à la fois le souci de la paix et celui 
des intérêts véritables de leur pays 
soient demeurés les bras croisés ?

-— Peut-être fallait-il agir. Mais 
ils s’y sont mal pris !

— C’est ce que nous allons voir.
J. P.
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LA GUERRE EN CHINE />(„-

Les communistes français"essayent 
de se désolidariser de Vbrochilov

'Allons, bon ! L’Humanité perd la j 
tête. Avant-hier elle m’accusait d’a- i 
voir « falsifié » le texte des déclara
tions de Vorochilov. Hier, elle s’est ! 
ravisée. Ce n’est plus le texte que j’ai i 
« falsifié », mais la frésentation du 
texte.

'L'Humanité écrit :
Il nous faut revenir sur le faux qu’a 

commis le journal de M. Blum, rela- j 
tivement à, l’interview accordée par Vo- 
rocliilov à M. Cook, représentant de I 
l’agence américaine United Press. !

L’organe du parti socialiste prête à i 
la Pravda un texte qui est de M. Cook ■ 
lui-même. Nous avons sous les yeux! 
le numéro du journal du 6 novembre, 
où le texte de M. Cook est bien repro
duit, mais n’émane aucunement de nos 
camarades soviétiques. -

Or, dans le Populaire du 12 no
vembre j’ai écrit : « Je trouve dans 
la Pravda du 6 novembre une inter 
view que Vorochilov, commissaire à la 
Guerre, avait donnée à M. Cook, re
présentant de l’Agence United Press ». 
Et hier, reproduisant une deuxième 
fois les déclarations de • Vorochilov, i 
j’ai indiqué : « Pravda du 6 novem
bre, résumé d’une interview accordée 
par Vorochilov au représentant de 
Y United Press ».

Les déclarations de Vorochilov ont- 
elles été reproduites fidèlement par 
M. Cook ? Je n’en sais rien. Et si el
les n’avaient pas été reproduites par 
le journal officiel dé Staline, je n’en 
aurais pas fait état... Mais du moment 
que la Pravda les publie, sans les dé
mentir ou\ sans les rectifier, c’est 
qu’elles sont exactes. Un point c’est 
tout.

L’Humanité ne peut donc pas se 
dérober en essayant de se désolidari
ser d’avec Vorochilov. Il lui faut s’ex
pliquer au sujet dè la déclaration 
étrange du commissaire bolcheviste, 
jjui, je le répète, éprouve le besoin 
d’afficher publiquement son amitié j 
pour le Japon impérialiste, au mo-j 
ment même où les troupes nîppones 
procèdent à l’occupation d’un terri
toire chinois.

C’est très grave, farce qu'une telle 
attitude ne feut être inter frétée far le 
Jafon autrement que comme un en
couragement.

Ainsi nous nous trouvons en pré
sence de la situation suivante- :

Le Japon viole les traités et occupe 
un territoire chinois ; la S. D. N. se 
borne à des manifestations platoni
ques et demande, très timidement, à 
'few'ifc,5'1"'’1" ; i’u. 
S.-uo^faalbKQàeme pas cela, mais pro
teste de ses sentiment amicaux à l’é-

^^e^’agr^sseur. Ce dernier, cons- 
de l’une et « l’ami

tié » de l’autre, poursuit tranquille-., 
ment l’occupation dé la Mandchourie; 
la guerre entre la Chine et le Japon 

j en sera la conséquence ; une autre 
guerre peut en résulter parce que, par 
•la force des*choses, le Japon finira 
par entrer en conflit avec rU. R. S, 
S. Donc, sans le vouloir, l’U. R. S. S. 
peut être entraînée dans une guerre.

Je n’ai cessé de souligner ici la 
gravité du conflit en Mandchourie. Et 

1 c’est pour empêchêr ses conséquences 
— ' la guerre sino-japono-russe -—

1 que le Pofulaire a réclamé, aussi bien 
de la S. D. N. que de l’U. R S. S. 
et des’ Etats-Unis, une action èpmmu-

। ne susceptible d'isoler le Japon et de 
le faire réfléchir avant de s’engager 
trop dans l’aventure.

A^présent, il est presque trop tard. | 
। Par la faute de la S.- D. N., d’une 
part, par l’aveuglement de Moscou, 
d’autre part, rien n’a été fait. L’ac- 

[ tion morale n’est plus efficace. Il 
faudra songer à des mesures de pres
sion d’ordre financier *et économique.

On aurait pu s’en passer et éviter 
au monde l’angoisse des dernières se
maines. '

Et c’est cette attitude que Vglutna- 
’inié qualifie dans les termes suivants r 

Menteurs, faussaires, Blum-Rosenfeld, 
eh falsifiant. les textes de si ignomi
nieuse façon, se dévoilent comme les 
plus criminels provocateurs à la guer
re. contre les ouvriers et paysans de 
V Union soviétique, •

N’insistons pas. Même au temps de 
Elorimond Bonte, F Humanité était 
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, LA GUERRE EN CHINE /»(,< 
Jûwirl ------ -- --------- " '

Les communistes français essayent 
de se désolidariser de Vorochilov■ . I .

'Allons, bon ! L’Humanité perd la J 
tête. Avant-hier elle m’accusait d’a- J 
voir « falsifié » le texte des déclara
tions de Vorochilov. Hier, elle s’est 
ravisée. Ce n’est plus le texte que j’ai i 
« falsifié », mais la présentation du j 
texte.

L’Humanité écrit : I
11 nous faut revenir sur le faux qu’a ! 

commis le journal de M. Blum, rela- i 
tivement à l'interview accordée par Vo- 
Tocliilov à M. Cook, représentant de I 
l’agence américaine United Press. !

L’organe du parti socialiste prête à i 
la Pravda un texte qui est de M. Cook i 
lui-même. Nous avons sous les yeux 
le numéro du journal du 6 novembre, 
où. le texte de M. Cook est bien repro
duit, mais n’émane aucunement de nos 
camarades soviétiques. -

Or, dans le Populaire du 12 no
vembre j’ai écrit : « Je trouve dans 
la Pravda du 6 novembre une inter 
view que Vorochilov, commissaire à la 
Guerre, avait donnée à M. Cook, re
présentant de l’Agence United Press ». 
Et hier, reproduisant une deuxième 
fois les déclarations de ' Vorochilov, •. 
j ai indiqué : « Pravda du 6 novem
bre, résumé d’une interview accordée 
par Vorochilov au représentant de 
l'United Press ».

Les déclarations de Vorochilov ont- 
• elles été reproduites fidèlement par
M. Cook ? Je n’en sais rien. Et si el-: 
les n’avaient pas été reproduites par 
le journal officiel dé Staline, jé n’en 
aurais pas fait état., Mais du moment 
que la Pravda les publie sans les dé
mentir ou. sans les rectifier^ c’est 
qu’elles sont exactes. Un point c’est 
tout.
y Humanité ne peut donc pas se 

dérober en essayant de se désolidari
ser d’avec Vorochilov. Il lui faut s’ex
pliquer au sujet de la déclaration 
étrange du commissaire bolcheviste, 
fini, je le répète, éprouve le besoin ! 
d’afficlqer publiquement son amitié | 
pour le Japon impérialiste, au mo-* 
ment même où les troupes nippones! 
procèdent à l’occupation d’un terri
toire chinois.

C’est très grave, parce qu'une telle 
attitude ne peut être interprétée par le 
Japon autrement que comme un en
couragement.

Ainsi nous, nous trouvons en pré
sence de la situation suivante' :

Le Japon viole les traités et occupe 
un territoire chinois ; la S. D. N. se 
borne à des manifestations platoni- 

-ques et demande, très timidement, à 
•^W^r^s’afrêtérA j l’U. R, g 

peut" être "entraînée dans une guerre
Je n’ai cessé de souligner ici la 

gravité du conflit en Mandchourie. Et Sfess 
c’est pour empêcher ses consequences ?

;—* la guerre sino-japono-russe . g 
que le Populaire a reclame, aussi bien

4 de la S. D. N. que de PU. R S. S.
ét des/Etats-Unis, une action cqmmu- - ‘ 
ne susceptible d'isoler le Japon et de 
le faire réfléchir avant de s’engager | 
trop dans l’aventure. Iw

_ A_ présent, il est presque trop tard. ijj
■ Par la faute de la S. D- N., d’une 
M part, par l’aveuglement ,de Moscou, M 
^■d’autre part, rien n’a été fait. L’ac-B| 
■ tion morale n’est plus efficace. Il ■ 

faudra songer à des mesures de près- 9 
^8 sion d’ordre financier^ économique. 9 
^9 On aurait pu s’en, passer et éviter 9 
^9 au monde l’angoisse des dernières se- ■ 
^9 maines. 8^9 ' Et c’est cette attitude que 1 ÿuma- H 
^9 ïùié qualifie dans les termes suivants t H 
■ Menteurs, faussaires, Blum-Rosonf eld, ■ 

en falsifiant les textes de si ignômi-1 
nieuse façon, se dévoilent comme les I 
jilus criminels provocateurs à la guer-1 
2T contre'les owdriers et paysans del 
T Union soviétique. 4-.. I

N’insistons pas. Même au temps de! 
Elorimond Bonte, V Humanité était 

^^9 plus intelligente. x
O. ROSENFEI.n. !
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Un conseil pour rien
>1 vvo < ( 1 P G

On ne sait si le Conseil de 
la S. D. N. avait vraiment 
espéré que le 16 novembre la 
situation en Mandchourie se
rait plus claire que le 23 octo
bre ; en ce cas son attente 
aurait été déçue. Heureusement 
la fiction peut aujourd'hui 

comme alors embellir la réalité: le Japon 
n'ayant pas déclaré la guerre à la Chine 
par les moyens épistolaires et solennels 
en honneur chez les blancs, on a tout loi
sir de considérer comme simples amuse
ments les coups de canon, les bombarde
ments aériens et les batailles anecdoti
ques dont des dépêches contradictoires 
nous rapportent quotidiennement les pé
ripéties. Grâce à ces petites opérations 
qui n'ont comme on voit rien de belli
queux, les Nippons ont pris en Mand
chourie des positions qu'on a tout lieu de 
supposer solides et c'est fort bien ainsi. 
C'est fort bien parce qu'ils ont, pour agir 
comme ils l'ont fait, des raisons très for
tes tirées des traités : et nous sommes de 
ceux qui considèrent le respect des traités 
comme une condition sine qua non de 
l'ordre international. D'autre part, en 
assurant la sécurité de leurs ressortissants 
dans les zones soumises à leur influence, 
en exigeant la liberté du commerce et le 
fonctionnement normal des voies ferrées 

i dont ils ont la garde, ils appliquent la po
litique même que les grandes puissances 
ont toujours pratiquée à l’égard de la 
Chine. Il n'est donc que de laisser un peu 
de temps au gouvernement de Tokio pour 
que la solution du conflit mandchourien 
se dégage d'elle-même. En continuant à 
montrer beaucoup de patience, le Conseil 

de la S. D. N. finira par avoir raison : la 
paix régnera dès que les généraux chi
nois, qui jouent chacun sa partie sans 
s'occuper des fantômes de gouvernements 
de Nankin et de Canton, auront été suc
cessivement battus ou achetés. Et le Con
seil pourra se réjouir de n'avoir pas pris 
une peine inutile. On fera semblant de 
l'approuver.

A la vérité, du moment que les Soviets 
ne tiennent décidément pas à se mêler à 
cette affaire et que les Etats-Unis obser-, 
vent une attitude prudente, il est 6ien| 
inutile de se mettre martel en tête. Le\ 
Japon ne déclarera jamais la guerre à la 
Chine, puisqu'il ny a pas de Chine, phé
nomène important dont la S. D. N. n'a 
pas tenu un compte suffisant ; il se bor
nera à protéger la Mandchourie contre les
raids des généraux qui ne sont que des \ 
chefs de bande. Que veut-on de plus ? On ]
devrait l'en remercier et ne pas mettre 
les prétendus gouvernements de Nankin 
et de Canton dans l'obligation, toujours 
désagréable, de reconnaître qu’ils ne 
gouvernent rien.

Contrairement à ce que l'on pouvait 
craindre dans le début, cette histoire se 
présente fort bien. Nos amis japonais, 
qu'on a ennuyés avec quelque légèreté, 
oublieront philosophiquement la littéra
ture diplomatique dont on les a inondés, 
ils prendront plus solidement pied sur le 
continent asiatique, et nous serons tran
quilles pendant quelque temps — jus
qu'au jour où éclatera Vinévitable conflit 
du Pacifique qu'aucune S. D. N. ne pour
ra ni prévenir ni arrêter.

SENATES.
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Editorial
Nous ne savons pas si la Chine a rai

son quand elle proclame que les traités 
qui confient au Japon la garde ou la sur
veillance des chemins de fer de Mand
chourie sont « inégaux », donc iniques.

Nous ne savons pas non plus si le Ja
pon a raison quand il déclare que cés 
traités sont excellents, qu’ils assurent la 
prospérité d’une grande région, et qu’ils 
ne doivent pas être révisés.

Mais ce dont nous sommes sûrs, cést 
que les uns et les autres ont eu tort 
quand ils ont pris les armes et qu’ils 

! ont prétendu faire respecter ou valoir 
leurs droits à coups de canon, et ce que 
l’on doit réprouver et condamner, ce 
sont aussi bien les agressions ou les 
actes de banditisme dont se plaint le 
Japon que cet envoi d’un ou deux corps 
d’armée nippons, que la Chine reproche 
à son Voisin.

Les deux adversaires sentent si nette
ment qu’en l’occurrence ils n’ont pas 
agi au mieux des intérêts de la paix 
qu’ils n’ont en ce moment qu’une préoc- 

; cupation, c’est de se rejeter l’un sur 
1 l’autre la responsabilité du premier 
acte de violence. Et le Japon, mainte
nant, déclare qu’il n a envoyé des trou
pes que pour se défendre, tandis que la 
Chine assure que ses soldats ne sont 
intervenus que pour empêcher des em
piètements inadmissibles.

Si la Chine avait à protester contre 
une injustice, si le Japon avait à s’éle
ver contre la violation d’un traité, ne 
pouvaient-ils point saisir le Conseil de 
la S. D. N. de leurs plaintes et porter 
devant ce haut aréopage de tels diffé
rends ?

Un jour, le président Aristide Briand 
déclarait que l’esprit de paix n’aura 
vraiment pénétré toutes les nations que 
lorsqu’elles auront compris qutl n’est 
pas plus permis à des peuples qu’a des 
individus de se faire justice eux-mêmes. 
Grandes et nobles parolq&l'On en sent 

r qü^urd’^i totiie la portée, et tout le 
mqF ùiëhr dê cê que la ÇluneS-et le Ja
pon n’ont pqs pu. ou fi’o.nt pas voulu 
faire leur j^ettê thèse •

■ Mais le mal étant fait, ü faut le ré
parer. C’est la tâche dür Conseil. Elle 
n’est pas aisée. Elle est d’autant plus 
ingrate que les hommes chargés d’arbi
trer et de résoudre ce conflit n’ont, pour 
se faire écouter, que la simple force de 
la persuasion, et le Conseil n a pas d’au
tre arme à son service que l’autorité, la
noblesse et le talent de ceux qui le com
posent. Qui donc, dans ces conditions, 
pourrait lui faire grief s’il échoue 
Mais aussi il n’est personne qui 
ne doive, lui rendre un magnifi- 
que hommage s’il réussit.
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LE CONSEIL DE LÂ SM SE MIT AUJOURD’HUI 
A PARIS POUR S'OCCUPER DRU MANDCHOURIE

L’ARRIVÉE DES DÉLÉGUÉS ANGLAIS ET JAPONAIS. — A gauche : 
LORD TYRRELL REÇOIT SIR JOHN SIMON. A droite : MM.’YOSHI
ZAWA ET MATSÜDEIRÀ, AMBASSADEUR DU JAPON A LONDRES.

A Tokio, on déclare que les troupes japonaises 
ne quitteront pas le territoire mandchou avant 

le rétablissement d’une situation normale..
LES COMBATS CONTINUENT SUR LA RIVIÈRE NONNI

, ---------------------- --------------------- .--------------- ■ -,

C’est aujourd’hui, à 16 heures, que le 
conseil de la Société des nations se réu
nira, au Quai d’Orsay, en vue de l’exa
men du conflit sino-japonais et avec 
l'espérance d’obtenir un résultat satis
faisant.

M. Scialoja est arrivé à Paris hier 
matin. Sir John Simon et M. Lerroux 
sont venus respectivement de Londres 
et de Madrid. M. Zaleski n’arrivera 
qu’aujourd’hui.

La Chine sera représentée par le 
Dr Szë, qui a déjà défendu la thèse de 
son pays à Genève.

Le chef de la délégation japonaise 
sera toujours M. Yoshizawa, ambassa
deur du Japon à Paris, assisté de 
M. Matsudeira, ambassadeur à Londres 
et ami personnel du général Dawes, 
qui, comme nous l’avons déjà dit, vient 
participer, au nom des Etats-Unis, aux 
conversations privées du conseil.

La Petite Entente sera représentée 
par M. Fotich, ministre adjoint des 
Affaires étrangères de Yougoslavie.

M. von Bülow viendra renforcer, au 
cours des conversations secrètes, M. von 
Mutins, qui a représenté l’Allemagne en 
octobre à la Société des nations.

La situation de la Chine
U ne faut pas se dissimuler la com

plexité, du problème extrême-oriental, 
où s’encneVêtrent jtôutes.. sprteà'"d’in
fluences et d’intérêtsv.riy^y^

Considérer la Chiné comme une ré
publique « une et indivisible », gou
vernée selon, les us et coutumes des 
démocraties occidentales, unifiées et 
centralisées, serait une erreur. Mais ÏY 
rerait également dangereux de mécon
naître son sentiment national et ses 
efforts douloureux de réorganisation 
sur des principes modernes.

La Chine est sourdement travaillée 
par des influences étrangères rivales. 
La propagànde soviétique y exploite 
des passions xénophobes qui, de tous 
temps, sé manifestèrent par de san
glants . désordres. - Elle est, depuis 
quinze ans, déchirée par des rivalités 
de généraux et; gouverneurs de pro
vinces, tantôt A la tête de troupes ré
gulières, tantôt à la tête de troupes 
rebelles ou de bandes vivant de bri-

code et sans tribu-
Chine en efferves- 
garde les traditions 
plusieurs fois millé-

gandage. Il n’existe pratiquement pas 
de garanties que ces troupes, chan
geant à tout instant de chefs, obéiront 
aux ordres d’un pouvoir central, sans 
législation, sans 
naux.

Derrière cette 
cénce, mais qui 
d’une civilisation . 
naire, il y a l’U.RjS.S. à qui il importe 
de ne fournir aucun prétexte d’inter
vention.

Les intérêts économiques 
en Chine

Le conseil de la Société des nations 
devra nécessairement tenir compte de 
l’instabilité de la situation politique, 

de matières premières et revaloriserait 
les stocks de produits manufacturés.

Animé de l’idéal le plus noblement 
humain, le conseil de la Société des na
tions se gardera, sans doute, de pous
ser les choses à l’extrême en së pro
nonçant sur des principes d’une appli
cation hasardeuse, en des pays fort 
différents de nous, d’idées et de mœurs.

La fonction du Japon 
en Mandchourie

Pour comprendre la nervosité du Ja
pon, qui paraît avoir largement dé
passé, du point de vue purement straté
gique, la zone de contrôle clés chemins 
dé fer, que lui reconnaissent les > trai
tés, il sied de ne pas oublier que la 
fermeture du marché chinois, pour les 
importations et les exportations japo
naises, équivaudrait à une complète 
asphyxie, économique. L’Amérique et 
l’Australie' opposant,, à l’émigration et 
à la production nipponnes, des barriè
res infranchissables, le Japon n’a guère 
d’autre exutoire que la Corée et la 
Mandchourie, d’où il tire un ravitaille
ment nécessaire à ses îles surpeuplées.

Cela ne justifie nullement certains 
plans dé conquêtes territoriales prêtés 
à quelques dirigeants de l’Empire du 
Soleil-Levant, où il semble bien que les 
éléments»' militaires 'aiqnt quelque peu 
échappé aü contrôle^ dés pôuvbifrs 
civils. Mais on peut trouver,dans FW 
quiétude du peuplé japonais ën fâcd* 
du mouvement de boycottage chinois, 
aggravant là crise qui sévit au Japon 
comme dans tous lès'pays industriels, 
quelqueé circonstances' atténuantes.
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L’ARRIVÉE DES DÉLÉGUÉS ANGLAIS ET JAPONAIS. —’ A gauche : 
LORD TYRRELL REÇOIT SIR JOHN SIMON. A droite : MM. YOSHI 
ZAWA ET MATSÜDEIRA,, AMBASSADEUR DU JAPON A LONDRES.

A Tokio, on déclare que les troupes japonaises
ne quitteront pas le territoire mandchou avant 

le rétablissement d’une situation normale.
LES COMBATS CONTINUENT SUR LA RIVIERE NONNI
C’est aujourd’hui, a 16 heures, que le 

conseil de la Société des nations se réu
nira, au Quai d’Orsay, en vue de 1 exa
men du conflit sino-japonais et avec
l’espérance d’obtenir un résultat satis

de matières premieres et revaloriserait 
les stocks de produits manufacturés.

Anime de rideal le plus noblement
humain, le conseil de la Société des na
tions se gardera, sans doute, de pous
ser les choses à l’extrême en sé pro 
nonçant sur des principes d’une appli

matin. Sir John Simon et M. Lerroux
sont venus respectivement de Londres 
et de Madrid. M. Zaleski n’arrivera

Dr Szê, qui a déjà défendu la thèse de 
son pays à Genève.

Le chef de la délégation japonaise 

cation hasardeuse, en des pays fort
différents de nous, d’idées et de mœurs.

La fonction du Japon
en Mandchourie

Pour comprendre la nervosité du Ja
pon, qui paraît avoir largement dé
passé, du point de vue purement straté
gique, la zone de contrôle des cheminssera toujours M. Yoshizawa, ambassa

deur du Japon à Paris, assisté de 
M. Matsudeira, ambassadeur à Londres

dé fer, que lui reconnaissent les s trai
tés, il sied de ne pas oublier que la 
fermeture du marché chinois, pour leset ami personnel du général Dawes, 

qui, comme nous l’avons déjà dit, vient 
participer, au nom des Etats-Unis, aux 
conversations privées du conseil.
devra nécessairement tenir co™Pte de 
l’instabilité de la; situation politique

importation^ et les exportations japo
naises, équivaudrait à une complète 
asphyxié économique. L’Amérique et 
l’Australie opposant, à Immigration et à. la production nipponnes, des barrières infranchissables, le Japon n’a guère 
d'autre exutoire que la Corée et la 
M’^jvdchourie, d’où il tire un ravitaille
raient nécessaire à ses îles surpeuplées.

Cela ne justifie nullement certains 
pla$i dé conquêtes territoriales prêtés 

^quelques dirigeants de l’Empire du 
|.S6,lçiIpLevant, où il semble bien que les 

militaires 'a.içnt quelque peu 
ppé aÙ^cofitrôïe des pouvoirs 

; Mais on peut trouver, dans PMâh» ' 
d’U peuplé japonais èn fâcës‘ 

jâpuvemênt ae boycottage chinois, 
rayant là crise qui sévit au Japon 

dans tous lès^pays industriels, 
fueé circonstances atténuantes.

Le salon de VHorloge du ministère 
des: Affaires étrangères.

on Chine4 II ne '.devra pas davantage nerdrô dê/vue que ce pays est, par 
excellence 4e pays des mirages d expan 

ees)a’é^e nuîîuler 
♦mm lés voyageurs d y voir puiiuiei. 
Ste à oôte, les missions et les eomp- 
tnlrs étrangers. Dans les moindres aggîoméraS, l’on y rêneontre des 
commis-voyageurs et des propagande 

l’Yji C A. Les rivalités commerciales Src^nt, eh Extrême-Orient 
les rivalités» d’influences. Le boycottas - 
organtaé des produits anglais, puis a- 

® fut nas une mauvaise affaireZ 'tout leP monde.. De semblables 
manœuvres peuvent atteindre, a tour 
de rôle, toutes les productions etran- 
gèCeS* n’est donc pas seulement entre 
gouvernements et états-majors que le 
conseil de la Société des nations doit 

effoîcer de faire régner la paix, mais 
entre des' intérêts adverses.

exploitant quelque troubles locaux pour 
évincer des concurrences gênantes.

iïxnérience a prouvé que lés forces 
du^ progrès scientifique et industriel ne 
Remirent pas toutes au développe
ment’ de la civilisation. Certains partions de U politique du pire escomptent 
8 n xioLont les profits d’une guerre aulLtimulerait les marchés



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 116?2, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date /2-/3-7Ï

Il ne1 s’agit d’ailleurs point de donner 
raison à l’une et tort à l’autre des 
deux parties, mais de leg amener à des 
transactions raisonnables, ménageant à 
la fois leurs intérêts essentiels^ et leurs 
légitimes susceptibilités nationales. La 
prospérité économique’ de tous les peu
ples d’Extrême-Orient’ ne peut que ga
gner à leur bonne collaboration.

Les aspects juridiques 
du conflit

Ces. considérations ne font que souli
gner la force des positions juridiques 
prises par le conseil de la Société des 
nations à l’égard des deux pays voi
sins, qui n’ont aucune raison sérieuse 
de devenir des pays belligérants.

Il serait injuste d’accuser le conseil ' 
de partialité. Il a usé de tous les ména
gements possibles envers les deux gou
vernements en conflit. L’article- 11 du 
pacte a été seul admis comme base de 
la négociation, l’article 15, autorisant > 
le conseil à sé prononcer à la majorité 
des voix, risquant d’envenimer la que
relle et d’aboutir à des sanctions. Par 
la voix de son président, le conseil a 
multiplié les adjurations aux deux ; 
parties de cesser toute hostilité. I

Des engagements ont été pris de 
part et l’autre sur des bases accep- ; 
tées d’un commun accqrd. Sous divers i 
prétextes, ces engagements n’ont pas 
été tenus. L’on a ergoté sur des for
mules, tandis que se développaient des 
opérations militaires. Si les dernières 
dépêches étaient exactes, il y aurait 
sur la rivière Nonni, dans une zone 
qui semble fort éloignée des bases d’oc
cupation japonaise, deux armées, de 
forces inégales, prêtes à en venir aux 
mains.

L’heure n’est plus où le conseil 
puisse tenter de départager les res
ponsabilités d’adversaires qui rejettent 
l’un sur l’autre des torts, sans doute 
réciproques. C’est l’avance des troupes 
et leur choc qu’il faut arrêter, aucun 
arrangement de bonne foi et de bonne 
volonté n’étant possible si l’une ou l’au
tre des deux parties menace d’en ar
river à Vultima ratio des canons et 
des mitrailleuses*

Le Japon peut et doit rester un fac
teur d’ordre et d’équilibre en Extrême- 
Orient. La Chine peut et doit évoluer 
rapidement vers un régime stable qui 
lui permettra de développer ses im
menses ressources naturelles. Ceci, 
comme cela, n’est possible que dans la 
paix. Dans le débat politique et juri
dique qui va s’ouvrir, le conseil de la ! 
Société des nations donnera la mesure I 
de son autorité morale et le Japon et : 
la Chine administreront la preuve de 1 
leur capacité de grands Etats. — Mar- i 
cel Pays.
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L ’Extrême-Orient 
ou Quai d’Orsay

réunit aujourd’hui au Quai d’Orsay 
sous la présidence de M. Briand, a 
été salué par les Japonais et les Chi

nois avec tous les égards qui lui sont dus. Ils ont 
tiré en son honneur, à Tsitsikar, une salve où ils 
lui ont fait, en coups de canon, plus large mesure 
qu’aux plus puissants souverains.

Le Conseil répondra, coup pour coup, par un 
bombardement de notes qui n’arrêtera pas l’autre, 
le papier diplomatique n’ayant force exécutoire 
que s’il est garanti par l’encaisse métallique des 
armes. Or, la S.D.N. en est totalement dépourvue. 
Il est vrai que M. Hadamard, professeur au Col
lège de France, propose dans YŒuvre de combler 
cette lacune en la dotant de contingents fournis 
par les Etats non intéressés dans le conflit. La 
France ayant, sous le signe du briandismei le mo
nopole du désintéressement, c’est l’inviter à décla
rer la guerre au Japon pour l’amour de la paix.

Si la situation est grave, comme le proclament 
les augures de Genève, ce n’est pas du tout parce 
qu’elle révèle leur faillite ; c’est parce que, sous 
l’inspiration de M. Briand, ils utilisent leur pres
tige, c’est-à-dire leur budget, contre les intérêts so
lidaires de la paix, de la civilisation et de la 
France.

Nous n’ignorons pas que la S. D. N. sera van
tée tant qu’elle sera rentée. Sa faillite n’en est pas 
moins ancienne. Elle date du jour où elle a chassé 
la Belgique de son Conseil pour y installer une 
Allemagne non repentante, relapse, acharnée à 
violer tous ses engagements et à répudier toute 
responsabilité dans la guerre, cette guerre juste 
que Mgr Schreiber, évêque de Berlin, bénissait 
récemment devant des pacifistes français. Le jour 
où elle a ainsi couronné le crime qu’elle a pour 
objet de prévenir ou de réprimer, elle s’est suicidée ; 
elle a mis son autorité morale au pair de son pou
voir matériel qui a toujours été nul.

Après avoir ainsi vendu son âme au Méphisto 
germanique, la S. D. N. n’a plus été que son ins
trument et celui de Moscou. Quand elle sera re
quise par nos alliés de la petite Entente d’enquêter 
sur les armements frauduleux de la Hongrie, elle ( 
se récusera parce que derrière Budapest se dresse 
l’ombre complice de Berlin. De même, son Bureau 
international du travail, si empressé à brimer notre 
industrie, affecte d’ignorer l’esclavage du proléta
riat russe.

La S. D. N. est très capable de favoriser le 
réarmement des agresseurs de 1914 et la contre
bande de guerre en Chine, mais elle est incapable 
d’empêcher le moindre conflit. Tous les initiés sa
vent que le conflit gréco-bulgare dont, au dire de 
M. Briand, la solution est le triomphe de Genève, 
n’était qu’un incident de frontière survenu en dehors 
de la volonté des gouvernements, que, s’il en avait 
été autrement, le veto de la France et de l’Angle
terre, maîtresses de la mer et seules dispensatrices 
des crédits, aurait suffi à imposer la paix et que, 
d’ailleurs, le gouvernement hellénique avait donné 
à ses contingents locaux l’ordre de se retirer avant, 
que Genève n’ait été saisi par Sofia. En l’espèce, 
la S. D. N. n’avait d’autre troupe que les cara- ; 
biniers d’Offenbach, et d’autre génie que celui du 
bluff.

Aujourd’hui, son impuissance en Extrême-Orient 
permet de mesurer la' régression qui s’est opérée, 
au nom du progrès, dans>> la vie internationale. 
Eh 1900, lors de l’insurrection des Boxers, les 
Puissances s’étaient associées pour sauvegarder 
leurs droits en Chine et les troupes frànçaises y 
avaient accepté le commandement d’un maréchal 
allemand. Aujourd’hui, dans cette Chine, terre 
classique de l’intervenUorb européenne, les nations 
réunies dans une société patfëîRée n’envisagent 
même pas cet effort de solidàfîfé. Cependant, 
l’anarchie actuelle est autrement grave que celle 
de 1900, en elle-même par les attentats qu’elle 
engendre, et surtout par les répercussions nouvelles 
dont elle est susceptible. Le tremblement de terre 
de 1914-1918 a libéré en Extrême-Orient des for
ces qui se coalisent contre l’homme blanc et qui 
provoqueront un nouveau tremblement de terre si 
elles sont abandonnées à elles-mêmes.

Mais elles ne sont pas abandonnées à elles-mê
mes : elles trouvent des alliés à Genève et au Quai 
d’Orsay, comme à Moscou. En se prononçant 
contre le Japon, M. Briand a travaillé contre la 
paix qui serait déjà faite si la Chine n’avait été 
encouragée dans sa résistance à de justes récla- I 
mations, contre la cmhsatoudont le Japon est le 
soldat méconnu, contre la sainteté des traités qui 
ont été déchirés par la Chine ; enfin, ce qui doit 
le consoler, contre la France en lui aliénant le 
Japon, notre ex-allié de la grande guerre, et, pour 
bien des raisons, notre allié naturel d’aujourd’hui.

Peut-on espérer que le Palais-Bourbon exercera J
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L’Extrême- Orient
Quai d’Orsay

Le Conseil de la S. D. N., qui se 
réunit aujourd’hui au Quai d’Orsay 

rBtyV sous la présidence de M. Briand, a 
été salué par les Japonais et les Chi

nois avec tous les égards qui lui sont dus. Ils ont 
tiré en son honneur, à Tsitsikar, une salve où ils 
lui ont fait, en coups de canon, plus large mesure 
qu’aux plus puissants souverains.

Le Conseil répondra, coup pour coup, par un 
bombardement de notes qui n’arrêtera pas l’autre, 
le papier diplomatique n’ayant force exécutoire 
que s’il est garanti par l’encaisse métallique des 
armes. Or, la S.D.N. en est totalement dépourvue. 
Il est vrai que M. Hadamard, professeur au Col
lège de France, propose dans V Œuvre de combler 
cette lacune en la dotant de contingents fournis 
par les Etats non intéressés dans le conflit. La 
France ayant, sous le signe du briandismei le mo
nopole du désintéressement, c’est l’inviter à décla
rer la guerre au Japon pour l’amour de la paix.

Si la situation est grave, comme le proclament 
les augures de Genève, ce n’est pas du tout parce 
qu’elle révèle leur faillite ; c’est parce que, sous 
l’inspiration de M. Briand, ils utilisent leur pres
tige, c’est-à-dire leur budget, contre les intérêts so
lidaires de la paix, de la civilisation et de la 
France.

Nous n’ignorons pas que la S. D. N. sera van
tée tant qu’elle sera rentée. Sa faillite n’en est pas 
moins ancienne. Elle date du jour où elle a chassé 
la Belgique de son Conseil pour y installer une 
Allemagne non repentante, relapse, acharnée à 
violer tous ses engagements et à répudier toute 
responsabilité dans la guerre, cette guerre juste 
que Mgr Schreiber, évêque de Berlin, bénissait 
récemment devant des pacifistes français. Le jour 
où elle a ainsi couronné le crime qu’elle a pour 
cbjet de prévenir ou de réprimer, elle s’est suicidée ; 
elle a mis son autorité morale au pair de son pou
voir matériel qui a toujours été nul.

Après avoir ainsi vendu son âme au Méphisto 
germanique, la S. D. N. n’a plus été que son ins
trument et celui de Moscou. Quand elle sera re
quise par nos alliés de la petite Entente d’enquêter 
sur les armements frauduleux de la Hongrie, elle t 
se récusera parce que derrière Budapest se dresse 
l’ombre complice de Berlin. De même, son Bureau 
international du travail, si empressé à brimer notre 
industrie, affecte d’ignorer l’esclavage du proléta
riat russe.

La S. D. N. est très capable de favoriser le 
réarmement des agresseurs de 1914 et la contre
bande de guerre en Chine, mais elle est incapable 
d’empêcher le moindre conflit. Tous les initiés sa
vent que le conflit gréco-bulgare dont, au dire de 
M. Briand, la solution est le triomphe de Genève, 
n’était qu’un incident de frontière survenu en dehors 
de la volonté des gouvernements, que, s’il en avait 
été autrement, le veto de la France et de l’Angle
terre, maîtresses de la mer et seules dispensatrices 
des crédits, aurait suffi à imposer la paix et que, 
d’ailleurs, le gouvernement hellénique avait donné 
à ses contingents locaux l’ordre de se retirer avant 
que Genève n’ait été saisi par Sofia. En l’espèce, 
la S. D. N. n’avait d’autre troupe que les cara- ; 
biniers d’Offenbach, et d’autre génie que celui du 
bluff.

Aujourd’hui, son impuissance en Extrême-Orient 
permet de mesurer la* recession qui s’est opérée, 
au nom du progrès, dans- la vie internationale. 
Eh 1900- lore de., les 

engendre, et surtout par les repercussions nouvelles 
dont elle est susceptible. Le tremblement de terre 
de 1914-1918 a libéré en Extrême-Orient des for
ces qui se coalisent contre l’homme blanc et qui 

| provoqueront un nouveau tremblement de terre si 
I elles sont abandonnées à elles-mêmes.
I Mais elles ne sont pas abandonnées à elles-mê- 
I mes : elles trouvent des alliés à Genève et au Quai 
I d’Orsay, comme à Moscou. En se prononçant 
I contre le Japon, M. Briand a travaillé contre la 
I paix qui serait déjà faite si la Chine n’avait été 
I encouragée dans sa résistance à de justes récla- 
I mations, contre la cml«£ÛfMj~dont le Japon est le 
I soldat méconnu, contre la sainteté des traités qui 
I ont été déchirés par la Chine ; enfin, ce qui doit 
I le consoler, contre la France en lui aliénant le 
I Japon, notre ex-allié de la grande guerre, et, pour 
I bien des raisons, notre allié naturel d’aujourd’hui.
I Peut-on espérer que le Palais-Bourbon exercera^^^^^H 
I un droit de regard sur son voisin du Quai d’Orsaj^^H^^H 
B alors que nos députés, plongés dans l’hypnose pré-^^^^M 
I électorale, ne peuvent apercevoir qu’ùhe toute pe-
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Le Japon, la Chine et la Société des Nations
L’enseignement de la xénophobie dans les écoles primaires chinoises

Le dernier des cinq points fondamentaux dont 
le Japon exige la reconnaissance par la Chine porte 

‘ sur le respect des engagements pris en vertu d’ac
cords internationaux.

Qu’un pays frisant partie de la Société des 
Nations feigne, en temps de paix, d’ignorer les 
obligations inscrites dans les traités sans que la 
Société des Nations élève la moindre protestation, 
on a déjà peine à le croire, et c’est pourtant la 
réalité. Mris que la Société des Nations réserve 
ses sévérités, non au délinquant, mais à la per- 
sonne lésée, il n’est pas besoin de charger les 

1 adversaires de la Société des Nations de la discré
diter. Elle y pourvoit.

En effet, ou le gouvernement japonais formule 
des accusations gratuites, et il serait facile de le 
confondre — cela n’est pas dans les habitudes du 
Japon d’agir à la légère — ou ses affirmations sont 
fondées, et la justice, d’accord avec le bon sens, 
exige que des représentations — à défaut de sanc
tions — soient faites à la Chine.

Au lieu de cela, Genève n’a de foudres que pour 
les Japonais. Ah ! la vanité des hommes, que de 
sottises elle fait commettre !

Le deuxième des cinq points fondamentaux posés 
par les Japonais est la cessation de l’antijaponisme 
et du boycottage des produits japonais qui en est 
la conséquence. Avec raison, les Japonais affirment 
que l’attitude du gouvernement de Nankin est 
inamicale à leur égard, que la campagne d’agitation 
est non seulement tolérée par lui, mais organisée 
sous sa direction. Elle est, en cela, en violation 
flagrante des règles et coutumes qui régissent les 
rapports des peuples civilisés entre eux. L’organi
sation de ce mouvement antijaponais est de beau
coup antérieure à l’avance des troupes japonaises 
hors la zone du chemin de fer sud-mandchourien.

Les Chinois ne peuvent donc pas prendre pour 
prétexte cette avance pour justifier, ou tout au 
moins pour excuser, cette violation des traités 
internationaux qu’est le mouvement antijaponais.

D’aucuns, pour des raisons de rivalité commer
ciale, se réjouissent secrètement de l’ostracisme.quj 
frappe lé Japon, ses ressortissants et ses marchan
dises en Chine. Mauvais calcul ! C’est une haine 
commune qui frappe en Chine Européens, Améri
cains et Japonais. Et s’il existe, à l’heure actuelle, 
un mouvement antijaponais très prononcé, les sen
timents xénophobes couvent, eux aussi, sous la 
cendre.

N’est-ce pas un homme d’Etat américain qui 
déclarait, l’autre jour, que dans le conflit sino- 
japonais, le Japon représentait l’ordre, la civili
sation et, de plus, le bon droit évident ?

Toute diminution du Japon en Chine est un 
malheur européen,

***
D’ailleurs, il suffit de suivre de près le mouve

ment antijaponais en Chine pour se rendre compte 
qu’il n’est qu’une des phases de la lutte entreprise 
par les Chinois contre tous les étrangers.

Face à l’unanimité faite à Genève autour de la 
Chine, il faut dresser la solidarité d’intérêt de 
toutes les puissances étrangères en Chine. Ce sont 
elles qu’on vise à travers le Japon.

Les preuves surabondent.
Nous en détachons de frappantes, recueillies au 

cours d’une étude que nous venons de faire sur la 

plus odieuse forme de xénophobie, celle qui s’at
tache à fausser l’esprit de la jeunesse des écoles, 
incapable de réagir. Car il y a une vaste entreprise 
de xénophobie, non pas, nous le répétons, patron
née par le gouvernement central et les autres, 
mais dirigée par eux, qui répand dans les écoles 
primaires de Chine et de Mandchourie la haine 
de l’étranger, quel qu’il soit : l’étranger tout court.

Ce sont des extraits que nous donnons de livres 
de lecture en usage dqns les écoles primaires. Si 
ces livres sont d’auteurs différents, ceux-ci ont un 
point de ralliement : leurs^sentimerrts xénophobes.

Voulez-vous savoir Ce qu’on entend par les gran
des puissances ?

« Ce sont celles qui disposent de grandes forces 
armées. Elles en usent pour opprimer les peuples 
faibles, se servant, en outre, des avantages que leur 
procurent les traités inégaux (imposés). En ce qui 
touche la Chine, ces grandes puissances l’oppri
ment à l’aide des traités inégaux. On compte six 
à sept de ces puissances. Il y a, par exemple, l’An
gleterre, le Japon, la France; les Etats-Unis, etc. 
Et, parmi elles, les plus tyranniques sont l’Angle
terre et le Japon. »

Et un autre manuel nous apprend que la poli
tique en honneur chez ces grandes puissances est 
l’impérialisme.

« Par impérialisme, l’on n’entend pas désigner 
une forme de gouvernement, mais une politique 
suivie par une nation à l’égard d’autres nations. 
Par exemple, l’Angleterre et le Japon sont des mo
narchies constitutionnelles, mais la politique de 
ces deux pays concernant les Indes et la Corée 
est l’impérialisme. La France et les Etats-Unis sont 
deux Etats démocratiques ; c’est néanmoins de 
l’impérialisme que leur politique vis-à-vis de l’An- 
nam et des îles Philippines.

» Qu’est-ce donc par l’impérialisme ? C’est tout 
simplement l’emploi de la force pour faire courber 
les faibles sous la loi du plus fort. Les pays qui 
pratiquent l’impérialisme invoquent toutes sortes 
de raisons pour le justifier, par exemple' : les pays 
à civilisation avancée ^Étëfaeht condùire les pays1 
arriérés dans la voie du progrès et les aider à ex
ploiter les richesses naturelles, cherchant ainsi le 
bonheur de l’humanité...

» La population totale de l’univers est d’environ 
1.500.000.000 d’êtres humains. Sur ce nombre, 
250.000.000 seulement représentent les peuples op
presseurs.

» Pourquoi les 1.250.000.000 restant ne se révol
teraient-ils point ? La Chine, avec ses 400.000.000 
d’habitants, est le plus important des peuples op
primés.

» Il faut donc abattre les principes impérialistes.
» Il n’est pas besoin d’affirmer que cela ne sera 

pas difficile. »
Sept questions suivent cet exposé :
a) Qu’est-ce que l’impérialisme ?
b) Quels sont les pays impérialistes d’aujour

d’hui ?
c) Quels sont les prétextes invoqués par ces 

pays pour se justifier ?
d) Pour quelles raisons l’impérialisme est-il ap

pelé à disparaître ?
e) Pourquoi y a-t-il nécessité pour la Chine à 

combattre les nations impérialistes ?
f) Comment la Chine y parviendra-t-elle ?

g) Que fera la Chine pour les autres peuples op
primés ?

Les commentaires des instituteurs doivent être 
éloquents !

Ainsi, par le fait de ces nations de proie, la 
Chine actuelle est comme un corps mutilé auquel 
manquent des membres.

« Les territoires perdus dans les temps récents 
sont : Wei-Hai-Wei, Port-Arthur, Dairen, la pres
qu’île de Kow-Loon (en face de Hong-Kong), 
Kwang-Chow-Wan. Auparavant, nous avions perdu 
la Corée, Formose, les îles Pescadores, la Birmanie, 
l’Annam, etc., etc. »

Il ne faut pas rester sur ces amputations succes
sives, rétorque un autre livre de lecture.

» Dans quelle mesure notre territoire est-il am
puté ?

> Pourquoi notre territoire est-il amputé ?
» Pourquoi devons-nous recouvrer les territoires 

perdus ?
» Notre pays est amputé par suite de territoires 

cédés à bail. L’Angleterre est à Wei-Hai-Wei, le 
Japon à Port-Arthur et à Dairen, la France à 
Kwang-Chow-Wan.

» Il y a les concessions : Shang-Hai, Tien-Tsin, 
Hankow, etc.

» Il y a les territoires cédés : l’Angleterre nous 
a volé Hong-Kong et le Japon Formose. Il y a les 
territoires envahis : la Corée par le Japon, l’An
nam et la Birmanie à notre frontière sud par la 
France et l’Angleterre. La Russie, à nos frontières 
nord-est et nord-ouest, s’est livrée également à l’in
vasion.

» C’est en nous menaçant ou en nous trompant 
que les puissances impérialistes nous ont volé ces 
territoires. Il faut arriver à reconstituer la Chine 
telle qu’elle était avant ces diminutions successives. 
Pour y parvenir, il faut employer tous les moyens. 
Tant que les territoires perdus ne seront pas de 
nouveau chinois, il y aura de la souffrance parmi 
le peuple. »

Telles sont les constatations que nous avons 
laites et que l’on peut'faire après nous.

Lés textes àont là. ' ■ - • ,
Ce qu’il y a de particulièrement grave à cette 

forme de l’antijaponisme et de la xénophobie, c’est 
qu’elle crée un état d’esprit indélébile.

Dans cinq ans, dans dix ans, cette jeunesse for
mera la masse des Chinois. Et l’enfant qui aura 
sucé de ce lait empoisonné sera francophobe tout 
autant qu’antijaponais.

Qui peut mesurer, dès aujourd’hui, les très gra
ves conséquences qui découleront un jour de ce 
chauffage à blanc de la jeunesse chinoise ?

En épaulant la Chine à Genève, le conseil de la 
Société des Nations entend-il donner blanc-seing ; 
à cette action subversive qui est certainement le ! 
seul point commun de tous les gouvernements et ■ 
sous-gouvernements chinois, qu’ils soient de Nan
king, de Canton, de Moukden ou d’ailleurs ?

L’anarchie est moins souvent engendrée par les 
fauteurs de désordre professionnels que par les 
homines de bonne volonté qui, par ignorance, fai
blesse, aveuglement et orgueil, confondent le bien 
et le mal, ne différencient point l’ordre du désor
dre et traitent sur un pied d’égalité la vérité et 
l’erreur.

Est-ce à créer l’anarchie dans le monde que tend 
Faction du conseil de la Société des Nations ? (

- Auguste Raynal.
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Après avoir encouragé 
deux fois l’agression japonaise 

la S. D. N. se réunit à nouveau à Paris
-------------------------EH=1GH=1D-------------------------

LITVINOV ADRESSE UNE PROTESTATION VIGOUREUSE 
CONTRE LES PROVOCATIONS DU JAPON

♦[=]<--------------------

IL faut bien expliquer à tous les con
ditions réelles et le profond mys
tère qui donnent naissance à la 

'guerre.
Ainsi s’exprimait Lénine dans les 

Instructions brèves, mais prodigieuse
ment riches, qu’il communiquait à la 
délégation russe à la Conférence In
ternationale de La Haye en 1922.

Le profond mystère qui donne nais
sance à la guerre !

Avant 1914, la bourgeoisie, pour 
Créer ce mystère, disposait d’appareils 
redoutables déjà, encore que rudimen
taires. Les délibérations du concert 
européen, par exemple, ne contribuè
rent pas peu à précipiter l’échéance 
tragique. Aujourd’hui, les puissances 
impérialistes ont à leur usage un ins
trument beaucoup plus perfectionné : 
la Société des nations, dont le conseil 
se réunira cet après-midi, à 15 heu
res, au Quai d’Orsay. La S.D.N. est 
née du traité de rapines signé à Ver
sailles en 1919. Les grands prêtres du 
pacifisme sacrifient sur son autel. 
Elle est adulée des chefs socialistes, 
qui députent à ses sessions leurs plus 
notables représentants.

Mais sa fonction propre, son objectif 
précis, est de faire naître ce mystère 
dont parlait Lénine, de brouiller les 
choses à plaisir, de couvrir d’un étin
celant manteau les opérations les plus 
suspectes, de jeter le désarroi, de se
mer la confusion dans les rangs ou
vriers.

La bourgeoisie sait qu’il existe au
jourd’hui ce qui n’existait pas avant 
1914 : une Internationale commu
niste, riche d’une politique éprouvée 
de lutte contre la guerre. Elle a dû 
perfectionner son système de duperie 
dans la mesure où, grâce à l’existence 
de partis communistes agissants, grâce 
à leur action de masse, grâce à leur 
activité antimilitariste,, les forces de 
résistance et de contre-attaque proléta
rienne décuplaient.

Jeter Të voile sur les préparatifs 
guerriers, préparer des millions d’hom
mes à aller à la guerre sous le drapeau 
du pacifisme, voilà la fonction propre 
de la S.D.N.

On parle quelquefois, à propos des 
événements d’Extrême-Orient, de la 
carence ou de l’impuissance de la So
ciété. Ces expressions nous paraissent 
impropres. La S.D.N. n’a point fait 
preuve d’impuissance. Elle a, au con
traire, accompli très exactement la 
fonction guerrière à laquelle elle est
commise.

Qu’on en juge : Le 18 septembre, le 
Japon s’empare de Moukden et en
vahit la Mandchourie. Ce coup de for
ce ne surprend personne. Il ne sur
prend pas> dans tous les cas, les cer
cles dirigeants français qui, par 
avance, l’avaient justifié dans un re
marquable article de la Revue Mili
taire, du général Weygand.

Le conseil se réunit une. première 
fois le 25 septembre, une . seconde fois 
le 14 octobre. Par deux fois, il enté
rine Vagression japonaise et conseille 
à la Chine d'entrer en négociations di-l 
rectes avec le partenaire japonais qui 
occupe son territoire.

Comme il est indispensable — in-l 
dispensable au succès du coup del 
force — de paraître impartial, le con-1 
seil se grime en juge Salomon. Il re-l 
commande au Japon d’évaçuer le ter-] 
ritoire un jour ou l’autre. Le Japon 
ne se soumet point à cette injonction. 
Et le scénario tend à prolonger l’illu
sion et à épaissir le mystère, à faire! 
croire que la « volonté de paix de la 
S.D.N. » se heurte à la volonté de 
guerre du Japon. Mais l’illusion est 
trompeuse et la réalité bouscule cette 
mise en scène.

De fait, Vimpérialisme japonais agit 
avec l'appui de toutes les grandes\ 
puissances qui font la loi à la S.D.N)

Il agit avec l'appui de la Prance — 
dont les provocations pro-japonaises 
ne se comptent plus et dont la politi
que antisoviétique cadre exactement

périalistes si âprement défendus — à 
coups de canon— par les socialistes 
de S. M. britannique.

Le rédacteur étranger du Populaire 
sue sang et eau, falsifie les textes, 
tronque les citations, passe sous si-. 
lence les faits les plus importants, 
piaffe, patauge, s’emporte et s’empê
tre dans ses mensonges.

M. Blum espère ainsi paralyser le! 
rassemblement des ouvriers pour la! 
lutte contre la guerre, pour la défense 
de la patrie socialiste.

Besogne criminelle, mais peine per
due !

A l’heure où s’ouvre la session du 
conseil, les prolétaires retiendront ces 
données essentielles :

i° L’agression du 18 septembre et 
les conquêtes qui ont suivi ont été per- 
pétrées avec le soutien total du cabi- ■ 
net de Paris. C’est M. Briand, le re-1 
présentant du pacifisme impérialiste, l 
le politicien choyé des chefs socialis
tes, qui préside à cette entreprise de 
brigandage. On a dit de la politique 
de Briand qu’elle était celle du chien 
crevé. Allons donc. Le chien n’est pas 
crevé. Il aboie furieusement, au con
traire.

20 Pour faciliter les rapines de l’im- ; 
périalisme français, l’état-major so
cialiste s’est évertué à incriminer le 
premier Etat prolétarien qu’il a accu
sé de visées annexionnistes ou d’am
bitions suspectes. Le Populaire a pous
sé la canaillerie jusqu’à passer sous si
lence les nouvelles qui relatent l’acti
vité des Blancs en Mandchourie.

30 L’U.R.S.S. a, jusqu’ici, déjoué 
victorieusement ces manœuvres. Tan
dis que le conseil de la S.D.N. cou
vrait l’agression japonaise, Molotov, 
Karakhan, Vorochilov ont proclamé 
que les occupations militaires étaient 
incompatibles avec la politique de paix 
de l’U.R.S.S.

Tandis que Vandervelde et Ren.au-! 
del dénonçaient « les projets annexion
nistes » du bolchevisme, Litvinov a 
révélé l’activité des gardes blancs, sou
tenus par le Japon.

En affirmant sur tous les tons 
qu’elle désirait la paix, que la po
litique d’agression, de dépècement, 
n’était pas la sienne, l’U. R. S. S. a 
éventé le piège & agents provocateurs 
que lui tendaient les, chefs social-fas- 
cistes.

Elle a facilité le groupement solide 
de tous les travailleurs du monde au
tour de l’Etat prolétarien menacé.

Elle a dévoilé « le mystère de la 
préparation guerrière. Mais, ce fai
sant, elle a indiqué clairement aux 
prolétaires le devoir urgent qui s'impo
sait à eux : l’organisation de la lutte 
de masse contre la guerre. « Le travail 
à l’usine, dans les syndicats, dans 
l’armée, voilà ce que doivent faire les 
communistes avant la guerre, pendant 
la guerre. » L’heure est venue de nous 
souvenir de cette impérieuse rcomman- H 
dation de Vladimir Illitch. ■

Gabriel PERI, I
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Extract from L’lIUIiinlTITE, November 16, 1931

Après avoir encouragé 
deux fois l’agression japonaise 

la S. D. N. se réunit à nouveau à Paris
--------------------- —EH=ÏEH=1E1-------------------------

LITVINOV ADRESSE UNE PROTESTATION VIGOUREUSE 
CONTRE LES PROVOCATIONS DU JAPON

périalistes si âprement défendus — à 
coups de canon— par les socialistes 
de S. M. britannique.

Le rédacteur étranger du Populaire 
sue sang et eau, falsifie les textes, । 
tronque les citations, passe sous si- j 
lence les faits les plus importants, 
piaffe, patauge, s’emporte et s’empê
tre dans ses mensonges. *

M. Blum espère ainsi paralyser le ■ 
rassemblement des ouvriers pour la’ 
lutte contre la guerre, pour la défense 
de la patrie socialiste.

Besogne criminelle, mais peine per
due !

A l’heure où s’ouvre la session du 
conseil, les prolétaires retiendront ces 
données essentielles :

i° L’agression du 18 septembre et | 
les conquêtes qui ont suivi ont été per-1 
pétrées avec le soutien total du cabi-} 
net de Paris. C’est M. Briand, le re-1 
présentant du pacifisme impérialiste, I 
le politicien choyé des chefs socialis
tes, qui préside à cette entreprise de 
brigandage. On a dit de la politique 
de Briand qu’elle était celle du chien 
crevé. Allons donc. Le chien n’est pas 
crevé. Il aboie furieusement, au con
traire.

20 Pour faciliter les rapines de l’im-, 
périalisme français, l’état-major so-: 
cialiste s’est évertué à incriminer le 
premier Etat prolétarien qu’il a accu
sé de visées annexionnistes ou d’am
bitions suspectes. Le Populaire a pous
sé la canaillerie jusqu’à passer sous si
lence les nouvelles qui relatent l’acti
vité des Blancs en Mandchourie.

30 L’U.R.S.S. a, jusqu’ici, déjoué 
victorieusement ces manœuvres. Tan
dis que le conseil de la S.D.N. cou
vrait l’agression japonaise, Molotov, 
Karakhan, Vorochilov ont proclamé} 
que les occupations militaires étaient 
incompatibles avec la politique de paix 
de l’U.R.S.S.

Tandis que Vandervelde et Renatb 
del dénonçaient « les projets annexion
nistes » du bolchevisme, Litvinov a 
révélé l’activité des gardes blancs, sou-1 
tenus par le Japon. !

En affirmant sur tous les tons I 
qu’elle désirait la paix, que la po
litique d’agression, de dépècement, 
n’était pas la sienne, l’U. R. S. S. a 
éventé le piège & agents provocateurs 
que lui tendaient Tés chefs; social-fas- 
cistes.

Elle a facilité le groupement solide 
de tous les travailleurs du monde au
tour de l’Etat prolétarien menacé.

Elle a dévoilé « le mystère » de la 
préparation guerrière. Mais, ce fai
sant, elle a indiqué clairement aux 
prolétaires le devoir urgent qui s'impo
sait à eux : l’organisation de la lutte 
de masse contre la guerre. « Lé travail 
à l’usine, dans les syndicats, dans 
l’armée, voilà ce que doivent faire les 
communistes avant la guerre, pendant 
la guerre. » L’heure est venue de nous 
souvenir de cette impérieuse rcomman- 
dation de Vladimir Illitch. :

1, _________ Gabriel PERI.

IL faut bien expliquer à tous les con- । 
ditions réelles et le profond mys- < 
1ère qui donnent naissance à la 

guerre.
Ainsi s’exprimait Lénine dans les 

Instructions brèves, mais prodigieuse
ment riches, qu’il communiquait à la 
délégation russe à la Conférence In
ternationale de La Haye en 1922.

Le profond mystère qui donne nais
sance à la guerre !

Avant 1914, la bourgeoisie, pour 
Créer ce mystère, disposait d’appareils 
redoutables déjà, encore que rudimen
taires. Les délibérations du concert 
européen, par exemple, ne contribuè
rent pas peu à précipiter l’échéance 
tragique. Aujourd’hui, les puissances 
impérialistes ont à leur usage un ins
trument beaucoup plus perfectionné : 
la Société des nations, dont le conseil 
se réunira cet après-midi, à 15 heu
res, au Quai d’Orsay. La S.D.N. est 
née du traité de rapines signé à Ver
sailles en 1919. Les grands prêtres du 
pacifisme sacrifient sur son autel. 
Elle est adulée des chefs socialistes, 
qui députent à ses sessions leurs plus 
notables représentants.

Mais sa fonction propre, son objectif 
précis, est de faire naître ce mystère 
dont parlait Lénine, de brouiller les 
choses à plaisir, de couvrir d’un étin
celant manteau les opérations les plus 
suspectes, de jeter le désarroi, de se
mer la confusion dans les rangs ou
vriers.

La bourgeoisie sait qu’il existe au
jourd’hui ce qui n’existait pas avant 
1914 : une Internationale commu
niste, riche d’une politique éprouvée 
de lutte contre la guerre. Elle a dû 
perfectionner son système de duperie 
dans la mesure où, grâce à l’existence 
de partis communistes agissants, grâce 
à leur action de masse, grâce à leur 
activité antimilitariste,, les forces de 
résistance et de contre-attaque proléta
rienne décuplaient.

Jéter Té voile sur les préparatifs 
guerriers, préparer des millions d’hom
mes à aller à la guerre sous le drapeau 
du pacifisme, voilà la fonction propre 
de la S.D.N.

On parle quelquefois, à propos des 
événements d’Extrême-Orient, de la 
carence ou de l’impuissance de la So
ciété. Ces expressions nous paraissent 
impropres. La S.D.N. n’a point fait 
preuve d’impuissance. Elle a, au con
traire, accompli très exactement la 
fonction guerrière à laquelle elle est 
commise.

Qu’on en juge : Le 18 septembre, le 
Japon s’empare de Moukden et en
vahit la Mandchourie. Ce coup de for
ce ne surprend personne. Il ne sur
prend pasj dans tous les cas, les cer
cles dirigeants français qui, par 
avance, l’avaient justifié dans un re
marquable article de la Revue Mili
taire, du général Weygand. j.

Le conseil se réunit une première 
fois le 25 septembre, une ,seconde'fois 

Ble 14 octobre. Par deux fois, il Mtfé- 
I rine l'agression japonaise et conseille 
là la Chine d'entrer en négociations di
rectes avec le partenaire japonais qui 
I occupe son territoire. j
I Comme il est indispensable — in- 
I dispensable au succès du coup de 
I force — de paraître impartial, le con- 
! seil se grime en juge Salomon. Il re

commande au Japon d’évaçuer le ter
ritoire un jour ou l’autre. Le Japon 
ne se soiimet point à cette injonction. ! 
Et le scénario tend à prolonger l’illu
sion et à épaissir le mystère, à faire 
croire que la « volonté de paix de la 
S.D.N. » se heurte à la volonté de 
guerre du Japon. Mais l’illusion est 
trompeuse et la réalité bouscule cette

I mise en scène.
I De fait, l'impérialisme japonais agit 
I avec l'appui de toutes les grandes 
I puissances qui font la loi à la S.D.N. 

I II agit avec l'appui de la France — 
I dont les provocations pro-japonaises 
I ne se comptent plus et dont la politi- 
I que antisoviétique cadre exactement 
I avec l’entreprise japonaise.__________
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From the Embassy at Paris.

üxti-act from L’HUMaNITE, November 16, 1931

Après avoir encouragé 
deux fois l’agression japonaise 

la S. D. N. se réunit à nouveau à Paris

LITVINOV ADRESSE UNE PROTESTATION VIGOUREUSE 
CONTRE LES PROVOCATIONS DU JAPON

IL faut bien expliquer à tous les con
ditions réelles et le profond mys
tère qui donnent naissance à la 

guerre.
Ainsi s’exprimait Lénine dans les 

Instructions brèves, mais prodigieuse
ment riches, qu’il communiquait à la 
délégation russe à la Conférence In
ternationale de- La Haye en 1922.

Le profond mystère qui donne nais
sance à la guerre !

Avant 1914, la bourgeoisie, pour 
Créer ce mystère, disposait d’appareils 
redoutables déjà, encore que rudimen
taires. Les délibérations du concert
européen, par exemple, ne contribuè
rent pas peu à précipiter l’échéance 
tragique. Aujourd’hui, les puissances 
impérialistes ont à leur usage un ins
trument beaucoup plus perfectionné : 
la Société des nations, dont le conseil 
se réunira cet après-midi, à 15 heu
res, au Quai d’Orsay. La S.D.N. est 
née du traité de rapines signé à Ver
sailles en 1919. Les grands prêtres du 
pacifisme sacrifient sur son autel. 
Elle est adulée des chefs socialistes, 
qui députent à ses sessions leurs plus 
notables représentants.

Mais sa fonction propre, son objectif 
précis, est de faire naître ce mystère 
dont parlait Lénine, de brouiller les 
choses à plaisir, de couvrir d’un étin
celant manteau les opérations les plus 
suspectes, de jeter le désarroi, de se
mer la confusion dans les rangs ou
vriers.

La bourgeoisie sait qu’il existe au
jourd’hui ce qui n’existait pas avant 
1914 : une Internationale commu-
niste, riche d’une politique éprouvée 
de lutte contre la guerre. Elle a dû 
perfectionner son système de duperie 
dans la mesure où, grâce à l’existence 
de partis communistes agissants, grâce 
à leur action de masse, grâce à leur 
activité forçes de
croire que la a volonté de paix de la 
b.D.N. » se heurte à la volonté de 
guerre du Japon. Mais l’illusion est’ 
trompeuse et la réalité bouscule cette 
mise en scène.

De fait. Vimpérialisme japonais agit 
avec Vappui de toutes les grandes 
puissances qui font la loi à la S.D.N.

Il agit avec Vappui de la France — 
dont les provocations pro-japonaises 
ne se comptent plus et dont la politi
que antisoviétique cadre exactemem: 
avec I entreprise japonaise.

Il agit avec la complicité de V An-1 
gleterre et avec celle des Etats-Unis.' 
Laval, . a Washington, a acquis aux , 
Japonais la bienveillance des Yankees, l 
et ceux-ci, au surplus, ne veulent point 
faire un geste qui pourrait entraîner | 
le rapprochement de l’impérialisme | 
nippon avec le concurrent britannique. j

Il agit avec la complicité du K.uo- ! 
vmntang contre-révolutionnaire, qui i 
réclame ouvertement de la S.D.N. une! 
intervention militaire en Chine. |

Il agit — ne Voublions jamais —| 
avec le concours honteux de la social-1 
démocratie française, dont la cause I 
maudite se confond avec celle de Tim-1 
périalisme. français. I

Si l’écœurement ne vous fait nasl 
peur, relisez attentivement la presse! 
socialiste depuis le 18 septembre. Nous I 
vous mettons au défi d’y relever lai 
moindre attaque contre Vimpérialisme\ 
français. I

Les attaques venimeuses, les insi-1 
nuations perfides, le journal de .M. I 
Blum les réserve à l’Etat soviétique I 
qui, seul, malgré les menaces et les I 
provocations, représente les intérêts del 
la paix soviétique ; qui, seul, a aidé la ■ 
Chine dans ses efforts libérateurs ; 1 
gui. seul, a renoncé aux privilèges im-I 

périalistes si âprement défendus — à 
coups de canon— par les socialistes 
de S. M. britannique.

Le rédacteur étranger du Populaire 
sue sang et eau, falsifie les textes, ' 
tronque les citations, passe sous si- ! 
lence les faits les plus importants, 
piaffe, patauge, s’emporte et s’empê
tre dans ses mensonges. ’

M. Blum espère ainsi paralyser le! 
rassemblement des ouvriers pour la! 
lutte contre la guerre, pour la défense 
de la patrie socialiste.

Besogne criminelle, mais peine per
due !

A l’heure où s’ouvre la session du 
conseil, les prolétaires retiendront ces 
données essentielles :

i° L’agression du 18 septembre, et 
les conquêtes qui ont suivi ont été oer- 
pétrées avec le soutien total du cabi
net de Paris. C’est M. Briand, le re-1 
présentant du pacifisme impérialiste, I 
le politicien choyé des chefs socialis
tes, qui préside à cette entreprise de 
brigandage. On a dit de la politique 
de Briand qu’elle était celle du chien 
crevé. Allons donc. Le chien n’est pas 
crevé. Il aboie furieusement, au con
traire.

20 Pour faciliter les rapines de l’im
périalisme français, l’état-major so
cialiste s’est évertué à incriminer le 
premier Etat prolétarien qu’il a accu
sé de visées annexionnistes ou d’am
bitions suspectes. Le Populaire a pous
sé la canaillerie jusqu’à passer sous si
lence les nouvelles qui relatent l’acti
vité des Blancs en Mandchourie.

30 L’U.R.S.S. a, jusqu’ici, déjoué 
victorieusement ces manœuvres. Tan
dis que le conseil de la S.D.N. cou
vrait l’agression japonaise, Molotov, 
Karakhan, Vorochilov ont proclamé 
que les occupations militaires étaient 

incompatibles avec la politioue de paix 
fded’U.R.S.S.

Tandis que Vandervelde et Renau- 
del dénonçaient « les projets annexion
nistes » du bolchevisme, Litvinov a 
révçlé l’activité des gardes blancs, sou
tenus par le Japon.

‘‘Én affirmant sur tous les tons I 
qu'elle désirait la paix, que la po- 

pjitique d’agression, de dépècement, 
h’él^it pas la sienne, l’IL R. S. S. a 
éventé le piège N agents provocateurs 
que^lui tendaient les chefs social-fas- 
cistès.
. Elle a facilité le groupement solide 

; de’tous les travailleurs du monde au- 
toyr de l'Etat prolétarien menacé.

; . Elle a dévoilé « le mystère » de la 
^préparation guerrière. Mais, ce fai- 
| elle a indiqué clairement aux 
| le devoir urgent qui s'imp o-
H&'Z à eux ■: l’organisation de la lutte 
Me masse contre la guerre. « Lé travail 
O, l’usine, dans les syndicats, dans 
■Varmée, voilà ce que doivent faire les 
J communistes avant la guerre, pendant 
| la guerre. » L’heure est venue de nous 
| souvenir de cette impérieuse rcomman- ■ 
M dation de Vladimir Illitch. I
1 _______ Gabriel PERI. I
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Extract from LN JOURNAL, November 16, 1931.

LE CONSEIL DE LA SOCIÉTÉ DES NATIONS 
qui se réunit aujourd’hui à Paris 

va s’occuper, pour la troisième fois, -, 
du conflit sîno-japonais

Par SAINT-BRICE

Or donc, le conseil 
de la Société des 
nations va, pour la 
troisième fois, s’oc
cuper du litige sino- 
japonais. On vou
drait qu’avant d’a
border ce débat, qui 
doit être décisif — 
car il n’y a vrai
ment plus de faute 
à commettre — les 
membres du conseil 
daignent jeter les 
yeux sur la carte de 
la Mandchourie et 
sur la charte de la 
Société des Nations.

L’examen de la 
carte, où sont mar
quées les positions 
actuelles des deux 
parties, est singu
lièrement éloquent. 
Nous avons sous les 
yeux un pays grand 
comme deux fois

' l’Allemagne, dans lequel le Japon

K

iCHt

AOBIN

.Tunhua

TuNOlHO^gr.—< 
^CHFWCHUi

Sl
•U5HUN

CniNCHOW’

fBÏArAjJ

K%>.

WW 
fou

>NTUM(

__4garwiMH___
ffifaT-ÂRTHUR

a le droit et le devoir d’assurer 
la gestion et la circulation de 
voies ferrées s’étendant sur plus 
de 1.000 kilomètres. Dans ce pays, 

j il y a 30 millions de Chinois, dont 
I les neuf dixièmes ont été amenés 
' par le régime de l’occupation japo
naise. Il y a 100.000 soldats chi
nois répartis un peu partout ; il y 
a des centaines de bandes de bri
gands. Voilà pour les éléments de 
trouble. Pour le service d’ordre, 
13.000 soldats japonais. Pas un de 
plus.

Imaginez dans quelle situation ces 
soldats se trouvent^et demandez- 
vous s’ils peuvent avoir quelque in
térêt à provoquer des désordres.

Par ailleurs, le préambule de la 
charte ae la Société des nations en
gage tous les membres à assurer le 
respect scrupuleux de toutes les obli
gations des traités dans les rapports 
mutuels de peuples organisés. De
mandez-vous aussi s’il n’y a pas, 
parmi les deux parties, un peuple qui 
ne représente que dans une très fai
ble mesure ce qu’on peut appeler et 
ce qu’on considère en Europe comme 
un peuple organisé. Lequel ?

Après quoi, les membres du conseil
doivent avant tout se mettre bien 
en face de la situation exacte. Le 
conseil s’est déjà occupé deux fois 
de l’affaire. La première interven
tion, dans la seconde quinzaine de 
septembre, a abouti à une résolution 
unanime —- condition essentielle de 
validité — en vertu de laquelle le 
Japon s’engage à faire rentrer ses 
troupes dans ses lignes le plus tôt 
possible, dès qu’il aura obtenu de 
la Chine des garanties pour l’exé- 
cution des traités, pour le respect de

A fi?
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O Position des troupes chinoises 
• Centre dïctiviïê des faed/ts-*^ 
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2ône sous te Contrite des^"~ 
^rrr> - troupes Japonaises 
'~n' Chemin de Fer.

la vie et des biens de ses nationaux.
La seconde intervention, qui a eu 

lieu du 14 au 24 octobre, a laissé les 
choses en l’état. En effet, le projet 
de résolution du 24 octobre au soir, 
qui assignait au Japon un délai ex
pirant le 16 novembre pour retirer 
ses troupes, est nul, en raison du 
veto catégorique opposé par le Ja
pon. L’article 11 de la charte, qui 
vise le cas de menace de guerre, sti
pule qu’une résolution du conseil 
n’est valable que si elle réalise.l’una- 
nimité, y compris les voix des parties 
intéressées.

On pourrait soutenir dans une cer
taine mesure que la Chine ayant 
accepté le projet est liée moralement 
et rechercher jusqu’à quel point elle 
a exécuté rengagement qui la con
cernait et qui comportait la recher
che du règlement de son litige avec 
le Japon. Par contre, le projet ne 
peut avoir ni valeur légale, ni même 
valeur morale à l’égard du Japon qui 
a refusé catégoriquement de l’accep
ter, en posant comme condition pré
judicielle un accord directement né
gocié avec la Chine sur les cinq 
points fondamentaux qui se résu
ment tous dans l’exécution des trai
tés.

Formule vague, dit-on. Le Japon 
ne sera certainement pas embar
rassé pour la préciser, notamment 
en ce qui concerne les principaux 
traités dont la violation a provoqué 
l’action militaire et dont le gouver
nement de Tokio a précisé le respect.

Les traités en question sont le 
traité de 1906, par lequel la Chine a 
accepté les clauses du traité de 
Portsmouth transférant au Japon 
une partie des droits concédés par la 
Russie; le traité de 1909 qui a pré-
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cisé les droits du Japon en Mand
chourie; enfin le fameux traité de 
1915, que la Chine refuse de recon
naître, bien qu’elle l’ait ratifié of
ficiellement. Et c’est là le fond même 
du conflit.

En somme, si l’on veut se dégager de 
toutes les fausses nouvelles, de tou
tes les polémiques, de toutes les ma
nœuvres qui ont embrouillé l’affaire, 
si on veut considérer les seules pos
sibilités de règlement, le cas se ra
mène à quelques considérations très 
simples.

Premièrementrla.preuve a été faite 
largement depuis deux mois qu en 
dépit d’hostilités continuelles, aucun 
des deux pays ne desire aller jusqu’à 
la guerre. Ce ne sont certes pas les 
prétextes qui ont manqué.

Deuxièmement, la Chine ne veut 
pas engager de négociations sur le 
fond même du litige sous la menace 
dex pression militaire. Elle entend 
par là que les troupes japonaises doi
vent rentrer dans leurs lignes avant 
toute discussion.

Troisièmement, le Jepon soutient 
qu’il ne peut pas retirer ses trou-

MM Zaleski (à gauche) 
et Chlapowski

pes aussi longtemps qu’il n’aura pas 
obtenu pour la vie de ses nationaux 
et pour leurs biens, menacés non 
seulement en Mandchourie, mais en 
Chine, par des campagnes d’excita
tion et un boycottage organisé, tou
tes les garanties de reconnaissance 
et d’exécution des traités. <

Quatrièmement, la Société des na- 
tions n’a pas à intervenir dans le rè
glement du conflit en se substituant 
aux parties. Son rôle se limite à as
surer la paix aussi à faire recon
naître la validité des traités.

Dans ces conditions, ce ne sont 
pas les possibilités de solution qui 
manquent, bien qu’il soit prématuré 
d’indiquer celle sur laquelle on va 
s’orienter.

On peut tout d’abord revenir à 
une suggestion qui avait été formu
lée, le 20 octobre, par sir Eric Drum
mond et que des circonstances ma- i 
lencontreuses ont seules empêché | 
d’aboutir. Le secrétaire général avait > 
formulé, dans une proposition corn- 1 
portant trois alternatives, deux né
gociations parallèles : l’une sur 
l’évacuation, l’autre sur le règlement 
du litige politique. Le délégué du 
Japon, l’ambassadeur M. Yoshizawa, 
demanda à en référer à son gouver
nement. Trois jours après, il appor
tait une acceptation. Pourquoi faut- 
il que, dans l’intervalle, le projet ait 
été abandonné à la suite de la faus
se nouvelle d’un refus japonais ?

L’idée est intéressante et peut être 
reprise. Même pour faciliter l’accep
tation de la Chine, on pourrait con
cevoir deux négociations parallèles,

-des nations. En septembre, le Japon 
se montrait très opposé à l’enquête 
parce que celle-ci semblait devoir 
porter sur son action militaire. Après 
deux mois écoulés, qui ont montré 
que le Japon n’a pas ajouté un seul 
soldat aux effectifs consentis par 
les traités, l’enquête se trouverait 
évidemment amenée à porter sur la 
difficulté de ramener les troupes ja
ponaises dans leurs lignes avant que 
soient données les garanties sérieu
ses réclamées par le Japon.

Une troisième combinaison pour
rait être la reprise d’une idée suggé
rée dans la matinée du 24 octobre 
par M. de Madariaga. Le délégué 
espagnol proposait que la négocia
tion politique s’engageât le jour 
même où l’évacuation des troupes 
japonaises serait achevée. Cette so
lution réclamerait, évidemment, des 
garantie- contre les manœuvres d’a
termoiement dans lesquelles la di
plomatie chinoise est si experte. Il 
faudrait fixer un délai bref et limité 
pour la négociation politique, en sti- I 
pulant pour les deux parties la re- 1 
prise de leur liberté d’action à dé
faut d’accord.

On voit que la Société des nations 
peut aisément trouver une solution 
honorable et équitable. Tout devrait 
la conduire à entrer dans cette voie. 
Tout d’abord, après deux tentati
ves infructueuses, le crédit de la So
ciété demande qu’on aboutisse. L’at
mosphère de Genève ayant donné 
tout ce qu’on pouvait attendre de 
son action émolliente, on peut es
pérer trouver à Paris des disposi
tions plus propices aux vues politi
ques. Enfin, des changements intéres
sants interviennent dans le person
nel. L’Angleterre va être représen
tée par son nouveau ministre des 
affaires étrangères. Sir John Simon 
apportera la mentalité d’un juriste 
de profession, qui sera peut-être plus 
efficace que les idéologies singulière
ment flottantes de lord Robert Cecil. 
L’Amérique aura, en la personne du 
général Dawes, un observateur de 
plus de poids que son consul géné
ral de Genève. S’il est vrai que le 
délégué du Japon doive être assisté 
des ambassadeurs japonais à Lon
dres et à Rome, il y a un élément 
très important — car l’ambassadeur 
à Londres, M. Matsudeira, a noué, 
au cours de la conférence de Londres 
et au cours d’une précédente am
bassade à Washington des relations 
très cordiales avec le général Dawés.

Est-il vrai que les Etats-Unis tien\- 
nent un compromis en réserve ? On 
souhaiterait que la Société des na-^ 
tions, après tant d’épreuves, ne lais
sât pas aux Américains l’honneur 
.de régler cette affaire.
\ Saint-Brice.

MM. Scjaloja (à droite) et Manzoni 
mais distinctes : la négociation sur 
l’évacuation aurait lieu sur le ter
rain même, la négociation politique 
à Londres ou à Paris.. On ne pour
rait pas, dans ces conditions, parler 
de pression militaire. Le;- Japon 
n’lrait-il nas jusqu’à accepter de né-
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cisé Iss droits du Japon en Mand
chourie; enfin le fameux traité de 
1915, que la Chine refuse de recon
naître, bien qu’elle l’ait ratifié of
ficiellement. Et c’est là le fond même 
du conflit.

En somme, si l’on veut se dégager de 
toutes les fausses nouvelles, de tou
tes les polémiques, de toutes les ma
nœuvres qui ont embrouillé l’affaire, 
si on veut considérer les seules pos
sibilités de règlement, le cas se ra
mène à quelques considérations très 
simples.

Premièrement-,-la. preuve a été faite 
largement depuis deux mois qu en 
dépit d’hostilités, continuelles, aucun 
des deux pays ne délire aller jusqu’à 
la guerre. Ce ne sont certes pas les 
prétextes qui ont manqué.

Deuxièmement, la Chine ne veut 
pas engager de négociations sur le 
fond même du litige sous la menace 
ds' pression militaire. Elle entend 
par là que les troupes japonaises doi
vent rentrer dans leurs lignes avant 
toute discussion.

Troisièmement, le Japon soutient 
qu’il ne peut pas retirer ses trou

MM. Zaleski (à gauche) 
et Chlapowski

pes aussi longtemps qu’il n’aura pas 
obtenu pour la vie de ses nationaux 
et pour leurs biens, menacés non 
seulement en Mandchourie, mais en * 
Chine, par des campagnes d’excita
tion et un boycottage organisé, tou
tes les garanties de reconnaissance 
et d’exécution des traités. j

Quatrièmement, la Société des na- 
tions n’a pas à intervenir dans le rè
glement du conflit en se substituant 
aux parties. Son rôle se limite à as
surer la paix aussi à faire recon
naître la validité des traités.

Dans ces conditions, ce ne sont 
pas les possibilités de solution qui 

prématuré |
il quT^ns'^terv’anV^P"’0^ â'fc î 
été abandonné à la suite de la faus- 
se nouvelle d’un refus japonais ?

L’idée est intéressante et peut etre | 
reprise. Même pour faciliter l’accep- i 
tation de la Chine, on pourrait con- : 
cevoir deux négociations parallèles, '

ves nations. En septembre, le Japon 
se montrait très opposé à l’enquête 
parce que celle-ci semblait devoir 
porter sur son action militaire. Après 
deux mois écoulés, qui ont montré 
que le Japon n’a pas ajouté un seul 
soldat aux effectifs consentis par 
les traités, l’enquête se trouverait 
évidemment amenée à porter sur la 
difficulté de ramener les troupes ja
ponaises dans leurs lignes avant que 
soient données les garanties sérieu
ses réclamées par le Japon.

Une troisième combinaison pour
rait être la reprise d’une idée suggé
rée dans la matinée du 24 octobre 
par M. de Madariaga. Le délégué 
espagnol proposait que la négocia
tion politique s’engageât le jour 
même où l’évacuation des troupes 
japonaises serait achevée. Cette so
lution réclamerait, évidemment, des 
garantie1' contre les manœuvres d’a
termoiement dans lesquelles la di
plomatie chinoise est si experte. Il 
faudrait fixer un délai bref et limité 
pour la négociation politique, en sti
pulant pour les deux parties la re
prise de leur liberté d’action à dé
faut d’accord.

On voit que la Société des nations 
peut aisément trouver une solution 
honorable et équitable. Tout devrait 
la conduire à entrer dans cette voie. 
Tout d’abord, après deux tentati
ves infructueuses, le crédit de la So
ciété demande qu’on aboutisse. L’at
mosphère de Genève ayant donné 
tout ce qu’on pouvait attendre de 
son action émolliente, on peut es
pérer trouver à Paris des disposi
tions plus propices aux vues politi
ques. Enfin, des changements intéres
sants interviennent dans le person
nel. L’Angleterre va être représen
tée par son nouveau ministre des 
affaires étrangères. Sir John Simon 
apportera la mentalité d’un juriste 
de profession, qui sera peut-être plus 
efficace que les idéologies singulière
ment flottantes de lord Robert Cecil. 
L’Amérique aura, en la personne du 
général Dawes, un observateur de 
plus de poids que son consul géné
ral de Genève. S’il est vrai que le 
délégué du Japon doive être assisté 
des ambassadeurs japonais à Lon
dres et à Rome, il y a un élément 
très important — car l’ambassadeur 
à Londres, M. Matsudeira, a noué, 
au cours de la conférence de Londres 
et au cours d’une précédente am
bassade à Washington des relations 
très cordiales avec le général Dawé^. 

, Est-il vrai que les Etats-Unis tien\- 
nent un compromis en réserve ? Oh 
souhaiterait que la Société des naX 
tions, après tant d’épreuves, ne lais
sât pas aux Américains l’honneur 
.de régler cette affaire.
X Saint-Brice.

MM. Scialoja (à droite) et Manzoni 
mais distinctes : la négociation sur 
l’évacuation aurait lieu sur le ter
rain même> la négociation politique 
à Londres ou à Paris. Cn ne pour
rait pas, dans ces conditions, parler 
de pression militaire. Le Japon 
n’lrait-il nas jusqu’à accepter de né
gocier l’affaire politique avec le doc
teur Sze, qui a représenté si bril
lamment la Chine aux sessions du 
conseil de la Société des nations ?

Cette combinaison n’est pas la 
seule qu’il soit possible d’envisager. 
Dès le début du conflit, on a songé 
à une enquête menée par la Société
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Extract from LE MATIN, November 16, 1951.

'ÿ. Pour l’ordre 
ou pour le désordre
LE CONSEIL DE LA S.D.N. AURA) 
A SE PRONONCER LA-DESSUS DANS

L’AFFAIRE DE LA MANDCHOURIE
* S’il était permis d’adresser une ! 

recommandation aux membres 
du conseil de la Société des na
tions, qui doivent aujourd’hui se 
réunir en session extraordinaire 
à Paris, pour s’occuper de l’affaire 
de Mandchourie, on leur dirait :

— Votre premier devoir est de 
faire de l’ordre. Car il est vain de 
croire que la paix peut naître du 
désordre. Or, vous avez devant 
vous deux pays, dont l’un repré
sente un ordre peut-être un peu 
rude, mais dont l’autre est la 
personnification du plus affreux; 
désordre. Ne vous perdez donc’ 
pas dans la procédure. Regardez 
les faits et surtout les gens. Les 
ayant regardés bien en face, ne 
faites et ne dites rien, qui puisse 
affaiblir la puissance d’ordre et 
encourager la puissance de dé-, 
sordre... i

Cette recommandation est 
d’ailleurs celle qui s’étale tout au 
long dans les journaux d’Améri
que, dont nul ne peut prétendre 
qu’ils aient montré, dans le passé, 
une partialité exagérée pour le 
Japon.

Le jour même où je quittais 
New-York, le Times publiait une 
lettre exprimant la même idée 
dans les mêmes termes. Elle était 
signée de M. Herbert Bayard 
Swope, ancien rédacteur en chef 
du World, frère de M. Gerard 
Swope, président de la General 
Electric, qui écrivait ce qui suit

« Depuis des centaines d’années, 
la Chine essaye de pêcher dans 
toutes les eaux troubles avec des 
cannes dépourvues d’hameçons. Il 
faut en finir et se demander s’il 
vaut mieux voir ce vaste pays ou
vert au commerce ou bien au bri
gandage, à la paix ou bien à V anar
chie. En wut cas,'dans la partie de 
la Chine qu’il occupe, le Japon re* 
présente tordre et le progrès. C’est 
ce que demande par-dessus tout le 
monde, entier. On nomme, dans, tous 
las pays civilisés, des curateurs qui 
sont chargés de gérer les biens àe 
ceux qui sont incapables de le faire 
par eux-mêmes. Le Japon joue le 
rôle de curateur en Mandchourie :1 
ne pourrait-on le laisser faire ? >

Ne croyez pas que ce soit là 
une opinion individuelle. Le dé
partement d’Etat à Washington 
tient un langage identique. Nous 
l’avons signalé. Répétons-le.

— Sans doute, dit-il, le Japoni 
a eu tort de sortir de la zone de 
police qui lui a été fixée par les. 
traités, et il convient qu’il y ren
tré. Mais il a été provoqué à. en

. — comme l’Europe et 
1 Amérique sont provoquées à 
chaque instant en Chine — et il 
faut que ces provocations cessent 
au plus tôt. Nos agents les plus 
prb-chinois reconnaissent que la 
seule province chinoise où règne 
en ce moment l’ordre est la par
tie de Mandchourie qu’occupent 
les Japonais. Et ils déclarent que 
les Chinois, qui y résident, s’ils 
pouvaient exprimer un désir, de
manderaient avant tout que la 
zone soit élargie et non pas ré
trécie. C'est là un fait dont on 
ne peut pas ne pas tenir compte. 
De toutes façons, la zone où rè
gne l’ordre ne doit point être 
mise en péril. Quant à la Mand
chourie, elle ne sera pas conquise 
et annexée parce que 4.000 sol
dats japonais ont débordé leur li
gne de cantonnement pour y faire 
un peu de police.

Ajouterons-nous que, derrière 
les deux parties que la S. D. N. 
prétend citer à sa barre, il y en 
a. une troisième qui pousse de 
toutes ses forces à l’anarchie où 
elle est passée maîtresse — la 
Russie soviétique ? C’est elle qui 
est derrière la Chine. C’est elle 
qui l’encourage. On ne peut igno
rer ses machinations sinistres. On 
ne peut ignorer son art de dis
tiller le poison. Prendre parti 
pour la Chine, c’est prendre parti 
pour la Russie soviétique. Les 
deux corruptions se rejoignent et 
se confondent. Le conseil de la 
S. D. N. va-t-il travailler pour la 
corruption ou pour l’ordre ? C’est 
toute la question. Il n'y en a pas 
d’autre.

Le conseil fera bien, en tout 
cas, de se souvenir qu’au-dessus 
de ses arrêts, il y a ceux des opi
nions publiques des nations qu’il 
représente. Il y a quelques jours, 
le Daily Mail lui signifiait nette
ment que l’opinion publique an
glaise n’admettrait pas un ins
tant qu’une mesure de coercition 
quelconque soit prise à l’égard du ; 
Japon. Ce qui est vrai de l’opi-| 
nion anglaise l’est de l’opinion i 
française et aussi de l’opinion 
américaine.

Si le conseil veut recourir à la 
coercition, qu’il y recoure pour les 
fauteurs de désordre : pas pour 
les agents de l’ordre. Pour les bri
gands : pas pour les gendarmes.

Stéphane Lauzanne
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Extract from L’OEUVRE, November 16, 1931

L’AFFAIRE SINO-JAPONAISE
DEVANT LE CONSEIL DE LA S. D. N. i

Procédure 
de paix 

--- - ---- bJfL?
Et d’abord, écartons de nouveau

— Pardon. Le conflit sino-japo- 
nais n'estril pas. le premier conflit 
de quelque importance dont la So
ciété des Nations ait eu à connaî
tre depuis la signature du pacte ; 
Briand-Kellogg ? Et alors, le pacte 1 
Briand-Kellogg — signé par le Ja
pon — ça compte, ou ça ne compte 
pas ? !

Quand il a été signé, d’aucuns 
ont dit : 0 '.

l’objection saugrenue, mais trop 
souvent émise, qu’en s’occupant dù 
différend sino-japonais, la Société 
des Nations se mêle de ce qui ne 
la regarde pas.

De ce différend, elle a été régu
lièrement saisie par un de ses mem
bres : la Chine.

Se dérober ? C’était se discrédi
ter aux yeux de l’opinion publi
que.

-Et si, dans sa tâche de média
trice, la Société des Nations 
échoue ?

' — Si elle échoue, elle peut s’en
trouver affaiblie. Mais, aux yeux de 
l’opinion publique, c’est la puissan
ce récalcitrante qui sera discréditée. 
Vous me direz que cela lui est bien

— Un chiffon de papier de 
plus !

D’autres ont dit :
— Le pacte Briand-Kellogg 

C’est la fin de la Société des Na
tions.

Or, un conflit d’intérêt mondial 
-— mais oui ! — se présentant, 
M. Briand a entendu montrer quef 
d’une part,’ le pacte Kellogg 
pouvait permettre à l’Amérique d’ef
ficaces interventions, et que, d’au
tre part, loin de la réduire à l’im
puissance, en la «noyant» dans 
une formule plus vaste et plus 
vague, le pacte Kellogg donnait à 
la Société des Nations une force 
nouvelle.

, — L’un élimine l’autre ! di-
sait-on.

— Non, 
plètenL

Les vrais

égal. Voire !...
Quoi qu’il en soit, qu’a fait la 

Société des Nations, notamment au 
cours de cette session d’octobre dont 
Aristide Briand fut le protagoniste ?

peser des menaces de sanctions, imà- 

lice du genre de cèlle que suggère 
avec force M. Hadamard ? Non. 
S’est-elle érigée en tribunal ? Non. 
Elle a été ce. qu’elle devait, en de 
pareilles circonstances, être d’abord 
(et c’est, malgré qu’on en ait, ce 
qui fait sa force) : un lieu .de ren- 

mais ou la discussion , cour- 
toise —< et publique -^ remplace 
avantageusement les, échanges de 
notes de la diplomatie secrète.

La Société des Nations a joué là 
son rôle primordial de conciliatrice. 
N’a-t-elle pas? , réussi à convaincre &
la Chine qu’il ne convenait pas d’in- 
voquer tout de. suite tous les textes, «Concilier», donner force d’ac- 
jüridiques que celle-ci eût été en/ion au pacte Kellogg, rapprocher 
drqït d’invoquer4 ? D’autant plus en/Amérique de la Société des Na- 
droit que, dans toutes les autres dons, porter ainsi le débat devant 
occasions, où la Société des Nations une assemblée vraiment internatio- 
a déjà été . appelée à;. intervenir nale, telle a été, jusqu’à présent, 
— il ne s’agissait alors..il est Vrai, (lans l’affaire de Mandchourie la 
que de pauvres affaires européen-méthode de M. Briand.
nés —- aucun de ses membres ne Et si cette méthode est mauvai- 
s’est montré plus intransigeant, plusse, on est bien obligé de constater 
chatouilleux sur le droit, plus atta-qu’à sa suite, toutes les nations 
ché à la lettre du Covenant que ler-7 le seul Japon excepté __ font
Japon. faite leur.

— Mais n’a-t-on pas commis une .Çe prouve au moins que le 
faute à l’égard de celui-ci en inviÆInistre. des affaires étrangères de 
tant, pour la première fois, à projF.ran<r? jouit, dans le monde, d’un 
pos d’une affaire où il est intéressé,®,n£|“ler prestige.
1*Amérique à prendre part aux déli-, Nous laisserons aux «patriotes» 
bératiôns d’une Société dont le Ja- ® . Profession |e soin de s’en 
pbn fait partie^et elle, non ?

- P,

répond-il. Ils se com-

Jaan Plot.
amis de la Société des 

~A-t“Zlle' bmndLdéZfouTei.' fait Nations ont toujours souhaité voit les 
neset des menaces de sanctions, ima- Etats-Unis se rapprocher d une im- 
peser a de no- • titution dont un de leurs presidentsciné même une intervention ae po .ginc il»» t . avait ete pnncipaj inspirateur.

Par le canal du pacte Briand-Kel
logg, l’incident sino-japonais aura 
été l’occasion — quelles que soient 
les précautions oratoires dont on 
l’entoure — de ce rapprochement 
jsquhaité !

Quant aux détracteurs systémati
ques des procédures pacifiques chè
res à M. Briand, ils ont mauvaise 
grâce, après avoir raillé à l’avance 
«’inefficacité du pacte, à protester 
aujourd’hui, où il se révèle « opé
rant

alors..il
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From the Embassy at Paris «
Extract from LE PETIT PARISIEN, November 16, 1931

AUJOURD’HUI S’OUVRE 
AU QUAI D’ORSAY

LA PREMIÈRE SÉANCE 
DU CONSEIL DE LA S.D.N.
Tf- — îfc
Les délégations des diverses puis* 

sances au conseil de la S.D.N. qui tient 
aujourd’hui sa première séance au 
Quai d’Orsay, sont presque au complet.

M. Zaleski, ministre des Affaires 
étrangères de Pologne, est arrivé hier 
à 15 heures.

M. von Bülow, secrétaire d’Etat 
auprès de la Wilhelmstrasse, s’est mis 
en route pour Paris dans la soirée 
d’hier.

A 17 h. 35, lord Tyrrell, ambassa
deur de Grande-Bretagne à Paris, 
MM. Yoshizawa et Arita, respective
ment ambassadeurs du Japon à Paris 
et à, Vienne, ont été reçus à la gare du 
Nord et sir John Simon, chef du Fo
reign Office, a été salué au nom de 
M. Briand, par M. Carré, chef-adjoint ' 
du protocole.

Sir John Simon sera assisté par sir 
John Pratt, particulièrement versé 
dans les questions touchant à l’Ex
trême-Orient, par M. Cadogan, par 
son secrétaire particulier, sir Walter 
Selby, et par sir Arthur Willert, ' 
conseiller du service de presse.

Le vicomte Cecil, délégué britan
nique à‘la S.D.N., a quitté Londres, 
quelques heures après sir John Simon, 
pour se rendre également ^la séance 
du conseil.

Il est à noter que; {ians les milieux 
diplomatiques de Londres, on envisage 
sous un jour plus optimiste le conflit 
sino-japonais. On observe en effet que, 
dans la dernière résolution votée par 
le conseil de la S.D.N., aucune date n’a 
été mentionnée pour l’évacuation de la 
Mandchourie et que cette absence de 
limite de temps ne peut que contribuer

M.Ybshüiàwa Tà'gauche) reçoit, à la 
I a gare du Nord, M. Matsudeira

Iipaiser les susceptibilités de Tomo. 
estime également que les commè

res de la presse britannique et Te 
presse française, ainsi que les ri- 
ites déclarations publiques de lom| 
iy, de sir Herbert Samuel et de sir â 
in Simon lui-même ont eu* un eK ■ “ 
orable sur l’opinion publique ah ! 
)on en montrant '* qu’à Londres 
nme à Paris on n’est animé d’aucun I 
•ti pris contre lé. Japon et qu’on me 
connaît ni sesuntérêts légitimes/ni 
. droits acquit ]

Ces remarquas fortifient l’espérance 
que l’on* nour».it à Paris et dans les 
milieux autorisés, d’arriver à une solu
tion du conflit sino-japonais.

nour%25c2%25bb.it
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From the Embassy at Paris.

xtract from LE POPULAIRE, November 16, 1931 o

La deriiiere occasion
---------- >-«» ----------

W /e Conseil de la Société des 
,?|y. , Nations s’assemble aujour- 
*| 1 d’hirf à Paris. Nous déplo

yons de ne pouvoir lui sou
haiter une plus cordiale bien
venue.

Qu’il ne se le dissimule pas : 
jvis-à-vis de l’affaire sino-japo- 
naise, devenue la gq&r#& sino-ja- 
tyonaise, il a conduit l’opinion 
publique de déception en décep- 
lion. Il a manqué de courage, de, 
(clairvoyance, j’oserai presque dire 
ide dignité. Il n’a su répondre à 
An attentat flagrant que par le 
ménagement et la temporisation. 
ISans s’incliner précisément de
vant la force, il n’a pas su rom
pre avec elle, soulever et armer 
-contre elle la conscience univer
selle. '

'Comprendra-t-il enfin la faute 
commise et les conséquences 
funestes qu’elle engendrerait en 
jse prolongeant ? Nous le souhai
tons, avec d’autant, plus d’ardeur 
que nous avions fondé .plus d’es
poir sur l’organisme de Genève. 
Mais nous n’osons plus guère y 
croire. Cependant, aujourd’hui, 
tous les voiles sont déchirés. Le 
Conseil ne se trouve plus en pré
sence des prodromes hypocrites 
ide la guerre, mais de la guerre 
elle-même, de la guerre ouverte, 
presque déclarée. Le Japon a si
gné le covenant ; il est même une 
des puissances fondatrices de la 
(Société des Nations. Il a adhéré 
Æui. fecte Kellogg.-J1 est lié par Je s 
eoriiWtlWs d’arbitrage. S'il* peut 
impunément « recourir à la guer
re » contre un voisin sans dé
fense, s’il peut, au nom de sa force 
et de la conscience qu’il a de sa 
force, renier ses engagements, 
mettre en échec (et en défi les pro
cédures internationales, tout l’édi
fice de Genève s’ébranle du coup. 
A quoi bon parler désormais d’or
ganisation juridique de la Paix ? 
Sous quel désaveu dérisoire s’ou- 
ivrira la Conférence de Désarme
ment ? Que devient la Société des 
(Nations elle-même ?

Le Conseil tient aujourd’hui 
dans ses mains l’honneur et 
l’existence même de la S. D. N. 
En vain nous objectera-t-on ou’il 
est impuissant, que la règflr de 
l’unanimité l’enchaîne, que le Ja
pon invoque déjà l’illégalité des 
décisions préparatoires sans son 
aveu. La Société des Nations n’a 
Je raison d’être que dans la me
sure où elle se montre capable 
d’empêcher les conflits armés 
entre les puissances qui y parti
cipent. Là est pour elle la fin et 
par conséquent la loi suprême. 
Si la règle de l’unanimité y fait 
(obstacle, qu’elle ait le courage 
sortir, de la rompre. Que, pour 
remplir sa fonction et obéir à sa 
‘loi, elle n’hésite pas à violer sa 
légalité formelle. Si un acte révo
lutionnaire peut seul préserver la 
paix, qu’elle ne tarde pas plus, 

। longtemps à l’accomplir.
N'hésitons pas d’ailleurs a le 

proclamer une fois de plus. La 
I Tègle de l’unanimité est pour la 
S D. M un, germe mortel, auquel 

I on ne peut permettre de se déve
lopper davantage. L’exemple du 
Japon devrait mettre un terme a 

1 toutes les hésitations. Il est incon- 
1 cevable et intolérable que 1 action 
internationale puisse être paraly- 

I sée par le veto de la puissance | 
Précisément intéressée à s’y sous
traire, La règle de l’unanimité a 
lété introduite pour réserver les

souverainetés nationales. Mais si 
l’on prétend réserver dans leur 
intégrité les souverainetés natio
nales, il n’y a plus de Société des 
Nations.

Retenons enfin, pour notre pro
pagande, cette circonstance essen
tielle. Pourquoi le Japon se déro
be-t-il à l’intervention de la 
S. D. N., à la décision éventuelle 
des arbitres ? Parce qu’il est armé, 
parce qu’il se sent le plus fort, 
parce que la force crée la tenta
tion d’user de la force. Nous som
mes dome fondés à affirmer que le 
désarmement est la vraie garan
tie, la vraie caution, la vraie 
sanction des procédures arbitra
les. Le cas japonais illustre avec 
éclat notre formule : 'Sécurité par 
l’arbitrage et le désarmement.

Sans doute en remontant aux 
causes, nous trouverions à l’agres
sion japonaise non pas des excu
ses — la guerre n’a jamais d’ex
cuse — mais des explications. Le 
Japon ne peut plus nourrir sur 
son étroit chapelet d'îles volca
niques une population' qui croît 
avec une terrible rapidité. Si la 
S. D. N. avait eu, en temps oppor
tun, la sagesse de poser ce dange
reux problème des migrations, si 
elle avait eu l’énergie de prendre 
position contre le protectionnisme 
humain, plus barbare et plus re
doutable pour la paix que tous les 
autres, elle aurait exercé la véri
table action de prévention contre 
te conflit actuel. "Souhaitons que 
•cette leçon non plus ne soit pas 
perdue, mais les causes ne sont 
pas des justifications. Un fait do
mine tout : la guerre, non plus 
seulement la menace, mais la réa
lité de la guerre. Si elle n’est pas 
arrêtée sur l’heure, elle aura'fait 
une victime de plus : l’organisa
tion de la Paix.

LEO1J BLUM
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I La tâche difficile 
ide la Conférence 

sino-japonaise

F
in octobre dernier, le Con^il, 

de la S. D. N., limité dans son 
action par la clause irréalisa

ble de l’unanimité, dut s’arrêter à 
un compromis. Il fit donc des vœux, 
il adressa des recommandations à 
deux de ses associés en conflit : la 
Chine et le J apon.

C’est alors que Tokio formula les 
cinq pointé fondamentaux sans les
quels l’accord lui semblait impos
sible. Nankin, tout en affirmant sa 
volonté de conciliation, n’y put 
souscrire complètement.

Les incidents se multiplièrent en 
Mandchourie. *

En ce moment même, d’impor
tantes opérations militaires se 
poursuivent sur la rivière Nonm.

M. Aristide Briand, assumant une 
tâche singulièrement ardue, câbla 
en Extrême-Orient, du 29 octobre 
au 7 novembre, des notés pleines de 
sagesse auxquelles il fut répondu 
avec une courtoisie toute diploma
tique.

Et voici, de nouveau, ce matin 
même, le Conseil devant l’obstacle, 
dans le salon de l’Horloge, au Quai 
d’Orsay.

Ce grave problème de la paix, et 
de la guerre est dominé, bien moins 
par le droit inscrit dans les traités 
que par des faits difficilement con
trôlables, à quelques mille lieues de 
Paris.

Le Japon se dit toujours prêt à 
évacuer les territoires qu’il occupe 
au sud de la ligne de l’Est chinois, 
mais il exige des garanties pour la 
sécurité de ses ressortissants et l’ex
ploitation normale du chemin de 
fer de Alandchouxi^

La Chine «a^œrtte de promettre, 
mais on veut^drdtf^r de ses possi
bilités. Tout semble encore condi
tionné par des; mais et. des si...*

Et voilà l’imbroglio, il faut dire 
le casse-tête chinois, sur lequel doit 
se .prononcer le Conseil de la So- 

’cieté des^Natfotts; 7 *
On peut se depa^nder, encore au

jourd’hui, s’il convenait de mettre 
à une si grave épreuve l’organisme 
de Genève et, par surcroît, la pré
cieuse autorité de M. Aristide 
Briand.

Certes, l’avantage du règlement 
d’un nouveau différend internatio
nal ne serait pas sans valeur, à 
l’actif de la S. D. N., mais l’échec 
peut compromettre l’avenir et jeter 
un 'doute dans l’esprit des peuples 
qui se plaisent à mettre toute leur 
confiance dans le grand conseil in* 
ternational. , . > ,

D’autre part, le désir légitime 
d’entraîner les Etats-Unis dans la 
Société genevoise pouvait-il com
penser ï’inévitable complication 
que devait provoquer la participa
tion américaine aux débats de Cette 

1 sorte de tribunal des conflits ? 
k Autant de questions à poser,

auxquelles il est trop facile de ré
pondre.

Il serait donc présomptueux 
d’attendre de cette troisième con
férence sino-japonaise des résul
tats complets, c’est-à-dire un règle
ment définitif.

Les, deux nations en cause en 
viendront, semble-t-il, à des négo
ciations directes, après quelques es
carmouches. On est en droit de re
gretter qu’elles n’aient pas su com
mencer par où elles vont finir.

Nous en sommes à exprimer le 
vœu que les négociations en cours 
n’aggravent ricg^ iam il paraît im
probable qu’elles puissent rien ré
soudre.

LE.QUOTIDIEN.
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££ CONSEIL 
DE LA S. D. N. 
ET LA PAIX 
ASIATIQUE

Le conseil de lu S.D.N.se réunit 
aujourd'hui pour connaître du 
conflit sino-japonais.

La situation est sérieuse. Les 
Japonais paraissent aujourd'hui 
aussi résolus à jouer la partie con
tre les Chinois qu'ils étaient ré
solus en 1904 à la jouer contre les 
Russes !

Ici, tout ce qui souhaite le dé
sordre et l'utilisation des gros 
armements, vole au secours du 
gouvernement de Tokio.

Il n'est pas défendu de penser 
que d'aucuns espèrent qu'une 
avance japonaise en Mandchourie 
mettrait fin cause la puissance 
moscovite !

On pourrait ainsi atteindre par 
l'Asie l'U.R.S.S. qu'on a renoncé 
à atteindre par l'Europe.

Beau moment pour tous ceux 
qui veulent l'échec de la conféren
ce du désarmement.

Les Nippons, désavoués publi
quement, reçoivent donc des en
couragements secrets qui expli
quent leur superbe.

La Chine anarchique et fiévreu
se n'offre évidemment pas la ré
plique qui conviendrait.

Les uns calculent, les autres 
intriguent, des haines séculaires 
heurtent des ambitions neuves !

Des vents d'Occident soufflent 
sur les vieilles passions orienta
les et les pays sont travaillés par 
des mouvements contradictoires I

Les Japonais précis, organisés, 
pensent que l'heure est venue de 
réaliser une emprise sur ces lieux 
dont, au lendemain de la victoire 
de Moùkden, l'arbitrage du pré
sident Roosevelt les empêcha d'ê
tre vraiment les suzerains.

La tâche du ^conseil sera dure.
Mais la question est pour lui.d'im
portance capitale. Il doit .marquer 
son autorité et faire prévaloir son 
arbitrage, sous " peine de n'étre 
plus qu'un syndicat d'insuffisan
ce.

Nous faisons a ce. propos con- ! 
fiance à M. Aristide Briand.

« Encore... » diront certains.
Oui, « encore », et pour la rai

son excellente que* la paix n'est 
jamais vaintue quand on ne se ré
signe pas à sa défaite.

I Toutes les guerres sont nées du 
'fait que quelque, part, quelqu'un 
* finissait, par les considérer com-± 
< me fatales ! , - ï

Nous verrons si les soutiens dis- - 
crets du Japon sauront passer de 
T encouragement ""privé à l'encou
ragement public. ,

Les peuples attendent. M. Briand 
depuis six ans* a toujours été 
leur Anter^prète^ LTest une for- 

|ce, c'est même une force si redou-" 
|fad/e que beaucoup ont essayé" 
■ de la ruiner, mais que nul n'a osé" 
IZa défier. P . . "
I Gabriel CUDENET. ■

S.D.N.se
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LE CONSEIL 
DE LA S.D.N. 
ET LA PAIX 
ASIA TIQ UE

I ’ «n 4W '' 1'Ç*
Le conseil de la S.D.N. se réunit 

aujourd'hui pour connaître du 
conflit sino-japonais.

La situation est sérieuse. Les 
Japonais paraissent aujourd'hui 
aussi résolus à jouer la partie con
tre les Chinois qu'ils étaient ré
solus en 1904 à la jouer contre les 
Russes !

Ici, tout ce qui souhaite le dé
sordre et l'utilisation des gros 
armements, vole au secours du 
gouvernement de Tokio.

Il n'est pas défendu de penser 
que d'aucuns espèrent qu'une 
avance japonaise en Mandchourie 
mettrait en cause la puissance 
moscovite ! v

On pourrait ainsi atteindre par 
l'Asie l'U.R.S.S. qu'on a renoncé 
à atteindre par l'Europe.

Beau moment pour tous ceux 
qui veulent l'échec de la conféren
ce du désarmement.

Les Nippons, désavoués publi
quement, reçoivent donc des en
couragements secrets qui expli
quent leur superbe.

La Chine anarchique et fiévreu
se n'offre évidemment pas la ré
plique qui conviendrait.

Les uns calculent, les autres 
intriguent, des haines séculaires 
heurtent des ambitions neuves !

Des vents d'Occident soufflent 
sur les vieilles passions orienta
les et les pays sont travaillés par 
des mouvements contradictoires ï

Les Japonais précis, organisés, 
pensent que l'heure est venue de 
réaliser une emprise sur ces lieux 
dont, au lendemain de la victoire 
de Moukden, l'arbitrage du pré
sident Roosevelt les empêcha d'e
tre vraiment M suzerains.

La tâche^dù conseil sera dure. 
Mais la question est pour lui d'im
portance capitale. H doit .marquer 
son autorité et faire prévaloir son 
arbitrage, sous peine de n'être 
plus qu'un syndicat d'insuffisan
ce.

Nous faisons à ce propos con- ‘ 
fiance à M. Aristide Briand.

« Encore... » diront certains.
Oui, « encore », et pour la rai

son excellente que* la paix n'est 
jamais vaincue quand on ne se ré
signe pas à sa défaite.

I Toutes les guerres sont nées du 
’'fait que quelque, part, quelqu'un 
I finissait par les considérer com- 
( me fatales ! '

Nous verrons si les soutiens dis
crets du Japon sauront passer de 
T encouragement privé à l'encou
ragement public.

Les peuples attendent. M. Briand 
depuis six ans** a toujours été 
leur interprète^ LTest^une for-' 

Ice, c'est même une force si redou-B 
[table que beaucoup ont essaz/éB 
Ide la ruiner, mais que nul n'a osé] 
■ Za défier. r ■
L Gabriel CUDENET. I
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EW 

793.94/2888

In the light of recent developments, it would seem 

that all attempts to differentiate between one or another 

of the administrative branches of the Japanese Government 
'' . and the Government itself must, for the time being at least, 

be given up. Japanese military forces have occupied South 

Manchuria and have announced that they will not withdraw 

until a settlement with China has been arrived at. The 

Japanese Foreign Office confirms this. The Japanese nation 

appears solidly to approve. Whatever may have been the 

political situation in China on and before September 18, 
the occupation of Manchuria and the announcement of inten
tions are now the acts of the Japanese State. That State 

declares that it will continue the occupation until China 

has come to terms.

This constitutes unquestionably a declaration of inten
tion to use force in pursuit of an objective of policy.

The problem confronting the American Government and the 
3

League of Nations is no longer that of preventing war or a 3 
■’3> 

breach of treaties; the question which we are called upon t^ ■ 
answer is, force having been used, treaties having been broken,

Chinese
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Chinese territory being in occupation of a Japanese armed 

force and Japan having demanded that China make treaties 

under the pressure of that force, what are we going to do 
about it?

There has been a good deal of convassing of possibilities 

It is understood that none of the powers have any thought 
of using armed force in meeting this situation.

It appears to be conceded that withdrawal of diplomatic 

representatives would serve no useful purpose.

Thought is being given to the possibility of application 
by the League of economic sanctions.

Thought also is being given to the possibility of some 

type of official denunciation of Japan as a law breaker.
It seems desirable that before proceeding far with the 

discussion of possible courses of action which might be or 

should be entered upon at the present stage, a clear concep
tion of present objectives be arrived at. Keeping in mind 

the fact that Japan is in possession in South Manchuria and 

has announced that she intends to stay there until the 

Chinese give them satisfaction, is there any action which 

the powers can take which will alter that situation? I 

think there is none that would directly and immediately cause 

Japan to reconsider or to withdraw from her present position 

and attitude.
There are, however, steps which the powers might take 

which, if taken, would amount to more morally than anything 
that
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that they have done so far and would have a more of advan

tageous and less of disadvantageous effect practically 

than would any of the various measures which have been con

sidered in inter-powers discussions so far. Nothing is going 

to alter the fact that Japan has broken treaties, that she 

occupies Manchuria, that she defies the powers^and that they 

cannot put her out. But the powers can, if they will, take 

steps toward preventing her from profiting by what she has r 

done; and in so doing they can bring the diplomatic situation 

to a state of equtdlDi ,
Japan's declaration that she intends to make use of her 

present position in Manchuria to compel China to conclude 

with her a new treaty (or an agreement confirming old treaties) 

constitutes a repudiation by Japan of her obligations under 

various multilateral treaties and a defiance by her of the 

other signatories of those treaties. Can the powers afford 

to let this happen without promptly expressing themselves?

It is believed that the powers should forthwith serve 

notice that they will recognize no treaties which Japan may 

conclude with China under these circumstances. This would 

be sufficient reply to Japan. It would be a step which 

could be taken by any or all powers without reference to the 

fact that we are not all signatories of all of the treaties 

under which action might be taken. It would involve no 

question of use of force or of sanctions of any sort. It 

would conflict with no action or position^hither^takenjand 

would
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would establish no limitations as to action which may be 

hereafter\taken). As a notice, it could later, if and 

when circumstances might warrant, be canceled or revoked.

Such a step would show that the powers "mean business”. 

It would give the Pact of Paris ”teeth". It would answer 

the charge that the League and the various governments are 

impotent.

It is believed that it is the only step on which there 

is likelihood that all of the powers could readily and 

promptly be brought to agree.

FE-.SKH/ZMF
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Collect
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OR

Telegram Sent

Beparf nwnt of ^taf e

1—138 TO BE TRANSMITTED 

CONFIDENTIAL CODE 

NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE 
PLAIN

Charge to 
$

Washington,

November 23, 1931, 
10 pnu

Amembassy,

Paris t France-

793.94/2888A

CONFIDENTIAL^ FOr/dAWES j^ROM STIMSON* /

Myf ^89 ofzNovember 23f 6 pnu

If the /Council Should/ find/ serious difficulty in/gaining x 

the consent of 6hina/to the/Council proposaljas it now .stand» / 

I thinl/that Sriand flight well/insist that/Japan Should furthe/ 

agreef/iherei^ to an >immedi ate/evacuation/'off TsitsiharThere 

ar of no ^Japanese /nationals/ to be' protected/in that looality/and noy 

legitimate/object in/remaining^there./ The occupation o^Tsitsihar^and 

th|é losses inflicted7upon thd Chinese/defenders/have made a most/ 

painful^impression throughout éur^press. /Insistence/upon^immediat^ 

retirement|would tend td support the/ League’s 'position/and^ielp/ 

Chinese government^ to obtair^ popula/ support/in accepting the Council 

proposal; I ami cabling Tokyc/urging immediate^withdrawal/and alsoy 
w 

warningj Japan that furtherexpedition to/ Chi/ichoy, aslforecast in the 

press/wouldj in my opinion/render Zany further/efforts/at/conciliation / 

useless*

STIMSON

S
Enciphered by_________________

Sent by operator... ..M.t_____________ _ ________________________

Index Bu.—No. 50. B. aomXMKNT FBIXTWO OWK»: 1M» 1—138



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By_ 0. NARS, Date

V

(lû. CxbuyYvcJx ■yto-UA) t 3



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By O- cflmfrAws NARS, Date /3-/Î-7S-



t

DECLASSIFIED: r ‘
Department of State letter, August
By 0» nars ,

E.O. H652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(b) or (e) 
- * ■ 10, 1972

Date

1 138 
PREPARING OFFICE 

WILL INDICATE WHETHER

Collect
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Telegram Sent 1—138

Beparhtwttt of
■Vs- X’ \ Washington,

, November

TO BE TRANSMITTED 

CONFIDENTIAL CODE 

NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE
PLAIN

Amembassy,

Tokyo, Japan,

MH

23, 1931, 
10 p BU

4 '
TRIPLE PRIORITY"

CONFIDENTIAL FOR FORBES FROM STIMSON,

My 240, November 2J, 7 pnu
' < I / / /

Please add to my message to Shidehara that my support of1 the

Council proposal containing the Japanese proposal for an impartial
( | iinvestigation is also conditioned upon the immediate withdrawal

i i '( 1 iof the Japanese troops from Tsitsihar which he assured me through
/ ' ( ( <' . /

Ambassador Debuchi would take place. There are no Japanese nationals 

to be protected in that locality and the occupation of Tsitsihar 

793.94/2888B

and the heavy losses inflicted upon the Chinese defenders have already 

made aZmost painful impression throughout this country^^Failure to

z . 1 i . / i
withdraw from Tsitsihar and any similar expedition to Chinchow, would 

in my opinion render any further efforts at conciliation between 

the two nation&0T*quite futile.

STIMSON

S

Enciphered by

Sent by operator ..M. 19.

Index Bu.—No. 50. 1—138
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Cablegrams: J In™»ssion, New York 
( Inmisco, London

National Missionary Council of Australia 
Société Belge de Missions Protestantes au Congo 
National Christian Council of China
Conseil Protestant du Congo
Dansk Missionsraad
Deutscher Evangelischer Missionsbund
Société des Missions Evangéliques de Paris
Conference of Missionary Societies in Great

Britain and Ireland

I Missions° ES* ( China Inland Mission

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL
Composed of the following Organizations

National Christian Council of India, Burma, and 
Ceylon

National Christian Council of Japan
Korean National Christian Council
Committee on Cooperation in Latin America
Near East Christian Council
Commissi e van Advies (The Netherlands)
Netherlands India
National Missionary Council of New Zealand
Norsk Missionsraad

... i New York: Caledonia 9137Telephone: { £ondon; Sloane 1425

Foreign Missions Conference of North America 
(United States and Canada)

National Christian Council of the Philippine
Islands

National Christian Council of Siam
Missionary Societies of South Africa
SUOMEN LAHETYSNEUVOSTO
Svenska Missionsradet
Association of Missionary Societies in Switzer

land

Chairman: John R. Mott, 230 Park Avenue, New York City-

Dr . Stanley K. Hornbeck, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Hornbeck:

We have been ur^ed<b;
to send a message to both the National Christian Council China 
Christian Council in Japan.

iy responsible people ifa our coiistituencv^
.1 Christian C.nnnn.H a, . _ __ Yl 'and the National

suggested•
I enclose a tentative draft of such a message as has been

I send this for your information and als0 to ask* o to ask for vo'
Please let me know whether the Department of State w ih h 
•A a. « m « am» -I m ». a.. a -m a o o c er c ’"Ta a ma -a 1 „ « Ilü. V U

your
..j any 

committee

counsel
objection to our sending such a message. We are planning to'V'^
meeting at noon on Wednesday. November 25th. and I shall be J8* 
if you would let me know by that time if you have any obieo-j-fobliged 
as proposed. Options to the action

Yours very

Enc. 
al;v/ies

N
O
V 25 1931
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/ November 23, 1931»

To:
The National Christian Council in China - '

The National Christian Council in Japan

The Federal Council of Churches and Foreign Missions Conference 

representing American Christian people deeply concerned Manchurian situation. 

Peaceful settlement highly important for world disarmament conference and enduring 

world peace. Without prejudgment issues earnestly suggest Christian forces Japan 

China renew efforts influence governments seek peaceful solution observing Paris 

-Pact. We join our prayers with yours for peace.

(Signed) Gulick
Warnshuis.
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The Honorable Henry L. 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Secretary:

TELEPHONE CORTLANDT 7-8317 
^CABLES WEYERS. NEW YORK

16^ BroadwayRE0&1VW

EAR EASTERN QUESTION

I received a letter from a Japanese - who some

years ago was New York Manager of Mitsui & Company and now is 

one of the Directors of Mitsui in Tokio, Japan. The communica

tion so finely gives the Japanese side of the question that 

several friends - big in business affairs - think that in justice 

to Japan, I should let yojjzsee the sight of same. Therefore, 

I beg to enclose Mr. Fukui’s letter dated October 20th and copy 

of my reply.

Will you please return the enclosures to me when 

you are through with them, and oblige,

Sincerely yours
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Copy:MLM:SS
Comp : -

116, 6chome, Aoyama-minamicho, 
Akasakaku, Tokyo, Japan.

Sept. 5th, 1931.
Mr. Bruro Weyers,

165 Broadway,
New York City, N. Y., 

U. S. A.

Dear Mr. Weyers

More than two decades have been passed since I 

saw you last. The memory cf the wonderful and most 

enjoyable time Mrs. Fukui and myself have spent with 

you and Mrs. Weyers at your beautiful home has never 

failed from our recollection and is always afresh in 

our mind. Indeed, we often think of you both as a 

rememberance of our happy stay in your country. Our 

mutual friend Mr. E. W. Frazar who has given me the 

address of yours, was kind enough to tell me the recent 

well beings about you, and I hasten to drop a few lines 

to tell you how I am glad to know it, reminding me 

those olden times we met together a auarter century 

ago. Please be rest assured that we unfailingly 

treasure the friendship we enjoyed with you and with the 

people of your country which made our life in America 

so interesting and beneficial.

Hoping
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Hoping you will find that in best of health, and

with kind regards to Mrs Weyers to which Mrs. Fukui

joins me most heartily

Yours very sincerely

F. FUKUI

PI
W

w
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Copy:MLM:SS
Comp :

116, 6 chôme Minamicho, 
Aoyama, Akasaka-ku, Tokyo, 

Japan.

October 20, 1931.

Mr. Bruno Weyers
165, Broadway, 

New York City, 
N. Y. U. S. A.

My Dear Mr. Weyers

Thank you for your telegram of the 15th inst., and 

note that you have received my letter of the 5th Sept, 

last. I greatly appreciate your kind remarks about 

this country's stand on the League question.

With regard to the Japan-China trouble, I hope 

sooner or later the world understands how and why Japan 

took the stand she is now so firmly and determinately 

taking and I sincerely trust your country will be the 

first to realize and appreciate Japan's right. So far, 

it is very unfortunate that the real aim of China is 

misapprehended by the world at large and it seems to 

us that their propaganda always overrules the essential 

cause of the trouble; they are spreading over, all the 

time, among their own people the antipathetic feeling 

towards Japan even inserting it in their National Readers

to
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to be taught among their young generation, materializing 

it by boycott etc. etc. injuring the honour and fame 

of Japan, thus planting the very source of the nations' 

ouarrel, for the hidden object of swallowing up the 

treaty of 1915 under a false charge of being signed by 

duress and thus annuling the Japan's rights on Manchuria, 

the rights Japan legally won after two decisive wars 

fought with the nation's existence at stake. No weapon 

would therefore be possible to let the people of Japan 

to concede in the point, and hence she is so firmly 

standing and fighting the case most decidedly. I 

really hope that your Government and people will soon see 

our points and assist us in solving the trouble without 

further confusion and delay.

It would be next to impossible to understand the 

psychology of China and the Chinese, especially so in 

so apart a country as in America—more so unless a 

nation has direct and serious touch with them. I trust 

your people see us from the precedents what and how 

we dealt with and handled international affairs so-to- 

for, under the unfailing doctrine of the "Bushi-do"— 

a doctrine of the justice and righteousness—by which our 

people are all brought up.

Hoping you will find this letter in best of your 
health, and with kind regards, 

Yours sincerely,

F. FUKUI
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165 BROADWAY

NEW YORK

November 14, 1931

My dear Mr. Fukui

I was delighted to get your letter of September 5th. 
It was wonderful to hear from you after a lapse of a 
quarter of a century. This illustrates what a gr°at 
thing memory is - to take one ba.ck to a friendship 
25 years ago.

I have also received your fine communication of 
October 20th in acknowledgment of my cable, and I was 
very glad to receive same - telling as it did the Japanes 
side of the Far Eastern trouble.

In the -first place, I did not answer yours of Septem 
ber 5th sooner, because I wanted to give a fitting reply 
to you - and I am now in my country home - Supawina Farm, 
Wayne, New Jersey - writing to you - not the farm that I 
had when Mrs. Fukui and you honored us with a visit. We 
now have a place of 30 acres - Tennis Court - Swimming 
pool - three horses for the four daughters - although two 
of our girls are married - so only two are still home. 
I do hope Mrs. Fukui and you will again visit America 
so that the Weyers family may a^ain have the honor of a 
visit from you Folks. May we expect you sometime? 
Mrs. Weyers and I have often spoken about Mrs. Fukui 
and you.

Now maybe, you would like to hear something from 
one American - myself - what he thinks about his ex
periences with the Japanese over a long business period.

I
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I came in contact with a great many during that long 
time-and never had one unpleasant experience. On the 
contrary, they were delightful - like with your goodself • 
leaving- only pleasant memories. Many a time I have been 
tricked out of money with Americans, but not once by a 
Japanese. Furthermore, many lovely gifts in my home are 
from Japanese - just in appreciation for some little 
courtesy rendered. I well remember when I was New York 
Manager of Frazar and Sale, I had a Japanese in my employ 
for about six years - his name was Mr. Kasahara. When he 
received a cable to go home to Japan - a great friendship 
had sprung up between us - and when we shook hands 
goodbye, he had tears in his eyes and he said "I don't 
want to leave you". Well, to make a long story short, 
for six years just before Christmas I would receive 
a beautiful gift expressing his love for me - but the 
seventh year I did not hear from him - and the reason was 
because he had passed on - he was no longer on this 
plane of existence - he had gone on to his God. I 
shall never forget that friendship - the loyal friendship 
of a Japanese.

Referring to your letter of October 20th, it so 
beautifully gives the Japanese side of the case that I 
have taken the liberty of showing it to some of my 
dear business friends and it has made a profound impres
sion on them. I read it to seven friends at a luncheon 
this week and do you know some of them thought that in 
justice to your Nation I should send your communication 
on to Secretary of State Stimson.

I have a soft spot in my heart for Japan and the 
Japanese and I will tell you why. Forty-nine years ago 
when I was twelve years old, I started my business 
career in the Japan ard China trade as office boy for 
Frazar and Company (wixh Mr. E. W. Frazar's father) and 
finally became New York Manager. During that time I 
had a good deal to do in the pioneer da.ys of opening up 
business between Japan and the United States. In those 
days Mr. E. W. Frazar's father had only two helpers in 
New York City, a Mr. Wallace Peck and myself and we three 
started the Raw Cotton shipments from New York City to 
Japan via the Suez Canal Steamers - the next year we 
started this Raw Cotton business from Houston, Texas and 
other southern points via overland route to San Francisco 
to Japan. We opened up the Northern Pacific Railroad

with
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with Japan by putting on sailing vessels to bring tea 
from Japan to Tacoma - then we put on steamers - then 
Frazar and Company dropped the Northern Pacific Agency 
and we opened up the Canadian Pacific Railway with Japan 
by putting on sailing ships — then came the steamers 
Parthia, Abyssinia and Batavia - we held the Canadian 
Pacific Agency for a long while. We started the 
Canadian Pacific Railway in taking piece goods 
(sheetings, drills and jeans) from New England Mill points 
in the United States to China - also raw cotton shipments 
from New York City via Canadian Pacific to Vancouver to 
Japan.

Frazar and Company put the first Baldwin locomotive 
in Japan. We secured the Agency of the General Electric 
Company for Japan and installed Electric Light Plants 
in many of the Japanese cities. Then we took on the 
Westinghouse Electric Manufacturing Company Agency, and 
so it went from one thing to another - many things.

In my office a couple of months ago was Mr. William H 
Brenner an Electrical Engineer - whom we sent to Japan to 
install the first Electric Light Plant in the Mikado’s 
Palace. I well remember the Japanese who was sent on to 
this Country - Professor Fujika. I had the handling of 
the shipment of this order - about $100,000 worth of 
material.

As for the start of the South Manchurian Railway 
contracts, I think you know the part I took in this. 
I got my firm to send two men to South Manchuria to 
exploit the manufactures of the American Car & Foundry 
Company and other manufactures of railway materials. It 
is on record that my old firm took me to task for 
making contracts with American Manufacturers to exploit 
their wares — saying if you were out here you never would 
have committed the concern to the expense of sending men 
to South Manchuria and after we secured the big railroad 
orders for cars, locomotives, steel rails, etc. I said 
it was probably a good thing that I never had been in 
the Far East, because I would have seen through the 
î™eT blY? BPect*cles''. Another incident of manv years 
ago I well remember is how Mr. Thomas A. Edison - who has 
just passed on - entrusted Mr. E. W. Frazar’s father with 
the presentation of an Edison Phonograph to the Empress 
of Japan - China and Korea. I had the care of the ship
ment of these machines by express to the Far East.

I
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I could go on writing a lot more why I feel so 
close to Japan - but I do not want to bore you further. 
But some day maybe we will meet either in Japan or the 
United States and then we will have a fine talk together.

During the World War I acted as New York Agent of 
the Hudson's Bay Company who were the Transport Agents of 
the French Government for foodstuffs. I had 300 ships 
under my jurisdiction, loading from every port in the 
United States and Canada to France, for which work I 
received the Cross of the Legion of Honor. This work 
entailed the shipment of over eight and a half million 
tons of foodstuffs.

In closing I want to say my sympathy in this Far 
East question is with Japan and I hope the World at large 
will see the Japanese side of it.

I will be glad to hear from you at any time.

Yours sincerely,

BRUNO WEYERS

Mr. F. Fukui, 
116, 6 chôme Minamicho, 
Aoyama, Akasaka-ku, Tokyo 
Japan
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In reply refer to
FE -=

Mr. Bruno Weyers,
165 Broadway, 

Wew York, Nev York. 
Sir:

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter 
of November 16, 1931, bringing to the attention 
of the Department certain correspondence between 
you and Mr. F. Fukui, 116, 6 chôme Minamicho, Aoyama, 
Akasaka-ku, Tokyo, Japan, which has been read with 
interest.

The enclosures to your letter are herewith 
returned.

Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State:

793.94/2890

Harwell M. Hamilton, 
Assistant Chief, 

Enclosures: Division of Far Eastern Affairs.
CorresDOndence
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Proposal to send a Commission to China.

vember.20, 1931

Our efforts, and those of the League, have so far 

been directed toward a restoration of peaceful conditions 

in Manchuria through a return to the status quo ante, and 

an insistence that Japan should not settle her differences 

with China under threat of military force. Japan has gone 

ahead and is now in full military occupâtion of all the 

important strategic points in south Manchuria. It appears 

from Yoshizawa’s statement before the Council on November 

18 that Japan means to hold this position until she has 

reached a settlement with China on her own terms.

If a commission, such as has been proposed, should be 

sent to China, leaving the military situation and other 

matters as they are, would it not (a) amount to an accept

ance of the status quo established by the Japanese military 

occupation and a recognition of Japan’s de facto position 

in Manchuria thus established; and (b) imply surrender on 

the fundamental point for which we have thus far stood? 

Would not this objection apply whether the commission were 

for the purpose of making recommendations or merely a 
fact-finding body? /

/ ©' 
The principal possible advantages of sending su£h a 

commission would appear to be fa) that it might afford "the 

League

D
EW 

793.94/2891
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League a way out of its present impasse and (b) that it 

would give time for the situation in Japan to cool off 

and keep the way open for further attempts to settle the 

issues by negotiation.

It may be doubted whether a commission would contribute 

much to our knowledge of the essential facts. The facts 

relate to two sets of events: (1) occurrences before 

September 18; (2) Japan’s military and other activities on 

and since September 18. We are now trying to deal with the 

latter. A commission would be likely to lead us away from 

that and draw our attention to the former - which involves 

the question of the long-standing issues as contrasted with 

the question of breaches of the Covenant and the treaties 

with which we are immediately concerned.

Whether or not such a commission should be sent^whether 

under Article 11 or under Article 15 of the Covenant^would 

seem to be a question for the League to decide.

With special reference to Simon’s inquiry "whether in 

case under Article 15 a commission of the League members 

is sent to report on the situation the United States would 

be inclined to appoint a member or if not a member an 

associate investigator" (Paris’ 765, November 18):

The commission referred to is to be appointed and to 

function under Article 15 of the Covenant and would there

fore be a part of the machinery of the League with which 

we could not consistently be associated by appointing a

member
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member*

As to appointing an "associate investigator" this 

might also identify us with the machinery of the League 

further than would be advisable and might moreover inter

fere with the free working of the commission appointed by 

the League.

Such an association with a League commission might 

lead to further complications whether (a) an "associate 

investigator" concurred with the findings of the League 

commission, in which case the question of further action 

under Article 16 might arise; or (b) in case our investi

gator dissented in whole or in part from the findings of 

the commission such divergence of view would require 

explanation which might give rise to renewed doubts of 

our support of the League in its efforts.

It seems advisable that we retain our independence of 

action, as we have from the first; that we decline, for 

the reasons given, to take part in such a commission 

either as a member or as an "associate investigator"; and 

that we reserve, until the occasion shall arise, our 

decision as to whether or not, should such a commission 

be sent by the League, we should send our own independent 

observers on a similar mission*

As the situation now presents itself, is it not the 

logical thing, so far as we are concerned, for us together 

with the co-signatories of the Pact of Paris and the Nine-

Power
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Power Treaty to join in making a reservation of our rights 

under any treaties or arrangements which, may be made 

between Japan and China under existing conditions, leaving 

it to time and circumstances to wear down the martial 

excitement in Japan and give an opportunity quietly to work 

out plans for a satisfactory solution by negotiation?

FE:SKH:EJL
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The Secretary of State / fH
!*/ S

"■ Dr. Hawkling Yen, Chinese Chargé d.’Affaires

(Present: Mr. Hornbeck and Mr. Yu, First 

Secretary, Chinese Legation) 793

Dr. Yen called and presented to the Secretary his
\\ cd

* credentials. 

The conversation turned on the subject of the f\D
© 

Manchuria situation. In the course thereof Dr. Yen (0
M 

stated that various Chinese official leaders placed 

special reliance on the Nine Powers Treaty. He said 

that Vf. W. Yen in particular has stressed to him the 

importance of that Treaty. He inquired what would be 

the attitude of the American Government if the question 

of invoking that Treaty were raised.

The Secretary of State replied that we had had most 

if not all of various possibilities in mind; that at the 

time when the trouble began the Council of the League f- 

was in session, China had appealed to the Council,4 the” 

Council had taken full ”jurisdiction" and the American 

Government had both acted independently and given its

moral
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moral support to the action taken by the League, 

for practical purposes there had. been and there is 

going on a conference of the Powers, for that reason 

there had arisen so far no need for calling a separate 

and. additional conference. Two conferences sitting at 

the same time to deal with the same question would mean 

weakness rather than strength. As to what would be our 

position if the question of invoking the Nine Powers 

Treaty were raised, it was our consistent practice to 

keep in mind the saying: "Don't cross a bridge until 

you come to the river"• He felt that the representatives 

of the various Powers were very actively struggling with 

the Manchuria problem at Paris just now and that we should 

concentrate our attention on their efforts.

PE:3KH:EMP
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Mine Power Pact.

Possible statement for telephone or telegram, to
Dawes.

I note the view which you have expressed that it is 

quite likely that before a permanent and really construe- 

tive settlement of the situation oan be reached resort <901 
may have to be made to the Nine Power Pact* *<0

I think that this may prove to be the case. 
However. I do not feel that the time has yet come ----- 4———— co 
for us to propagate that idea. <0

I think we should continue to watch and help with 

the efforts of the Council to come to conclusions with 

regard to its own course of action. So long as there 

is promise of their agreeing on something which may be 

helpful, it would only complicate matters if anybody 

injected a proposal which in itself would imply that 

their efforts are of no use or have failed. Not 
until they have failed or it becomes obvious that they 

will fail, need the proposal that there be a conference 
under the Nine Power Treaty be made» Meanwhile, £or four 

: ■■ confidential
c
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confidential information and guidance, I think that if and 

when the time comes — that is, if it ultimately appears 

that there is no other resort — when the time comes for 

resort to the Nine-Powers Pact, we will be prepared to do 

our duty in connection therewith. We should not, at this 

time, say much about it. We should wait for the suggestion 

to originate with and emanate-from some other government. 

Our position in a conference called under that treaty would 

be stronger if we went there in response to an initiative 

taken by some power other than ourselves. I think that 
we should let the present conference carry the ball until 
it or some of its full members propose that the ball be 

passed to some other conference. At any rate, we should 

let the present conference run its natural course and give 

indication of success or failure before injecting a pro

posal for a different conference.
I Just now, I think that you might still continue to 
1 press the idea of direct negotiations with neutral observers

FE:SKH/ZMF
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TELEGRAM RECEiygftMET
This telegram must be___________
closely paraphrased be
fore being communicated 
to anyone; ,I^ROM

I have sent to Briand through Sir Eric Drummond 

the following statement: (SPECIAL GREEN) "the United

States Government approves the general plan of settle- 

ment embodied in the proposed resolution of the

j Government of

Secretary of State

Washington

798

FROM

Your

DOUBLE PRIORITY

November 25, 2 p

AMBASSADOR DAWES

Dated November 25, 1931/J/

Rec’d 11:55 a.

announcement is not to

there is agreement of all

except from China and

■ CM 
/VO/

592, November 24, midnight, authorizing

me to act with full

called to my office

representing Briand

discretion received; I theja

Sir Eric Drummond who has been

in conferences with me; With

the understanding that the

be published until (first)

the members of

Japan upon the

(second) until

of the text of

the Council

general plan of the resolution and

after the publication by the Council

the proposed resolution

793.94/2894
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MET 2-#798, From Paris, November 25
1931

>
Government of the United. States^ and. has so informed, 

both China and Japan. It has urged upon them 

acquiescence in the general plan embodied in the 

proposed resolution’1 (END SPECIAL GREEN).

It is also definitely understood that I 

shall make the statement to the public and not

I the League when I am notified by Brianc^that the

I two conditions which I have imposed have^made.

“ (END SECTION ONE)

SHAW

WSB
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CJH TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased before 
being communicated to anyone

Paris

FR°%.tea November 25, 1931

Rec’ê. 12:07 p,m.

Secretary of State?

Washington•

DOUBLE LRI0RITY.r798> November 25, 2 p.m. (Section twt) 

1 followed the above method in compliance with the 

spirit of your 590 and before Szers answer has been received 

It is now left to BriandTs discreticn as to whether aur 

announcement will be most helpfully made before or after 

he receives Szers answer. I do not believe that the, and- 

the time of our announcement as releated to Sze answer is 

of vital, importance since the fact of our (*)  is generally 

knowli t< £tll parties. My personal opinion is that if 

Sze’s answer conveys China’s agreementwhich is improbable„ 

the prior announcement will have done no harm and if Szers 

answer from Qi|pa it will still give China another

(*) apparent omission

phanoe for reconsideration before the public Council meeting 

and after any new status of world public opinion which may 

be created by the announced specific cooperation of the 

League and the Ullited. States to secure a peaceful settlement 

(End message)

SHAW
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AM TELEGRAM RECEIVE 6Jr

From

a -port icon pf this telegram 
must be closely paraphrased 
paraphrased before being 
communicated to anyone.

Secretary of State

Washington, Dt C

DOUBLE PRIORITY

799. November 25, 4 p.m

FROM AMBASSADOR DA ŒS

Dated

Rec !d 1:05

gk, S rc

Novemb&K.^j

PARIS

par!Xd"tof^

9

Nov 2

Sze has just sent to Briand so-called

Chinese Counter-proposal. It is to be assumed 

of course that he has been instructed to do this 

by his Government after they had received 

statement of attitude of the United States both & 
m 

through Johnson and myself. You will note that 

this counter-proposal eliminates references to- -, g

the United States- and also note that Sze has not — 

(repeat not) as yet asked Briand to present counter

proposal to Council.

Chinese counter-proposal is as follows: 

(GREEN) ’’Article One. Immediate cessation of 

all military activity in any way tending to aggravate

793.94/2895

the situation»

Article
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AM 2-#799, from Paris, Nov, 25, 4 p.m.

Article Two. Withdrawal of Japanese forces 

within the railway areas; such withdrawal to begin 

at once, proceed progressively and be completed with

in two weeks.

Article Three. China to assume full responsibility 

for the security of the lives and property of Japanese 

nationals in Manchuria. In this connection China is 

ready to cooperate in any reasonable measures looking 

to the establishment of additional guarantee* of security 

by means of neutral aid or otherwise.

Article Four. The details of evacuation and the 

taking over of territory, as well as the measures to 

safeguard security of Japanese life and property in 

Manchuria, to be sucject of discussion and agreement 

between China -and Japan in the presence of neutrals 

representing the Council.

Article five. The creation by the League of a 

neutral commission to supervise the evacuation and the 

taking over of the evacuated territories and to study 

and report upon the situation in Manchuria for the 

information of the Council and of the conference herein

after mentioned in paragraph seven.

Article



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. IL652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. NARS, Date /J>»/î-7y

AM 3-4799, from Paris, Nov, 25, 4 P»^

Article Six. The mutual reaffirmance by both 

Ohina and. Japan of the principle of respect for 

international treaties, especially the Covenant of the 

League of Nations, the Paris Pact for the Henunciation 

of war, and the Washington Nine Power Treaty.

Article Seven. The convocation of a conference 

of all interested powers to discuss and settle all 

questions between Chiha and Japan relating to Manchuria 

on the basis of the principles embodied in the 

Covenant of the League of Nations,, the Paris Pact 

for the Renunciation of War and the Washington Nine 

Power Treaty, with a view to safeguarding peace in 

the Far East and promoting the economic development 

of Manchuria through international coopérâtionir.

SRAW
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SEE „„_&9A*QQ/322

FROM JsiP.an.
TO

i
y

DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

FOR

(„Forbes ) DATED Nov 7.1931
NAME 1—1127

REGARDING:

Failure of the civilian branches of the Japanese Cr0vernm3nt to check 
effectively the activities of the Japanese military since the incident of 
dept.18

793.94/2896

ek
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Tokyo* SowHSber 7, 1931.

The Honorable
The hecrotary of state,

Washington.
Sirs

I have the honor to ootaœnt on the failure of the 
olvlllen branches of the Japanese Gove raient to check 
effectively the activities of the Japanese allltary since 
the Incident of September 18th, In spite of the fact that 
genuine efforts have been aada to do so.

Thia has been, X feel, fundamentally due to the 
structura of the Oovernaent. The anay has practically 
sutononous poser In military setters at a ti:;e of crisis, 
a power in part an Inheritance from the feudal clans and
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In part delegated to it following the Keatoration. Arter 

the Emperor was restored to power in 1868, the feudal 

armies were reorganised into the Imperial Arsy and it was 

only natural that it considered itself the successor of 

the loyal clans in being the protector of the Throne. 

This attitude was made effective by the fact that the 

Chief of the Array General Staff has direct access to the 

Emperor and is responsible to him alone in matters of 

strategy and tactics. All other officials of the 

Government, with the exception of the Chief of the Navy 

General Staff, can approach the Emperor only through the 

intermediation of the Minister concerned, in practice 

with the approval of the trime Minister. It is this 

qualification of direct access to the Emperor which 

makes difficult, if not Impossible, adequate control of 

the military by the Cabinet in a situation such as the 

present one. Once the Chief of the General Staff has 

obtained the Imperial sanction, the civilian authorities 

may find themselves in a dilema, not only because of the 

sanctity investing the person of the Emperor and his de

cisions but because the downfall of the Cabinet can be 

precipitated by the resignation of the Minister of bar 

if it is followed by refusal of acceptance of the portfolio 

on the part of those military officers eligible for the 

position.

The Cabinet can control the situation by withholding 

supplies to the Army. Such action would, of course, 

precipi tate a political crisis. It might result in the 

fall of the Government. It usually is settled by com

promise through the intervention of personages of greet
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public prestige. These are men of age and experience 

and are generally referred to as Elder statesmen or 

"Genro*. Prince Saionji is called in the public prints 

"the only surviving Genro". As a matter of fact, the 

institution is a necessity, in view of the complicated 

structure of the Japanese Government.

This division pf power explains, in part at least, 

the discrepancies between statements made by officials 

of the Foreign Office and statements and acts of the 

military. For example, as the Embassy reported in its 

telegram No. 196 of October 26th, the Vice Minister for 

Foreign Affairs told Mr. Neville that no additional troop... 

would be sent to Manchuria while almost at the same moment 

the General Staff was informing the Military Attache that 

the despatch of an additional brigade to Manchuria was 

under consideration. The present movement of Japanese 

forces beyond the Nonni Biver, as reported in the press, 

is another instance. The Foreign Office stated that 

Japanese troops had been sent to the Nonni River for the 

sole purpose of repairing the bridge that was destroyed 

by Tsitsihar forces. According to press accounts, how

ever, Japanese forces have engaged Chinese troops in 

battle at a point several miles north of the river. The 

independence of the military from civilian control makes 

possible actions that are contrary to the stated policy 

of the Cabinet and of which the Cabinet may be in ignor

ance at the time of their occurrence.

This multiplex form of Government results also in 

delays of decision affecting foreign policies. These 

délava mnv hsve an unfortunate effect. An instance of
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this mj quite possibly be the failure of hr. Yoshizawa 

to state Japan's ease adequately at the seating of the 

Council of the League of Nations on October B4th. Mr. 
Yoshizawa, I aa told, received his instructions only 

two hours before the meeting opened. It had been 

necessary that those instructions receive the approval 

not only of the Foreign Office but also of the Cabinet 
and probably the Chief of the General Staff, following 
which they wore submitted to the Emperor for sanation, 

this latter step Involving their scrutiny by the Br.peror 

advisors » the Keeper of the i rivy Seal and the Grand 
Chamberlain. It my have been this Inevitable delay 

which was the reel cause of Lr. Yoshizawa*s inadequate 

presentation of Japan*s policy and the resultant impair- 
sent of Ja.an’s position In the eyes of the world. At 
any rate, 1 feel that Japan's poor presentation to the 

League Council of Its point of view arose In no unim

portant measure froa this division of power.
There have been other factors contributing to the 

difficult position of the Cabinet. The temper of the 

azsy has been - and is - such that too great opposition 

by the civilian government to the activities of the 

military might result la its fall. The eray is undoubt 
edly excited and is convinced that its activities should 
not be hampered by the Cabinet. Although this po.nt of 
view nay not now be so true of the higher officers as it 

was recently, it would seen still to be true of the 

lower ranking officers. In fact, I have heard fron 

sore than one source that the junior officers are the 
chief
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chief source of any apprehension that my exist. For 
example, I as info rate a that there Is an organisation of 
2,000 officers of the lower ranks which is extremely 
chauvinistic and potentially a source of danger to the 
Government. In ease of their deciding upon any direct 
action, their troops, being under their direct oœoand, 
would probably be «ore loyal to them than to very senior 
officers.

There is an important part of the public that has 
become imbued with this militant spirit. This is to be 
expected of the reserves, since they have had lailltary 
service^of the nation-wide ïoung nen's associations, 
which have recently been the object of considerable army 
propaganda, and of the various reactionary societies. 
The reactionary societies have become increasingly active 
since September 13th. /or exaapre, 1,SUO members of 
the Great Japan Justice Associatiuu, a&corulmg to the 
press, offered prayers at Vai Ji Ghriae in Tokyo on 
November 1st that "Japan may emerge victoi-loua frorr the 
present struggle over -ianchuria’ • The organization of 
students has been effected by army officers. The recent
ly formed Union of patriotic wtudcuts held u demonstration 
at the Xoyogi /arade urouxxd at Tokyo on November ôth. 
13,QUO students ar« reported by the press to have par
ticipated. Following the meeting, they «arched to the 
entrance of the Palace and paid their respects, then 
proceeded to the Foreign Office to advise the minister 

for Foreign Affairs to resign, and finally presented to 
Count Aakino a resolution criticizing his failure to 
assist the n;aperor as h® should. The heed of this

organization.
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organlsatltM la Uoro Shlba, a retired general. The 
x’atrlotle ladles Society has decided to send. two repre- 
nwutatives to Manchuria " to console" the Japanese 
soldiers. The Japanese Leanns of Suvenllas held Boat
ings at ths Molli shrine on H&vaaber 3rd sal *th. The 
pr®» states that 0,000 boys were pressât ana that It was 
decided to seat 26 of these to iaaohurla «to console" the 
soldiers. Sheas serious activities any not la then- 
selves bo important, but they illustrete the nativities 
of the military, which is behind then, and also the state 
of mind of a section of the people.

Hespectfully yours.

w. Caseroa itorbes

Embassy’ a file No. 800.

LES/AA

llopy to Peking.
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

see 861.5017 living Conditlons/360... for___ #1239

from___ China_____________ ( Engert______) dated „..0Æt,..26.,.lS31—
__ 1—1127 apo

TO NAME

regarding: Japanese preparations for action in Manchuria. 
Memorandum of conversation between Mr. Johnson and 
Oskar P. Trautmann, Grennan Minister to China, on 
Oct» 5 concerning the statements by Karakhan regarding--.

leb
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Wiping, October 2S, 19&1.

.ho.1239

The Boner able
The Secretary of stat©, 

Waahiagtcn.

si» i

1 hat© th© honor to transmit herewith. a 
mMoran&in of a oo/s ar sat ion bet won âîr. Johnson 
and Mr. Oaknr ?. 1’rautmna, the naw Ctermn Minister 

to shin», which took place on October 5, 1931. Mr. 
Trsutaann states that wh®n he called on 1'r. Xarak- 
han in fôoaoow in the early part of September, Mr. 
Karakhan exprasaeâ the opinion that Japan was pre
paring to take sot» action in iJanchuria.

The German Minister also referred to conditions 
in ’tesla which be thought has been ranch affected by 
the general world depression because of th® fall in 
prices of raw products. On th® othsr hand, he felt 
that conditions in rioscow were son®what better cow-



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(d) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date /J-/Î-7S-

- 8 ->

pared to a year or so ago «hen he had been 

there last»

Respectfully yours,
For the Maletort

C. Van H. Wert, 
First Secretary of Legation.

Snaloouret
Is Oopy of aeaoraaftun of 

ooarersatlcn dated 
October 5, 1931»

800.
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Memorandum of Conversation Peiping, Oat. 5, 1931

H.r.. Mr. Oskar P. Trautmann, Germn Minister 

Subject: Conditions in Russia

The German Minister, Mr. Trautmnn, made his first 

call this morning and we talked generally about mutual 

friends and about conditions in Manchuria. He stated that 

he had seen Karakhan v.hen passing through Moscow and that 

the latter had stated that he thought Japan was preparing 

to take some action in Manchuria. Neither of us felt that 

we could decide whether Karakhan had previous knowledge or 

whether he was merely basing his statement upon publicity 

emanating from Japan.

He stated that in regard to Russia, the Russians were 

suffering from the present world depression, in a w^y pro

bably little known outside of Russia. Russia was paying 

for world goods with raw products in a market where prices 

had fallen to such a ’■>lnt that she was paying three times 

for her imports what she had paid in recent years. The 

result was that much needed raw products were going out of 

the country. He stated, however, that conditions in Moscow 

as compared with what he had seen a year or more before 

indicated that the people were in somewhat better condition 

than they had been. Certainly the lines at the food shops 

were smaller. He had seen no evidence of unusual activity 

on the borders of China.

Nelsen Trusler Johnson 
American Minister

NTJ/hp
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NOTE

SEE 893.00 P.R.Swatow/47
FOR # - to Legation

SwatowFROM ___________ ( Berger .) DATED .......

TO NAME
1—1127 oro

REGARDING:

Swatow anti-Japanese movement. Local Chinese advocate 
action against Japanese. Japanese products "boycotted. 
Japanese shipping so stringently boycotted that their 
only communication with shore is by Japanese Consul’s 
motor boat. Japanese coasting vessels no longer enter 
commercial anchorage. Precautions taken to prevent acts 
of violence toward Japanese.

793.94/2898

Jr
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n«w of the fhyanene unitary tatiwltlea An tataac
«nA other placet in Mmotarla greatly croate* the local
Ohlseae. iron the wealthy torchante who ordinarily «entre 

nothing eo noth an peace an* <uiet worn inoeneo* ont» I an 

reliably inferno** in their alnta and ether awnttug placée 

adwoeato* fwedU ntta» «gainât the Japaneee «heal* the 

leegae ef gatiom net ho able to nettle the natter ant 
encore the withdrawal et thojrepanono trcope then Monctaria.

Local eetlan a^ainat the Jagnneee took the torn how- 
ewer of a very yeneetel tat nercrtheleae atrlngont boycott 

of the laaMneee and their yrotaeta. in anti-japaneoe 

boyaett erfanlaatlan woo formed and repreeentatlvee of thle

organisation



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By __NARS, Date

organisation visited all Olilncae firms where japancH® 
goods were inventoried and scaled to prevent their sale 

or nee. All Japanese shipping was boycotted ao atrin- 
gently that the ships were unable «vœ to outamunlcate 
with the shore except by the Jananceo consul's motor boat. 
One Japanese ship with a cargo of coal for .twatw rcwmlncd 
Ln port for several days seeking by bribery t<> land her 

cargo but was unable to accrspltah anything. vrhen tihe 

was ready to put to sea a very severe north cast storm 

blew up and she was forced to remain in port. 3he 
finally left pert with barely sufficient water and bunker 
coal to reach Pormoaa. The Japanese coasting vessels 
which ordinarily Sall at isatow on route from Hongkong 
to yortaosa no longer enter the commercial anchorage.

Local sentiment seested to bo unanimously behind the 

boycott but the Chinese authorities, both municipal »®d 
military, took elaborate précautions to prevent acts of 
violence toward the Japanese. The students, who seas 

always to be ready for any eaouse to leave their studies, 
were very active in anti-Japaneue propaganda work in the 
interior as well as in the city of .gwatow.

agi

The awatow district was generally moat quiet and 
peaceful at the end of gcptorabcr. The Aiacrlcm mission
aries whose work took then into the Interior reported that 
the villages were very quiet with very little banditry and 
clan fighting.

The U. a. 3. '’Bulmer* was at gwatow from October 16th

.to the end of the month,
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I Hot® tho Honor to Ho. 3ir.

Tw oHoO&ont «errant

ïWwlA a» Merger* 
AQKrloisn Cnuaul»

ooploo to tMo SopAFtKont of stoto.
One oopy to tho Qanonlato Gaioral. shanghai» 

it ot w of w to

***** ** ** - BUÛCOWa
* * * OflnottXoto, ganktog,

* " * * aiH—nlor*of ©. s. 3. "siMpoon*

aoo.
M01I&

A True capy U : 

he .s,gnc<i !>r'g’ I
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AM TELEGRAM RECEiygg^

Paris

From Dated
Ï

November 25, 1931

Secretary of State,

805. November 25

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES.

Following is communique issued

ec*.d

Washington, D. C#

IL: 14 p.m

of

by the^Lea’gue

out statement

t? 1

tonight. Shortly afterwards I gave

contained in my 798 November 25, 2 p.m,

11 p^m

"In the hope of establishing a resolution t*o be

adopted unanimously including the votes of the two

parties, in conformity with Article 11 of the Covenant

a draft scheme has been drawn up which deals separately 

with the withdrawal of the Japanese troops within the 

railway zone and the appointment of an international 

commission.

The substance of the scheme, which has been 

communicated to^the two parties, is as follows:

The resolution of September 30th is recalled and 

reaffirmed. The two parties declare that they are 

solemnly bound by that resolution. The two governments

are accordingly invited to take all steps necessary to

assure
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AM 2-#805, from Paris, Nov. 25, 11 p.m.

;1 "W:‘- 

assure its execution so that the withdrawal of the 

Japanese troops within the railway zone — a point 

to which the Council attaches the utmost importance-- 

may be effected as speedily as possible»

The two parties undertake:

To give to the commanders of their respective 

forces the strictest orders to refrain from any. 

initiative which may lead to further fighting and loss 

of life-; and to take all measures necessary to avoid 

any further aggravation of the situation.

The members of the Council are invited to furnish 

it with information received from their representative 

on the spot,»

It is proposed to appoint a commission to study on 

the spot and to report tc the Council on any circumstances 

which, affecting international relations, threatens tc 

disturb peace between China and Japan or the good under

standing between them on which peace depends. China 

and Japan would each be represented by an assessor.

The appointment and deliberations of the commission 

would not prejudice in any way the engagement taken by 

the Japanese Government and correlatively the resolution 

of September 30th regarding the withdrawal of the 

Japanese troops within the railway zone."

SHAW
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FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES.

Following is Sweetser’s report:

’’The twelve members of the council meeting at five 

o’clock today in entire privacy at Drummond’s suggestion 

in order to avoid any premature publicity, took note of 

information received as to the views of the Unitec States 

and decided to issue a resume of the draft resolution as 

it now stands. The Council members also considered a o 

statement from Sze. p

Meeting shortly after in ordinary private sessions -g 

Briand drew attention to a communication from the Japanese' 

speaking of a Chinese concentration at Chinchow and asking 

that the troops bo withdrawn. This was in the form of a 

request and not a demand but it sjjmed to Briand a little 

strong to ask that Chinese troops withdraw from Chinese 

territory. Cecil then stated that Sze had told him that 

they could not withdraw unless neutral troops took their 
place

F/D
EW 

793.94/2900
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-2- /804 from Paris, November 25, 
10. pm. (SECTION ONE)

place. Briand said that a note had been received to that 

effect asking that a neutral zone bo established und~r 

control of foreign troops in which case they would with

draw behind the Great V.’all. Already he noted a number of 

foreign observers were on the spot. Evidently Koo was 

preoccupied to avoid armed contact and was taking only 

defensive measures.

Cecil thought that special action should be taken 

by all the governments including the United Sfetes if it 

were possible. The seizure of a great town like Chinchow 

would be a deliberate insult at this moment when the 

Council was meeting to elaborate plans for a settlement. 

Briand then proposed two things: first, that he as Presi

dent send a now appeal both parties in special relation to 

Chinchow and, second, that the individual governments 

intervene in the same sense and also send observers if 

possible. Accordingly an identic cable was sent this 

evening by Briand and to both governments in the name of 

the Council pointing out that the Council's efforts for 

peace would be vain if new incidents occurred and drawing 

special attention to the situation around Chinchow. Al

ready certain governments had sent observers there: the 

responsibility however rested with the two governments 
to prevent
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if 804 from Paris, November 25,
10 p.m. (SECTION ONE)

to prevent further loss of life.

The Council members then took up again the draft 

resolution to which some slight verbal1 changes wore 

suggested to mak~ it still clearer that the Commission 

ivhile not inferring with actual military movements was 

nevertheless fully entitled to report upon the military 

side of the situation as well as the other sides.

A draft statement to the press summarizing the 

resolution as it now stands was then presented. Briand 

pointed out that it would be bettor to give a summary 

on good authority than to give the full temt as thereby 

the Council members would not be bound to actual phrase

ology. (END SECTION ONE)

SHAW

JS
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am TELEGRAM RECEIVED
---------------- — Paris

Dated November 25, 1931 
From

Rec*d 11:30 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington, D. 0.

804, November 25, 10 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

Madariaga however once again expressed the 

disquietude felt by himself and certainly shared 

by several other members of the Council lest the 

publication of any such statement might appear ta 

commit the Council members and thus in case China 

refused put them in the position of voting against 

her* This would reverse the situation in that 

previously Japan had been alone but in this contingency 

China might be isolated.

Both Briand and Cecil spoke against this 

interpretation. The former stressed the fact that 

the Council was still working under Article 11 and 

that necessarily it must make the effort to secure 

unanimity, The case was very exceptional, given 

a Japanese controlled railway on Chinese soil. No 

one not even the Chinese had suggested any other 

article than 11 the commission would be of great 

value to China; it would even provide a kind of

internationalization
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internationalization for Manchuria.

Cecil thought the Coiincil members must get on to 

a result. They had provisionally approved a draft 

resolution, given it to the parties 48 hours ago, 

and ought to inform the public of its general lines. 

World opinion was somewhat mystified by conflicting 

reports; the Council must shortly have another public 

meeting.

Briand also mentioned for the first time 

some kind of general statement to accompany the draft 

resolution. It was not quite clear what he meant; 

Cecil however urged that the first thing was to publish 

the communique tonight reserving until later any 

additional explanation of the juridical side of the 

matter which obviously must be gone into with great 

care.

The next meeting of the twelve was fixed for 4 

o’clock tomorrow with the possiblity of a public session 

on Friday at 10:30. It was expected that the Chinese 

reply would be received during the course of the day 

t omo rr owTT. 2ND MES S^GS

JS SHAW
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From
PARIS

Secretary of State

Washington

803, November 25, 8 p.m

FR012 AuBilSSaDCR DAWES

Dr. Sze has just handed me the following

Rec ’

Dated November 25, 1Î31

contrary the Japanese army is

1331

serious conflict therefore im-£2 

and Chinese forces which Chi nd?*’

D
EW 

793.94/29

which he has sent to Drummond for immediate transmission

to the Council:

"Positive information of the utmost urgency just

received from my government indicates that notwithstanding

Japanese assurances to the

converging on Chinchow. A

pends between the Japanese

earnestly wishes to avoid and it would seem that it can %?

be prevented only if without any delay the Council inter-

poses some decisive action. LZy government accordingly

asks the Council at once to take all necessary ste^-s for

the establishment of a neutral zone between the present

stations of the Chinese and Japanese forces; such zone to

be occupied by British, French, Italian i.nd other neutral

detachments under Council authority
In such
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In such circumstances China could and would if 

requested by the Council in the interest of peace with

draw her forces within the Great Wall.

Please bring this communication to the immediate 

attention of the Council".

SHAW

CSB
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MET
This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased, be
fore being cTiEdLSMorR^dVI 
to anyone.

Nanking

Dated. November 25,
RECEIVED

Rec’d 8:15 a.m.

19#

Secretary of State,

Washington
From

November 25, 3 p.m.

CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY.

Department’s 1.19, November 23, 6

One. In a conversation with Koo

Î communicated to him the substance of

p.m.

last evening

your comments

upon the proposed resolution of the Council as tele

graphed to Dawes.

Two. I also communicated to him Department’s

F/D
EW 

793.94/2902

comment upon Chinese counter-proposal.

Three. The Chinese express the not unreasonable

fear that by the time that any Commission can reach
m o

Manchuria from Europe the Japanese will have been in
-—4

undisturbed, occupation long enough to have encouraged & 
w

the organisation of an independent government which

would be ready to recognize Japan’s position in Man

churia and they have hoped that the League would take 

this possibility into consideration and act to prevent

it.
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it.

Four. I am at a loss to understand why it 

should be reported in Paris that I have 11 told the 

Chinese Government that the United States is willing 

to go much further than the League in support of 

the Chinese position" . I have not at any time 

committed myself to the Chinese or to anyone else 

as to what position I thought the Government of the 

United States would adopt in regard to this question.

Five. It has been my understanding that the 

Government of the United States was giving whole-hearted 

support to the League’s efforts in this matter.and I 

have so informed the Chinese.

Six. The continued advance of the Japanese in 

Manchuria, in open defiance of all of the efforts of 

the League and of the United States to create an 

atmosphere conducive to a settlement of the differences 

between China and Japan, is bearing terribly upon the 

Chinese. The driving of Chinese soldiers out of 

Tsitsihar had as little excuse as did the seizure of 

Mukden on the night of September 18th and we are now 

informed that the Japanese (END SECTION ONE)

WSB JOHNSON
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This telegram must be From 
closely paraphrased be
fore being communicated 
to anyone.

NANKING

Dated November 25, 1931

Rec’d 26th, 1:24 a.m*

Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. Ct

November 25, 3 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

are preparing to drive the Chinese away from Chinchcw 

and thus eliminate from Manchuria the last vestige cf 

Chinese control within that area. In view of all the 

circumstances, in view of Japan’s commitments under 

the Covenant of the League, the Nine Power Treaty 

and the Anti-War Pact* I cannot escape the feeling 

that such conduct is unconscionable• Rightly or 

wrongly, the Chinese have looked for aid to the 

nations party to these agreements and thus far their 

confidence in those agencies has been without result 

in spite of the League’s resolution of October 24 and 

G3w£Sr30, After a period of twe months instead of 

amelioration of the situation the Chinese find that 

Japan has succeeded in the complete destruction of all 

Chinese authority in those areas. They have seen 

Japan utterly and shamelessly defy every effort of the 

League, in fact it would appear that Japan has timed

every
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every advance in such a way as to indicate to China and 
&

to the world the Isw esteem in which she holds the

League and woMd opinion. In the face of such provocation 

as the Chinese have had it seems to me that the Chinese 

have and are exercising great restraint and I feel most 

emphatically that the Powers owe it to themselves to 

take serious measures not only to prevent the complete 

destruction of all confidence in the support and 

intentions that were behind the Covenant, the Washington 

treaties and the Kellogg Pact, but also the complete 

destruction of government in China.

Seven. The Chinese are desperate. The activities 

; of the Japanese unrestrained by the rest of the world 

iare fanning hatreds in the younger generations of

Chinese which some day will produce most dangerous fruit. 

Whatever may have been Japan’s grievances against China 

prior to September 18th, I know of nothing that China 

has done since that would justify the program which since 

that date Japan has insisted on following.

(2ND LIES SA CD)

JOHNSON

GW
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806, November 25,
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Paris

12

Council this afternoon

TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY

Secretary of State

Fallowing is text of iden

Briand as President of the League

egram addressed by

F/D
EW 

793.94/2905

to the Chinese and Japanese governments:

"On behalf of my colleagues on the Council I have 

the honor to make the following appeal to the Japanese 

and Chinese Governments. The Council is striving to 

achieve a peaceful settlement of the dispute but its 

efforts would be in vain if fresh engagements were to 

occur between Chinese and Japanese forces. The Council 

specially calls the attention of the two governments to 
zb 

the situation existing in the Chinchow region. c

Already certain governments have decided to send observers p-

there. But it is for the two parties to give the commander

of their respective forces the strictest orders to

refrain from any action which might lead to further

j engagements and further loss of human life. My

colleagues
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coliques and I rely or. tho will of tho t«o 6overn,nents 

to take all needed measures for this purpose urgently."

SHAW

JS
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Secretary of State

Washington,

807, November 26, 9 P. M,

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES

Following is summary of Sweetser’s rèpprt

Dated

6:53 PRecd,

Nov. 26, 1931.;

Paris

§

Ci

F/D
EW 

793.94/2904

"Briand reported confidentially to the twelve

members of the Council today that he had had a very

promising conversation with

latter had now received his

he had not fully deciphered

gave him

standing

Sze this afternoon. The

instructions and though

them he understood they

considerable liberty. It was Briand1s under—

that China would be able to negotiate on the

basis of the general lines announced yesterday 

(.GRAY) Also reported a conversation with

Yoshizawa ftho left an aide mémoire regarding the very

serious situation around Chinchow and the necessity of

immediate steps to obviate a collision. The aide mem—

oire said nsuch an eventuality would be particularly

« unfortunate at a moment when thanks to the Council’s

efforts

L
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efforts a satisfactory solution of the Manchurian 

incident seems to be in sight.11

In view of communications from both Govern

ments on this subject it was agreed tfeat those Govern

ments with observers at Chinchow might instruct them to 

examine together the possibility of establishing a neutral 

zone in order to prevent a collision.

Scialoja announced that Italy was ready to

send ÿroops to such a zone. No immediate comment was 

forthcoming; Cecil later said he had consultation his 

government on the subject.

Finally, in the hope that agreement may be 

reached on the general lines announced, a drafting 

committee was appointed to meet tomorrow at 10:30 

consisting of Briand, Cecil, Madaiaga and Colban/ 

JHR SHAW
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Il

AM PLAIN
From Peiping via N. R.

Dated November 26, 1931

PLIPTRC- LEAD2R remarks editorially today "League

must be given to understand that any further attempts at 

occupation by Japanese means real war. So far there has 

been war but except at Nonni River on one side only.

Japan has made war while China has been non-resistant *

But there can now be no quibbling and no evasion stop 

F/D
EW 

793.94/2905

further armed resistance*

There has already been a proposal for an Internationa 

police force appointed by League to supervise Japanese 

evacuation of Manchuria and responsible Chinese officials 

have agreed to this. Such an international force at q 
m 

Chinchow would unquestionably preserve peace of Manchuria 
p 

as Japanese would not dare touch foreign troops. If t1:

foreign troops in North China, including Shan Haikuan 

and Chinwangtao take no action to preserve peace it means 

the powers stand for war. If League does not take action 

at once to interfere with Japanese invasion of new

territory
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territory it means that League will not act to prevent 

war. If United States Government takps no action to 

uphold Kellogg Anti-War Pact it means that United 

States is indifferent to breaking of Pact which it 

initiated.n

For the^Minister

ENGERT
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AM PLAIN

4

Secretary of Stat e

Washington, D

1009, November 26

Kuo Wen reports from

Rec ’d

From Peiping via N. R

Dated

ou '-I 1

1931 
on of n 

AFFAIRS®

Shanghai twenty fourth

interview with WangChing Wei: "Touching on Manchurian

crisis Wang said that China had never faced a graver

foreign problem than present Sino-Japanese conflict

793.94/2906

If he should go to Nanking he would not shirk his

responsibility but would do his best to assist the

Government in solving the crisis.

Asked why China should raise so much opposition

to occupation of Manchuria by Japan, whereas there was

much less agitation when Soviet Russia invaded and

occupied outer Mongolia, Wang explained that Japanese

occupation of Manchuria is different from Mongolian

question in three respects. First Mongolian trouble

arose during the regime of Marshall Tuan Chi Jui as a

result of which the Tuan Government fell. Secondly

outer Mongolia is inhabited by Mongolians, whereas

in Manchuria -there are Chinese

Mongolians

O 
m

C
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Mongolians and Moslems in addition to the Manchus. At 

the First National Congress of the Koumintang in 1924 a 

declaration was made to effect that China must secure 

unity of all five races which make up this Republic. 

Thirdly, Russians have not gone so far as the Japanese 

who have killed many innocent people, injured Pu Yi 

to a restoration plot, seized salt revenues and committed 

other outrages."

For the Minister,

ENGERT

AR1j
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GRAY

Peiping via N. R
From Bated November 26, 1931

Rec rd
□PIES SEN Ï TO »

Secretary of State,

Washington, B

1008, November 26, 9 a.m

of \ 
fFAR EASTEFR AFFASB| 
I JO'/ 27 1331 Î

Following from Mukd e n : Department of Stat®

"November 25. 5 p.m.

Japanese officially reported that their forces

returned to Chuliuho last evening, having lost

killed. In this connection it may be remarked

fortuitous encounters should be extremely rare in

C

4

view of constant observation activities of Japanese

airplances.

Private information is to effect that armored trairf^

went to Hsinmin last evening and after firing about

twenty shots into air returned, jlany Chinese residents

C‘2 
1931

has left Hsinmin."

For the Ziinister

EFG3RT
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GRAY

From PeiPifig via N. R.

Bated November 26, 1931

Redd >6:11

Secretary of State,

Washington, D

____ ___________jJMf.ASfE®
COPIES SENT 2 7 
O. NJ. ANDM.I.M

AFFAIRS:
1331 1

spartrnent of State
C

1012 j. November

Following from

26, 3 p.m

American Consul General at Harbin:

"November 25, noon.

One. Missionary Vos under date of November 

23rd from Tsitsihar City that he found everything 

apparently quiet, that there were a great many Japanese 

soldiers on the streets, that the Japanese flag was 

flying over the Kuomintang building and that a Japanese 

airplane had flown over the city dropping printed matter 

Local Japanese Consulate General has confirmed to this 
the 

office the press reports that at the request od(/Japanese 

military four Japanese bankers had gone from Harbin 

to Tsitsihar to control the Kuanghsinlessu, or 

Provincial Bank there and to put the finances of 

Heilungkiang Province into good shape.

Two. Local Chinese populace very much worried 

over rumored occupation of Harbin by Japanese troops 

in the near future despite Japanese consular assurances 

to the contrary^ (END PART ONE) (*)

(*) Apparent omission
ENGERT
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------------------ GRAY

Peiping via N. R.
From

Dated November 26, 1931

Rec'd 6:44 a^m.

Secretary of State,

Washington, D. C.

1012, November 26, 3 p.m. (PaRT 2)

T do not believe that Japanese troops will come 

here if the local Chinese authorities acknowledge the 

authority of Hsi Chiang's Kirin government and if 

Ma and his troops do not use the Huhai railway to 

embarrass pro-Japanese regimes at Tsitsihar and Harbin.

Three. Center of Japanese military activities 

against Chinese has shifted from Tsitsihar to Chinchow 

where, as in the case of Ma at Tsitsihar, the Japanese 

military will probably claim that a concentrât ion of 

Chinese troops is a menace to the small Japanese defense 

army in Manchuria and that this menace must be 

alleviated by timely Japanese offensive.

Four. New Soviet Consul General, Slavutskwei and 

Vice President of Board of Directors of the Chinese 

Eastern Railway, Kusnetsoff, arrived at Harbin from 

Moscow yesterday morning. (END PaRT TWO)

GW

ENGSRT
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AM GRAY

From Peiping v?a N. R

Dated November 26, 1931

Rec’d 6:44 a.m

Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C.

1012, November 26, 3 p>m. (PART THREE)

Five. Referring to my telegram of November 14, 

noon, paragraph No. four, the railway police, but 

not the railway guards, are paid by the Chinese 

Eastern Railway, The commander of the latter, Ting 

Chao, has informed me that the Kirin detachments of 

the guards are being paid regularly by the nev; 

government at Kirin and that the Heilungkiang 

detachments of the guards were paid by the Heilungkiang 

Government two months in advance. The matter of 

furnishing pay for these guards is of great importance"^

Repeated to Nanking. (END MESSAGE)

For the Minister

ENGERT
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GRAY

Peiping via N. R<
From pated November 26, 1931

Rec’d 12:22 a.m
n .jtr . » i —mi. -j; ■ -w-.~

COPIES SENT TO ]

O.N.LANDMJ.D. i
Washington, D.

Secretary of State,

1007, November 26, .8 a.m

From Military Attache

”From Hsinmin General

message 5 p*m. November 25,

F/D
EW 

793.94/2909

Department of St .

at Chinchow yesterday:

Yung received telephone

Japanese are entering

city in force and taking over control civil government.y

Magistrate placed under military guard.”

Repeated to Nanking and Commander-in-Chief•

For the Minister

Engert

G. W.
£
Ü
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From PEIPING

Secretary of State, 

Washington, P>-

1010, November

Following from

Rec’d 8:55 a.m<

Bated November 26, 1931

Mukden: ’’November 25, 2 p.m.

T1
o 
m 
sg

STRICTLY COFFIBÏÏNTAIL

All indications point to an early Japanese drive 

against Chinhsienr-preliminary movements to create the

o 
OJ
(D

to 
<D
O

usual Japanese influence are now under way—in order 
o

to encompass the total diminution of Marshall ChangTs m
CJA t3 

power and Nanking’s influence in Manchuria. Occupation K-

of strategic centers by Japanese troops will ensure

Japanese domination of the whole country and will enable

Japan patiently and confidently to await China’s 

acceptance of its demands. With a free field Japanese 

efforts towards establishing and consolidating independent 

governments will be strengthened.-independent movements 

are fostered not spontaneous-^and an autonomous Manchuria 

under Japanese influence and protection appears extemely 

probable,* The existence of rampant banditry and the 

totally inadequate armed forces of independent governments

Japanese
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--^Japanese restrictions are being placed on their formation— 

gives Japan a reasonable although self imposed pretext 

for the continued military occupation of Manchuria until 

the situation has been settled to its satisfaction.”

For the Minister

E1TGERT

GW
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From

Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C.

November 26 5 p.m.

Rec Td

confidential for the secretary.
Your 120, November 25, 4 p.m.

I communicated substance of this message to Doctor

Koo this evening, ' I was careful to point out that this 

was a friendly suggestion on your part and not formal 

advice» Doctor Koo made a note of what I had to say» 

He stated that it was very difficult for the Government 

to withdraw its troops from Chinchow in the face of the 

present attitude of the people. He called attention 

to the fact that Nanking at this very time is full of

thousands of students from Shanghai, Hangchow and other 

places and that others are coming, all demanding that 

the President sign an undertaking to go north and to 

remain there until occupied territory has been recovered. 

He referred also to the unwillingness of the League to 

put a time upon the evacuation of Japanese troops from 

Manchuria and stated that this was a demand coming to 

the Government from all sides here in China and that to 

□EC 2 
1931

agree to less would involve great difficulties here.
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He again, expressed himself as much worried over the 

movement for an independent government in Manchuria 

which he stated was gaining ground. November 26, 8 p

JOHNSON

GW
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GREEN

From

Secretary of State

Washington

808, November 26, 11 p.m

FROL AMBASSADOR DAWES.

I have just

Drummond:

“May I draw

discussion of the

Rec*d 10:00 p.m

Paris

was

on their own re-and

made that the~j

F/D
EW 

Æ
7B

3.94/29 12

Dated November 26, 1931

( /vo/

received the following letter^rcfta/ 
’X X .

your attention to a point in yesterday<s

twelve members of the Council other than

Japan and China which I think may have a special interest

for your Government

After it had been decided that the President of the

Council should send a telegram to both the Chinese and c?

Japanese Governments in connection with the threatening^

situation at Chinchow, the suggestion

various governments might in addition

sponsibility take individual action. Two possibilities

therefor were suggested. First, the despatch of telegrariis 

to the two governments exhorting them against any action 

which would aggrevate matters in that region; and, second, 

the despatch of as many observers as possible to the 

vicinity of Chin chow. The Council finally agreed, that it 
would
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would be very helpful if the Government of the United 

States felt itself able to take independent action on these 

lines at the same time as the other governments."

JS SHAW
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Secretary of State

Washington

Dated November 26, 1931

27th'Jtè<d 1:
’77, \

Penis

4/,

809, November 26, midnight.-

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES

Following is Sweetser’s complete report,’”a 

summary of which is contained in my telegram 807, 

November 26, 9 p.m.

nThe situation seemed to clear considerably 

today for the first time following yesterday’s pub

lication of the general lines of the Council’s 

project of agreement and the American communication 

thereon together with Briand’s report this afternoon 

of a promising conversation with Sze who had just 

received his instructions. The chief preoccupation 

now centers around Chinchow where the Council members

decided to recommend cooperative action to establish 

a neutral zone and Italy offered to send troops.

At the opening of the meeting of the twelve

members of
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members of the Council not including the -partie# 

Briand reported a conversation with Yoshizawa who 

had handed him the following aide mémoire.

•One. Faithful to its desire for peace and 

the resolution of September 30th the Japanese Govern

ment wishes at all costs to avoid a collision in the 

Chinchow district where some twenty thousand men are 

at present concentrated. Moreover the army of General 

Chang Hsueh Liang numbering about one hundred thousand 

men is west of the Great Wall.

Two. The military government of Chinchow con

tinues and of this the Japanese government has fresh 

evidence, to engage in a campaign of provocation 

designed to disorder in the districts

bordering on the South Manchurian Railway zone. 

Further the words and acts of the President of the 

Chinese Republic himself give evidence of marked 

hostility to our troops. The Japanese command however 

has endeavored to maintain peace and avoid any incident.

Three. It should also be pointed out that Japanese 

columns are compelled from time to time to carry out

police
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police operations against large bands of Chinese 

brigands and irregulars who are ravaging the districts 

bordering on the railway zone and who often attack the 

zone. In the course of one of these expeditions a 

collision might occur with Chinese regular troops 

several detachments of which are in advance of the 

main Chinchow forces in the district along the right 

bank of the Liao river.

Four. Thus should the present situation be 

prolonged and although the Japanese forces are firmly 

decided not to take the initiative of an offensive 

action, it is to be feared that a fortuitous incident 

might occur, the consequences of which might be of 

extreme gravity. A conflict between our forces and 

those of Chinchow would bring about an advance of 

Chang Hsueh Liang’s army from its positions within 

the Great Wall.

Five. To obviate such an eventuality it is 

absolutely necessary to take immediate steps to prevent 

any aggravation of the situation and to obviate the

possibility
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possibility of a collision* Such an eventuality would 

be particularly unfortunate at a moment when thanks 

to the Council’s preserving efforts a satisfactory 

solution of the Manchurian incident seems to be in 

sight.

Six. It is in the hope of a rapid intervention 

to preclude any danger that the Japanese Government 

requests the Council to give its serious attention to 

these facts and to recommend urgently that the Chinese 

forces should not concentrate to the West of Liao.

Paris, November 36, 1931’.

Briand stated he had informed Yoshiziwa of the 

steps taken as regards the telegram yesterday to the 

two governments and the despatch of observers. He 

expressed to his colleagues the view that any new 

incident while negotiations were in progress would be 

an attack on the Council and would be ’insupportable*. 

He had examined with Mr. Yoshiziwa whether it would 

be possible with the help of observers to create a 

neutral zone. This however presented difficulties-

from
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from the Japanese viewpoint as they desired their troops 

to give a certain freedom to move about quickly, The 

suggestion was however not rejected; hence the Council 

should examine whether it wete feasible. Briand was 

distinctly worried about Chinchow; there seemed two 

very distinct currents in Japan.

Drummond raised the point whether the observers 

could not be given definite instructions. Ceoil said 

that if they acted separately they would not succeed. 

They should accordingly endeavor to act together. He 

would be glad for his part to instruct the British 

observer to act with his colleagues. Obviously a plan 

could not be drafted in Paris; the details must be 

left to the man on the spot.

Briand agreed with this viewpoint. If a group 

of observers could be constituted it would form a 

definite center and might greatly aid the Commission, 

At Madariaga’s suggestion the following identic text 

was later prepared and approved as an aid to the various 

governments.

’Both the Chinese and Japanese representatives

call
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call Monsieur Briand*s attention today to the still 

dangerous situation which existed in the Ohinchow 

region. Monsieur Briand consulted his colleagues, 

other than the Chinese and Japanese representatives 

and it was agreed that those governments which were 

able to send observers to the region of Ohinchow 

should be requested to give them the following 

instructions :

s' One. The observers shall in concert with one 

another examine the possibility of establishing as 

between the Chinese and Japanese troops a neutral 

zone or any other system calculated to prevent any 

collision between the troops of the two parties. 

Two. The said observers will in concert with 

one another consider the means of establishing liason 

with the commanders of the Japanese and Chinese forces 

with a view to the necessary arrangements being made. 

The Chinese and (Japanese?) governments have 

been informed of the above proposal*.

Later in the meeting Scdaloja remarked that 

Italy was ready to send troops to the zone. There

was
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was at the moment no comment on this suggestion. Later 

Oolban drew attention to the fact that the Council had 

a definite proposal from the Chinese for such action; 

obviously it should reply in one way or another; 

possibly the members of the Council having troops in 

that region could consult together. Cecil stated he 

had already communicated with his Government on the 

subject. Briand added that if several nations could 

join in this move it might be possible to have an 

appreciable force. The suggestion however seemed a 

surprise; there is not much momentum behind it at 

the moment,

Briand also reported a conversation held just 

previously with Sze, which had.seemed to him most 

promising. The Chinese representative said that he 

had now received his instructions and though he did 

not fully know their contents nor expect to have them 

completely deciphered before tomorrow morning he 

understood they gave him considerable liberty. Briand 

expressed the opinion that China would be àbie to 

negotiate on the same b as Isas.announced yèôtçrday by

the
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the other members of the Council and that the situation 

seemed to him to be orientated towards a solution.

He thought the Council would be able to give Sze certain 

psychological satisfactions for the benefit of his 

ic opinion and had assured Sze that the Council 

was anxious to do everything possible to help him.

Briand then suggested that a small drafting 

committee might be appointed to save time. This was 

done as the communique later expressed it 1 in the 

hope that an agreement will be reached on the general 

line of the preliminary draft communicated to the 

press yesterday’. The members appointed were Briand, 

Cecil, Madariaga and Colban. The first meeting will 

be held tomorrow morning when the committee will 

consider not only any retouches to the draft resolu

tion which they may think it possible to accept to 

aid either the Japanese or the Chinese, but also the 

general declaration which the President of the Council 

plans to make after the adoption of the resolution in 

order to-'restate and to keep unimpaired certain broad 

principles of international law involved in the dispute.

A brief discussion also ensued regarding the

size
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size of the commission. Briand stated that the Japanese 

had suggested three members; he wondered if this was 

enough. Mutius thought it was. Soialoja pointed out 

the burden that would rest on the third member if the 

first one disagreed and also the difficulty that 

might arise in case of sickness. Madariaga thought that 

with a region so vast to cover and with the possible 

need of subcommittees the number was small. Drummond 

drew attention to the question of expense; he thought 

it might be best to delay decision until discussion 

with the parties.

Finally, there was an exchange of views on pro

cedure. At the present moment it is arranged that 

the drafting committee shall meet tomorrow morning to 

consider the draft resolution and the President’s 

declaration; it shall then as soon as possible have a 

preliminary discussion with the Chinese and the Japanese 

separately and report.to the other members of the Twelve; 

and finally the full group will'meet with the represen

tatives of each party. Therefore if all goes well a 

public meeting will be held but probably not this week"•

CT SHAW
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

HS FROM GRAY

Amoy via H.R

Dated November 27, 1931

Secretary of State

Washington

November 27 2 p .m

\ Department of State

IAFFAIR

Anti-Japanese boycott rigidly enforced in this 

district. Anti-Japanese feeling strong amongst Chinese 

authorities, leading Chinese and students « Minor anti

Japanese demonstrations. Situation remains as set forth 

in my telegram of October 19, 9 a»m

Repeated to Legation

G.W. F xtANikL IN

WSB

•D
EC- 2
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

MET GRAY

From peiping via N.R

Dated November 27, 1931

Rec’

Secretary of State

■ 3:15 a.m.
Division of \ 

"FAR EASI&fiN AFFAIR^

Washington
Déplument of Stat®

1014, November 27, 1 p.m,

Legation’s 947, November 17, 10 a.m.. and 989

November 23. noon

Desired, report made in despatch No. 490, Novem-

her 23rd from American Consulate General at Mukden

to the Legation. Copies transmitted directly to the

Department and Tokyo

For the Minister

PERKINS
GW-HPD

Salt revenue
0 8

 'A
O

W
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The Following telegram has been sent to the

Legation today;

"November 27, 10 a.m. There was a fresh

outbreak of disorders in Chinese city near Japanese 

concession borders last night about 8:30, the dis

turbance it is alleged originating between Chinese

police and so called plain clothes men. Japanese 

claim many rifle bullets and some shrapnel or mountain 

gun shells fell in Japanese concession and that the 

Chinese authorities were requested to stop this 

firing into the concessions and then having failed 

to do so the Japanese returned the fire. In the 

course of the disturbances rifle, machine guns, 

trench mortars, hand grenades and perhaps mountain 

guns were used. Some forty or fifty trench mortar 

shells were fired and Chinese claim many of them rn

were directed by the Japanese towards the Public

Safety Bureau, telephone office and the provisional 35 

government headquarters and that some damage was done to 
• « ♦ 

provisional headquarters and telephone, office.

F
/D

EW
 

793.94/2916

Firing
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&2- From Tientsin, Nov.27, 1S31

Firing kept up at intervals practically throughout 

the night. Rifle firing is now bein^ heard and a 

very tense situation prevails. Some of the barri

cades in the Japanese concession were removed 

yesterday and many Japanese volunteers had been 

relieved from this service. The exact responsi

bility for the disorders last night as in the case 

of the November 8 disturbances is not known. 

Repeated to the Department and Nanking.”

LOCKHART
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NO. 52
AMERICAN CONSULATE,

Foochow, China, October 30, 1931

&
!—1055

Subject: Anti-Japanese Demonstrations of Students 
of American Financed

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,

Vi

oj

5have the honor to repor

Washington.

Institutions

/that this Consulate

ç/grnwas recently placed in an embarrassing position by

the students of certain local mission schools with

American interests.

/ On October 12, 1931 about 100 students from the

s Fukien Christian University, a local institution of 

higher learning, paraded before the Japanese Consulate 

General here and shouted insulting remarks in English 

(or remarks that the Japanese Consul General consider

ed to be insulting). Under the belief that the 

Fukien Christian University is an American controlled 

institution, the Consul General for Japan at Foochow

made a strong protest to this Consulate. He stated

that he was very anxious to avoid trouble of any kind

in Foochow, but if there was a repetition of such

D
EC 2 2 $31

demonstrations and the Chinese authorities failed to 

curb them, there would be no alternative but for him 

to take positive and drastic; measures to see that they 

were not again repeated. Although the Consulate 

feels that it is in no wise responsible for the actions
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of the Chinese students of an American school, it 

felt that it was necessary to preserve the peace on 

Nantai Island (the principal area of American 

residences in Foochow including the Consulate, and 

also other foreigners), and in view of this fact 

despatched a letter to the Chinese president of the 

Fukien Christian University, a copy of which is en

closed herewith together with the reply from the 

Dean of the University.

The st°tus of the Fukien Christian University is 

typical of foreign financed institutions of learning 

in China. The university campus is American property 

and is registered as such in this Consulate. The 

school is largely financed with American funds but 

the President is Chinese and actually the institution 

is under Chinese control. Some of the faculty are 

Americans but they do not have a controlling voice in 

the management of University affairs. Another 

factor in the case is that one of the British missions 

has a small interest in the University. There is 

also enclosed a copy of a letter, dated October 30, 

1931, addressed to this Consulate by an American 

faculty member of the Fukien Christian University, 

which shows very clearly its (the Fukien Christian 

University’s) anomalous status.

Another incident occurred when the school girls 

of the Hwa Nan College, an American financed institu

tion, but Chinese controlled, pasted posters with

reading
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reading matter derogatory to Japan on the walls of 

the compound of the Japanese Consulate General. The 

Japanese Consul General states that he is not pro

testing against placards which are not couched in 

violent terms such as ’’Kill the Japanese” etc., and 

further that the wall surrounding his Consulate 

General is the only place where he is insisting 

that no placard of any description can be posted.

Now it happened that the students of no other 

schools, Chinese Government or otherwise, gave cause 

for complaint by thé Japanese Consulate.General in 

so far as demonstrations were concerned. This was 

due, no doubt, not only to the fact that.the students 

in the mission schools have become more bold as they 

believe they entertain a measure of protection from 

the foreign countries having an interest in their 

schools, but also to the fact that the Provincial 

Government took strict steps to avoid any such con

tingency, and has successfully prevented any untoward 

"incidents” that might have added fuel to the fire of 

the Sino-Japanese controversy. Of course, here as 

elsewhere, a Japanese boycott has been in full effect 

and the city has been plastered with anti-Japanese 

propaganda, consisting of placards containing phrases 

with the most violent and sinister implications.

The effective co-operation of the Provincial 

Government, the Japanese Consulate General, the

-American
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American faculty members of the American financed 

schools and this Consulate has kept peace on Nantai 

Island, "a consummation devoutly to be desired." 

Although the Provincial Government showed great 

foresight and made every effort to keep the peace, 

such was not the case with the local Tang Pu f-j?, 

or Party Headquarters, which organization, in spite 

of the policies of the Provincial Government, was 

undoubtedly responsible for the student demonstrations 

of October 12, 1931.

Bishop John Gowdy, Mr. Everett M. Stowe, Reverend 

R. W. McClure and other Americans connected with the 

Fukien Christian University inform this Consulate that 

they, as well as the Chinese teachers and students of 

the Fukien Christian University, consider that this 

demonstration was a rash act with little good to 

result therefrom, but that they (the students) were 

forced into it through the pressure of agents of the 

Tang Pu and the Chinese Government schools. These 

gentlemen state that the students set out on this 

parade in fear and trembling and were glad when they 

arrived back on the campus without having met with any 

serious accidents.

Respectfully yours,

I
 Gordon L. Burke,

•American Vice Consul.

Enclosures :
1. Mr.Burke to the President of the Fukien Christian 

University, dated October 13, 1931.
2. Mr.Chen to Mr. Burke, dated Oc/tober 16, 1931.
3. Mr.Beach to Mr. Burke, dated October 30, 1931.

800
GLB:CRW:ETH

In quintuplicate.
Copy to the Legation
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Enclosure No.l to despatch No.52 of Gordon L. Burke, American 
Vice Consul, Foochow, China, dated October 30, 1931, on the 
subject: Anti-Japanese Demonstrations of Students of American 
Financed Institutions.

AMERICAN CONSULATE, Foochow, ChinQ, October 13, 1931.

The President,
Fukien Christian University, 

Kueichi.

Sir:

The Consul General for Japan at Foochow informed 
this Consulate on the morning of October 12, 1931 th«t 
about one hundred students from the Fukien Christian 
University had just paraded past his Consulate shout
ing many insulting remarks in English.

In view of the American interests involved it is 
requested that you t»ke prompt and effective measures 
to control your students in the future. M«ny foreigners, 
including Americans, have their homes on the island of 
Nant«i, and so it is the sincere wish of this Consulate 
to see complete peace preserved here. It is the belief 
of this office that student parades should not be held 
on Nantai Island, as such parades are the potential 
source of disturbing the peace which this Consulate is 
desirous of maintaining.

The Chief of the Bureau of Public Safety of the 
Municipality of Foochow has informed the writer that 
he is bending all his efforts to keep the students from 
precipitating any unhappy incidents «nd it is this 
Consulate’s desire that the Fukien Christian University 
give him full cooperation in the matter.

It is suggested that you take prompt measures to 
bring about a satisfactory settlement of the above- 
mentioned incident.

You are renuested to give me an early reply to 
this letter.

Very truly yours,

Gordon L. Burke, 
American Vice Consul.

A true ccpv u: j 
! be hwrnful
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Enclosure No.2 to despatch No.52 of Gordon L. Burke, American 
Vice Consul, Foochow, Chin®, Dated October 30, 1931, on the 
subject: Anti-Japanese Demonstration of Students of American 
Financed Institutions.

COPY.

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Foochow, China.

October 16, 1931.

The American Consul, 

Foochow.

De°r Sir:

On account of the absence of the President, your 

letter dated the 13th inst. has been brought to my 

attention. Concerning the parade of our students on 

Nanfcai Island on October 12, the matter has already 

been taken up by the Chinese government, whose orders 

we shall, of course, obey.

We have exact record of the slogans which the 

students shouted in English when they passed the Japanese 

Consulate on October 12, and if you should desire to 

know precisely what was said, we would be glad to 

furnish the information.

Very truly yours,

(signed) Theodore H. E. Chen 
Dean

Copy to Bishop John Gowdy
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Enclosure No.3 of despatch No.5?. of Gordon L. Burke, 
American Vice Consul, Foochow, ChinQ, dated October 30, 
1931, on the subject: Anti-Japanese Demonstration of 
Students of American Financed Institutions.

COPY.

Fukien Christian University.

October 30, 1931.

The American Consul, 
Foochow, China.

Sir:

A short time ago you had occasion to send instruc
tions to the American citizens in this University re
garding passports, etc. The letter was sent to the 
’’Administration of Fukien Christian University.”

I have consulted with the other American members 
here and am writing in accordance therewith. As you 
probably are aware there are no Americans in the 
Administration of this college. To address the Ad
ministration in regard to student behavior or property 
is probably correct. This college is diplomatically 
under the control of a Board of Managers in Foochow, 
Registered under the Nanking Government and at the 
same time apparently under the control of,a Board of 
Trustees in New York City. Each presumes itself to 
be in complete ultimate control. So much for that 
part of it.

But when it comes to matters of uitizenship, 
passports, et al, safety of persons, travel in the 
interior, it appears to us American that you would 
delay any letters to us by from 12 hours to two or three 
days, sometimes if you send it to the ’*Administration 
of FCU." Therefore we suggest that you either address 
the "Americans at FCU" or as we agree, address it to 
me as the senior member of this American group. Such 
letters should not be opened and subject to the 
knowledge of the Chinese office force.

Yours truly,

(Signed) Fred P. Beach.

(Of the American Bo°rd Mission.)
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Division of, Far Ea^rn Affairs
December 18. 1931.

Mr. Jacobs:

In a case such as this I do not think 
that Burke should have written to the 
Chinese President of the University. The 
University is under Chinese administration 
and control. The activities of the 
Chinese students complained of by the 
Japanese Consul took place off the Uni
versity grounds and did not menace the 
safety of the physical property of the 
University. The activities had a very 
remote if any bearing upon the American 
financial interests in the University. 
Mr. Burke might perhaps have brought 
the matter to the attention of the 
senior American member on the staff 
of the University but even that, in 
my opinion, would not have been appro
priate under the circumstances.

MMH/VDM
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The Honorable
Kelson T. Johnson,

American Minister, 
Peiping. g

Sir:
Referring to despatch No. 53 of October 30, 1931, 

from the American Vice Consul at Foochow, entitled "Anti- q 
Japanese Demonstrations of Students of American Financed ~ 
Institutions" (a copy of which was apparently sent the 
Legation), the Department notes that Mr. Burke, following 
the receipt of a letter from the Japanese Consul General 
protesting against action by the Chinese students of Fukien 

Christian University, addressed a letter to the President 
of the University, who is a Chinese citizen, requesting 
that steps be taken to control the activities of the stu
dents. It seems to the Department that, rather than to 
have written to the President of the University, Mr. Burke 
should in the premises have replied to the Japanese Consul 
General, stating that the Fukien Christian University, 
although financed in part by American funds, thereby creat
ing an American interest, is administered and controlled by 
the Chinese, and that ae the question Involved in this case 
was one of administration it would seem that complaints, if 
any, should be addressed to the administrative authorities.

In
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In thin connection attention is Invited to the Depart 
meat's instructions Ho. 871 of May 33, 1938, Ho. 1403 of 
November 15, 1929, and Ho. 327 of December 8, 1930, which 
pertain to the question of Jurisdiction over educational 
institutions under Chinese administration and control and 
to the question of the exercise by the Chinese authorities 
of jurisdiction over Chinese cltltens enrolled in or con
nected with educational institutions, whether American or 

Chinese.
Very truly yours, 

For the Secretary of State:

W. H. Castle, Jr/

793.94/3917

FE:MMH:AT
12/19/31
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

December 3, 1931•

Foochow» October 30» No* 52*

On October 12 about 100 students of the Fukien 
Christian University paraded before the Japanese 
Consulate General shouting insulting remarks. The 
Japanese Consul General protested to the American 
Consulate.

The status of Fukien Christian University is 
typical of foreign financed institutions of learning 
in China. The campus is American property and the 
school is largely financed with American funds. 
There are Americans on the faculty» but none in 
the administration, and the school is actually 
under Chinese control.

This particular incident was of a minor sort, 
but it emphasizes the anomalous position of American- 
supported schools in China.

EBT
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL

■7

SUBJECT:'

The

PM
 ftECü Washington.

Tientsin, China, October 21, 1931

Statements Relating to Bombitagp 
Passenger Train on September 24 
near Hsinluntien and Bombing of 
Chinchow on October 8

ONORABLE

Secretary of State

IO 
CM

ïfave the honor to enclose herewith a copy, in/ I

' triplicate, of my despatch No. 39 of this date, to

the Legation at Peiping, on the above mentioned subject

Respectfully yours,

F. P. Lockhart, 
American Consul General»

Enclosure: £2

To Legation at Peiping, October 21, 1931.

sg

800
FPL/DA:w

Original and 2 copies to Department.
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NO. 39

' e.! ■ ■■
AMERICAN CONSULATE GENKRAL,

Tientsin, China, October 21, 1931

SUBJECT: statements Relating to Bombing 
of Passenger Train on September 
24, near Hsinluntien end fiombing 
of Chinohow on October 8.

The Honorable Nelson T. Johnson, 
Ameriean Minister, 

Peiping, China.
Sirs

I have the honor to enclose herewith a mimeograph
ed statement entitled "An indiotement", now being 

circulated « » Tiinain ty Chu Hsln Hui, concerning the 

bombing of passenger train No. 102 between liasanchin 

and Hsinluntien, 30 kilometers west of Mukden, by a 

Japanese airplane on September 1'4. as will be observed 

some of the statements are In the form of affidavits 

and contain the version of oye witnesses.

There is also enclosed a statement describing the 

bombing of Chinchow on October 8. Both pamphlets are 

illustrated end are being transmitted for such informa

tion as may be gleaned therefrom. It is realized that 

the Legation and the Department may already have in 

their possession copies of the two statements.

Respectfully yours,

f. P. Lockhart, 
American Consul General.

800
FPL/DASW

Enclosures: 
1/, and 8/, as noted.

Original and 8 copies to Legation 

In triplicate to department.
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AN’ I J® D I G T MENT

c h u H s 1 n Hu i

Tientsin

October 1951
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PREFACE

"Tokio, September 30. - The Chinese delegates’ accu
sation ta the League that a Japanese plane on Sept. 24th 
attacked a passenger train on the Peping-Mukden Railway 
is officially denied."

Te the above news message broadcasted all over the 
world through the powerful and much respected Reuter’s 
Agency, this little booklet owes its publication. A Ool- 
lection of the Original official reports, eye-witness 
accounts, and piôtures of the pitiful victims of the most 
shocking murders ever committed by the uniformed agents of 
a civilized nation - this booklet was never meant fer pub
lication, Gruesome in details and offensive to the taste of 
gentle readers, the nntericXS fee? this booklet wore 
collected for the sole and only purpose of indicting in the 
ordinary court of justice a number of Japanese airmen who 
wantonly attacked a peaceful passenger train rünning through 
the territory of a friendly nation carrying five to six 
thousand innocent inen, women, and children fleeing from the 
terrifying scene of their looted and burning homes for the 
only humble purpose of preserving the lives that were given 
to them by the mercies of God, Any government deserving 
its name in the estimate of the modern and civilized world, 
would readily bring those murdorers to justice to vindicate 
the death of the innocent and to make amends for the sorrow 
and suffering of the living. But the Imperial Government 
of Japan doos not. In stead, it has deliberately come out 
to the open and allied itself with those murderers by 
issuing an official denial with a viow to whitewashing the 
destardly acts of its blood-thirsty agents. As no ordinary 
criminal courts can take jurisdiction over a government, 
much loss a government said to bo in possession of all the 
destructive powers that modern science and invention can 
give, wo are compelled to submit this cose to the judgment 
Cf world’s citizens. By scrutinizing the facts as assembled 
in this booklet, our very fair and just readers are left 
to form your own opinion. Perhaps in those days of world
wide economic crisis and general unrest, there is no human 
agency to bring these murderers and their wilful accomplice 
to the altar of justice and retribution. But the world 
must be acquainted with what actually happened, for death 
may not be vindicated but truth must not be smothered. And, 
in tho end, truth will prevail.

Can lies cover up Murders:
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KILLED - Names unkown—Front view

Chiao

F. N LI’S MOTHER—Aged 70

BULLET HOLE —On the steel exterior of third 
cla'S car No. 205—dented inward Hole of the 
wooden board interior is one inch lower, proving 
that the bullet had entered in a downward direction.

HOLE—On window glass of dining 
car No. 248.

SWfc'W

THE WOUNDED-Chang co-Wen ^in black) 
Chia-Wei (in white)

KILLED—Names unknown—Bullet hole at the back of the head.

KILLED—LI FENG-N1EN, 27, native of Pei Chun, Liaoning 
employed at the Liaoning Finance Bureau, 

outlived by mother and wife.

bullet
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VJHAT ACTUALLY HAPPEÏ-TED. On September 24th, 1931, at 11.45 
a.m. when’the P. N. R. Through Passenger Express Train No. 
102 Up was running between Masanchin and Hsinluntien, nt a 
distance of about 30 kilometres West of'Mukden, a Japanese 
aeroplane opened fire into the train over-crowded with re
fugees frorfïfakden City. A large number of casualties 
resulted. Kir. J. G. Thomson, General Manager & Chief 
Accountant of the P. N. R. was on the train with his 
family and a number of foreign ladies. Ho made a report 
on this incident and also two wounded passengers who wore 
carried to Tientsin for treatment at the Mackenzie Hospital 
of the London Mission. When the train arrive* at Tientsin 
Central Station on the following afternoon a large number 
of foreign and Chinese newspaper mon wont to the station to 
examine the damage and the wounded. Dr. Brandt of the 
Deutsche Allcgumcine Zeitung wasvalso present. Third class 
car No.205, on which the greatest^number•of casualties 
happened bears a bullet holo resulting from firing by the 
Japanese. It was examined by Messrs. J. G. Thomson, G. KI. 
& C. A#, V/. 0. Leitch, Engineor-in-Chiof, and F. A. Jamieson, 
Works Superintendent, all of the P. N. R. Tiro car is now 
under seal signed by these three gentlemen and locked up at 
the T.S.E. Station to serve is necessary evidence.

OFFICIAL REPORTS EY3-WTTNESS ACCOUNTS.
1. Passages from a loiter mitten by Mr. J. G. Thomson, 

General Manager & Chief Accountant of the P. II. R. addressed 
to B. T. B. Boothby, Esq., Shanghai, dated September 26, 
1931, re shooting of Passenger Train 102 Up by Japanese Air
men on September 24, 1931, between Masonchia and Hsinluntien 
Stations bn P* N. R.

"On my wry do^/n .leaving Hucnglcutun about 11 a.m. 
èn Thursday morning, wo hud proceeded loss than an 
hour1s journey, or about 34 kilometres, when our train, 
on which ny service car 77ns attached, was attacked by 
& Japanese aeroplane. Many bullets wore fired into 
the train end the aeroplane itself began its ascent 
almost directly over the- service car. At the next 
stop the situation was. investigated end it ans found 
that 3 people had boon killed and 5 wounded (one of 
tho wounded subsequently died). Various marks could 
be observed on the cors shov/i^g whore the bullets hud 
entered cars.

"I cm. to-day reporting co our Consul-General the 
incident of the Japanese aeroplane isun fire on train 
102 on which I was’ travelling yesterday, as it en
dangered not only the lives of myself ...rid my family, 
but tho lives of some other ladies of German and '.Italian 
nationalité^ who travelled with us in the service car 
as they could find no other accommodation an the train.n
2. Official report by Conductor, ccc. of Train 102 Up 

to the Superintendent of Transportation, P. N. R.
"To tho Superintendent of Transportation, 

Head Office.
RE SHOOTING OF TRAIN 102 UP AND KILLING OF P^SS'TGEPa 

BY JAPANESE AEROPLANE ON SEPT&IBER 24th, 1931.
"The undersigned wore on duty on Train 102 Up on 

Sept. 24th. Vie had to stand on tho roof of one of the 
cars owing to the immense crowd of refugees packed there
in. When our train started out from Kasanchia, xrc saw
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a Japanese aroplano (we knew it was Japanese, because it 
had the red sun insignia on its body and because the 
Japanese had occupied our aerodome at Mukden and seized 
all the planes therein) No.920 (some passengers said it 
was 290 but others said P20) flying in the same direc
tion as our train. Then, it flew back and encircled 
our train firing a few shots. Suddenly it scooped 
down near our locomotive almost touching our car tops. 
At the same time, it swept the train with gun fire. 
Finally, it flew away in the Eastward direction.

"Upon our arrival at Hsinluntinn, we examined our 
cars and saw one passenger killed on the platform of 
third class car No.205. His body was at once removed 
to the station. In all, there wore 5 wounded on various 
cars, one at his hand, one at his left arm, one at his 
ribs, two at the legs, and one with a bullet breaking 
through his thigh. The last one died on car No.205 
after our train had passed Tahushan and was moved off at 
Chintuitsu. According to several passengers and Driver 
Fu, a number of persons were seen to have fallen off the 
cars during the commotion.

"There is a bullet hole on the front end of car 
No.205 and another at the right hand side window in the 
rear of dining car No.248.

"We arc not absolutely sure of the number of the 
aeroplane owing to the suddenness of the attack and re
sulting confusion.

"The confirmation of our report by long distance 
telephone, wo respectfully submit this report in writing.

(Signed) Chang Kwci-Tuh,
S.H.K. Conductor.

Tung Huei-Tung, 
S.H.K. Train Ticket 

Examiner.
September 25, 1931."

3. Signed affidavit by wounded passenger Chang-Lo-Wen.

"Undersigned, Chang Lo-Won, aged 36, a native of 
Yang-Liu-Chin, and employed at Chief of Aids’ Department 
of the Second Army.

"I travelled from Mukden on September 24, 1931, by 
Passenger Train 102 Up. As the cars were overcrowded, 
I had to stand on the platform of the third class car 
No.205. There were over thirty Udd passengers, men, 
women and children, standing on the platform of the 
two connecting cars. Passenger Li Feng-Nien was stand
ing besides myself; he had a wife and mother seated inside 
of the car. During a conversation with Mr. Li, I told 
him to get inside the car to keep his mother and wife 
company. He replied, the car was too crowded to get in. 
There was also an old gentleman, aged 50 or more, accom
panied by a woman aged around 30 carrying a baby daughter 
of 2 to 3 years in her arms. Her two sons aged about 3 
and 5 were standing beside her. Tire family all had 
Muledcn accent. The sone were complaining about the sun
heat and mother was comforting them.
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’’When our train left Huang-ku-tun, I saw tvzo Japanese 
air squadrons, one flying South-westward and another fly
ing directly West. One ®f the Westward aeroplanes, followed 
our train. It circled over our train three times only 
two or three feet above the car top. As soon as our 
train left Ma-san-chia, it fired ever ten shots at the 
front of car No.205. The cld men was hit first and dropped 
down from the car platform. The baby daughter slipped 
through the arms of the frightened woman. She also dropped 
onto the rail and was followed by her crying sons. The 
Japanese airman '. as firing from an angle to the right of the 
train. All persons of the car platform swinged to the loft. 
As a result, quite a number of persons on the left extreme 
side were crowded off the car platform. They must have 
perished as the train was going at top speed in order to 
escape from the air attack. Among those remaining on the 
platform, one passenger was shot at the back of his head, 
his face was covered with blood and he died almost ins- 
taneously. Mr. Li ’.'as shot in his thigh. At once, he 
rushed to his mother and wife inside the car, in a fainting 
condition. I followed him, and seeing his head was drop
ping, I went to help the ladies to carry him up. As I 
raised my arm, I sew that my left hand sleeve was full of 
blood. 6n closer examination, I discovered that my left 
arm was shot through. Then, I felt a heated spot on my 
left-hand side rib. It was wounded.

”As cur train stopped at Hsin-lun-tien, I got on to 
the locomotive for the sake of safety. un my way t® 
Tientsin, I saw Japanese aroplanes at Chu-liu-ho, Ta-hu-shan, 
Kow-pang-tse and Chinhsien, all returning from West. I was 
told that they dropped bombs at these places, and that at 
Chinhsien one of these aeroplanes wounded a soldier at the 
Eastern Barracks.

’’There were no persons travelling on our train in 
military uniform.

”1 saw Japanese soldiers between Hsin-lun-tien and 
Chu-liu-hc.

(Signed) Chang Lo Uen."

4. Signed affidavit by wounded passenger Chino Chia-Wei.

’’Undersigned, Chiao Chin-Wei, aged 23, native ®f 
Tungchow, a student mechanic in the Mukden Aeronautical 
Schoel.

’’On account of the disturbances at Mukden, I left 
Huang-ku-tun Station on morning of September 24, 1931, by 
train 102 Up. As the train was overcrowded with refugees, 
I had to climb up to the roof of third class car No.205. 
There were over ton persons including 1 lady and my servant. 
When our train left Huang-ku-tun Station, a Japanese aero
plane was sighted, flying after our train. It circled over 
our train three times. As soon os our train started from 
l'a-san-chia Station, it fired three shots at our locomotive. 
At once, I yelled out: ’’All lie down"I This plane is firing 
at us"! The plane, then, scooped down on us and opened 
fire at a very"close range. I had paralyzing feeling on 
one of my.fingers which bled copiouslyThe finger was hit

"There wasn’t any passenger on the train in military 
uniform.

(Signed) Chiao Chia-Wei."
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.:EXI'Ly7ATJ.pj[* The Reuter’s Peping Agency cabled 
out on October'"isT'^thK fcllox^ing:

"With reference to t.'.ie firing on the railway train No* 
102 by Japanese airplane on September 24, the Japanese Lega
tion spokesman to-dec state! that the Japanese Military 
Authorities in Manchuria hacl wired tho result^ of their in
vestigation into the matter* According to their version, 
on the day in question a Japanese aeroplane wenu up at 
Sinmintun and was flying South-westv/ard, parallel to.the 
Peping-Mukdcn Hallway whin it was fired upon by banalts 
hidden in a kaoliang field near the lino. This is said to 
have occurred when the plane was 500 metres OLÇ Shang-
hokangtze and about 15 kilometres Southwest Sinmintun. 
The aeroplane, the report says, "countcrod-attacked,Taad 
fire! about ten round ut the bandits who were aoeut thirty 
in number* The plane then had some machin^ trouble, and 
flow back to Sirmintun* Tho pilot states that.no did not 
notice that any dcriago hud been done to the train,.though 
apparent^ he admits that tho train was in tne vicinity."

T^ R2BXJTTAL* The lioutor’s rebutted that above message by 
continuing, "Travellers on tho train both foreigners and 
Chinese, say that a good many shots wore Tirol which they 
were convinced were directed at the train. At least two 
Chinese were killed and several wounded* Responsible 
foreigners on tho train saw the aeroplane filing and saw one 
er more of the Chinese victims".

That tho Japanese explanation is a farce, can be shown if 
we remember that 15 kilometres south-west of Hsinmintun, which 
is itself 60 kilometres West of Mukden makes a total distance 
of 75 kilometres West of Mukden whereas the scone of the out- 
rate was 30 kilometres West of Mukden. There coula be no 
bandits in the question, real or imaginaryI

that.no
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INTRODUCING OUR JAPANESE FRIENDS
Their "fair and friendly attitude" towards China 

their professed concern for the "coimaon 
existence and prosperity of the 

two sister nations" 
their honor

and "a local incident"
THE BOBBING OF C H I N C II 0 17

C II U ESIN HUI
Tientsin 

October 1931
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When the Japanese aeroplane fired at a Peping- 
Liaoning Railway passenger train"on ooyt. 24th killing"two 
and wounding six passengers, Japan officially explains 
that the airmen in question 'were "counter-attacking" a 
group of Chinese bandits to the South-west of Ilsinmin - 
about forty-five kilometres away fron tho scene of the 
murderous attack. A bit of very far-stretched imagina
tion, indeed!

Since then, Japan has performed a number of’ 
similar acts and invariably she "explains".

On October 8th at 2.-15 p.m., twelve days after 
the Japanese Government had issued an official statement 
assuring the world of its "fair and friendly attitude" 
towards China and exactly one week after Minister Yoshizawa 
had solemnly ©ngagod Japan’s honour w observe League of 
Nations* résolutjon to completely withdraw all the Japanese 
troops from the occupied none in Manchuria, twelve Japanese 
aeroplanes visited Cainehow, a Rail./ay Station 236 kilo
metres i.e. 142 viles West of ihukdon, and dropped a great 
number of bcmos. of which at least 3C exploded, killing 
16 men and women and seriously wounding 12 including one 
Russian Professor ox' the local University, who subsequently 
succumbed to his v;ounds in the Rail.jay Hospital.

The Railway Hospital, always flying two rod cross 
flags, was not sparse, fron tho at tach. Four bombs -were
dropped to the South-east end three to the Norvh of the 
Hospital building, the nearest one being only twenty feet 
away.

We reprint, as below, original Javanese news 
paper reports and cable dispatches by important and neutral 
agencies as well as pictures taken on the spot by news 
paper correspondents who rushed to the scene to witness 
one of the most atrocious attack on humaid ty in modern 
times.

We need only add that not a single shot was fired 
at the planes by the Chinese. There are hundred, and 
thousand souls in Chinchow to bear witness to that fact.

SPECIAL TG THE US A LA. EAETICHI (A JAPANESE 
PAPER RELISHED IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE).

Mukden, Oct. 9. - Eleven Japanese t.rry p.lar.es, includ
ing seven from muhden and from Changchun, which made an air 
raid of Chinchow yesterday to dislodge tie headquarters of 
the Mukdenite army there, dropped Cl bombs and inflicted 
much damage to tho barracks of the infantry, cavalry and 
the engineering corps, and the building occupied by the 
provisional Mukden Government at tho place.

No damage was done to the railway station and the 
railway.

REUTER’S REPORT

Poking, Oct. 9. - Reuter’s Mukden correspondent tra
velled down to Chinchow last evening and he has wired 
confirming previous reports of the Japanese air raid on 
that town.

He says that the bombs were "evidently aimed against 
the Government offices located in the Communications 
University."

p.lar.es
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Chinchow, Oct. 9.v- Sixteen? persons were Içilled end nine 

wounded in yesterday’g bomhardnejit^nostly'railway workmen. 
The wounded include a Russian Professor. Government offi
cials are safe.

The Chinese possessed no anti-aircraft guns. - Reuter.

Reuter
Tokyo, 

Nichi Nichi 
chow on the 
Government”

JAPAN GAVE FOUR EXPLANATIONS1
October 8. - The Mukden correspondent of the 
Shiribun declared that the Japanese bombed Chin- 
ground that the establishment of "a Manchurian 
there was "detrimental to peace and order."

Nippon Dempo
ITukden, October 8. - The Japanese air corps that had 

reached a decision to essay an air raid on the Chinchow 
Government set out from Tingl-.ow for the purpose of attacking 
Marshal Chang hsueh-liung’s detachment, and started bombard
ment at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. It was observed from 
the airplane that puns wore drawn up at places along the 
Pei-Ning Railway, while student corps were receiving military 
training. Tronches were dug and open luggage cars have been 
prepared to a number of thirty trains. General Jang I-oheh’i 
forces were advancing in several batches taking connection 
vrith the Fengtien forces at Chinchow. The aeroplanes dis
tributed posters saying that Chang Esueh-licng in neglect 
of the fact that he is no more liked by the people of the 
North-eastern Four Provinces has established a provisional 
government. "Javan" refuses to acknowledge his administra
tion and will take further forward moves with the object of 
destroying his basis.

3

Nippon Dempo
Tokyo, October 0. - The Tokyo Government with a vi ew 

to forestalling the "demagogues" by China sent to Minister 
Yoshizawa by wire the detailed report yesterday afternoon 
relative to the air raid on Chinchow by the Japanese army, 
so that he night explain to the League of Notions and the 
Powers in time.

Following the result of an exchange of views between 
the Foreign and the Navel authorities, the Government has 
decided on interpreting the Chinchow affair in the follow
ing light:

The air raid on Chinchow by the Japanese army is an 
act of self-defence and of local incidence, vzhich it was 
obliged to take from a point of the rmintenance of peace 
and order. The Government does not does not find any
thing grave in it. Eight days before the incident, the 
Chinchow Government notified the Consular authorities in 
lâucüen of the Powers other than Javan of the coming into 
being of the Government, which goes by the name of the 
Liaoning Government. Japan was excluded, because the 
Government was concocting disquieting intrigues, and this 
impression has apparently induced the Japanese army to 
resort to the raid of Chinchow.
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Reuter

Tokyo, October 9. - tfhile an explanation of the Chin
chow bombing nay be understood iron the standpoint of 
military necessity, it is generally considered here amongst 
foreign observers that the Government has been placed in an 
embarrassing position, but official circles, though plainly 
vzorried as ’to the probable reaction abroad, attempt to con
ceal their concern and profess to feel satisfied with the 
explanation that the action was unavoidable.

In making a statement with regard to the bombing of 
Chinchow the War Office denies the report that the ’planes 
scattered pamphlets denouncing Marshal Chang Esueh-liang. ***

A Mukden message to Tokyo says that a Japanese staff 
officer, while denying that any Japanese land’forces had 
yet been despatched to Chinchow, stated that their air craft 
while reconnoitring over Chinchow were fired upon by Chinese, 
whereupon they dropped about 70 bombs, causing/’considerable 
damage to military establishments, but the staff officer 
asserted that care was taken not to damage civil institutions.

UNITED PRRS3 ACCUSES

United Press

Tokyo, Oct. IS. - A study of Japanese newspapers shows 
that the aerial attack upon Chinchow, the torn:orary capital 
of Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang, on October 8, was deliberately 
planned in advance, and that Japanese military plans for the 
attack were even communicated to the Japanese correspond®ts 
in Mukden.

The Osaka Mainichi, one of the two leading newspapers 
in Japan, printed a dispatch .from, its Mukden correspondent, 
dated October 8, v.rhich said: "The Japanese forces in Man
churia have decided to attack Chinch.ovz, the seat of the 
provisional lîukd on Government on the Teping-I-hriden Railway, 
for the reason that chinckow is the lieudouartors of the 
llukdenite forces for disturbing the peace of the South 
Manchuria Railway territory.

GÏVTS VliEi-fïïG

"According to this decision, Japanese arny planes 
flew to Cliinchow at noon to-day and distributed by ail’ leaflets 
warning the Chinese there that the Japanese forces are going 
to frustrate the Chinchow government to undermine General 
Chang Hsueh-licng’s influence there."

AT AF-PCAL

The following telegram was seat by the foreign and 
Chinese members of the Chinchow London Mission, Catholic 
C hur c h, Young Menf □ C hr is t i an As s o c la t i on, 0 oi me r c i al, Agr i - 
cultural and Manufacturers’ Associations, addressed to 
Marshals Chiang Kai-shek and Chang llsueh-liang, to be trans
mitted to the League of Nations Council and all foreign lega
tions and Consulates in China:

"7/e were very much relieved by the resolution passed 
by the League of Nations Council that Japan v/ould withdraw 
all its troops from the occupied Zone in Manchuria before 
October 14th?in order to restoi'e the status quo on September 18th



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By m'dX-K 0. NARS, Date

"Very unexpectedly, twelve Japanese aroplanes flew 
over our city at 2 p.m. October 3th and dropped a great 
number of bombs killing 1-3 men and women and seriously 
wounding 12 including one Russian teacher. Incalculable 
damages were done to hones, shops, railway rolling stock, 
and telegraph wires. Many cattles were killed. The 
scene of death and destruction was terribly beyond des
cription.

"Chinchow is located 500 Chinese li fron Mukden City. 
Since the Manchurian crisis arouse, our city authorities 
escorted all the Japanese .residents here to Mukden, for 
which our magistrate received a letter of thanks from 
the Japanese Consiilate-Generul.

"This proves the fact that our city bears no animosity, 
towards the Japanese people or Army. Such inhumane action 
taken during the time tor the withdrawal of troops is 
absolutely incomprehensible. The lives of our one hundred 
thousand men, women, and children are now in jeopardy. We 
appeal to the Governments of all nations to urge the 
Japanese authorities to stop further air raids on our city."

*** For once, the War Office, told the truth, as 
apparently there were r.o parrphletc drorred froin these 
twelve planes; 'out,three days oft-r on'Gdtcbcr 11th at 
10.30 a.n. threeJapanese aeroplanes revisited Chinchovr 
and distributed fron air r.r.ny handbills. A facinile 
is reproduced in the pictorial section. ~
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Five railway < cs killed.

The dead railway men’s quarters in front of which they were killed.

Lun Chao-chien, a railway pump man.
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Five railway < es killed.

The dead railway men’s quarters in front of which they were killed.

Lun Chao-chien, a railway pump man.
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TELEGRAM RECE^ÇD

Peiping via N.R.

From Dated November 27, 1931

Sooretary of State 

Washington

PRIORITY

1015, November 27,

at Tientsin just telephonedAmerican Consul General

that Chinese authorities have suggested to Foreign Consuls

whose governments have troops stationed in Tientsin that 

a considerable area north of Japanese concession be police 

by foreign forces as the Japanese have demanded the with

drawal of Chinese police from there* The question is to 

be discussed by consular body tomorrow.

Repeated to Nanking.

For the Minister

HPD ENGERT
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MET QUAY
TELEGRAM RECEIVED

......... ..  ..................... Tientsin via N.R.'
t COKBS N' ’> ' •! C-l , , ,

.............   ... D&ted November 27, 1931
■ 91 h From

/M’" Rec’d 9:40 a.m.

Secretary of State, _
of \

Washington J ^8 EASTtRfj
^W27iS3l JjZ

PRIORITY. X\PeP^ment0fStatg

November 27, 7 p.m.

The following telegram has been sent to the 

Legation:

” November 17, 6 p.m.

The Japanese commandant made the following demands 

on chairman of the Hopei Provincial Government today:

One. That all shooting by Chinese police touring 

Japanese concession area be stopped at once.

Two. That all Chinese soldiers be immediately 

withdrawn to 20 li zone.

Three. That all police armed guards be withdrawn 

to Hopei north of the river.

Four. That all troop movement in Hopei province 

either by ” armed or plain clothes forces” be immediately 

stopped.

Five. That all anti-Japanese propaganda and

D
EC 21 m

i

demonstrations
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MET 2-Tientsin via N.R., November 27
1931

demonstrations be stopped, at once.

General Wang has replied, to the first demand, 

that orders have already been given to stop the shooting 

but that further drastic orders would be given to this 

end.at once. With reference to item two General Wang 

replied that orders have already been issued for with

drawal of troops to 20 li zone. To item three the 

General stated that to withdraw all police guards north 

of the river would leave a large area unprotected but 

that he would withdraw them as soon as some arrangement 

could be made to afford adequate protection. With 

regard to item four the General stated that he would 

proceed to stop the movement of all troops under his 

command but that he did not have authority over all 

troops in Hopei Province. As regards item five General 

Wang stated that drastic orders have already been 

issued to stop anti-Japanese propaganda and demonstra

tions but that he will renew the orders.

Desultory firing has continued throughout the
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MET 3-Tientsin via N.R., November 27, • 
1931.

day in the region of Nankai middle school. Further 

trouble is expected during the night. Repeated to 

the Department and Nanking".

LOCKHART

GSB
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Banking

This telegram muât be 
closely paraphrased be
fore being communicated 
to anyone

Dated November 27, 1931

Secretary of State, 

Washington»

November 27, 4 p.m.

Your 121, November 25, 5

One. I communicated the

p.m., to Nanking'.

Koo this morning. Koo thanked

facts orally to Dr.

me for this infor-

mation.

T]
o m

Two. Koo reverted to his statement to the 

effect that they must insist that a time limit be 

planed upon the evacuation by Japan of Japanese 

troops in Manchuria. He said that less than this 

the Chinese Government could not accept as public 

opinion in China was so stirred up on the subject that 

no government could stand that agreed to less. N

Three. Sir Miles told me in confidence todav g
s b 

that in a conversation which he had with Koo 

yesterday the latter in discussing question of 

necessity for a time limit to evacuation "suggested 

following as a possible formula that might be used 

for the purpose of saving the situation. Formula was:

/ (A). Some fixed period, naturally .

793.94/2921

as
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MP 2-From Nanking, Nov-27, 1931

as short as possible but open to discussion. (Bl

it is to be left to Committee of Inquiry to decide 

whether measures for the protection of life and 

property in Manchuria are adequate. If commission 

decides measures are inadequate they could recommend 

other steps, that, they could recommend postponement 

of evacuation.

Four. I feel that this question is a very 

serious one from the point of view of China for the 

very existence of Government I am convinced depends 

upon something definite being done in regard to time 

Japanese troops remain in occupied territory-.

Five. Koo informed me in regard to Chinchow 

that Chinese Government appreciated friendly sug

gestion of the Secretary but that his Government 

felt that in view of attitude of Japanese they could 

not abandon Chinchow without some guarantee that 

Japanese would not occupy that area. He stated 

that Chinese troops now at Chinchow were under 

orders to refrain from any activities of a pro

vocative character but added that if attacked they 

would have to resist.

JOHNSON

HID
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OONÎTDEÎ7TIAL

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

November 22, 1931.
THE SECRETARY

MEMORANDUM^ CONVERSATION BETWEEN SECRETARY STIMSON 
AND THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR, MR. KATSUJI DEBUCHI, AT 
WOODLEY. V _______________________

Manchuria.

I sent for the Japanese Ambassador to come to my 

house. When he called I impressed upon him two points. 

I first told him that the proposed neutral commission 

for investigation which Japan had suggested, and which 

the Council of the League of Nations was now discussing, 

would be futile without provision for a cessation of 

hostilities. I told him I had been thinking over and 

studying myself possible provisions for such a cessation 

of hostilities which would yet leave sufficient flexibility 

of action of Japanese commanders so that they would be 

able to protect their nationals against bandit activities 

and I was satisfied that a provision could be drawn. I 

said that I had drafted one for practice, but I did not 

care to suggest any to anybody as the negotiations were 

now going on in Paris. I told him further that the 

recent activities of the Japanese troops had demonstrated 

that no Japanese commander in Manchuria, of no matter 

how small a garrison, had any reason for apprehension of 

a_ successful attack against him by any of the Chinese 

troops;
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troops; that the Chinese troops had demonstrated their 

inferiority in combat with even the smallest Japanese 

forces; that under these circumstances there was no 

need whatever for the offensive defense upon which the 

Japanese claimed to rely, and there could be no excuse 

which would justify a Japanese force in making an 

offensive attack upon any Chinese troops in Manchuria - 

they could quite safely await an attack by such Chinese 

forces. He acquiesced in what I said, pointing out that at 

Tsitsihar apparently less than 2,000 Japanese troops had 

been sufficient to destroy an army of 30,000 Chinese.

In the second place, I said that under these circum

stances if an attack was made by the Japanese forces upon 

Chinchow there could be no justification or excuse for 

it, and it would have to be regarded as an aggressive 

act. I said I had read press statements indicating 

that such an attack might be in contemplation and I was 

very apprehensive about it; that if it took place, I 

should regard it as rendering futile any further efforts 

at conciliation. He told me he would at once send my 

views to Baron Shidehara.

HLS.

8 HLS:HHR
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
zz<^5 *■ $ i d ;[ ' ;,

th^secretary'
k Rùi 21/ iC> >i Jj November 23, 1931

memorandum of conversationwith the french ambassador,
MR. PAUL CLAUDEL*__________________________

Manchuria.

The French Ambassador called and translated to me 

a telegram he had received from his Foreign Office. "It 

was in substance to the effect that the French and the 

British had decided to send representatives to Chinchow 

as observers (the French representation consisting of 

M. Lepis, who was Consul at one of their consulates in 

that neighborhood, and a Commandant F., whose name I did 

not catch), and that M. Briand would appreciate it if 

we would send our observers as a demonstration of common 

action in that neighborhood, which might impress the

Japanese.

The Ambassador then told me that the Japanese had 
proposed a Commission of Study (investigation) to inform S nj 

the Council as to the problems which existed between China C 
- e 

and Japan in respect to Manchuria and that this commission» 

was to have no mandate to intervene in negotiations nor 

to supervise military action; that Sze had acceded in 

principle but had renewed his request for evacuation; and 

that other members of the Council had sought to restrict 

the activities of the Commission.

As

I
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As to the first proposition, I told, the Ambassador 

I was a little confused by the different suggestions 

made to me to send observers to Manchuria; that the 

Chinese had invited us to send observers of Japanese 

occupation and we had said we would do so as soon as 

such request was agreed to by both sides and therefore 

the evacuation became a practical and imminent possibility 

The Ambassador said this was not his present request; 

that his was for representatives to go to the points 

of imminent danger in Manchuria so as to observe the 

respective merits of the two sides and thus to serve 

as observers of facts. He said he also thought that the 

presence there of observers from France, Britain and 

America, would tend to influence considerably the 

Japanese and Chinese.

HLS.

S HLS:HHR
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AMBASSADE

KEFWM<gUE F®ANÇAI@E 
AUX ETATS =UTO

This is a

Briand from the

"H
summary of a telegram received by Mr. , 

« 
French Minister in China. •

The British Minister had not yet received his 

instructions yesterday. Owing to urgency, however, 

we have decided to send immediately observers in the

793.94/2923

region of Chin Chow. - Shankai Kwan which seems to be 

the spot where hostilities are to be feared. The 

French and English observers have been instructed 

to coordinate their action.. ‘Our Consul in Harbin 

and our military attache will act as observers in the 

region of Tsitsihar-Ankai with the Consul General for 

Great Britain and the Britishassistant military attaché./.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of Stgte letter, August 10, 1972
By 0- NARS, Date /3»/g-7S‘

* * ° Arr~-

KEPTOM^UJE FRANÇAISE
AUAÏTATSW8

This is a

Briand from the

summary of a telegram received by Mr. .

French Minister in China, •

The British Minister had not yet received his 

instructions yesterday. Owing to urgency, however, 

we have decided to send immediately observers in the 

region of Chin Chow, - Shankai Kwan which seems to be 

the spot where hostilities are to be feared. The 

French and English observers have been instructed 

to coordinate their action.. “Our Consul in Harbin 

and our military attaché will act as observers in the 

region of Tsitsihar-Ankai with the Consul General for 

Great Britain and the British as si s tant military attaché,/»

793.94/2923
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AMERICAS CONSULAR SERVICE

ohn Consulate, Dairen, üanehuria, November 25, I931

COKEIDENTIAL

The Honorable

y. Cameron Forbes

American Ambassado:
Tokyo, Japa^i

sir:

Department of State

5 FAR EASjyÿl AfFfÀ’iiô

X V ,AX ’i»K„__ Tfe,\ r y 
fc the 15 th Xnstnpt, in

regard to the movements of ^^^X-Emperor of 1
have the honor to quote herewith & trsus^lationAf an

Referring to my tol

announcement made by the Kwantung Govfejmment as ren-
MaM/wîï;tt » m-ntr 1931

Pu-yi, ex^hagporor of China residing»: Me 
Japanese Concession, Tientain, dlscppeared pip 
Nov. 10, feeling himself in personal danger ML
the outbreak of the Tientsin disturbances. He-^ 
was reported to have landed at Yingkou on Nov.
13, and a request was sent to F^antung Govern- 'X 
aient for protection. This request was complied 
with since its rejection might have exposed him 
to constant personal danger, and thus the Young 
ex-Emperor has placed himself under Japanese ; 
protection. i'</

By the settled policy of Kwantung Government, 
it is averse to his getting dragged into any poli
tical entanglements and the Kwanlung Police are 
taking every care to keep him from outside commu
nication,"

The Kwantung Government is maintaining the strictest 

secrecy concerning his present whereabouts. He is va

riously reported as being in Port Arthur, Mukden, and at 

the Tangkangtzu hot springs near Anshan.

I have perhaps attached undue importance to the 

movements of the ex-Emperor, but it is difficult to

believe
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bellevo that they are without political significance.

The Tientsin papers of the 4th instant carried, the 

report that Colonel Doihara, the stormy petrel of the 

Japanese General 3taff In Manchuria and. Provisional 

Mayor of Mukden after the occupation of the city by the 

Japanese Army, had arrived in Tientsin for the purpose 

q£ conducting the ex-Emperor back to Mukden to head an 

Imperial Government. They added that Chinese press 

representatives who had sought to interview the young 

Emperor were refused admittance by Japanese police and 

plain-clothes men, and that the Emperor was a virtual 

prisoner in his residence in the Japanese Concession. 

On the following day the Japanese Consul General 

branded these reports as false, and even denied the 

presence of Colonel Doihara in Tientsin. Rioting, re

ported to the League of Mations by the Chinese delegates 

as having been engineered by the Japanese military, 

broke out In Tientsin on the 9th, and on the 10th the 

ex-Kmperor"di«appeared”. On the 13th the Japanese Con

sul General announced that the Emperor, having received 

gifts concealing live bombs and been otherwise threatened 

and feeling insecure on account of the rioting, had fled 

to an unknown destination.

The undeniable fact that emerges from the newspaper 

reports and official announcements regarding the ex- 

Emperor is that he has become a ward of Japan, very 

likely by coercion. His adoption at this time, when 

Japan is relentlessly destroying every vestige of Chi

nese authority in the Northeastern Provinces and foster

ing a separatist movement, cannot be regarded without

same
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80130 suspicion.

BMqmttfWUy yours,

*a. B. Langdon, 
Amrleaa Consol.

800 
IBLsL

Tao (Maples to the Bonartwmt.
Copy to Legation, yelping.
Copy to Consulate General, Tokyo.
Copy to Consulate General, Mnkden.

A true copy of 
the signed origi- 
naiQ4?rX
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
HS ----------

From

GRAY

Nanking

Secretary of State
Washington 

<
November 27, 4 p.m.
The following supplements 

reporting the statement made by

Dated November 27, 1931

my November 26, 5 p.m.,
Koo: regarding Chinchow

Koo said that information received by the Chinese Govern
ment led the government to believe that preparations for 
an attack were being carried on by the Japanese but that 

the attack would be deferred until the conclusion of the C

Council meeting in order that Japan might b.e able to in
duce the delegates to pass a mild resolution of the sort 

proposed by the Italians. He said that the Chinese Govern
ment could not understand how General Dawes and the Council 

delegates could be misled regarding the futility of a 

general assurance from Japan that troops would be with
drawn, previous assurances of the-sort accepted in the 
resolutions of September 30 and October 24 having been 

flagrantly violating. To the Chinese Government the 
issue seemed quite plain. The action of Japan in sending 
troops to occupy regions in Manchuria was either right or 

wrong. If the League believed to have been wrong a 
clear
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HS 2- from Ranking, November 27, 1931

clear cut denunciation should issue from the Council; if 

right the Council should say so in which case China would 

know where she stood. Koo said Chinese popular feeling 

now demanded affirmative action for recovery of occupied 

regions either in the form of time limit set by the Council 

for evacuation or as alternative declaration of war by the 

Chinese Government. Koo seemed very despondent.

WSB JOHNSON
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PH

Washington,

November 27, 1931

AMEMBASSY,

PARIS (France)||Qy27*31

A

({
FOR AMBASSADOR DAWES

CONFIDENTIAL,

One. A telegram to the Department from the American 

Minister at Nanking under date November 26/reads in part as 
follows: Doctor Koo QUOTs/stated that it was very difficult 

for the Government to withdraw its troops from Chinchow in 

the face of the present attitude of the people. He called

793.94/2924

• attention to the fact that Nanking at this very time is full

*t of thousands of students from Shanghai, Hangohow and other

’ places and that others are coming, all demanding that the
(I
j President sign an undertaking to go north and to remain there
J until occupied territory has been recovered. Me referred
I*

; also to the unwillingness of the League to put a time upon
i
j the evacuation of Japanese troops from Manchuria and stated

} that this was a demand coming to the Government from all

sides here in China and that to agree to less would involve

great difficulties here. He again expressed himself as much 

worried over the movement for an independent government in 
Manchuria which he stated was gaining ground]UNQUOTE.

Two. A telegram from the same source under date
Enciphered by----------------- November 27
Sent by operator---------------------- ------------------------------» 19-------,----------------------------------------- "■

1—138
Index Bu—No. 50.

u. s. oovkrnmint pBumwe omew: in
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Washington,

Ifovaaber in part as follows: QUOTE Regarding

Chinchow, Koo said that information received by the Chinese 

Government led the government to believe that preparations 

for an attack were being carried on by the Japanese but that 

the attack would be deferred until the conclusion of the 

Council meeting in order that Japan might be able to induce 

the delegates to pass a mild resolution of the sort proposed 

by the Italians. UNQUOTE. He said that the Chinese Govern

ment could not understand how Paris could be misled 

regarding QUOTE the futility of a general assurance from 

Japan that troops would be withdrawn, previous assurances 

of the sort accepted in the resolutions of September 30 and 

October 24 having been flagrantly violated. To the Chinese 

Government the issue seemed quite plain. The action of 

Japan in sending troops to occupy regions in Manchuria was 

either right or wrong. If the League believed it to have 

been wrong a clear cut denunciation should issue from the 

Council; if right the Council should say so in which case 

China would Know where she stood. Koo said Chinese popular 

feeling uow demanded affirmative action for recovery of 

occupied regions either in the form of time limit set by the 

Council 
Enciphered by_________________________

Sen! by operator______________M„______________ _ 19-------------------------------------------------

Index Bu —No. 50. C. 8. OOVntNMKNT FSrNTtNO omci: im 1—138
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Washington,

Council for evacuation or as alternative declaration of 
war by the Chinese Government, Koo seemed very despondent 
UNQUOTE.

FE:SKH:REK

Enciphered by------------------------------------------

Sent by operator-----------------------M.,----------------------- , 19------- ---------------------------------------------

Index Bu.—No. 50.
U. B. OOVWNMrNT PBWTINO omCB: IBM 1—138
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^•riment <tf St,t,

z&ZK
__ DtR

DAS^mvvSn^in1®11 AFFAIRS AT NANKING /' -
DATED NOVEMBER 19, IQXi „ /<-.*►. X ■5 ’ RBOBfVKDT^

( Rec eived Nnv^l.% at 1|. a .M. )
NOV 1 9 1931

A fierce
/^received

attack opened ÿSâterda^ morning bySa°îaî|^Y S0FFIC®

Japanese army 

Heilungkiang,

on north of Tahsing,

artillery, tanksthe Jap; ng heavy

and aeroplanes. Towards night General Ma's men retreated

northward Angangchi station, ten miles from Tsitsihar,

fighting still continuing. The Japanese determination 

to seize Tsitsihar is announced in handbills dropped 

from the Japanese planes flying over the provincial

capital.

F/D
EW 

- 
793.94/2925

1261 0 S f.C"

Chinese Legation, 

Washington, November 19, 1931.
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(NOT FOR THE PRESS) 
(FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY)

Department of State 
Division of Current Information

?
MEMORANDUM OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1931

At the press conference this morning Secretary Stimson an

nounced. the release of a despatch from Tientsin concerning the 

situation there. Mr. Stimson also announced, the release of 

another volume of Dr. Miller’s Treaty Sarj^e»-..

RECEIVED ■ '
SINO-JAPANESE CONFLICT _ _ \-------------------------------------2r j

Asked, if there was anything he c<^u^s^ay abouty^he situa- 

tion in Manchuria, the Secretary replied in the negative. A cor

respondent then asked if any reports had been received from 

Ambassador Dawes concerning events in Paris. In reply, Mr. Stim

son said he had received some reports from General Dawes but 

that he did not care to give them out. A correspondent asked 

if the official advices indicate that a battle is in progress 

around the Nonni River Bridge. The Secretary replied in the 

negative. A correspondent asked if the trend of the reports 

from Ambassador Dawes was hopeful. He was informed in reply 

that the constant repetition of the word "hopeful" or the con

F/O
EW 

793.94/2926 
.

stant repetition of statements of "optimism" would produce silly 

results after a time and that he would not, therefore, comment 

any further along that line. A correspondent said he realized 

that in the present situation the Secretary might find it in

expedient to talk for ATTRIBUTION. On the other hand, the 

United States is taking a very definite part in the negotiations 

in Paris and it would be helpful, the correspondent said, if f$e 

Secretary would discuss the situation FOR BACKGROUND purposes, 

Mr. Stimson, in reply, said he had done that as much as he could. 

In fact, he has done it very fully and will continue doing it 

wherever it is possible and proper to do so. Asked if Ambassa

dor Dawes will sit in the meetings of the Council of the League, 

the Secretary said he had not done so up to the present. The 

correspondent .then asked if General Dawes has authority to sit



Department of State let1
By fflUX*  o-

DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(d) Or (e) 
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972

‘ J NABS, Date /3-/y.7S-

in the meetings. He was informed that it has been customary 

at all international conferences which the Secretary has at

tended to carry on most of the work at private meetings rather 

than at public sessions. The Secretary then added that he had 

given the correspondents a statement regarding Ambassador Dawes’ 

authority in Paris and that he did not care further to discuss it
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The Secretary then said that) some 'of the morning//£ew 
"■% DIVISION-OF

papers had carried a story which requï/r©d..,correctiotu Mr

Stimson then made the following statement, which may be quoted:

(A
"I want to correct certain erroneous statements 

1 which have appeared lately in the press.

"It is not true that this Government has changed 
in any way the attitude on the Manchurian situation 
which it has held from the first.

"The American Government has not proposed any 
y terms of settlement either to Japan or to China, has

not been approached by either Government on the sub
ject of terms which it might approve, and has made no 
commitments, either express or implied, to either of 

. the disputants.

"This Government has consistently urged and is 
continuing to urge that only peaceful means and not 
military pressure shall be used in the settlement of 
the dispute botwoon China and Japan regarding Manchuria. 
It understands that this is the essence of the position 
taken by the nations represented on the Council of the 
League of Nations at Paris. This Government earnestly 
hopes that the negotiations now going on in Paris will 
find a way which will lead to a settlement of the dif
ficulty in accordance with these principles."

F/D
EW 
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A correspondent observed that press reports indicated 

that Mr. Fletcher would head the American delegation to the 

General Disarmament Conference at Geneva in February. He was 

informed in reply that the selection of the delegation was in 

the hands of the President and that any information pertaining 

thereto must come from the President.

M. J. McDermott
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MEMORANDUM.OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1931 

SINO-JAPANESE CONFLICT

At the press conference this morning a correspondent asked 

if Under Secretary Castle would give a brief outline of the 

military situation in Manchuria as the Department knows it from 

official despatches. T^e Under Secretary replied in the nega- 
« 

tive and added that, while the Department is working on the 

problem and is watching the situation closely, the Secretary 

asked him to say that the Manchurian situation was one which Jq
should not be discussed today. We are working along as well 

as we can and it is the kind of situation where the Secretary 

does not want any discussion whatever with the press today on |\j 
. <Dthat subject. A correspondent then asked if the Department |\)

OOwas still optimistic regarding the outcome of thé situation.

Mr. Castle, in reply, reiterated that the Secretary does not 

want any discussion of that subject today.

A correspondent then asked if the Under Secretary would 

discuss the abstract question of war and if he would tell the 

correspondents when war actually begins. T^e Under Secretary 

declined with thanks.

A correspondent observed that according to a despatch from 

Paris Ambassador Dawes said it was high time to step lively in 

this matter and cooperate with the League of Nations and take 

strong action. He was informed, in reply, that we have heard 

nothing from Ambassador Dawes along those lines. The corres

pondent added that the despatch from Paris this morning said 
s 

that General Dawes had talked with Dr. Sze and that it was l^teir^ 
3 c— 

reported that the United States was ready to join in a concerted ©*  

international move to have Japan withdraw its troops. The sæ 

despatch added that all Ambassador Dawes said was, "Things are 

moving fast," Mr. Castle, in reply, said that he had not heard 

anything about the talk between General Dawes and Dr. Sze.
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Another correspondent said that a despatch from Tokyo this 

morning said that the Japanese Government had notified the 

Russian Government not to send troops into Manchuria. Mr. Castle, 

in reply, said that the Department had not received any despatches 

pertaining thereto. Asked if the correspondents might assume 

that Secretary Stimson is in touch with Ambassador Dawes by tele

phone, the Under Secretary said they had not conversed by tele

phone for a day or two, but that it was quite possible that Gen

eral Dawes might ring up if he had something important to say.

According to another correspondent, a press despatch fr©m 

Paris this morning said that M. Briand called on Ambassador 

Dawes and asked him to sit in the meetings of the Council of 

the League. Mr. Castle replied that we had heard absolutely 

nothing of that. No doubt M. Briand and General Dawes talked 

with each other, bu^iÆ^5®dSd/|'feen no suggestion about sitting 
in the meetings df^'th^Souncilv' /A'
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6ZYou will please call on the Foreign Minister and 

after reading him the following message leave a copy with 

him. -,
t^CJLAMfcJL. fh

. ) QUOTE I have been much^^tnnj fhod to learn from the

President of the Council of the League of Nations that 

Mr. Yoshizawa called upon him Thursday and left an aide 

mémoire regarding the very serious situation around Chin

chow and the necessity of immediate steps to obviate a 

collision.

Your Excellency will remember that on November 24th 

in response to my representations through Ambassador Forbes 

you assured me, with the concurrence of the Minister of War 

and the Chief of Staff that there would be no movement of 

Japanese troops in the direction of Chinchow and informed 

me that orders to that effect had been given to the 

Japanese troops. In reliance upon this assurance I have 

urged conciliatory steps upon the Chinese Government and an 
CL acceptance 

„ .. 13
Enciphered by_______________________

Sent by operator____________ M., --------------------- 19------,------------------------------------

Index Bu.—No. 50. D-«• print™ omci: »» 1—138 -M

a
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acceptance of the proposal of the Council of the League 

of Nations, which proposal was in part based upon a 

proposition of the Japanese Government. Inasmuch as 

according to Mr. Yoshiza«a’s statement to M. Briand there 

are only some twenty thousand Chinese troops in the Chin

chow district and north of the Great Wall, and inasmuch 

as Chinchow is substantially 120 miles by rail from the 

South Manchuria Railway at Mukden, I am quite unable to 

see how there can be any serious danger to that railway 

or any serious danger of a clash between Chinese and 

Japanese troops unless ±hx± the latter troops should fail 

to observe the orders which Your Excellency assured me had 

been given. UNQUOTE- As I dictate this cable a press 

report is brought to me that Japanese troops have already 

advanced as far as Kowpangtze. If this report is 

confirmed by the information which you have in Tokyo, you 

will pl^se tell Shidehara that I am astonished at this 

information and totally unable to reconcile it with the 

assurances which he gave me on November 24, and should like 

to be informed as promptly as possible of the real facts of 

the situation. ■> r

ATKîMAEnciphered by________________________ ________ ______

Sent by operator_____________ M., ---------------- ---- ,---------------------------
Index Bu.—No. 50. U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING 0ÎHC1: 1M9 1—138
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Dated Novembe

Secretary of State

Washington

813, November 27, 9 p.m.

FROM AMBASSADOR DAWES

Following report from Sweetser:

’’Monsieur Briand when asked privately today his 

opinion of the effect of the American announcement said 

it had come just at the right moment. It had been, he 

added, decisive.

At the meeting of the twelve members of the Council 

other than the representatives of China and Japan, Briand 

read the Chinese note on Chinchow distributed this morn

ing. Cecil said he had telegraphed his government not 

only urging that observers be sent as had indeed already 

been done but suggesting also that they cooperate with 

French, Italian, American, or other observers who might 

be there. He then distributed the following note

’The British delegate has inquired of His Majesty's 

Government whether it would be possible to instruct His 

Majesty's Minister in Nanking to-discuss with his col

leagues arrangements for a regular concerted organization 
of
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mam '2- 7f813, from Paris, November 27, 
1931

of observers with close liaison between the different 

nationalities and collation of reports and with suffi

cient observers held in readiness to proceed to locali

ties which may be indicated as danger points.

(END SECTION ONE)

SHAW
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Secretary of State

Washington

813, November 27, 9 p.m. (SECTION TTf0) 

It seems essential that in case of need concerted 

action should be taken as rapidly as possible and the 

British delegate ventures to suggest to his colleagues 

that they might propose to request their governments to 

send similar instructions'.

Cecil estimated there were already nine observers 

in Chinchow: two British, two French, two Italian, one 

American, one German and one Spaniard. Since they had 

arrived, Briand remarked, the character of the news 

seemed to have changed ; there were not so many alarmist 

reports as constantly appeared before. Both he and 

Cecil, however, expressed disquietude on the possibili

ties in that region; it is evident the Council is watch

ing it with alarm lest the diplomatic settlement which 

Briand again today thought was close at hand be made 

impossible. The Question of sending troops, however, 

seemed even less likely today with Cecil’s statement that 

he imagined this might present considerable military dif
ficulty.
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difficulty.

Briand reported optimistically but not conclusively 

on his conversation with Sze this morning. The Chinese 

representative, he said, had not been' very precise; his 

government was under very heavy pressure; he must endea

vor to have some kind of satisfaction for his public 

opinion; he again stressed the need of some kind of delay 

regarding evacuation. Upland showed how difficult it 

was to fix a delay in the circumstances and stressed the 

fact that

. (END SECTION T”'O)

SHAW

FW
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Secretary of State, 

Washington.

813, November 27, 9 pm SECTION TEREE. 

the commission would give a good deal of elasticity 

to the situation. He urged that the commission would 

be of enormous advantage to China in that it would es

tablish a real international stake in China's situation 

and provide for an actual method for making operative 

the Nine Power Pact, especially with its phrase as to 

"administrative" integrity. After all, he said, China's 

present situation is vague, ^bscure, ill and, as shown 

by the emergence of the famous fundamental points, 

which it had since been one of the successes of the 

present negotiations to push into the background. He 

thought it an enormous gain that Japan had announced it 

had no territorial or other ambitions and felt that if 

this gain eould be solidified it would be very important 

to the whole future of the Far East. Indeed, he thought 

that the adhesion given by the United States to the 

Council proposals was due to its preoccupations from 

the very first moment lest Chinese territorial integrity 
be
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be endangered. This would also of course have involved 

Article X.

Briand said he had told Sze that it might be pos

sible to find some kind of formula which would help him 

either by connecting evacuation with the commission or 

by giving the commission instructions in this sense. 

He agreed strongly with a suggestion by Fotitch that 

the Council must continue ^o keep the matter within its 

own hands and not allow the creation of the commission 

to give the impression that it has given it no discretion 

Cecil hoped that something definite of this sort might 

be put into the President’s statement. In connection 

with the general public interest in the matter, Briand 

again expressed his surprise at the very large number 

of telegrams he had received from all parts of the 

world. These telegrams showed that public opinion was 

widely aroused but that at the same time it realized 

the complexity of the situation. The commission idea 

had been particularly well received; it was recognized 

as capable of solving many difficulties.

The drafting committee will meet tomorrow morning 

to consider Sze’s suggested changes.” END MESSAGE.

SHAW
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Following report is fr-m Sweetzer:

From

Department jf Sfa

Rec ’d

far east

NOV 2;

nSze called on Briand this noon to again urge

F/D
EW 
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the fixation of an actual date for evacuation even if
CO

that date had to be conditional. He stressed the

necessity of this for Chinese opinion and some dis

cussion ensued as to whether any method could be found
ID 
(X

for giving satisfaction. One suggestion now being con-

sidered is that the President of the Council in his

declaration after the adoption of the report might

express the hope that Japanese troops would be with

drawn by the time the Commission arrived. Should,
co

however, the question of security not have been satis

factorily settled by then, the Commission would 

naturally consider this question first of all. It 

was pointed out to Dr. Sze that as the whole emphasi 

of the Council’s resolution would be placed on evacua

tion it would be natural for the Commission to begin 

its work in Manchuria and in connection with that

subject
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subject.

Sze also expressed anxiety regarding the 

situation at Chinchow and presented a telegram 

from his government that

(END SECTION ONE)

WSB

SHAW
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Secretary of State

Washington

811, November 27, 5 p.m. (SECTION TWO)

An imminent attack was feared and that small neutra 

detachments, if sent by only one member of the Council, 

seemed to be essential. Briand assured him that the 

Council members were giving very serious consideration 

to the Chinchow situation and informed him that the Brit 

ish and French representatives had last night sent tele

grams in accordance with the form suggested yesterday. 

He also said that Shidehara had told the French ambassa

dor in Tokyo that after consultation with the Minister 

of War, strict orders had been given to the Japanese 

commanders/in the field not to attack Chinchow.

Szers letter to the Secretary-General mentioned 

above was as follows:

TI have been instructed to bring to your immediate 

attention the following telegram which I have just re

ceived from my government

"An imminent attack on Chinchow is feared in view 

of the information qust received from the highest and 
most
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most reliable sources of a neutral power. The position 

at Chinchow justifies the most serious apprehensions and 

may give rise to grave events at any moment. We are in

formed that the reports from British observers show that 

there has been no concentrâtion of Chinese troops nor 

any troop movements from within the Great Wall. In view 

of the constant allegations by the Japanese to the con

trary it is urgent and essential that this information 

should be published. The whole work of suppressing ban

dits will be done by the Chinese police so that there~ 

would be no danger of complications for neutral detach

ments. We consider that such detachments should be sent 

even if by only one member of the Council to see that a 

neutral zone is respected and that such a zone should be 

established with all possible speed by neutral observers. 

Flease lay these facts before the Council as a matter im

peratively requiring immediate action in view of the alarm 

ing situation”.

I venture to suggest in the light of the facts re

vealed by this message that even the instructions given 

to the neutral observers on the spot may not suffice to 

avert a catastrophe unless the observers, if in their 

judgment the local situation so required, could have at

their disposal small neutral detachments to organize 
and
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and supervise the neutral zone effectively*

I should be grateful if you would circulate this 

letter to the President and members of the Council other 

than the representatives of the parties

(END LIS-SAGE)
SHAW
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FROM AMBASSADOR DAWSS

7:0

Dàted
From

Rec’d

Nove

UF

Matsudaira called this afternoon. It seems that

the drafting committee is considering the question of 

making the number of members of the proposed commission 

seven instead of three. He feels that the larger com

mission is more unwieldy and is somewhat apprehensive 

that some of the smaller powers which have no material 

interest in the situation wish to be represented. It

is his opinion that the commission had best be com

posed of three members: one American, one British, 

and one French. He personally would not .objection to 

an Italian also on commission but upon this point he 

has not yet heard from his government.

The reasons for the larger number advanced on the

F/D
EW 
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.

’•A»*

League Council were the embarrassing situation which

would arise if one of the three members should become

ill and also the possibility that in order to cover

a large area it might be desirable to create sub

committees. MatsudairaTs comment upon this is that

the smaller the commission the greater will be its

authority
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authority*

Another point which he is discussing with the drafting 

committee is the tentative wording of the proposed 

resolution*

11 The two parties undertake to give the strictest 

orders to the commanders of the respective forces to 

refrain from any initiative which may lead to further 

fighting and loss of lifë."

Hatsudaira says that the clause as it stands would be 
t 

subversive of the Japanese con^itution and that he desires 

the wording to be:

"The two parties shall refrain from any initiative 

which may lead to further fighting and loss of’life."

While the Council has not yet decided as to the 

number of members of the proposed commission, Liatsudaira 

thinks they are in favor of a commission of seven members. 

Liatsudaira is quite sure his government will oppose a 

large commission. He gives this information in confidence 

since it is embarrassing for him to mention the elimina

tion of the smaller powers as such.

SHAW
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Dated November 27, 1931

From Rectd 28th, 7:58 a.m.

CORES SENT TO
O.N.L ANDM.1.D. H

Secretary of State

VJashingt on

PRIORITY

1019, November

Following from 

nNovember 27, 1 p.m.

Official spokesman gave out following statement from 

Japanese headquarters but stated that it was to be taken 

as unofficial:

27, 8 p.m

^apartment of State

American Consul General at Mukden

’In view of the fact that the present situation has 

become quieter, headquarters has decided’to withdraw all 

troops to the east of the Liao River and establish them 

at points within the South Manchuria .Railway zone. The 

number of troops outside tee zone will be reduced to a 

minimum.”

D
EC

- 2 
193]

For the Minister

PERKINS
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,—T... _ .  .......
Secretary of State I CûiPiiiBS S£?NT TÛ E4S^$

Washington i 2 3 1S3I ‘JV

'x DeParimenf of Stat»

1017, November 28, 10 a.m.

Legation’s 1007, November 26, 8 a.m.

Military Attache at Chinchow reports that according 

to reliable information received from German Consul who 

arrived 27th from Mukden, Japanese will submit ultimatum 

in immediate future to Young Marshal demanding evacuation 

of Chinchow and withdrawal of troops inside V/all. He 

states there is no evidence of active preparation to resist 

Japanese advance except trenches covering south end of 

bridge over Taling River and that the report that the 
forces q

activity of the Chinese ç. thj s area to be occupied^ 

the Japanese is ridiculous. P

% 6
For the Minister *”“*

G’;J

F/D
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PEKaINS
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«
Secretary of State

Washington

Rec’d 2
From

W2[
department of Statfl

1016, November

Following from

28/ 9 a^iri,

American Consul General at Mukden

“November 27, 7 p.m.

Japanese headquarters reports that an armored train

preceding Japanese troops moving west over the Peiping- 

Mukden Railway met and captured a Chinese Federal Officer ** 

train at Yangkuantaitza, east of Tahushan and will be 

there tonight.

Estimated strength of Japanese forces engaged in 

Chientrsien drive thirteen battalions.n

F
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“November 27, noon, 
m

Kuangtung army headquarters communique November 27, 

11 a»m., substantially as follows: -.
CO 

. . CO
•'Last accounts at eight o’clock Chinese troops having 

surrounded Tientsin Japanese concession, began artillery 

and heavy machine gun bombardment. The Japanese garrison 

commander, after a futile protest, ordered his troops 

to reply in kind and at t-vo o’clock this morning serious 

fighting is still in progress. Earl^ today the Kuangtung
1 “ ' T' : -r—

army, in view of the dangerous situation, has decided to 

undertake necessary measures^' Two*  One
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Two. One hundred twenty cars loaded with . 

Japanese troops and military equipment including 

tanks and artillery left Mukden early today over 

the Pei ping-Mukden Railway in the direction of 

Chinhsien. McIlroy, who left for the north yester

day afternoon, returned to Mukden this morning and 

reports that three battalions from Kirin and 

Ssupingkai are en route as reenforcemonts and Chang 

chun battalion following closely. Apparently all 

available troops are being rushed to the front.

Three. Four hundred reserves were to

the colors in Mukden Wc. morning, presumably for 

local guard duty.

Four. Many air crafts departed this morning 

from their Mukden bases in a westerly direction.

Five. A Chinese report states that fighting 
started at ChienhsTi^ this morning possibly a 

Japanese air raid.

Six. Telegraphic communication is cut off 

with Peiping and Tientsin.

Repeated to Tokyo.

FOR THE MINISTER

PERKINS
RR
HPP
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CONFIDENTIAL FOR AMBASSADOR DAWES
One. |The Department\has receivedlfrom the(American

V . i JMinister at'Nanking,।under date'November,27/1 a 
telegranf which states ''that Mr. Koo| informed the

Minister^QUOTE that his Government felt that in view 

of attitude of Japanese they could not abandon Chinchoir

without some guarantee that Japanese would not occupy

that area. He stated that Chinese troops now at

793.94/2934

Chinchow were under orders to refrain from any activi-

ties of a provocative character but added that if 
attacked they would have to resist.^UNQUOTE?

Two.\ A telegram ''from same |source, ^November 28/ 

states

QUOTE Military Attaché at Chinchow reports that

according to reliable information received from German

Consul who arrived 27th from Mukden, Japanese will sub

mit ultimatum in immediate future to Young Marshal demand

ing evacuation of Chinchow and withdrawal of troops inside 

Wall. He states there is no evidence of active preparation 
Enciphered by__________________________
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to resist Japanese advance except trenches covering south 

end of bridge over Taling River and that the report that 

the activity of the Chinese forces this area to be occupied 
by the Japanese is ridiculous./

Three.J At same time, ^a telegram ^rom^American Consul 
General J Mukdenj November 2y ^states: |

QUOTE ^Official spokesman gave out following statement 

from Japanese headquarters but stated that it was to be 

taken as unofficial:

SUBQUOTE In view of the fact that the present situa

tion has become quieter, headquarters has decided to with

draw all troops to the east of the Liao River and establish 

them at points within the South Manchuria Railway zone. 

The number of troops outside the zone will be reduced to a 
minimum END SUBQUOTE UNQUOTE./ /

[ \ ' \ \Four. I A later \telegram from\Mukden,\ November 27/ 
contains^statements\as follows: /

QUOTE^Kuangtung army headquarters communique Novem

ber 27, 11 a.m., substantially as follows:

SUBQUOTE Last accounts at eight o’clock Chinese troops 

having surrounded Tientsin Japanese concession, began

Enciphered by_________________________
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artillery and heavy machine gun bombardment. The Japanese 

garrison commander, after a futile protest, ordered his 

troops to reply in kind and at two o’clock this morning 

serious fighting is still in progress. Early today the 
Kuangtun^^rmy, In view of the dangerous situation, has 

decided to undertake necessary measures END SUBQUOTE. UNQUOTE.
QUOTE One hundred twenty cars loaded with Japanese z 

troops and military equipment including tanks and artillery 

left Mukden early today over the Peiping-Mukden Railway 

in the direction of Chinchow. McIlroy, who left for the 

north yesterday afternoon, returned to Mukden this morning 

and reports that three battalions from Kirin and Ssupingkai 

are en route as reenforcements and Changchun battalion

following closely. Apparently all available troops are 

being rushed to the front.

Four hundred reserves were called to the colors in 

Mukden this morning, presumably for local guard duty.

Many air crafts departed this morning from their

Mukden bases in a westerly direction.

A Chinese report states that fighting started at 

Chinchow this morning possibly a Japanese air raid. 

Japanese\headquarters reports that an armored train

Enciphered by___________________________
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preceding Japanese troops moving west over the Peiping- 

Mukden Railway met and captured a Chinese Federal Officer’s 

train at Yangkuantaitza, east of Tahushan, and will be 

there tonight.

Estimated strength of Japanese forces engaged in 

Chinchow drive thirteen battalions.
Telegraphic communication is cut off^ith Peiping 

and Tientsin.I Repeated to Tokyo. UNQUOTE

fe;skh/zmf
Enciphered by---------------------------------------
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AMERICAN CONSUL
Ai

DOUBLE PRIORITY

H0WS1
NANKING (China).

FOR THE MINISTER

You should urgently Instruct the Military Attaché

who I understand is now in the neighborhood of Chinchow

to cooperate with other foreign military observers in

that region in examining the possibility of finding some

means calculated to prevent

and Japanese troops in that

liaison with the

nese forces with

being made

commanders

any collision between Chinese

region and of establishing

of the Chinese and the Japa-

a view to the necessary arrangements

793

,<0

<0 
w

FE:RSM|ZMF FE
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MP GRAY
TELEGRAM RECEÇ^ ïla S.E.

Dated November 28, 1931 

From Ree’d 5:34 a.m.

Secretary of State, 

Wa shingt on.

1018, November 28, 11 a.m.

Following from American Consul at Harbin: 

"November 27, 1 a.m.

One. Kuohsi, Assistant Manager of the Chinese 

Eastern Railway, has confirmed to me reports that, 

acting under instructions of the local Civil Ad

ministrator, Chang Ying Shun is leaving Harbin 

today with six hundred police, part of the two 

thousand special police recently raised and trained 

by the Civil Administrator for use at Harbin, for 

Tsitsihar where they will be used to help police 
ô 

the city. This appears to be preliminary to the 
eo 

Civil Administrator1s proclaiming under Japanese 

influence to that city to take.over charge of 

the Heilungkiang Provisional Government.

Two. Up country inspectors of the Standard 

Oil Company now report conditions in the vicinity 

of places mentioned in my telegram of November 23,

T1

O 
m 
SE

(0 
04•
(0

h) 
(0 
01 
CJ1

p

5 p.m., have improved."
FOR THE MINISTER

PERKINS

HPD
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1

GRAY
TELEGRAM received . w „Nanking via N.R

113, November 28, noon

Secretary of State, 

Washington.

From Rec’d 8:55 a

Bated November 28, 1931

0, NJ. AND^

At the present time it is estimated that there

2 3 1931
menf of Stat®

are between twelve and fifteen thousand students in

Nanking, the majority of whom have arrived during the

last three days from Shanghai, Hangchow, Soochow,

Wusich, Chinkiang and other nearby * cities. The

purpose of the visit of these students was to force

President Chiang Kai Sheik to issue a signed state

F/D
EW 

793.94/2936

ment that he would proceed north without delay to

recover the occupied areas. The students gathered

in front of the Government headquarters on the

morning of November 26 with the intention of remaining

until President Chiang complied with their demand.
hr

Speeches by the President of the Control Yuan and

other government officials failed to satisfy them.

At about one p.m. on November 27 President Chiang

addressed the students and 

ment to the effect that as 

issued a signed state- 
he had loi$ been deter

mined loyally to serve the party and the country,

their petition would be received by him.

thought that during the afternoon of November 27

the
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MP 2-4113, From Nanking, Nov,28, 1901

the Presidents of the leading Shanghai Universities 

arrived in Nanking and persuaded the students to 

return home. It is expected that the students will 

leave Nanking on the first available trains. Very 

little anti-foreign agitation except that directed 

against the Japanese has been reported and no 

serious incidents have taken place.

Legation informed.

PECK

RR

HPP
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LT 2-4113, From Nanking, Nov,28, 1901

the Presidents of the leading Shanghai Universities 

arrived in Nanking and persuaded the students to 

return home. It is expected that the students will 

leave Nanking on the first available trains. Very 

little anti-foreign agitation except that directed 

against the Japanese has been reported and no 

serious incidents have taken place.

Legation informed.

PECK

RR

HPD
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS

?/ 2 J
>V?SIôn or <

.. <
ANÛ

MANCHURIA 31 NOV 2 3 1931

19SLJK1V

ARY'S OFFICE
Japan's Promise to Withdraw Troops m Tsitsihar

It is not Japan's need to maintain troops at
Tsitsihar. It is not Japan's policy to maintain troops 
at Tsitsihar. It is not Japan's desire to maintain 
troops at Tsitsihar.

Of course Japan declares that she will remove 
her troops from Tsitsihar.

Japan sent troops to Tsitsihar for the purpose 
primarily of destroying General Ma and the Chinese 
administration of Heilungcheng and thus completing the 
destruction of Chinese organized authority, both mili
tary and civil (which in most oases have been one and 
the same) in Manchuria. (Bote: In doing that particu
lar thing she has been serving Russian interest as well 
as Japanese interest -- which may in part account for 
Russia*  s easy tolerance of the intrusion into North

DEW 
793.94/2937

Manchuria.)
Her full objective having been accomplished, why 

should Japan continue the presence of her soldiers at
SoTsitsihar?
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Tsitsihar? For them to remain there would be inconvenient 

to the soldiers themselves, hazardous from the military 

point of view, gratuitously irritating to Russia, and 

annoying to the powers. Of course Japan expects to take 

them away — probably in the near future.

But the fact of withdrawal will not in any sense alter 

the facts that, her diplomatic representatives having stated 

that Japanese troops were not going to Tsitsihar, Japanese 

troops went to Tsitsihar and Japanese troops, in course and 

in consequence of so doing, engaged Chinese troops in battle 

and destroyed the third and last of the Chinese provincial 

administrations in Manchuria; and that, for this, regardless 

of subsequent acts, Japan is legally responsible.

The long and the short of the matter in Manchuria is 

that the Japanese have by use of force completely destroyed 

the Chinese administrative organization, including the Chi

nese agencies for enforcing order, in Manchuria. That, no 

matter what moves may now and henceforth be made, is the 

fact which the powers must keep in mind if they are truly 

solicitous with regard to principles of international law 

and provisions of the various treaties which they have made 

which forbid "war" and enjoin use of peaceful means only 

for the settlement of international disputes.

SKH/ZMF
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Ma,

CIRCULAR No. 49 )
Subject:- AEROPLA^^k#ACK ON 

• PEKING-MUKDEN RAILWAY.
W27‘M

Peping,

The Senior Minister has the honour to circulate here

with, for the information of his Honourable Colleagues,
m

translation of a letter, dated the 26th instant, which he

has received from the Peipix<, Archives Lepartment of the

Wai Chiao Pu, having reference to the action of aeroplanes 
<0

on the Peking-Mukden Railway. CN
—  •

<0
Letter of the Peiping Office of the Waichiaopu in charge

of the Archives to the Spanish Minister to China and Lean of l\)
QD

the diplomatic Body Lon Justo Garri&s ■*  Cisneros, dated September 04 
00

26th, 1.931 .

A telegram has been received on September 25th from the

Pei - iti ng (Peipir^ * Mukden) Railway Administration to the 

following effect:

’’When the express train No. 102 of the Peiping - Mukden

Railway was passing on September 24th, at 11.45 in the morning, 

the station of Hsing-Lung-Tien, there appeared from the left 

side of the station a Japanese military airplane, which fired at 

the train from machine-guns, damaging it by bullets in many pla

ces, killing two passengers and wounding five persons. On Sep

tember 25th, n ho. 105 was passing through the sta

tion of T’ung-yang-ho, a Japanese military airplane threw two 

bombs, luckily without hitting anyone. The train increases the 

spead, but the airplane was still pursueing it to the distance 

of several stations. Acceding to another report, to-day, at 

11.50 in the morning, a Japanese military airplane was circl

ing over the station of Pai-ch’i-p’u and fired machine-guns, 

but it has not been possible as yet to ascertain, whether there 

were any wounded or killed among the railway offcials, work

men or passengers. It appears that e^ery train is meeting with

such



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972 —
By—NARS, Date /à-/?-7 y

such attacks, no consiaeration being given to the human 

principles. Where is the reason for these wanton and cruel 

acts? In view of the above, this Administration has the 

honour to request Your Office to enter immeaiately into 

communicatio n with the diplomatic body at Peiping to take 

measures for restraining these violent actions of the Japanese 

army, in order to maintain the communication between Europe 

and Asia and to protect the life of the passengers both 

Chinese and foreign”.

Bringing the above to the knowledge of Your Excellency, 

the Office has the honour to request to take measures to put 

a stop to these violent actions of the Japanese military air

planes along the Pei pi ng-Mukden Railway, in order to maintain 

the communication between Europe and Asia and protect the 

lives of the Chinese and foreign travellers.

The Office avails itself etc.

Stamp of the Peiping Office of the Waichtaopu in charge 

of the Archives.

The 26th day of the 9tn month of the 20th year of the

Republic of China.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
__ ________ Tientsin

Secretary of State

Washington

November 28, 5

Dated November 28, 1931
From

Recrd 9:50^;m^

COPSES SENT TO 
a n. land m. tn

p.m<

The following telegram has been sent to the

Legation and. to Nanking:

MThe Chinese on their own initiative have

cf

notified Japanese military authorities this afternoon

that they will at once withdraw their armed police 

to a safe distance from the Japanese concession. If 

this plan is accepted by the Japanese, as it undoubtedly 

will be the situation ought to be relieved. Consular 

Body has recommended its acceptance and urged, both 

sides to discontinue firing and show a conciliatory 

attitude. 

There was heavy rifle, machine gun and trench 

mortar firing again this morning beginning at two m

o’clock, alleged from both sides. About two hundred

। additional Japanese marines landed yesterday and today sjg v

F/D
EW 

793.94/2939

q.nd
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MET 2~From Tientsin, November 28,
1931

and this has given rise to rumors of an impending 

attack on the native city tonight. Japanese state, 

however, that they intend to confine their activities 

to defending their concession and will not go into 

Chinese territory."

LOCKHART

RR-HPB
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The Honorable

The Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C.

F/D
EW

 
793.94/2940

Sir:

In compliance with the Department’s 

instruction No. 293 of August 19, 1930, I 

have the honor to transmit herewith clip

pings from the French press, on the sub

ject of the Sino-Japanese conflict, cover

ing the period, from November 17 to November 

19, 1931, inclusive.

Respectfully yours,

For the Charge d’Affaires ad interim:

Enclosures.
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Enclosures: (single copy)»

Clippings from the following newspapers:

November 17, 1931.
No. 1 - L’ACTION FRANÇAISE

2 - AGENCE TECHNIQUE DE LA PRESSE
3 - L’ECHO DE PARIS
4 - L’ERE NOUVELLE
5 - EXCELSIOR
6 - FIGARO
7 - L’HUMANITE
8 - LE JOURNAL
9 - LE MATIN

10 - L’OEUVRE
11 - PARIS MIDI
12 - LE PETIT PARISIEN
13 - LE POPULAIRE
14 - LE QUOTIDIEN
15 - LA REPUBLIQUE

November 18, 1931.
No. 16 - L’ACTION FRANÇAISE

17 - AGENCE TECHNIQUE DE LA PRESSE
18 - L’ECHO DE PARIS
19 - EXCELSIOR
20 - FIGARO
21 - L’HUMANITE
22 - L’INTRANSIGEANT
23 - LE JOURNAL
24 - LE MATIN
25 - L’OEUVRE
26 - LE PETIT PARISIEN
27 - LE POPULAIRE
28 - LE QUOTIDIEN
29 - LE TEMPS

November 19, 1951»
No. 30 - L'ACTUALITES

31 - L’ECHO DE PARIS
32 - FIGARO
33 - L’HUMANITE
34 - LE JOURNAL
35 - JOURNAL DES DEBATS
36 - LE MATIN
37 - LE PETIT PARISIEN
38 - LE POPULAIRE
39 - LE QUOTIDIEN

No. 40 - L’EUROPE NOUVELLE, November 7,

No. 41 - ECHOS DU CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS, 
14, 1931.

1931.

November

In quintuplicate 
710.
RS/jdk
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enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 1987 
of November 20, 1931.

From the Embassy at Paris.

Extract from L’.ICTION FRANÇAISE, November 17 1931

L’affaire 
de \ Mandchourie 
et la caverne 

du QuafjdWsay 
Sous ce.titre, L’affaire de Mandchou

rie, M. Sakàmoto, docteur en droit et 
représentant du chemin de fer sud- 
mandchoürien, vient de publier une 
substantielle brochure qui expose, de la 
façon la plus claire, la genèse des évé
nements actuels, déformés comme tout 
le reste par la presse de fonds secret» 
prenant son mot d’ordre à la caverne du 
Quai d’Orsay. Je me contente de citer les 
pasages les plus important», selon moi, 
de ce travail qu’appuient toutes les pré-, 
visions nécessaires. ;

L’argument commence ainsi :
Les incidents de ces dernières semai- 

nés ne doivent pas être Jugés seulement 
par rapport à la situation générale ci\ 
Chine et par rapport aux pratiques qui g 
.sont suivies. Ils se sont produits en MandA 
chourie, dans une région où le Japon d 
des droits spéciaux, des intérêts considéA 
râbles. L'action à laquelle le Japon a di‘% 
résister ne tend à rien moins qu’à le pri-i 
ver de tous ses droits et intérêts, au mé-\ 
pris des traités, et en dépit'de son action 
bienfaisante dans le pays. Il est donc in
dispensable d'examiner : 1° la base lé
gale de l'activité japonaise en Mandchou
rie...: 2° l’action civilisatrice du Japon 
en Mandchourie; 3° les manœuvres et at
tentats dirigés contre cette action.

La première partie est d’ordre tech
nique et diplomatique. Elle établit les 
droits des ressortissants japonais en 
vertu du traité sino-japo,nais de 1915 et 
des négociations subséquentes. La se
conde partie est d’un ordre plus général. 
En voici l’essentiel :

On n’exagère rien en disant que la 
Mandchourie, dont la superficie est de 
941.700 kilomètres carrés (environ la 
France et l'Italie réunïès) est, à peu près 
complètement, une création de l’activité 
japonaise. Au lendemain de la guerre rus
so-japonaise, le pays était pauvre, la popu
lation clairsemée, les moyens de commu
nication tout à fait primitifs, Vindustrie 
inexistante.-Pendantvingt-cinq ans, le Ja
pon a apporté des capitaux, des compé
tences, des énergies, le sens de l’ordre et 
du progrès; il. a réussi; par son action 
pacifique et civilisatrice, à développer de 
pays dune manière dont les chiffres 
seuls peuvent donner une idée.

Population.. — Il est difficile d’évaluer 
exactement la population du pays vers 
1905; mais on peut estimer qu'en vingt- 
cinq ans elle a doublé. Elle s’élève actuel
lement à 29.200.000 habitants, dont 
1.328.000 dans la zone japonaise. La den
sité, qui est d’environ 76 par. mille carré 
hors de ceinte zone, s'élève, dans la zone 
japonaise, à 875 par mille carré. Le nom
bre des résidants japonais s'élève à plus 
d’un million (dont environ 800.000 Co
réens).

Capitaux. — Les capitaux japonais in
vestis en Mandchourie depuis vingt-cinq 
ans sont les suivants :

Compagnie du Chemin de fer Sud-Mandchou- 
a ion, 716.201.000 yen; Entreprises affiliées à la 
Compagnie, 318.392.000 yen; Prêis du gouverne
ment japonais au gouvernement chinois, 98.731.000 
yen; Sociétés et particuliers, 554.277.000 yen.

du total 1.687.601.000 yen, soit environ 
21 milliards de francs.

Travaux publics. — Le développement 
des voies ferrées a été remarquable : pour 
la Chine même, il n’a été construit, depuis 

11877, que 8.320 kilomètres, tandis que dans 
pu Mandchourie seule il a été construit, 
depuis 1897, plus de 5.920 kilomètres, dont 
1.750 shio-russes, 1.104 japonais, 140 sino- 

\ japonais, 2.880 chinois; sur les 2.880 kilo- 
nrétres chinois, 650 ont été construits avec 
\des capitaux anglais, et 990 avec des capi
taux japonais.

Le port de Dairen, qui a coûté 68 mil
lions de yen (816 millions de francs), est 
[devenu le second en importance de l'Ex- 
Ïtrême-Orientle mouvement y a été, en 
1929, de 8.211 navires, totalisant 14 mil
lions de tonnes, avec un commerce de 
508 millions de yen (6 millions de francs)..

Les richesses minières ont été systéma-\ 
itiqùement exploitées : les mines'de clrnr- 
fronde Fushun et Y entai produisent eiwf- 
•r<Ni 30.000 tonnes par jour; les mines de 
[fer de Penhsihu et Anshan permettent de 
[produire annuellement 250.000 tonnes de 
[fonte, Le pays est, du point de vue a/jri- 
\c.ole, très riche : la production a doublé} 
au cours des quinze dernières années.

M. Sakamoto passe ensuite aux agisse
ments antijaponais : banditisme, pro- 
blènte des chemins ? de fer, la question*  
dej baux de terrains (sans cesse remise 
en cause par les Chinois, au mépris des 
traités), enfin la fiscalité monstrueuse-

quantité de résidents, japonais * à quitter 
les villes où ils avaient leur installation 
et leurs affaires, conformément aux trai
tés. .C’est ainsi que les consulats et les 
colonies entières de Chenchow, Yunnanfu, 
Chentow, Chihfeng ont dù être évacués; 
la plupart des résidants, en particulier 
les femmes et les enfants, ont dû quitter 
Nankin (siège du gouvernement chinois), 
Hanchow, Suchoiv, Wuhu, Wenchow, Kiu- 
kian, Shasi, Ichgng, Chungking, Chansha.

En Mandchourie, un grand nombre de 
ressortissants japonais ont été massacrés,

M. Sakamoto montre enfin que les in
térêts européens sont liés à ceux du Ja
pon, dans cette affaire de Mandchourie, 
d’où peut sortir une guerre générale. 
Cela n’est aucunement douteux.

Or les gredins. qui mènent actuelle
ment le Quai d’Orsay sont en tr^in de 
nous brouiller avec le Japon, compte ils 
nous ont brouillés avec l’Italie usso- 
linienné, qu’ils ont jetée dans les\bras 
de l’Allemagne. Pourquoi cela ? rce 
que Philippe Berthelot, concussionnaire 

 

notoire, qui remplace Briand gâtèux 
pour toutes les affaires d’Extrême-Oriept, 
est l’homme de la Chine au Quai d’< 
say, comme il fut, en 1921, l’homme 
la Banque Industrielle de Chine, L’af
faire de Noblet d’Anglure qu’hier 
core la Cour de cassation s’appliquait! à 
étouffer, les affaires Hearst et Hor$n 
ont levé un coin du voile sur les ma
nœuvres abominables qui sont le coil- 
rant de notre ministère - des Affairés 
"étrangères. Poincaré et Tardieu, qui 
connaissaient tout cela (Poincaré avait 
sacqué Berthelof en 1922, puis, par peur 
de Briand, il le laissa à la place où on 
l’avait réintégré!), ont cependant main
tenu le chef de la bande, Aristide 
Briand, au poste où il trahit et vend 
la France de toutes manières et à tous 
guichets. Laval continue.

Nous ne sommes pas seuls à parler 
ainsi. Les Débats, Figaro, d’autres en
core, montrent chaque jour à leurs lec
teurs la sentine du Quai d’Orsay et com
ment elle empoisonne systématiquement 
notre politique extérieure. La colère 
monte dans la nation, apathique * depuis 
dix ans, et qui n’a vu, danfc les affaires 
Hanau, Oustric et C,e, qu’to côté de 
répouvantabhr gabegie ?où. nous soin, 
brons. M; Sakamoto n’a ‘pas aborde, ee 
point, évidemment, dans sa brochure ; 
mais on ne saurait trop signaler l’ex
trême gravité de cette affaire de Mand
chourie où le bon droit est manifeste
ment du côté du Japon et où nous nous 
appliquons à brimer le Japon, comme 
nous avons brimé l’Italie, comme nous 
avons brimé la Belgique en la chassant 
du conseil de la Société des Nations. De
puis dix ans, nos intérêts vitaux sont 
saccagés au Quai d’Orsay.

i Léon DAUDET.

a
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\ L’affaire 
dè \ Mandchourie 
et la caverne 

du Quai d’Orsay
Sous ce titre. L’affaire de Mandchou- 

rie, M. Sakàmoto, docteur en droit et 
représentant du chemin de fer sud- 
mandchou rie n, vient de publier une 
substantielle brochure qui expose, de ]a 
façon la plus claire, la genèse des évé
nements actuels, déformés comme tout 
Je reste par la presse de fonds secrets 
prenant sou mot d'ordre à la caverne du 
Quai d’Orsay. Je nie contente de citer les 
pasages les plus importants, selon moi, 
de ce travail qu’appuient toutes les pré-, 
visions nécessaires.

L’argument commence ainsi :
Les incidents de ces dernières semai

nes ne doivent pas être jugés seulement 
par rapport à la situation générale eu 
Chine et par rapport aux pratiques qui y 
sont suivies. Ils se sont produits en Mand4 
chourie*  dans une région où le Japon d 
des droits spéciaux, des intérêts considé4 
râbles. L’action à laquelle le Japon a dw 
résister ne tend à rien moins qu’à le pri
ver de tous ses droits et intérêts, au mé-\ 
pris des traités, et en dépit'de son action 
bienfaisante dans le pays. Il est donc in
dispensable d’examiner : 1° la base lé
gale de l’activité japonaise en Mandchou
rie...: 2° l’action civilisatrice du Japon 
en Mandchourie; 3° les manœuvres et at
tentats dirigés contre cette action.

La première partie est d’ordre tech
nique et diplomatique. Elle établit les 
droits des ressortissants japonais en 
vertu du traité sino-japo.nais de 1915 et 
des négociations subséquentes. La se
conde partie est d’un ordre plus général. 
En voici l’essentiel :

On n’ exagère rien en disant que la 

1929, de 8.211 navires, totalisant 14 mil
lions de tonnes, avec un commerce de 
508 millions de yen (6 millions de francs).

Les richesses minières ont été systéma
tiquement exploitées : les mines de char
bon de Fushun et Yeniai produisent envi
ron 30.000 tonnes par jour; les mines de 
fer de Penhsihu et Anshan permettent de 
produire annuellement 250.000 tonnes de 
fonte. Le pays est, du point de vue agri
cole, très riche : la production a doublé 
au cours des quinze dernières aimées.

M. Sakamoto passe ensuite aux agisse
ments antijaponais : banditisme, pro
blème des chemins ; de fer, la question 
detf baux de terrains (sans cesse remise 
en cause par les Chinois, au mépris des 
traités), enfin la fiscalité monstrueuse
ment abusive, le boycott systématique, 
et toutes les formes d'action antijapo
naise

Cette action prend un caractère véri
tablement inhumain. On refuse de vendre 
du lait, du charbon aux Japonais. On 
empêche les Chinois de travailler pour 
des entreprises japonaises, de se placer 
chez des Japonais. On laisse apposer des 
affiches, répandre des placards qui in
vitent au massacre des Japonais. On in-
terdit aux pilotes chinois de piloter des 
bateaux japonais. On refuse de délivrer 
les lettres ou télégrammes adressés aux 
Japonais. Une communication du gou
vernement japonais au conseil de la So
ciété des Nations, le 18 octobre, donne 
tous les détails rela ,s à ces procédés, 
entièrement contraires à la pratique des 
pays civilisés. (En Chine centrale, à 
Changhaï, Hankéou, Chungking et Hong
kong, 215 cas d’outrages, d’insultes et 
d’oppression contre des ressortissants ja
ponais, 498 cas d’outrages ou de lapida
tion contre des écoliers japonais. A Hong
kong, 5 Japonais tués et 9 blessés.)

Un des résultats immédiats de ces cam
pagnes anti japonais es a été d’obliger une 

quantité de résidents, japonais il quitter 
tes villes on ils avaient leur installation 
et leurs affaires, conformément aux trai
tés. C’est ainsi que les consulats et les 
colonies entières de Chenchow, Yunnanfu, 
Chentow, Chihfeng ont dû être évacués; 
la plupart des résidants,' en particulier 
les femmes et les enfants, ont dû quitter 
Nankin (siège du gouvernement chinois), 
Hanchow, Suchotv, Wuhu, Wenchow, Kiu- 
kian, Shasi, Ichgng, Chungking, Chansha.

En Mandchourie, un grand nombre de 
ressortissants japonais ont été massacrés.

M. Sakamoto montre enfin que les in
térêts européens sont liés à ceux du Ja
pon, dans cette affaire de Mandchourie, 
d'où, peut sortir une guerre générale. 
Cela n’est aucunement douteux.

Or les gredins. qui mènent actuelle
ment le Quai d’Orsay sont eu train de 
nous brouiller avec le Japon, comble ils 
nous ont brouillés avec l’Italie niusso- 
linienne, qu’ils ont jetée dans lesjbras 
de l’Allemagne. Pourquoi cela ? Parce 
que Philippe Berthelot, concussionnaire 
notoire, qui remplace Briaud gâtèux 
pour toutes les affaires d’Extrême-Oriqpt, 
est l’homme de la Chine au Quai d’Or
say, comme il fut, en 1921, l'homme tie 
la Banque Industrielle de Chine. L’àf- 
faire de Noblet d’Anglure qu'hier en
core la Cour de cassation s’appliquait^ à 
étouffer, les affaires Hearst et Horin 
ont levé un coin du voile sur les ma
nœuvres abominables qui sont le cop
iant de notre ministère . des Affaires 
étrangères. Poincaré et Tardieu, qùi 
connaissaient tout cela (Poincaré avait 
sacqué Berthelof en 1922, puis, par peur 
de Briand, il le laissa à la place où on 
l’avait réintégré!), ont cependant main
tenu le chef de la bande, Aristide
Briand, au poste où il trahit et vend 
la France de toutes manières et à tous 
guichets. Laval continue.

Nous ne sommes pas seuls à parler 
ainsi. Les Débats, Figaro, d'autres en
core, montrent chaque jour à leurs lec
teurs la sentine du Quai d’Orsay et corn- 

^inent elle empoisonne systématiquement 
notre politique extérieure. La colère 

. iponte dans la nation, apathique1 depuis 
dix ans, et qui n’a vu, d'anfe les affaires 
Hanau, Oustric et C,e, qu’fin.-côté de 

-Jpépouvantable^ gabegie où. nous sam- 
Jfrons. M, Sakamoto n’a pas aborde ee 
joint, évidemment, dans sa brochure’ ; 
mais on ne saurait trop signaler l'ex
trême gravité de cette affaire de Mand
chourie où le bon droit est manifeste
ment du côté du Japon et où nous nous 
appliquons à brimer le Japon, comme 
nous avons brimé l’Italie, comme nous 
avons brimé la Belgique en la chassant 
du conseil de la Société des Nations. De
puis dix ans, nos intérêts vitaux sont 

^saccagés au Quai d’Orsay.
I Léon DAUDET.
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Si, la Paix s’organise
Les salonnards et les plaisantins de 

salles de rédaction s’en donnent à cœur 
joie. Le sang coule en Mandchourie. 
Belle occasion pour se réjouir et dauber 
sur l’impuissance de la Société des Na

tions.
La bêtise est une maladie contagieuse. Ses rava

ges, actuellement, s'étendent. Il faut convenir 
pourtant que toute seule elle serait presque inof
fensive. Mais elle s’appuie sur quelque chose de 
plus solide que des cervelles exagérément légères. 
Nous ne savons quel est le nom nippon de saint 
Georges, mais il est visible et par ailleurs connu 
que sa cavalerie défile à bride abattue aussi bien à 
Londres qu’à Paris.

Cela explique bien des choses et notamment l’at
titude de presque toute la presse anglaise. Les con
servateurs dénoncent à l’avance toute sanction qui 
pourrait être prise par le Conseil de la Société des 
Nations contre le Japon. Une campagne s’organise 
contre la politique de M. Briand. Les Britanniques 
regrettent le temps où la S.D.N. n’était appelée 
partout que la S.D.A. — Société des Anglais. Le 
triomphe électoral conservateur aura donc pour 
premier effet de faire échec ou de tenter de faire 
échec à la politique française, et au prestige de 
notre pays. M. Buré s’en réjouit, cela va de soi. 
Pour un nationaliste, tout ce qui dessert la poli
tique nationale quand elle est faite par un Français 
qui n’est pas catalogué comme « bien pensant », est 
matière à se réjouir. La patrie, pour eux, est par
tout où l’on combat les hommes qu’ils exècrent. 
Elle est à Londres, depuis que M. Henderson, qui 
aimait et comprenait la France et les Français (y 
compris M. Briand), a dû céder la place à des hom
mes qui ne portent pas notre pays dans leur cœur. 
Elle est même, à l’occasion, à Tokio, où, si l’on en 
croit M. Buré, déjà nommé, « on en veut beau
coup » à M. Briand.

On lui en veut de quoi? D’avoir invité la Chine 
et le Japon à ne point traiter les pactes et les trai
tés comme chiffons de papier. Le Japon a signé 
certain pacte Kellogg qui met la guerre hors la loi. 
Or, sans accepter l’arbitrage du Conseil de la So
ciété des Nations, il se livre, actuellement, à des 
actes de guerre. Le fond même du débat n’est pas 
en question. Eut-il cent, mille fois raisons, le Ja

pon doit être rappelé à l’ordre parce qu’il prétend 
se faire justice lui-même, ce qui est en opposition 
avec les principes de toute société policée. Si vous 
avez à vous plaindre de quelqu’un, si vos griefs sont 
légitimes, vous n’avez pourtant pas le droit d’aller 
le rosser. Il y a des tribunaux pour départager les 
nations. Ne pas s’en remettre à sa décision, c’est se 
placer hors la loi internationale. Il faut qu’on le 
sache. Il faut que cela soit dit solennellement.

« Les Nippons, écrit M. Gabriel Cudenet, désa
voués publiquement, reçoivent des encouragements 
secrets qui expliquent leur superbe. » C’est trop 
évident. On raille la Société des Nations parce 
quelle n’impose pas sa loi, mais on excite, en des
sous, ceux qui se dérobent à son arbitrage. Est-ce 
tolérable? Le Matin, pour justifier cette attitude 
et ces intrigues, montre derrière la Chine la Russie 
soviétique. C’est une nouvelle adaptation de 
« l’homme au couteau entre les dents ». Les canons 
japonais deviennent les protecteurs de l’ordre con
tre les dévastateurs moscovites. Comme si la sau
vegarde de l’ordre n’exigeait pas d’abord le respect 
des accords et la soumission à l’Assemblée des Na
tions, juge souverain des peuples!

Au surplus, on a beau faire. La mystique de la 
paix a pris une telle force qu’il faut bien en subir 
les effets. Même encouragé par la presse britan
nique et par le clan français des Yes, le Japon est 
contraint de se modérer. Car il ne suffit pas de mon
trer que la guerre se rallume aux confins de l’Asie 
pour nier l’œuvre de paix : il faut se demander ce 
qui serait advenu en d’autres temps, alors que la 
guerre passait pour légitime, et qu’on la considé
rait comme le seul moyen régulier d’obtenir son 
droit. Quels effectifs nippons seraient en Mand
chourie? Où seraient les armées japonaises? Com
bien y aurait-il de milliers et de milliers de victi
mes?

La Société des Nations ne dispose d’autre gen
darme que la conscience universelle. Mais pour in
visible qu’il soit, celui-là est de taille. Il retient, 
malgré tout, les troupes prêtes à s’embarquer. Il 
limite l’horreur. Il enchaîne le crime. On n’ose pas 
aller jusqu’au bout. Et déjà, à Londres hier, à Pa
ris aujourd’hui, des hommes renseignés, qui ont 
qualité pour parler au nom des intéressés, ont en
visagé la possibilité d’un compromis.

Si, la paix s’organise. Il faut chaque jour la con
quérir., Mais elle se retrouve chaque matin plus 
forte, mieux protégée, plus sûre d’elle. Grâce à 
qui?...
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Le conflit sino-japonais de Mandchourie! 
devant ie Conseil de la Société des Nations
Prudence tardive de M. Briand et du Conseil. On cherche 

an règlement qui sauvera la face

Cette question incidente mise à | Spart, le trait essentiel de l’affaire ’ Jsiro-,japonaise, la trait qu’il ne faut Jamais perdre de vue, c’est que la 
Chine n’a pas de gouvernement capable de se faire obéir et de tenir fees promesses, que les engagements de la Chine ne valent rien et que les Japonais, s ils veulent se maintenir en Mandchourie, n’ont pas seulement à exiger de Nankin la recon -

M. Brüand, président en exercice du conseid de la Société d&s Nations, avait à constater, hier, la vanité des efforts tentés à Genève, en octobre, pour mettre fin au différend sino^' japonais de Mandchourie. Dans son projet de résolution du 22 octobre (qui, juridiquement, n’est point va-| labié, lo représentant du gouverne-*  ment de Tokio ayant refusé de s’yt associer), le conseil avait eu l'imprudence de fixer le 46 novembre comme date limite de la retraite des troupes japonaises. Le 16 novembre s’est écoulé et*  les escarmouches continuent de plus belle. Hier, devant le conseil, M. Briand n’a pas insisté. Il s’est contenté de dire qu’à défaut de portée juridique, le projet de résolution du 16 octobre avait une portée morale. Il a rappelé brièvement ses vaines négociations avec les deux adversaires. Les événements, certes, n’ont pas répondu à ses espérances. Mais les deux parties lui ont fourni des renseignements et c’est un gage de l'esprit pacifique qui les anime.Ce petit discours fut interrompu, à plusieurs reprises, par des quintes do toux assez pénibles. Petite salle trop remplie et stmhauffée. Atmosphère de découragement. Gomme le ton a changé depui^ûcLobre ! Alors, on menaçait, on ordonnait, on parlait d’ultimatum. Il y a'^uinze jours encore, sir Erjc DrummpnjL chargeait ses légistes d’examiner un projet de rappel du corps diplomatique de Tokio. Maintenant, on -sd'sent engagé dans une impasse, On^.çherche très humblement le moyerTde rebrousser chemin sans perdre la face.Une séance secrète a suivi celle séance publique assez futile. M. Briand S’est flatté d’apercevoir les éléments d’un compromis dans la

obligations des traités », où elle se dit « déterminée à exécuter loyale- jment toutes les obligations que lui 'imposa le pacte », quitte à régler par l’arbitrage lous différends avec le'Japon relatifs à l’interprétation des traités. Et M. le ministre des affaires étrangères de recommander que la formule d’une éventuelle résolution unanime soit recherchée dans des entretiens particuliers, les séances, privées ou publiques, ne devant survenir que le principe d’une solution une fois trouvé.Des conversations particulières, ; l’accommodement de tous, dans la conjoncture, c’est la sagesse, encore que tardive. Mais M. Sze, le délégué de la Chine, demande la parole. M, Briand le met en garde contre le danger d’une discussion immédiate du fond de l’affaire, d’une discussion intempestive. Ici, M. Ypshi- zawa, ambassadeur du Japon fait un signe d’assentiment, M. Sze pro- ! teste de sa prudence. Il veut seulement dire que le peuple chinois souffre depuis deux mois, qu’il désire un règlement aussi rapide que possible. En son nom, M. Sze réclame que les séances publiques commencent dans le délai) le plus bref,Voilà pour cette première journée. C’est tout et ce n’est pas beaucoup. M. Briand est dans l’illusion quant à la valeur pratique du passage de la note chinoise du 24 octobre sur lequel il s’est appuyé. Comme le gouvernement japonais le lui । fit observer, dans sa réponse du 7 novembre, ce passage où il est । parlé de recours à l’arbitrage tend £ remettre en question les traités en vigueur. Sur ce point, le Japon parle dans notre intérêt autant que dans

naissance des traités existants, mais cnçore, pour se renfermer dans la zone du chemin de fer, à attendre le rétablissement en Mandchourie d’un état de paix compatible avec la sécurité de leurs troupes et de leurs Ressortissants.Dans les séances publique et privée du conseil, l’absence de tout représentant des Etats-Unis a été fort remarquée. Les gêna du secrétariat . avaient la mine allongée. En séance ^privée, M. Briand a déclaré que, cette foils, le représentant des Etats- Unis ne s'était pas assis à la table | du Conseil, mais que le général,! Dawes était à Paris et que l’Améri-,1 que reparaîtrait dans la salle si le’! pacte Kellogg venait en discussion^ ! Le pacte Kellogg viendra-t-il en di«y j cussion ? Jusqu’ici', le Conseil ne paÿ ; raît pas devoir l’évoquer. En allen*  ! dant, sans plus se soucier de là 
Société des Nations, le général Dawes (qui a auprès de lui M. Dooman; attaché pendant longtemps à l’ambassade américaine de Tokio), s’em
ploie à trouver une solution. A deuxI reprises, mer, avant et après le I Conseil, il s’est entretenu aVec le I nouveau secrétaire d’Elat au Foreign Office, sir John Simon. L’opmion semble prévaloir que la S. D. NA ne se tirera du mauvais pas où\ la légèreté du secrétariat et de jM. Briand l’a engagée qu'en s’assurant la bonne volonté et la coopération du Japon, c’est-à-dire en lui1 concédant, sous une enveloppe plus ou moins opaque, fessenttiel de ses revendications. Mais que fera le représentant de la Chine ?

PEKTINAX.

note quit lull fut adressée de Nankin, le 24 octobre, où la Chine se déclare, « comme tout membre de la S. D. N., tenue, aux termes du pacte, de respecter scrupuleusement toutes les
le sien. Allons-nous créer un précé
dent dont n’importe quel pays vaincu en 1918 pourrait s'autoriser tôt ou tard7 pour faire démolir graducl- lemep', à La Haye, les traités de
îpaix?
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Le Conseil de la Société des Natièns 
réuni au Quai d’Orsay 

évoque le litige sino-japonais
** Il poursuivra la recherche d’une solution, déclare 
son président, M. Briand, dans l’esprit d’objectivité 

et d’impartialité dont il ne s’est jamais départi
ÉDITORIAL

Nous assistons peut-être à la dernière 
tentative du Conseil de la S. D. N. pour 

/mettre fin au conflit sino-japonais. En 
l*occurrence,  nous ne croyons pas qu il 
faille se préoccuper outre mesure des 
nouvelles diverses et contradictoires 
qui nous parviennent d*Extrême-Orient.

cesser toutes vexations à l'égard dès 
ressortissants nippons et de mettre fin 
au boycottage des produits japonais. 
Que lé Conseil de la S. D. N. arrache 
donc cette promesse au gouvernement 
de Nankin et qu'en même temps il ob
tienne de celui de Tokjo qu'il soit fidèle 
à la parole donnée. La paix, dès lors, 
sera sauvegardée, et c'est là l'essentiel.

Qui donc, d'ailleurs, pourrait se flatter Qn oÿectera bien que [es sources de 
de démêler la vérité dans ces événe-1 conflft existeront encore dans cet Ex
tents, dont chacun s'efforce d'esquiver trême-Orient, depuis si longtemps en 
la responsabilité, dans des incidents proie d une 8- dangereuse agitation, et 
que l'on grossit, ici, et qu'ailleurs on qu’une tGUe paix ne serQ jamais que 
ramène à des proportions infimes? H yjort précaire. Peut-être! Mais il appar- 
a là quelque chose qui trouble et qui dé- tiendra alors au Conseil de ta S. D. N. 
route notre logique occidentale, et si ja- toucher au fond des problèmes et de 
mais on tente de dégager quelques no- Voir S’H esf quelque moyen [es r^_ 
tions claires et précises de toutes ces af- soudre définitivement. \
firmations contradictoires, il y a bien p . \,, , » j .. *our  le moment, il est une seuledes chances pour que l on perde inuti- i . 4 i . A, , cnose qui compte, c est le maintien'lement un temps précieux. i > . . ,de la paix : il s agit d etouffer un in-

La vérité, en un mot, nous l’ikno-cendie qui couve et qui menace de 
rons et nous l'ignorerons longtemps\en- s’étendre. Nous avons confiance que la 
core sans aucun doute. Mais l intérêt haute autorité du président Aristide 
de la paix exige que l'on agisse sans Briand, son incontestable im- 
tarder. Pour cela, il n'y a qu'un moyén. partialité, permettront d'arriver 
Le Japon déclare qu'il retirera ses trop- résultat souhaité.
pes si la Chine prend l'engagement
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Après la séance publique ou 
le président, M. Briand, a 
rappelé la genèse du conflit 
et les efforts déjà tentés pour 
y mettre fin, le Conseil a étu
dié, en séance privée, une for
mule transactionnelle propo
sée, dit-on, par les Etats-Unis.

LES COMBATS SE POURSUIVENT 
PRÈS DE LA RIVIÈRE NONNI

Hier, à 16 heures, dans la fameuse 
salle de l’Horloge, au Quai d’Orsay, où 
le 5 avril 1919 M. Clemenceau faisait 
adopter à une vitesse de record les 
vingt-deux articles du pacte de la So
ciété des nations, M. Aristide Briand a 
ouvert la 65e cession du conseil, qui est 
peut-être la plus importante que l’or
ganisme de Genève ait encore tenue 
jusqu’à ce jour. Ne s’agit-il pas, en 
effet, d’enrayer une véritable guerre, 
puisqu’au moment même où le prési
dent ouvrait la séance, les câbles annon
çaient qu’une bataille se déroulait en 
Mandchourie sur les bords de la rivière 
Nonni. C’est pourquoi on sentait planer 
sur les délégués de la Société des na
tions qui siégeaient au conseil une 
atmosphère d’inquiétude et même 
d’anxiété.

M. Aristide Briand présidait, ayant à 
sa droite le représentant de l’Italie et, 
à sa gauche, le secrétaire général de la 
Société des nations, sir Eric Drummond.

Lfexposé de M. Briand
M. Briand, dans un court exposé, 

coupé continuellement par de pénibles 
quintes de toux provoquées par le ma
gnésium, exposa la situation depuis le 
24 octobre dernier où le conseil s’était 
ajourné à Genève sans avoir pris de 
décision définitive.

Il rappela les différentes notes qu’il 
avait reçues, et notre ministre des Af
faires étrangères rappela également les 
engagements formels qui avaient été 
pris par les deux parties à Genève : la

Chine respecterait les traités existants 
et le Japon, par la voix de M. Yoshi- j 
zawa, s’engageait à empêcher la guerre 
en Mandchourie; et il ajouta pour ter- | 
miner : ;

Si les événements n’ont pas encore ré- I 
pondu aux espoirs que nous formulions en 
nous séparant le 24 octobre, je dois cepen
dant signaler au conseil que j’ai toujours 
trouvé les deux parties prêtes à me fournir i 
tous les renseignements que je leur ai de
mandés. Je veux voir dans ce fait un signe 
de leur désir de collaborer loyalement 
avec le conseil au règlement d’un litige 
dont aucun de nous né se dissimule la 
difficulté particulière ni la gravité.

Le conseil — est-il nécessaire de le rap-

Sir John Simon, ministre des Affaires 
étrangères de Grande-Bretagne (en haut) 
et M. von Bulow, sous-secrétaire d'Etat 

permanent à la Wilhelmstrasse.

peler ? — poursuivra la recherche d'une- 
solution dans l’esprit d’objectivité et d’im
partialité dont il ne s’est jamais départi, 
sans souci des jugements hâtifs ou des 
commentaires tendancieux, et préoccupé 
uniquement, selon la loi de son pacte, de 
faire régner la paix et la justice dans le 
respect des obligations internationales.

Sir John Simon, le nouveau ministre 
des Affaires étrangères d’Angleterre, et 
M. von Bülow, secrétaire permanent 
de la Wilhelmstrasse, qui pour la pre
mière fois siégeait à la table du 
conseil, remercièrent M. Briand.
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Ce fut tout en séance publique, 
M. Briand ayant informé ses collègues 
que plusieurs d’entre eux préféraient 
se réunir en privé pour continuer l’exà- 
men de la question.

LA CHINE ET LES TRAITÉS DE 1915

tendrait à maintenir proyi-
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LE COMMUNIQUÉ I 
r ;

A Tissue de la seance publique tenue 
par le conseil de la Société des nations 
le communiqué suivant a été publié par 
le secrétariat : i

Le conseil, siégeant sous la présidence 
de M. Briand, a repris cet après-midi 
les travaux de sa soixante-cinquième 
session.

Le président remercie tout d’abord 
les membres du conseil qui ont bien 
voulu accepter que le conseil se réu
nisse à Paris. Il salue ceux des mem
bres du conseil qui siègent pour la pre
mière fois à la table du conseil : sir 
John Simon et M. von Bülow. Il rap
pelle ensuite que le conseil est assemblé 
en vertu de la décision du 24 octobre. 
Il tient donc à mettre le conseil art cou
rant du développement de l’affaire de 
Mandchourie.

Dans sa réunion d’octobre, le conseil 
n’a pas réussi à obtenir l’adhésion des 
deux parties à la résolution qui garde 
une haute portée morale. Par ce vote 
se confirmaient les principes affirmés 
dans la résolution du 30 septembre, et 
si le représentant du Japon n’a pas cru 
pouvoir accepter la résolution du 24 oc
tobre, ses déclarations très nettes au 
cours de la réunion d’octobre ont prouvé 
que son gouvernement était fermement 
décidé à se conformer aux engagements 
pris par la résolution du 30 septembre.

D’autre part, après la réunion du 
conseil, le président a reçu de M. Sze 
une lettre proclamant que la Chine en
tendait respecter toutes les obligations 
des traités et qu’elle était décidée à 
remplir toutes les obligations que lui 
impose le pacte. La Chine offrait de ré
gler tous ces différends avec le Japon 
par la voie de décision arbitrale où 
Judiciaire, conformément à l’article 13 
du pacte. Le 26 octobre, en outre, le re
présentant du Japon, dans une décla
ration, a exposé les principes fonda
mentaux dont le Japon croyait 
nécessaire l’acceptation par la Chine.

Après avoir examiné ces principes 
fondamentaux, le président a conclu 
-que les quatre premiers trouvaient leur 
expression dans le projet de résolution 
du 24 octobre. Pour le cinquième point, 
il lui était apparu qu’une solution pour
rait être recherchée dans la voie ouverte 
par la déclaration du DT Sze. Dans ces 
conditions, le président a écrit au 
représentant du Japon pour lui faire 
part de ses réflexions et lui rappeler la 
procédure prévue par la résolution du 

■24 octobre en ce qui concerne les me
sures envisagées pour assurer la sécu
rité des ressortissants japonais et de 
leurs biens au moment de l’évacuation. 
Le représentant du Japon, dans sa ré
ponse, s’est demandé si les déclarations 
de la Chine ne permettaient pas de con
cevoir des doutes sur le point de savoir 
si la, Chine songeait à mettre en ques
tion , la validité de certains traités.

Quant à la situation de fait en Mand
chourie, le président Briand constate 
qu’à, plusieurs reprises il a dû demander 
aux parties des renseignements ou leur 
rappeler les principes contenus dans la 
résolution du 30 septembre. Il a dû 
notamment obtenir des renseignements 
en ce qui concerne la saisie, dont s’était 
plaint le gouvernement chinois, des 
recettes de la gabelle en Mandchourie. 
Si les événements n’ont pas répondu 1 
encore aux espoirs formulés le 24 octo- |

«S

SAiQjsiAaiij sou
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proposition tendrait à maintenir proyi- 
i soirement l’occupation japonaise qn 
Mandchourie sans assigner un dél^i 
fixe pour l’évacuation, afin de permet
tre au gouvernement japonais d’effecV 
tuer le repli de ses troupes dans les 
meilleures conditions de sécurité pour 
les personnes et les biens de ses res- 
sortissants. Pendant ce temps de répify 
où, de part et d’autre, les troupes chij 
noises et japonaises devraient s’abste*  
nir de tous actes d’hostilité, le gou
vernement chinois et le gouvernement 
japonais négocieraient directement lep 
questions litigieuses entre eux, en domi
nant au conseil de la Société des no
tions l’assurance que les négociations 
ne traîneraient pas en longueur.

UNE TENTATIVE 
DE CONCILIATION DIRECTE DE M. BRIAND

Après la séance privée, qui a succédé 
à la séance publique du conseil de la 
Société des nations, M. Briand, prési
dent en exercice, s’est longuenient en
tretenu, dans son cabinet, avec M. Yo
shizawa, délégué du Japon, et le 
Dr Sze, délégué de la Chine.

C’est bien à une tentative de conci
liation et de réconciliation que s’est 
employé, avant tout nouveau débat, le 
ministre français des Affaires étran
gères, visiblement résolu à tenir égale
ment compte de la situation de droit 
et de la situation de fait pour aboutir 
à une solution pacifique du conflit.

Le représentant de la Chine au 
conseili de la Société des nations, 
Dr Sze, a bien affirmé l'intention de son 
gouvernement de se conformer aux trai
tés existants. Mais la délégation japo
naise ne dissimule pas son inquiétude, 
en ce qui concerne les stipulations du 
traité de 1915, fixant le statut des 
concessions japonaises dans le Kouang- 
Toung et la durée de la concession des t 
chemins de fer du Sud mandchourien. i 
traité qu’à diverses reprises le gouver- J 
nement chinois a contesté comme un | 
« diktat » imposé par le Japon à la 
Chine.

L’on fait observer, dans les milieux 
japonais, que si le conseil de la Société 
des nations suivait le gouvernement 
chinois sur le terrain de cette contes
tation, le respect des traités existants 
ne serait plus qu’une formule dénuée 
de signification.
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Ce fut tout en séance publiquç, 
M. Briand payant informé ses collègues 
que plusieurs d’entre eux préféraient 
se réunir en. privé pour continuer l’exà- 
men de la question.

LE COMMUNIQUÉ I 
r <

A 1’issue de la seance publique tenue 
par le conseil de la Société des nations 
le communiqué suivant a ete publié par 
le secrétariat : ■

Le conseil, siégeant sous la présidence 
de M. Briand, a repris cet après-midi 
les travaux de sa soixante-cinquième 
session.

Le président remercie tout d’abord 
les membres du conseil qui ont bien 
voulu accepter que le conseil se réu
nisse à Paris. Il salue ceux des mem
bres du conseil qui siègent pour la pre
mière fois à la table du conseil : sir 
John Simon et M. von Bülow. Il rap
pelle ensuite que le conseil est assemblé 
en vertu de la décision du 24 octobre. 
Il tient donc à mettre le conseil au cou
rant du développement de l’affaire de 
Mandchourie.

Dans sa réunion d’octobre, le conseil 
n'a pas réussi à obtenir l’adhésion des 
deux parties à la résolution qui garde 
une haute portée morale. Par ce vote 
se confirmaient les principes affirmés 
dans la résolution du 30 septembre, et 
si le représentant du Japon n’a pas cru 
pouvoir accepter la résolution du 24 oc
tobre, ses déclarations très nettes au 
cours de la réunion d’octobre ont prouvé 
que son gouvernement était fermement 
décidé à se conformer aux engagements 
pris par la résolution du 30 septembre.

D’autre part, après la réunion du 
conseil, le président a reçu de M. Sze 
une lettre proclamant que la Chine en
tendait respecter toutes les obligations 
des traités et qu’elle était décidée à 
remplir toutes les obligations que lui 
impose le pacte. La Chine offrait de ré
gler tous ces différends avec le Japon 
par la voie de décision arbitrale ou 
judiciaire, conformément à l’article 13 
du pacte. Le 26 octobre, en outre, le re
présentant du Japon, dans une décla
mation, a exposé les principes fonda
mentaux dont le Japon croyait 
nécessaire l’acceptation par la Chine.

Après avoir examiné ces principes 
fondamentaux, le président a conclu 
^ue les quatre premiers trouvaient leur 
expression dans le projet de résolution 
du 24 octobre. Pour le cinquième point, 
il lui était apparu qu’une solution pour
rait être recherchée dans la voie ouverte 
par la déclaration du Dr Sze. Dans ces 
conditions, le président a écrit au 
représentant du Japon pour lui faire 
part de ses réflexions et lui rappeler la 
procédure prévue par la résolution du 
-24 octobre en ce qui concerne les me
sures envisagées pour assurer la sécu
rité des ressortissants japonais et de 
leurs biens au moment de l’évacuation. 
Le représentant du Japon, dans sa ré
ponse, s’est demandé si les déclarations 
de la Chine ne permettaient pas de con
cevoir des doutes sur le point de savoir 
si la, Chine songeait à mettre en ques
tion < la validité de certains traités.

Quant à la situation de fait en Mand
chourie, le président Briand constate 
qu’à plusieurs reprises il a dû demander 
aux parties des renseignements ou leur 
rappeler les principes contenus dans la 
résolution du 30 septembre. Il a dû 
notamment obtenir des renseignements 
en ce qui concerne la saisie, dont s’était 
plaint le gouvernement chinois, des 
recettes de la gabelle en Mandchourie. 
Si les événements n’ont pas répondu 
encore aux espoirs formulés le 24 octo
bre, le président affirme qu’il a tou
jours trouvé les deux parties prêtes à 
lui fournir les renseignements de
mandés.

Il veut voir dans ce fait la preuve de 
leur désir de collaborer loyalement à la 
solution du litige dont chacun des 
membres du . __ L ...
le caractère particulier ni la gravité.

Le conseil 
solution dans l’esprit d’objectivité et 
id’impartialité dont il ne s’est jamais 
Idéparti, dans le souci d’éviter tout juge- 

conseil ne se dissimule ni

est à la recherche d’une

proposition tendrait à maintenir provi
soirement l’occupation japonaise qn 
Mandchourie sans assigner un déiq.i 
fixe pour l’évacuation, afin de permet
tre au gouvernement japonais d’effecr 
tuer le repli de ses troupes dans les 
meilleures conditions de sécurité pour 
les personnes et les biens de ses res
sortissants. Pendant ce temps de répify 
où, de part et d’autre, les troupes chi-t 
noises et japonaises devraient s’abste? 
nir de tous actes d’hostilité, le goui- 
vernement chinois et le gouvernement 
japonais négocieraient directement lejs 
questions litigieuses entre eux, en don
nant au conseil de la Société des no
tions l’assurance que les négociations 
ne traîneraient pas en longueur.

UNE TENTATIVE
DE CONCILIATION DIRECTE DE M. BRIAND

Après la séance privée, qui a succédé 
à la séance publique du conseil de la 
Société des nations, M. Briand, prési
dent en exercice, s’est longuement en
tretenu, dans son cabinet, avec M. Yo
shizawa, délégué du Japon, et le 
Dr Sze, délégué de la Chine.

C’est bien à une tentative de conci
liation et de réconciliation que s’est 
employé, avant tout nouveau débat, le 
ministre français des Affaires étran
gères, visiblement résolu à tenir égale- ( 
ment compte de la situation de droit 1 
et de la situation de fait pour aboutir 
à une solution pacifique du conflit.

LA CHINE ET LES TRAITÉS DE 1915
Le représentant de la Chine au 

conseili de la Société des nations, 
Dr Sze, a bien affirmé l’intention de son 
gouvernement de se conformer aux trai
tés existants. Mais la délégation japo
naise ne dissimule pas son inquiétude, 
en ce qui concerne les stipulations du 
traité de 1915, fixant le statut des 
concessions japonaises dans le Kouang- 
Toung et la durée de la concession des | 
chemins de fer du Sud mandchourlen. 
traité qu’à diverses reprises le gouver-1 
nement chinois a contesté comme un | 
« diktat » imposé par le Japon à la 
Chine.

L’on fait observer, dans les milieux 
japonais, que si le conseil de la Société 
des nations suivait le gouvernement 
chinois sur le terrain de cette contes
tation, le respect des traités existants 
ne serait plus qu’une formule dénuée 
de signification.

Simon (Grande-Bretagne) 
président pour l’allusion 
à sa personne et l’assure 
représentant de l’Empire 

c’est avec la plus vive sa-I
conformément à son pacte, la paix et 
la justice dans le respect des obliga
tions internationales. _

Sir John 
remercie le 
qu’il a faite 
que, comme 
britannique, 
tisfaction qu’il coopérera avec tous les 
membres du conseil pour atteindre le

I but souhaité par la Société des nations 
de renforcer son autorité.

M, von Bülow (Allemagne) remercie 
le président de ses paroles. Il regrette 
que, jusqu’à présent, il n’ait pu pren
dre part lui-même aux délibérations de 
la question portée à l’ordre du jour. 
Mais il ajoute qu’il sera heureux d’ap
porter „l’aide de son pays à la recherche 
de la solution que souhaitent tous les 
membres du conseil. _

Le président Briand déclare qu’un 
certain nombre de membres du conseil 
lui ont fait savoir qu’ils pensaient 
qu’il serait souhaitable que des conver
sations aient UeU entre les membres 
du conseil, afin de réaliser un accord 
sur les méthodes et la procédure à sui
vre pour atteindre le but souhaité. Une 
proposition de ce genre est normafe et 

_- ------- —— Il fist natü-
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Ce fut tout en seance publique, 
M. Briand ayant Informé ses collègues 
que plusieurs d’entre eux préféraient 
se réunir en privé pour continuer T exa
men de la question. 1

’ ■■ 4^.___y I.
j, i > LE COMMUNIQUE _ |

i part de ses réflexions et lui rappeler la 
procédure prévue pdr la résolution du

1,24 octobre en ce Qui concerne, les me
sures envisagées pour assurer la sécu- 
\rité des ressortissants japonais et de 
leurs Mens au moment de l’évacuation. 
CLe ' représentant du Japon, dans sa ré
ponse, s’est demandé si les déclarations 
de la Chine ne permettaient pas de con
cevoir -des doutes sur le point de savoir 
sija Ghivosongeait à mettre en queS- 

de certains traités.
Quant d la situation de fait en Mand

chourie, le président » Briand constate 
qu’à plusieurs reprises il a dû demander 
aux parties des renseignements ou leur 

l rappeler les principes contenus dans la 
] résolution du 30 septembre. Il a dû 
^notamment obtenir des renseignements 
$eii ce qui concerne la saisie, dont s’était 
^plaint le , gouvernement chinois, des 

recettes de la gabelle en Mandchourie.
* S< les événements n’ont pas répondu 

«encore aux espoirs formulés le 24 octo
bre^ le président affirme qu’il a tou
jours trouvé les deux parties prêtes à 
lui,r: fournir 'léh‘ renseignements do*  

^mandés, ‘
, Iî veut voir dans ce fait la preuve de 
leur désir de collaborer loyalement à la 
solution du litige dont chacun des 
membres du conseil ne se dissimule ni 
le caractère particulier ni la gravité.

proposition tendrait à maintenir provi
soirement l’occupation japonaise en 
Mandchourie sans assigner un délai 
fixe pour l’évacuation, afin de permet
tre au gouvernement japonais d’effect 
tuér le repli de ses troupes darfs ler4 
meilleures conditions ’ de sécurité poui 
les personnes et les biens de ses res 
sertissants. Pendant ce t temps de répit 
où, de part et d’autre, les troupes chi 
noises et japonaises devraient s’abste 4

WW; actes -^^^J^.^9^

J

Le conseil est à la recherche d’une 
' solution dans l’esprit d’objectivité et 

d’impartialité dont il ne s’est jamais 
départi, dans le souci d’éviter tout juge
menthâtif ou de caractère tendancieux 
et préoccupé seulement de faire régner, 
conformément d son pacte, la paix et 
la justice dans le respect des obliga
tions internationales. i.
Sir John Simon (.Grande-Bretagne) 

remercie le président pour l’allusion 
qu’il a faite à sa personne et l’assure 
que, comme représentant de l’Empire 
britannique, c’est avec la plus vive sa
tisfaction qu?il coopérera avec tous les 
membres du conseil pour atteindre le 
but souhaité par la Société des nations 
de renforcer son autorité.
M, von Bülow (Allemagne) remercie 

le président de ses paroles. Il regrette 
que, jusqu’à présent, il n’ait pu pren
dre part lui-même aux délibérations de 
la question portée à l’ordre du jour. 
Mais il ajoute qu’il sera heureux d’ap
port ér,l’aidé de s6n pays à la recherche | 
de la ’ solution que souhaitent tous les 
membres du conseil.
Le président Briand déclare qu’un 

certain nombre de membres du conseil 
lui ont fait savoir qu’ils pensaient 
qu’il serait souhaitable que des conver
sations aient lieu entre les membres 
du conseil, afin*  de réaliser un accord 
sur les méthodes*  et la procédure à sui
vre pour atteindre le but souhaité. Une 
proposition dé ce genre est normale et 
conforme aux précédents. H est natu- 

- rel que les membres du conseil aient 
le désir d’examiner entre eux la situa- 

; lion telle qu’elle s’est , développée de- 
£ puis le mois d’octobre.
t En ce qui le concerne, il ne verrait 

' que dès avantages à ce que la .séance 
d’aujourd’hui soit suivie d’une réunion < 
privée du conseil relative à la procéh 
dure, après quoi. le conseil, dans une 1 
réunion publique, aborderait le fond H 
du problème. *j
‘ Conformément à la proposition du 
président, le conseil a tenu une séance 
privée*  • • <>. ■

1
1

À

. LA FORMULE TRANSACTIONNELLE 
■ DE L’AMÉRIQUE i «1 

r
4(Test < au cours de la séance privée 

que l’on commença à étudier sérieu- 
semetit le - problème. Et bien que le 
communiqué n’en fasse nullement men
tion, nous pouvons affirtner qu’au 
cours de cette séance, on estima qu’il 

! était’ indispensable d’avoir la collabo
ration dés Etats-Unis pour trouver 

\ une solution. •• ’3
Le général Dawés, ambassadeur des | 

• Etats-Unis à Londres, est à Paris. Il a S 
mission de suivre les travaux de la So- I 
ciété des nations en simple observateur, il 
Il n’assistait donc pas hier & la séance g 
publique du conseil, mais ne demande^ 
qu’à participer aux négociations,^, etfJ 
c’est pourquoi on a très sérieuseiiientf 1 

-‘envisagé de faire sortir le différend L 
sino-japonais du cadre < restreint du I 
pacte de la Société des nations pour ■ 
élargir la question en le plaçant dans ■ 
le cadré du pacte Briand-Kellogg. ■ 
l Chine et Japon ont signé cet acte del 
rénonciation à la guerre, l’Amérique I 
également, de même que tous les pays I 
qpl, nier, siégeaient au conseil. I
Us peuvent donc collaborer, et nous I 

sommes en mesure d’affirmer que déjà I 
un compromis est envisagé. I
Bien que /Ton n’ait encore aucune I 

précision sur les lignes essentielles de I 
la formule transactionnelle qui aurait I 
été envisagée à Londres par le général I 
Dawes, ambassadeur des Etats * Unis, I 

’accord avec sir John Simon, secré- ■ 
au Foreign Office, avec I

Matgudejray ambassadeur du Japon |



Le suprême effort 
de la Ligue

1

Extract from FIGARO, November 17, 1931

LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS
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fautes impardonnables, est parvenu au point imprécis où l’on ne sait plus si l’on est en présence d’ui| Conflit ou d’une guerre. On a encouragé, dans son action xénophobe, une Chine invertébrée que les Soviets soutiennent. On a éconduit le Japon, représentant de l’ordre, qui entendait faire respecter les; droits qui lui ont été reconnus en Mandchourie; Pour couronner son œuvre, M. Briand a fail : admettre les Etats-Unis à la table du conseil, contrteJe gré du gouvernement de Tokio. Après ces fausses jpanœuvres, il n’y a rien d’étbnnant à ce que 11 ' ^tuation soit plus grave, plus tragique, qu’elle n^ l’était il y a quelques semaines.Isatis le discours que M. Briand a prononcé hier après-midi, il n’a pas caché la difficulté que le conseil éprouverait à régler le différend. Sans doute a-t-il jugé que la vieille diplomatie secrète était préférable à la jeune diplomatie publique, car la séance a été rapidement levée et Jes Quatorze ont siégé à huis clos.Le Japon, on le sait, se déclare disposé à retirer ses troupes dans la zone du chemin de fer sud- ij mandchourien, lorsque la Chine aura formellement accepté certains « points » qu’il juge essentiels , pour assurer la sécurité et les intérêts de ses res- •I sortissants et faire reconnaître ses droits. Ces points, dont la plupart concernent à la fois la i Chine et le Japon, sont au nombre de cinq : répudiation mutuelle d’une politique et d’une conduite agressives, respect de l’intégrité territoriale de la Chine, suppression complète de tous mouvements organisés qui entraveraient la liberté du commerce et exciteraient la haine internationale, protection effective dans toute la Mandchourie des occupations pacifiques des ressortissants japonais, respect des droits contractuels du Japon en Mand- 1 chourie. Or, la Chine, qui accepte les autres points, | se refuse à négocier sur le dernier avant que les troupes japonaises aient évacué les régions occupées.| La thèse que M. Briand soutient à l’heure ac- i tuelle est la suivante : puisque la Chine se déclare I en général disposée à respecter les traités, il faut décider, afin de hâter l’évacuation, que le jour ; même du retrait des troupes japonaises une conférence s’ouvrira entre les deux parties pour négocier sur les traités qui les intéressent. Inutile de dire que celte thèse est vivement combattue par le gouvernement de Tokio, qui ne parvient pas à comprendre l’attitude de M. Briand. Le Japon n’est pas disposé à se priver des positions qu’il détient contre une vague et platonique promesse. Qu’en serait-il si, après avoir retiré ses troupes, la Chine, comme il est probable,, se refusait à reconnaître les traités qu’elle a sigdMî ? \ \\/ " On attend beaucoup de la présence à Paris Mil général Dawes, ambassadeur des Etats-Unis à Loti-I dres, qui a déjà eu de longs entretiens avec les représentants dé la Chine et du Japon. Attendons également. Mais une constatation s’impose d’ellel même : lès Etats-Unis, qui ne font point partie dd la Société des Nations, sont obligés de suppléer a । son activité défaillante. Ce n’est guère flatteur pout | la jeune institution de Genève qu’il lui faille déùa | un soutien. Ce n’est pas davantage rassurant popr , ceux qui ont $nls leur sort entre ses mains.
; James Donnadieu.

। Le conseil de la Société des nations, fuyant la bise glacée qui souffle sur les rives du Léman, , I est venu fixer sa tente, pour quelques jours, sur : les bords plus doux de la Seine. Des langues de vipère prétendent que la bise n’est pas seule en cause, et que M. Briand, président de l’illustre aréopage, a prié ses collègues de venir à Paris pour être plus près du Palais-Bourbon et ne point quitter de l’œil son ami Laval. D’autres estiment que da S. D. N., n’ayant ^pu régie!’ Gçhçye le conflit sïrio-japonâis, un changement d’air pouf- 'j fait lui rendre ses hypothétiques forces... /Le changement de décor est, en effet, complet./, Le Quai d’Orsay, où l’on se réunit, a certes plus I noble allure que l’ancien hôtel genevois où la Ligue a fixé ses pénates. L’historique salon de l’Horloge! tous ses ors rutilant de lumière, a un autre aspecj que le hall vitré du Secrétariat des nations, tout bruyant de perruches. La table du conseil est peut-être moins imposante, mais qu’importe! OiA a renoncé à transporter celle de Genève, comme on le fit en d’autres occasions. Le temps du fétichisme est passé, bien que je ne sois point très sûr que Sir Eric Drummond n’ait pas apporté , avec ses documents, ses interprètes et ses dactylos, un peu de la terre sacrée du Quai Wilson.Le cadre est changé, mais- les acteurs sont à peu près les mêmes. On reconnaît, à côté du doyen des pèlerins, sceptique sur tout sauf sur lui- i même : M. Scialoja, représentant de l’Italie ; M. | Zaleski, délégué de la Pologne; M. Lerroux, en- | voyé de l’Espagne, et, occupant le devant de la : scène, les deux frères ennemis : M. Yoshizawa, ; représentant du Japon, et le docteur Szé, délégué de la Chine. On se montre cependant le beau crâne chauve du nouveau secrétaire d’Etat au Foreign Office, Sir John Simon, qui a remplacé lord Reading, lequel avait succédé à ce pauvre M. Henderson, autre pèlerin que le coup de vent des derives, élections a balayé comme fétu de paille. On remarqué aussi le regard félin de M. von éulbw^ secrétaire général de la Wilhelmstrasse, qui remplace, avec toute la dignité que lui confère son nom, ce pauvre docteur Curtius qui n’avait pour ' | lui que son grand nez et ses régates bien faites. Dans la salle, on voit les mêmes fonctionnaires et les mêmes journalistes. N’était la Seine qu’on aperçoit par les larges fenêtres, on serait prêt à donner rendez-vous à ses amis genevois pour dîner aux Eaux-Vives. \/ Mais le canon qui tonne en Mandchourie rappelle (jhacun à la réalité et fait se soucier peu du cadne Çù l’on se trouve. Sur la rivière Nonni, des hommes ie tuent. Le différend sino-japonais, qui aurait p|r qtre arrêté dès le mois de septembre, si- le conseil (je la Société des Nations n’avait pas commis des ' j
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La réunion du Quai d’Orsay

LA 8. D. N. CHERCHE ONE FORMULE 
QUI LAISSERA LA VOIE LIBRE 

A L’AVENTURE ANTIflOVIÉTIQUE DU JAPON 
------------------ —DI—lEHSia------------------------

Pendant que le conseil délibère, les troupes japonaises 
i passent à T offensive et le^ cercles dirigeants français 

multiplient les excitations à la guerre

L’ouverture de la séance du Conseil de la S. D. N. au Quai d’ÛrsayLe Conseil de la Sociétjé'des Nations a tenu hier , une séance d’ouverture et a délibéré ensuite, dans le secret.Les circonstances de lieu- et dé temps méritent ici de retenir un peü l’attention. ■ ; , ’L’organe suprême de la Ligue des Nations s'assemble exceptionnellement dans-la capitale de Timpérialis- me français, au siège du ministère français des affaires étrangères dans ce Salon de l'Horloge aux lambris dorés, dont les lustres rococos éclairèrent tant d’opérations malpropres et de redoutables.trompe-l’oeil. 'N’y voyons pas un effet du hasard. Paris demeure le centre de la conjuration guerrière et contre-révolutionnaire. C’est à Paris que devait être consacré le monstrueux coup de force japonais du 18 septembre.Le Conseil siège sous.la présidence de M. Aristide Briand. Cb n’est ploirj-t une coincidence mon plüstajl étdit, Essentiel pour' Ta ‘bonëz exécution ’ d’h mauvais -coup-, qu’elle fut .présidée par le représentant-type du pacifisme impérialiste, par celui qû’auulent en commun M. Blum et sa Sainteté le Pape. Le gendarme est toujours plus dangereux lorsqu’il se déguise en archange !Enfin, la .Société des Nations se réunit à l’heure où la bataille fait rage' autour de Tsitsikar et où Je Japon se dispose à hisser sur le trône ma,ndchôu un empereur de son choix. ‘ 'Je, m’efforce de vous décrire fidèlement ^atmosphère du Conseil. Cette précaution est indispensable à la bonne compréhension des décisions imminentes.Hier donc, en ouvrant la séance, M. Briand nous infligea l’audition pénible d’un long factum qui résume ce que l’homme de Locarno appelle « les efforts du Conseil Ces efforts, à y regarder de près, ont consisté essentiellement à do,hner la ’ consécration de Genève aux opérations guerrières du Japon. , . \ ..La ? manœuvre s est exécutée en deux temps. ; .Premier temps. Le Conseil se réu-. nit à Genève,à la tfin-d.u mois de l

septembre. Le Japon déclare naturellement qu’il n’a aucune visée territoriale sur la Mandchourie... dont ses troupes occupent le territoire. Un envahisseur n’a jamais confessé publiquement ses desseins. C’est toujours au nom de la paix oit*  de la sécurité que les gouvernements impérialistes font la-guerre.Le Conseil satisfait, félicite le délégué’ n’PP°n et.-.pour la forme, lui recommande de « poursuivre aussi rapidement que possible le retrait de ses troupes déjà; commencé » (déjà commencé... où ? quand ? comment ?)Deuxième' temps. Le Conseil se réunit au mois d’octobre. Cette fois, c’est l’inspirateur direct de Tôkio et son complice,, c^ést le rèprésentant de l’impérialisme français qui prend en mains la direction de la manœuvre. ■ -Sa politique va tendre à l’obtén-

Les délégués chinois arrivent auQuai d’Orsay. Au> centre : .M. SZEr tion de trois résultats complémentai-i r'es. • : 11° Créer un front unique impérialiste- et antisoviétique derrière1 le Japon. De fait, au bout- de quelques Jours — les conversations ’Laval.-Hoover aidant — les critiqueurs'britanniques, et américains de. Tpkio .baissent la voix/
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(SUITE DE LA" PREMIERE PAGE)2Û FavoriserM’entreprise japonaise en Mandchourie : De fait, et grâce en bonne partie à l’attitude du Kuomintang contre-révolutionnaire, la résolution votée en octobre par le conseil donne satisfaction à toutes les ambitions japonaises. Cela, M. Briand l’avait expliqué dans sa note à Tokio il y a quinze jours. Il y a insisté lourdement encore hier après- midi !3° Sauvegarder autant que faire se peut les apparences, en donnant à la S. D. N. le travestissement d’un arbitre. Pour cela on fixe une date à l'évacuation et le Japon refuse de se plier à cette recommandation.Le Japon d’ailleurs sait comment il faut interpréter les décisions de la Ligue. Après octobre, ses troupes avancent de 600 kilomètres !Bien plus, obéissant aux injonctions de ses protecteurs et complices, aux injonctions françaises en particulier, il donne à son aventure un caractère antisoviétique de plus en plus accusé. Les gardes blancs complotent à Kharbine et préparent des attentats. On invente des histoires de subsides soviétiques aux généraux chinois, on fait surgir pour les besoins de la cause une brigade communiste de Mandchourie !Naturellement, les chefs socialistes français se mettent de la partie. ! C’est pour jouer le rôle très précis 
d'agents provocateurs. Ils somment l’U. R. S. S. de faire entendre des paroles menaçantes ! L’U. R. S. S. bien entendu ne tombe pas dans ce piège. La jactance est la politique des chiens enragés impérialistes. Elle n’est pas la politique de l’Etat prolétarien.Par leurs déclarations sans écui- voque, Karakhan, Vorochilov, Mclo- tov, Litvinov rappellent aux prolétaires la nécessité urgente d'intensifier la lutte antiimpérialiste et de i se groupei*  autour de l’U. R. S. S. menacée.Et nous voici à la troisième phase de l’aventure. Il ne fait de doute pour personne, après les premiers contacts d’hier, que le Conseil donnera quitus au Japon.Le siège des délégations est fait. Le Japon, dll-on, c’est l’ordre contre le désordre. Le Japon, c’est la civilisation contre le bolchevisme. L’or dre en Mandchourie — l’ordre japonais — c’est la condition sine gu a 
non de la paix sociale, c’est-à-dire de la lutte contre les Soviets.« Ce n’est pas la Chine des Soviets, des amazones rouges, des « brigands-institution d’Etat », des émeutes bi-quotidiennes et des boycotta

ges qui peut représenter l'ordre, c’est-à-dire la civilisation », écrivait un journal du soir.Et M. Lauzanne précisait
« Prendre parti pour la ( hlne, 

c'est prendre parti pour la Russie 
soviétique. Les deux corruptions se 
rejoignent et se®confondent. Le con
seil de la S. D. N. va-t-il travailler 
pour la corruption ou pour 1 vtdrc ? 
C'est toute la question. Il ny en a 
pas d'autre. »Or cette opinion-là, il convient de le savoir, est celle du Conseil de la ‘S.D.N. unanime.Un haut fonctionnaire du ministère des affaires étrangères s’écriait hier après-midi, après la séance : « Où irions-nous si la S.D.N. interdisait les opérations de police ! »Les opérations de police, c’est-à-dire les incursions sur les territoires soviétiques, sont en effet la règle politique suprême des provocateurs de Paris.Tous sans doute ,ne s’expriment pas avec la même franchise. Mais je veux épingler en passant cet argument recueilli sur les lèvres d’un familier du ministre des affaires étrangères.« Le Japon, disait ce personnage, défend la cause des traités! Si on ne l’e.ncourageait pas, on favoriserait par contre coup les.atteintes aux traités de 1919 ».Il- reste à découvrir une formule. Elle est déjà en voie d'élaboration. MM. Yoshizawa, Sir John Simon, Briand et le général Dawes sont déjà tombés d’accord pour faire adopter par le Conseil une résolution qui ne lixera plus de délai pour l’évacuation.A quoi bon e,n effet fixer des délais lorsque le Japon, maître de la Mandchourie, aura suscité des gouvernements autonomes à sa dévotion ?Après les séances du Conseil d’hier après-midi M. Briand qui le malin avait conféré avec Sir J. Simon a convoqué dans son Cabi.net le Japonais1 et le Chinois*  Il leur a recommandé d’entreprendre aussitôt des entretiens privés. Le représentant du Cabinet contre-révolutionnaire de Nankin a accepté de s’engager dans ce guêpier et de pénétrer dans l’engrenage.Dès lors quelle que soit la formule que les auguras découvriront, la cause est entendue contre les Soviets.Bref, la cause est entendue contre les soviets chinois, contre l’U.R.S.S. Le Japon a, nous ne disons pas les mains libres, mais les mains chargées d’un fusil que lui délivrent les membres du Conseil et leur président français.

Gabriel PERI.

Cabi.net


Le Conseil de la Société des Nations
s’est réuni au Quai d’Orsay

Extract from LE JOURtLl, November 17, 1951

POUR RESOUDRE LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS

J

■%

La réunion du conseil, dans le Salon de l’Horloge, au Quai d’Orsay. 
Au centre (la tête appuyée sur la main) M. Aristide Briand, qui a 

présidé la séance solennelle inauguralePrada; le ministre d’Irlande, M. Les- i ter, et le ministre du Panama, M. | Garai. :Le général Dawes, confiné dans le | rôle d’observateur, e«t- en marge, de |

DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By iïliHw O- NARS, Date /3-/Î-7S

Enclosure No. 8 to Despatch No. 1987 
of November 20, 1931.

From the Embassy at Paris.

Pour la seconde fols, le conseil de la Société des nations siège à Paris. Pour ]a seconde fois, le grand salon 
de l’Horloge du Quai d’Orsay, encore tout rempli de l’écho d; -’’s- cours par lequel le président Wilson lançait l’idée de la ligue de la paix, 
va pouvoir constater toute la différence qu’il y a entre de généreuses aspirations qui se flattent d’ignorer les faiblesses humaines et les réalisations aux prises avec l’entrainement des passions et les dures nécessités de la politique. Pour la seconde fois, le salon qui a abrité la préparation de la paix va être témoin d’efforts tentés pour empêcher la reprise de la guerre.Ce n’est certes pas enregistrer un progrès que d’être obligé de constater que la seconde épreuve est infiniment plus grave que la premièife. En 1923, quand le conseil de la Société des nations s’est réuni à Par|s, déjà sous la présidence de M. Aristide Briand, pour s’occuper du conflit gréco-bulgare, les fusils et l£s mitrailleuses, qui avaient à peine i murmuré quelques balbutiements, s’étaient tus aussitôt à l’appel âu ministre des affaires étrangères français. Cette fois, le canon lui-même s’est mis de la partie, et il n’a (pas cessé de tonner depuis déux (mois. Si les hostilités qui n’ont |pu etre arrêtées en Mandchourie n’dnt, 1 aucun degré, le caractère d’pne sperre dans le sens du droit international, il n’en est pas moins vrai qùe deux interventions du conseil de ’a Société des nations oùt été totalement impuissantes à contenir l’opposition entre des passions désordonnées et une force d’ordre obligée d? faire respecter ses^droits.Bien plus, jamais la tension n’a été si grande qu’au moment où le rideau s’est levé hier, à 16 heures, sur le troisième acte du drame.Le décor est changé. Nous ne sommes plus à Genève, dans la grande verrière de l’hôtel National, qui, même dans les jours les plus sombres, garde le reflet du lac tout proche. Le cadre du salon de l’Horloge est plus sévère, avec sa décoration rou- । ge et or du Second Empire, dont le i temps a atténué les rutilances. ICe n’est pas seulement le décor qui I accuse le changement. L’atmosphère I aussi est bien différente. Celle de I Paris est beaucoup plus imprégnée I 

de tradition que celle de Genève. Ce I n’est pas un mal, puisque la preu- I ve est faite surabondamment qu’il y I 
a dans l’affaire sino-japonaise trop I de survivances du passé pour qu’on I puisse se flatter de guérir le mal rien que par l’application des trai-I tements modernes. ILa grande table en fer à cheval I ^autour de laquelle siège le conseil! 

même que le secrétaire général de la Société des nations, sir Eric Drummcnd. Mafs~"le ministère des affaires étrangères a loué trois câbles pour être relié directement aux Etats-Unis et pouvoir échanger avec Washington des communications en quelques secondes. C’est dire l’importance que l’on attache à la participation américaine.Là aussi, d’ailleurs, il y a un changement. Quand les—Etats-Unis ont été invités à Genève au mois d’octobre, certains se Battaient peut- être de trouver dans leur intervention un élémerFWe'“Trrçssion sur le Japon. Tout au contraire, les Américains ont fait preuve du plus grand sens politique. Il leur est assez difficile, au surplus, d’oublier le précédent du Nicaragua.'
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POUR RESOUDRE LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS

Le Conseil de la Société des Nations 

s’est réuni au Quai d’Orsay

La réunion du conseil, dans le Salon de l’Horloge, au Quai d’Orsay.
Au centre (la tête appuyée sur la main) M. Aristide Briand, qui a ' 

présidé la séance solennelle inaugurale jPour la seconde fois, le conseil de la Société des nations siège à Paris. Pour la seconde fois, le grand salon dp l’Uzvèîru»*  ïSi*,autour de laquelle siège le conseil
Prada; le ministre d’Irlande, M. Lester, et le ministre du Panama, M. Garai.Le général Dawes, confiné dans le » d’observateur^en marge, de même que le secrétaire général de la Société destinations, sir Eric Drfcmmcnd. Mais'*  le ministère des affaires étrangères a loué trois câbles pour être relié directement aux États-Unis et pouvoir échanger avec Washington des communications en quelques secondes. C’est dire l’im- portance que l’on attache à la participation américaine.

, La aussi, d’ailleurs, il y a un chan- teiïfent. Qua»d--4es~“Etats-Unis ont| té invités à Genève au mois d’oc-1 certains se ^flattaient peut- 
être de trouver dans leur intervention un élémenWtü‘~pression sur le J0on. Tout au contraire, les Américains ont fait preuve du plus grand sens politique. U leur est assez difficile, au surplus, d’oublier le pré- $$»ent du Nicaragua.

Les deux nouveaux délégués .m. von । 
Bulow (à gauche) et Sir John Simon.ne se trouve pas sous l’horloge,1 comme dans les conférences de la paix ; elle a été placée à l’autre extrémité du salon pour permettre aux délégués de communiquer directement avec le salon des Ambassadeurs, la rotonde et le cabinet du ministre. Dans le prétoire, s’alignent, d’une part, le corps diplomatique, de l’autre, la presse. Le public se trouve dans la galerie de l’Horloge.M. Aristide Briand préside. A sa droite, se tiennent M. Scialoja, représentant ritàlie; M. de Bülow qui, pour le début au moins du conseil, représente l’Allemagne ,à la place 
dé M. von Mutius ; le ministre des affaires étrângères espagnol, M. Ler- ïuux ; le délégué permanent de la Yougoslavie à la Société des nations, 
M. Fôtitch ; le ministre des affairesM étrangères de Norvège, M. Colban ; , ■ le ministre du Guatemala, M. Matos; ■ M enfin, le délégué de la Chine, le doc- ■ ■ teur Sze. HA gauche de M. Briand, s’alignent ■ Mie dhef du Foreign Office, sir John ■Simon ; l’ambassadeur du Japon, H 
M. Yoshizawa ; le ministre des affai- ■ res étrangères polonais, M. Zaleski ; H

■M le délégué du Pérou, M, Gonzales te
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La première séance publique du conseil de la Société des nations n’a duré qu’une demi-heure ; elle a eu un caractère de pure forme. Elle a été remplie tout entière par le discours d’introduction de M. Briand.Le ministre des affaires étrangères français a dû faire un très réel effort physique pour surmonter une toux persistante ; son allocution a ' pris, dé ce fait, un tour particulièrement émouvant.M. Briand a commencé par ! souhaiter la bienvenue à ceux de < ses collègues qui participent pour la première fois aux délibérations du nseil, sir John Simon et M. von low.Puis il a tracé un tableau très sommaire de la situation, rappelant l’état de droit et l’état de fait. Au point de vue juridique, le conseil se retrouve devant la résolution du 30 octobre qui, seule, a une valeur légale, puisque le veto du Japon a laissé la résolution du 24 octobre à l’état de projet. On peut considérer seulement que l’adhésion donnée à ce projet par treize délégués lui confère un caractère de valeur morale. Il n’est pas inutile de rappeler d’ailleurs que ce projet, en dehors de la détermination d’une date précise pour l’évacuation, confirme les principes de la résolution du 30 octobre, en vertu de laquelle le Japon s’engage à retirer ses troupes dès qu’il aura obtenu les garanties nécessaires pour la sécurité de ses nationaux et la protection de leurs biens et des garanties également pour la stricte observation des traités.Après avoir rappelé que le Japon, dans ses déclarations réitérées, s’est montré, au moins pendant la session d’octobre, fermement décidé à tenir ses engagements, M. Briand constate que dès la fin de la session d’octobre il a reçu une lettre du Dr. Sze. Dans cette lettre, le représentant de la Chine déclarait que son gouvernement était résolu à se conformer strictement aux engagements contractés par les membres de la Société des nations, notamment à l’article 13 de la charte, en vertu de laquelle on peut avoir recours à l’arbitrage pour interpréter les traités litigieux.En même temps, une lettre du Japon a précisé le désir du gouvernement japonais d’obterùr l’adhésion de la Chine aux cinq points fondamentaux qui règlent le respect strict f des traités existants.M. Briand a rappelé ensuite la qu>il ne doutait pas.que, si l’on était lettre qu il a adressée, le 29 octobre, appe]é à remettre en cause le pactedu Pacifique*et  Je pacte de Paris, les moire chinois et lui faire observer Etats-Unis ne fussent amenés à par- qu a son avis ce mémoire donne une tii j directement aux Insatisfaction, au moins relative, au ç \ n cinquième des points fondamentaux] vaux QU COI^U1- , 4 tjaponais, le seul qui conserve un ca-i H es^ a noter que le représentant ractère litigieux, c’est-à-dire celui du Japon n est pas intervenu au qui mentionne le respect des droits cours de la seance pnvee. Le repre- concédés au Japon par les traités en sentant de la Chine, lui, na pro- Mandchourie. nonce que quelques paroles, pourTA 7 nnvpmbre 1a Tannn a fait rp- déclarer qu’il s’en remettait à J’ac- marauer ou? son avis ki rénonse de,tivlté du conseil et du’il espérait que ? Chine estHoind?t?e satisfaisante® celui-ci saurait donner une issue fa- Elle^Xe entendraen îfflt oue la arable à un conflit grave’ qui ^u- Ch"aîtntd^ à6 ported met la Chine à une très pénible vânt l’arbitrage, non seulement l’in- cPreuve- /terprétation, mais la validité des M. Briand a proposé a ses colle- traités. C’est là évidemment que se gués de lever la seance pour permet- trouve le noeud même du problème, tre des conversations particulières. Le Japon, pas plus qu’aucune autre Les plus Importantes de ces conversations auront lieu, naturellement.

puissance, ne peut, en effet, admettre que l’on soumette à l’arbitrage la validité même d’un traité. En l’espèce il s’agit du traité de 1915 qui a été ratifié officiellement par la Chine.M. Briand a passé ensuite à un examen de la situation de fait. Il s’est borné à signaler la persistance des troubles. Puis il a rappelé les nombreuses démarches qu’il avait faites pour donner aux deux parties des appels de sagesse et pour leur demander des renseignements. Il veut retenir surtout l’empressement avec lequel la Chine comme le Japon ont répondu d’abord à ses appels. C’est la preuve que les deux parties se trouvent entièrement d’accord avec le conseil pour collabo-1 rer à un règlement pacifique du conflit.M. Briand conclut en exprimant l’espoir que le conseil saura régler l’affaire dans un esprit d’objectivité et d’impartialité, en se dégageant des jugements hâtifs et des commentaires tendancieux.Après quelques paroles de remerciement de sir John Simon et de M. von Bülow, M. Briand propose au conseil de se réunir en séance privée pour examiner la situation de plus près et rechercher notamment la meilleure procédure à suivre.Ainsi en a-t-il été fait.La séance privée a commencé à 18 heures 30.
La séance privée iLa séance privée a été, elle aussi, extrêmement brève ; elle n’a pas duré plus d’une demi-heure.Au cours de cette séance privée, M. Briand a fait l’exposé de la situation, tel qu’il l’avait développé déjà en séance publique, mais il a fourni quelques précisions et il a insisté de nouveau sur ce point qu’à son avis le litige réside dans le cinquième des points fondamentaux du Japon, c’est-à-dire dans la nécessité d’assurer le respect des traités. Il n’a pas dissimulé la difficulté d’arriver à un accord, étant donné les divergences de vues des deux parties, mais il a exprimé l’espoir que, grâce à des échanges de vues amicaux et avec l’appui de tous ses collègues, il parviendrait à trouver une solution.Dans son allocution, Ae président du conseil de la S. D. N. a fait allusion à une participation directe des Etats-Unis, en rappelant ce qu’il avait dit déjà à Genève, à savoir

entre le président du conseil et les représentants des deux parties in-1 téressées, M. Yoshizawa et le docteur Sze.
M. Briand reçoit. M. Yoshizawa 

et le docteur SzeM. Briand les a reçus tous les deux, hier soir, le Japonais d’abord, le Chinois ensuite. Les deux entretiens ont été consacrés à l’examen du terrain des rapprochements possibles. Il y a deux grosses difficultés à surmonter l’une, du côté des. parties, c’est la nécessité de donner au Japon les garanties de respect des traités; l’autre, du côté de la S.D.N., qui ne peut laisser créer le précédent d’une pression militaire. |Officiellement, la prochaine séance est fixée à la fin de la matinée, mais on pense qu’elle sera remise pour permettre le développement des conversations. — S.-B.

nonce que quelques paroles, pour déclarer qu’il s’en remettait à J’ac- ,1 tivlté du conseil et qu’il espérait que
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Le tpçeil de la S. D. N. 
déiibèrt w la troisième fois 

sur le\ lonflit sino-japonais
sous la présidence de M. BriandDonc, hie? après-midi, à 16 heures, le conseli de la S. D. N., réuni au Quai-d’Ors.y en session extraordinaire, sous la présidence de M. Briand, a rapts, pour la troisième fois, le difficil et laborieux examen du conflitpno-japonais.A la porte du salon de l’Horloge, où se pressent, y quelques instants avant l’ouvertur^ de la séance publique, deux cenfc journalistes, appartenant à toutis les nationalités, une carte est fixée : c’est celle de j la Mandchourie, naturellement ; on y peut suivre le développement des récents combats le long de la Non- ni, la marche ea avant vers Tsitsikar des bandés du général Ma Chan Shan.Il n’y a rien de tel que de voir de près, si l’on ose dire, le théâtre des opérations, pour se faire une conception plus adéquate de la situation.Car, tout à l’heure, dans la salle aux boiseries dorées, au lustres illuminés, la discussion, fatalement, ne laissera apparaître que le côté académique du problème.Vient à passer le docteur Sze, délégué de Nankin, qui tient en main les feuillets de son premier discours. Mais on nous assure que les membres du conseil insistent successivement auprès de lui pour que son « speech » ne sorte pas encore du domaine confidentiel., MaintenanUJes.-représentants dçs paissances prehïiènt placé à la table des délibérations.Voici M. de Bülow (Allemagne), Sir John Simon (Angleterre), MM. Lerroux (Espagne), Zaleski (Pologne), etc.QuajjLail-général Dawes, 1’ « observateur » ^américain, inutile de te chercher du regard, il n’est pas là.Fidèle aux recommandations de M. Stimson, le général Dawes res-1 tera dans les coulissés, pendant les > séances publiques, —à^moins que, d’une façon ou d’une autre, le pacte Kellogg contre la guerre n’y soit mis en cause.Trois coups de maillet ; éclairs de magnésium ; M. Briand parle : |Après avoir souhaité la bienvenue i aux « nouveaux », M. de Bülow et | Sir John Simon, le président fait le point des pourparlers.Il rappelle, d’abord, le sens gé-. néral des « résolutions » votées à Genève, le 30 septembre et le 24 octobre derniers ; il s’attache, ensuite, à démontrer, une fois de plus, que quatre des cinq conditions fondamentales posées par le Japon à l’évacuation du territoire chinois se trouvent déjà dans le texte adopté,

il y a trois semaines, par le conseil.Reste la cinquième condition, qui a trait au respect par la Chine des obligations des traités. « A ce sujet, ajoute M. Briand, j’ai reçu du docteur Sze une lettre dans laquelle la Chine offre de régler les diffé-rends juridiques avec le Japon par la voie de décision arbitrale ou judiciaire ».Abordant la situation de fait en ; Mandchourie, M. Briand déclare : !” « A plusieurs reprises, j’ai dû demander aux parties des renseignements ou leur rappeler les principes contenus dans la résolution du 30 septembre. Je dois reconnaître que les précisions demandées m’ont été fournies. Je vois dans ce fait la preuve que le Japon et la Chine désirent collaborer loyalement à la solution du litige dont chacun des membres du conseil ne se dissimule ni la gravité, ni le caractère 'particulier.»Sur la proposition de son président, le conseil décide alors de tenir immédiatement une séance privée.A peine les portes se sont-elles refermées sur le « public » qui vient de se retirer, que le docteur Sze intervient.— Au nom de mon gouvernement et de mon opinion publique, je prie le conseil, dit-il, d’agir rapidement.M. Briand lui donne acte de cetterequête, puis il interroge ses collègues en ce qui concerne la procédure.. la méthode de travail à suivre. Il est finalement entendu que le président, aussitôt après la réu- n-.cn. verra, tour à tour, M. Yoshizawa et le docteur Sze et que, ce : matin, au cours d’un débat privé, il rendra compte de ses conversations. |Débarrassé des contingences de la journée, l’état actuel des négo- ciations peut se résumer ainsi : Quoi qu’il arrive, le conseil dans son action, ne franchira jamais les limites que lui trace sa résolution du 24 octobre. En d’autres termes, le conseil, sur la pression de l’Amérique et l’Angleterre ne s'enfoncera pas olus avant dans le maquis de la ntocédure. Evoqué sous le couvert de l’article 11 'du pacte, le conflit sino-japonais continuera d’être discuté sur le terrain de 1 article 11. Donc, pas de recours possible à l’article 15, à l’article 16, aux sanctions économiques, par conséquent.Ceci posé, le conseil va s’efforcer de provoquer le « départ » de pourparlers directs entre la Chine et le Japon sur les questions de fond (validité des traités, etc.). Ces entretiens auront, ou plutôt auraient, lieu ultérieurement à Genève. D’autre part, dès que ces conversations, dont le cadré reste, d’ailleurs, à établir, feraient réellement amorcées, le Japon, sans qu’un délai précis lui soit imparti, serait invité à retirer progressivement ses troupes de Mandchourie et à les ramener ab^si dans sa zone. Bref, telle est pour le moment, la voie dans laquelle M. Briand et ses collègues désirent s’engager.
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LrE COINFLIl »1[>O-JAPONA1S

LE DOISEIL OELÎTsÔBiÊTË DES HBTIOIS 
s’est réuni nier au Quai O’Orsay 

sous la urésidence de N. flristide Briand - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -
Des “ conversations ” auront lien ce matin 

et nne séance publique se tiendra cet après-midi

Nous avons reçu de M. Sakamoto, 
« docteur en droit, représentant du 
chemin de fer sud-mandchourien », 
une brochure où il défend, en un 
style fort élégant, la cause japonaise. 
En intervenant même sur des points 
du réseau ferré mandchou dont il 
n’a ni le contrôle ni la garde, le 
Japon ne fait que veiller, dans l’in
térêt de ses ressortissants, des étran
gers, et des Chinois eux-mêmes, à 
la régularité du trafic. Et pour le 
reste, il ne demande que le respect 
des traités.

Je voudrais simplement faire ob
server que si une grève générale écla
tait sur les chemins de fer allemands, 
ou autrichiens, ou espagnols, dont la 
bonne marche intéresse tout le trafic 
européen, nous n’interviendrions pas 
militairement, sous prétexte que 
l’Allemagne, l’Autriche ou l’Espa
gne ne seraient pas en mesure de 
faire rouler leurs trains.

— Mais le cas n’est pas lé même : 
la Mandchourie du Sud est une sorte 
de « protectorat » japonais. \

Ah bon ! Alorsi il faut le dirè...
Quant âü respect des. traités, quand 

M. Raymond Poincaré a èSsàyéJde 
l’obtenir par l’expédition militaire 
de la Ruhr, nous avons critiqué, fici, 
cette méthode. On n’attend pa| de 
nous, j’imagine, que nous approu
vions, s’il s’agit du Japon, ce; que 
nous blâmions quand notre propre 
vjjays était en cause. —

0
Réuni hier après-midi, le Conseil 

de la Société des Nations, après une 
courte séance publique, s’est consti
tué en comité privé. Un communiqué 
nous a appris que, sur la proposition 
de M. Aristide Briand, la matinée 
d’aujourd’hui serait consacrée à des 
a conversations ».

— C’est la même méthode qu’à 
Genève, le mois dernier.

— La même.
— Oui. Alors, la Société des Na

tions n’est plus qu’une « parlote », 
où l’on parle d’ailleurs beaucoup 
plus dans les coulisses que sur la 
scène.

— Je sais qu’il est de bon ton 
de se gausser, en ce moment, de la 
Société des Nations et de ses efforts, 
et de se réjouir de la tablature que 
lui donne l’affaire sino-japonaise. 
Mais voulez-vous noter que cette af
faire est la plus compliquée et la 
plus délicate peut-être de toutes 
celles qui pouvaient lui être sou
mises : un théâtre très lointain, des 
informations divergentes et difficiles 
à contrôler, un pays organisé en face 
d’un pays anarchique (mais enfin, 
on a admis celui-ci à la Société des 
Nations, et on ne 1 a pas trouvé1 
trop anarchique, en temps utile, pour 
signer avec lui des traités dont 
qn demande aujourd’hui l’applica
tion...). Bref, le pire imbroglio. Or 
on ne saurait nier que la Société des 
Nations, en intervenantr a évité l’ag
gravation et, sans doute, l’extension 
du conflit. Et quant à l’imbroglio, 
M. Aristide Briand, après des se
maines d’efforts, a pu montrer, dans 
son discours d’hier, comment on 
1 avait démêlé, et à quels nœuds déjà 
plus simples on l’avait réduit.

N’est-ce pas un résultat ?
। Il n est pas pleinement satisfai
sant ? Il se peut qu’on se heurte à 
des difficultés nouvelles, à d’irréduc-' 
tibles mauvaises volontés. D’où l’on 
conclura — d’où l’on conclut déjà — 
que la Société des Nations est peut- 
être capable de « dire le droit », 
mais sans 1 être de le faire appliquer, 
et que cela suffit à la condamner.

Etrange ' conclusion ! Cela ne 
prouve-t-il pas simplement qu’il faut! 
la fortifier? |

Et quand de bons esprits comme 
M. J. Hadamard songent à la cons
titution d’un corps de police interna
tional pour maintenir, en Mandchou
rie, l’ordre « légal », ce « corps de 
police » n’est-il pas la préfiguration 
de cette force permanente que, selon 
la doctrine de Léon Bourgeois, d’au
cuns, comme M. Jean Hennessy, 
voudraient voir mise à la disposition 
de la Société des Nations ?

Ça fait « rigoler » Emile Buré.
Mais ça, ça pe prouve rien. I 

Jean Plot, I
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LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS

Le Conseil de la S. D. N. doit pouvoir 
délibérer en toute objectivitéJusqu’ici, il faut l’avouer, le Conseil de la S DK, bien qu’il en soit à son troisième examen de l’affaire, n’a pas obtenu beaucoup de résultats pour la solution du conflit sino- japonais. Aujourd’hui même, après une soirée et une matinée de conversations, l’impression est assez fâcheuse : on ne semble pas encore avoir réussi à amener Chinois et Japonais à des négociations directes.

A vrai dire, on ne voit pas comment on pourrait trop s’en étonner. Généralement, quand un différend est soumis à un tribunal, on laisse les juges connaître des événements et prononcer leur sentence en toute impartialité. Il faut croire que c’est 
là un privilège imparti seulement aux cours civiles. Depuis la naissance du conflit mandchou, en effet,. on assiste à de curieux phénomènes de pression, non point électorale, mais judiciaire. Ici, nous ne sommes ni pour ni contre le Japon, ni pour ni contre la Chine. Il nous est d’autant plus facile de nous montrer quelque peu surpris des campagnes entreprises systématiquement ptfür démontrer l’innocence et le bien-fondé des réclamations japonaises.— C’est de la Chine, ce pelé, ce galeux, que nous vient tout 1e mal. Haro, donc, sur la Chine !Voilà le refrain à la mode t

'V'WNous ne pensons pas que la Chine ait, au contraire, fatalement raison; 
mais ces essais tendancieux d’orien

tation de l’opinion, tandis que le Conseil délibère, nous semblent parfaitement déplacés.t Que M. Yoshisawa plaide son dossier, voilà qui est bien- Que le Dr Sze s plaide 1e sien, c’est parfait. Mais ; qu’on laisse agir la S.D.N. en toute î objectivité.i Autrement — et il n’est pas dit ! d’ailleurs que ce ne soit pas le but 'poursuivi — c’est sur.la S.D.N. elle- jmême que retomberait la responsabilité de ces manœuvres. Déjà, le silence russe, le revirement américain, qui paraissent encourager te Japon, sont pleins de mystère. H ne faut pas que ce mystère s’étende ■à l’attitude des puissances à llnté- ' rieur de la S.D.N. H ne faut pas qu’elles aient l’air de s’y livrer à dès marchandages, à des maquignonnages indignes d’un aréopage comme celui de Genève. Le Conseil n’apparaîtrait plus alors que comme unei façade destinée à abriter des corn-1 binaîsons plus ou moins intéressées. Ce serait la mort de la S.D.N. •C’est là évidemment une question de pure moralité. Mais n’est-ce pas précisément le rôle de la S. D. N. d’apporter des principes plus élevés et dés méthodes plus justes dans tes relations internationales ?A vouloir influencer tes membres du Conseil on fait une mauvaise besogne, une double mauvaise besogne : on diminue l’autorité de la S.D.N., et on sert mal son pays.
Gabriel Perreux.
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POUR RESOUDRE LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS
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Le conseil de la S. D. N. 
s’est réuni au Quai d’Orsay
M. Aristide Briand, président en exercice, a fait, en i 
séance publique, un exposé de la situation, puis le conseil 
a tenu une brève séance privée. De nombreux entretiens 
particuliers ont eu lieu hier et se poursuivront aujourd’hui

Au centre : M. Briand ; à gauche : M. von Bülow ; à droite : sir Eric Drummond 
et sir John SimonLe conseil de la S. D. N. a tenu- hier après-midi sa première séance. Ce fut, comme on le verra plus loin, et conformément aux habitudes de Genève, une séance de pure forme, destinée à permettre à ses membres de prendre officiellement contact et au président, en l’espèce M. Aristide Briand, de les mettre au courant de l’état actuel du différend sino-japonais, à la solution duquel ils sont appelés à collaborer.La prise de contact collective était d’autant plus nécessaire que deux délégués, deux ministres des Affaires étrangères — celui de Grande-Bretagne, sir John Simon, et celui du Reich, M. Ton Bülow — siégeaient pour la première fois à la table du conseil. Quant à l’exposé de M. Briand, il ne l’était pas moins, puisque, depuis la dernière session, c’est-à-dire depuis le 24 octobre, il a été amené, en sa qualité de président en exercice, à prendre une série d’initiatives dont il devait compte à ses collègues.En dehors de cela, on ne pouvait rien attendre, ni de la séance publique, qui d’ailleurs a été fort courte, ni même de la réunion privée qui l’a suivie et qui fut elle-même très brève, puisque, à 17 h. 15, ceux qui y avaient pris part s’étaient déjà séparés.Les résultats concrets, s’il doit y en avoir — et tout le monde l’espère sincèrement— viendront plus tard, lorsqu’ils auront été mûrement préparés, au cours de * nombreux et discrets échanges de vues. AiupûiaL.ôù en sont les choses, contrairement à «la thèse soutenue à la séancé'y^fîvée par M. Sze, le délégué de là Chiné, les discussions au grand jour ne pourraient que compromettre l'accord escompté.D’ores et déjà, deux constatations encourageantes s’imposent. Et. d'abord, le déplacement que n’ont pas hésité à effectuer sir John Simon, le général Dawes, venu participer aux consultations au nom des Etats-Unis; M. Zaleski; M. Lerroux; le représentant de la Petite Entente, M. Fotitch; M. Scialoja, et, enfin, M. von Bülow, pour ne citer que ces quelques noms, prouve, non seulement l’importance qu’on attache partout à une entente entre lé Japon et la Chine, mais le vif désir qu’on a de travailler à sa réalisation. D’autre part — et c’est là le second point intéressant — l’exposé de M. Briand montre combien ont été heureuses les initiatives prises par le ministre des Affaires étrangères français et combien elles ont contribué à restreindre les divergences entre les deux parties en cause.En fait, comme il l’a simplement indiqué en séance publique, mais comme il l’a plus fortement souligné en séance privée, ces divergences ne portent plus que sur le cinquième point fondamental formulé par le Japon, à savoir < le respect des droits concédés au Japon par les traités en Mandchourie >. Or si l’on tient compte de la déclaration faite le 24 octobre par M. Sze sur < la ferme résolution de la Chine d’exécuter loyalement toutes-des—obligations que lui impose le pacte de la S. D. N. » un effort de bonne volonté-, de part et d’autre, devrait permettre de trouver un terrain d'entente.Ce terrain d’entente, on s’évertue, depuis que le champ d'action est ainsi circonscriti à le découvrir. On s’y est employé à,‘ Washington, au cours d’entretiens entre le secrétaire d’Etat et l’ambassadeur du Japon ; à Londres, au coure d’entrevues entre le général Dawes et son collègue japonais, M. Matsfadeira, qui a eu également des conversations avec sir John Simon ; à 

dont on reconnaît-les graves difficultés, en raison de l’anarchie chinoise et de la présence, en Mandchourie, à côté des forces régulières qui n’obéissent que très imparfaitement à Nankin, de soldats débandés qui ont constitué de véritables associations de bandits et imposent au commandement japonais la plus grande prudence dans ses mouvements de repli. Ce n’est, toutefois, que ce soir, après les négociations confidentielles prévues pour la matinée et l’après-midi, qu’on commencera à voir un peu clair.Pour le moment, bien que la délégation japonaise comprenne un nombre inusité de personnalités éminentes : MM. Yoshizawa, ambassadeur à Laris, Matsudeira, ambassadeur à Londres, Yoshida, ambassadeur à Rome et ancien sous-secrétaire d’Etat aux Affaires étrangères, et Arita, ministre à Berne et ancien directeur d’Asie au ministère des Affaires étrangères, c’est toujours à Tokio qu’est le nœud de la question. Or il n’apparaît pas, d’après les dépêches reçues hier, qu’on y ait sensiblement changé d’attitude en ce qui concerne les satisfactions à obtenir de la Chine sur le cinquième point fondamental. Le point d’ailleurs est très épineux et commande, de la part du conseil, la plus grande circonspection. L’idée — mise eu avant par le délégué chinois, M. Sze, et reprise de divers côtés — de soumettre à l’arbitrage la validité de certains traités est particulièrement dangereuse.Elle ëst d’autant plus dangereuse que dans le cas présent le traité au sujet duquel le gouvernement de Nankin ferait volontiers une discrimination et dont Tokio demande au contraire la stricte exécution — celui de 1915 — a été non seulement signé, mais ratifié par la Chine. On voit où pourrait entraîner un pareil précédent et on comprend qu’il y ait au sein du conseil de nombreux membres peu disposés à le créer... On comprend également que si un accord doit intervenir sur des points aussi délicats, ce n’est que par des négociations discrètes, confidentielles même, qu’on l’obtiendra. Qu’on ne s’étonne donc pas que M. Briand se soit abstenu hier soir de fixer la date de la prochaine séance publique et qu’il n’ait même pas de façon formelle indiqué à ses collègues celle de la prochaine séance privée.
Albert JULL1EN.

ses-me-

LES SEANCES DU CONSEIL EC’est devant une assistance particulièrement nombreuse que s’est ouverte Kg à 16 heures, dans les salons du ministère des Affaires étrangères spécialement aménagés à cet effet, la 65” sion du conseil de la S. D. N.En vue de cette affluence des sures spéciales avaient été prises : installation de cabines téléphoniques permettant de communiquer directement non seulement avec Paris, mais avec les grandes capitales étrangères ; installation également de fils télégraphiques spéciaux reliant directement au Quai d’Orsay les grandes compagnies de câbles franco-américaines, la présence à Paris du général Dawes et sa participation, sinon aux négociations confidentielles engagées dans la coulisse, intéressant au plus haut point les journaux d’outre-Atlantique.M. Aristide Briand, qui présidait, était encadré d’une part du secrétaire général de la S; D. N., sir Eric Drummond, et, de l’autre, du représentant de l’Italie, M. Scialoja, qui remplace M. Grandi, actuellement en Amérique
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POUR RESOUDRE LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS ............. .

Le conseil de la S. D. N.i 
s’est réuni au Quai d’Orsay
M. Aristide Briand, président en exercice, a fait, en 
séance publique, un exposé de la situation, puis le conseil 
a tenu une brève séance privée. De nombreux entretiens 
particuliers ont eu lieu hier et se poursuivront aujourd’hui

Au centre ; M. Briand î à gauche : M. von Bülow ; à droite ; elr Eric Drummond 
et sir John Simon

Le conseil de la S. D. N. a tenu hier 
après-midi sa première séance. Ce fut, 
comme on le verra plus loin, et con
formément aux habitudes de Genève, 
une séance de pure forme, destinée à 
permettre à ses membres de prendre 
officiellement contact et au président,

■ viv v-c zxiiaiico bv.~:_>gc.eS •

çais et combien elles ont contribué à 
restreindre les divergences entre les 
deux parties en cause.

En fait, comme il l’a simplement in
diqué en séance publique, mais comme 
il l’a plus fortement souligné en séance 
privée, ces divergences ne portent plus 
que sur le cinquième point fondamen
tal formulé par le Japon, à savoir < le 
respect des droits concédés au Japon 
par les traités en Mandchourie ». Or 
si l’on tient compte de la déclaration 
faite le 24 octobre par M. Sze sur « la 
ferme résolution de la Chine d’exécuter 
loyalement toutes .les- ohligations que 
lui impose le pacte de la S. D. N. » un 
effort de bonne volonté*  de part et 
d’autre, devrait permettre de trouver 
un terrain d’entente.

Ce terrain d’entente, on s’évertue, 
depuis que le champ d’action est ainsi 
circonscrit*  à le découvrir. On s’y est 
employé à Washington, au cours d’en
tretiens entre le secrétaire d’Etat et 
l’ambassadeur du Japon ; à Londres, 
au cour» d’entrevues entre le général 
Dawes et son collègue japonais, 
M. Matsudeira, qui a eu également des 
conversations avec sir John Simon ; à 
Paris, enfin et surtout, où M. Briand 
est intervenu à maintes reprises au
près des deux, partenaires.

Nous avons signalé vendredi dans1 
quelle direction on s’orientait : double■ 
négociation parallèle et simultanée, 
l’une en Mandchourie, entre les auto
rités locales japonaises et chinoises, 
touchant le retrait des troupes nippo- 
nes vers la zone du chemin de fer et 
les mesures de sécurité à prendre par 
les Chinois pour protéger les biens et 
les sujets japonais, dans le territoire 
ainsi abandonné, tout cela sous le con
trôle des observateurs militaires étran
gers dont plusieurs sont déjà sur 
place, l’autre en Europe, loin de toute 
pression et 
la question 
le fameux 
effet, dans 
travaille a 
depuis quarante-huit heures, à 
où les entrevues se sont succédé 
M. Briand et le général Dawes, 
ce dernier et M. Matsudeira, 
sir John Simon et son collègue 
çais, entre le chef du Foreign Office 
et M. Matsudeira, sans parler des 
entretiens que sir Eric Drummond et 
M. Avenol — qui ont déjeuné hier au 
Qùai d’Orsay — ont eus, de leur côté, 
avec les délégations américaine, bri
tannique et japonaise...

Dire qu’on a fait de grands progrès 
serait exagûié. Néanmoins, l’impres
sion qui se dégage de toutes ces con
versations, -c^estr -un désir très net 
d’aboutir à un acçord qui,

portant exclusivement sur 
des traités, c’est-à-dire sur 
cinquième point. C’est, en 
ce sens général qu'on a 

Washington, a Londres et, 
Paris 
entre 
entre 
entre 
fran-

t__ tout en
tenant compte dé ïa situation spéciale 
de la Chine, donne dans la plus large 
mesure possible satisfaction au Japon

dont on reconnaît-les graves difficul
tés, en raison de l’anarchie chinoise 
et de la présence, en Mandchourie, à 
côté des forces régulières qui n’ooéis- 
sent que très imparfaitement à Nan
kin, de soldats débandés qui ont cons
titué de- véritables associations de 

iwnnoant’ <ui commande-

LES SEANCES DU CONSEIL
C’est devant une assistance particu

lièrement nombreuse que s’est ouverte 
à 16 heures, dans les salons du minis
tère des Affaires étrangères spéciale
ment aménagés à cet effet, la 65e ses- 
sion du conseil de la S. D. N.

En vue de cette affluence des me
sures spéciales avaient été prises : ins
tallation de cabines téléphoniques per
mettant de communiquer directement 
non seulement avec Paris, mais avec 
les grandes capitales étrangères ; ins
tallation également de fils télégraphi
ques spéciaux reliant directement au 
Quai d’Orsay les grandes compagnies 
de câbles franco-américaines, la pré
sence à Paris du général Dawes et sa 
participation, sinon aux négociations 
confidentielles engagées dans la cou
lisse, intéressant au plus haut point 
les journaux d’outre-Atlantique.

M. Aristide Briand, qui présidait, 
était encadré d’une part du secrétaire 
général de la S. D. N., sir Eric Drum
mond, et, de l’autre, du représentant 
de l’Italie, M. Scialoja, qui remplace 
M. Grandi, actuellement en Amérique
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A gauche, à côté de sir Eric Drum
mond, siégeaient, dans l’ordre, sir 
John Simon, ministre des Affaires 
étrangères de Grande - Bretagne ; 
M. Yoshizawa, le porte-parole du gou
vernement de Tokio, ambassadeur â 
Paris ; M. Zaleski, ministre des Affai
res étrangères de Pologne ; le délégué 
du Pérou, M. Prada ; celui de l’Etat 
libre d’Irlande, M. Lester, et enfin celui 
du Panama, M. Garay.
A droite, près de M. Scialoja étaient 

successivement assis, le représentant 
de l’Allemagne, M. von Bülow ; celui 
de l’Espagne, M.Lerroux ; le ministre 
adjoint des Affaires étrangères de 
Yougoslavie, M. Fotitch ; le représen
tant de la Norvège. M. Colban, celui 
du Guatémala, M. Matos, et enfin le 
porte-parole de la Chine, M. Sze.
En sa qualité de président en exer

cice du conseil, notre ministre des 
Affaires étrangères — qui, dans cette 
même salle du Quai d’Orsay, réussit 
jadis à arrêter les hostilités gréco- 
bulgares et à provoquer un règlement 
amiable entre Athènes et Sofia, — 
exposa avec son éloquence et son tact 
coutumiers l’état actuel du conflit 
sino-japonais.

L’exposé de M. Briand
M. Briand remercia d’abord les 

membres du conseil qui ont bien voulu 
accepter que le conseil se réunît à 
Paris. Il salua ceux des membres du 
conseil qui siègent pour la première 
fois à la table du conseil : sir John 
Simon et M. von Bülow. Il rappela 
ensuite que le conseil s’est assemblé 
en vertu de la décision du 24 octobre. 
Dans sa réunion d’octobre, le conseil 
n’avait pas réussi à obtenir l’adhésion 
des deux parties à la résolution qu’il 
avait préparée, mais il s’était séparé 
sür un vote qui garde une haute por
tée morale. Par ce vote se confirmaient 
les principes affirmés dans la réso
lution du 30 septembre et si le repré
sentant du Japon ne crut pas pouvoir 
accepter la résolution du 24 octobre, 
ses déclarations très nettes montrè
rent que son gouvernement était fer
mement décidé à se conformer aux 
engagements pris par la résolution de 
septembre. D’autre part, après la réu
nion du conseil, le président a reçu de 
M. Sze une lettre proclamant que la 
Chine entendait respecter toutes les 
obligations des traités et qu’elle était 
décidée à remplir toutes les obliga
tions que lui impose le pacte. La Chine 
offrait de régler tous ses différends 
avec le Japon par voie de décision 
arbitrale ou judiciaire, conformément 
â l’article 13. Le 26 octobre, en outre, 
le représentant du Japon, dans une 
déclaration, a exposé les principes 
fondamentaux dont le Japon croyait 
nécessaire l’acceptation par la Chine.

Poursuivant son exposé, M. Briand 
a déclaré :— Ayant examiné avec toute l’attention qu’il méritait le texte des principes fondamentaux japonais tels qu’ils étaient rendus publics, il m’est apparu, d’une part, que les préoccupations que traduisaient les quatre premiers de ces principes trouvaient, dans la plus large mesure, leur expression dans le projet, de résolution soumis au vote du conseil! le 24 octobre et que, d’autre part, en ce qui concerne le cinquième, c’est-à- dire le respect des droits concédés au Japon par traités en Mandchourie,une solution pourrait sans doute être AL Briand ajouta qu'il a des raisons de recherchée dans la voie qu'avait ou- penser qu’il peut compter sur la plus verte la déclaration du Dr Sze. v

Il complète collaboration du général Da- 
I wes avec le conseil.

M. Sze, délégué de la Chine, déclara 
» que depuis deux mois, le peuple chi

nois traversait une très dure épreuve 
et exprima l’esppir que le conseil pour
rait régler le plus tôt possible le pro
blème qui lui est soumis et en tenant 
surtout des séances publiques.
A l’issue du conseil M. Briand s’est 

longuement entretenu avec M. Yoshi

C’est dans ces conditions que, m'autorisant du mandat que le conseil m’avait confié pour l’intervalle de nos réunions, j’ai écrit au représentant du Japon pour lui faire part de mes réflexions et lui rappeler la procédure prévue par le projet de résolution du 24 octobre pour garantir la securité des personnes et des biens préalablement à l’évacuation.Dans sa réponse, en date du 7 novembre. le représentant du Japon m’a informe de ses objections relatives au cinquième des points fondamentaux. Il se demandait si les termes de la communication du représentant de la Chine ' n’autorisaient pas un doute sur l’inter- : prétation du gouvernement chinois quant à la validité de quelques-uns des traités qui constituent la base des relations entre le Japon et la Chine, ce que le gouvernement japonais ne saurait accepter en aucun cas.Tel est le point auquel est arrivé le différend si on le considère du point de vue juridique et dans le développement des textes.
La situation en MandchourieJ’en arrive à la situation de fait en Mandchourie. A cet égard, j’ai eu plusieurs fois aussi à user des pouvoirs que m’avait accordés le conseil, soit pour demander aux deux parties en cause des renseignements, soit pour rappeler les principes contenus dans la résolution du 30 septembre.J’ai tenu, en premier lieu, à obtenir des éléments d’information lorsque le gouvernement chinois m’a signalé, les 3 et 4 de ce mois, qu’une partie des revenus de la gabelle, revenus qui servent de gage à certains emprunts internationaux, aurait été saisie dans certains des territoires occupés.J’ai tenu, en second lieu, dans deux circonstances où les nouvelles reçues pouvaient faire craindre une rencontre entre les forces armées, à rappeler aux gouvernements les obligations qui découlaient pour eux de la résolution du 30 septembre, en leur demandant de vouloir bien donner les ordres nécessaires a leurs commandants d’armées pour qu’il n'y soit pas manqué.Si les événements n’ont pas encore répondu aux espoirs que nous formulions en nous séparant le 24 octobre, je dois, cependant, signaler au conseil que j’ai toujours trouvé les deux parties ! prêtes à me fournir tous les renseignements que je leur ai demandés. Je veux voir dans ce fait un signe de leur désir de collaborer loyalement avec le J conseil au règlement d’un litige dont aucun de nous ne se dissimule la difficulté particulière ni la gravité.
Le conseil — est-il nécessaire de le 

rappeler f — poursuivra la recherche 
d'une solution dans l’esprit d’objecti
vité et d’impartialité dont il ne s’est 
jamais départi, sans souci des juge
ments hâtifs ou des commentaires ten
dancieux, et préoccupé uniquement, se
lon la loi de son pacte, de faire régner 
la paix et la justice dans le respect des 
obligations internationales.

La séance privée
Après quelques mots de remercie

ments de sir John Simon et de M. von 
Bülow, M. Briand proposa au conseil 
de lever la séance publique et de sié
ger en séance privée, ce qui fut fait.
Au cours de celle-ci, les membres 

du conseil s’attachèrent surtout à 
étudier la procédure de leurs délibé
rations ultérieures.
Le président annonça que le général 

Dawes avait été envoyé par le gouver
nement américain à Paris pour pren
dre une part active aux consultations 
relatives à l’affaire de Mandchourie.

zawa, puis avec M. Sze.
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■extract from LE POPULAIRE, November 17

LE CONSEIL DE LA S. D. N. 
S’EST REUNI HIER, A PARIS 
EN SESSION EXTRAORDINAIRE| ——— ------------------------ ;— --------

, Après une séance publique de pure forme et une courte séance 
> privée, le Conseil s’est ajourné à aujourd’hui pour permettrei aux représentants des Etats de se livrer à des « conversations »I ~ -------

Le délégué des Etats-Unis, le général Dawes, se tient 
en contact avec le Conseil, mais n'a pas assisté aux réunions 

■Le Conseil de la S.D.N appelé, une fois de plus, à exam.ner la situation en Mandchourie, s’est réuni hier en session extraordinaire au Quai d’Orsay, sous la présidence de M. Aristide Briand qui n’a pas pu se rendre à Genève en raison du grand débat sur la politique extérieure qui s’engage , aujourd’hui même à ia Chambre française.Avant de s’ajourner, en octobre, au 16 novembre, le Conseil avait voté une longue résolution, demandant au Japon « de commencer immédiatement et de

M. Yoshizawa, ambassadeur japonais 
à Paris, ét M. Matsudcira, ambassa
deur japonais' à Londres (à droite».poursuivre progressivement le retrait dé sés troupes à F intérieur de la zone de chemin de fer, afin que le retrait complet puisse étro effectué avant La prochaine réunion du, Conseil ».Hé,las ! depuis, la ôituatfàh é*ést  singulièrement aggravée en Mandchourie. 

A4 ‘ • d’évacuer les zones, que ses , u.oi;isc jamais dû occuper,u[ ■ç envoyé de nouvelles troupes. ;uœ jreAU./hinois, la résistance passive earjU np urésistance ont cessé : des gé- snb sa.ijnü )nt il serait difficile de dire j 
an iTT^TTTan t dans quelle mesure ils agi-- m d’un gouvernement centra: nent en leur propre nom, or', la défense armée.uns tonnent, tes obus éclatent jBft.s morte, des blessés : c’est"! gt .Æ^-’lne guerre encore limitée mais une guerre quand même.Les appels répétés que M. Aristide Briand, en sa qualité de Président du Conseil de «a S.D.N., a envoyés à To- kio, n’ont été suivis d’aucun acte conforme ' aux: recommandations du Conseil. C’est c'ette situation que le Conseil doit maintenant examiner.Et pendant qu’il se réunit, la sarabande de tous les pécheurs dans i eau 
trouble, de tous les éléments louches, 
de tous les ennemis de la S.D.N., de tous 
les fanatiques de la souveraineté natio
nale, de toutes les plumes achetées par 
le Japon, de tous les serviteurs de Vin-1 
dustrie de guerre bat son plein ! IQuelle occasion pour démontrer l’inef-1 ficacité de la Société des Nations com-1 me instrument de paix, pour saboter les I efforts en faveur du désarmement ! IOn ne peut pas assez souligner que la I plus grande partie de la presse française | s est emparée de cette occasion avec une! frénésie qui trahit un plan soutenu pari des gens intéressés, qui, tous, ne sont I sans doute pas Japonais. Lisez la thèse I digne de Guillaume II de M. Stéphane] Lauzanne, dans le Matin — lisez les | iournaux, dirigés ou inspirés par M. Guimier, de Havas-Publicité — lisez les articles de Pertinax, collaborateur de 
VEcho de Paris, trop heureux de pouvoir en même temps desservir la So- ciété des Nations, qu’il considère comme un danger pour la France, et servir le | Japon qu’il aime. Quel audacieux ce | Briand qui, malgré les conseils de pru-| oence qui lui venaient non seulement des diplomates étrangers, mais aussi des traditionalistes du Quai d’Orsay, malgré la position de grande puissance qu’occupe le Japon, a osé parler au [gouvernement de Tokio un langage de paix, 
f Ne touchez pas alu Japon ! crient ac- 

néral, reprochent à la S.D.N. de ne pas vouloir se prononcer nettement, hautement pour un système, pei mettant de dénoncer, dès le commencement d un conflit, l’agresseur et de fixer les. sanc- j tiens : cependant 1 acte d agression (quelles que soient les explications qu'on puisse donner de ses or gines de la part du Japon; ne peut faire aucun doute.
Un Etat, faisant partie mon seulement 

de la S.D.N. mais de \son ‘ Conseil, s’est 
mis-en flagrante opposition avec les 
engagements qu'il a .signés.a La S.D.Ni se montre impuissante », dit-on. Certes, si le Japon est absolument déc.dé de réinsta.ler à Moukden 1 «ancienne dynastie mandchoue, la S.D. N., telle qu’elle est conçue actuellement, ne pourra pas l'empêcher.Ne disposant que d’un outillage de paix imparfait,, n’ayant jamais défini d’une façon précise - les conditions dans lesquelles un Eltat devrait être dénoncé et traité comme « agresseur », n’ayant , jama's fixé d’une façon définitive remploi des moyens de contrainte à l’égard du pays convaincu de jouer le rôle de 1 agresseur, n ayant jamais stipulé d une façon viaiment claire les obligation» Internationales destinées à assurer l’exécution des sentences arbitra es,: la S.D.N. court, chaque fois qu’elle intervient dans un conflit aigu, le redoutable risque : d’éveiller d’immenses espoirs dans les masses et de voir, si e’.le ne réussit pas, exploité son échec contre l’idée fondamentale même qui lui n donné naissance et que nous devons, nous autres, défendre avec plus do passion clairvoyante*  que jamais.J’ai senti le besoin de faire ces réflexions parce qua je me sens en désaccord avec dés amis qui ne font, se*ou  moi, en pariant de Fact on ou de Finactioir de Genève,-pas suffisamment la distinction entre Ta S.D.N. en tant qn’institntion internationale et les différents Etats souverains qui la composent, entre les responsabilités qui incombent à la S D.N. en tant que S.D.N. et celles qui pèsent sur certains Etats, i certains gouvernements. |

S. GRUMBACH. J
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Extract from LE POPULAIRE, November 17, 1931

LE CONSEIL DE LA S. D. N. 
S’EST REUNI HIER, A PARIS 
EN SESSION EXTRAORDINAIRE

Après une séance publique de pure forme et une courte séance 
privée, le Conseil s’est ajourné à aujourd’hui pour permettre 
aux représentants des Etats de se livrer à des « conversations )>

Le délégué des Etats=ünis, le général Dawes, se tient 
en contact avec le Conseil, mais n’a pas assisté aux réunions 

■ ' O ■Le Conseil de la S.D.N appelé, une fois de plus, à exam ner la situation en Mandchourie, s’est réuni hier en session extraordinaire au Quai d’Orsay, sous la présidence de M. Aristide Briand qui | n’a pas pu se rendre à Genève en raison du grand débat sur la politique ! extérieure qui s’engage , aujourd’hui même à ia Chambre f rançaise.Avant de s’ajourner, en octobre, au 16 novembre, le Conseil avait voté une longue résolution, demandant au Japon « de commencer immédiatement et de

Jf. Yoshizawa, ambassadeur japonais 
à Paris, ét M. Matsudelra, ambassa
deur japonais à Londres (à droite,.poursuivre progressivement le retrait de sés. troupes à Eintérl^àx^dg la zone

4e retrait. ‘ *uj^ecommandations du Conseil.'situation que le Conseil doit ‘maintenait examiner.Et pendant qu’il se réunît, la sarabande d/ tous les pêcheurs dans l eau 
trouble, de tous les éléments louches, 
de tous les ennemis de la S.D.N., de tous I les fanatiques de la souveraineté natio- 

; tiale, de toutes les plumes achetées par 
le Japon, de tous les serviteurs de Vin-
dustrie de guerre bat son plein !Quelle occasion pour démontrer l’inefficacité de la Société des Nations comme instrument de paix, pour saboter les efforts en faveur du désarmement !On ne peut pas assez souligner que la plus grande partie de la presse française s est emparée de cette occasîon avec une frénésie qui trahit un plan soutenu par des gens intéressés, qui, tous, ne sont sans doute pas Japonais. Lisez la thèse digne de Guillaume II de M. Stéphane Lauzanne, dans le Matin — lisez lesiournaux, dirigés ou inspirés par M. Guimier, de Havas-Publicité — lisez les articles de Pertinax, collaborateur de ■ 
VEcho de Paris, trop heureux de pou-11 voir en même temps desservir la So-1 ciété des Nations, qu’il considère comme I un danger pour la France, et servir lel Japon qu’il aime. Quel audacieux ce I i Briand qui, malgré les conseils de pru-I nonce qui lui venaient non seulement I des diplomates étrangers, mais aussi | des traditionalistes du Quai d’Orsay, | malgré la position de grande puissance | qu’occupe le Japon, a osé parler au | gouvernement dt Tokio un langage de | iaix. I
Ne touchez pas au Japon F crient ac-1 
ueUement ics mêmes gens qui, en gé-| 

néral, reprochent â la S.D.N. de ne pas vouloir se prononcer ’ nettement, hautement pour un système, pei mettant de dénoncer, dès le commencement d un conflit, l'agresseur et de fixer les- sanc- i tlons : cependant lacté dagression (quelles que soient les explications qu’on puisse donner de ses or gines de la part du Japon; ne peut faire aucun doute.
Vn Etat, faisant purtie'non seulement 

de ta S.D.N. mais de\son Conseil, s'est 
mis. en flagrante opposition avec les 
engagements qu'il a .signés.« La S.D.N. se montre impuissante », dit-on. Certes, si le Japon est absolument déc.dé de réinstaller à Moukden 1 ancienne dynastie mandchoue, la S.D. N., telle qu’elle est conçue actuellement, ne pourra pas l'empêcher.Ne disposant que d’un outillage de paix imparfait,, n’ayant jamais défini d’une façon précise- les conditions dans lesquelles un Etat devrait être dénoncé et traité comme « agresseur », n’ayant , jama’s fixé d’une façon définitive remploi des moyens de contrainte à l’égard du pays convaincu de jouer le rôle de 1 agresseur, n ayant jamais stipulé dune façon viaiment claire les obligations Internationales destinées à assurer l’exécution des sentences arbitra es, ' la S.D.N. court, chaque fols qu elle intervient dans un conflit aigu, le redoutable risque : d’éveiller d’immenses espoirs dans les masses et de voir, si 
a'Ic ne réussit pas, exploité son échoc contre l’idée fondamentale même, qui lui e donné naissance et que nous devons, nous autres, défendre avec plus do passion clairvoyante4 que jamais.J’ai senti le besoin de faire ces ré- fiexioua parce que je me sens en :<T&àcèprd avec des dniis qui ne font,Jttoi, en parlant de l’act on ou de IMnaetëoir MeGenSve.pas suffisamment j^;i^inctiôn entre Ta S.D.N. en tant $n*hi?titn.tioD  internationale .et les dif
férents Etats souverains qui la compo- 
aenf, entre les responsabilités qui incombent à la S D.N. en tant que S.D.N. 
et telles qui pèsent sur certains Etats, s certains gouvernements. |

t . • S. GRUMBACH.
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Pour le règlement du conflit de la Mandchourie
rw,   —mi»».—lin.. .m ■■■■   ■,■ ■■i.— i i . , ।

La session extraordinaire 
du Conseil de la S. D. N.

s’est ouverte hier à Paris
M, Briand a exposé, à la séance publique, 

les grandes lignes du différend sino-japonais 
et les efforts faits par le Conseil pour le résoudre

Cliché Quotidien.

Lite vue de la séance du Conseil de la S. D. .V., dans le salon de l'Hurluye, 
au quai d'Orsay.

Photo Wl'iidc World. Cliché Quotidien.

. Mais la question est autre, pour le nio- 
i nient. Le Conseil parait anxieux de trou- 
! ver une solution honorable pour 1rs par- 
i lies en cav.se ; or ces parties sont trois:

la Chine, le Japon et la 5. D. .V.
On parle d'un compromis possible qui 

comporterait deux sortes de négociatioiis 
parallèles et simultanées : 1° Mesures 
administratives et locales à concerter en 
vue de l’évacuation des troupes japo
naises en Mandchourie ; 2° Négociations 
politiques sur les cinq points fondamen
taux, dont les quatre premiers — M. 
Briand l’a bien souligné — sont admis 
de part et d'autre, et dont le cinquième 
reste à résoudre.

■ Or, c’est ici que s’accuse la divergence. 
Car, si le Japon demande une entente 
préalable avec la Chine sur ce point 
[respect des traités consacrant les droils 
nippops en, Mandchourie) avant d’éva
cuer, la position de.f M. Briand parait 
être jusqu'à présent assez différente. Le 
président du Conseil propose que, le 
jour où les Japonais auront évacué la

MM. YOSHIZAWA (à gauche) 
et MATSUDEIRA,

reaped ivenienl ambassadeurs du 
Japon à Paris eUî^Londres,

Celte. G.V session extraordinaire du 
Conseil de la. S. b. N., qui s’est ouverte 
hier au Quai d'Orsay, sera-t-elle la der
nière de celles qui auront été consacrées 
au conflit sino-japonais ?

On l'espère, on l'augure. Ce qui est 
certain, c'est que les membres du Con
seil — et ils sont, celle fois, particuliè
rement bien choisis — sont décidés à 
en finir avec cette irritanle affaire.

On n’est pas loin, à Washington — 
toute autre, considération laissée de côté 
— de voir dans le Japon une puissance 
d'ordre et d'organisation qui peut s’exer
cer utilement en l'.xtrème-Orient. La ré
cente déclaration de M. Castle est, à cet 
ég a rd, significative.

iPliolo Keystone. Cliché Quotidien.
M. VON BULOW (au centre)'.' 

à son arrivée à la gare du Nord. 
LvcfndcZiOîwZ Toklo et Nankin entament 
Ides négociations sur le cinquième poinL

Il s'agit de rapprocher ces points d& 
fwe, et il ne s'agit, en somme, que dc\ 
fleta. Ce ne doit pas être Impossible. ■



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. NARS, Date

Enclosure No. 15 to Despatch No. 1987 
of November 20, 1931.

From the Embassy at Paris.

Extract from Lj- NEPUBLI "'UE, November 17, 1931.

UNE EXPÉDITIONJNTERNATIONALE

Qu’irions nous faire 
en Mandchourie ?

M. Aristide Briand | 
au secours de la paix 

asiatique ।
Ce n'est pas tous les jours qu'en ma

tière de politique étrangère, on a quel
que occasion de rire. M. Hadamard, 
professeur au Collège de France et paci
fiste convaincu et militant, vient de 
nous en fournir une. Prenons-la aux che
veux comme le recommandaient les An
ciens.

M. Hadamard aurait, dans l'intérêt de 
la paix, fait la proposition suivante :

La Société des Nations peut et doit 
constituer d’urgence, avec des contin
gents fournis par ceux des Etats parti
cipants qui ne sont pas intéressés au con
flit, la garde nationale destinée à assu
rer la police de la région troublée.

Nos soldats auront demain, grâce à 
M. Hadamard, l’honneur d'être gardes 
nationaux en Mandchourie, et se faire 
éventrer par les bandits chinois en dé
fendant glorieusement le drapeau de la 
Société des Nations.

Remarquez que nous avons nous- 
mêmes défendu le principe d’une force 
armée internationale susceptible de faire 
respecter les décisions de la S. D. N. 
Mais nous avons toujoprs soutenu que 
cette force devait avoir i un recrutement 
international et volontaire. Libre à cha
cun de recevoir des coups pour les Chi
nois. On peut se demander, au cas où 
un gouvernement innocent Suivrait M. 
Hadamard dans ses folles rêveries, si 
les engagés volontaires de la’ coloniale 
par exemple seraient tenus en conscience 
de partir en Mandchourie.

— Au service de la France, dirait-on.
Du tout. Au service de la S. D. N.
Je ne dis pas que le service ne soit 

pas honorable. Je pense que cela de
mande un engagement spécial.

Mais laissons ce détail. On comprend 
fort bien où M. Hadamard veut en ve
nir. Il veut réagir, et c'est fort bien, 
contre ceux de nos confrères qui préten
dent que le Japon représente en Mand
chourie la cause de l’ordre et de la ci
vilisation.

Et chacun sait que ce n’est pas là 

notre avis. La technique japonaise est 
supérieure à la chinoise ; la civilisation 
ou mieux la culture chinoise est très 
supérieure à la japonaise.

Peu importe. Supposons le problème 
résolu et que dix ou vingt mille hommes 
partent là-bas comme gendarmes.

D’abord qui seront-ils, ces pandores 
du nouvel âge ?

Anglais, Français, Italiens ? Bon. Et 
les Allemands ? Oui, bien entendu, il 
y aura des Allemands. Mais alors vous 
les mettez sur le plan des autres. Si 
vous leur demandez des hommes et du 
sang, donnez-leur des droits égaux aux 
vôtres. Et les problèmes militaire, ma
ritime et colonial, pour ne parler que 
de ceux-là, se posent aussitôt.

Cependant ce corps expéditionnaire 
arrive dans le pays. C’est assez loin. Il 
y a toutes les chances du monde que, 
comme les carabiniers de l’opérette, il 
arrivera quand tout sera réglé. Mais 
supposons qu’il soit en Mandchourie 
encore à temps. Supposons aussi que les 
bandits qui là-bas ne se différencient pas 
beaucoup des réguliers l’attaquent vigou
reusement... Qu’un mouvement analo
gue à celui des Boxers se développe I 
Que le débarquement des Inte natio
naux, plus ou moins bien compris par 
les Chinois, soit tenu par eux pour 
l'intervention des « étrangers » haïs, et 
qu’une formidable vague nationaliste ba
laie soudain le pays.

Ce ne sont pas les Japonais qui en 
partiront, ce sera l’Indochine et rien que 
l’Indochine.

Merci bien.
En vérité, défions-nous des interven

tions saugrenues. Nous n’avons pas un 
homme de plus à envoyer là-bas. Si j’en 
crois les renseignements que je possède, 
nous en maintenons à Tien-Tsin et ail
leurs, déjà beaucoup trop. Que M. Ha
damard parte, nous n y voyons pas d’in
convénient. Mais que nos soldats restent 
chez nous.

Pierre DOMINIQUE,

M. Briand a ouvert la session du 
Conseil de la S. D. N. en donnant 
aux intéressés des conseils qui, à cer
tains moments, ont pris le .caractère 
d’avertissements.

On nous dira qu’un discours n'a 
jamais empêché de se battre des gens 
résolus à la bataille. Mais il y a dis 
cours et discours, et quand le porte- 
parole de la France invite deux na
tions à ne pas prendre les armes, il 
s’agit d’autre chose que d’un effort * 
de rhétorique.

Le Japon aurait tort de s’imaginer 
qu’il est le seul maître des destinées 
asiatiques.

Le problème du Pacifique est un 
problème qui intéresse l’Occident.

L’impérialisme nippon,- s’il réalisait 
ses desseins, remporterait qu’une 
victoire à la Pyrrhus ! Un autre im
périalisme s’élèverait rapidement poqr 
contester les résultats acquis. Oà 
surveille les décisions de Tokio q 
Washington. On les surveille mêm^ | 
de très près. / ;

Le gouvernement japonais serait ' 
imprudent de heurter à la fois la Rus 
sie et les Etats-Unis.

D’aucuns objectent que le Japon est 
un élément d’ordre sur lequel il faut 
s’appuyer contre les éléments de dé 
sordre * A ce compte-là, on devrait 
approuver les impériaux d’avoir, en 
1792, essayé d’écraser la France de 

I la Révolution !
Tous les conquérants ont toujours 

prétendu qu’ils allaient faire la police 
chez les barbares ou chez les agités

Il s’agit de savoir si, en 1931, trois 
ans après la signature du Pacte Kel
logg la guerre,, mise hors la loi, re
trouvera une excuse pour reprendre 
place parmi les instruments de la po 
litique nationale d’un grand pays.

i Le Conseil de la S. D. N. a, en ce 
• moment, entre les mains le sort, non 
seulement d’un organisme déterminé, 
mais de tout 1$ système de la paix, 
teL qu’il - a été t organisé > depuis^ dix 
ans !

Ce Conseil est présidé par l’homme 
dont le nom est devenu le symbole 
même des idées sur lesquelles ce sys 
tome repose. Il faut le suivre.

GabrielCUDENET.
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La Ligue 
et le Japon
Le Conseil de la Ligue, rassemblé à Paris, 

a marqué un léger changement d’attitude 
à l’égard de l’affaire de Mandchourie. Le 
pays des Cheng, des Chang et des Cha n’est 
plus aussi Chou-Chou. La thèse des Japonais 
a été prise en plus sérieuse considération. 
Pourquoi ?

En premier lieu parc? que la Société des 
Nations, qui était partie en avant sans réflé
chir, a dû se rendre compte de sa légèreté. 
Elle avait cherché avant tout un succès 
diplomatique, ce qui est toujours mauvais. 
Elle voulait avoir empêché une guerre. Elle 
avait aussi mal apprécié ses moyens d’ac
tion que la nature du conflit.

Les moyens d’action, ce ne sont pas des 
troupes pour séparer les combattants. L’idée 
magnifique de M, Hadamard, qui était d’en
voyer des soldats français faire la guerre à 
la guerre dans les environs de Moukden, 
n’a pas été retenue. Mais il eût fallu peser 
à la fois sur les deux parties pour les obli
ger à respecter la décision du Conseil. Or, 
la Chine a deux gouvernements, l’un à 
Canton, l’autre à Nankin, qui tous deux 
n’ont qu’une autorité faible et circonscrite. 
La Chine est un corps sans tête. Elle est 
amorphe. Il serait vain de chercher à lui 
faire sentir des responsabilités.

Il n’en est pas de même du Japon. Mais 
le Japon, ayant une tête, s’est prémuni. Sa 
diplomatie n’est pas restée inerte. Elle a 
demandé et obtenu à Washington l’assu
rance que les Etats-Unis ne s’associeraient 
pas à des sanctions économiques et finan
cières si, par hasard, la Ligue décidait d’en 
prendre. A Londres, elle a trouvé bon 
accueil. Le résultat des élections anglaises 
a été de ramener au pouvoir une équipe qui 
a le sentiment des grands intérêts politi
ques. Si M. Baldwin a prononcé l’autre 
jour, au sujet de l’Allemagne, des paroles 
qui trahissent des illusions regrettables, les 
conservateurs sont plus aptes que les socia
listes à comprendre que le Japon défend en 
Mandchourie la cause des traités et de 
Ifordre.
! Eh définitive, ne pouvant rien sur la 
Chine, n’osant rien contre le Japon, la So
ciété des Nations, après avoir cherché une 
^occasion de rehausser son prestige, ne cher- 
che plus qu’à sauver la face. Elle reqon- 
|iaît que le conflit ne peut pas être résolu 
bar des moyens uniquement juridiques. 
C’est-à-dire qu’elle s’est trompée sur les élé
ments de la cause. —»• /. B.
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La Ligue 
et le Japon
Le Conseil de la Ligue, rassemblé à Paris, 

a marqué un léger changement d’attitude 
à l’égard de l’affaire de Mandchourie. Le 
pays des Cheng, dés Chang et des Cha n’est 
plus aussi Chou-Chou. La thèse des Japonais 
a été prise en plus sérieuse considération. 
Pourquoi ?

En premier lieu parc? que la Société des 
Nations, qui était partie en avant sans réflé
chir, a dû se rendre compte de sa légèreté. 
Elle avait cherché avant tout un ' succès 
diplomatique, ce qui est toujours mauvais. 
Elle voulait avoir empêché mre guerre. Elle 
avait aussi mal apprécié ses moyens d’ac
tion que la nature du conflit.

Les moyens d’action, ce ne sont pas des 
troupes pour séparer les combattants. L’idée 
magnifique de M. Had'amard, qui était d’en
voyer des soldats français faire la gueare à 
la guerre dans les environs de Moukden, 
n’a pas été retenue. Mais il eût fallu peser 
à la fois sur les deux parties pour les obli
ger à respecter la décision du Conseil. Or, 
la Chine a deux gouvernements, l’un à 
Canton, l’autre à Nankin, qui tous deux 
n’ont qu’une autorité faible et circonscrite. 
La Chine est un corps sans tête. Elle est 
amorphe. Il serait vain de chercher à lui 
faire sentir des responsabilités.

Il n’en est pas de même du Japon. Mais 
le . Japon, ayant une tête, s’est prémuni. Sa 
diplomatie n’est pas restée inerte. Elle a 
demandé et obtenu à Washington l’assu
rance que les Etats-Unis ne s’associeraient 
pas à des sanctions économiques et finan
cières si, par hasard, la Ligue décidait d’en 
prendre. A Londres, elle a trouvé bon 
accueil. Le résultat des élections anglaises 
a été de ramener au pouvoir une équipe qui 
a le sentiment des grands intérêts politi
ques. Si M. Baldwin a prononcé l’autre 
jour, au sujet de l’Allemagne, des paroles 
qui trahissent des illusions regrettables, les 
conservateurs sont plus aptes que les socia
listes à comprendre que le Japon défend en 
Mandchourie la cause des traités et de 
if ordre.
J En définitive, ne pouvant rien sur la 
Chine, n’osant rien contre le Japon, la So
ciété des Nations, après avoir cherché une 
^occasion de rehausser son prestige, ne cher
che plus qu’à sauver la face. Elle recon
naît que le conflit ne peut pas être résolu 
par des moyens uniquement juridiques, 
uest-à-dire qu’elle s’est trompée sur les élé
ments de la cause. —r /. B.



)979
DECMSSiriE’D: E.O. See. 3(e) (
By m-ïr a Aug"st 10-

uvs NARS . Date

^closure No. 17 to Despatch No. 1987 
of November 20, 1931.

From the Embassy

:xtraot from ..C-WCE TECHNIQUE DE LA

L« Question du Jour

at Paris

DEESSE, November 18, 1931

D’ABORD LA PAIX
Au moment même où nous répétions 

qu’il y a quelque chose de changé dans 
le monde, le Conseil de la Société des 
Nations était réuni dans le Salon de 
l’Horloge, au ministère des Affaires

Etrangères.
Cette reconstitution genevoise sur les bords de 

la Seine fut des plus opportunes et des mieux réus
sies. L’atmosphère y était, et non pas seulement le 
personnel — à défaut du cadre. On pouvait craindre 
que l’air de Paris ne fût pas favorable à la sérénité 
qu’on cultive si facilement sur les bords du Léman. 
Eh bien, non. Rien n’est changé. Les mêmes hom
mes — et des hommes nouveaux aussi, puisque sir 
John Simon, ministre des Affaires étrangères de 
Grande-Bretagne, et M. von Bülow, représentant de 
l’Allemagne, siégeaient pour la première fois au 
Conseil — se sont trouvés autour du même « fer 
à cheval » traditionnel et presque symbolique pour 
« faire la paix ».

Et dans les « couloirs », de très jeunes attachés, 
des journalistes, représentant les pays les plus di
vers, les plus opposés parfois, fraternisaient gaie
ment.

Naturellement, les circonstances voulaient que 
l’Asie fût plus spécialement présente. Place aux 
jaunes!... Quantité de Japonais et de Chinois devi
saient, mêlés. Mieux — et ceci donne à rêver sur 
l’évolution des mœurs asiatiques: beaucoup de jeu- ( 
nés Chinoises et de jeunes Japonaises babillaient 
gracieusement, autour des tables et des cabines té- 
léphoniqùes de la presse.

Aucune nervosité. Aucune hostilité apparente. 
La jeunesse cherchait naturellement la jeunesse 
sans se demander quel était son pays.

Les esprits chagrins vont répétant : « C’est la 
guerre, malgré la Société des Nations, le Pacte Kel
logg et M. Briand. Le sang coule, des hommes se 
battent. Donc, les pacifistes ont échoué. »

Hélas! Les sociétés sont policées, et cependant 
il se commet des crimes. Tout ce qu’on a pu faire, 
c’est que l’assassinat ne fût plus considéré comme 
légitime. On a mis les assassins hors la loi. On les 
recherche, on les démasque, on les dénonce, et, 
quand il se peut, on les châtie. Beaucoup échap
pent. D’autres bénéficient du doute. D’autres en
core obtiennent qu’on leur accorde des circonstan
ces atténuantes. Le crime n’en est pas moins le 
crime et dénoncé comme tel.

Ainsi la guerre. Autrefois, elle était considérée 
comme légitime. On se faisait rendre justice par 
les armes. Aujourd’hui, chacun sait qu’il n’a pas le 
droit de se faire justice lui-même, et les plus fou
gueux s’appliquent à se justifier et proclamer qu’ils 
ne font pas la guerre.

Autrefois, si, pendant le cours d’hostilités même 
limitées, les ressortissants des pays en conflit 
s’étaient rencontrés fraternellement, on aurait de 
part et d’autre mobilisé les juges des conseils de 
guerre. Intelligences avec l’ennemi. C’était décisif. 
Aujourd’hui, ces intelligences avec l’ennemi parais
sent normales, nécessaires. On compte sur elles 
pour sauver ou rétablir la paix. On les encourage. 
On les protège. Les Chinois et les Japonais qui se 
rencontrent dans les salons de notre Quai d’Orsay 
sont plus cousins qu’ennemis. Ils le sentent. Ils le 
disent. Ils le montrent. Grande leçon.

Est-ce à dire que cette fraternisation spontanée 
suffise à tout? Certes non, et M. Briand montre par 
sa prudence que le péril est grand. Il est vrai qu’on 
lui fera grief de ses réserves. On lui ferait grief i 
plus encore — et avec plus de raison — d’une té- I 
mérité qui pourrait être dangereuse. I

Pour se rendre compte des incidences du pro- I 
blême mandchou, il suffit de voir l’attitude du gé- I I néra/ Dawes et de M. Scialoja. Si le premier se 
réserve, il n’est pas impossible qu’il pense à ce qui 
$e pourrait produire, quelque jour, au Mexique. Le 
second, qui remplace M. Grandi, précisément à 
Washington dans le même instant, ne serait assuré- Lmenf pàs fâché de voir se créer, en Mandchourie, I avec l’approbation du Conseil de la Société des Na- a 

qui pourrait fort bien servir la I

de ceux du salon de l’Horloge, sont tout bruissants 
de rumeurs. On parle beaucoup de la proposition 
de résolution de M. Daladier. Certains vont jus
qu’à mettre en cause l’Elysée, où l’on serait préoc
cupé de ne pas laisser se faire les élections avec 
un gouvernement et une majorité que compromet 
avec obstination M. Louis Marin. Tout cela ne fa
cilite pas l’œuvre de paix.

En revanche, une voix nette et claire s’est fait 
entendre, après un long silence : celle de M. Clé
mente!, président du comité national du commerce 
extérieur et fondateur de la Chambre de Commerce 
Internationale. Parlant de la crise mondiale, il a 
dit : « Il appartient aux nations conductrices de l’économie mondiale : Allemagne, Amérique, France et Grande-Bretagne, de résoudre le problème de la réorganisation économique dont dépend l’avenir même du monde. Le premier objectif à obtenir doit être le désarmement matériel et moral, politique et économique de toutes les nations. »

Ne pensez-vous pas qu’au risque de scandaliser 
le protocole, on aurait pu afficher utilement ces 
sages propos dans le sajon de l’Horloge, pendant 
qu’y siègent les délégués des nations.

autorisée avec indication de soui’oe.
(Agence Technique de la Presse)

Repç
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PRESSS, November 18, 1931

La Question du Jour

D’ABORD LA PAIX
Au moment mfeme où nous répétions 

qu'il y a quelque chose de changé dans 
le monde, le Conseil de la Société des 
Nations était réuni dans le Salon de 
l'Horloge, au ministère des Affaires

Etrangères,
Cette reconstitution genevoise sur les bords de 

la Seine fut des plus opportunes et des mieux réus
sies. L'atmosphère y était, et non pas seulement le 
personnel — à défaut du cadre. On pouvait craindre 
que l'air de Paris ne fût pas favorable à la sérénité 
qu'on cultive si facilement sur les bords du Léman. 
Eh bien, non. Rien n'est changé. Les mêmes hom
mes — et des hommes nouveaux aussi, puisque sir 
John Simon, ministre des Affaires étrangères de 
Grande-Bretagne, et M. von Bülow, représentant de 
l'Allemagne, siégeaient pour la première fois au 
Conseil — se sont trouvés autour du même « fer 
à cheval » traditionnel et presque symbolique pour 
« faire la paix ».

Et dans les « couloirs », de très jeunes attachés, 
des journalistes, représentant les pays les plus di
vers, les plus opposés parfois, fraternisaient gaie- 
ùient.

Naturellement, les circonstances voulaient que 
l'Asie fût plus spécialement présente. Place aux 
jaunes!... Quantité de Japonais et de Chinois devi
saient, mêlés. Mieux — et ceci donne à rêver sur 
l'évolution des mœurs asiatiques: beaucoup de jeu
nes Chinoises et de jeunes Japonaises babillaient . 
gracieusement, autour des tables et des cabines té- 
léphoniqùes de la presse. |

Aucune nervosité. Aucune hostilité apparente. 1 
La jeunesse cherchait naturellement la jeunesse 
sans se demander quel était son pays.

Les esprits chagrins vont répétant : « C'est la 
guerre, malgré la Société des Nations, le Pacte Kel
logg et M. Briand. Le sang coule, des hommes se 
battent. Donc, les pacifistes ont échoué. »

Hélas! Les sociétés sont policées, et cependant 
il se commet des crimes. Tout ce qu'on a pu faire, 
c'est que l'assassinat ne fût plus considéré comme 
légitime. On a mis les assassins hors la loi. On les 
recherche, on les démasque, on les dénonce, et, 
quand il se peut, on les châtie. Beaucoup échap
pent. D'autres bénéficient du doute. D'autres en
core obtiennent qu'on leur accorde des circonstan
ces atténuantes. Le crime n'en est pas moins le 
crime et dénoncé comme tel.

Ainsi la guerre. Autrefois, elle était considérée 
comme légitime. On se faisait rendre justice par 
les armes. Aujourd'hui, chaçun sait qu'il „n'a .pas le 

blême mandchou, il suffit de voir l'attitude du gé
néral Dawes et de M. Scialoja. Si le premier se 
réserve, il n'est pas impossible qu'il pense à ce qui 
Se pourrait produire, quelque jour, au Mexique. Le 
second, qui remplace M. Grandi, précisément à 
Washington dans le même instant, ne serait assuré
ment pàs fâché de voir se créer, en Mandchourie, 
avec l'approbation du Conseil de la Société des Na
tions, un précédent qui pourrait fort bien servir la 
politique fasciste en Albanie.

Enfin, si le Japon transgresse le pacte, en se li
vrant à des actes de guerre, il faut reconnaître que 
la Chine choisit bien mal son temps pour soulever 
un problème spécialement grave. M. Sze, en effet, 
ne demande pas seulement le retrait des troupes 
nippones; il réclame, en même temps, la revision 
du traité de 1915, qui f ut non seulement signé, mais 

I ratifié par la Chine. Cette fois, c'est M. von Bülow. 
I qui dresse l'oreille... I
I M. Briand n'est pas homme à jouer avec le /eu, 
I et c'est fort heureux*:  tout flamberait vite. I 
I Pourquoi ne pas ajouter qu'il faut prendre garde 
I aux conséquences que pourrait actuellement avoir 
I uneLnitiative prématurée en matière'de politique] 
I intérieure? Les couloirs du Parlement, si proches 

de ceux du salon de l'Horloge, sont tout bruissants 
de rumeurs. On parle beaucoup de la proposition 
de résolution de M. Daladier. Certains vont jus
qu'à mettre en cause l'Elysée, où l'on serait préoc
cupé de ne pas laisser se faire les élections avec 
un gouvernement et une majorité que compromet 
avec obstination M. Louis Marin. Tout cela ne fa
cilite pas l'œuvre de paix.

En revanche, une voix nette et claire s'est fait 
entendre, après un long silence : celle de M. Clé- 
mentel, président du comité national du commerce 
extérieur et fondateur de la Chambre de Commerce 
Internationale. Parlant de la crise mondiale, il a 
dit : « Il appartient aux nations conductrices de l’économie mondiale : Allemagne, Amérique, France et Grande-Bretagne, de résoudre le problème de la réorganisation économique dont dépend l’avenir même du monde. Le premier objectif à obtenir doit être le désarmement matériel et moral, politique et économique de toutes les nations. »

Ne pensez-vous pas qu'au risque de scandaliser 
le protocole, on aurait pu afficher utilement ces 
sages propos dans le salon de l'Horloge, pendant 
qu'y siègent les délégués des nations.

autorisée avec indication de source.
(Agence Technique de la Presse)

Repr
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AU CONSEIL DE LA S.D.N.

Le conflit sino-japonais 
de MandchourieRéunis en séance officieuse, hors de la présence des délégués japonais et chinois, à la fin de la matinée d’hier, les membres du conseil de la Société des Nations ont pu constater que les conversations particulières engagées lundi n’avaient pas donné de grands résullats. Avant de s’essayer à une ébauche de règlement susceptible d’être acceptée par le Japon, ils ont décidé d'amener les deux parties à préciser dans certains détails le sens des, notes qu’elles adressèrent au conseil. Qu’est-ce que la Chine entend, au juste, par l’observation des traités en vigueur, par les conflits d’interprétation qu'elle veut soumettre à la procédure arbitrale ?Quels traités le Japon demande-t- il à la Chine de confirmer? Ces traités sont-ils simplement de portée économique? Englobent-ils des clauses politiques? Le Japon déclare que l’article 3 du protocole attaché au traité sino-japonais du 22 décembre 1905, pour régler les constructions de chemin de fer a été violé. Quel est le catalogue complet de ces griefs ?M. Matsuda ira s’est entretenu assez longuement, hier soir, avec sir John Simon, tandis que M. Yoshizawa rendait visite à M. Briand. Mais il ne semble pas que les deux ambassadeurs aient répondu de façon définitive aux questions qui leur étaient posées. M. Yoshizawa avait préparé un exposé assez ample de la thèse japonaise et il se servira de ce do- ■ cument à la première séance publique. Mais peut-être tous les points soulevés, hier, par les membres du Conseil n'y sont-ils point traités et Tokio devra-t-il être consulté.Les traités dont les Japonais exigent l’application sont, évidemment, le traité sino-japomais du 22 décembre 1905 par lequel la Chine accepte le traité russo-japonais de Portsmouth ; le traité du 4 septembre 1909 et le traité de janvier 1915 (les fameuses 21 demandes) dont il ne subsiste plus qu’un petit nombre de Clauses ayant trait à la Mandchourie et fixant, notamment, le régime d’établissement des ressortissants japonais et coréens. Parmi les questions auxquelles donnent lieu ces divers instruments, il en est que la Chine (autorités centrales ou auto- torités locales) est, à la rigueur, capable de résoudre, par exemple celle des lignes ferrées concurrentes dû Sud manchourien et de ses embranchements — sur ces lignes, une guerre de tarifs se déroule contre le Japon. Mais il en est d’autres, le banditisme, le boycottage, les refusde location de terrains, etc., à propos. desquelles éolate, en tout état de. cause, l’impuissance des pouvoirs chinois. Le fait que le Japon n’allègue pas cette impuissance et préfère plaider la mauvaise volonté, ne rend pas le problème plus aisément soluble.Répudiation par le Japon de toute -__arrière-pensée politique et organi- sation d’une force de police ja- A 

ponai'se veillant à la défense du che- min de fer, et des résidants jape- 
nais, tel est, avec la confirmation M des traités sur lesquels reposent les B intérêts japonais de Mandchourie, B la seule issue que l’on aperçoive. B Pour le conseil, ce ne sera pas tâ-B che facile que de mettre tout cela B en forme d’accord avec le couver- B 
Inement de Tokio. B

PERTlXAX.
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Extract from EXCELoIOR, November 18, 1931

LE CONSEIL DE LJ S. D. N. 
DEMANDERAIT L’AVIS 
DE LA COUR DE LJ HAYE 
SUR LES DROITS RESPECTIFS 
DE LJ CHINE ET DU JAPON
Une déclaration de M. Stimson 
sur l'attitude des États-Unis.

LE GÉNÉRAL CHINOIS MA TCHANG SHAN 
RÉPONDRAIT PAR DES CONTRE-PRO
POSITIONS A L’ULTIMATUM ADRESSÉ 
, PAR LE COMMANDEMENT JAPONAISCependant que M. Briand siégeait hier au banc du gouvernement à la Chambre des députés, où se discutaient les interpellations sur la politique étrangère, les négociations particulières se sont continuées l’après-midi, et il semble que le général Dawes y ait joué un rôle prépondérant. Jusqu’à ce jour on avait évoqué pour résoudre le problème mandchourien le pacte, de la Société des nations et le pacte Briand- Kellogg. L’ancien vice-président des Etats-Unis, lui,'à mis en jeu le traité de Washington au cours des conversations qu’il eut hier après-midi à l’hôtel -Kitz, non seulement avec le représen-

La séance de la matinéeDès hier matin, en séance publique, le conseil de la Société des nations, composé de tous ses membres, à l’exception toutefois des délégués intéressés, japonais et chinois, écoutèrent un long exposé du président au sujet des négociations qu’il avait eues la veille, tard dans la soirée, avec le Dr Sze et M. Yoshizawa. Us tombèrent d’accord pour exiger, avant de se réunir à nouveau, une explication nette et précise du cinquième point japonais, c’est-à-dire celui se rapportant aux traités existants.Le conseil veut savoir exactement quels- sont les traités évoqués et si ceux- ci font mention d’une sécurité nécessaire avant de permettre aux Japonais d’évacuer les territoires occupés en Mandchourie.Et là nous sommes en pleine incertitude, car la. plupart de ces traités n'ont pas été publiés-Les Chinois parlent des traités de 1915, ils affirment qu’ils les reconnaissent et, tout en contestant leur valeur juridique, se disent prêts à les exécuter. Mais il n’en est pas de même de ceux de 1905, qu’ils considèrent comme imposés par la force et qui, disent-ils, n’ont pas été signés.Enfin, quelle est la valeur des traités de ,1896 signés entre la Russie et la Chine, paraphés pour celle-là par le prince Lobanoff, alors ministre des Affaires étrangères du tsar, et pour celle-ci par le célèbre Li Hung Chang? Il s’agissait de traités secrets qui donnaient, dit-on, des droits de construction de chemins de fer à la Russie.Or, en 1905, par le traité de Portsmouth, la Russie, défaite, passa tous ses droits au Japon. Mais la Chine, elle, prétend ne les avoir jamais signés, et c’est pourquoi, de plus en plus, on a l’impression très nette que l’affaire ne se terminera que devant la Cour de La Haye, lorsque le conseil décidera de demander à celle-ci un avis consul- tatif. IIl y a aussi une convention secrète i du 22 décembre 1905 qui n’a jamais été | publiée et qui, disent les uns, empêcherait la Chine de construire des chemins de fer qui seraient en concurrence avec le Sud-Mandchourien, clause secrète qui, d’après les autres, n’aurait jamais été ratifiée. C’est sur ces différents points qu’il sera vraisemblablement nécessaire d’obtenir l’avis consultatif de la Cour internationale de La Haye, que les membres de la Société des nations ne I peuvent refuser. — Maurice-Raymonde. |

M. Sze, délégué chinois (à gAuche) et 
M- Yoshizawa, un des représentants

du Japon.

tant de la Chine, le Dr Sze, mais aussi 
avec l’ambassadeur du Japon à Lon
dres, M. Masuidera, avec sir Eric 
Drummond, secrétaire général de la 
Société des nations, et, tard dans la 
soirée, avec M. Massigli, directeur des 
services français de la Société des na
tions.
Et il convient dès lors de rappeler 

l’article premier du traité de Washing
ton : « Les puissances contractantes 
s'engagent à respecter la souveraineté 
et l’indépendance, ainsi que l’intégrité 
territoriale ét administrative de la 
Chine. »
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Extract from FIGARO, November 18, 1931

Le Conseil de la S» D. N*  
cherche sa voief v I? ------------------------------- 1 V ;

ü |Quel admirable contraste ! Pendant que le canon tonne en Mandchourie, le Quai d’Orsay, où siège le Conseil de la Société des nations, ne re- । tentit d’aucun écho. Le salon de l’Horloge, réservé aux séances publiques, reste fermé. Seul, le salon de la Rotonde a vu s’assembler hier matin, pendant une heure, les membres du Conseil, à l’exception des représentants de la Chine et du Japon. L’animation n’était guère plus grande dans la vaste salle où dactylos et journalistes ont été parqués, séparés par des tentures, ce qui eût très bien fait comme « Cité des Nations » à l’Expo- sition coloniale. Mais quels documents mystérieux peuvent donc taper ces demoiselles ?...La journée d’hier a comporté deux ordres de : négociations, qui se sont déroulées, comme il con- | vient, avec une lenteur extrême-orientale : la séance du Conseil, dont nous venons de parler, et les entretiens privés. M. Briand, sir John Simon et le général Dawes ont reçu, au début de la matinée et successivement, M. Yoshizawa, délégué du Japon, et le docteur Szé, représentant de la Chine. Les trois négociateurs ont ensuite mis le Conseil au courant de leurs démarches. Enfin, dans la soirée, M. Briand, retour de la Chambre, a vu entre deux sommes M. Yoshizawa.Aucun progrès sensible n’a été réalisé, puisqu’on a décidé d’ajourner toute séance publique. Une nouvelle réunion privée aura lieu ce matin.Nous avons déjà indiqué que le Japon refusait d’évacuer ses troupes avant que la Chine ait formellement reconnu ses droits en Mandchourie. De son côté, la Chine se refuse à négocier avec le Japon aussi longtemps que des troupes nippones occuperont son territoire. Cela prouverait déjà que le gouvernement de Nankin conteste la validité des traités. Mais on en a une preuve de plus : il demande que l’affaire soit soumise à la Cour de justice internationale de La Haye. On comprend fort bien que le gouvernement de Tokio n’accepte pas cette procédure. Il y aurait un danger évident à remettre en question les pactes en vigueur. On sait, d’autre part (voir le récent projet d’accord douanier austro-allemand), de quelle façon la Cour comprend parfois sa mission. Tout cela n’est guère ; de nature à donner confiance aux Japonais, à les pousser à retirer leurs troupes avant d’avoir obtenu de la Chine la promesse formelle qu’elle respectera les traités. Mais le gouvernement de Nankin voudra-t-il s’engager dans cette voie ? C’est le point essehtiel à régler.En somme, ces deux jours de négociations secrètes ne paraissent avoir donné aucun résultat. Le conseil de la Ligue s’est peut-être aperçu un peu tard qu’il avajt eu grand tort de prendre parti à la légère pour la Chine contre le Japon. Le Quai d’Orsay a beau publier, chaque jourTune liste impressionnante de télégrammes adressés à M. Briand pour le féliciter de ses efforts pacificateurs, nous persistons à penser que son action a été néfaste. Mieux eût valu qu’il laissât au représentant de l’Espagne le soin de poursuivre les délicates négociations que celui-ci avait entreprises en septembre. Il n’aurait pas ainsi compromis l’amitié du Japon, précieuse pour notre pays.
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La réunion du Quai d’Orsay

La France est l’instigatrice 
de l’agression antisoviétique 

de l’impérialisme japonais 
__ ________________□[=]□[=]□------------------------

AU COURS DE DELIBERATIONS SECRETES, LE CONSEIL 
SOUS LÀ DIRECTION DE BRIAND

SE PRÉPARE A DÉLIVRER UN BLANC-SEING AU CABINET DE TOKiO

• F’

pendant que la S. D. N. continue ses palabres, la guerre sévit en Mandchourie. 
''Voici le général HONJO, commandant de l arrnee de Canton, quittant son 

quartier général

japonais en Lxtrème-Orient est nu
itée depuis liter dans ntic /lape non-.

Jusqu’im on déclarait encore 1 
prnir la forme — que le .la pmi duvan | 
dans un certain délai exammr in ।
Mandchourie. Ainsi l'un espérait sam j

Nations. Le Japon d'ailleurs m1 St-'I 
trompa jamais sur la signification j 
d*'s  recommandations du Conseil. ;

Depuis le 18. septembre, los^trmî-l 
pas japonaises ont avancé de bon ki- ■ 
Imuètres. au point de menacer direr-1 
tement Tsitsikar et la voie ferrée de । 
l’F’.st chinois. Dans le même temps,! 
]e< Blancs s’agitent à Kliarbme et y| 
préparent des attentats. Bappelonsj 
pm.ir mémoire que l'animateur de ce! 
inmivemenl est le fameux ataman 
Seinenulf. qui jouit de tout temps de

Aujourd'hui la Prance et smi re
présentant qui préside le C.unsed 
veulent accomplir un pas de plus.

11 s'agit d’abord de ne contrarier 
en rimi l'offensive militaire japonaise 

d’instaurer à Mmikden une dynastie 
autonome .c'est-à-dire aux maires de 
T"|<io.

H s’agit ensuite d’obleriir l’adhésmn 
id-* ‘ la Chine à (-es traités de lb15 qui 
organisaient la mise en coupe réglée 
de la Chine par le Japon.

Le représentant chinois a déjà 
donné mie première*  satisfactimi à. 
ses interlocuteurs en acceptant d'em 

partenaire japonais.
Puiip nous, le fait n’est pas dé

pourvu d’une certaine importance. 
c,ir il illustre à merveille la politique 
du Kuomintang • conlre-révolulion-

Le Kuomintang a fait régner La f.-r- 
reiir (*!  la misère sur tout h*  pavs, 
il a répandu par torrent h*  sang des 
révolntio.nnaires. il a obéi mix injonc
tions de ses maifres impérialistes et

■

livre aujourd'hui la Mandchourie et 
la Cliiue aux brigands i1111>ér iaIisi<*s.

L'altitude de M. Sze à Paris ron- 
f.Oune force singulière an rnof d m’- 
dre -de nofre Parti <‘ornmunis|e 
Tims. souvent développé dans ce 
journal : la lutte contre l'agr<*ssi  ni

le Kimmin-

Kt. notons"'en passant. que lus re- 
-mbsentnnt^ de <--p K umninlang sont
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La réunion du Quai d’Orsay

La France est l’instigatrice 
de l’agression antisoviétique 

de l’impérialisme japonais -----------------------EQEisa----------------------
ÀU COURS DE DÉLIBÉRATIONS SECRÈTES, LE CONSEIL 

SOUS LA DIRECTION DE BRIAND
SE PRÉPARE A DÉLIVRER UN BLANC-SEING AU CABINET DE T0K10

•* t

U

1U
’pendant que la S. D. N. continue ses palabres, la guerre sévit en Mandchourie. 
''Voici le général HONJO, commandant de farmee de Canton, quittant son 

quartier général

T - urnn.dn nnéralion d»*  brigandage
japonais en Cxlrème-üri 
1 !•'••? depuis hier dans une 
>'elle.

Jusqu’ici on dévia ra i t encore, —j 
pour la forme — que le Jupon devait | 
dans un certain délai i'vjiokt la ; 
Mandchourie. Ainsi l’mi espérait sau
vegarder aux yeux deS masses popu-. 
]aircs lé « prestige n de la Société des 
Nations. Le Japon d’ailienrs no se 
trompa jamais sur ia signification 
•des recommandai ions du Conseil.

Depuis le LS septembre, les trou
pes japonaises ont avancé de DM ki
lomètres, au point de menacer direc
tement Tsitsikar et la voie ferrée de 

^innw *‘«ne le, pièm.e. leluiJS, 
?>’irrial • ja |„f(p
oC'dfT ae însépnrnblC <!,■ ,a

étape mu- t

KL notons en passant, que les re- 
piésentanls do ce Kuominla'rig sont 
cfix auxquels, à Bruxelles, 1*1. 0.S. 
ouvrit toutes larges sos portos, et

Jieuo ’ 
Tel est le

au
rsnv

premier résultat 
plis depuis lundi 
et dont M. Briand a r-udu compte. Hier matin 

lègues, dans une si'âno'
Cms<‘i! ot qui ont 'Dé suivies dans 
5a journée, d'hier de Conversations

:'i SOS col- 
sec rè le du

Drummond, secrétaire général

puis d’une non- 
Yorhezava .à M.

<Tj

'.•site de M 
ml.

Temps; fournit sur l’orientation I
des indieal it ms qu'il est

avec,

« Ce qu’on peut tenir pour acquis, 
c’e.s- que personne ne songe à engager 
Je Conseil de la Société dans une voie 
Gù il se .heurterait à. coup sûr à i’op- 
position irréductible du Japon, 
comme conséquence possible. ....... (
liait-; de celte puissance de l’institm | 
Jim? mtcrria-lionaie de Genève. » I

Fl encore : « De Conseil de la So- (

égaler par ces man mu vins obliques I 
el saura s’en tenir aux réalités avec I 
lesquelles il faut tonj»mi’s < ampler 
si «m veut pratiquer une politique de 
paix véritablement féconde. F .a : éalilb 
la phis certaine, la plus évidente ici. 
cTst que le Japon tient des traités 
tus droits spéciaux en Mandchourie, 
(droits qu’il n’abandonnera pas. n

<)n ne saurait être plus clair ni 
afiirmer plus catégoriquement la vo
lonté de la France dm consacrer le 
-coup de force mandchou et d’encou-i 
yager les nouvelles conquêtes.
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(SUITE DE LA PREMIERE PAGE}Ainsi, chaque jour qui passe précise, en en soulignant la portée, le rôle de tout premier plan que joue l’impérialisme français dan$ l’ave,n- ture d’Extrême-Orient.* * *Aussi bien ne s’agit-il point là d’une position exceptionnelle à laquelle le cabinet de Paris ,ne se serait rangé qu’après de longs tâtonnements.Bien avant le conflit, dans le concert contre-révolutionnaire en Extrême-Orient, la France n’a cessé, malgré les apparences, de tenir une place de choix.N’oublions pas que, d’après les statistiques américaines, le capital français est représenté en Chine par 181 firmes. Au surplus, la France contrôle pratiquement la province du Yunnan, que traverse le chemin de fer Haïphong-Yunnanfo, construit avec des capitaux français. On se souvient du zèle avec lequel le gouverneur socialiste Varenne ouvrit le territoire indochinois aux transports d’armes et de munitions destinées aux généraux contre-révolutionnaires.La proximité de l’Indochine en ’état d’agitation révolutionnaire extrême devait inciter le gouvernement français à suivre avec l’attention la plus grande les remous de la jeune Chine. De fait, ce sont des avions français qui, les premiers, intervinrent dans le Kiangsi contre les Soviets chinois.En outre, nous l’avons établi dès le 1er septembre, la revue officielle de l’état-major français justifiait par avance l’opération japonaise en lui assignant un objectif antisoviétique extrêmement précis. Enfin, un correspondant ouvrier nous déclare — et il a à peine besoin de souligner l’importance de cette information — que, depuis quelques semaines, des contrôleurs japonais sont entrés aux Aciéries de la Marine de Saint-Cha- mond.Comme le dit Y Information, la France est « l’îlot solide où se sont amarrées et préservées non seulement les monnaies, mais bien d’autres choses encore qui forment la base de la civilisation capitaliste.Passons sur la « solidité » de l’îlot. Il est, à vrai dire, battu par la tempête. Mais il reste que la France est bien, comme l’expose le journal financier, le gendarme de l’univers.

Et c’est en Extrême-Orient, à l’heure présente, que ce gendarme a pris sa faction. * ♦ 4*Cette politique a trouvé d'ardents zélateurs dans l’état-major du parti socialiste. Hier, l’un d’eux est entré en lice dans le Populaire : c’est M. S. Grumbach, ancien collaborateur du 2e bureau, qui, entre autres exploits récents, fit escorte le mois dernier à MM. Laval et François- Poncet à Berlin. M. Grumbach chante donc la louange de M.Briand. Il déplore que a les appels réitérés de M. Briand soient demeurés sans effet ». Il vitupère contre la presse « de réaction »..., laquelle exprime avec une diligente fidélité les pensées de l’impérialisme français, dont M. Briand est le représentant. L’im- périalismc’ français est blanc comme neige. C’est la presse impérialiste qui est coupable ! iM. Paul Faure nous avait chanté déjà une chansqn de même goût. Pour lui, tous les malheurs de ce temps proviennent des fabricants d’obus !Maudire la presse de réaction, vitupérer contre les fabricants d’obus, mais féliciter Briand et Laval et accompagner les pèlerins impérialistes dans leurs pérégrinations ! Toute la politique social-démocrate est là.
❖ 

* *L’impérialisme français eût souhaité, pour réaliser plus aisément ses desseins, que l’U.R.S.S. se départît de sa politique de paix et qu’elle proférât des menaces. Nous avons vu comment les agents provocateurs du Populaire se sont évertués pendant quinze jour à inciter l’U.R.S. S. à abandonner sa politique pacifique traditionnelle.L’U.R.S.S. n’est pas tombée dans le piège. L’U.R.S.S. ne tombera pas 
dans ce piège.Et son attitude permettra le rassemblement de inillions^ji’Iiommes et dé femmes autour de la patrie socialiste menacée.Mais ce rassemblement urge. Le travail d’éclaircissement sur les événements d’Extrême-Orient, l’organisation de la riposte ouvrière contre la guerre antisoviétique, l’examen pratique de nos méthodes de lutte contre la guerre, le travail de masse pour la défense de l’U.R.S.S., voilà la tâche dont nos cellules doivent s’emparer sans délai. 11 n’en est pas de plus pressante à cette heure si 
sraVe Gabriel PERI.
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Une solution 
pourra-t-elle 

être trouvée ?
Le général Dawes suit les événements 

du dehors
iSi la Société des Nations, par les deus précédentes sessions extraordinaires, n’avait pu qu’empêcher le conflit si ni- japonais de s’envenimer, elle eût déjà fait quelque chose. }Elle a fait « ce quelque chose » dont parlait hier un délégué du Pérou et c’est à son actif. Elle ne pouvait’faire*  ni plus ni mieux. Au moment du conflit bugarp- grec, les circonstances n’étaient pasjfs mêmes et le succès de la S.D.N. était désiré non seulement par les puissances témoins de l’incident, mais surtout par la Grèce et la Bulgarie qui attendaient toutes deux cette providentielle intervention qui tirait l’une et l’autre d’un mauvais pas.Que pourra faire, au cours de cette troisième session extraordinaire le Conseil de la S.D.N. ? Bien sûr par grand’ chose de plus qu’elle ne . fit déjà, c’est- à-dire des recommandations de sagesse, de prudence et de patiênèc aux uns et aux autres. C’est le maximum possible et c’est sans doute assez peu.M. Briand, hier soir, en séance privée, le constatait pour le déplorer.— Ah ! si l’Amérique voulait, disait j le délégué du Guatémala, hier, après la séance publique. Mais l’Amérique voudra-t-elle ? Sans doute a-t-elle envoyé M. Dawes. L’ambassadeur américain à Lom dres suit les événements mais du dehors de la coulisse...- Il y a là une sorte de pas en arrière par rapport à l’invitation de siéger qui avait été acceptée le mois dernier en fa-i

। veur de M. Prantiss Gilbert et qui d’aile [ leurs n’a jamais été traduite par une r collaboration bien active. Serait-ce à dire ■ qu’au lieu d’agir de concert avec les au» très signataires du pacte Kellogg, iep Etats-Unis reprendraient leur ligne d’ac-i tion parallèle peut-être à celle de la S. , D.N., mais indépendante et distincte ?Ami personnel du général Dawefe, l’ambassadeur du Japon à Londres, M. Matsudeira, assiste son collègue de Paris, M. Yoshizawa, qui reste à la tête de la délégation japonaise, tandis que le dossier de la Chine continue, comme à Genève, d’être plaidé par le docteur Sze.Après les semaines qui se sont écoulées sans apporter autre chose que de nouveaux éléments de trouble, on se retrouve toujours en présence du même point de vue de droit pur, à savoir que rien n’autorisait le Japon à sortir de sa zone pour occuper Moukden, Kirin et s’avancer. Vers le nord. Le pacte de la S. D. N. n’admet pas qu’on se fasse ainsi justice à soi-même.« — En droit pur, écrit le Journal des 
Nations, la Chine a parfaitement raison de refuser toute conversation sops la me-1 J nace des canons japonais : l’évacuation | d’abord, position juridiquement inexpu- > gnable dans le cadre du Covenant. Et

« ----- - r»uncoil fi’est VU
”’âia ©2 isajj j Aaauauiuioaa.i ap ajjaa 

: « lino so.if) » np sapuijsap xnv tuamaa vnb 
xnaa v ao^nossaa aiinyib vua^sa.i au'ji (Ù0i) 
-jjaduioa vj .tauuopuvqn.p ajMd uiuôf oui -moo jg ‘sdiunqosaci a^ja-jnad v.ios aa •uiaw 
-ap ()pu0i,p .ino} n» Jj&iq ! jauûois 
-sajo.td iyus&vd xnopnoqiuoo ‘jmoj
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-janb 11a. a^TOjpd^p ap ^t^ods nojjivQ ' 
ffoap np ^unadùip.xnw^àuCip ^nb '
sjo/ pj isa/d W
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Une solution
pourra-t-elle

être trouvée ?
Le général Dawes suit les événements 

du dehorsSi la Société des Nations, par les deus précédentes sessions extraordinaire^ n’avait pu qu’empêcher le conflit sink japonais de s’envenimer, elle eût déjà fait quelque chose. }Elle a fait « ce quelque chose » don't parlait hier un délégué du Pérou et c’est à son actif. Elle ne pouvait*faire'ni  plus ni mieux. Au moment du conflit bugarp- grec, les circonstances n’étaient pasjjs mêmes et le succès de la S.D.N. était désiré non seulement par les puissances témoins de l’incident, mais surtout par la Grèce et la Bulgarie qui attendaient toutes deux cette providentielle intervention qui tirait l’une et l’autre d’un mauvais pas.Que pourra faire,, au cours de cette troisième session extraordinaire le Conseil de la S.D.N. ? Bien sûr par grand’ chose de plus qu’elle ne , fit déjà, c’est- à-dire des recommandations de sagesse, de prudence et de patiénèc aux uns et aux autres. C’est le maximum possible et c’est sans doute assez peu.M. Briand, hier soir, en séance privée, le constatait pour le déplorer., — Ah ! si l’Amérique voulait, disaitle délégué du Guatémala, hier, après la séance publique. Mais l’Amérique voudra-t-elle ? Sans doute a-t-elle envoyé M', Dawes. L’ambassadeur américain à Lon*  1 dres suit les événements mais du dehors de la coulisse...' Il y a là une sorte de pas en arrière ' par rapport à l’invitation de siéger qui avait été acceptée le mois dernier en fa*. veur de M. Prantiss Gilbert et qui d’ail-j | leurs n’a jamais été traduite par une t collaboration bien active. Serait-ce à dire ! qu’au lieu d’agir de concert avec les au*  ‘très signataires du pacte Kellogg, lep Etats-Unis reprendraient leur ligne d’ac-! tion parallèle peut-être à celle de la S. D.N., mais indépendante et distincte ?Ami personnel du général Dawefe, .l’ambassadeur du Japon â Londres, M. Matsudeira, assiste son collègue de Paris, M. Yoshizawa, qui reste à la tête de la délégation japonaise, tandis que le dossier de la Chine continue, comme à Genève, d’être plaidé par le docteur Sze.Après les semaines qui se sont écoulées sans apporter autre chose que de nouveaux éléments de trouble, on se retrouve toujours en présence du même point de vue de droit pur, à savoir que rien n’autorisait le Japon à sortir de sa zone pour occuper Moukden, Kirin et s’avancer, vers le nord. Le pacte de la S. D. N. n’admet pas qu’on s© fasse ainsi justice à soi-même.« — En droit pur, écrit le Journal des 
Nations, la Chine a parfaitement raison de refuser toute conversation sops la me- : nace des canons japonais : l’évacuation j d’abord, position juridiquement inexpu- . gnable dans le cadre du Covenant. Et 

। c’est pour cela que le Conseil s’est vu forcé, par respect pour le Pacte de la S. D. N., d’adopter la résolution du 24 octobre. »Un fait certain, c’est que le Conseil a pu constater hier soir, au Quai d’Orsay, que le point de vue de la Chine comma .celui du.Japon est resté jncbangé. .Alors ? “ ..On négocie ! On recommence les.mê- rhes conversations de Gênèvé/On implore ïes délégués de Pékin et de de Tokio et cependant ils ne peuvent rien ou presque rien. Pendant ce temps, les mitrail- leuses continuent, elles aussi, à être en 1 action de temps en^temps. fDepuis 11 heures ce matin les k « douze » siègent dans ^ bureau de| de M. Briand. La délibération est abso- | lument secrète et il est impossible de savoir où on en est à 1 heure ou je vous M. Briand. La délibération est abso- savoir où on en est à l’heure actuelle. Lord Cecil est sorti de seance à 1 h 5 et M. von Bulow est sorti 5 minutes apres.La S.D.N. semble à present craindre d’être entrée dans ,üne impasse. Elle cherché avant d’aller de l’avànt le moyen
. de faire machine■ qi elle le trouve tout de suite, la seance ■ I publique aura lieu aujourd’hui même. I ■ A. de Gobart.
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j OURN- L, November 18, 1931

LE CONSEIL 
de la Société des Nations 
a poursuivi hier l’examen 

du conflit sino-japonais
—--------------------La journée d’hier consacrée aux conversations particulières n’a pas enregistré ce qu’on pourrait appeler un progrès sérieux vers la solution du conflit sino-japonais. Cependant, elle a apporté des éclaircissements intéressants sur les dispositions des parties et sur des esquisses de combinaisons.Le fait le plus important a été la longue conversation que M. Briand a eue. à la fin de la journée, avec l’ambassadeur du Japon à Paris. M. Yoshizawa. Cette conversation se rattache étroitement à la délibération secrète du conseil qui a eu lieu à la fin de la matinée, en dehors des parties en litige.Au cours de cette séance. les membres du conseil ont constaté que le nœud du problème est la nature des traités conclus entre la Chine et le Japon. Le conflit est né du fait que, non seulement la Chine ne respecte pas ses traités. mais qu’elle conteste la validité de certains d’entre eux et qu’elle voudrait les remettre en question, sous prétexte de recourir à l’arbitrage. Au contraire, le Japon exige que la Chine reconnaisse de nouveau, formellement, la pleine validité de ces traités. Le Japon ne fait aucune distinction ; il réclame que la consécration nouvelle qui seule peut supprimer les contestations s’applique à tous les traités.Au cours de la délibération secrète du conseil, il avait été entendu que M. Briand chercherait à obtenir du Japon des précisions sur ce point. En réalité, l’intervention de M. Briand, dans la conversation qu’il a eue avec M. Yoshizawa, a eu un caractère plus précis. Le président du conseil a esquissé ce que l’on pourrait appeler les bases d’un compromis. Il a suggéré l’idée que l’on pourrait faire une distinction entre les traités. Les traités concernant la sécurité de la vie et des biens des Japonais devraient être confirmés avant le retrait des troupes. Par contre, les traités concernant les avantages économiques, c’est-à-dire les constructions de chemins de fer. les exploitations de forêts en Mandchourie, ne feraient l’objet de négociations directes entre la Chine et le Japon qü’après le retrait des troupes.La distinction est, à vrai dire, assez difficile à comprendre. En effet, la garantie de la sécurité de la vie et des biens des Japonais ne résulte pas de traités ; elle découle des devoirs que tout gouvernement d’un Etat organisé assume à l’égard des étrangers. C’est un principe fondamental du droit- des gens. Par ailleurs, les biens des Japonais, qu’il s’agit de protéger, découlent, en partie au moins, du développement des traités économiques.Il semble bien que l’idée de M. Briand soit de donner en fait satisfaction aux désirs des Japonais en laissant seulement aux Chinois une satisfaction de forme. Mais la formule envisagée ne semble pas répondre très exactement à l’intention. Elle est juste assez vague pour permettre toutes les équivoques.Il n’apparaît pas que la délégation japonaise puisse accepter le projet tel qu’il est ; en tout cas, elle devrait demander des instructions à Tokio et il faudrait attendre la réponse avant d’aborder la rédaction d’un projet de résolution.Voilà le bilan de l’activité du côté de la Société des nations. Mais, en marge de la Société des nations, il y a le général Dawes qui est loin de rester inactif. L’ambassadeur des Etats-Unis à Londres s’est entretenu avec le représentant de la Chine, le docteur Sze. Il a reçu aussi la visite de l'ambassadeur du Japon a Londres, M. Matsu daira. «i»ui est peut-être le facteur le plus impor- " tant de la négociation du côté japonais. Ce diplomate est allé également rendrevisite à sir John Simon. x/ L’idée des Anglais et des Américain*paraît être de tâcher de faire aboutir li combinaison des deux négociations pa- . rallèles : une négociation pour le règlement des différends politiques et une négociation sur l’évacuation^Le. gouvernement japonais n’a rien fait,encore qui permette de penser qu’il dofihe son adhésion à cette solution. —

Saint-Brice.

I
«
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LE CONFLIT 
SINO-JAPONAIS 

Sécurité et respect des traités 
Tel fat hier, le sujet des discussion*

De haut en bas : Sir John Simon 
(Angleterre) et M. de Bülow 

(Allemagne) arrivant au Quai-d'Orsay, Discussions abstraites que celles auxquelles, soit en séance privée, soit au cours de conversations particulières, sa sont livrés, hier, les membres du conseil de la S.D.N. et, toujours activement et utilement secondés dans les coulisses par le général Dawes, l’« observateur » américain.• D’ailleurs, on peut dire, sans aucune ironie, que l’importance indéniable dé• ces nouveaux échanges de vues est .en

Pourquoi, demandera-t-on, le texte en question avait-il contenté tout le monde ?t II avait contenté tout le monde pour la bonne raison qu’il y était clairement spécifié que la fin de*  l'occupation” en Mandchourie devait dépendre et de la sécurité et du respect des- traités.-A ce moment-là, Nankin avait fait diren< oui », parce que l’on ne voit pas comment il aurait été à même d’affirmer officiellement son intention de répudier les traitésD’autre part, le gouvernement japonais n'avait aucun motif de repousser une. « résolution » qui lui apportait les garanties nécessaires.C’est donc plus tard que les difficultés, sont venues. Elles sont venues précisément dès l’instant où le conseil, désirant aller vite en besogne et ne se souciant, selon le droit, Que de la fin de l’occupation, a pensé qu’il était préférable d’escamoter du concept « sécuri- ; té ». le respect des traités, ce dernier ’ point promettant de donner lieu à des • pourparlers interminables (projet du 24 février et qui a obtenu le sort que l’on sait).On aperçoit ainsi la marche arrière que le^tônséîT. à, l’instigation de M. Briand, de M. écialôja et de Sir John Simon, s’apprête à exécuter avec toute la discrétion nécessaire. Au demeurant, nous indiquerons franchement qu’il y a déjà eu, dans ce sens, un très net commencement d’exécution. A M. Matsudeira, ambassadeur du Japon à Londres- et qui collabore présentement à Paris avec M- Yoshizawa, le général Dawes a, dès hier soir, exposé les nouvelles directives du conseil.« Là' sécurité et le respect des traités sont choses étroitement liées, associées, aurait déclaré l’« observateur » des Etats-Unis à son éminent interlocuteur. Partant de ce principe, il « nous » importe maintenant de savoir quels sont exactement les traités que vous entendez invoquer. Donnez-nous, à ce sujet, les indications indispensables. Ensuite, 
nous aviserons. »Du côté chinois, voyons la réaction : Te docteur Sze va certainement soutenir que certains des contrats auxquels les JSJJongîs se réfèrent ont été signés dans ,dês conditions spéciales.A quoi, du reste, on peut répondre en disant que ces traités n’en existent pas moins, puisque, durant quelques années, :1a Chine les a respectés. ITelle est la situation. Mais la solu-l 
tfôn du conflit demandera encore du! temps et beaucoup de patience.

fonction directe de leur caractère abs- ’ trait'.-Aux animateurs de la négociation' actuelle n’rcpartient-il pas. en effet, de trouver, de mettre sur pied une formule d'aeçord • assez souple, mais aussi assez juste pour satisfaire à la fois Genève, le Japon et la Chine, pour n humilier personne, j)lus exactement.Or, rm tel résultat ne saurait être ob- tem^'qù’à une condition essentielle. Et cette- condition, là voici : Il faut absolument. que le conseil, loin de s’attarder au.x^cdftséquençes; à l’interprétation de la te résolution » votée à Genève le 24 octobre' dernier, celle qui fixait, par consequent, un- - délai strict- dans” la forme/a l’évacuation du territoire chinois par Tokio. celle, enfin,qui « tombe» irrémédiablement du fait que les Japonais . ne-. l’ont pas acceptée, revienne, bon-gré, mal gré, à son point de départ, en ü'àStres termes, il.absolument quelle-conseil revienne a son texte du 30 septembre qui, on s’en souvient, avait été à l’unanimité de ses membres, les représentants de la Chine et du Japon y compris.
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LE CONFLIT S1NO-JAPONA1S

LEBOHSEILBELHS.DJ- 
s’est réuni hier 

en séance privée
Il attend, avant la réunion de ce matin, 

• certaines précisions *

Le communiqué qu’on lira d autre 
part, publié à l’issue de la séance 
privée tenue hier matm par le Con
seil de la Société des Nations, expose 
que ledit Conseil s’est ajourné à au
jourd’hui 11 heures, dans l’attente 
« de certaines précisions qui ont été 
demandées »,

Demandées à qui ?
Apparemment au Japon,
Depuis des semaines, en effet, 

celui-ci, à toutes les propositions 
qu’on lui fait ou qu’on lui transmet 
touchant les garanties de sécurité en 
Mandchourie ou la reconnaissance 
par la Chine de certains droits qu’il 
prétend tenir des « traités » — des
quels ? car ils sont très nombreux, — 
répond régulièrement que ces propo
sitions sont insuffisantes.

Or à ceux qui allèguent que la 
formule de « l’exécution des traités », 
dont le Japon a fait son cheval de 
bataille, est une «• formule vague », 
notre confrère Saint-Brice, du Jour
nal, assurait l’autre jour que « le J a-? 
pon ne serait certainement pas em
barrassé pour la.préciser ».

C’est justement ce qu’on lui de
mande de faire.

Mais comment le Japon ne se sen
tirait-il pas encouragé dans une atti
tude d’intransigeance par le ton de 
certaine presse française ou anglaise ?

Il y a des gens, répétons-le, qui 
agissent exactement comme s’ils sou
haitaient voir le conflit s’aggraver.

La raison ? Un journal financier ne 
nous la fournit-il pas, qui écrivait le 
13 novembre :

« Il semble que les entreprises in- 
dochinoisès aient beaucoup plus à 
gagner qu'à perdre à une extension 
du conflit japonais: Les guerres 
n'ont jamais enrichi les belligérants, 
mais elles ont toujours très large
ment profité aux pays voisins, qui 
y trouvent une excellente occasion 
de se ménager des débouchés abon
dants et rémunérateurs, »

11 est vrai qu’on pouvait lire dans) 
le même numéro cet effarant corn- ' 
mentaire sur la « bonne tenue » de 1 
certaines valeurs : |

« Les entreprises d'armements ira- ! 
vaillant pour la Défense nationale1 
tournent à plein. Cette situation 
s'explique parfaitement par l'immi
nence de la Conférence du désarme
ment de février prochain, les Etats 
ayant intérêt, en effet, à s'armer au 
maximum, puisqu'on ne désarme 
jamais que sur la base acquise.

a Dans cet ordre d'idées, Hotch
kiss est particulièrement favorisé. 
Les achats discrets dont bénéficie le 
titre depuis un certain temps lais
sent entrevoir une hausse sensible > 
des cours à brève échéance. »

■ Avec une guerre immédiate en| 
I Extrême-Orient, la hausse devien- 
Idrait vite, n’est-ce pas? une vertigi- 
■ neuse ascension.
I Et il n’est pas jusqu’à un grand] 
■ quotidien de province, le Journal dul 
■ Haüre, .qui n’écrive : I
I « Toute question de sentimentalité I 
I mise à part, cette guerre, on ne I I saurait le nier, pourrait ramener l 
I la prospérité par la consommation I 
I qu'elle susciterait. » I
ryxOn raisonnait déjà comme cela au I 
■ moment de ces guerres balkaniques ! 
■ dont la dernière fut... la guerre de| 
■ j9I4.
I Mais quand on affirmera devant] 
H ■ Il I il
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LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS 

LE GOMSHL BE LI S.I.I. 
s’est réuni hier 

en séance privée
Il attend, avant la réunion de ce matin, 

• certaines précisions *
Le communiqué qu’on lira d autre 

part, publié à 1 issue de la séance 
privée tenue hier matin par le Con
seil de la Société des Nations, expose 
que ledit Conseil s’est ajourné à au
jourd’hui I l heures, dans I attente 
« de certaines précisions qui ont été 
demandées ».

Demandées à qui ?
Apparemment au Japon.
Depuis des semaines, en effet, 

celui-ci, à toutes les propositions 
qu’on lui fait ou qu on lui transmet 
touchant les garanties de sécurité en 
Mandchourie ou la reconnaissance 
par la Chine de certains droits qu’il 
prétend tenir des « traités » — des
quels ? car ils sont très nombreux, — 
répond régulièrement que ces propo
sitions sont insuffisantes.

Or à ceux qui allèguent que la 
formule de « l’exécution des traités », 
dont le Japon a fait son cheval de 
bataille, est une « formule vague », 
notre confrère Saint-Brice, du Jour
nal, assurait l’autre jour que « le Ja
pon ne serait certainement pas em
barrassé pour la. préciser ».

C’est justement ce qu’on lui de
mande de faire.

£

Mais comment le Japon ne $e sen*  
tirait-il pas encouragé dans une atti
tude d'intransigeance par le ton de 
certaine presse française ou anglaise ?

Il y a des gens, répétons-le, qui 
agissent exactement comme s’ils sou
haitaient voir le conflit s aggraver.

La raison ? Un journal financier ne 
nous la fournit-il pas, qui écrivait le 
13 novembre :

« Il semble que les entreprises In
dochinois ë s aient beaucoup plus à 
gagner qu'à perdre à une extension 
du conflit japonais. Les guerres 
n'ont jamais enrichi les belligérants, 
mais elles ont 'toujours très large
ment profité aux pays voisins, qui 
K trol^L^L^^^M»sion 
Les acnats discretsaont bénéficié le 
titre depuis un certain temps lais-

2 sent entrevoir une hausse sensible ;
| des cours à brève échéance, »

Avec une guerre immédiate en 
.ja Extrême-Orient, la hausse devien- 

. > Idrait vite, n’est-ce pas? une vertigi-
Dpeuse ascension.

E*  il n’est pas jusqu’à un grand 
h quotidien de province, le Journal du 
.. Havre, qui n’écrive :

« Toute question de sentimentalité 
mise à part, celte guerre, on ne 
saurait le nier, pourrait ramener 
la prospérité par la consommation 
qu'elle susciterait. »

On raisonnait déjà comme cela au 
moment de ces guerres balkaniques 
dont la dernière fut... la guerre de 

^_J9I4.
Mais quand on affirmera devant ■ 

^^Hvous qu'en l'affaire actuelle, le Ja-M 
pon « représente la civilisation 
vous saurez désormais ce que ça veut^B 
dire.

Jean Plot
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de construire un chemin de fer de Kaïnei à Kirin.• C’est enfin le traité de 1915 qui, sur vingt et une demandes adressées à la ! Chine par le cabinet de Tokio, faisait droit à sept d’entre elles, et dont le gouvernement chinois, bien qu’il ait été signé et ratifié, voudrait aujourd’hui contester la validité.Nous avons signalé hier que c’était là le point essentiel du différend actuel et nous avons montré le précédent fâcheux que risquerait de créer l’admission de cette ' prétention chinoise ou même le renvoi de la question à un arbitrage, fût-ce celui çle la Cour de la Haye.

From the Embassy at Faris.

xtract from LE 3 ETIT 1E\.RISI?EN, November 18, 1931

LE CONFLIT S I NO-JAPON AIS
aiiiiiiiiiiiimiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimtiiiiiimiiiiimiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiuimiiiuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiimmiiiiiiimiiii

Le conseil de la S. D. N. a tenu hier 
une séance secrète en l’absence des parties
Des précisions demandées à 
la délégation japonaise con
cernant le cinquième point 
de ses revendications fon
damentales ont été partiel
lement fournies, en fin d’a
près-midi, par ftj. Yoshizawa

à M. Aristide Briand
Les membres du conseil de la Société 

des nations autres que les représen
tants des parties, ont procédé, ce matin, 
à un échange de vues. Ils ont été d’ac
cord que, dans l’état actuel de la ques
tion et en vue d’obtenir certaines 
précisions qui ont été demandées, leur 
prochaine réunion n’aurait lieu que 
demain matin, à 11 heures.

Au cours de cette réunion, les mem
bres du conseil s’occuperont de fixer 
la date de la prochaine séance publique 
du conseil-Tel est le bref communiqué fait à la presse, au début de l’après-midi d’hier, à l’issue de la réunion secrète que les douze membres du conseil — Chine et Japon non compris — venaient de tenir, de 11 h. 45 à 12 h. 45, au Quai d’Orsay.La convocation adressée dans la matinée à chacun des intéressés les priait simplement, au nom du président, de venir prendre part, au ministère des Affaires étrangères, à « un échange de vues >. S’il y eut effectivement échange de vues — auquel participèrent d’ailleurs principalement le secrétaire d’Etat britannique au Foreign Office, sir John Simon, et le délégué de l’Italie, M. Scialoja, — la plus grande partie de la séance fut, comme lundi, occupée par un exposé de M. Briand.Lorsque avait pris fin, la veille, la précédente réunion privée, le ministre français avait successivement reçu, dans son cabinet, les représentants des deux gouvernements aux prises : M. Yoshizawa et le Dr Sze. Au cours de ces entretiens, il n’avait pas seulement fait appel à leur esprit de conciliation, mais il s’était efforcé de faire préciser par chacun d’eux leurs points de désaccord et les propositions concrètes qu’ils seraient prêts à formuler pour faire disparaître ces divergences. Le ministre français des Affaires étrangères, dont tous les efforts tendent, on le voit, à circonscrire de plus en plus les causes de mésentente, désirait, naturellement, mettre ses collègues au courant de ces conversations et de leurs résultats.Ces derniers, autant que nous en pouvons juger par ce qui nous a été rapporté, étant plutôt;, maigres et les précisions fournies par les intéressés plutôt Insuffisantes. M. Briand suggéra dé demander notamment à la délégation japonaise d’exposer en détail les revendications qu’englobe le cinquième point fondamental mis en avant par le gouvernement de Tokio dans sa déclaration du 26 octobre. Ce cinquième point a trait, on le sait, au < respect des droits concédés au Japon 
par les traités en Mandchourie >. Les merfibres présents du conseil ont estimé avec leur président, dont ils ont pleinement approuvé l’initiative, que cette formule était vraiment trop vague et qu’il convenait de faire indiquer exactement de quels traités il s’agit.Ce point fixé, ils ont été d’avis, toujours avec M. Briand, que si, parmi ces traités, certains ne sont pas sans liaison avec les questions de sécurité qui font l’objet des quatre premiers points I fondamentaux japonais, au sujet desquels il ne saurait y avoir de divergences de vues sérieuses, certains autres, en revanche, pouvaient avoir trait à des questions — d’ordre économique ou politique, par exemple — n’ayant que des rapports extrêmement lointains avec les garanties que le cabinet de Tokio peut légitimement I réclamer comme condition du retrait de ses troupes. Il est évident que certains droits Cordre économique n’ont rien à voir avec la protection des biens et des ressortissants japonais et que ce serait compliquer singulièrement les choses que de laisser à ce point élargir le débat.Ainsi donc, ce sont ces explications que M. Yoshizawa a été, peu après, prié de donner au conseil dans l’espoir,

M. Lerroux
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From the liabassy at Faris.

xtract from LE PATIT PARISIEN, November 18, 1931

Le conseil de la S. D. N. a tenu hier
une séance secrète en l’absence des parties
Des précisions demandées à 
la délégation japonaise con
cernant le cinquième point 
de ses revendications fon
damentales ont été partiel
lement fournies, en fin d’a
près-midi, par 1VJ. Yoshizawa 

à M. Aristide Briand

M. Lerrouxve- 45,la les

Les membres du conseil de la Société 
des nations autres que les représen
tants des parties, ont procédé, ce matin, 
à un échange de vues. Us ont été d’ac
cord que, dans l’état actuel de la ques
tion et en vue d’obtenir certaines 
précisions qui ont été demandées, leur 
prochaine réunion n’aurait lieu que 
demain matin, à H heures.

Au cours de cet*e  réunion, les mem
bres du conseil s’occuperont de fixer 
la date de la prochaine séance publique 
du conseil-Tel est le bref communiqué fait à la presse, au début de l’après-midi d’hier, à l’issue de la réunion secrète que les douze membres du conseil — Chine et Japon non compris — n aient de tenir, de 11 h. 45 à 12 h. au Quai d’Orsay.La convocation adressée dans matinée à chacun des intéressés priait simplement, au nom du président, de venir prendre part, au ministère des Affaires étrangères, à « un échange de vues ». S’il y eut effectivement échange de vues — auquel participèrent ’ d’ailleurs principalement le secrétaire d’Etat britannique au Foreign Office, sir John Simon, et le délégué de l’Italie, M. Scialoja, — la plus grande partie de la séance fut, comme lundi, occupée par un exposé de M. Briand.Lorsque avait pris fin, la veille, la précédente réunion privée, le ministre français avait successivement reçu, dans son cabinet, les représentants des deux gouvernements aux prises : M. Yoshizawa et le Dr Sze. Au cours de ces entretiens, il n’avait pas seulement fait appel à leur esprit de conciliation. mats il. s'était efforcé de faire les choses qu^ Je laisser à ce point élargir le débat. ’Ainsi donc, ce sont ces explications j que M. Yoshizawa a été, peu après, j prié de donner au conseil dans l’espoir, | fondé d’ailleurs, non seulement de J restreindre davantage encore le champ I des divergences, mais d’accroître, par i là-même, les chances de rapproche-1 ment entre les deux parties. Le cheff de la délégation japonaise, dont | M. Briand reconnaissait lundi qu’il | l’avait toujours trouvé prêt à lui four- E nir les éclaircissements désirables, n’a F pas tardé à répondre à l’appel qui luil j était adressé. Dès 18 heures, il était IJ au Quai d’Orsay et, au cours d’une | conversation de qu-r^ate-cinq minutes, | donnait au ministre français, à peine*  rentré de la Chambre, quelques-unes J] des précisions souhaitées. JCes précisions concernent tout par-f ticulièrement les traités concédant aui Japon des droits en Mandchourie etr dont Tokio réclame la stricte exécution ! comme condition du repli de ses [ troupes d’occupation dans la zone du chemin de fer soumise à leur contrôle. Ces traités, nous assure-t-on, ne sont qu’au nombre de trois. C’est d’abord 

le traité du 22 décembre 1905 et le 
protocole de Pékin d’avril 1906 qui y I est attaché, le premier transférant au Japon les droits que possédait la Russie — avant sa guerre malheureuse avec les Japonais et la paix de Portsmouth qui en fui la conclusion — sur la presqu’île de Liao-Tôung et le che- min de fer de Tchang-Tchoun à Port- Arthur, le second réglant toute une série de questions relatives à ce che- min de fer, appelé plus tard Sud- Mandchourien, et interdisant notam- nient à la Chine la construction ^B d’aucune grande ligne voisine et parai- lèle susceptible par suite de nuire à ses intérêts.C’est ensuite le traité du 4 septem- ^B 

bre 1909, dit traité de Chientao, qui ^B ouvrait aux étrangers, et en particu-^B lier aux Japonais, la région voisine de ^B la frontièiv, coréenne et accordait au ^B Japon, outre certains droits de protec- ^B tion pour ses ressortissants, le droit ^B

de construire un chemin de fer de Kaïnei à Kirin.• C’est enfin le traité de 1915 qui, sur vingt et une demandes adressées à la Chine par le cabinet de Tokio, faisait droit à sept d’entre elles, et dont le gouvernement chinois, bien qu’il ait été signé et ratifié, voudrait aujourd’hui contester la validité.Nous avons signalé hier que c’jétait là le point essentiel du différend actuel et nous avons montré le précédent fâcheux que risquerait de créer l’admission de cette ' prétention chinoise ou même le renvoi de la question à un arbitrage, fût-ce celui de la Cour de la Haye.
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Japon 
de cetOn comprendra que le

cien Dalny)» qu la concession
du Sud-Mhndchourien et du chemin de 
fer=«sîS-.£
nie?’metUSdans la Mandchourie du 
"mais même dans la Mongo «

s“a. “ s“X
dont % reconnaissance Peut rMsonna-

—T A cet égard nous croyons 
savoir quelle chef du
iXOvernementqde Tokio - a réservé ; 
Æ» est clair qu’uni 
léger°progrès a été ainsit accomph et

nombreuTes conversations P“^euhè-

M Mattude'ira et le général Dawes et 
à 17 heures à l’ambassade de Grande ^re” M. Matsudeira et sir John 
X^^-P'a&uon...
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Extract from LE POPULAIRE, November 18, 1931

LA GUERRE EN MANDCHOURIE

LE CONSEIL DE LA S. D. N. 
SE REUNIRA AUJOURD’HUI 
pour fixer sa prochaine 

séance publique
Hier, les membres du Conseil 

ont converse en l’absence des parties 
intéresséesOu cause dans les coulisses. Sir Eric Drummond, le secrétaire général de la S.D.N., voit les uns et voit les autres. M Aristide Briand écoute le Chinois et écoute le Japonais. Le général ; Dawes qui représente les Etats-Unis et sir John Simon, qui dirige depuis peu de semaines le Foreign Office à Londres, étudient les dossiers et s’entretiennent avec les « techniciens » des ! questions asiatiques.Personne ne saura dire ce qui se passera à la prochaine séance publique du Conseil qui doit être fixée ce matin, en séance privée.

Le représentant ** la Chine, le Dr 
Alfred Sze, se déclare prêt à accepter le 
renvoi des questions litigieuses devant 
la Cour de La Haye. Il n'a pas manqué 
de le dire au général Dawes et à Sir 
John Simon, qui essayeront sans doute 
d'amener le Japon à imiter cet exemple.

Mais en attendant, les trois ambas
sadeurs japonais, qui représentent le 
gouvernement de Tokio dans les négo
ciations, qui ont lieu sous l'auspice du 
Conseil de la S. D. N., ne paraissent 
manifester nulle envie d’alT&T' devant 
la Cour de La Haye — qui est cependant présidé actuellement par un juge japonais — pour savoir si les « accords » sino-japonais de 1905 concernant les chemins de fer mandchous, ; doivent être, considérés comme juridiquementTokio le pacte général rent nullement se battre 1 Mais on se bat !Le moment viendra où le Conseil, dans son ensemble» se verra obligé de

valables.déclare « vouloir respecter » Briand-Kellogg ! Nankin et le Ma déclarent qu’ils ne dési-

La foule devant le ministère 
des Affaires étrangères,faire des propositions concrètes. Il est compréhensible qq’il fasse encore un effort pour rapprocher les points de vue de la Chine et du Japon avant de fixer, devant l’opinion publique mondiale, les ■ responsabilités incombant aux uns ou ■aux autres. En dernier lieu, il ne pour- ■ ra cependant pas esquiver ce devoir ■ primordial.
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LE DOCTEUR SZE 
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/jî i1 f II.1 ■/cm e journée de la session du 
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qui 
beaucoup

s.ilésits et réunions privées 
pas. jusqu'à present,

dois cl iiiDnip... car plus d'un obser
vateur imlreroit, avec pessimisme et 
douh'iir. Un échec pmir la S. D. V. au 
bout de t'Hdrs ces néyociatioils.

Telle est L'atirmsphère, du moins jus-

iiltri-stec portent déjà, sans i/raïut emi- 
p tastes espoirs 
•rvention de l'or-qu'inait fait nadr> ttri 

ijanisme lie hriirr-1.
l'ummr il ne semble 

trancher !<• rimlllt pur 
sions d'iiutordé — ou
dçrant lesquelles chacun

plus possible de 
une de ers déei-

s'incline, la 
pi inripalc pré'ocrupation, ainsi que nous 
le disions hier, esl mainteiidid de « sau: 
t er la l'are >• e! de permeltre au.r partis
t u cause (le 
i/it*  qui. tout

I '(‘si pOUrqlloi l'on.
Si’il, le 
réunion

SI/-demi

m n'ayaid rien réf/té, aura, 
ari’amjé quelque chose.

h>pié, tnt ( on-

il est p</ssible de 
ou de se repren

dre, sans, s'exposer r,.-- commentaires 
d’uniQ opinion, publique pmu apte, sou- 
rcnl, à saisir les nuances de. certaines

- Pour (pû lira arec attention le coin-' 
muntqué officiel d'hier, un' membre de 
phrase merde de retenir l’attention * 
c’est celui ou il est dit que. .*<  certaines 
précisions ont été de mandées. »
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From the 'Embassy at Paris.

Extract from LE TEWS, November 18, 1931.

LA SOCIÉTÉ DES NATIONS ET LE DIFFÉREND SINO JAPON AISLe conseil de la Société des nations s’est réuni hier dans les conditions prévues pour procéder à un nouvel examen du différend sino-japonais. Cette première séance publique a été consacrée à l’exposé du président en exercice, M. Briand, puis il a été décidé d’avoir recours à des réunions privées et à des conversations particulières avant d’aborder le fond du problème dans une nouvelle séance publique.Cette mélhode....offreEes avantages. Il est certain que moins on discutera publiquement des questions aussi .délicates que celles dont dépend un accord sino-japonais, plus sûrement on facilitera l’évolution nécessaire de l’attitude prise par deux gouvernements très préoccupés l’un et l’autre de sauver la face pour leurs deux politiques et qui redoutent les réactions dans leurs pays respectifs d’une opinion fort excitée à propos des événements de Mandchourie. La méthode des conversations particulières convient tout particulièrement pour user les résistances, tout en ménageant l’ambur-propre de chacun et préparer ainsi le terrain à un honnête compromis. C’est dans ce sens que doit travailler le conseil de la Société des nations et non pas, comme le voudraient certains, en précisant la-menace d’une intervention qu’il serait d’ailleurs pratiquement impossible d’exécuter avec succès.M. Briand a fait le point dans son exposé en constatant que des cinq conditions fondamentales fixées par le Japon pour un règlement avec la Chine, quatre se trouvent inscrites dans la résolution du conseil du 24 octobre, la cinquième seule restant en discussioni Cette dernière est celle de 'la confirmation formelle par la Chine des traités existants, notamment du traité de 1915. Or, d’une communication faite par le représentant de la Chine, au nom de son gouvernement, lors de la précédente session du conseil, il résulte que la Chine affirme sa volonté de respecter les traités, ainsi que l’exige d’ailleurs l’engagement général qu’elle a pris en entrant à la Société des nations. Y a-t-il là un biais de nature à faciliter un accord? Le Japon voudra sans doute obtenir une confirmation plus directe et plus précise. Quant à savoir si un recours à l’arbitrage est possible dans le cas actuel, comme on le suggère de. différents côtés, la question est très délicate!Il ne serait pas sans inconvénient, à un point de vue général, d’admettre que l’on pût se prononcer par simple voie d’arbitrage sur la validité de traités signés et ratifiés par les puissances qui y sont parties. Le précédent serait dangereux. En raison du désordre politique qui règne en Chine, de la campagne anti japonaise qui s’y développe et des excès en Mandchourie et à Tien-Tsin d’éléments sans responsabilités mais encouragés à toutes les violences contre les Nippons, on comprend parfaitement que le Japon réclame de la Chine l’engagement formel de respecter les traités par lesquels des droits spéciaux lui ont été reconnus en Mandchourie. ____C’est là évidemment le point sur lequel l’accord sera le plus difficile à réaliser, l’opinion publique au Japon ne permettant pas au gouvernement. de Tokio de transiger Sur le principe de la confirmation des traités et l’état des esprits en Chine rendant très difficile aü gouvernement de Nankin de souscrire à cette condition. Les conversations particulières qui ont lieu actuellement permettront-elles de trouver un terrain d’entente? On veut l’espérer. M. Briand et sir John Simon s’y employent activement et il est certain que le général Dawes, bien que s’en tenant scrupuleusement à son rôle d’observateur,

usera de toute l’influence des Etats-Unis pour faciliter la conciliation. Ce_qu’on peut tenir pour acquis, c’est que personne ne songe à engager le conseil de la Société dans une voie où il se heurterait à coup sûr à l’opposition irréductible du Japon, avec, comme -conséquence possible, la retraite de cette puissance de l’institution internationale de Genève. Le conseil a été saisi du différend sino-japonais en vertu de l’article il du pacte qui dit que « toute guerre ou menace de guerre, qu’elle affecte directement ou non l’un des membres de la Société, intéresse la Société tout entière et que celle-ci doit prendre les mesures propres à sauvegarder efficacement la paix des nations ». La tâche , du conseil consiste donc uniquement à sauve- I garder la paix et il ne saurait être question d’étendre son intervention en invoquant les stipulations de l’article 15 du pacte.L’impression existe que, du côté chinois, on a laissé se compliquer la situation parce qu’on y attendait de l’initiative du conseil de la Société des nations plus que celle-ci ne peut raisonnablement donner et parce qu’on y espérait que le conseil exercerait sur le Japon une telle ! pression que le gouvernement de Tokio devrait céder devant la menace d’un recours à des mesures extraordinaires. Ceux qui ont encouragé, la Chine dans de telles illusions sont responsables en grande partie des difficultés avec lesquelles on se trouve aux prises actuellement. A aucun moment le conseil de la Société des nations n’a orienté son action dans ce sens; pas * un instant, il n’a songé à sortir du rôle qui doit ' être le sien aux termes de l’article It du pacte, rôle tout de conciliation, de tact et de mesure, ayant pour objet non pas de généraliser un conflit de caractère purement local en provoquant l’intervention de tierces puissances, mais d’empêcher qu’un tel différend ne dégénère en guerre déclarée et de favoriser son règlement pacifique par l’ouverture de négociations di= rectes entre les deux parties en cause-| Les violents incidents de ces dernières se- I maines semblent bien avoir été provoqués dans 5 le desein de placer le conseil devant une situa- | lion de fait nouvelle, lui imposant de prendre I! d’autres mesures que celles prises jusqu’ici et qui n’ont pas produit tous les effets qu’on en' attendait. Du moins est-on porté à penser que . c’est dans ce sens que d’aucuns ont voulu exploiter les événements de Mandchourie avec toutes les menaces de guerre sino-japonaise et de complications russo-japonaises qu’ils pouvaient comporter. Le conseil de la Société des nations ne se laissera pas égarer par ces ma- ! nœuvres obliques et saura s’en tenir aux réalités avec lesquelles il faut toujours compter siI on veut pratiquer une politique de paix vérita- ! blement féconde. La réalité la plus certaine, la plus évidente ici, c’est que le Japon tient des traités des droits spéciaux en Mandchourie, droits qu’il n’abandonnera pas, et que le règlement de son différend avec la Chine doit donc s’adapter équitablement au respect de ces droits ; comme à l’engagement pris par le gouverne- | ment dè Tokio d’évacuer les localités chinoises encore occupées dès que la sécurité des ressortissants nippons y sera garantie. Il ne doit pas être impossible de trouver une solution de la crise sur ces bases, et maintenant que l’on a le ! sentiment que le conseil de la Société des nations ne poussera pas pte~10in son interven- I tion que ne le lui commande l’article il du pacte, il est probable qu’on sera davantage disposé à la conciliation du côté chinois. Les excuses présentées par le commandant des troupes chinoises à Tien-Tsin au commandant des forces nippones dans cette ville pour, les actes , d’hostilité commis contre la concession japo- d naise et la nouvelle que le général Ma TchangChan serait disposé à souscrire aux conditions du général japonais Honjo pour mettre fin aux hostilités dans la région de la rivière Nonni constituent des indications intéressantes sous ce rapport.
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Extract from ACTUALITES, November 19, 1931.

La Mandchourie moderne
Par M A LE PAGEAu moment où le Conseil de la Société des Nations est réuni à Paris pour rechercher, une fois de plus, les moyens d’apaiser le conflit sino- japonais, il n’est pas sans intérêt de connaître la situation exacte de la Mandchourie moderne, au double point de vue politique et économique.Il faut, tout d’abord, rappeler que la Mandchourie, dans le cours de l’histoire chinoise, a eu constamment un sort distinct de celui de la Chine proprement dite ; c’était un territoire tributaire, habité par une population spéciale et jouissant d’une sorte d’autonomie, sous l’autorité de gouverneurs d’origine mandchoue.Le traité de Shimonoseki (17 avril 1895), qui mit fin à la guerre sino-japonaise, céda au Japon la presqu’île de Liaotoung, au Sud de la province de Moukden ; mais, sur l’intervention de la Russie, j le Japon dut renoncer à cette cession. En 1896, la Chine concédait à la Russie le droit de construire ' en Mandchourie le chemin de fer de l’Est-Chinois. En 1898, elle lui donnait à bail, pour une durée de vingt-cinq ans, l’extrémité de la presqu’île de Liaotoung (Dalny-Dairen et Port-Arthur).Le traité de Portsmouth, qui mit fin à la guerre russo-japonaise (5 septembre 1905), céda au Japon, sous réserve du consentement de la Chine, le bail de la presqu’île de Liaotoung ainsi que le chemin de fer de Changchun à Port-Arthur (Chemin de Fer Sud-Mandchourien). Le 22 décembre 1905, un traité sino-japonais donna le consentement de la Chine à ces cessions. En 1915, un nouveau traité intervint entre la Chine et le Japon, qui avait exigé certaines améliorations à son statut en Mandchourie. C’est ainsi, notamment, que le bail de la presqu’île de Liaotoung et la concession du Chemin de Fer Sud-Mandchourien furent portés à 99 ans et que les ressortissants japonais obtinrent le droit de résider, de faire du commerce et d’exploiter des entreprises agricoles ou industrielles en Mandchourie du Sud. Tel est, en résumé, le point de départ de l’action du Japon en Mandchourie.Lorsque le Japon y prit pied, cette grande province, dont la superficie égale environ celles de la France et de l’Italie réunies, était fort pauvre, habitée par une population clairsemée, manquait de moyens de communications et l’industrie y était à peu près inexistante.Depuis 1905, la population a presque doublé et s’élève actuellement à 29.200.000 habitants. La densité de la population qui est de 76 par mille carré, hors de la zone japonaise, atteint, dans cette zone 875 par mille carré.Le développement des voies ferrées a été particulièrement rapide ; alors qu’en Chine il m’a été construit, depuis 1877, que 8.320 kilomètres de chemins de fer, il a été établi en Mandchourie, depuis 1897, 5.920 kilomètres, dont 1.750 de chemins de fer sino-russes, 1.104 de chemins de fer japonais, 140 de chemins de fer sino-japonais et 2.880 de chemins de fer chinois.

Le port de Dairen, qui a coûté 68 millions de yen (816 millions de francs), est devenu le second port d’Extrême-Orient; le mouvement y a été en 1929 de 8.211 navires, totalisant 14 millions de tonnes, avec un commerce de 508 millions de yen (6 milliards de francs).Les richesses minières ont été systématiquement exploitées: les mines de charbon de Fushun et Tentai produisent environ 30.000 tonnes par jour; les mines de fer de Penhsihu et d’Anshan permettent de produire annuellement 250.000 tonnes de fonte. La production agricole a doublé au cours des quinze dernières années.Tous ces résultats sont démontrés clairement par les chiffres du commerce extérieur ; en 1907, les importations représentaient une valeur de 30 millions 685.000 taëls (valeur du taël en 1929 : 16 fr. 43) contre 22.042.000 taëls aux exportations ; la balance était donc déficitaire de plus de 8.500.000 taëls. En 1929, les importations se sont élevées à 329.604.000 taëls et les exportations à 425.661.000 taëls, ce qui représente un commerce total de 755.225.000 taëls au lieu de 52.727.000 en 1907 et une balance en excédent de 96 millions de taëls.Il est indiscutable que les progrès accomplis sont dus en grande partie aux Japonais qui, depuis vingt-cinq ans, ont investi en Mandchourie plus de 1.500 millions de yen, soit environ 21 milliards de francs. Ils ont puissamment contribué, notamment, au développement des voies ferrées et des ports, ainsi qu’à l’amélioration des conditions d’existence, par l’établissement*  d’adductions d’eau dans les villes, la création d’écoles et d’hôpitaux.Aussi l’immigration s’est-elle développée en Mandchourie, où les Chinois eux-mêmes viennent chaque année en nombre considérable ; c’est ce qui explique l’accroissement rapide de la population dans ces vingt dernières années. \De tout ce qui précède, il ressort nettement, que Mandchourie, grâce à l’activité japonaise, est\ en bonne voie de se moderniser et de parvenir au point de développement que doivent lui assurer ses richesses industrielles et agricoles. Cette transformation, si elle doit bénéficier en premier lieu au Japon, n’est pas sans importance pour les autres nations étrangères, dont certaines, comme l’Angleterre et les Etats-Unis, ont vu, en vingt ans, s’accroître dans des proportions considérables le chiffre de leur commerce avec la Mandchourie.On comprend mieux, dans ces conditions, que |e Japon, menacé par l’envahissement du désordre Chinois dans la province — peut-être avec la complicité des Soviets — et par une agitation anti- jdponaise allant jusqu’au « boycottage » des produits japonais, soit intervenu énergiquement pour sauvegarder, en même temps que les biens et la vie de ses ressortissants, l’avenir de l’œuvre économique entreprise pour moderniser la Mandchourie.
(( Actualités. ». /
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LA DETRESSE DU CONSEIL 
DE LA S.D.N.

Entre le Japon 
et la Chine 

l’abîme s’élargitIl importe d’enregistrer aussi exactement que possible les divagations du conseil de la Société des Na
tions aux prises avec l’affaire si no- japonaise, car ce qu’il fait et ce qu’il ne fait pas nous éclairent mieux que ;les plus savants raisonnements sur son incapacité et sa faiblesse. A coup isûr, des hommes intelligents se rencontrent autour de la table du conseil. Pris ensemble, ils ne sont qu’une niasse faible et moutonnière.A ceux qui éprouvent encore des doutes sur le fond de l’affaire, nous recommandons la lettre de Shanghaï publiée dans le numéro du 
Times du 18 novembre. Ils y verront, sur la foi d’un témoin averti, combien il est—absurde de considérer la Ghitae comme un pays organisé comparable aux autres pays qui députent à Genève. La Chine peut être une civilisation, une opinion publique et un mouvement nationaliste. Elle.-xst aussi une' anarchie et, quotidiennement, les gouvernements étrangers se reconnaissent le droit d’aviser par leurs propres forces à la défense de leurs nationaux. En ce moment même, ils contestent la prétention des ministres de Nankin de prendre sous leur autorité, à la date du 1er janvier, les concessions de SbanghaVEn ce moment même, ils entretiennent sur Je Yang-tsé-Kïang .dus- navires de, guerre et des corps -cfé" débarquement. Alors pourquoi parler et agir comme si, en Mandchourie, la Chine était àjmême de défendre les personnes et les biens japonais? La vérité est que la Chine n’est pas à sa jdace.daâ^lft-Elle 'n’a pas de frontières certaines, elle n’est pas capable d’exécuter ses obligations internationales. Elle ne figure dans l’assemblée et, à plus forte raison dans le conseil, que par une fiction.De cette erreur fondamentale, l’admission dans l’établissement genevois d’une Chine nébuleuse, provien-, nent les difficultés inextricables dans : lesquelles le conseil se débat aujou-r-, d’hui. Parce que la Chine siège dans , Ja Société des Nations, le conseil s’entête à lui appliquer des règles et des raisonnements qui répugnent àï ,1a nature des choses. Et le Japon, il va sans dire, n’accepte pas que la nature des choses soit violentée à son détriment.

Hier, en -séance dite secrète, M. (Yoshizawa, le représentant du gou-j yernement de Tokio, a établi: 1° Que les « cinq points fondamentaux » énoncés dans la note japonaise du 26 octobre n’étaient que de simples têtes de chapitres et que les chapitres seraient remplis au cours des pourparlers directs avec Nankin; 2a Que le Japon ne rappelerait ses soldats dans la zone du sud-mandchou- rien qu’une fois les traités en vigueur acceptés derechef par la Chine et qu’une fois donnée la preuve tangible que le gouvernement chinois est à même d’observer ses engagements.Ces déclarations très nettes de M. jYpshizaw’a ont .réduit à néant lès fragiles combinaisons édifiées par M. Briand sur les textes péniblement agencés par le Conseil, le 30 septembre et le 22 octobre. Quiconque, connaît l’état réel des affaires mands chouriennes ne pouvait attendre du Japon une autre attitude. • 1 •Dans la m.me séance, le délégué de la Chine, M. Sze, a, bien entendu, poussé le Conseil à poursuivre le •déroulement logique de la procédure et, puisque l’article 11 du Covenant (action du conseil pour arrêter des menaces de guerre) s’est révélé futile, à porter l’affaire sur le terrain de l’article 15 (règlement pacifique des conflits) et de l’article 16 qui édicte des sanctions. M. Sze n’a pas •encore demandé formellement l’application de ces deux articles, mails il a menacé de présenter, demain, une requête formelle. Chemin faisant, il a déclaré que son pays n’achèterait point l’évacuation des {troupes japonaises au prix du traité de 1915. ’ entre Japon etChine, l’abîme's’élargit.Quel part Eprendra le conseil ? Tl a trop sacrifié à la fiction pour revenir à la réalité et, d’autre part, continuer dans la voie où il est engagé est bien dangereux. Une démonstration pratique de la vanité des articles 15 et 16 assènerait à la Société le coup de grâce. Ne sachant à quel saint se vouer, le conseil, confirmant la décision prise, le matin même, dans une première séance, s'est simplement résolu à interroger M. Yoshizawa sur le sens des mots « sécurité effective » employés dans la note japonaise du 7 novembre, et M. Sze, sur le passage embrouillé relatif à l’observation des traités et à l’arbitrage qui se rencontre dans la note chinoise du 24 octobre, principal motif d’espérance de M. Briand. Gageons que les réponses de MM. Yoshizawa et Szp ne feront pas sensiblement avancer les chose.. ,Avant-hier soir, prenant en considération la détresse du Conseil, les délégués japonais ont proposé renvoi d’une commission d'enquête en Mandchourie. La commission serait calquée sur le modèle de la commission qui opéra dans les Indes britanniques, précisément sous la pré- t isidence de sir John Simon. Mais, en contre-partie, les Chinois devraient s’engager dans des pourparlers directs avec Tokï’O. De cette façonz Iq 
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■ Conseil pourrait clore une session pénible et s ajourner à des temps ' meilleurs. Le Conseil ne se sent pas encore mûr pour un tel dénouement. Peut-être s’y ralliera-t-il quand il aura, pendant quelques jours encore, donné du front suri tous les murs de l’impasse.
PERTINAX,
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Le secret de M. Briand
È~Ber’ il y a eu deux mois, que le Con- 
seil de la S.D.N., réuni actuellement 

' au Quai d’Orsay, a été saisi du conflit
sino-japonais. C’est le 1 7 septembre que 

le télégraphe lui a annoncé l’occupation de Mouk- 
den par les Japonais.

Depuis, sous la présidence de M. Briand et sur 
son initiative, les pompiers de Genève n’ont rien né
gligé pour attiser le feu en Extrême-Orient. Ils ont 
encouragé, par leur appui, la xénophobie chinoise, 
ec mis en jeu l’amour-propre national du Japon J 
par la publicité de leurs remontrances, ainsi quel 
jpar leur appel au concours des Etats-Unis. /

Il est vrai que, d’après le témoignage d’un des" 
hommes qui connaissent le mieux la ( line, 
M. Green, ancien rédacteur en chef du ^lorth 
China Daily News, qui vient de publier, dans le 
Daily Telegraph, une étude sur les armées chinoi
ses, celles-ci ont des titres sérieux aux faveurs de 
nos pacifistes. M. Green nous apprend que la Chine 
a plus de soldats sous les armes que n’importe 
quelle nation, leur total s’élevant au moins à deux 
millions et demi. Et leurs chefs méritent les sympa
thies de nos humanitaires, car, toujours, d’après le 
même témoin, ils imposent une discipline de fer et 
sont accompagnés de bourreaux toujours « prêts à 
s’acquitter de leur tâche immédiatement ». Cette 
justice sommaire flatte l’horreur de nos antimilita
ristes peur les conseils de guerre dont les généraux 
chinois ne s’embarrassent pas. Enfin, comme vient 
de l’écrire M. Stephmpr-'Eauzanne, prendre parti 
pour la Chine, c’est prendre parti pour la Russie 
soviétique.

Le militarisme, l’anarchie, la torture, les Soviets, 
la violation des traités, comment résister à tant d’at
traits, surtout quand on a pour idéal la paix par 
le droit, l’ordre par la douceur, le triomphe de la 
civilisation, l’observation des engagements interna
tionaux ? L’infidélité à de si nobles causes est d’au
tant plus enivrante qu’elles sont plus sacrées ; elle | 
prend un goût de profanation qui réjouit les plus 
blasés.

Tant de sadisme nous afflige dans notre sollici
tude pour la S.D.N.,et plus encore parce que, grâce 
à M. Briand, c’est la France qui*en  paie les frais. 
En dehors des raisons européennes qui comman
daient à ce grand Européen de ne pas favoriser la 
Chine, il y a’ des raisons plus spécifiquement fran
çaises de ne pas nous aliéner le Japon. Notre domi
nation en Indochine serait en péril si nous n’avions 
de bons rapports avec lui ; nos intérêts sont solidai
res des siens dans la question du désarmement na
val ; enfin, sa situation en Mandchourie, où les 
traités lui confèrent des droits spéciaux, est analogue 
à notre situation au Maroc. Si la propagande com
muniste y suscitait un autre Abd el Krim et nous 
imposait l’alternative de l’abdication ou de l’expé
dition, le précédent établi contre le Japon par 
M. Briand risquerait de se retourner contre nous, i 
Justement, les organes les plus autorisés de la • 
presse anglaise, le Times et le Morning Post, pro
clament le bon droit du Japon en Mandchourie, 
parce qu’il y possède des intérêts vitaux, garantis 
par traité, comparables aux intérêts de la Grande- 
Bretagne en Egypte.

Ces considérations élémentaires n’auront pas 
échappé à la sagacité de M. Briand. Mais, comme 
il préside le Conseil de la S.D.N., il est obligé de 
prendre un détour pour la torpiller et dégager l’en
seignement salutaire que ce désastre comporte à 
notre usage. Nationaliste méconnu, il a sacrifié 
l’institution à notre sécurité ; il a tout combiné pour 
que nos pacifistes les plus fanatiques comprennent 
la folie qu’il y aurait à placer la paix sous la pro
tection de Genève et se>«disent. : « Puisque après 
deux mois de palabres, la S. D. N. rç a fajt qn.SBr 
venimer les choses en Extrêffle-Orient. ou il ne s agit 
pourtant que dune opération de police, ce serait 
bien pis en Europe, le jour ou 1 Allemagne entre
prendrait la guerre totale. Deux mois, c est plus 
qu’il n’en faudrait à un Reich sur-arme pour en- vah r une France désarmée par l’idéologie gene- I 
iè. Il atteindrait les rives de la Bidassoa ak>» 
que. sur les bords du Léman, on délibérerait sur la 
déSnach°onnsdgré’ à*M greEd*d ’avoir. dans sa sa- 

Lwe et son patriotisme, adapté une 
|Ue du maréchal Lyautey. I "g“3,b‘aefe„ 

nifester la faiblesse de la S.D.N., afin ae n
I éviter l’emploi» s
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Le Conseil de la S.D.N. 
au point mort

Le Conseil de la Société des nations siège à huis clos, sans désemparer, mais il n’a abouti à aucun résultat dans l’affaire qui l’occupe. H^est au point mort, et tous les efforts tentés pour le sortir de i cette fâcheuse positioïTrestent vains. Dans un communiqué distribué lundi soir, on assurait qu’une séance publique aurait lieu incessamment. Or, aucune décision n’a été prise. On siégera encore ce 
। matin dans le secret. C’est dire que le conflit est I loin d’être réglé.Le Conseil a tenu deux séances dans la journée d’hier. La première a eu lieu le matin et n’a pas duré moins de deux heures. Les délégués de la Chine et du Japon n’y assistaient pas. Elle était destinée à permettre à M. Briand, sir John Simon et le général Dawes, de mettre leurs collègues au courant des entretiens 'qu’ils avaiéht eus avec les représentants des deux parties. Les divers orateurs ont, paraît-il, affirmé la volonté du Conseil do maintenir et d’assurer — mieux vaudrait dire de rétablir — l’autorité morale de la Ligue. Mais vouloir n’est pas toujours pouvoir, surtout lorsque de graves fautes ont été commises.L’après-midi, une nouvelle séance a eu lieu, qui a duré plus de trois heures. Elle a consisté en une !

। audition séparée des représentants du Japon et de ! la Chine. Aucun communiqué n’a été publié à l’issue de cette réunion. Nous savons cependant que des explications très précises ont été demandées à M. Yoshizawa sur les traités que le gouvernement de Tokio désire voir reconnaître par la Chine, avant de retirer ses troupes dans la zone du chemin de fer sud-mandchourien. M. Briand a tenté de faire une discrimination entre ces traités. 11 voudrait que le Japon exigeât seulement aujourd’hui la reconnaissance des pactes touchant à la sécurité des ressortissants nippons en Mandchourie. Ceux qui sont relatifs à des questions politiques ou économiques seraient réglés plus tard. M. Yoshizawa a vivement critiqué cette thèse. Le Ja- । pon demande la reconnaissance par la Chine de tous les traités qu’elle a signés et ratifiés. Il ne songe pas à faire dépendre le retrait de ses trou- pës d’ùfr Règlement détaillé de tous les problèmes qui divisent les deux pays. Il veut simplement un accord de principe, quitte à négocier ensuite.De son côté, le docteur Szé a exposé la thèse de son gouvernement. Il a débuté par une vigoureuse \ protestation contre la prise de la ville de Tsitsikar. | Puis il a abordé le fond du débat. La Chine reste ! sur ses positions, en ce sens qu’elle n’accepte pas de négocier sur les traités conclus par elle avec le Japon, aussi longtemps que les troupes nippones occuperont certains de ses territoires. Elle n’insiste plus cependant pour que la Cour de La Haye se prononce sur la validité de ces conventions. Ceci est dù à la ferme attitude de plusieurs puissances : elle n’entendent pas que des pactes en vigueur soient mis en discussion ; elles ne veulent pas que le gouvernement de Nankin s’élève, devant un tribunal international, contre tous les traités qu’il qualifie d’ « inégaux ». Ainsi, il suffit parfois de montrer un peu d’énergie envers la Chine pour la ramener à la raison. On aurait' dû s’en apercevoir plus tôt. Le conflit sino-japonais ne serait pas en l’état actuel.Somme toute, le Conseil ne parvient pas, mieux que précédemment, à mettre d’accord les deux par- tiés sur le point essentiel qui les divise, à savoir : l’éyâcuation des troupes nippones et la reconnaissance des droits japonais en Mandchourie. Il est bon que chacun sache au juste ce que peut la Société des Nations. Il y a quelques années, un haut fonctionnaire du secrétariat de Genève, cherchant , à réduire mon scepticisme sur lés ^pouvoirs de la i Ligue, me démontrait avec force arguments qu’au- l cune guerre n’était possible. Voyez plutôt ce qui se passe en Mandchourie ! Qu’arriverait-il si un plus grave conflit se produisait ? Pour prendre un exemple concret, que ferait le conseil si l’Allemagne attaquait la Pologne ? Il se réunirait gravement, chercherait à déterminer les responsabilités, disserterait à l’infini et ne prendrait aucune % décision. La Ligue ne peut rien parce qu’elle n’a pas de force à son service. La leçon qui nous M est donnée aujourd’hui ne doit pas être perdue à M la veille de la conférence du désarmement. M
_____ James Donnadieu.
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UNE AGRESSION OUVERTE CONTRE LA PATRIE SOCIALISTE

Les troupes japonaises
ont occupé Tsitsikar

FORT DE L'APPUI DE LA FRANCE
L'IMPERIALISME NIPPON MENACE DIRECTEMENT

LE TERRITOIRE SOVIETIQUE
« Nous ne voulons pas un pouce de terre

étrangère, mais nous ne laisserons pas toucher

à un pouce de notre sol. »

(Discours au XVIe Congrès)

LES OUVRIERS FRANÇAIS DOIVENT SE CONSIDERER
DÉSORMAIS MOBILISÉS

AU SERVICE DE LA DÉFENSE DE L’ÉTAT PROLÉTARIEN
POUR LA LUTTE CONTRE L’IMPÉRIALISME FRANÇAIS

ier les forces japonaises ont oc-
sitsikar. Ainsi est atteint

l’objectif que s assignait de
puis plusieurs semaines déjà 
de l’impérialisme nippon.

Nos camarades sont invités à se ré
férer à la carte que nous publions ci-

l’armée
joint. Ils verront la position exacte de 
la ville qui vient de tomber aux mams 
des Japonais et ils comprendront la 
portée immense de faction militaire 
que nous signalons plus haut.

Pour s’emparer de Tsitsikar, ies
Japonais contrairement d’ailleurs, à 
l’engagement formel qu’ils prenaient 
dans la note adressée la veille à Mos
cou, ont franchi la ligne du chemin de
■per de VEst Chinois.

En d’autres termes, il ne s’agit plus
aujourd’hui d’une provocation plus ou 
moins vague, mais d’un acte d’agres
sion délibéré, disons le mot, d’un acte

dans une région du inonde où .se per
péira en 1929 l’attèritàt ipdnsttuêüx 
contre la République prolétarienne
On se souvient qu’à-cette ..époque,-Je
gouvernement mandchou, aux ordres 
(les puissances impérialistes, exécuta 
le raid de Kharbine, emprisonna les 
fonctionnaires soviétiques du chemin 
de fer. Puis poussant son attaque, 
pénétra en territoire soviétique et in
cendia des villages.

C’est alors qu’après avoir utilisé 
tous les moyens pacifiques en son pou
voir, l’Etat prolétarien se défendit 
par la force des armes et infligea aux 
envahisseurs le châtiment terrible qu ils 
méritaient.

18 septembre, nous 
ri’avons.. douté -à aucun instant que. le

Depuis

coup de force japonais ne fût dirigé 
contre L Union soviétique. Aussi bien
il y a trois ans, en 1927, l’impérialis
me nippon qui compte parmi les puis 
sauces aritisoviétiques • les plus agres
sives, avait-il tout crûment exposé ces

0 H ôk K I A N fi
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Maîtres: de Tsitsikar, les Japonais! retrait immédiat des forces militaires
- - - _ — —• ___ 1 _  J * L 1 T ’■ „ J .1 —. A z< I r »■«“» t-i /~*n  L*  +• *•  --s. wapeuvent ’demain s'installer dans la 

Mandchourie du nord et lancer Jeurs
troupes sur le territoire soviétique.
Leur . victoire d-hier - est un appel à
l’action dès gardés Blancs, dé l’ata- 
rhan Seinenop dont nul n’igriô.rèjla tur-
bulence depuis un mois.

L’Etat 'prolétarien a ; montré qu’il
savait gàrdèr ‘son sang-froid. Après
les. déclarations catégoriques de’Vpro- i 
chilov, .de Molotov, de Karakhan,-dej 
Litvinov, 'plus, aucun doute ne- sub
siste sur la volonté de paix de l’Etat 
prolétarien. Mais cette volonté est
une volonté révolutionnaire
lonté de lutte de classe

C’est au nom de la Révolution que
l’U.R.S.S. veut la paix, elle la veut) 
pour la sauvegarde de l’édification so
cialiste, telle la veut pour la protection
de ses géants industriels. .

C’est-à-dire que sa volonté de paix 
ést qiussi. /inébranlable; .qÿe. sa yqlpnté 
de dé fendre les .conquêtes de la Révo- 
lütit)^ (l’Ôêfdbfè. • ! r . f ‘ '. „. ...’’. ". 
4 a Noùsne convolions 'pas un pouce 
de. territoire étranger. Mais nous ne 
permettrons, pas que, Von. touche à un 
pouce de territoire . soviétique ! > di
sait Staline au 16e congrès

Voilà la pensée qui aujourd’hui ins-

dans lequel en 1927 le baron Tanaka, 
président du conseil japonais, expo 
sait à l’Empereur le plan d’une poji- )

« Dans le programme, de notre 
agrandissement national, une autre

pire les njilhons ,d hommes et .de fem
mes qui' construisent le socialisme.

navales françaises en Extrême-

Il .faut qu ils exigent 
des gardes’ blancs.

L’attaque • impérialiste

L’heure a sonné de la
que. prolétarienne.

1 expulsion

guerre avec la Russie en ,Mandchourie 
pour obtenir les ressources de la Mand
chourie du nord semble une mesure
nécessaire. A moins que cet écueil ne 
soit détruit, notre navire d'état, ne 
peut avancer tranquillement. Il nous

Mais cette pensée, elle doit inspirer 
les travailleurs du monde entier.

Elle doit inspirer avant 
pioletaires.de France.

L impérialisme, français, disons-le
encoie et encore, est l'instigateur de 
l’abominable aventure qui menace à

pioletaires.de
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UNE AGRESSION OUVERTE CONTRE LA PATRIE SOCIALISTE

Les troupes japonaises 
ont occupé Tsitsikar
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FORT DE L’APPUI DE LA FRANCE 
L’IMPÉRIALISME NIPPON MENACE DIRECTEMENT 

LE TERRITOIRE SOVIÉTIQUE
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« Nous ne Voulons pas un pouce de terre 
étrangère, mais nous ne laisserons pas toucher 
à un pouce de notre sol. »

STALINE 
(Discours au XVIe Congrès)
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LES OUVRIERS FRANÇAIS DOIVENT SE CONSIDÉRER 
DÉSORMAIS MOBILISÉS 

AU SERVICE DE LA DÉFENSE DE L’ÉTAT PROLÉTARIEN 
POUR LA LUTTE CONTRE L’IMPÉRIALISME FRANÇAIS
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Maîtres : de Tsitsikar, les Japonais 
peuvent? demain sTnstâlIer dans la- 
Màndchotirie du nord et lancer ’eurs 
troupes sur le territoire soviétique. 
Leur . victoire d’hièr -est un appela 
l’action dés ,gardés blancs 'de l’ata- 
man Seinenof dont nul n’igriô.rè. la tur
bulence depuis un mois.

L’Etat ’prolétarien a ; montré qu’il 
savait gardèr ;son sang-froid. Après 
les. déclarations, catégoriques de Vpro 
chilov, .de Molotov, de K.arakhan,.:de 
Litvinov, 'plus, aucun doute ne- sub
siste sur la volonté de paix de l’Etat 
prolétarien. Mais cette volonté est 
une volonté révolutionnaire, une yo-1 
lonté de lutte de classe [

piolétaires de France.
L’impérialisme, français, disons-le 

encoie et encore, est l’instigateur de 
l’abominable aventure qui menace à| 
cette heure la Patrie socialiste.

C’est lui qui a encouragé, soutenu, 
excité le Japon.

Ce sont ses journaux qui ont écrit, 
que le sort de la civilisation et de la 
barabarie se jouerait sur les plaines , 
sibériennes.

Ce sont , ses feuilles de bourse, qui 
ont célébré la giierre'mandchoue, com
me une opération lucrative, suscepti
ble de provoquer la hausse des mé
taux.

C’est son ministre des affaires étran-Ç 
gères qui — aidé^ en besogné par le ' 
Kuomintang contre-révolutionnaiYe . et 
par le$: agents provocateurs S.F. 1.0. 
— a donné la consécration du pacifis
me genevois à l’attentat japonais J

’ C’est la F rance • qui entretient sur 
•son territoire, les (généraux de l’armée 
blanche, lesquels, à cette heure,’recru-j 

, tent ici" même, ûne armée de merce-, 
naires, comme-le fait l’un d’entre eux ; 
à Marseille ,ainsi qu’un rabcor nous ; 
le signale.

Défendre l’U.R.S.S. c’est d’abord [ 
concert tier toutes ’ nos forces et toutes [ 
nos énergies dans la lutte contre l’im-[ 
périalisme français. |

Il faut qu’en masse, ce soir, les<pro-1 
, létaires de Paris, viennent à la Gran-1 

ge-autf-Belles préparer Inorganisation | 
de leur riposte. |

Il faut qu’ils accourent en provin-1 
ce aux meetings et aux manifestations! 

; du Parti. I
Il faut que dans • toutes les villes, I 

dans tous les villages, la1 grande voix I 
des travailleurs retentisse, pour s’af-I 
firmer solidaire de l’U.R.S.S. et or- I 
ganiser pratiquement cette solidarité. I

-II- faut que du Nord au Midi, les I .ouvriers eUleipaysans, réclament le |

H
ier les forces japonaises ont oc

cupé Tsitsikar. Ainsi est atteint 
l’objectif que s’assignait de

puis plusieurs semaines déjà, l’armée 
de l’impérialisme nippon.

Nos camarades sont invités à se re- ' 
férer à la carte que nous publions ci- j 
joint. Ils verront la position exacte de 1 
la ville qui vient de tomber aux ma ms 
des Japonais et ils comprendront la : 
portée immense de l’action militaire ! 
que nous signalons plus haut. . <

Pour s’emparer de Tsitsikar, ies ' 
Japonais contrairement d’ailleurs, à i 
rengagement formel qu’ils prenaient ] 
dans la note adressée la veille à Mos- i 
cou, ont franchi la ligne du chemin de I 
ti>tde.- — ^--L. 
pour obtenir les ressources de la Mand
chourie du nord semble une mesure 
nécessaire. A moins que cet écueil ne 
soit détruit, notre navire d'état ne 
'peut avancer tranquillement. Il nous 
faut exiger de la Chine, le droit de 
construire toutes les lignes militaires 
d'importance. Lorsque ces chemins 
de fer seront achevés, nous déverse- 

’ rons nos forces dans la Mandchourie 
du Nord aussi loin que possible. 
Quand la Russie soviétique interviens 
dra comme elle le fera certainement 
ce sera une occasion pour ouvrir un 
conflit ».

On ne saurait être plus clair, et 
| l’on comprend mieux lorsqu’on a lu 
| ces textes, les excitations de la presse 
| capitaliste et social-fasciste française 
! de cette dernière période.
1 Depuis 15 jours, les journaux; fran
çais annoncent quotidiennement ‘des 
transports de troupes soviétiques vers 
la Chine, l’envoi de brigades commu- 
îiistes en Mandchourie. Ces .nienspn-. 
ges sont chaque matin répandus, à des 
millions d’exemplaires; * ■ -. .?l

Et pour compléter cette mauvaise 
besogne, les agents provocateurs du 

-Populaire poussent l’ignominie jusqu’à 
I sommer l’U.R.S.S, d’intervenir. Rap- 
I proche/ les articles'du Poj>u des pfyra- 
I ses du baron Tanaka et vous appré- 
I cierez la canaillerie des chefs réfor- 
I mistes.
I Le Popu écrit : « l’U.R.S.S. reste 
[muette ». Le baron-Tanaka avait pro- 
I clamé : « Quand la Russie soviéti- 
| que interviendra, comme elle ne man- 
[ quera pas de le faire, ce sera l’occa- 
[ sion d’ouvrir le conflit ».
H Utilisez ces deux textes, camarades 
[ ouvriers, servez-vous-en comme d’une 
■ arme puissante contre les gardes 
I .blancs de la S T\LO. . ■Oui, lé danger antisoviétique éfâit ■ ^vident pour nous^dès lè premier jour. I Mais depuis hier, ce danger est décu- 

retrait immédiat des forces militaires 
et navales, françaises en Extrême- 
Orient.' ; '

11. faut qu’ils exigent 
des gardes’ blancs.

L’attaque ' impérialiste
chée T

L’heure a sonné de la 
que. prolétarienne.

Gabriel PERI.

l’expulsion

est déclan-

contre-atta-



Les Japonais
' occupent Tsitsikar 

tandis qu’à Paris 
le Conseil de la S.D.N.
prodigue ses efforts 
pour apaiser le conflit

---- ------- •—
Il est indiscutable que l’affaire slno- 

japonaise ne prend pas bonne tournure. 
Mais ce n’est pas parce que. au moment 
même où les opérations militaires se 
développent, le conseil de la S. D. N.

Dr Szé M. Yoshizawa

se traîne en délibérations secrètes ; c’est 
parce que ces délibérations secrètes ne 
font que souligner les contradictions 
fondamentales dont il faudrait se dé
gager pour trouver une solution.

Si fâcheuse que soit la reprise des 
; combats, qui, ainsi qu’on le lira dans 
nos dépêches, ont amené les Japonais 
à occuper Tsitsikar, elle n’est qu’un 
épisode secondaire, aussi longtemps que 
la Société des nations ne s’en mêle pas. 
Que pourrait-elle, d’ailleurs, y faire ? 
Tâcher d’établir les responsabilités des 

1 premiers coups de fusil ? Autant vau
drait chercher une aiguille dans une
botte de foin. S’interposer entre les com
battants ? Ce serait aller 
d'un éclat d’impuissance. De 
choses l’une, en effet : ou bien les com
bats sont le développement fatal du 
conflit, ou bien ils sont l’effet de ma
noeuvres calculées pour amener la So
ciété des nations à une action inconsi- 
deree. De toute maniéré, le seul moyen pacte ja Soclet 
do réaliser l’apaisement est d’amener r.ant une fois de plus que l’adhésion 
les deux adversaires à régler leurs litiges, donnée par la Chine au Covenant de- 
C’est ici, précisément, que le cas devient vrait être considérée comme une garan- 
embarrassant. tie suffisante de sa correction interna-

' - tionale.

Pourquoi ? Tout simplement parce j 
qu’on retrouve les erreurs initiales. Le | 
litige ne peut être réglé que par des 
négociations directes entre les parties. । 

. Ces négociations ne peuvent porter que ; 
| sur la confirmation et los garanties i 
I d’exécution des traités dont la violation ' 
met la Chine et le Japon aux prises. La 
Chine refuse, invoquant le fait que sa 

| présence dans la Société des nations 
garantit la correction de’ son attitude. 
Comment le conseil peut-il l’amener à 
accepter une négociation dont l’admis
sion est la négation même du postulat 
de la correction de la Chine, membre de 
la Société des nations ? Voilà toute l’af
faire.

Mardi, le conseil semblait incliner à 
chercher une distinction entre les trai
tés intéressant la sécurité des vies et 
des biens des Japonais et les traités 

. concernant les avantages économiques 
accordés au Japon en Mandchourie. 
Distinction plus equivocal? encore que 
subtile, puisque c’est, la violation même 
des traités comportant dos avantages 
économiques qui met en péril les per
sonnes et les biens.

Est-ce pour cela qu’on n’en a plus 
reparlé hier ? La discussion a eu un 
caractère beaucoup plur: général, portant 
sur les principes mêmes du conflit. Au 
cours d'une séance secrète de 1a fin de 
la mefinée, le conseil a décidé d’enten
dre séparément les représentants des 
deux parties.

C’est le Japon qui a été le premier 
sur la sellette dans la Retend? du Qu?i 
d’Orsay. L’audition d? M. Yoshizawa 
n’a pas duré moins de deux heures;. 
L’a:mba=sadeur du J°oon a commencé 
par reprendre tout? l’argumentation de 
la note japonaise du 6 novembre. On sc 
rappelle que cette note répondait à une 
lettre d~ M. Briand, nui semblait con
sidérer l’adhésion génère’;? de la Chine 
au principe d? la chah?- d? la S'-fiélé 
des nations comme un? qrnantie suffi
sant? pour donne]’ sati'fcction aux cinq 
points fondamentaux du Japon. Le 
gouvernement d? Tokio répondait ouo les 
garanties lui pars.’ 'aient, au cc-ntiairo. 
absolument insufii-zntcs ; qu'il re pour
rait se contenter de. rien moins que 
d’une reconnaissance formelle et d; ga
ranties précises d’exécution de? trait’'?, 
notamment de crux concernent les droits 
des Japonais en Mandchourie.

Ces explications ont-elles é>? jugées 
insuffisantes ? Toujours est-il que le 

1 délégué du Japon a été prié de formuler 
par écrit les demandes de son gouver
nement. ,

Après quoi. M. Briand a fait une suc- j 
.gestion qui s’inspire manifestement de ! 
la première proposition de Sir Eric i 
Drummond, du 20 octobre, sans en avoir 
la précision. La première proposition 
Drummond visait, on se le rappelle, 
deux négociations parallèles, l’un? sur 
les litiges politiques, l’autre sur les con
ditions d’évacuation. M. Briand s’est 
borné à suggérer que le Japon pourrait 
poursuivre l’évacuation dès qu’il serait 
entendu qu’une négociation directe s'en
gagerait sui les cinq points fondamen
taux et que les délégués pour cette né
gociation auraient été désignés.

M. Yoshizawa a déclaré de la manière 
au-devant la plus catégorique que le Japon ne 

deux poursuivrait pas l’évacuation avant 
d’avoir obtenu l’entente préalable sur 
les cinq points.

On a procédé ensuite à l’audition du 
délégué chinois, audition qui a duré un 
peu plus d’une heure. Le docteur Szé a 
commencé par se, retrancher derrière le 

é des nations, soute- 
plus que
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Invité à préciser quels sont les traités qui, à son avis, forment le fond du litige, le délégué chinois a reconnu que son gouvernement conteste la validité du traité de 1915. Il prétend que ce traité a été imposé par la force et il n’a pas dissimulé que la Chine désire consulter la cour de La Haye sur sa validité.Il est très intéressant de signaler que cette déclaration a provoqué des manifestations d’opposition très nette de certains membres du conseil. Faut-il s’en étonner quand on sait que le traité de 1915, signé le 25 mai, a été suivi de i l’échange formel des ratifications le । 8 juin ? C’est donc un traité en bonne et due forme.Devant l’opposition rencontrée du côté de certains membres du conseil, le délégué chinois a cherché à évoluer. Il a invoqué l'accord de Washington de 1922 qui garantit l'intégrité de la Chine. Comme si le traité de 1922 n'avait pas été conclu par les puissances sur la base du statut déterminé par les traités existants, notammçpt par celui de 1915 !Le conseil se réunira ce matin de nouveau en séance secrète pour examiner la situation, évidemment très délicate, provoquée par l’opposition absolue des points de vue des deux parties.
L’espoir d’une solutionLe salut va-t-il venir de l’activité beaucoup plus pratique qui se développe en marge du conseil de la Société des nations entre les Anglais, les Améri-, cains et les Japonais ? Il n’est pas interdit de l’espérer.L’ambassadeur du Japon à Londres, M. Matsudaira, dont nous avons déjà signalé l’intervention au cours des derniers jours, a vu deux fois, hier, sir John Simon qui. soit dit en passant, doit passer la journée à Londres pour assister à une réunion du cabinet anglais. Le déplacement ne manquera pas d’poportunité.Dans la soirée d’hier, au moment même où M. Yoshizawa exposait au conseil que le Japon se trouve dans la nécessité d’obtenir une consécration formelle de tous les -traités, M. Matsudaira se rencontrait avec le général Dawes. L’entretien s’est appliqué à dégager une , solution politique, c’est-à-dire une solution s’élevant au-dessus de tous les détails techniques.Cette solution pourrait se présenter ainsi. Le Japon, en maintenant sa volonté formelle de faire consacrer tous les traités et d’obtenir des garanties d’exécution, affirmerait son désir de maintenir l’attitude d’un membre fidèle de la Société des nations, soucieux de collaborer avec elle et de contribuer à la sauvegarde de l’organisme. Le Japon accueillerait favorablement l’intervention de la Société des nations en vue dp maintenu*  l’ordre en Mandchourie. Dans cet esprit, il accepterait l’envoi, par la S. D. N.*  d’une commission d’ebserva- tion sur place. Faire consacrer les traités et laisser à la Société des nations la responsabilité d’en garantir l’exécution, voilà qui n’est pas maladroit. Il sera in- tere-aant de voir cc qu’en pensera le conseil. — S.-B.
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Les travaux du Conseil de la S. D. N. ’ 
se poursuivent dans la coulisse. Ce ma
tin, le Conseil a tenu une seance privée 
pour prendre connaissance des conversa
tions qui ont été engagées ave.: les repré
sentants du Japon et de la Chine. Jusqu’ici , 
le résultat de ces échanges de vues ne | 
paraît pas décisif. Cependant on a pris | 
un bon parti en recouraiyUà des pourpar- ' 
lers directs et plus ou moins confidentiels, j 
En raison de la natunTTrès spéciale du 
conflit, le Conseil s’était placé, au mois 
d’octobre, dans une position très difficile 
en appliquant la procédure normale et en 
sommant les Japonais de retirer leurs 
troupes avant sa plus prochaine réunion. 
La S. D. N. agissaipcomme si elle se trou
vait en présence*7un  différend occidental, | 
sans se préoccuper de savoir, d’une part, 1 
si la Chine, n’avait pas tenté d’éluder des i 
engagements pris et, d’autre part, de con
naître exactement les exigences du Japon. 
On était évidemment dans une impasse, à 
laquelle on cherche une issue.

Qn s’est donc avisé, un peu tard, de 
demander quelques explications aux Chi
nois et aux Japonais. Ces derniers ont été 
notamment priés d’indiquer d’une façon 
très précise les traités auxquels il est fait 
allusion dans leur déclaration du 26 octo
bre dernier, où le gouvernement de Tokio 
réclame (cinquième point) « le respect des 
droits concédés par les traités au Japon 
en Mandchourie ». Il est clair, en effet, 
que, si l’on est en droit d’exiger des uns 
qu’ils ne recourent pas indûment à la 
force, on a, par contre, le devoir d’im
poser aux autres le respect des traités 
qu’ils ont signés. Le problème a deux as- ' 
pects qu’il faut envisager simultanément. ' 
faute de quoi la S. D. N. compromettrait 
son autorité, qui ne saurait se maintenir • 
que si ses dirigeants font preuve à la fois 
d’équité et de sens pratique.

On ne doit pas oublier, d’ailleurs, que 
le Conseil de la Ligue, contrairement à , 
une opinion qui a cours dans quelques 
milieux, n’y-st pas un supergouvernement 
et, qu’en fait, il est seulement^! réunutn 
des délégués d’un certain nombre de puis
sances qui, comme cela est inévitable, crai
gnent de créer, dans un sens ou dans un 
autre, un précédent qui pourrait leur être 
nuisible. Qu’on le trouve bien ou qu’on 
le juge mauvais, il en est ainsi, et l’on 
n’obtiendra jamais aucun résultat satisfai
sant si l’on ne tient pas compte d’un fait 
certain. L’attitude des Etats-Unis est à 
cet égard très caractéristique. Hier, M. 
Stimson a déclaré que, si le gouvernement 
de Washington n’avait jamais promis au 
Japon de ne pas participer à des sanctions 
que la S. D. N. prendrait contre lui, « il 
n’était cependant pas prêt à décider jus
qu’à quel point il pourrait s’associer à 
des mesures éventuelles de rigueur contre 
le Japon » ; le secrétaire d’Etat américain 
a ajouté que c’était pour cela que le gé
néral Dawes ne siégeait pas au Conseil. 
L’hésitation des Etats-Unis s’explique ai

sément, comme le dit ce matin sans am
bages la Chicago Tribune : si, d’un côté, 
l’Amérique ne voit pas avec faveur les 
progrès de l’influence japonaise en Chine 
et si elle peut être tentée d’invoquer le 
traité, relatif au Pacifique, dit des neuf 
puissances, elle redoute, d’un autre côté, 
que, si l’on condamne trop sévèrement le 
Japon, sa propre action dans l’Amérique 
centrale, où elle intervient souvent sans 
se gêner plus que le Japon en Mandchou
rie, ne puisse être un jour contrecarrée. 
D’autres puissances ont égaie ment des 
préoccupations particulières. On ne com
prendrait rien aux choses si l’on se figu
rait que le Conseil siège dans l’empyrée. 
Il est d’élémentaire probité de voir les 
faits tels qu’ils sont.

Pour peu qu’on y mette de part et d’au
tre de la bonne volonté, leliïfférend peut 
très bien se régler; mais la solution ne 
sera sans doute trouvée que sou^ la forme 
d’une sorte de compromis. Si ce n’est pas 
le cas, on n’aperçoit pas du tout ce que 
le Conseil sera en mesure de faire. En 
attendant, la situation locale se complique. 
Le général Ma Chang Chan, dont 011 ne 
sait pas exactement quels sont les rap
ports avec le gouvernement de Nankin, ne 
s’est pas entendu avec le général Honjo, 
commandant en chef des troupes japonai
ses. Ces dernières ont repris leur offen
sive et ont occupé hier Aganchi, localité 
qui est, non loin de Tsitsikar, sur la ligne 
de l’Est chinois, contrôlée, de concert avec 
la Chine, par les Soviets. Néanmoins, le 
gouvernement de Moscou ne semble tou
jours pas désireux d’intervenk. C’est un 
état de choses bien curieux. On ne peut 
pour l’instant que le constater sans en tirer 
aucune conclusion politique.

Pierre Bernus.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By o. NARS, Da~te

Enclosure No. 36 to Despatch No. 1987 
of November 20, 1931.

From the Embassy at Paris.
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LES DEBATS DU CONSEIL DE LA S.D.N.

A la vérité, lorsque l’on fait, en toute objectivité, le bilan de la journée d’hier, au cours de laquelle les troupes japonaises ont occupé. Tsitsikar et Angan- cU, tandis que le codseil de Société des nations se réunissait par deux fois en séance privée au Quai-d’Orsay, on arrive nécessairement à cette double conclusion :Il est d’abord certain que le développement des opérations militaires en Mandchourie n’a pas manqué d’avoir à Paris des répercussions immédiates. ;Sans transition, M. Yoshizawa, ferm^ æt tenace, a visiblement repris l’ascen^ çlant sur son collègue et compatriote, Mi ^latsudeira, conciliant et pratique.'Mardi soir, M. Matsudeira, pendant une longue et franche conversation avec le général Dawes, l’« observateur » defe Etats-Unis, avait finalement admis : 1$ l’éventualité de pourparlers directs ei> tre la Chine et le Japon au sujet de l’interprétation « formelle » de certains traités parmi ceux dont la validité est contestée par le représentant de la;: partie adverse, le docteur Sze ; 2° la- I participation exclusive du gouvernement j de Nankin à cette négociation, alors. ■ que M. Yoshizawa voulait discuter avec.un « pouvoir » mandchou encore hy-r pothétique. ■Cette ébauche d’entente est maintenant sérieusement compromise par l’action de l’état-major du Mikado, comme .nous le verrons par la suite.Il est un deuxième point — nous avons parlé d'une double conclusion —• sur lequel nous voudrions brièvement • insister : à n’en pas douter l’évolution ties échanges de vues autour de 1p « sécurité » et du respect des traités finit par poser tout le problème du Pacifique.. Plusieurs conventions sino-japonaises Sont liées — ne serait-ce qu’à titre de ; réciprocité — aux intérêts américains.Et c’est ce qui explique l’attention soutenue et vigilante avec laquelle Washington suit désormais les péripéties du débat.Voyons maintenant les détails de la journée :Hier matin, le conseil de la S. D. N. s’était employé à rédiger un questionnaire à l’usage des Japonais et des Chinois. Aux premiers, il s’agissait de de- ; mander quels étaient, à leur avis, les traités qui' rentraient dans le concept ; de la sécurité.| Et les seconds devaient dire ce qu’ils entendaient par « respect des traités ».1 Ce questionnaire avait son importance, puisque le conseil se propose de mettre sur pied une « résolution » qui, avec toute la souplesse désirable, s’appuiera sur la sécurité et le respect des droits acquis.Dans l’après-midi, M. Yoshizawa et le docteur Sze ont successivement répondu aux questions n° 1, 2, etc.Toutefois, il serait excessif de prétendre que leurs observations, exposées dans une atmosphère de malaise, ont donné tous les apaisements souhaitables.M. Yoshizawa, qui n’a pas particulièrement goûté la procédure du questionnaire, a, conformément à ses nouvelles instructions, maintenu Tintangibilité des revendications japonaises. En ce qui concerne les traités, il s’est montré, comme récemment à Genève, très sobre d’explications.Le sûr, néanmoins, est que, pour lui, tous les textes signés, sous quelque forme que ce soit, par la Chine et le Japon ne souffrent aucune discussion et que Nankin, par conséquent, aura à les ratifier, à les confirmer en bloc. Voilà donc les difficultés qui réapparaissent !Les déclarations du docteur Sze n’ont pas non plus brillé par la précision. Il a naturellement contesté la portée de l’accord de 1905, de la clause secrète de cet accord, surtout. En tout cas, 1er dé
légué chinois a pu difficilement nies

que son gouvernement, des années durant, avait respecté, exécuté les contrats aujourd’hui en cause. Si ces contrats ont été observés, c’est donc qu’ils existent. Le conseil tiendra ce matin une nouvelle séance privée. Iltajit-.espérer que le calme et la modération succéderont à la confusion, à la nervosjté d’hier.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
By 0. cfluaXcA N A RS, Da t e / - 7 g"

Enclosure No. 37 to Despatch No. 1987 
of November 20, 1931.

From the Embassy at Naris.

Extract from LE PETIT PARISIEN, November 19, 1931

Le conseil de la S. D. N. a entendu
les délégués chinois et japonais

Leurs-explications n’ont guère contribué à clarifier la situation 
et l’impression générale était moins favorable que la veille

Les membres du conseil de la S. D. N. ne chôment pas. Au cours de la seule journée d’hier, ils ont tenu deux séances — deux séances privées naturellement, les conversations particulières engagées dans la coulisse n’ayant pas encore suffisamment éclairci la situation pour qu’un débat public puisse utilement s’engager.La première de ces réunions, convoquée pour 11 heures au Quai d’Orsay, s’est prolongée jusqu’à 13 heures. Comme la veille, les deux parties en cause — Chine et Japon — n’y étaient pas représentées. Son but était de permettre d’abord au président, M. Briand, qui avait eu, mardi soir, une longue conversation avec le chef de la délégation japonaise, M. Yoshizawa, puis à ceux qui avaient, de leur côté, été en rapports personnels soit avec les Chinois, soit avec les Japonais, notamment à sir John Simon et à sir Eric Drummond, de faire connaître à leurs collègues les résultats de ces entrevues.Le conseil devait ainsi se trouver en mesure de faire le point. Disons tout de suite quej’impression générale qui s’est dégagée des divers exposés entendus a été assez'confuse. Au cours d’entretiens privés, on dit, en effet, souvent des choses dont il n’est pas possible de faire officiellement état. Les sons de cloche parfois, selon qu’on s’adresse 
à tel ou tel membre d’une délégation, ne sont pas toujours concordants... Bref après une discussion prolongée et à laquelle presque tous les délégués européens — M. Briand, sir John Simon, MM. Scialoja, Zaleski, Fotitch et sir Eric Drummond notamment — ont pris part, les douze membres du conseil présents ont estimé nécessaire d’entendre séparément, dans l’après-midi, les représentants du Japon et de la Chine et de faire préciser nettement et ouvertement par chacun d’eux la position de son gouvernement En conséquence, il fut décidé de tenir à 16 heures une nouvelle séance et d’y convoquer d’abord M. Yoshizawa et ensuite M. Sze.Pour donner à ces auditions un caractère plus intime — celui d’une consultation amicale — la réunion, au lieu de se tenir dans le grand « Salon de l’Horloge », comme les précédentes,

I

Sir John Simon et lord Cecll arrivant 
au Quai d’Orsay

marquer M. Briand quand il a demandé à M. Yoshizawa si le Japon se refu- 1 serait à procéder au retrait de ses forces militaires lorsque aurait été admis le principe des négociations directes, entre le Japon et la Chine, sur ces cinq points fondamentaux et que les deux parties auraient nommé leurs plénipotentiaires, (on sait que la Chine a déjà désigné les siens) et quand il a souligné l’effet apaisant que ne manqueraient pas d’avoir ces deux ordres de faits sur l’opinion publique des deux pays. Cette question ne fut pas, paraît-il, sans embarrasser quelque peu M. Yoshizawa qui dut reconnaître qu’on n’estimait pas nécessaire, à Tokio, que les négociations fussent terminées pour évacuer les régions occupées en dehors de la zone du chemin de fer, mais qui n’en revint pas moins à sa théorie des garanties indispensables, de la part de la Chine, concernant la vie et les biens des ressortissants japonais...Cette impression regrettable de flottement, d’hésitation fut encore accrue en fin d’après-midi par les nouvelles d’ordre militaire reçues de Mandchourie et annonçant l’occupation, par les troupes nippones, d’Anganki et de Tsitsikar, villes où certains négociateurs japonais avaient donné leur parole, notamment au général Dawes, que les forces du général Honjo ne pénétreraient pas. Sans doute, il faut tenir compte de ce fait que l’anai chie la plus complète règne dans cette région où Nankin n’a aucune autorité, que les forces japonaises sont peu nombreuses et qu’elles ont à se défendre non seulement contre celles du général Ma, mais contre les entreprises des bandits qui infestent le pays.Il n’en reste pas moins que l’impression eût été moins pénible si le représentant de Tokio avait montré plus de souplesse, plus d’allant et plus d’esprit de conciliation. En terminant, le conseil lui a demandé de bien vouloir formuler par écrit les revendications de son gouvernement, de façon à pouvoir serrer de plus près le problème et à éviter, d’autre part, tout malentendu.
L’audition de M. SzeL’audition du docteur Sze, qui se poursuivit de 19 à 20’ heures, bien que plus habile, ne fut pas, au fond, beaucoup plus satisfaisante. Le délégué chinois a eu beau affirmer à nouveau la volonté de son gouvernement d’exécuter toutes les obligations auxquelles l’astreint sa qualité de signataire du pacte, il a eu f beau faire preuve de plus de clarté et de moins d’indécision dans ses réponses que son collègue japonais, son attitude n’est pas telle, cependant, qu’elle rende un accord plus aisé.

.eut lieu dans « La Rotonde », qui est [de dimensions plus restreintes et donne sur le jardin du ministère des Affaires étrangères. Malheureusement, l’impression générale qui s’en est dégagée n’en a pas été pour cela plus favorable. Au contraire, presque tous les membres du conseil que nous avons vus, au moment de leur départ, un peu après 20 heures, ne nous ont pas^paché leur déception — celle surtout que leur a causée l’attitude du délégué japonais.Bien qu’il s’exprimât dans sa jjopre langue, au lieu de le faire, comme jadis, en anglais ou en français, M. Yoshizawa, qui avait pour traducteur M. Motono, le fils de l’ancien ambassadeur et ancien ministre des Affaires étrangères du Japon, a parlé avec autant de lenteur, a fait preuve d’autant d’hésitations que lors de ses déclarations passées aux précédentes I sessions de Genève. « On s’attendait à des éclaircissements, à des précisions dénotant un indiscutable désir d’entente, m’a dit un de ses auditeurs. Nous n’avons eu que des explications embrouillées où nous n’avons décou-
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Le conseil de la S. D. N. a entendu 
les délégués chinois et japonais

Leurs explications n’ont guère contribué à clarifier la situation 
et l’impression générale était moins favorable que la veille

Les membres du conseil de la S. D. N. ne chôment pas. Au cours de la seule journée d’hier, ils ont tenu deux séances — deux séances privées naturellement, les conversations particulières engagées dans la coulisse n’ayant pas encore suffisamment éclairci la situation pour qu’un débat public puisse utilement s’engager.La première de ces réunions, convoquée pour 11 heures au Quai d’Orsay, s’est prolongée jusqu’à 13 heures. Comme la veille, les deux parties en cause — Chine et Japon — n’y étaient pas représentées. Son but était de permettre d’abord au président, M. Briand, qui avait eu, mardi soir, une longue conversation avec le chef de la délégation japonaise, M. Yoshizawa, puis à ceux qui avaient, de leur côté, été en rapports personnels soit avec les Chinois, soit avec les Japonais, notamment à sir John Simon et à sir Eric Drummond, de faire connaître à leurs collègues les résultats de ces entrevues.Le conseil devait ainsi se trouver en mesure de faire le point. Disons tout de suite que ^Impression générale qui s’est dégagée des divers exposés entendus a été assez 'confuse. Au cours d’entretiens privés, on dit, en effet, souvent des choses dont il n’est pas possible de faire officiellement état. Les sons de cloche parfois, selon qu’on s’adresse 
à tel ou tel membre d’une délégation, ne sont pas toujours concordants... Bref après une discussion prolongée et à laquelle presque tous les délégués européens — M. Briand, sir John Simon, MM. Scialoja, Zaleski, Fotitch et sir Eric Drummond notamment — ont pris part, les douze membres du conseil présents ont estimé nécessaire d’entendre séparément, dans l’après-midi, les représentants du Japon et de la Chine et de faire préciser nettement et ouvertement par chacun d’eux la position de son gouvernement En conséquence, il fut décidé de tenir à 16 heures une nouvelle séance et d’y convoquer -d’abord M, JYoshizawa et ensuite langue, au lieu de le faire, confine . ,. jadis, en anglais ou en français naMteDdu' \“wa’ <lui avait pour traduc- . 1 L’audition de M. Sze:asxrrxs-jsz"x

marquer M. Briand quand il a demandé à M. Yoshizawa si le Japon se refu- ; serait à procéder au retrait de ses forces militaires lorsque aurait été admis le principe des négociations directes, entre le Japon et la Chine, sur ces cinq points fondamentaux et que les deux parties auraient nommé leurs plénipotentiaires, (on sait que la Chine a déjà désigné les siens) et quand il a souligné l’effet apaisant que ne manqueraient pas d’avoir ces deux ordres de faits sur l’opinion publique des deux pays. Cette question ne fut pas, paraît-il, sans embarrasser quelque peu M. Yoshizawa qui dut reconnaître qu’on n’estimait pas nécessaire, à Tokio, que les négociations fussent terminées pour évacuer les régions occupées en dehors de la zone du chemin de fer, mais qui n’en revint pas moins à sa théorie des garanties indispensables, de la part de la Chine, concernant la vie et les biens des ressortissants japonais...Cette impression regrettable de flottement, d’hésitation fut encore accrue en fin d’après-midi par les nouvelles d’ordre militaire reçues de Mandchourie et annonçant l’occupation, par les troupes nippones, d’Anganki et de Tsitsikar, villes où certains négociateurs japonais avaient donné leur parole, notamment au général Dawes, que les forces du général Honjo ne pénétreraient pas. Sans doute, il faut tenir compte de ce fait que l’anarchie la plus complète règne dans cette région où Nankin n’a aucune autorité, que les forces japonaises sont peu nombreuses et qu’elles ont à se défendre non seulement contre celles du général Ma, mais contre les entreprises des bandits qui infestent le pays.Il n’en reste pas moins que l’impression eût été moins pénible si le représentant de Tokio avait montré plus de souplesse, plus d’allant et plus d’esprit de conciliation. En terminant, le conseil lui a demandé de bien vouloir formuler par écrit les revendications de son gouvernement, de façon à pouvoir serrer de plus près le problème et à éviter, d’autre part, tout
d’autant d’hé-itntinns nno ir/t Preuve poup * plus satisfaisante. Le délégué UT Xesessions de Genève. « On s’attendait à des éclaircissements, à des précisions dénotant un indiscutable désir d’entente, m’a dit un de ses auditeurs Nous n’ayons eu que des explications embrouillées où nous n’avons découvert, de la part du gouvernement de Tokio, presque aucun progrès. »

Et, en effet, ce que le chef de la! délégation japonaise a paraphrasé, j c est la thèse déjà exposée dans sa £ réponse à M. Briand, en date du 6 no- H vembre ; c’est la déclaration qu’il a ■ faite, avant-hier soir encore, à notre ministre des Affaires étrangères et qu il a accompagnée de la remise d’un aide-mémoire. Cette thèse est la suivante : les trois traités essentiels —que nous avons énumérés hier — de 1905, 1909 et 1915 constituent un ensemble de garanties de sécurité qu’il ■ est impossible de dissocier, car elles I tendent toutes à la protection des exis
tences et des biens des ressortissants 
japonais en Mandchourie. Par « biens japonais », on entend aussi bien, à j Tokio, les chemins de fer que les exploitations minières, industrielles, agricoles, forestières, créées avec des ca- | pitaux japonais et administrées par des sujets japonais.On s’explique, par suite, que le ca- i binet nippon considère ses cinq points fl fondamentaux comme < les têtes des! chapitres » sur lesquels doivent por-1 ter les négociations futurs et fasse, de I içur nouvelle reconnaissance par la I Chine, la condition du retrait de ses I troupes vers la zone du chemin de I fer, oùjeur présence est autorisée. Il I est bien évident, toutefois, qu’une pa- I reille thèse, poussée à l’extrême, ren-l drait tout accord pratiquefnent im-l possible. ■_ C’est certainement là ce qu’a voulu! 

avolonté de son gouvernement d’exé- , 
niter toutes les obligations auxquelles j 
’astreint sa qualité de signataire du 
jacfe, il a eu beau faire preuve de 
Dlityà de clarté et de moins d’indécision lahs ses réponses que son collègue japonais, son attitude n’est pas telle, cependant, qu’elle rende un accord plus aisé.
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H a repris, en effet, en ce qui concerne les traités signés avec le Japon, et notamment en ce qui concerne celui | de 1915, sa théorie des < conditions imposées par la force .», et il a contesté leur validité, qu’il s’est, une fois de plus, déclaré prêt à soumettre à l’arbitrage de la cour de justice.Cette suggestion, dont nous ne saurions trop souligner le caractère dangereux, lui a d’ailleurs valu, de la part du représentant de la Yougoslavie, cette réplique fort juste qu’il n’est pas de traité qui n’ait été dans une certaine mesure « imposé > et qu’à ce compte aucun d'eux ne serait valable. ; Or le traité de 1915 a bien été signé le 25 mai 1915 à Pékin par le gouvernement chinois, qui a échangé les ratifications à Tokio le 8 juin suivant : sa valeur ne saurait, en conséquence, être contestée.Mais le docteur Sze a une autre ■ corde à son arc, et c’est le « traité des neuf puissances », concernant la Chine, intervenu en 1922 à Washington à la suite de la conférence navale, traité derrière lequel il s’est alors retranché.Bref, quand on s’est séparé un pèu après 20 heures, l’atmosphère plutôt favorable qu’avaient créée hier lès conversations du Quai d’Orsay entré l M. Briand et M. Yoshizawa, de l’hôtel Ritz entre le général Dawes et M. Mat- sudeira d’une part et le docteur Szé d’autre part, et, enfin de l’ambassad^ britannique entre sir John Simon et M. Matsudeira, avait fait place à une atmosphère de gêne et d’inquiétude. ;La nuit dissipera-t-elle cette impression ? Tous les membres du conseil le souhaitent sincèrement Ils se réuniront, en tout cas, ce matin à 11 heures, sans les deux parties, pour étudier à nouveau la situation et rechercher les moyens d’effectuer enfin un rapprochement entre les gouvernements de Tokio et de Nankin.
UN PROJET JAPONAIS

POUR REGLER LE DIFFEREND19 novembre, 2 heures.
L’impression fâcheuse laissée par la 

séance privée du conseil parait s'êtr 
un peu améliorée au cours de la soi
rée, à la suite de nouvelles conversa
tions particulières entre le général 
Dawes, M. Matsudeira et sir John Si
mon. Nous apprenons en effet, tard 
cette nuit, que ces conversations pour
raient avoir une influence très impor
tante sur le développement de la si
tuation.

Il nous revient notamment que M. 
Yoshizawa aurait fait parvenir à M. 
Briand, comme on le lui a de
mandé, un projet de solution résumant 
les revendications du Japon et s'inspi
rant justement des idées essentielles 
émises au cours de ces divers entre
tiens.

Aux termes de ce projet qui, pour 
sortir de l’impasse actuelle, laisserait 
de côté les questions techniques, le 
Japon demanderait la reconnaissance en bloc des traités existant entre le 
Japon et la Chine et, en retour de cette 
reconnaissance garantissant la vie et 
les biens de ses ressortissants, il assu
rerait la Société des nations de son 
entière collaboration en vue du main
tien de l’ordre en Mandchourie.

A cet égard, il accepterait l’envoi 
sur place par la S. D. N. d’une com
mission d’observateurs.

Que vaut ce projet dont ce ne sont 
évidemment là que les points princi
paux et comment sera-t-il accueilli 
tant par la Chine que par le conseil f

Nous ne saurions le discuter à cette 
heure tardive. Il montre toutefois de 
la part de la délégation japonaise le 
désir de réparer, dans une certaine 
mesure, l’erreur commise hier après- 
midi etj tout en sauvegardant les inté
rêts japonais, de maintenir l’autorité 
de la S. D. N.

A cet égard, c’est un progrès qu’il 
convenait de signaler.

A. J.
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I^e Omseil 
de la S.O.M, 

an pied 
dia sour

Le Dr SZE, délégué de la Chin?.
Au lieu d'avoir dit dès hier soir que. 

cet acte de guerre constitue, de la part 
du Japon, une violation flagrante des 
principes fondamentaux de la S.D.N., le 
Conseil siégeant en séance secrète, après 
avoir entendu le Japonais et le Chinois, 
s'est ajourne à ce matin.Jusqu’ici, M. Aristide Briand a vail-. lamment défendu la seule thèse confqr-1 me à la légalité de la S.D.N. : iEst-ce que son état de fatigue, est-|e ! qu*  les résistances qu’il a rencontrées ' et qu’il rencontre jusque dans son ep-1 tourage, seraient capables de diminuer sa volonté de faire tout le devoir, qui ijii incombe, dans sa qualité de président ; du Conseil de la S.D.N. ? Et cela $u ! moment le plus difficile, le plus t$a- ’ giaue de l’existence de l’institution de Genève ? iCe serait un grand malheur pour le j monde.Peut-être qu’en effet, la S.D.N., dans' sa structure actuelle, comme je l'ai déjà, dit ici, ne peut-elle rien faire pour empêcher le Japon, si celui-cLy est décidé,, d’aller jusqu’au bout de ses plans de domination-en Mandchourie ! Peut-être que les circonstances l’obligeront d'avouer son impuissance ! Qu'elle dé
gage au moins scs responsabilités et 
qu'elle mette le Japon, au risque même 
de le voir quitter la S.D.N., en accusa
tion l

Certes, toutes les traditions diploma-. tiques se dressent contre une attitude pareille Tous les égoïsmes nationaux peuvent voir un intérêt à se coaliser contre cette sanction qui ne serait cependant que morale et qui devrait se prolonger par des mesures financières et économiques contre l’Etat responsable d avoir violé le Pacte de la S.D N.» le Pacte Eriand-Kellogg et le Pacte des neuf puissances dit du Pacific !Mais en restant lui-même fidèle au texte et à l’esprit du Pacte, le Conseil sauvera au moins l’honneur de la S.D. N. et réservera l’avenir.
S'il devait être defaillant, ai le calcttl 

des uns, la lâcheté (les autres devaient 
amener les membres du Conseil, sur 
lesquels pèsent actuelle ment des respon- j 
habilités phis grandes que jamais, à 
préférer une déclaration de carence qui J 
ne ferait aucune distinction entre le.; 
Japon et la Chine, à une position ]run- 

contre celui qui doit cire considéré, 
ta l'occurrence, comme l'idîat agresseur, 
la Société des Nations entrerait dans 
■une crise dont les conséquences appü- 
■va issen t inca leu la blés.

Jamais, depuis la guerre, l'édifice de 
paid; n'a été autant en danger qu'à ce 
:mornent..Jamais toutes les forces sombres du n’ont eu autant le droit d'es- jrrer...Le Japon, encouragé par les hésitations des principales puissances représentées au Conseil, encouragé par les ■lamentables tergiversations des Etats- Vnis et par le silence gêné de l’Angleterre, s’est moqué de toutes les recommandations du Conseil, de tous les rappels aux textes des traités et des pactes.Et répondant, hier, à la CommissionAies affaires étrangères, j'ai entendu un I «•ollèguc -- puisqu’il a i intention de répéter publiquement co qu’il nous a dit au cours de la séance, je peux bien donner son nom : M. Franklin-Bouillon --- caractériser comme criminelle«. toute politique qui s’opposerait eu l’Extrême-Orien', au Japon ».

Comme si une victoire du Japon sur ; 
la kS.D.N. ne constituerait pas le suc- . 
<•(■ > le plus néfaste pour ceux qm n ’ 
veulent iras que la S.D.N. ait des dro>ts 
de sanctions contre les fauteurs de 
guerre, pour ceux qui ne veulent rien 
savoir du front unique obligatoire de 
tous contre l’Ftat agresseur, principe 
dont la France n'a cessé de réclamer 
l'inscription dans'les statuts de la S. 
JJ. N.Comme si la victoire du Japon sur Je Conseil ne constituerait pas l’tn- «tàuragement le plus dangereux de tous ceux qui, en Allemagne ou dans d'au- mes pays, pensent pouvoir un jour se «ou ^traire au contrôle de la S.D.N.

C'est l'avcnvp^-d&'la paix de l'Eu
rope qui se joue actuellement en Asie. Eü si mintain qùeNsoit le théâtre de guerre, ce sont les intérêts les plus immédiats des Etats de lutre propre continent qui y sont engagés.
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' Le Japon « facteur d’ordre »...> Par une folle aberration, une grande partie de la presse française voit ou ,leint de voir dans le Japon un facteur d'ordre appels à mettre fin à « l’anarchie chinoise ». Funeste illusion ! o'k ji.Les CQitèéquences d’une défaite infligée par le Japon à la S.D.N., seraient redoutables pour l’ordre de paix dans le monde entier ! Et cette défaite de- • viendrait d’autant plus sensible, que les ; membres du Conseil n’auraient pas eu Je courage ou la clairvoyance de proclamer ouvertement les responsabilités | de l’Etat agresseur, de l’Etat violant I des engagements inscrits dans le Pacte, ; de l’Etat en révolte contre les recoin- 1 mandations du Conseil de la S.D.N..Dans sa séance d’aujourd'hui qui sera Secrète, comme celle d’hier, le Conseil aura à fixer l’orientation de ses efforts futurs. Qu’on, invite, au nom du pacte Kellogg, le général Dawes d’y assister. Que lord Cecil qui remplacera Sir John Simon, obligé de retourner à Londres, essaye de mettre en pratique les adjurations qu’il a si souvent adressées à la S.D.N. Que M. Aristide Briand, président du Consi-il, ne se laisse pas détourner du chemin sur lequel il s’était engagé jusqu’ici.S’il y a encore un moyen pouvant faire réfléchir le Japon, empêcher la ’ Chine de proclamer la guerre de défense, c’est une attitude franche du Conseil et des Etats-Unis. Le monde les attend à l’œuvre...
A S. G.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(e) and 5(D) or (e)
Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
ByO> NARS, Date

Enclosure No. 39 to Despatch No. 1987 
of November 20, 1931.

From the .Embassy at Paris.
Extract from LS TTOTIDIEN, November 19, 1931

Pendant 
que l’on délibère...

L
es événements gagnent de vi

tesse les décisions des hommes 
d’Etat.

Tandis que le Conseil de la 
S. D. N. délibère, les troupes japo
naises agissent. Elles ont occupé 
Tsitsikar. C’est-à-dire le nœud de 
voies ferrées qui assure les commu
nications entre la Mandchourie et 

t la province de Vladivostock.
। Faut-il dire que cette information 
[ sensationnelle a jeté une vive émo
tion parmi les diplomates réunis, 
hier après-midi, au Quai d’Orsay ?

Ni les recommandations des deux 
premières conférences ouvertes à 
Genève pour régler le conflit sino- 
japonais, ni les interventions pres
santes de M. Aristide Briand, n’ont 
pu maîtriser l’impatience des trou
pes en présence. X
/' Et cela est d’une terrible gravitéX 
/Nous voyons, en ce mémènt, com
bien sont impuissantes lès barrières 
de papier que les plus grandes na
tions du mondé se sont efforcées 
d’élever pour la sauvegarde de la/ 
paix. '
ï Ce n’est pas seulement l’autorité 
oe la S. D. N., qui s’avère inefficace, 
c’est aussi le pacte Briand-Kellogg. 
signé par les deux pays dont les 
troupes s’entre-choqùent en Extrê
me-Orient.

Il est écrit, dans la Charte dé lat 
Société de Genève qu’il faudra re- 
çourir à l’arbitrage avant toute ac-1 
|ion militaire. !

. II est écrit, dans le pacte Kellogg, 
que les Etats signataires « s’enga
gent à ne recourir en aucun cas à 
la guerre pour des fins politiques »... 
On a fait plus encore, on a adopté 
une formule laconique, en écrivant: 
la guerre est mise hors la loi l

Et c'est l’illégalité de la guerre 
qui l’emporte, sur tous les moyens ; 
juridiques pour la rendre à jamais 
impossible.

Rien n’est plus douloureusement 
déconcertant.

Nous avons toujours lutté, au । 
Quotidien, avec une conviction ar
dente et sincère, pour imposer la 
confiance dans les garanties que 
nous offraient les conventions, les 
traités et les pactes.
/ Nous avons cru, et nous vouloh# 
croire encore à la valeur irrésistible 
des forces morales appuyées sur Gel 
nève, sur La Haye, sur Locarno. Oa 
voici le démenti des faits. . { f

Faut-il se résigner à voir l’Asie 
s’enflammer ?

Nous ne voulons pas croire à une 
telle catastrophe. Il y a toujours, 
pour les hommes de grande*  foi, un 
effort à tenter.

Toutes les volontés de paix doir 
vent être tendues, aujourd’hui, 
pour empêcher ou tout au moins 
limiter le désastre, arrêter l’effusion 
du sang. v

Mais quel attgista^prélùde à la 
Conférence prochaine du désarme- < 
lAent • J.I.JMW.H 111 I

LE QUOTIDIEN. I
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Les événements de Mandchourie
■—.........    "■.................................. 11,1............................. '"Ml,-,

U Cwtwl de la S. D. N.
à tenu âèiK séances secrètes , 

et a entendi| séparément 
les délétés japonais et chinois

: sans rien conclure
. Les affaires de la S. D. N. ne s'arran
gent pas. Celles de la, Chine, non plus. 
Les deux ' séances ^sécrètes » tenues ; 
hier, à onze heures et à dix-sept*heures,  j 
par « les Douze », ne_ semblenttPfls avoir । 
avancé les choses,*et  le -fait qu'aucun ! 
communiqué n’a élé.pùblié dans le cours ‘ 
de la. jpurhée es|, par lub-rhèpie, .asèez 
significatif.1 j • ’ : ' I ;

Ce n’est point “à*  cpré gué négociations 
et poutfiartené^nti otiôm'é, metis'la po
sition du fafâfà'**- — renforcée', pèut-on 
même 'diref p^’ses \devers- sucl'è^ mi
litaires;— dêi^ure da-mêmie, et se. pré- ; 
cise ': ftégpcüLwjtys 'diffectes àveb la Chiï 
ne sur les, cî^: ypmnt'S fondamentaux. 
En ce ,qïi^\cdnôx^é\ le cinquième ypolnt. 
— qui. Çst cPtl^^u^ ^èqdel Ion discute.; 
et qui 'cémpefn^Ee] respect Id^s traités, 
d’où déâdÙlent tès 'droits' du Japon en 
Mandchourie —> 'fokïo précise mainte
nant ÇW’ON ?>E JPOIT EAIKE AUCUN® DIS-, i 
tinction entjœ eux. Et c’est cela qué ; 
M. Yoshizowa. n’a. pas manque d’exposer. j 
hier, entre dix-sept ' et •dix-neuf heures, 
aux Douze, devant qui il s’est exprimé 
en ■ japonais, a^n ^dns doute que sa pen
sée, flit, plus'prééi^t^

On 'comprendrait niai cette insistance 
du gouvernement japonais à vouloir fai
re accepter par Nankin les traités en 
question comme ayant une égale valeur 
juridique, si l’on ne savait qu’en fait 
le gouvernement chinois n’a jamais en
tendu mettre lesdits traités sur un mê
me pied.

Précisons.
Les traités concernant les droits du 

Japon en Mandchourie sont de trois ! 
sortes.

U y a le traité du 22 décembre 1905, 
complété par le protocole d’avril 1906. 
Il y a le traité de Chientao, conclu le 
4 septembre 1909. Il y a enfin le fameux 
traité, dit « dés vingt et une demandes », 
signé — partiellement — le 25 mai 1915 
à Pékin et, à Tokio, en juin de la même 
année.

Or, dans sa position actuelle, le Japon 
demande à la chine de reconnaître à ces 
trois Instruments diplomatiques la mê
me valeur.

A quoi la Chine répond — et ç’a été, 
hier après-midi, le rôle du docteur Sze 
de le faire au^nom du gouvernement nor 
tional de Nankin — que leur valeur est 
essentiellement inégale.



Extract from veurope

la paix.

nouvelle.* November 7 1931.
nouss, sur

mique.

1987
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From the Embassy at Paris

Quelles seraient ces modifi-catio
M.exémplcherais 1
M. Borasi faiire sequi concern

senssens contraire
Le reporter. — Et^quelle serait la procédure que vous conseilleriez de suivie à cet effet, monsieur le sénateur ?

ment.

M. Borah. — C est virai, si on entendait réunir toutesles nations intéressées au Traité de jrsailles : mais
nations

M. Borah. — Oui.
Le reporter. — Pensez-vous, monsieur le sénate
M. Borah. — Vousde la Russie

Le reporter. De même, monteur le sénateur, je

fissions le premier pas ?
M. Borah. — Je ne /Voudrais pas que dans cette

l’effeinternaticiers.
Une disenous rendre

ine.

reconnaissonstaies, nous
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. Borah. — Non, yai parlé de « revision ». 
, reporter. — Parfaitement.Un\ autre reporter

ah. — J en ai mentionné, quelques-unes. Par si j’étais libre d’agir à ma guise, je retran-réparations.
Le reposer. — Le statut territorial ?— Puis, je modifierais le corridor polonais ouvait ; je modifierais la situation en ce
Le rexporter.

Haute-Silésie, si cela m’était possible.Malgré le plébiscite T
M. Borah. -A A mon sens, le plébiscite tendait enpensa que les suffrages avaient un
M. Borah. — Cela paîtrait se faire, à condition de s’en tenir aux méthodes^pacifiques, si les nations intéressées se réunissaient eH vue d’effectuer le changeLe reporter. — Ne pensez .. ,fj’t les nations en conféœenc modifications, un malaise terrible régnerait dans toute l’Europe ; que les prétentio

us pas que si on reunis-. afin d’examiner toutesseraient exagérées :que la réunion d’une si grande Conférence pourraitdonner lieu à toutes sortes de difficultés ?
si on ne voulait s occuper que d une quê^ion spéciale.comme celle du corridor polonais, ou d’unèLautre question du même genre, on ne réunirait pas%toutes lesnations. On ne réunirait que les trois ou quaiparticulièrement intéressées.

Le reporter. — C’est la procédure qui, à votrKavis,serait possible et désirable ?
que la force de la Russie, j’entends sa force commciale autant que militaire, devrait ou ne devrait pas% exercer une influence sur le désarmement de l’Europe ?Trouvez-vous que la Russie est agressive ?connaissez mes opinions au sujet

Le reporter. — Je ne connais pas vos opinions Al’égard de la Russie, en tant que force économique.
M. Borah. — J’ai été partisan de la reconnaissance de la Russie, et je pense que tant que nous ne nous déciderons pas à la reconnaître, la solution du prQblèmeeuropéen sera beaucoup retardée. En d’autres termes,nous ne pouvons pas aller trouver la France, la Tchécoslovaquie, la Yougoslavie, la Roumanie, et leurdéclarer : « Nous pensons que vous avez une trop grande armée, trop de soldats. Nous pensons que vous alors que la Russie est à leur portedevriez désarmer », avec 600.000 hommes bien disciplinés et que nousautres, éloignés d’elle de 5.000 milles, nous avons d’elle une si grande peur que nous ne sommes pas disposés à la reconnaître. Je crois que dans ..cette affaire l’initiative appartient aux Etats-Unis. /pense que vous êtes bien d’avis ue nous ne pouvons

1951
IV. — M» Hoover a la presse (24 octobre 19/1)Le président du conseil des ministres de (Frana fait un grand honneur en venant dans notretout en ces temps de grave responsabilité.J’ai confiance que sa visite aura des résultats profitables pour l’avenir. Je n’ai pas besoin d/répéter que l’objet de nos conversations a été de trouver des terrains d’entente permettant d’accroître l^onfiance dans les relations internationales et dans Ae monde éconoJ’ai plusieurs fois affirmé que/le monde souffrait plus d’une confiance gelée que disponibilités gelées.La presse joue un rôle impoç&nt dans le développement de la bonne volonté q doit servir de base àcette confiance, en préparant les terrains sur lesquels puisse progresser la coopér on et l’action constructive.J’ai foi que vous, de la,presse française, emporterez d’agréables souvenirs de votre visite et que vous comprendrez la bonne volonté et l’esprit amical du peuple américain.
V.— Communiqué de MM. Laval et Hoover

(25 octobre 1931)L amitié traditionnelle des Etats-Unis et de la France, l’absence entre nos deux gouvernements de tout différend, !a tradition d’une longue collaboration en vue dela paix du monde, tradition à laquelle le Pacte Briand- Kellogg est venu donner un nouvel éclat, rendent possible et opportun pour les représentants de nos gouvernements l’examen, sous tous leurs aspects, des nqm- breux problèmes dans lesquels ils sont tous deuxintéressés.Le devoir des hommes d’Etat est de ne négliger aucun moyen de collaboration pratique pour le bien commun.Ce principe est particulièrement important au moment où le monde attend une direction qui l’aide à surmonter la dépression présente, si funeste à tant de foyers.Les relations confiantes entre les gouvernements sont un élément essentiel du relèvement rapide que nous devons rechercher. Nous avons entrepris la tâche qui nous incombait dans un esprit d’entière franchise.Les progrès que nous avons accomplis sont réels. Nousvous examiné la situation économique du monde etr^nsemble des relations internationales qui s’y rapporte es problèmes de la conférence actuellement envue’'pour la limitation et la réduction des armements,e la dépression sur les paiements des dettesintergouvemementales, la stabilisation des changes aux, et autres sujets économiques ou finan-ion familière et cordiale, nous permit denature des pr l’intention d’e mpte d’une manière plus précise de laèmes envisagés. Nous n’avons pas eu er nos gouvernements, mais plutôtde chercher sur lë^errain des faits le moyen pour cha-cun de nos deux pa d’agir d’une manière plus efficacedans son propre doC’est notre résolution^eommune que la conférence pour la limitation et la réduction des armements ne laissepas passer la grande occasion qui s offre, et saches’acquitter de ce qui const tâche véritable : l’or-ganisation solide et durableEn ce qui concerne les obligations intergouvernemen-difier les réparationspas demander aux gens de m Traité de Versaille/1 pas fait acte de notre disposition à annuler toutes nosprévues aucréances de guerre ? tant que nous n’aurons lavant l’expiration derangement couvrant
M. Borah. — Ma foi, je voudrais que ces deux faits...
Le reporter. — Voudriez-vous que là encore nous

affaire un pas précédât l’autre. (Rires.) Je voudrais qu’ils fussent l’un ef l’autre, simultanément, un fait accompli, parce que’ je craindrais qu’il ne surgît quel

l’année de suspension Hoover, la période de dépression économique peut être nécessaire, arrangement sur les termes Vt conditions duquel nos deux gouvernements font toute^ réserves. L’initiative de cet arrangement devra être ise par les puissances européennes principalement intéressées, dans le cadre de l’accord en vigueur avant le juillet 1932.Nous nous sommes occupés spécialement des princinos gouver-que difficulté.
Le reporter. ^Monsieur le sénateur, si aucun autrejournaliste français n’a de question à vous poser, puis-je me faire leur porte-parole à tous en vous remerciant v/vement de l’exposé très franc et très convaincant dp'vos opinions sur ces questions.M. Borqh. — Eh bien, Messieurs, j’ai parlé franchement —/ peut-être pas d’une façon diplomatique •— mais c^ést à vous, Messieurs, de décider ce que vous voulez-7publier de tout ce que j’ai dit. Votre jugement sur /e point vaut mieux que le mien ; mais les questions m’ayant été posées, j’ai pensé qu’elles demandaient des réponses franches, et autant que je l’ai pu, jZ vous lés ai données. Je suis très heureux d’avoir eu l’occasion de m’entretenir avec vous.

/ Le reporter. — Merci. Nous vous sommes tous très / reconnaissants.
(traduit du « New-York Times »)

paux moyens grâce auxquels les efforts nements pourraient s’employer à la resta ---- —. stabilité économique et de la confiance, en^Darticulier. Nous sommes convaincus de l’importance d^la stabi-tion de la
lité monétaire comme élément essentiel de la Restauration de la vie économique, normale dans le monfte, pour laquelle le maintien de l’étalon-or en France aux Etats-Unis constitue un facteur de première importancesNous continuerons à étudier toutes les méthodesSusceptibles de conduire à la stabilité des changes, Bien que, dans le court délai dont nous avons disposé, il Tçe nous ait pas été possible de formuler des programm définit, nous avons pu constater que nous envisagion sous le même jour la nature de ces problèmes économiques et financiers. Cette identité de vues est de nature à faciliter pour nos gouvernements respectifs une action efficace. x

(Ce texte a déjà été donné dans L’Europe Nouvelle du \ 31 octobre 1931. Nous le republions pour la commodité \ 
du dossier.} \
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Pacifique et Colonies
Le conflit d’Extrême-Orient.

Le Conseil de la Société des Nations doit se réunir le 16 novembre pour reprendre en mains 
le règlement du conflit sino-japonais. Depuis qu’il s’est séparé, les choses ont considérablement 
évolué. Le Conseil se trouvera, le 16, devant une situation nouvelle. La vivante chronique de 
M. Roger Lévy permet de suivre cette évolution. La lettre adressée, le 29 octobre, par M. Briand 
à M. Yoshizawa —* qu’on trouvera plus loin parmi nos documents — montre que la période des 
arguties japonaises est passée : le problème est enfin posé dans toute sa clarté. Il est possible main
tenant de tirer les leçons que comporte l’affaire.

Premièrement : la Chine a, fort justement d’ailleurs, excipé de l’article 11 du Pacte. 
Mais une décision efficace impliquait l’assentiment de tous les membres du Conseil. Cet asseA 
timent général n’a pas été obtenu et le Japon a pu, par son veto, tenir en échec tout le mécanisiW 
de Genève. Exemple admirable du danger, souvent indiqué, que présente la fameuse règle de 
l’unanimité.

Deuxièmement : la Société des Nations, soucieuse d’appliquer dans toute sa rigueur la procé
dure qui fut prévue et mise au point dans un esprit occidental, pour des problèmes occidentaux, 
s’est trouvée gênée, maladroite, dans un différend exclusivement oriental. Quel rapport existe-t-il 
entre 1*  « Etat » chinois et un Etat français, anglais, allemand? Aucun. Le souci d’universalité de 
l’institution de Genève s’est révélé, à l’épreuve, une faiblesse. Là où la Société des Nations peut être 
véritablement efficiente, c’est quand elle intervient entre des puissances de même densité poli
tique. Son avenir est avant tout dans les limites occidentales ; précisons : dans les limites de l’Union 
européenne.

Troisièmement : les Etats-Unis ont été invités à collaborer. Ils ont accepté. On voyait déjà 
en eux le bras séculier qui allait agir. Or, voici que, très rapidement, Washington s’est bien gardé 
de faire le gendarme. Loin de faire cavalier seul, l’Américain s’est contenté d’apposer une quator
zième signature à côté des treize signatures genevoises, et ceux qui, déjà, opposaient l’énergie 
réaliste des Yankee à l’éloquence inutile du Conseil, ont déchanté. L’Amérique n’a peut-être pas 
fait un pas vers la Société des Nations ; elle a du moins trouvé prudent de se mettre temporairement 
à son ombre, sans doute parce qu’elle ne tenait pas à prendre ses responsabilités.

Or, dans cette affaire exceptionnellement difficile, pour toutes les raisons que nous venons 
de dire, tous ont, d’instinct, tourné les yeux vers le seul homme dont l’autorité morale pouvait 
être efficace, vers l’homme qui, précisément, a tenu à renforcer le cadre européen de la Société 
des Nations. Tout ce qui a pu être obtenu, c’est à M. Briand qu’on le doit.

Un dernier point : il s’est — il faut bien le dire — trouvé des voix pour affirmer qu’après 
tout, une guerre, si loin de nous, si spéciale, aurait son utilité. Il s’en trouve maintenant pour 
interpréter l’affaire mandchourienne comme l’amorce d’un conflit russo-japonais. Nous avons le 
devoir ici d’intervenir, de dénoncer un état d’esprit aussi monstrueux. La guerre, où qu’elle soit, 
quels que soient les belligérants, est toujours la guerre. Et nous lui disons : Non. — E. N.

La session extraordinaire du Conseil de la S. d. N.
(13 octobre-24 octobre). — Présence des Etats- 
Unis. — Et la Russie0’ *

Le 30 septembre dernier, le Conseil de la So
ciété des Nations se séparait, à Genève, non 
sans adresser ses recommandations à la Chine et 
au Japon. Il s’ajournait au 14 octobre pour une 
nouvelle session que le conflit mandchourien en 
pleine évolution l’obligeait de prévoir. Mais les
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(1) Cf. nos articles des 5 septembre et 3 octobre 1931 
où sont exposées les positions des puissances en Mand
chourie depuis trente ans, et relatés les incidents du 
18 septembre. Le numéro du 3 octobre contient encore 
les documents diplomatiques publiés dans la période 
18-30 septembre 1931. — R. L.

L’article qui suit fait partie du dossier 30 B (La S. d. N. 
et l’Extrême-Orient), 150 B (Les Etats-Unis et les pro
blèmes du Pacifique), et 156 B (La Chine et le Japon).

termes die cette résolution indiquaient assez, dans 
leur prudence voilée, que Hé Conseil croyait alors 
à une détente qui le dispenserait d’un nouveau 
voyage. Ces espoirs furent déçus. La session pré
vue pour le 14 dut même être avancée sur la 
demande expresse du représentant de Ha Chine, 
lequel disait avoir reçu des renseignements gra
ves concernant des opérations militaires « d’un 

' caractère offensif de la part des forces japonaises 
en Mandchourie ». IH s’agissait notamment du 
bombardement par avions de lia ville de Kin- 
tcheou. v

De son côté, le gouvernement japonais signa
lait l’existence en Chine d’un tort mouvement 
antijaponais : vexations obligeant les ressortis-
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L’EUROPE NOUVELLE 1497sants japonais à évacuer certaines localités, et boycottage des marchandises japonaises.On voit ainsi que le conflit qui oppose le Japon et la Chine débordé infiniment le lieu même des hostilités ou tout au moins des échauffourées.
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Une discussion juridique : le représentant des 
Etats-Unis peut-il siéger à la table du Conseil ?On s’est donc réuni à Genève le 113 octobre.Le représentant de l’Espagne, M. die Madariaga, a cédé la présidence à M. Briand qui, en l’acceptant galamment, a marqué dès l’abord h difficulté de la discussion qui s’ouvrait.Retenons pour exemple, avant que ne s’élève le dialogue des représentants autorisés chinois et '-japonais, à la table du Conseil, ce que quelques textes officiels ou officieux offrent quotidiennement à l’attention anxieuse d’un Occidental, par la voie dés journaux :Les Chinois se plaignent que 100 cavaliers japonais aient été aperçus à Hsinmin (cette constatation ne peut éveiller aucune idée précise chez le lecteur qui ne consultera aucune carte et ne comprendra pas si cette ville est dans la zone S. M. R., si sa position stratégique est d’importance, etc.) ;Les Chinois annoncent la présence d’aéroplanes japonais au-dessus de Kharbine ;Les Chinois annoncent que les Japonais arment les Mongols, lancent des bombes sur des terres chinoises...De leur côté, les Japonais relatent des actes de brigandage à Moukden ou aux environs non placés sous le contrôle des troupes japonaises ;Les Japonais se plaignent que des comités nationaux du parti nationaliste en Chine mènent une propagande, organisent des manifestations antijapon aises ;Les Japonais signalent que leurs ressortissants en Chine centrale et à Changhaï se réfugient dans les consulats ou sur les navires japonais croisant normalement dans les eaux chinoises.Mentionnons, en passant, telle dépêche Reuter, c’est-à-dire d'origine britannique, qui fait état d’opérations japonaises autour de Moukden, dans un sens nettement défavorable au Japon.De ces réalités, le Conseil de la S. d. N. va être distrait un moment par un fait nouveau, d’ailleurs d’un intérêt capital, mais qui relève davantage des fictions diplomatiques et des abstractions juridiques.En effet, le 16 octobre, (M. Briand rappelait que le Conseil, dans sa session de septembre, avait décidé d’ouvrir ses dossiers aux Etats-Unis : la proposition de communiquer tous documents concernant le conflit ayant été adoptée le 22 septembre, la question maintenant se pose de savoir s'il n’y a pas lieu de resserrer encore cette collaboration, de la faire passer du dbmaine écrit au domaine verbal en invitant — conformément à de nombreux précédents qui ont été pratiqués vis-à- vis du gouvernement des Etats-Unis, non pas quand il s’agissait du Conseil, mais quand il s’agissait de Commissions — le gouvernement des Etats-Unis à prendre place à la table du Conseil.Suit alors une très subtile discussion.(M. Yoshizawa, ambassadeur du Japon, invoque l’article 4 du Pacte, paragraphe 6, où*  il est écrit : « Tout membre de la Société qui ri est pas 
représenté au Conseil est invité à y envoyer siéger 
un représentant lorsqu'une question qui l'intéresse 
particulièrement est portée devant le Conseil.L’a question en suspens intéresse sans doute par-

ticulièrement les Etats-Unis : n’intéresse-t-elle pas au même chef l’U. R. S. S. ou la Turquie ?Devant cette incertitude, le représentant du Japon est fondé à demander si il’Américain siégera en observateur, sur un pied d’égalité avec les autres membres, ou s’il aura les mêmes droits et les mêmes devoirs que ceux-ci ?Un précédent sera-t-il créé? La décision d’inviter un Etat non-membre ne devrait-elle pas être prise à l'unanimité, selon la règle normale préconisée dans le Pacte ?A quoi M. /Briand réplique qu’on est en face d’un cas de procédure et que l’invitation peut être décidée à la majorité.Or donc le Conseil, après de louables efforts pour lier le Pacte Briand-Kellogg et celui de la S. d. N., décide, en séance privée, à l’unanimité moins une voix (la formule vaut d’être retenue), qu’il y a lieu d’envoyer l’invitation au gouvernement des Etats-Unis.M. Yoshizawa proteste : la question, aux yeux de son gouvernement, est constitutionnelle.Mais MM. Briand et Grandi, forts de la décision prise à l’unanimité en septembre pour la communication des pièces aux Etats-Unis, pensent qu’on peut étendre la collaboration écrite à la présence effective... La lettre d’invitation est envoyée ; le 16 octobre, M. Prentiss Gilbert prend place enfin à la séance du Conseil.Est-il besoin d’ajouter que les souhaits de bienvenue qui l’y saluaient signifiaient assez que, dans les annales die la S. d. N., un acte d’importance venait de s’accomplir : pour la première fois depuis onze ans que la S. d. N. existe, — elle qui naquit de la volonté du président Wilson, mais que, pour les raisons que l’on sait, les Etats- Unis n’ont pas voulu rallier, — pour la première fois un représentant de cette République des Etats- Unis qu’entraînent en quelque sorte malgré elle [’enchaînement des causes et des faits et aussi ses intérêts vivaces en Mandchourie — s’assied, observateur quasi-silencieux (mais de quel poids peut être un tel silence !) à la table du Conseil.
« Retirez vos troupes», disent les Chinois, — « Oui, 

après entente préalable sur les principes fon
damentaux », répondent les Japonais,Ouverte le 13 octobre, la session extraordinaire du Conseil devait se prolonger jusqu’au 24.M. Yoshizawa affirmait tout de suite que son pays n’a aucune visée territoriale en Mandchourie et qu’il a la ferme intention de retirer ses troupes dès que les circonstances permettront de le faire sans danger. « Ce retrait est déjà commencé. Plus de la moitié des troupes envoyées après le 18 septembre en dehors de la zone ont été ramenées à proximité et il ne reste plus, loin d’elle, qu’environ 2.250 hommes. »2.250 hommes ! Est-ce pour la présence die ces minces effectifs répartis sur un territoire plus grand que la France — en dehors, il est vrai, des étroites bandes territoriales et des villes réservées aux Japonais — que le conflit demeurera latent et menacera de s’envenimer encore ? Oui, mais il y a les'principes ; et d’autres causes plus profondes que nous n’avions pas mentionnées le 3 octobre, afin de ne pas fatiguer le lecteur par les mille facettes du problème mandchourien. Nous en montrerons tout à l'heure.Le Conseil croit pouvoir mettre d’accord les antagonistes. Le 22 septembre, il rédige une résolution qui, rappelant essentiellement les termes de celle du 30 septembre, démande le retrait pro-
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IT1498 L’EUROPE NOUVELLEgressif des trompes japonaises à l’intérieur de la zone du chemin de fer et des mesures chinoises en vue d’assurer la sécurité aux ressortissants japonais, et conseille aux deux gouvernements de constituer entre eux quelque commission de conciliation.« De quoi s’agit-il en somme, dit M. Briand. — On entend cette voix grave qui tente d’arranger les choses, cette parole mesurée et sage qui force l’admiration de tous les membres du Conseil, ainsi qu’en témoignent leurs déclarations multipliées. — De quoi s’agit-il en somme? Voici un pays qui occupe un territoîhe. Il y a des ressortissants, des intérêts. On lui dit : « Il faut ces- c. ser l’occupation. » Tl répond : « Je ne demande « pas mieux, je ne H’ai pas faite avec satisfaction « et si j’avais pu m’en dispenser je n’y aurais '< pas manqué. »Le Japon va-t-il accepter la résolution du Conseil? Que non pas. Il lui soumet un contre-projet, dont les termes ressemblent bien, à première lecture, sur plus d’un point, à ceux de la résolution. (Mais un paragraphe 4 stipule que le Japon 
procédera au retrait dans la zone du chemin de fer 
de ses troupes se trouvant encore dans quelques 
localités et en dehors de ladite zone avec l'apaise
ment des esprits et la détente de la situation par 
la réalisation d'une entente préalable entre les 

( gouvernements chinois et japonais sur les principes fondamentaux régissant les relations nor
males, c'est-à-dire permettant d'avoir l'assurance 
de la sécurité de la vie des ressortissants japonais 
et de la protection des biens leur appartenant...Principes fondamentaux? Quels principes ? a Ouais, s’exclame Lord Cecil, quelle est l’entité mystérieuse qui porte le nom de principes fonda
mentaux ? »Il est très difficile pour le Conseil de procéder à l’examen de points de ce genre avant de savoir exactement ce que ces mots veulent dire.L’ambassadeur espagnol Salvador de Madariaga renchérira : « L’évacuation dépend de la sécurité, la sécurité dépend de l’apaisement, et l’apaisement dépend du règlement d’un certain nombre de questions qui n’ont rien à faire avec la sécurité ni avec l’évacuation. » Et son dernier et frappant argument sera : « J’éprouve de sérieux doutes à accepter la thèse suivant laquelle un gouvernement est responsable de la sécurité de ses ressortissants dans un pays étranger. »

Au vote sur le contre-projet japonais, une seule main se lève en sa faveur : célle de M. Yoshizawa. 
Au vote sur la résolution du Conseil, toutes les mains l’approuvent — sauf celles dû Japonais. L’unanimité requise n’a pu être trouvée. Le Conseil, une fois encore, s’ajourne ; cette fois, au 16 novembre.

Principes fondamentaux.

[je Japon — cela est clair — veut profiter de la situation pour débrider l’abcès, améliorer ses reflations avec les Chinois sur toute l’étendue de la Chine, pour faire reconnaître de nouveau ses droits spéciaux sur la Mandchourie.Nous avons exposé précédemment la place particulière que le Japon s’est faite en Mandchourie depuis trente ans : chemins de fer, villes, hôpitaux, industries, mines, tous les éléments de prospérité, il les y a apportés ou créés. Un appel de la population chinoise par ces mesures, par cette prospérité, a été provoqué. Mais on conçoit que la masse chinoise, en énorme majorité, puisse être mécontente contre les Japonais ou leurs ressor-
. U t

tissants Coréens, et veuille les mettre à la porte de chez elle.Et les traités ?Voici la contradiction fondamentale du débat.La Chine parle de la S. d. N. et du Pacte Kellogg, « ces ancres de salut auxquelles elle a amarré son navire ». La Chine invoque l’article il ; elle réclame aide et protection à la Société des Nations, dépositaire des traités, gardienne de cette fiction en devenir : la justice internationale. Fort bien. Quant au Japon, respectueux, lui aussi, de traités et de pactes, il n’admet pas que l’on parte en guerre..., fût-ce contre des traités, les inégaux ou les autres I II déclare qu’il soumettra bientôt au Conseil une liste de traités dont, selon lui, la Chine n’a pas observé les Clauses.
Qui a tort et qui a raison ?Dans cet imbroglio qui a tort et qui a raison ?Les Chinois méritent-ils d’être encouragés s’ils veulent développer eux-mêmes dés réseaux de chemins de fer en Mandchourie? On n’oserait le nier.Et pourtant : « A la base de cette partie du problème, écrit M. Jean Escarra (i), il y a la question si débattue du protocole secret du 22 décembre 1905. Ce protocole, d’après les Japonais, aurait été joint au Traité de Pékin, en date du même jour, par lequel la Chine donnait son adhésion aux stipulations du Traité de Portsmouth dans lesquelles elle était directement intéressée (transfert par la Russie au Japon de la ligne Tch’ang-tch’ouen-Dairen et du territoire à bail du Kouan-tong). L’article 3 de ce protocole serait ainsi rédigé :« Le gouvernement chinois, en vue dé protéger les intérêts du South Mandchurian Railway, s’engage, tant que ledit chemin de fer ne lui aura pas fait retour, à ne construire aucune ligne principale dans le voisinage de ce chemin de fer, ou parallèle à ce chemin de fer, ni aucune ligne secondaire qui pourraient porter préjudice aux intérêts du chemin dé fer susmentionné. »Dans ce cas, plusieurs lignes récemment construites en Mandchourie par la Chine sont en contradiction avec cette clause. Mais le gouvernement chinois fait observer que ces lignes sont des entreprises privées.« Il n’est pas possible de prendre parti », conclut M. Escarra, qui ne cache pourtant pas ses sympathies de juriste à l’égard de la Chine. Et voilà résumée une de ces causes profondes auxquelles nous faisions allusion et qui motivent d’infinies discussions entre la Chine et le Japon.Autre aspect des intérêts japonais sur les lignes dé chemins de fer ; il en est sur lesquelles le Japon exerce un contrôle parce qu’elles ont été construites par la Chine avec des capitaux empruntés aux Japonais. Parmi celles-ci, il y a précisément la ligne Kirin-Toh’an-tch’ouen, d’une importance exceptionnelle puisqu’elle est la base de l’expansion japonaise à l’Est du S. M. R. Or c’est Kirin que les Japonais, soi-disant pour se défendre, ont occupé au lendemain du 18 septembre.

Faites entrer l'ours moscovite...Quand le représentant du Japon discutait la présence de l’observateur américain au Conseil,
(1) On ne saurait assez recommander la lecture et 

l’étude de l’important'ouvrage que M. Jean Escarra vient 
de consacrer à La Chine et le droit international (A. 
Pedone, 1931) ; c’est le plus lumineux exposé, la plus 
précise et abondante documentation sur la condition in
ternationale de la Chine contemporaine.
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clps-inspecteurs » européens, donneront à leurs compatriotes les premiers soins, dirigeront «lur l’hôimUl les malades gravement atteints et s’attacheront à vulgariser dans les villages les règles élémenVires d’hygiène.Voici ne créé — au prix de quel labeur soutenu ! —Xl’organismel qui permettra d’engager enfin avec elque succès la lutte contre la maladie. 'Cela ne\uffit pas. Il faut également com

 

mencer le boX combat contre les principales causes de cette\ffroyable mortalité qui, à une 

 

ïnère, enlève sept^fc ‘huit enfants sur dix. Il s’agit 

 

ici, non pas seulenî^nt de guérir, mais encore et surtout de prévenir. sider autant que possible aux naissances, soign bébés et mamans, éduquer celles-ci ; c’est un ravel dffort à accomplir et c’est l’initiative privée <cfui va tout d’abord s’en charger. \

En 1901, en effet, le dod^m*  Villette crée à Tananarive une maternité qui Iprend immédiatement une telle importance que, dès 1902, le général Galliéni la subventionne, l’annexe comme école de sages-femmes à l’Ecole Hp médecine, institue un diplôme et, la même anhée, décide que désormais sera réservé aux sagés-femmes munies de ce diplôme ou d’un titre français, le droit d’exercer dans la colonie. \Ainsi s’asseoit sur de solides fondations leggros œuvre de l’assistance médicale. Avec persévérance, les gouverneurs généraux qui succèdent à Galliéni vont s’attacher à terminer l’édifice, à, Fagrandir, à bâtir des annexes. Au centre, la pe-\ tite école de 1896 et l’hôpital modeste qui s'’y accroche sont remplacés aujourd’hui par des bâtiments qui couvrent plusieurs hectares et qui, installés suivant les règles de la technique la plus moderne, sont peut-être les plus beaux de nos / établissements coloniaux et peuvent soutenu^ avantageusement la comparaison avec les hôpitaux des colonies étrangères. La section de Madagascar ;à l’Exposition a montré d’ailleurs au/visiteurs une fidèle reproduction en relief tfe cet ensemble imposant. /Au fur et à mesure que se forme le perjïonnel et que s’accroissent les ressources, l’assjétance se développe ; dans' tous les principaux Centres des hôpitaux sont créés ; peu à peu, dqns toutes les régions, s’ouvrent des dispensaireset des maternités. Partout 'la population demande, réclame médecins et sages-femmes, s’offre à construire bénévolement les bâtiments nécessaires. Il faut, trop souvent résister, refuser ou du moins surseoir faute de personnel. Au reste, en cette matière, les chiffres sont particulièrement éloquents :En 1896 : 40.000 consultations ;En 1904 : 1.400.000 consultations ;En 1930 : 2.205.000 consultations.Pendant cette dernière année, les hôpitaux ont traité 51.000 indigènes et les maternités pratiqué 36.000 accouchements' !iG’est qu’au jourd’hui l’organisation créée il y a 35 ans à peine jComprend 6 hôpitaux régionaux, 46 centres hospitaliers complets (avec maternités et dispensaires), 9 hôpitaux avec dispensaires (sans maternités), 123 postes sanitaires complets (dispensaires et postes d’accouchements), 52 dis- . pensaires 'et 25 postes d’accouchements isolés.Le seul hôpital principal de Tananarive, centre d’instruction des élèves de l’Ecole de médecine, peut recevoir 400 à 500 malades.

Quel que soit son développement, cette organisation ne peut porter tous ses fruits qu’à la condi-

NOUVELLEtion d’être secondée par des laboratoires, des établissements de préservation et des œuvres/'sociales. /Le gouvernement hova avait vainement tenté d’enrayer la variole, qui faisait de nomnreus'es victimes. En 1898 est décrétée la création à Tananarive d’un Institut Pasteur qui, (Jè's l’année suivante, fournit le vaccin jennerien jén quantité suffisante pour répondre à tous les/besoins. Peu à peu toute la population de la GrajÆle Ile est vaccinée et la variole disparaît. /L'Institut installe ensuite un service antirabique jet la rage est vaincue à son toyr.Enfin l’étude des maladies/nfectieuses, la préparation et la distribution ïfe sérums et de vaccins, la Hutte contre la perfe obligent Rétablissement à étendre de plus ejf plus s'es moyens d’action. Local à l’origine,/H est d’ailleurs rattaché depuis peu «à l’Institu^iPasteur de Paris par une^ convention conclue gftre celui-ci et le gouverneur-^ général. fLes services rendus par l’institut sont incalculables et mériteraient une étude spéciale à laquelle nous' ne pouvons malheureusement consacrer ici la place nécf/saire.'Comme 1/ variole, la lèpre avait préoccupé les dirigeant^fiialgaches aussi bien que les Missions. Celles-ci/àvaient fondé quatre léproseries ; elles existenFtoujourS et l’A. M. I. en a ajouté six. Au total jgfés établissements’hospitalisent aujourd’hui envi/on 3.600 lépreux qui y vivent sans contrainte. En/outre, dans cinq villages spéciaux sont can- tpnnés 500 malades.y / A partir de 1921 il a fallu entreprendre une lutte Xsévère contre la peste qui, malgré les précautions
f prises, avait pénétré sur les hauts plateaux. Elle ydemeure à l’état endémique, mais les épidémies onHété rapidement supprimées par des mesures énergiques.J’ai\à peine besoin de dire que le paludisme et les maladies vénériennes, si fréquentes parmi les Malgaches, sont combattus avec tous les moyens dont peut\disposer la colonie. Un service antipaludique ’a\été créé pour Tananarive et les*  environs immédiats. Un Institut prophylactique des maladies vénériennes fonctionne aujourd’hui au chef-lieu suivant la méthode syphilimétrique du docteur Vernes e\ cette année même, des filiales seront installées auprès des principaux hôpitaux régionaux. \La tuberculose, qui exerce ses ravages dans certaines régions, va faire à son tour l’objet de mesures spéciales. XSi j’ajoute qu’un asile^d’aliénés aux multiples pavillons entourés de jardins permet de soigner Européens et Malgaches à quelques1 kilomètres de Tananarive, j’aurai terminé\e résumé de l’œuvre d’assistance entreprise par^Galliéni et que ses successeurs ont améliorée, développée sans cesse avec une continuité de vues qu’ofcne saurait trop souligner. \Est-ce à dire que l’édifice est terminé ? 'Nullement. gAvant même de quitter Paris pour rejoindre son poste, M. le gouverneur-général IÇayla s’entretenait longuement d’une action nouvelle avec M. le médecin inspecteur général LasnM ‘'‘’est en plein accord avec l’ancien collaborateur de Galliéni et avec/M. le médecin général Èetontu- rier, directeur de l’A. IM. L, qu’il vient d’établir le programme dont je dois me borner à tracehjles grandes lignes.Au chef-lieu de chaque région, les installations actuelles constitueront le noyau d’un dispensairK d’hygiène sociale, véritable polyclinique, qui\

<
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uneiÿ' tenté nomnreus'es ition à Ta
ies l’année ên quantité esoins. Peu Ile est vac-
antirabiquees, la pré- et de vac- l’établisse- yens d’ac- s rattaché■s par une ~ mverneur-^t incalcu- à laquelle isacrer ici•rcupé les Missions, es ; elles é six. Au ijourd’hui ontrainte. ont can-une lutte ^cautions 

lux. Bile pidémies mesuresdisme et armi les moyens ce anti- les‘ envi- que des [’hui au ique dufiliales ôpitaux
js dans•b jet deultiples soigner êtres de e l’œu- que ses is cesse lit trop

cthçprendra un laboratoire parfaitement outillé et atre dispensaires prophylactiques : ?/ti- paludi^pe, anti vénérien, antituberculeux, anti- 

 

lépreux.NTout malade venu à la consultation sera l’indicateuX inconscient qui conduira au lieu de 

 

naissance dismal : famille, village. Un personne] 

 

spécialisé élabora avec certitude le diagnostic de 

 

la maladie, qui\jéclenchera aussitôt les mesures 

 

à appliquer soit àXindividu, soit à la collectivité : 

 

traitement, hospitalisation du malade, soins à la famille, visite de la ison, cordon sanitaire, etc.

Même résultat lorsqu’il s’agira d’un malade contagieux qui ne peut déplacer : une ambulance permettra de le transporter rapidement et, dans le même temps, les mesures de préservation seront prises'. \Dans la lutte contre le paludisme, les dispensaires régionaux joueront un \ôle primordial : ^ .Vospection des foyers palustres,indications prophylactiques, précisions sur les travaux d’assainissement à entreprendre. \Le nombre des villages de lépreux\sera accru. Les malades non contagieux seront t^ilés dans les dispensaires régionaux et non pluâ^internés dans les léproseries. \Pour combattre la peste, il est indisipens^le de prévoir des lazarets pour isoler les suspects\^t de reconstruire, suivant un type imposé, inaccessible aux rats, les maisons contaminées dont\a démolition sera reconnue nécessaire. \La lutte contre Ha mortalité infantile sera intensifiée. J’ai dit déjà combien l’A. M. I. prend soin des mères ; les consultations de nourrissons assureront la surveillance après' la naissance. Mais il faut également se préoccuper du traitement des bébés malades. L’hôpital fondé spécialement pour les enfants à Tananarive ayant donné d’heureux résultats, le programme comporte la création de vingt-trois établissement analogues, soit un par circonscription médicajé.Bien qu’en général les Malgaches s’empressant de recourir aux médecins, ils répugnent e ore, dans certaines régions, à se séparer de loér famille pour être hospitalisés. Des adminisfrateurs . ont tenté de vaincre cette difficulté enJconstrui- « sant, à proximité de formations sanitaires ou de ^maternités, des habitations' réservéesjaux parents Mdes malades ou des parturientes. Ces essais ont’ ■ été couronnés de succès et ils seront multipliés, s La protection sanitaire des travailleurs, déjà as- [ surée dans les camps des o iers au service I des travaux publics, sera ét due progressive- 
1 ment aux autres services p lies et aux organi- I s'ations privées. Logements/salubres pour les tra

 

vailleurs et leur famille,/livres et vêtements de 

 

travail, service médical,^fiiifirmeries, quinine préventive, surveillance Unitaire des familles d'e-

grands' centres sanitaires régionaux conduiront naturellement à compléter l’équipement des ^ôpi- taux de ces centres. Chacun d’eux sera dot^r ^’installations modernes (elles existent à Taqênanve) de chirurgie .et de radiologie permetta de pratiquer tous les examens et toutes le^/opérations.

Dans le même ordre d’idées, l’institut Pasteur 

 

s’augmentera dès cette année d’uqZpaviUon supplémentaire et sera pourvu de utillage et du mobilier nécessaires ià se.! nouv ux laboratoires.

IMais ce programme, en gestation depuis 1980, 

 

comment le réalis'er à brève /chéance alors que 

 

les dépenses courantes de 1/rganisation actuelle absorbent la {plus grande partie des recettes normales de l’A. iM. I. ? Fort^pportunément le Parlement, en examinant aq^mois de janvier 1931 le projet d’emprunt de 700millions à contracter pour la colonie pour l’exéqu|îon de ses grands travaux, a ajouté à cette somme un supplément de 30 millions spécialement gfffecté aux services de médecine sociale et d’hygiène. M. le gouverneur général Cayla a pu '^ûssitôt soumettre au ministre le programme mqéï depuis de longs mois et que je viens de décrite. Les fonds nécessaires sont aujourd’hui ré/nis, le programme est d’ores et déjà en cours ^exécution.

Nulle-joindre a s’en- e avec ;t c’est ur de tontu- blir le e^lesatioite sairKqui \

/ 
/

Av$t, en si peu d’années, réussi par la seule verW d’une charité active et d’une bonté persua- sivjlf ce four de force d’amener l’indigène à de- nr^tnder nos soins, à « se laisser guérir » par des mains étrangères ; avoir bâti avec des ressources minimes l’édifice d’assistance qui a servi de modale à toutes nos colonies, cela seul, déjà, témoi- de l’idéal qui a constamment guidé l’action « colonisatrice » de la France. t,cela ne suffit pas encore : il faut, maih- tenant,\ïaire comprendre aux Malgaches que si guérir t bien, prévenir est mieux et qu’eux- mêmes ivent être les meilleurs artisans du relèvement leur race.Cette éduô&tion, que le gouverneur général veut 

 

entrdprendreVur une grande échelle, les femmes 

 

françaises l’oint commencée déjà avec cette bonté du cœur qui, s les premières années de l’occupation, les a rapprochées dès mères malgaches. Mais en cette tière comme en tant d’autres l’action collective^ est seule durable. Aussi, en 1915, se fonde la « qui, affiliée plus ta

Ma

oix^Rouge de Madagascar » à la 'Croix-Rouge française, prend rapidement integrand essor sous1 la prési

 

dence que, comme unv^flambeau, se transmettent 

 

les femmes de nos gouverneurs-généraux.

L’œuvre prolonge en elque sorte, au bénéfice

meurées au village rigine, toutes ces mesures à la fois de protected et d’éducation, ne peuvent 

 

donner que d’excejfents résultats pour l’avenir de 

 

•la race. f

Mesures pratiques de propagande, nue complétera un sys'"1 e de vulgarisation des notions de prophylaxie : distribution de eusement rédigés, affichage d’images et de p neaux avec légendes en langue malgache dajfs' les lieux publics, les bureaux des chefs 

 

indigènes, les salles de consultation, édition de photographies, projection de films, etc...

Enfin à la direction du service de l’A. M. I. ^organise — sans frais, d’ailleurs — un bureau ^démographique qui va centraliser tous*  les renseignements sur l’hygiène et la prophylaxie.Le rôle que sont appelés à jouer désormais les

CHEZ PLON

“ FEUX CROISES

Ames et terres étranges

d’ihygiène tracts soi ERNST VON SALOMON

Die Geàchteten ” \

Traduit de l’allemand par A. VAILLANT et J. KUCKENHRoman in-16............................................................... 18
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NOUVELLEL’EUROPEdes enfants, 1 tion de l’assistance médicale indigène. Des dispensaires spéciaux sont ouverts, où les dames de la Crdbc^pouge assistent aux consultations, conseillent les les encouragent, pèsent les bébés, veillent à rétSttw^ment et à lia présentation régulière déà fiches des*jpeüj^  malades. Des distributions de vêtements sont ô?ga«7 nisées.A Tananarive, en 1929, le dispensai? Groix-iRouge a donné près de 136. lions. L'hôpital des enfants a et la mortalité n’a été qu Dans les autres dispe ont été enregistrés# distribué 1.' êtements.
la consulta- 906 malades 2,42 pour cent res, '50.000 consultations urant la même année on a

Avec un dévouement in péennes et indigènes au service de l’ce de l’enfant, des iM
tble, dames euro comités se sont mises qui, {parce que protectrice plus que toute autre droit au cœur es.épendantes l’une de l’autre, Croix-Rouge et Assistance médicale indigène sont cependant unies par le même idéal. Elles représentent ici la France maternelle, celle à qui jamais humain n’a fait ajÿpel en vain.Docteurs iFontoynout,

directeur de l'Ecole de médecine de Tananarive.
Membre correspondant de l'Académie de médecine 

et de la Société de chirùtgie.
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II.

Sources et Documents

Les affaires de Mandchourie
Les documents que nous publions aujourd’hui font suite à ceux qui ont paru dans le numéro de L'Europe 

Nouvelle du 30 octobre 1931. Ils sont commentés, d’autre part, page1 1496. Ce sont :
La demande de convocation urgente du Conseil de la S. d. N. par M. Alfred Sze, représentant de la Chine, 

- en date du 9 octobre, suivie de trois télégrammes (Doc. I) ;
Un télégramme du 9 octobre de la délégation japonaise à la S. d. N. sur le mouvement antijaponais en 

Chine (Doc. II) ;
Le mémorandum japonais remis à Nankin le 9 octobre (Doc. III) ;
La convocation du Conseil, en date du 9 octobre (Doc. IV) ;
Une communication en date du 11 octobre du consul des Etats-Unis d’Amérique à Genève, signalant la 

présence de deux observateurs américains en Mandchourie (Doc. V) ;
Un message du secrétaire d’Etat des Etats-Unis, en date du 12 octobre (Doc. VI);
Un télégramme japonais, en date du 11 octobre (Doc. VII) ;

z La réponse chinoise, en date du 12 octobre, au mémorandum japonais du 9 octobre (Doc. VIII) ;
Une communication du gouvernement du Japon au président du Conseil, en date du 9 octobre (Doc. IX) ;
La proposition du président du Conseil (15 octobre) visant à inviter les Etats-Unis à envoyer un représen

tant au Conseil (Doc. X) ;
L’acceptation des Etats-Unis, en date du 16 octobre (Doc. XI) ;
Le mémorandum japonais, en date du 17 octobre, discutante bien-fondé de la présence des Etats-Unis 

au Conseil (Doc. XII) ;
La réponse de M. Briand, président du Conseil de la S. d. N., en date du 18 octobre, au mémorandum 

précédent (Doc. XIII) ;
Le projet de résolution du Conseil, en date du 22 octobre (Doc. XIV) ;
Les amendements au projet de résolution présentés par la délégation japonaise, en date du 23 octobre 

(Doc. XV);
La déclaration publiée à Tokio, le 26 octobre, par le gouvernement japonais (Doc. XVI), où sont exposés 

les cinq principes fondamentaux autour desquels tourne la discussion.
La lettre ^adressée par M. Briand à M. Yoshizawa, le 29 octobre 1931 (Doc. XVII). — R. L.

P.-S. — Les documents qui suivent font partie des dossiers 30 B (La S.d.N. et P Extrême-Orient) et 156 B, 
(La Chine et le Japon).

I. — Demande de convocation du Conseil 
de la S. d. N. par M. Alfred Sze, représen
tant de la Chine (9 octobre 1931).

Monsieur le secrétaire général,
Je viens de recevoir des renseignements d’une telle 

gravité sur de nouvelles opérations militaires d’un 
caractère offensif de la part des forces armées japonai
ses en Mandchourie, que je me vois dans l’obligation 
de demander, au nom de mon gouvernement, la con
vocation urgente d’une réunion du Conseil, afin que ce 
dernier puisse décider des mesures à prendre en ces 
circonstances.

J’ai l’honneur d’attirer votre attention sur le fait que 
ces opérations militaires ont eu lieu en dépit des assu
rances répétées, données par le gouvernement japonais 
au Conseil qu’il procéderait à un retrait rapide de ses 
troupes et qu’aucune action tendant à aggraver la 
situation ne serait entreprise.

Je vous adresse ci-joint des copies des câblogrammes 
que j’ai reçus ce matin. sao-Ke Alfred Sze.

Texte des câblogrammes de Nankin, en date du 
9 octobre 1931, reçus parla délégation chinoise.

Un message de Tchin-Tchéou signale que le 8 octobre, 
entre 13 heures et 14 heures 15, douze avions japonais 
ont survolé Tchin-Tchéou et ont lancé trente-six bom
bes, visant surtout les bâtiments de l’Université où le 
gouvernement provincial se trouve provisoirement ins
tallé. Les bâtiments cfe l’Université ont été endomma
gés ; on ignore encore s’il y a des morte et des blessés. 
Le wagon de service n° 141 a été atteint par une bombe 
qui a tué deux laveurs de wagons chinois. Le dépôt de 
locomotives a été également bombardé. Les communi
cations télégraphiques entre Chan-Haï-Kouan et Tchin- 
Tchéou sont interrompues.
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Un nouveau message signale que cinquante ou soixante 
bombes ont été lancées ; plusieurs locomotives ont été 
détruites ; la gare du chemin de fer était remplie de 
voyageurs au moment du bombardement ; le nombre
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total des morts et blessés n’est pas encore connu. Les 
provocations délibérées des Japonais passent tout ce que 
l’on peut endurer.
* Les Japonais arment activement les Mongols en divers 
endroits. Un télégramme de Tcheng-Tchia-Toung déclare 
que les Mongols concentrés à Taling-Tchen esquissent 
un mouvement d’indépendance à l’instigation des Japo
nais. Le chef du parti jeune mongol a été pressenti par 
lès Japonais en vue de proclamer l’indépendance. Le 
chef de l’armée mongole a été contraint de prendre le 
commandement des forces mongoles du district avec le 
titre de commandant en chef de l’armée mongole auto
nome. Cette armée va d’ici quelques jours marcher sur 
Tcheng-Tchia-Toung. Un premier lot d’armes fourni par 
les Japonais comprend 3.000 fusils, un million de car
touches, quatre mortiers de tranchée, quatre canons de 
montagne et leurs munitions, deux avions, la tout pro
venant de l’arsenal de Moukden.

Télégramme reçu par la délégation 
japonaise à Genève (9 octobre 1931).

' Mouvement antijaponais qui s’était de nouveau déclen- 
ié au mois de juillet dans toutes parties Chine à la 

suite des événements survenus en Corée paraissait se 
calmer en apparence, mais en réalité il ne faisait que 
s’organiser de manière plus calculée et plus dissi
mulée interdisant tout optimisme à cet égard. Il a suffi 
présente affaire de Mandchourie pour que ce mouve
ment s’accentue subitement. Dans toute Chine des 
démonstrations de violence et de malveillance sans pré
cédent ont éclaté se manifestant par meetings populai
res, processions, discours, télégrammes, circulaires, 
affiches, etc. De plus à Changhaï ainsi que dans d’au
tres villes, efforts énergiques sont déployés en vue ame
ner rupture relations économiques avec Japon. Non seu
lement des partis politiques, des étudiants, des cham
bres de commerce et des associations professionnelles 
adhèrent à ce mouvement, mais nombreux fonctionnai
res du gouvernement chinois semblent se mêler audit 
mouvement.

Il est également noter que ce mouvement antijaponais 
tant qu’il s’est manifesté dans la région de Canton et 
dans Chine septentrionale a amené contrôle des auto
rités jusqu’à un certain degré, tandis que le long du 
fleuve Yangtsé et dans régions soumises à influence de 
gouvernement nationaliste Nankin contrôle exercé par 
autorités est si faible que situation à Changhaï et Nan
kin est des plus critiques. Ainsi à Changhaï des asso
ciations antijaponaises ont décidé de rompre relations 
économiques avec Japon et dans ce but ont interdit tout 
achat, vente ou transport des marchandises japonaises 
tout trafic avec Japonais et le fait de servir Japonais 
ou employer Japonais. Punition pour toute infraction 
à ces interdictions est même exécutée. En outre, mar
chandises japonaises ne peuvent être ni vendues ni ache
tées. On se livre à manifestations diverses telles que sai
sie marchandises japonaises (depuis vingt-neuf septem
bre deux cas se sont produits où marchandises appar
tenant à Japonais ont été saisies), refus des banques et 
agents de change chinois de faire opérations avec Japo
nais comme refus des Chinois de faire transactions avec 
banques japonaises, expulsion des locataires japonais 
des maisons appartenant aux Chinois, refus par associa
tions chinoises de procéder aux transactions des mar
chandises japonaises, refus de réparer navires japonais, 
menaces contre Chinois au service de maisons ou parti
culiers japonais (à la suite pareilles menaces agents 
chinois employés par compagnies Nisshin, Yusen, Cho
sen, Mitsui, Mitsubishi et Shokin ont été obligés déclarer 
qu’ils quitteraient leurs places).

Jusqu’à présent aucun Japonais n’a été tué, mais il se 
produit journellement plusieurs cas où on jette pierres 
à enfants japonais ou on les moleste quand ils se ren
dent à école. Mêmes faits sont également produits con
tre adultes. Journellement des ressortissants japonais 
sont l’objet de nombreuses vexations au sujet poste, 
télégraphe et téléphone. A Nankin, étudiants y compris 
ceux école navale se livrent activement à manifesta
tions anti japon aises. Après mauvais traitements infligés 
vingt-huit septembre à monsieur Wang, ministre des af
faires étrangères de Chine, consulat japonais a été obligé 
faire préparatifs en vue se transporter éventuellement 
au bord fleuve. Sur recommandation instante de mon
sieur Chiang Kaï Chek, mouvement étudiants à Nankin 
est sensiblement calme. Il est à présumer que situation 
qui règne à Changhaï et Nankin se répande rapidement 
tout le long du fleuve Yangtsé et dans autres parties 
du pays. C’est surtout en amont fleuve Yangtsé que 
situation semble devenir de plus en plus critique.

Etat des dégâts causés aux ressortissants japonais en 
Mandchourie connus au cinq octobre 1931 et situation 
des soldats chinois débandés.

Un : dans environ Tiehling A) vingt-deux septembre 
dans province Tiehling trois à quatre cents soldats chi
nois débandés (nombre augmente sans cesse) firent 
apparition bord rivière 'Fanho (affluent de Liecho) et 
ensuit î attaquèrent dizaine villages. Suite ces attaques 
vingt et un Coréens dont deux femmes furent blessés, 
vingt et une maisons furent brûlées et cinquantaine mai
sons détruites ou pillées. B) Trente septembre dans pro
vince Fanhohata (située nord-est Fuchun) trois Coréens

furent assassinés par seize soldats chinois. C) Dans par
tie occidentale chemin de fer Sud^Maridchcurien dans 
circonscription Tiehling environ trois mille soldats 
chinois débandés pillèrent et incendièrent maisons à 
Engbot (situé ouest gare de Luansishan du chemin de 
fer SucLMandchourien). Environ trois cents Coréens 
furent obligés réfugier Luansishan. D) Environ deux 
mille trois cents soldats chinois et bandits montés firent 
apparition dans province Changtu. E) Dans province 
Hsian environ trois mille soldats chinois débandés firent 
apparition et vingt-sept septembre une femme japonaise 
fut assassinée.

Deux : dans environs Hailung à Peishanchengtzu en
viron quatre mille soldats chinois débandés firent 
apparition et vingt-sept septembre un Japonais fut griè
vement blessé.

Trois : Dans environs Sinmifu vingt-q^Xre septembre 
soldats chinois débandés environ six mille tuèrent deux 
Japonais à Lantipaotzu (situé dans province Sinminfu).

Quatre : dans environs de Yingkou deux octobre sept 
cents soldats chinois débandés et bandits occupèrent 
ville de Newchwang et y incendièrent maisons. Vingt 
et un résidents japonais Newchwang durent réfugier au 
bord mer sous protection une compagnie soldats japo
nais accompagnés de agents police. A Tienchuangtai 
deux octobre trentaine bandits attaquèrent quinze fa
milles paysannes coréennes et emmenèrent dix-huit de 
leurs femmes comme otages.

Cinq : dans environs Antung premier octobre chef 
bataillon chinois qui se trouvait Hsinyen se fit bandit. 
Même jour sept soldats chinois débandés blessèrent deux 
Coréens aux environs Tungyuanpao (situé sur ligne 
chemin fer Antung-Mouikden)/Trois octobre soldats chi
nois débandés firent apparition partout dans environ 
Autung

-Six A) Dans, environs Kirin trois octobre un millier 
soldats chinois débandés pillèrent Chaiangmi ; B) Depuis 
trois octobre environ deux mille soldats chinois déban
dés pillent villages environ Kuanmashan.

Sept : dans environs Changchun dix-neuf septembre un 
employé compagnie chemin fer Sud-Mandchourien dis
parut près Itienpao (situé sur ligne chemin de fer Est 
chinois)

Huit : dans environs Tung Liao vingt-trois septembre 
cultivateurs employés nar maison Okura furent attaqués 
sur la route par bandits chinois montés qui enlevèrent 
rin d’eux comme otage tandis que les autres réussirent 
réfugier Tung Liao. \

HT. — Mémorandum japonais remis à Nankin 
(9 octobre 1931).

Premièrement gouvernement japonais précisa déjà 
affaire Mandchourie est seulement résultat profond sen
timent antijaponais en Chine, lequel prit forme spécia- 
lemer. > provocatrice dans récent défi aux troupes japo
naises les forçant recourir à mesures légitime défense. 
Responsabilité pour situation actuelle retombe naturel
lement sur gouvernement chinois. Gouvernement japo
nais demanda maintes reprises gouvernement chinois 
prendre mesures appropriées pour arrêter mouvement 
anti japonais, qui prend forme tellement systématique 
dans divers endroits Chine. Désirant maintenir relations 
cordiales entre deux pays, gouvernement japonais mon
tra la plus grande patience et tolérance espérant encore 
amélioration possible cette situation déplorable. Malheu
reusement toutefois cette agitation anti japonaise semble 
prendre maintenant proportions alarmante^. On apprend 
que sociétés anti japonaises Changhaï et ailleurs adoptè
rent résolutions non seulement pour mettre en vigueur 
prohibition commerce et transport marchandises japo
naises, mais pour ordonner annulation contrats exis
tants et généralement prohiber toutes transactions, et 
annuler contrats travail entre Chinois et Japonais afin 
réaliser ainsi soi-disant « Ruptures relations économi
ques avec Japon ». A cette fin examen et détention mar
chandises et personnes intimidation et violence et divers 
autres moyens sont employés pour donner suite à telles 
résolutions et peines sévères sont appliquées quiconque 
n’exécute pas lesdits ordres. Quelques sociétés vont jus
qu’à menacer de peine capitale En outre cas expropria
tion détention marchandises appartenant Japonais et 
menaces et violences contre leurs vies et biens sont 
devenus si nombreux et fréquents en Chine, que Japo
nais ont été forcés se retirer totalement ou partielle
ment de diverses localités. Deuxièmement, on doit noter 
que mouvement antiiaponais en Chine est même comme 
instrument de politique nationale sous direction narti 
nationaliste, oui vu organisation politique particulière 
Chine est inséparable dans fonctions du gouvernement. 
Ce mouvement doit donc être distingué clairement d’un 
mouvement naissant spontanément dans peuple. Il est 
donc évident que mouvement actuel antiiaponais en 
Chine contrevient non seulement à lettre et esprit trai
tés existants entre deux pays, mais constitue forme acte 
hostile sans emplove/ armes contraire à toutes règles 
iustice et amitié. Goi vemement chinois assumera res
ponsabilité très sérier se s’il manquait prendre mesures 
promptes et effective; pour supprimer cette agitation.

j
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1504 L’EUROPE NOUVELLEEn outre en appliquant peines à individus sociétés anti- japonaises, qui *sont  organisations purement privées usurpent clairement autorité gouvernement national. Troisièmement, on se rappellera qu’à réunion récente Conseil Société Nations Genève représentants chinois aussi bien que japonais donnèrent assurance que gouvernements respectifs s’efforceraient prévenir aggravation situation. Gouvernement chinois évidemment contrairement cet engagement aggrave en fait situation en faisant aucun effort honnête ou effectif pour restreindre activité sociétés antâjaponaises, qui met en danger vies et biens aussi bien que liberté commerce sujets japonais dans différentes parties Chine. Quatrièmement, gouvernement japonais désire appeler une fois de plus attention sérieuse gouvernement chinois sur ces actes des sociétés anti japonaises, et déclarer en même temps que gouvernement chinois sera tenu responsable toute conséquence de son échec supprimer mouvement anti japonais, et accorder protection adéquate vies et biens des sujets japonais en Chine.
IV. — Convocation du Conseil 

(9 octobre 1931).
iPrésident Conseil me demande transmettre membres Conseil communication suivante : Vu informations reçues j’ai adressé aux gouvernements chinois et japonais appel suivant : d’après informations reçues il se produit en Mandchourie et ailleurs des incidents qui ne peuvent qu’exciter les esprits et par suite rendre un règlement plus difficile. Dans ces conditions, en attendant la réunion du Conseil, j’estime que j’ai le devoir comme président en exercice de rappeler aux deux parties les engagements pris devant le Conseil de s’abstenir de tout acte pouvant aggraver la situation. J’ai également le ferme espoir que l’une et l’autre partie prennent des mesures entièrement conformes aux assurances données au Conseil et dont il a pris acte dans sa résolution du 30 septembre.

Lerroux, Drummond.
nPar note ce jour distribuée à tous membres du Conseil représentant Chine ayant reçu graves informations demande convocation immédiate Conseil. Vu cette demande j’ai décidé crue réunion Conheil prévue pour mercredi 14 octobre aura lieu Genève mardi 13 octobre midi. En vue cette réunion ai honneur pronoser envoi aussi rapide que possible au secrétaire général pour transmission au Conseil de toutes informations sur évolution situation obtenues par membres du Conseil conformément alinéa 9, résolution du 30 septembre.

) Lerroux.
‘ président Cons e fl.

. — Communication du consul des Etats- 
Unis d’Amérique à Genève.Monsieur le secrétaire général,J’ai l’honneur de vous informer que, le 6 octobre, le sous-secrétaire d’Etat a fait savoir à la presse que M. Salisbury, secrétaire de l’ambassade des Etats-Unis d’Amérique à Tokio, et M. Hanson, consul général des Etats-Unis à Kbarbine, ont été chargés par le secrétaire d’Etat de se rendre en Mandchourie du Sud et d’y entreprendre un voyage d’observation. Il y a lieu de noter, à cet égard, que ces fonctionnaires ont été. envoyés au su et avec l’approbation des gouvernements japonais et chinois et qu’ils ont pour mission de voyager, d’observer et d’adresser un rapport à leur gouvernement. Il ne leur a été donné aucun autre mandat.

[Sigr^é .•] Prentiss B. Gilbert.

VI. —- Message du secrétaire d’Etat des 
Etats-Unisau secrétaire général de la S.d.N. 
(12 octobre 1931).Je suis fermement d’avis que notre coopération dans le traitement ultérieur de cette question difficile*  doit être régie d’après les principes qui ont été suivis depuis les débuts de ces incidents à un moment où, heureusement, siégeaient à la fois l’Assemblée et le Conseil. Le Conseil a délibéré, longuement et d’une manière approfondie sur cette question, et le Pacte de la Société fournit un mécanisme déjà heureusement mis à l’épreuve en vue du traitement de questions de ce genre. Les gouvernements chinois et japonais ont exposé et défendu leur cause devant le Conseil et, par l’intermédiaire des comptes rendus publiés sur les débats qui ont eu lieu au Conseil, le monde entier a été tenu au courant. Le Conseil de la Société des Nations a formulé et esquissé une ligne de conduite à suivre par les deux pays. Comme les deux gouvernements ont pris des engagements vis-à-vis du Conseil, il est hautement désirable que la Société ne relâche en aucune manière sa vigilance et qu’elle ne manque en aucune façon d’exercer toute la pression et de faire usage de toute l’autorité dont elle dispose en vue de régler les mesures que devront prendre, en la matière. Je Japon et la Chine. De son côté, le gouvernement américain, agissant indépendamment par ses voies diplomatiques, essaiera de renforcer l’action de la Société des Nations et manifestera clairement qu’il ne se désintéresse pas de cette
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question et qu’il ne perd pas de vue les obligations que le Japon et la Chine ont assumées envers les autres signataires du Pacte de Paris ainsi que du Pacte des neuf Puissances, si le moment venait où il semblerait opportun que ces obligations fussent miseg. en avant.
VII. — Télégramme reçu de Tokio par la 

délégation japonaise (11 octobre 1931).Le mouvement antijaponais se poursuit dans toute la Chine. Ci-dessous les derniers (renseignements concernant les principales villes chinoises :
Shanghaï. — Les mesures de coercition violente se poursuivent : le refus des banques et des changeurs chinois de faire des affaires avec les Japonais s’étend de plus en plus et avec la démission forcée des agents chinois des banques japonaises, le volume des transactions en effets et en monnaies a considérablement diminué., au point que les firmes et usines japonaises éprouvent de grandes difficultés à recevoir des lettres de change ou à changer l’argent des salaires. La pression de l’Association antijaponaise s’exerce sur tout le commerce et de nombreux contrats sont annulés. Les bateliers eja> transbordeurs obéissant aux injonctions de l’Associ® tion antijaponaise refusent de transporter nos marchand dises et les dockers au service des maisons japonaises ont également été obligés de se soumettre à ces mesures d’intimidation à partir du 5 octobre. Depuis le 6. aucune marchandise n’a pu être manutentionnée. Dans les usines, les produits s’accumulent et beaucoun d’entre elles vont être obligées de fermer. Les résidents japonais n’obtiennent qu’avec la plus grande peine les objets usuels (riz. charbon, lait, journaux, etc.). L’Association antijaponalse a infligé des amendes de plusieurs milliers de taels à des commerçants chinois ayant vendu des marchandises japonaises, celles-ci ont été saisies, les délinquants ont été photographiés revêtus d’babits spéciaux de « traîtres au pays » et les photographies insérées dans les journaux. ’Le 7 octobre, des rouleaux de papier journal, appartenant à une firme japonaise, ont été saisis en pleine me ; une centaine dp journaux japonais vendus par des Chinois ont été détruits -, un magasin de jouets japonais, établi dans la ville chinoise, a été complètement pillé.Nos ressortissants sont journellement insultés on leur lance des pierres. Par exemple, le 4 octobre, deux surveillantes d’une filature ont été battues et grièvement blessées dans la rue.
Nankin. — Les manifestations d’étudiants se calment peu à peu, mais la rupture des relations économiques devient de jour en jour plus efficace. Les agents et employés de la Compagnie de navigation Nisshin ont été obligés de donner leur démission ; l’Association antijaponaise a traîné dans les rues de la ville, à titre d’exemple, trois marchands chinois ayant vendu des marchandises japonaises.
Wuhu. — Le transport des passagers et des marchandises de la Compagnie Nisshin a été interdit ; depuis la fin du mois de septembre, les marins et les résidents japonais éprouvent les plus .......................... ....ravitailler.
Hankow. — Le 3 octobre, a obligé les commerçants à trement de 15 0/0 ad valorem _ .naises en stock ; ces marchandises doivent être vendues dans les vingt jours ; passé cette date, elles seront saisies. A partir du 6 octobre, l’Association anti japonaise a envoyé un délégué au bureau de poste pour opérer une censure sur tous les colis venant du Japon. De nombreuses marchandises japonaises appartenant à des Chinois ont été saisies.Les agents chinois des Compagnies japonaises ont dû abandonner leurs fonctions le 5 octobre ; le nombre des employés venant au travail diminue de jour en jour ; les banques et changeurs chinois ont annoncé le 6 octobre leur refus de poursuivre des relations commerciales avec les banques et les firmes japonaises. Les agents et caissiers chinois des bananes et firmes anglaises, américaines et françaises, ayant également refusé d’accepter les chèques japonais, tontes les transactions en monnaie japonaise ont. été arrêtées. C’est la première fois que les organisations bancaires chinoises ont unanimement refusé d’avoir des relations d’affaires avec les Japonais. Si cette situation se poursuivait, les relations économiques entre Chinois et Japonais deviendraient absolument impossibles.
Chungking. — Les approvisionnements de nos navires de guerre et des résidents japonais ont été saisis. L’Association antijaponaise exerce une pression violente sur les agents de la Compagnie Nisshin, sur les pilotes, les interprètes du consulat et autres employés chinois pour qu’ils abandonnent leurs fonctions. Certains employés d’usines japonaises ont été enlevés et trainés dans les rues de la ville par l’Association antijaponaise.
Fuchow. — Obéissant aux injonctions de l’Association antijaponaise, les changeurs, etc... refusent de travailler avec les Japonais ; 500.000 silver dollars de dépôts ont été retirés de la Banque de Formose ; les marchandises même chinoises ne peuvent être débarquées des bateaux japonais. Les relations d’affaires des Japonais et des maisons de Fopmose avec les maisons chinoises sofrit Interrompues.
Swatow, ■— Le débarquement des marchandises sur

grandes difficultés à sel’Association antiiaponaise payer une taxe d’enregis- sur ]es marchandises japo- ■fl
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bateaux japonais est interdit. De nombreux Chinois ont 
vu saisir leurs marchandises d’origine japonaise ; de 
lourdes amendes leur ont été infligées. Des groupes 
d’étudiants sont passés dans les magasins chinois et 
ont apposé des scellés sur les marchandises japonaises.

Canton. — Les autorités ont pris des mesures relative
ment efficaces pour réprimer la violence des mouve
ments antijaponais, mais les manifestations d’étudiants 
et les menaces contre les employés cninois des firmes 
japonaises se poursuivent. Depuis le 3 octobre, les navi
res chinois à destination de Hongkong- refusent d’em- 
narquer les marchandises devant être transbordées dans 
ce port sur les navires japonais, et nos grandes compa
gnies de navigation (lôsen, Shôsen) voient leur fret 
diminuer considérablement. Les compagnies de naviga
tion côtière japonaises n’obtiennent plus aucun fret chi
nois. Les coolies employés par les -Japonais ont été 
l’objet de mesures d’intimidation et se sont mis en 
grève, empêchant l’emmagasinement et le transport des 
marchandises.

VIII. — Réponse de la Chine au mémo
randum du Japon du 9 octobre (12 
octobre 1931).

_ « En réponse au mémorandum du gouvernement japo
nais en date du 9 courant, le gouvernement chinois a 
K’honneur de formuler lep observations suivantes :

Au mépris du droit international et en violation des 
dispositions du Pacte de la Société des Nations, ainsi 
que du Traité de. paix de Paris et du Traité des neuf 
Puissances signé a .'Washington, le Japon a envahi et 
occupé brusquement et sans provocation certaines par
ties des provinces chinoises de Liaoning et de Kirin, 
renversé l’administration légale des provinces et des 
districts, et commis, au cours de cette invasion un grand 
nombre d’actes de guerre, ainsi que d’autres actes non 
autorisés par le droit international même en temps de 
guerre, tels que le meurtre de civils innocents, le bom
bardement de villes non fortifiées, le bombardement de 
trains de voyageurs, l’enlèvement et la saisie de biens 
publics et prives, etc.

La Chine et le Japon étant l’un et l’autre liés par les 
accords internationaux susmentionnés, qui imposent a 
leurs signataires l’obligation de rechercher le reglement 
pacifique de tous les différends, la Chine a immédia
tement adressé un appel au Conseil de la Société des 
Nations. Le Conseil a invité le gouvernement japonais 
à donner des ordres pour que les troupes japonaises 
soient immédiatement retirées des zones occupées depuis 
le 18 septembre et a décidé d’accepter l’engagement • 
solennel pris par le Japon de satisfaire à cette demande, 
fixant sa prochaine réunion au 14 octobre, au cas où 
rengagement en question h’aurait pas encore été exé
cuté à cette date.

Le gouvernement chinois s’est abstenu, dès le début, 
de tout acte d’hostilité et est allé jusqu’à donner à ses 
forces militaires des ordres stricts les invitant à n’oppo
ser aucune résistance, quelle qu’elle fût, à l’avance 
continue des troupes japonaises, malgré des actes de 
provocation accusant une gravité croissante et s’exer
çant dans des zones de plus en plus étendues.

La discipline la plus rigoureuse a été en même temps 
imposée à la nation pour assurer à tous égards la pro
tection des personnes et des biens des Japonais rési
dant dans les territoires ûnois placés sous l’adminis
tration chinoise, et le fa.o qu’aucun incident regrettable 
ne s’est produit dans la zone étendue placée sous la 
juridiction chinoise prouve de façon concluante que 
rengagement pris par gouvernement chinois envers 
le Conseil de la Société des Nations est observé de la 
façon la plus scrupuleuse. Des ordonnances et des 
proclamations réitérées du gouvernement ont maintenu 
dans les limites légales la juste, indignation de la 
population chinoise et un appel du gouvernement chi
nois, en date du 7 octobre, ordonnant à toutes les auto
rités locales « d’assurer la pleine et entière protection 
des étrangers et d’empêcher les éléments indésirables 
de profiter de la situation pour provoquer des manœu
vres illégales », est venu renforcer les autres ordres 
donnés par le gouvernement, au moment où il n’était 
que trop évident que le gouvernement japonais ne res
pectait pas rengagement qu’il avait pris de retirer ses 
troupes.

Agissant aux termes de la résolution du Conseil de la 
Société des Nations, le gouvernement chinois a nommé 
deux hauts fonctionnaires, chargés de reprendre en 
charge les localités à évacuer et a dûment adressé une 
notification à cet effet au gouvernement japonais et 
au Conseil ; toutefois, le gouvernement japonais n’a pas 
encore mis à exécution son intention déclarée de 
retransférer aux autorités chinoises les localités occu
pées par ses troupes. Comme le. montre le rapport d’un 
observateur neutre, les localités, telles que Chenyang, 
Kirin, Tounhoua, Tchouliouho, Sinmin, Tientchangtai, 
etc., se trouvent encore sous le contrôle des troupes 
japonaises. Pendant ce temps, ces troupes continuent à 
tuer et à blesser des citoyens inoffensifs et à détruire 
les biens sans la moindre justification.

Le monde a donc lieu d être surpris que, dans son 
indignation, le peuple, chinois se soit borné à refuser 
d’acheter les marchandises japonaises. La liberté du 
choix des achats est un droit personnel que n’entrave 
aucun gouvernement, et si tout gouvernement a le

devoir de protéger les ressortissants étrangers, il n’est 
tenu ni par aucun principe reconnu de politique inté
rieure, ni par aucune règle de droit international, d’in
terdire ou de punir l’exercice d’un droit élémentaire 
qui appartient a tout citoyen. S’il existe une responsa
bilité quelconque en cette matière, elle incombe entiè
rement au gouvernement japonais qui, par ‘ 
breux actes inamicaux a, depuis l’incident de 
chan, créé cette aversion générale contre les 
dises japonaises.

Alors que le gouvernement chinois observe 
puleusement la résolution du Conseil de’ la Société 
des Nations en adoptant des mesures spéciales pour 
la protection de la vie et des biens des Japonais et en 
s’abstenant de. tout acte tendant à aggraver la situa
tion, de sorte que, comme il a été déjà dit, aucun res
sortissant japonais n’a été victime d’un incident regret
table, les soldats japonais ont continué, dans les pro
vinces du Nord-Est leurs actes d’agression qui ont abouti 
à une. récente attaque aérienne sur 1 chintc'héou, où 
les autorités civiles de la province de Liaoning ont. 
établi leurs bureaux provisoires depuis l’occupation 
de Chenyang, capitale de la province. Cet acte belli
queux a, comme le sait le gouvernement japonais, 
amené le Conseil de la Société des Nations à décider 
de se réunir avant la date primitivement fixée. Le gou
vernement chinois prend acte avec satisfaction de la 
mention faite par le gouvernement japonais, de la res
ponsabilité des dèux pays à l’égard de la Société 
des Nations, mais il désire signaler que c’est le Japon 
qui, au cours des dix derniers jours, a commis divers 
actes qui ont tellement aggravé la situation que la 
résolution du Conseil de la Société des Nations n’a pu 
être mise à exécution, ce dont le gouvernement chinois 
ne peut être tenu pour responsable.

Le gouvernement chinois continuera à faire tous ses 
efforts pour protéger la vie et les biens des ressor
tissants japonais, malgré les extrêmes difficultés impu
tables aux actes incessants d’agression de la part des 
troupes japonaises, et il rendra le gouvernement japo
nais responsable de toute conséquence regrettable pro
venant de l’emploi continu, par le Japon, de forces 
militaires en tant qu’instrument de sa politique natio
nale, notamment en raison du fait que les deux gou
vernements ont présenté leurs arguments devant le 
Conseil de la Société des Nations, qui a prescrit une 
ligne de conduite à suivre par les ueux pays. J z

Fermement convaincu que le manque actuel de corn- ' 
préhension et les difficultés que rencontrent les échan
ges commerciaux entre les peuples chinois et japonais 
sont le résultat inévitable des nombreux actes illégaux 
des troupes japonaises, le gouvernement chinois est 
persuadé que, si le gouvernement japonais fait des 
efforts pour éliminer les causes qui ont amené la déplo
rable situation actuelle, il s’ensuivra d’heureuses amé
liorations dans les relations entre les deux pays et le 
maintien de la paix mondiale.

de nom- 
Ouanpao- 
marcnan-

très scru-

IX. — Communication du gouvernement du 
Japon au Conseil de la S. d.N. (9 octobre 1931).

1. Le gouvernement japonais, tout en poursuivant dès 
le début des incidents actuels la ligne de conduite qu’il 
s’était tracée d’empêcher toute aggravation de la situa
tion et de ramener ses troupes dans la zone du chemin 
de fer Sud-Manchourién au fur et à mesure que la sé
curité du chemin de fer 'et la protection des ressortis
sants japonais et des biens leur appartenant seraient 
effectivement assurées, a toujours été convaincu qu’une 
solution amicale de cet incident ne pouvait être obte
nue que par des négociations directes entre le Japon et 
la Chine. C’est dans cet esprit que le Japon a répondu 
au message du président du Conseil de la Société des 
Nations et qu’il a adhéré à la résolution votée à la der
nière séance du Conseil.

2. Les opérations militaires en Mandchourie sont arri
vées à un point stationnaire et le gouvernement japo
nais ne constate actuellement aucun développement par
ticulier de la situation. Divers faits pouvaient être con
sidérés comme créant un nouvel état de choses. Par 
exemple, les troupes japonaises ont parfois été obligées 
de se porter au secours des nombreux Coréens qui ont 
été victimes d’attaques violentes de la part des soldats 
chinois et des brigands dans les environs de la ligne 
du chemin de fer. Ces troupes, après avoir assuré la 
protection des Coréens et les avoir placés en sécurité, 
sont immédiatement retournées dans la zone. Ou encore 
des avions, partis en reconnaissance à la nouvelle que 
les troupes chinoises fugitives se rassemblaient dans les 
environs de 'Chinchow et se préparaient à troubler l’or
dre le long du chemin de fer Sud-Mandchourien, ayant 
été assaillis par les troupes chinoises, ont riposté en 
lançant des bombes.

Cependant, il est superflu de faire remarquer que les 
troupes japonaises ne pouvaient humainement laisser 
nos ressortissants coréens exposés sans défense à de 
telles violences. L’incident de Chinchow est facilement 
explicable lorsqu’on connaît les circonstances actuelles 
de la situation. D*atmosphère  de surexcitation créée par 
les mesures de défense que les forces japonaises ont dû 
prendre devant l’action provocante des troupes chinoises 
de Mandchourie ne s’est aucunement détendue. Il est 
clair qu’il n'existe point un état de guerre, mais les 
troupes japonaises se trouvent dans la nécessité d'ob-
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server attentivement les mouvements des troupes chi
noises et de prendre de minutieuses mesures de sécurité. 
C’est dans ces conditions que l’incident de Chinchow 
s’est produit. Considérer un tel événement, conséquence 
de la situation de fait, comme ayant un caractère d’ag
gravation de la situation, est, de l’avis du gouverne
ment japonais, une appréciation inexacte de l’ensemble 
de la situation.

3. On a dit également que la situation s’aggravait 
du fait que les unités navales japonaises se dingaient 
vers le Yangtsé La réalité est toute différente. Devant 
les mouvements antijaponais par lesquels la Chine elle- 
même aggrave la situation, le Japon a constamment 
adopté une attitude de patience et de calme. Il a évacué 
ses consulats et ses ressortissants des zones dangereuses 
du Haut-Yangtsé. Des vaisseaux de guerre ont été diri
gés sur Changhaï vers l’époque où une protestation con
cernant les mouvements antijaponais était présentée au 
gouvernement chinois. Cet envoi n’a eu pour but que de 
dissiper l’inquiétude causée par les menaces dirigées 
contre, la vie et les biens de nos ressortissants et afin 
d’assurer, le cas échéant, leur protection et ne dépasse 
pas les mesures usuelles prises par les Puissances dans 
les cas analogues.

4. Il se dégage de» discussions du Conseil, ainsi que 
de la résolution adoptée, que l’on paraît croire qu’avec 
le retrait des troupes actuellement en dehors de La zone 
du chemin de fer, les autorités chinoises pourront à leur 
place assurer le maintien de l’ordre. Malheureusement, 
la situation est telle qu’elle vient d’être expliquée ci- 
dessus et Je maintien de l’ordre local non seulement ne 
peut être assuré d’une façon aussi simple, mais le fait 
que dans certains points du territoire chinois éloignés 
du théâtre des événements actuels, les menaces contre 
la vie et les biens de nos ressortissants croissant chaque 
jour nécessitent même l’envoi de renforts navals, per
met de se rendre aisément compte des difficultés que 
rencontre l’exécution du plan de retrait intégral des 
troupes japonaises dans la zone du chemin de fer.

5. Le gouvernement japonais estime que dans les cir
constances actuelles, la nécessité la plus urgente est de 
ramener une détente des sentiments des peuples japonais 
et chinois par une coopération mutuelle. Dans ce but, il 
est essentiel de s’entendre sur quelque» grands prin 
cipes devant servir de base au maintien des relations 
normales entre les deux pays. Lorsque ces principes 
auront été établis, il ne manquera pas de s’ensuivre 
une détente des sentiments nationaux et les troupes 
japonaises pouront se retirer sans appréhension dans 
la zone du chemin de fer Sud-Mandchourien. Le gou
vernement japonais se déclare prêt à entrer en pour
parlers avec les représentants responsables de la Chine 
pour s’entendre sur ces points fondamentaux.
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X. — Proposition du président du Conseil 
visant à inviter le gouvernement des Etats- 
Unis à envoyer un représentant au Conseil 
(15 octobre 1931).

Au cours des débats, l’opinion a déjà été exprimée 
que la question très importante dont était saisi le Con
seil touchait à l’observation des obligations résultant 
non seulement du Pacte de la Société des Nations, mais 
aussi de celles du Pacte de Paris.

Cette déclaration est incontestablement fondée, puis
que aux termes de l’article 2 de ce pacte.

« Les Hautes Parties 'Contractantes reconnaissent que 
le règlement ou la solution de tous les différends ou 
conflits, de quelque nature ou de quelque origine qu’ils 
puissent être, qui pourront surgir entre elles, ne devra 
jamais être recherché que par des moyens pacifiques. »

Au premier rang des signataires du Pacte de Paris fi
gurent les Etats-Unis d’Amérique ; ils en ont été un 
des promoteurs et il doit m’être permis de rappeler 
que j’ai eu l’honneur d’être avec le secrétaire d’Etat 
américain d’alors un des auteurs dé ce Pacte. Ainsi, 
les Etats-Unis se trouvent particulièrement intéressés à 
assurer un règlement du présent différend par des 
moyens pacifiques.

D’ailleurs, le. gouvernement américain, avec lequ^fc 
des communications sur le différend dont nous sommV 
saisis ont déjà été échangées, vient d’exprimer chaleu
reusement sa sympathie pour l’attitude adoptée par la 
Société des Nations, et il a affirmé son désir de ren
forcer l’action de la Société. Je suis sûr de répondre 
au vœu de mes collègues en proposant que nous invi
tions le gouvernement des Etats-Unis à envoyer un re
présentant s’associer à nos efforts en prenant place à 
la table du Conseil ; il sera ainsi en mesure de faire 
connaître son opinion sur la manière dont, soit dans 
l’état actuel des choses, soit dans leur développement 
ultérieur, il pourrait être donné effet aux dispositions 
du Pacte de Paris, et l’occasion lui sera d’autre part 
fournie de suivre nos discussions sur l’ensemble du 
problème.

J’ai la conviction, que l’action qui serait entreprise en 
vertu de ce Pacte ne pourrait que renforcer les efforts 
que poursuit actuellement le Conseil, conformément aux 
obligations qui résultent pour lui du Pacte de la So
ciété des Nations, ’afin d’obtenir un règlement pacifique 
du problème qui lui est soumis.

[Signé :] A. Briand, 
président en exercice du Conseil.

XI. — Acceptation des Etats-Unis (16 octo
bre 1931).

Excellence,
J’ai l’honneur d’accuser réception de votre commu

nication, adressée le 16 octobre au secrétaire d’Etat des 
Etats-Unis d’Amérique, dans laquelle vous reproduisez 
le texte d’une proposition adoptée par Je Conseil de 
la Société des Nations. Vous adressez, conformément 
à cette proposition, urne invitation au gouvernement des 
Etats-Unis d’Amérique, d’envoyer un représentant pour 
prendre place à la table du Conseil, de manière à le 
mettre en mesure d’examiner avec le Conseil les rap
ports entre les dispositions du Pacte de Paris et la 
situation malheureuse existant actuellement en Mand
chourie, en même temps que de suivre les discussions 
du Conseil sur les autres aspects du problème auquel 
celui-ci a à faire face.

Je suis chargé par le secrétaire d’Etat d’accepter, au 
nom du gouvernement des Etats-Unis, votre invitation 
à envoyer un représentant et de vous faire savoir qu’il 
m’a désigné pour remplir cette fonction.

[Signé .•] Prentiss Gilbert.

XII. — Mémorandum japonais relatif à la 
présence de l’observateur américain (17 oc
tobre 1931).

1. Le gouvernement du Japon a jusqu’ici apporté une 
collaboration sincère à l’œuvre de la Société des Nations 
et s’est attaché de toute façon à augmenter son prestige. 
Il considère que l’action de la Société des Nations doit 
toujours se conformer strictement aux dispositions du 
Pactè, et qu’il importe, que cette action elle-même 
revête un caractère pondéré et correct. S’écarter de ces 
principes pour des raisons d’opportunité ne paraît pas 
au gouvernement du Japon propre S maintenir l’auto- 
rité de la Société des Nations.

2. Lorsque le Conseil de la Société des Nations a dis
cuté la question d’inviter le gouvernement des Etats- 
Unis d’Amérique à envoyer siéger au Conseil un obser
vateur, le représentant du Japon a exprimé d’une, façon 
détaillée ses doutes quant à l’interprétation du Pacte, 
à savoir si le fait qu’un observateur d’un Etat non 
membre siège au Conseil est compatible ou non avec 
les dispositions du Pacte» de la Société des Nations, et 
si la question de l’invitation pouvait ou non être con
sidérée selon le Pacte comme une question de procé
dure. Bien que le représentant du Japon ait demandé
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au Conseil d’examiner ces points, celui-ci n’a pas pro
cédé à une étude approfondie des questions soulevées 
par lui et a également rejeté sa demande de les ren
voyer à l’examen d’un comité d’experts juridiques. Le 
président du Conseil, réservant pour l’avenir toutes 
ces .questions juridiques et mettant au vote la question 
de rinvitation, sans tenir compte de l’opposition du 
représentant du gouvernement du Japon décidant éga
lement qu’il s’agissait d’une question de procédure, a 
déclaré que la proposition avait été adoptée à la 
majorité.

3. L’opinion a été émise que le gouvernement des 
Etats-Unis d’Amérique étant partie au Pacte de Paris 
devrait avoir l’occasion d’exprimer son avis au Conseil 
de la Société des Nations uniquement en ce qui con
cerne l’application de ce traité. Le gouvernement du 
Japon, non seulement est fermément convaincu de ce 
que la situation actuelle n’est pas telle qu’il existe un 
danger de guerre entre le Japon et la Chine, mais consi
dère aussi, le Pacte de Paris étant un traité entre plu
sieurs dizaines d’Etats comprenant des Etats non mem
bres, qu’accorder au seul représentant des Etats-Unis 
l’occasion de siéger au Conseil et d’y prendre la parole 
soulève une question ardue. Ceci indiquerait également 
que l’invitation des Etats-Unis n’est pas simplement une 
question de procédure.

4. Le gouvernement du Japon ne peut s’empêcher de 
se demander avec une profonde anxiété si l’action de 
irocéder précipitamment à la décision par majorité 
jst correcte, tout en réservant pour l’avenir la question 
préalable de savoir si une proposition nécessite i’una- 
nimité ou si elle peut être décidée à la majorité. Il 
serait désireux de savoir à quelle occasion les ques
tions juridiques réservées seront mises en discussion, et 
quel sera le rapport entre le vote du 15 octobre et le 
résultat éventuel de ces discussions.

Avant de décider de l’attitude à prendre à l’égard de 
l’ensemble des questions soulevées actuellement, le gou
vernement du Japon serait heureux de connaître l’avis 
de M. le président du Conseil quant aux points men
tionnés ci-dessus.

XIII. — Réponse du président du Conseil à 
la note du représentant du Japon (18 
octobre 1931).

Genève, le 18 octobre 15131.
Monsieur l’ambassadeur,

1. J’ai l’honneur d’accuser réception à Votre Excel
lence du mémorandum qu’Elle a bien voulu me faire 
tenir par sa lettre du 17 octcbrt

2. J’ai à peine besoin de dire, et je suis si^r d’être 
l’interprète de tous mes collègues du Conseil, que j’ap
précie hautement la valeur de. la collaboration que le 
Japon a prêtée à la Société des Nations, ainsi que les 
efforts qu’il n’a cessé d’accomplir pour augmenter le 
prestige de la Société. Dois-je ajouter que nous sommes 
tous d’accord avec le gouvernement japonais pour pen
ser que des raisons d’opportunité, quelles qu’elles soient, 
ne sauraient nous justifier à nous mettre en contradic
tion avec les articles du Pacte qui constitue la charte 
des membres de la Société?

3. Votre Excellence se rappellera que, dans une lettre 
qu’Elle a bien voulu m’adresser le 15 octobre, Elle a 
exprimé déjà certaines appréciations au sujet des mesu
res prises par le Conseil dans l’affaire qui fait l’objet 
de la dernière note de Votre Excellence.

Ayant consulté quelques-uns de mes collègues, que 
mon prédécesseur à la présidence, avec l’approbation 
du Conseil, s’était adjoints pour l’aider dans sa tâche, 
j’avais examiné avec le plus grand soin les questions 
que vous souleviez alors, et auxquelles j’avais ensuite 
répondu par ma lettre du 15 octobre.

4. J’avais espéré que cette lettre aurait apaisé les 
scrupules de votre gouvernement, car elle faisait res
sortir clairement qu’à mon avis, et de l’avis des per
sonnalités que j’avais consultées, un malentendu était 
à l’origine des question^ qui m’étaient posées,

5. Au cours des séarr . du 15 et du 16 octobre, j’ai 
eu soin de marquer — et ma déclaration a rencontré 
l’approbation de mes collègues — que la proposition 
dont le Conseil était saisi avait un objet nettement 
limité, puisqu’elle tendait simplement à compléter les 
dispositions déjà adoptées pour faciliter l’information 
du Conseil et que les questions juridiques, de carac
tère général, sur lesquelles Votre Excellence attirait 
l’attention, ne se posaient pas et devaient, par consé
quent, demeurer entièrement réservées ; j’ai ajouté que, 
vu les circonstances de l’affaire, la solution de ces ques
tions n’était pas nécessaire pour permettre au Conseil 
de se prononcer sur la proposition qui lui était soumise.

6. Au suiplus, ma lettre, du 15 octobre, et j’attire l’at
tention de Votre Excellence sur ses paragraphes 2 et 3, 
a expliqué pour quelles raisons, ét dans quelles con
ditions, un représentant des Etats-Unis était invité è 
prendre place à la table du Conseil. Les déclarations 
formulées par divers membres du Conseil à la séance 
du 16 octobre sont également explicites à cet égard.

7. Telle étant la situation, j’estime, d’accord avec 
mes collègues, qu’il ne servirait à rien .d’entreprendre, 

à l’heure actuelle, une étude juridique du problème, 
qui, quelque importants et intéressants qu’ils puissent 
être en eux-mêmes, ne se posent pas en l’espèce, mais 
qui pourront d’ailleurs, si tel est le vœu des membres 
de la Société, faire l’objet d’un examen ultérieur.

8. J’ai conscience que le gouvernement japonais, pour 
les raisons que j’ai exposées, sera d’accord avec nous 
pour reconnaître qu’une telle étude serait, en tout cas, 
sans rapport avec le vote émis par le Conseil le 
15 octobre.

9. J’ose exprimer l’espoir que. les explications qui pré
cèdent convaincront le gouvernement japonais que mes 
collègues et moi avons soumis à rexamen le plus 
attentif les vues qu’il avait chargé Votre Excellence 
de nous faire connaître, et que nous avons eu le plus 
grand souci de ne rien faire qui aille à l’encontre d’un 
article du Pacte de la Société des Nations ou de la 
pratique du Conseil.

[Signé .-] A. Briand.
président en exercice du Conseih

XIV. — Projet de résolution du Conseil (22 oc
tobre 1931).

Le Conseil, comme suite à sa résolution du 30 sep
tembre,

Constatant qu’en plus de l’appel fait par le gouverne
ment chinois en vertu de l’article U du Pacte, l’article 2 
du Pacte de Paris a été invoqué par un certain nombre 
de gouvernements,

1. Rappelle les engagements pris par les deux gouver
nements dans la résolution du 30 septembre, notam
ment la déclaration du repirésentant du Japon selon 
laquelle son gouvernement poursuivra aussi rapidement 
que possible le retrait de ses troupes pour les ramener 
dans la zone du chemin de fer, dans la mesure où la 
sécurité de la vie des ressortissants japonais et la pro
tection de leurs biens seront effectivement assurées, 
ainsi que la déclaration du représentant de la Chine, 
selon laquelle son gouvernement assumera la responsa
bilité de la sécurité des ressortissants japonais et de la 
protection des biens leur appartenant en dehor'  
ladite zone ; — ce qui implique de la part du go 
nement chinois rengagement d’assurer une prote 
effective aux ressortissants japonais résidant en A 
chourie ;

*

2. Rappelle en outre que les deux gouver 
donné l’assurance qu’ils s’abstiendront de ’ 
susceptible d’aggraver la situation ; qu’aii 
tenus de s’abstenir de toute politique ou a> 
sive et doivent prendre les mesures propres à 
à toute agitation hostile ;

3. Rappelle la déclaration du représentant 
selon laquelle le Japon n’a aucune visée territory 
Mandchourie ; constate que cette déclaration est 
forme aux termes du Pacte de la Société des Nation^, 
ainsi que du Traité des neuf Puissances dont les signa
taires se sont engagés « à respecter la souveraineté, 
l’indépendance et l’intégrité territoriale et administra
tive de la Chine » ;

4. Convaincu que l’exécution de ces assurances et de 
ces engagements est essentielle pour le rétablissement 
des relations normales entr • deux parties :*

(a) demande au gouverne japonais de commen
cer immédiatement et de poursuivre progressivement 
le retrait de ses troupes à l’intérieur de la zone du che
min de fer afin que le retrait complet puisse être effec
tué avant la prochaine réunion du Conseil ;

(b) démande au gouvernement chinois, en exécution 
de rengagement qu’il a pris, d’une manière générale, en 
ce qui concerne la protection de la vie et des biens des 
ressortissants japonais en Mandchourie, d’adopter en 
vue de la prise en charge du territoire évacué, toutes 
dispositions propres à assurer la sécurité de la vie des 
ressortissants japonais qui y résident et la protection de 
leurs biens, — invite en outre le gouvernement chinois 
à attacher aux autorités chinoises désignées à ces fins 
des représentants d’autres Puissances afin que ceux-ci 
puissent suivre l’exécution des dispositions dont il 
s’agit ;

5. Recommande aux gouvernements chinois et japo
nais de désigner immédiatement des représentants pour 
régler les détails d’exécution de l’évacuation et de la 
prise en charge des territoires évacués, afin que ces opé
rations puissent s’accomplir de façon régulière et sans 
retard ;

6. Recommande aux gouvernements chinois et japo
nais d’entamer, dès l’achèvement de l’évacuation, des 
négociations directes sur toutes les questions en sus
pens entre eux, notamment sur celles qui résultent des 
derniers événements et celles qui ont trait aux diffi
cultés dues à la situation du chemin de fer de Mand
chourie.

A cette fin, le Conseil suggère aux deux gouverne
ments de constituer une Commission de conciliation ou 
quelque autre organisme permanent du même ordre.

7. Le Conseil décide de s’ajourner au 16 novembre, 
date à laquelle il procédera à un nouvel examen de la 
situation, mais autorise son président à le convoquer à 
une date antérieure s’il l’estime opportun.
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XV- — Amendements au projet de résolution 
présentés par la délégation japonaise (23 
octobre 1931(1)).

Le Conseil,
Comme suite à sa résolution du 30 septembre;
Constatant qu’en plus de l’appel fait par le gouverne

ment chinois en vertu de l’article 11 du Pacte, l’article 2 
du Pacte de Paris a été invoqué par un certain nombre 
de gouvernements :

1. Rappelle les engagements pris par les deux gouver
nements dans la résolution du 30 septembre, notamment 
la déclaration du représentant du Japon selon laquelle 
son gouvernement poursuivra aussi rapidement que pos
sible le retrait de ses troupes pour les ramener dans la 
zone du chemin de fer, dans la mesure où la sécurité 
de la vie des ressortissants japonais et la protection de 
leurs biens seront effectivement assurées, ainsi que la 
déclaration du représentant de la Chine selon laquelle 
son gouvernement assumera la responsabilité de la sécu
rité des (ressortissants japonais et de la protection des 
niens leur appartenant en dehors de ladite zone ; ce 
qui implique de la part du gouvernement chinois ren
gagement d’assurer une protection effective aux ressor
tissants japonais résidant en Mandchourie ;

2. Rappelle en outre que les deux gouvernements ont 
donné l’assurance qu’ils s’abstiendront de toute mesure 
susceptible d’aggraver la situation ; qu’ainsi ils sont 
tenus de s’abstenir de toute politique ou action agres
sive et doivent prendre les mesures propres à mettre fin 
à toute agitation hostile ;

3. Rappelle la déclaration du représentant japonais 
selon laquelle le Japon n’a aucune visée territoriale en 
Mandchourie ; constate que cette déclaration est con
forme à l'esprit du Pacte de la Société des Nations, 
ainsi que du Traité des neuf Puissances dont les signa
taires se sont engagés « à respecter la souveraineté, 
l’indépendance, l’intégrité territoriale et administrative 
de la Chine ».

4. Prend  nouveau de la déclaration du repré
sentant du Japon, faite le 13 octobre, selon laquelle le 

tF' ''emement du Japon procédera au retrait dans la 
du chemin de fer de ses troupes se trouvant 

re dans quelques localités en dehors de ladite zone 
l'apaisement des esprits et la détente de la situa- 
r,r la réalisation d'une entente préalable entre les 

mts chinois et japonais SUR LES PRINCIPES 
TAUX régissant les relations normales, c'est- 
sttant d'avoir l'assurance de la sécurité de 
essortissants japonais et de la protection des 

appartenant ;
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-mmande aux gouvernements chinois et japo- 
se concerter immédiatement dans le but de réa- 

/entente mentionnée au paragraphe 4 ;
. Recommande aux gouvernements chinois et japonais 

ae désigner des représentants pour régler les détails 
d'exécution de l'évacuation et de la prise en charge des 
localités évacuées ;

7. Prie les gouvernements chinois et japonais de vou
loir tenir le Conseil au courant du développement des 
pourparlers entre eux et l'état d'exécution de la pré
sente résolution ;

8. Autorise son prés-' à prendre, après l'examen 
des communications c <,us, toutes mesures qu'il jw 
nécessaires pour assurer l'exécution de la présente réso
lution, et à convoquer le Conseil à tout moment en vue 
de procéder à un nouvel examen de la situation.

XVI. — Déclaration publiée à Tokio par le 
gouvernement japonais (26 octobre 1931).

Sur demande délégation japonaise, ai honneur com
muniquer déclaration gouvernement japonais publiée 
Tokio 26 octobre :

1° Représentant japonais Conseil Société Nations 
proposa 22 octobre certains amendements à résolution 
soumise Conseil touchant deux questions :

. 1. Retrait troupes japonaises dans zone chemin de fer ;
2. Négociations directes entre Chine Japon.
Cependant, lesdits amendements aussi bien que réso

lution elle-même, échouèrent, faute d’obtenir approba
tion unanime Conseil.

2° Comme gouvernement japonais a souligné diver
ses reprises, toute l’affaire mandchourienne fut occa
sionnée seulement par attaques violentes et provoca
trices lancées par armée chinoise contre zone chemin 
de fer. Certains petits contingents japonais restant 
encore' à. quelques points hors de cette zone sont Ins
tallment exigés par danger vies et biens auquel nom
breuse population japonaise dans cette région est expo
sée. Présence effectifs aussi limités peut aucunement 
être représentée comme moyen pour Japon dicter à 
Chine termes règlement difficultés actuelles. Rien est 
plus loin des pensées du Japon que faire peser pres
sion armée sur Chine pendant ces négociations.

3° Gouvernement japonais exprima diverses occa-

(1) Les trois premiers paragraphes correspondent aux 
trois premiers paragraphes du document précédent.
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sions ferme détermination souffrir aucun retranche- > 
ment ou diminution droits et intérêts Japon qui sont 
vitaux pour existence nationale et font partie du com- J 
plexe de ses relations politiques et économiques avec I 
Chine. Malheureusement, mouvements en Chine pour 
soi-disant a recouvrement des droits » ont récemment 
atteint développement extravagant tandis que senti
ments antijaponais encouragés ouvertement dans ma
nuels employés dans diverses écoles en Chine et se sont 
enracinés dans âme chinoise. Défiant les traités et 
insoucieuse de toute l’histoire, agitation vigoureuse a 
été poursuivie en Chine pour miner droits et intérêts 
Japon même les plus vitaux. Dans situation actuelle, 
retrait complet troupes japonaises dans zone chemin de 
fer avec simple assurance du gouvernement chinois 
créerait situation intolérable exposant sujets japonais 
aux plus graves dangers. Expérience passée et situa
tion actuelle Chine démontrent clairement risque pareils 
dangers.

4® Gouvernement iaponais est convaincu que dans 
situation actuelle, sécurité sujets japonais en Mand
chourie peut guère être assurée sans se précautionner 
en vue faire disparaître antipathies nationales et sus
picion existant dans relations mutuelles des deux puis
sances. A cette fin, il exprima déjà dans note ministre 
affaires étrangères 9 octobre au ministre chinois à 
Tokio, disposition entamer négociations avec gouver
nement chinois sur certains principes fondamentaux 
devant régler relations normales entre les deux pays^v 
Cette note fut communiquée en son temps au Consei 
Convaincu que cette procédure est seule appropriée 
pour sortir de situation, gouvernement japonais s’en est 
constamment tenu à ses propositions dans ce sens pen
dant récentes discussions au Conseil. Principes fonda
mentaux qu’il a eus à l’esprit ont trait à

1. Répudiation mutuelle de politique et conduite agres
sives ;

2. Respect de intégrité territoriale chinoise ;
3. Suppression complète de tout mouvement organisé 

entravant liberté du commerce et suscitant haine 
internationale ;

4. Protection effective dans toute Mandchourie de 
toutes occupations pacifiques des sujets japonais ;

5. Respect des droits contractuels du Japon en Mand
chourie.

Gouvernement japonais croit que ces points étant 
en entière harmonie avec buts et aspirations Société 
des Nations et formant base naturelle, de laquelle paix 
Extrême-Orient doit dépendre, se recommandera à 
approbation de opinion publique mondiale. Motif refus 
du représentant japonais déposer lesdits points sur 
table du Conseil était que par leur nature ils devaient 
former le sujet de négociations entre les parties direc- i
ternent intéressées. »

5° Soucieux du bien-être futur des deux nations, 
gouvernement japonais estime nécessité urgente actuelle 
est d’arriver à solution du problème par coopération <(.
des deux pays et ainsi chercher voie bonheur prospé- 
rité commune. Sa volonté reste inchangée et persis
tante d’entamer négociations avec gouvernement chi
nois touchant susdits principes fondamentaux relatifs 
relations normales entre Japon, Chine, et touchant 
retrait troupes japonaises dans zone Sud-Mandchourien. 
rien.

XVII. — Lettre de M. Briand à M. Yoshizawa 
(29 octobre 1931).

Monsieur l’ambassadeur,
En ma qualité de président du Conseil de la Société 

des Nations, j’ai étudié avec le plus grand soin la 
déclaration du gouvernement japonais, datée du 26 oc
tobre, que Votre Excellence a bien voulu me faire com
muniquer télégraphiquement, ainsi qu’aux membres du 
Conseil, par l’entremise du secrétaire général.

Je crois devoir vous soumettre quelques remarques 
au sujet de cette communication.

Depuis la dernière réunion du Conseil, où le projet 
de résolution que mes collègues m’avaient chargé de 
rapporter a recueilli l’approbation de tous les membres 
du Conseil, à l’exception 1 Présentant japonais, la 
position de la question soumise à notre examen se 
trouve clairement dégagée, de la façon suivante : indé
pendamment du vote émis au dernier Conseil, qui 
garde toute sa force morale, nous demeurons, juridi
quement, en face d’une résolution valide, celle qui 
avait été adoptée à l’unanimité le 30 septembre et qui 
garde toute sa force exécutoire. Par cette résolution, 
le Conseil a pris acte de la déclaration du représentant 
du Japon aux termes de laquelle le gouvernement japo
nais « poursuivra, aussi rapidement que possible, le 
retrait déjà commencé de ses troupes pour les ramener 
dans la zone du chemin de fer, dans la mesure où la 

.sécurité de la vie des ressortissants japonais et la pro
tection de leurs biens seront effectivement assurées et 
espère réaliser complètement cette intention dans le t' 
plus bref délai ». »

Le représentant du Japon n’avait point indiqué alors 
que des questions, comme celle d’un accord sur les ’
droits contractuels du Japon en Mandchourie, fussent

acle.de
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NOUVELLE Ip pittô de rapidité que dans érence de rythme est encore n ne considère que les résul- nières années. Tandis qu’en la population de la capitale très là mêrpe, celle des autres
phérie ax lé centre, a* plus tfrap^m tats des trente, effet, depuis ItU est restée à ipeq ®res la mémo, celle oes autres communes du département de la Seine est passée, dans là mêmh période, de 950.000 à 2 millions d*habitants;  marquant ainsi une progression qui s’imposé & l’attention de tous les urbanistes.Mais il ne faut point s’en tenir à l’examen' des statistiques, si instructif soit-il. Il faut aussi, en témoin attentif des faits économiques et sociaux, jeter un regard sur Ja physionomie du Paris moderne. ‘Le centre, autrefois marqué par la place de l’Opéra, a gardé toutes ses fonctions, mais n’a pas cessé de s’étendre. Il a débordé dans tout le quartier des Champs-Elysées où le commerce règne aujourd’hui en maître, et il atteint actuellement i’Etoile. Les affaires occupent toujours plus de place et contribuent à (refouler vers la périphérie toute une partit de la population qui ne peut trouver dans le /centre les logements dont elle a besoin. Là banlieue elle-même voit ses limites reculer toujours plus loin. Toutes les communes des environs àe Paris sê sont peu à peu ■ur ainsi) dire, soudées les unes aux s’explique la naissance d’une vaste que rjp “ ‘ • - - *^pLenl*  ie T )n i jtjwo ags-ivuicrati Seine-et-Ois*'  de

Rappelle le grand Paris et X formée dféléments dis- ^J|ns4e, dans un prochain ^nse cité, harmonieuse . ndérer actuellement que,i\hî les départements de| lame et une partie du

privées et dte coordonner les efforts vers des fins rationnelles. 7Pour remédier utilement à cette situation fâcheuse, il convient de ne plus se laisser guider par le hasard, mais au contraire de prévoir et de diriger les événements.La solution, la plus méthodique consiste à organiser, au lieu de l’extension circulaire de Paris, une extension dirigée suivant un certain nombre de lignes droites entre lesquelles on pourra ménager les espaces libres dont nous parlions plus , haut. Mais quel que soit le sens d’orientation de ces lignes droites, quelle que soit également, par rapport à Paris, la distance des centres qui s’établiront sur leur parcours, il est évident que le problème des transports se posera avec une acuité toujours plus grande et que la coordination des différents moyens de transports deviendra de plus en plus une nécessité primordiale. Il n’est qu- trop facile de l’expliquer : chaque matin, il faut * j prendre le plus près possible de leur résidence pour les amener à proximité du lieu de leur travail tous ceux que les affaires appellent à Paris. Le soir, à la sortie dlu bureau et des magasins, quelquefois à midi pour le déjeuner, il faut reconduire cette foule chez elle.Il s’agit donc de créer pour une population sans cesse plus dense des transports rapides grand débit, coordonnés, capables, en un m*  fournir aux heures « de pointe » un rapport avec les besoins des usag^*"  à leur profit, une liaison étr**  points de la région pari?’Envisagé sous? c^ ” banisme devient /r port.C’est à ce
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L’EUROPE
liées en rien à la question de sécurité de la vie et des 
biens des ressortissants japonais.

J’observe par ailleurs que dans les deux projets de 
résolution soumis au Conseil le 24 octobre, la rédac
tion des trois premiers paragraphes est identique, Votre 
Excellence ayant renoncé à l’amendement qu’EUe avait 
présenté au paragraphe 3. Ces trois paragraphes peu
vent donc être considérés comme exprimant la volonté 
des deux parties.

Par sa déclaration du 26 octobre, le gouvernement 
japonais fait, d’autre part, connaître que, en faisant 
allusion à certains principes fondamentaux, il avait 
en vue les suivants :

lo « Répudiation mutuelle de la politique et de la 
conduite agressive » ; or, le paragraphe 2 des deux pro
jets présentés le 24 octobre déclare que les deux gouver
nements « sont tenus de s’abstenir de toute politique 
ou action agressive » ;

2° « Respect de l’intégrité territoriale de la Chine » ; 
or, le paragraphe 3 des deux projets enregistre un enga
gement à cet effet ;

• 3° « Suppression complète de tous les agissements
r rganisés entravant la liberté du commerce et excitant

, M'a haine entre les nations » ; or, le paragraphe 3 des 
deux projets stipule que les deux gouvernements « doi
vent prendre les mesures propres à mettre fin à toute 
agitation hostile » ;

4® « Protection effective dans l’ensemble de la Mand
chourie pour permettre aux ressortissants japonais d’y 
vaquer à toutes occupations pacifiques » ; or, le- premier 
paragraphe des deux projets enregistre rengagement 

\ du gouvernement chinois d’assurer une. protection effec- 
.tive aux ressortissants japonais résidant en Mand
chourie ».

fait que, d’une part, le représentant de la Chine 
’■*  les termes de la résolution que j’ai proposée, 

mes collègues, et que, d’autre part, le 
v représentant japonais renferme les 

uxquels je viens de me référer, 
gouvernements sont entièrement

■\pecVdes droits concé- 
'hoivie ».

NOUVELLE
je me penrietsA cet égard, 

Votre Excellence sur les' termes c 
24 octobre que m’a adressée le re) 
et dans laquelle le docteur Sze 
comme tout membre de la Soci 
tenue, aux termes du Pacte, « de 
sèment toutes les obligations des \ 
nement chinois, pour sa part, est <. 
loyalement toutes les obligations

ention de 
én date du 

, àç la, Chine, 
; a 'Lé Chine, 

js Nations, est 
specter scrupuleu- 

^ités ». Le gouver- 
iterminé à exécuter 

^ue lui impose le 
Pacte. Il est disposé à donner des preuves de cette inten
tion, en s’engageant à régler par vOie de solution arbi
trale ou judiciaire, ainsi que le stipule l’article 13 du 
Pacte, tous différends avec le japon, relativement à 
l’interprétation des traités ». Il m’apparaît donc, et les 
autres membres du Conseil, y compris, j’ose l’espérer, 
Votre Excellence, seront unanimes à partager cette ma
nière de voir, que le gouvernement chinois a pris devant 
le Conseil, où le Japon occupe un siège permanent, des 
engagements conformes aux ’ principes fondamentaux 
auxquels s’est référé 10 gouvernement japonais.

Dans ces conditions, j’ai le/ferme espoir que le gou
vernement japonais, désireux de remplir rengagement 
qu’il a contracté solennellement, aux termes de la réso
lution du 30 septembre, et qur aussi bien il n’a cessé de 
confirmer par ses déclarations réitérées, au cours de la 
dernière réunion du Conseil,' dans les séances des 22, 
23 et 24 octobre, « poursuivra aussi rapidement que 
possible le retrait de ses trompes dansela zone du che
min de fer », et qu’il pourra, ainsi, < réaliser complè
tement cette intention dans lie plus bref délai ».

En raison de l’extrême importance que votre, gouver
nement attache à la sécurité la vie et des biens des 
ressortissants japonais dans les» territoires évacués par. 
ses troupes, je me permets d’at|i 
Excellence sur le paragraphe 
mise au Conseil le 24 octobre, çftp 
go

a 
r

Veuillez agréer, etc...

irer l’attention de Votre- 
► de la résolution sou- 
ui recommande aux deux 

vernements « de désigner inimédiatemént des répé
tants pour régler les détai1' pL’exécution - de l’évacua- 

et de la prise en chaj^ ‘ 
que cette opération 
ière et sans retard ». V

.es territoire^ évacués, 
^ajiBgmplir <$b façon

igné : A._Brl n
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INTRODUCTION y

Echos du conflit sino-japonais ! ‘
!

Voilà deux mois déjà que tous les jours, les journaux vous en ap
portent Il n’est plus personne qui ignore l’incroyable invasion japo
naise.

Voilà deux mois que la diplomatie japonaise à laquelle il nous faut 
rendre hommage, essaye de convaincre toutes les chancelleries d’Euro
pe et d’Amérique de son point de vue ! Que de nouvelles quotidienne
ment, viennent remplir la presse, venant de Tokio et défendant tou
jours l’armée de l’invasion.

Nous sommes convaincus, chers lecteurs, que vous êtes trop avertis 
pour vous être laissés tromper. Votre amour de la Justice vous a jÊt 
rechercher la vérité à travers toutes ces nouvelles. Votre amour delà 
paix mondiale votis a donné un sens nouveau qui vous a permis de 
voir de quel côté se trouve le droit et la justice.

Ce que vous avez senti, ce que vous avez déjà entrevu par vous mê
me et à travers les communiqués inévitablement soucieux de l’amour 
propre japonais de Genève et de Monsieur Briand, nous voulons vous 
le faire voir lumineusement en vous fournissant tous les documents, 
tous les matériaux originaux nécessaires.

Nous sommes des étudiants, éloignés de notre pays. Nos cœurs 
saignent en pensant à la souffrance de nos frères de Mandchourie et 
de toute la Chine. C’est sans doute pour les servir que nous publions 
ces pages, mais c’est aussi par amour de l’humanité toute entière.

Lisez et jugez.

Les trois photos que nous reproduisons ici ont été publiées dans « Le Monde 
Illustré », journal de Peiping (Pekin). Voici comment ils ont été pris :

« ... Un étudiant de l’Université « Nord-Est », après que l’armée japonaise eut 
occupé Mukden et commencé à s’y livrer au massacre, se déguisa en paysan, cacha 
sur lui un petit appareil photographique et risqua sa vie pour avoir quelques 
preuves éclatantes des crimes japonais... »

Le Monde (15 octobre 1931).

« Le Monde » a agrandi les photos originales et en a publié six, sans doute des 
mieux réussies. Nous en reproduisons ici trois.

Paysan chinois enterré vif par les soldats japonais. On voit à la droite de la 
photo le buste sous terre, et les jambes sortant du sol.



DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (e) 
Department of State letter, August
Ey ZH 0» (cJu»»x___NARS,

10, 1972
Date

A yauche, trois soldats japonais dont l’un essaie sa baïonnette sur le soldat chinois. 
A droite, un soldat japonais enfonçant sa baïonnette dans le dos d’un policier

Des soldats japonais placés derrière des étudiants et des paysans chinois à

Un cri d’alarme contre la guerre
Manifeste de l’Association générale des Chinois en BelgiqueDans un moment si tragique, où la crise gronde à travers le monde foudroyant à maintes reprises et à maints endroits les plus affaiblies des création du génie humain, et semant sur son passage la panique affolante et une misère accrue ; dans un moment où, dans tous les coins du mondé, acculés par la nécessité, des efforts surhumains sont menés avec une sincérité et une rapidité réconfortantes, en vue de parer au naufrage de l’humanité à la dérive ; dans un moment où, encore tout convalescente après une lutte de vingt ans, depuis la fon- Ïtion de la République, et absorbée dans le travail de sa rénovation, collaborations économique et industrielle avec les pays du monde, la Chine vient d’être frappée de la plus effroyable des inondations qu’elle ait jamais connue ; dans un moment précis où la chute imminente de la livre sterling semait le désaroi et portait l’effervescence à son paroxysme dans le monde entier ; dans un moment, enfin, où tous les peuples sont plus ou moins plongés dans la plus profonde des inquiétudes ou dans un deuil le plus désolant, ne savons-nous pas qu’au milieu de tout ce fracas, nous avons encore et précisément la grande surprise de déplorer une brusque agression armée du Japon contre la Chine ?Point n’est besoin d’entrer dans les détails et d’établir vainement, par le menu, les causes immédiates du conflit ; cela ressemblerait tout simplement à de l’enfantillage.Au moment même où toute l’attention de la Chine était tournée vers le sauvetage des dizaines de millions de victimes des inondations, les canons japonais déchirèrent soudain le ciel serein de la Mandchourie, (c’était dans la nuit du 18 septembre), et en moins d’un jour tous les points stratégiques en Mandchourie furent simultanément occupés par les troupes japonaises. L’arsenal de Moukden fut bombardé, un immense atelier de construction d’avions incendié, un des plus grands postes de T. S. F. détruit, sans parler des pertes de vies humaines subies par les populations prises au dépourvu.
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— 4 —II est clair que, d’après les faits mêmes, l’attaque fut bel et bieni organisée, soigneusement préparée, et déclanchée sous un commandement unique. Nul doute qu’elle n’ait été préméditée.N’est-ce pas le Japon qui a voulu la guerre ?Et, comme toujours, il n’y a pas eu de déclaration de guerre.Où est donc l’honneur ?Où est donc le cœur humain ?Et, la meilleure preuve que le Japon est seul responsable, c’est que les troupes chinoises n’ont opposé aucune résistance contre*  l’attaque et ont reçu, par la suite, l’ordre de se retirer, du Maréchal Tchang Sueh Liang, alors absent de Mandchourie.Il nous semble d’ailleurs bien difficile et même ridicule de concevoir que la Chine ait pu provoquer la guerre et la décorrtmander lorsqu’on la lui sert ; d’autant plus que la Chine se trouve devant d’énormes difficultés intérieures et qu’à fortiori, elle n’aurait pu son^| un instant à s’offrir le luxe de se mesurer avec un adversaire notoirement redoutable.Nous passons sur les griefs du Japon en ce qui concerne les fréquentes frictions entre résidents japonais et chinois en Mandchourie, où les japonais veulent s’imposer en maîtres absolus.Mais, il ne semble pas sans intérêt de dire un mot sur les; véritables origines du conflit. Nous estimons que rien ne vaut mieux, à ce sujet, que de citer ici un passage des déclarations faites au Japon par feu le baron Tanaka, ex-premier ministre du Japon, passage dans lequel on note ce qui suit :
« Pour conquérir le monde, il faut d’abord conquérir la Chine ; 

et pour conquérir la Chine, il faut commencer par conquérir la 
Mandchourie. »Si, en résumant, nous croyons voir dans la brusque explosion de ce coup de force prodigieux, le Japon profiter de la situation générale mondiale très défectueuse, pour satisfaire ses appétits gloutons, en allant soigner tout particulièrement ses intérêts propres en Mandchourie, ne faut-il pas craindre que ce conflit, dût-il durer encore, n’allume des troubles dans le monde entier. On ne peut songer, sans être saisi d’un frisson d'horreur, à ce que le monde fût si près de se laisser entraîner dans un abîme.Hélas ! le monde connaîtra-t-il à temps le danger qu’il court en

— 5 —laissant compromettre la paix universelle par les ambitions politiques, sans cesse aiguisées vers de nouvelles aventures, d’un pays rempli de belliqueux comme le Japon ? Prendra-t-il à temps les mesures préventives contre les menées si variées mais si machiavéliques, de ce 
Japon militariste qui ne semble pas craindre d’être violateur de droit, 
et violateur des Traités qui portent sa propre signature ?Imbu par tradition, de folie des conquêtes, le Japon, nation guerrière par essence, constitue en Extrême-Orient un véritable volcan. Et, ne faut-il pas le croire, c’est la paix du Monde que, de sa constante 
menace d’éruption, ce volcan dangereux, à potentiel élevé, fait courir 
le risque dun effondrement fatal.

Devant la gravité de l’heure, le devoir de tous les défenseurs de la 
vraie civilisation n’est-il pas de fraternellement s’unir, de donner le 
signal d’alarme, de démasquer les loups et, tirant de sa torpeur l’huma
nité souffrante et abandonnée, la ramenant dans la confiance du 

Adomphe final de la justice sans tache et des vérités sans ombre, de lui 
Rendre conscience de sa force irrésistible, de la conduire enfin au- 
dessus des passions aveugles et destructives, vers la conception du bien 
général, vers une vie meilleure, digne de l’homme, vers l’idéal commun 
qui n’est pas une utopie et auquel, plus que jamais, tous les peuples 
de la terre, tous atteints de maux communs s’aggravant sans cesse, 
ont le légitime droit d’aspirer et la plus pressante nécessité d’arriver.

Pas de violence, non plus de passion qui tue la raison. Mais du 
calme, de la volonté, de la fermeté.

En avant, Justice sans tache, Vérités sans ombre.
En avant, le bon sens et la conscience humaine.
En avant, tous les intellectuels et tous les hommes qui sur toute la 

surface de la terre, pensent humainement.
A chacun de nous de prendre sans plus de retard, sa part dans 

l’effort d’appaisement, vis-à-vis de l’orage qui agite l’Océan humain, 
car c’est nous-mêmes qui formons avec la masse amorphe et innocente, 
cette humanité agonisante. Prenons conscience de notre devoir d’hom
mes. Unissons-nous.
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Déclaration du Comité du Kuomintang 
en BelgiqueLe 18 septembre dernier, à 10 heures du soir, les troupes japonaises, sans aucune provocation, ouvraient le feu sur les soldats chinois, près de Moukden.Elles bombardaient, ensuite, l’arsenal et les casernes de cette ville, incendiaient les dépôts de munitions, désarmaient les garnisons chinoises de Chang-Chung, Kouang-Tcheng-Tseu et d’autres localités et, finalement, occupaient militairement les villes de Moukden et Antung et autres points, stratégiques, ainsi que les bâtiments publics de la région.Et, depuis le 19 septembre, cette occupation — qui s’est encoraj étendue — continue, bien que, conformément aux instructions du GoiW vernement National de la République Chinoise, l’armée régulière chinoise et la population civile n’aient opposé aucune résistance et se soient abstenues de tout acte susceptible d’aggraver la situation.Le caractère de cette offensive brusquée et préméditée n’a pas échappé aux Européens avertis des choses d’Extrême-Orient et c’est ainsi que, dès le 20 septembre, un grand organe de la presse française pouvait/écrire ce qui suit :

« On croit donc discerner, dans cette manœuvre (du Japan) une 
action qui dérive beaucoup moins de l’improvisation que d’un plan 
stratégique dont l’application est méthodique et calculée. »Et, en effet, il en est bien ainsi.Pour justifier son action, le Ministère de la guerre japonais a publié, le 19 septembre, un communiqué expliquant que trois ou quatre compagnies de soldats chinois ayant bombardé et détruit une partie du chemin de fer sud-mandchourien et attaqué la garde japonaise, celle-ci avait riposté en attendant l’arrivée d’un batallon de renfort.Un communiqué de la Légation de Chine à Bruxelles a réduit à néant cette allégatiorrmensongère. Nous ne pouvons mieux faire que de la reproduire ci-dessous :« Relativement aux origines du conflit sino-japonais, on a fait cir-

— 7 —» culer le bruit — de source japonaise — qu’elles résidaient dans la » destruction, par des soldats chinois, d’un pont du chemin de fer » sud-mandchourien.» Cette allégation, qui n’a d’autre but que de déplacer les respon- » sabilités, est entièrement fausse.» De rapports adressés par la Direction du chemin de fer Pékin- » Moukden au Gouvernement chinois, il résulte que le pont de Lao-Ho, » dont il est question ci-dessus, a été détruit par les Japonais eux- » mêmes, avant toute attaque des troupes chinoises. Le pont détruit, » les Jàponais ont amené, sur le terrain, des cadavres de soldats » chinois, cette macabre mise en scène devant, dans leur esprit, étayer » l’accusation mensongère qu’ils se proposaient de lancer.» Il est à remarquer, encore, que le pont en question était très » sérieusement gardé par les Japonais et qu’ils avaient pris soin, il y a ^quelque temps déjà, de construire un tronçon de voie indépendante » de manière à assurer — dans tous les cas — la circulation des trains.» D’ailleurs, depuis longtemps, les troupes japonaises cherchaient » à soulever des difficultés en Mandchourie.» Elles avaient même franchi les frontières pour se livrer à des » manœuvres qui n’étaient, en somme, que des préparatifs de guerre.» Ces actes, qui sont de nature à détruire la paix en Extrême-Orient, » constituent une violation flagrante des pactes de la S.. D. N. et » Briand-Kellogg et autres traités internationaux signés par le Japon. »Le Japon prétend, d’autre part, rendre les autorités chinoises responsables de l’assassinat du capitaine d’Etat-Major japonais Nakamura.Ce second grief n’est pas plus fondé que le premier. La presse chinoise rapporte, en effet, qu’au'mois de mai dernier, le Consulat japonais à Kharbine a bien demandé, aux autorités chinoises, de viser le passeport de voyage d’un de ses ressortissants de ce nom, mais présenté comme exerçant la profession de « commercant ».En admettant que ce « commerçant » et le soit-disant capitaine d’Etat-Major Nakamura ne soient qu’une seule et même personne, la responsabilité de son assassinat ne saurait retomber sur les autoités chinoises pour la raison que l’accès de la région montagneuse avoisinant Hing-An est interdit aux étrangers, leur sécurité ne pouvant y être garantie à cause des bandits qu’on y rencontre.
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— 8 —Si le Japonais en question n’a pas cru devoir tenir compte de cette interdiction, il savait à quels dangers il s’exposait.Au surplus, les agissements déloyaux du Japon ne datent pas seulement des événements actuels. Il méditait, depuis longtemps, l’attentat qu'il vient de commettre contre les droits imprescriptibles de la République et l’intégrité du territoire chinois. Il nous suffira de rappeler les incidents de Wang-Pao-Chang. les massacres des Chinois en Corée, les troubles de Tsingtao, etc.Nous en appelons de cet odieux attentat à tous les Peuples civilisés et, en particulier, à la Nation belge, qui, dans son passé, a souffert les douleurs de l'occupation étrangère.A l’heure où les plus illustres des hommes d’Etat du monde entier font des efforts désespérés pour découvrir la formule qui, avec la sécurité, assurera à l'Humanité qui n’en peut mais, les bienfaits du désarmement général, il constitue une grave menace pour la paix Extrême-Orient et, l'incendie une fois allumé, nul ne saurait dire où fl s’arrêterait.La Chine qui. se basant sur les dispositions du Pacte, a remis le soin de défendre ses intérêts à la Société des Nations, est en droit d’espérer que l'incident, voulu et préparé par le Japon, recevra une solution équitable et, par solution équitable, elle entend le paiement d’indemnités pour les victimes civiles et militaires de l’agression, pour le pillage de l'arsenal de Moukden ainsi que des banques et biens publics et privés, le châtiment des coupables et des garanties de sécurité pour l’avenir.Et, ayant foi dans la Justice internationale, elle compte fermement sur l’appui des Jîtats signataires des pactes de la S. D. N., Briand- Kellogg et autres traités internationaux pour faire triompher son point de vue qui n'est, en réalité, que celui du Droit outragé.

Un Message adressé au peuple du monde
Par l’Union des Chambres de Commerce dans toute la ChineDans la nuit du *8  septembre 1931, les rroupes japonaises stationnées dans les différentes parties des provinces du nord-est de la Chine, se mirent simultanément en action et occupèrent Shenyang (Moukden), Changchun, Yinkow, Antung, Koupangtse et les autres positions stratégiques.Cette action précipitée étonna les chinois et aussi le peuple des autres pays. Une pareille agression fut sans doute préméditée, parceque les militaristes japonais avaient essayé de trouver des pré- Jfcxtes pour réaliser leur ambition démesurée d’établir une hégémonie politique et militaire sur les provinces du nord-est de la Chine. L’affaire de Wanpaoshan fut un incident créé par les japonais en vue de provoquer le ressentiment des chinois contre les japonais. Mais les chinois se tentaient strictement à la politique de non-résistance et l’affaire ne se devéloppant pas dans les proportions aussi grandes que celles désirées par les japonais. Peu de temps après, survint le massacre général et organisé des résidents chinois dans les différentes parties de Corée. Les biens des milliers et des milliers de résidents chinois furent détruits et plusieurs centaines d’entre eux furent grièvement blessés. Le dit massacre des gens innocents avait pour but de provoquer le ressentiment le plus aigu des chinois contre les japonais; mais encore une fois, les chinois montraient un esprit de tolérance et le dessein odieux du militarisme japonais échoua.Le piège le plus récent tendu par les militaristes japonais fut le cas du capitaine Nakamura. Les japonais prétendirent qu’il avait été assassiné par les soldats chinois durant son voyage en Mongolie intérieure. Lorsqu’on leur demandait, d’en fournir des preuves, ils répondaient que le meurtre leur fut révélé secrètement par quelques chinois. Quand on leur demandait les noms de ces révélateurs chinois, ils répliquaient qu’ils ne pouvaient pas le dire de peur que le danger arrivât à eux. Alors, les militaristes japonais faisaient des préparations
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pour commencer les attaques. Cependant les chinois insistaient que si un certain capitaine Nakamura avait été assassiné, le cas pourrait être réglé par les moyens diplomatiques et en conséquence, le gouvernement chinois désignait trois fois les commissaires pour en faire une enquête. Les militaristes japonais, en rendant compte que l’affaire sera réglée par la voie diplomatique, ne voyait plus autre moyen pour accomplir leur dessein que celui d’entreprendre une action militaire directe. Ainsi survinrent les évènements foudroyants dans la nuit du 18 septembre. Les militaristes japonais, ayant besoin de trouver des prétextes afin de justifier leur action, proclamaient qu’ils recouraient à des forces militaires en raison de la destruction d’une partie du chemin de fer sud-Mandchourien. Le dit prétexte est cependant très puéril. A partir du moment où le chemin de fer fut occupé par les autorités japonaises, il était toujours sous le contrôle de la police et de l’administration japonaises ; le dit contrôle s’étendait jusqu’au terrai^ appelé « zone de chemin de fer » situé aux deux côtes du dit chem^ de fer. Les soldats chinois n’ont pas eu la permission de traverser librement quelque portion de ce terrain spécial et il n’a pas été possible pour eux d’avoir quelque contact avec le chemin de fer. Ainsi comment auraient-ils pu prendre une opportunité pour détruire même une portion la plus petite du dit chemin de fer. Il est donc évident que le prétexte ci-dessus mentionné a été forgé par les militaristes japonais.A la suite de l’action précipitée des forces militaires japonaises, tous les soldats chinois avec lesquels les troupes japonaises venaient en contact, furent désarmés et, suivant les informations bien fondées que l’on a reçu jusqu’ici les hauts fonctionnaires du gouvernement provincial de Liaoning étaient emprisonnés ou subissaient des outrages ; l’arsenal et le dépôt des munitions étaient incendiés ou occupés ; un grand nombre des maisons du peuples brûlées. Le pertes déjà connues éprouvés par les chinois sont déjà très élevées, même en l’absence de quelque investigation détaillée.Il est dit dans les rapports venant de Tokio que les évènements se déroulant actuellement sont survenus d’une manière imprévue et qu’ils ne constituent qu’une affaire purement locale. Mais Ie_ fait montre qu’une pareille action précipitée ne pourrait résulter que d’un plan prémédité. La préparation fiévreuse des forces militaires pendant les

—- 11 —derniers mois et le fait que pendant quelques heures, toutes les positions stragétiques dans la partie méridionale des provinces du nord- est furent simultanément occupées, prouvent suffisamment que cette agression était préméditée et Qrganisée d’avance. Cependant, le peuple chinois, se tenant fermement au principe du maintien de la paix et respectant les obligations résultant des traités internationaux, ne veulent faire aucune résistance à cette agression dans le but d’éviter des troubles dans l’Extrême-Orient et de conserver indirectement la paix dans le monde entier. C’est pourquoi les chinois ont maintenu jusqu’ici une attitude de tolérance et se tiennent strictement pour le moment à la politique de non-résistance.A partir du moment où la grande guerre fut terminée, aucun effort ne fut épargné en Chine pour former un nation moderne et pour atteindre ce but, la Chine a fait un bon accueil au placement du capital européen et américain, conformement aux principes édictes par Sun Yat-sen, avec les stipulations équitables, afin d’exploiter les vastes richesses nationales de la Chine. La dite mesure est avantageuse pour le commerce du monde entier ; mais le militarisme japonais pense autrement. Il désire que toute la Chine soit sous le contrôle de l’influence japonaise et que le Japon seul puisse tirer avantage de ses ressources. Il met toutes sortes d’obstacles à la politique de la porte ouverte, et crois que le moment est venu pour la réalisation de sa politique de l’exploitation exclusive, parceque, dans la crise économique actuelle, les puissances occidentales sont préoccupés pour chercher la solution de leurs propres affaires et que la Chine donnant tous ses efforts à la reconstruction nationale, à la suppression d’un demi million de bandits communistes et au secours apporté au peuple victime de la vaste inondation actuelle, se trouve dans une situation difficile à résister aux empiétement étrangères. Ainsi le militarisme japonais met en pratique leur politique d’agression en espérant d’atteindre leur but conçu depuis longtemps. Au cours de la grande guerre en 1914, le Japon saisit l’opportunité pour présenter à la Chine ce qu’on appelle les vingt et une demandes afin de réduire la Chine presque à un état de vasselage. La présente affaire est la reproduction du même dessein doué cependant d’un caractère plus dangereux pour le monde.Le monde a probablement déjà prété attention à ce qu’on appelle
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— 12 —la politique japonaise concernant les chemins de fer dans les provinces du nord-est de la Chine. Une ligne appelée lingne Kirin-Hueining est considérée par le Japon comme ayant une très grande valeur stratégique. Cette ligne, une fois achevée, joindrait Kirin en Chine avec Hueining en Corée et de là par le chemin de fer déjà existant, à Seitsin sur le littoral d’est de Corée. Le voyage de Changchun à Osaka, avec l’accomplissement de la construction de cette ligne, ne durerait que 51 heures ; à l’heure actuelle, le même voyage, en passant par Dairen, demande une durée de 92 heures. Il peut donc épargner la moitié de la durée du voyage. En outre, il y a un autre avantage à faire entièrement ce voyage dans les eaux japonaises au nord de la baie Tsushima sans la moindre crainte de quelque intervention de la part des navires de guerre étrangèrs. Ainsi, en cas où des hostilités éclateraient entre le Japon et une autre puissance étrangère, la ligne Kirin-Hueining permettrait au Japon de transporter sans interruption les matériaux et les marchandises de quelque partie des provinces du nord-est au Jap<^ aussi bien que d’envoyer des troupes japonaises directement dans le cœur de ces provinces.La ligne Kirin-Hueining traverse en même temps les régions de grands forêts, possédant suffisamment de bois à fournir au Japon pour une durée de deux cents ans. Elles pourraient fournir au Japon du bois avec une valeur plus de 100.000.000 yen. Il y a aussi, le long de la ligne à Hsinch’iu, les mines de charbon, susceptibles de fournir au Japon, non seulement une quantité inépuisable de charbon, mais aussi une quantité inépuisable d’huile. Cette ligne, si sa construction était achevée, ferait une course parallèle avec la portion d’est du chemin de fer de l’est chinois et se terminerait à un port qui ne gèle pas durant les mois d'hiver de sorte que Vladivostok se transformerait en un port sans utilité et que le trafic dans la partie orientale du chemin de fer de l'est chinois serait sérieusement affecté.Le gouvernement chinois, en se rendant compte de l’importance capitale de cette ligne au point de vue politique et économique, a non seulement empêché les japonais de le construire, mais encore n’a pas donné la permission aux chinois eux-mêmes de se mettre à la com- struction. Les japonais désirent ardemment de construire ce chemin de fer jusqu’à dire en Japon que la construction de la dite ligne est une question de vie et de mort pour la nation japonaise. Une portion

— 13 —de ce chemin de fer à été déjà construite. La ligne entre Kirin et Tunhwa, d’une longueur de 123 milles, fut construite par?la Chine avec l’aide de l’emprunt japonais. Entre la Rivière Tumen, frontière entre la Chine et la Corée, et Tienpaoshan il y a un chemin de fer léger. La partie non construite entre Tunhwa et Tienpaoshan est d’une longueur de 65 milles. Nous pensons que les japonais se mettent immédiatement à la construction de la partie sus-visée du chemin de fer Kirin-Hueining durant le temps de la présente occupation militaire des provinces du nord-est. L’effet que cette ligne pourrait faire produire à l’avenir est vraiment plus que ce qu’on peut en imaginer. Il n’est pas besoin de parler des conséquences que la Chine en subirait. C’est sur ce que nous voulons attirer l’attention du monde.Il y a aussi un nombre de chemins de fer que le gouvernement japonais désire de construire. La ligne entre Changchun et Talai au nord- >st de Harbine permettrait aux japonais de pénétrer dans la partie septentrionale des provinces du nord-est de la Chine ; la ligne entre Taonon et Solun et celle entre Tungliao et Jéhol les permettraient de pénétrer dans l’intérieur de la Mongolie. Ils entreprendront à la construction de ces lignes, si le temps et les circonstances leur permettent. En outre, le Japon déclare ouvertement de vouloir obtenir les droits mentionnés ci-après et d’atteindre leur but par les voies militaires : droit d’avoir la propriété en Chine, droit de ne pas payer les taxes, droit'd’avoir un contrôle sur les mines de fer et de charbon et sur les forêts dans les provinces du nord-est de la Chine, droit d’avoir la police en Chine, droit de prolonger le droit d’administration du chemin de fer Changchun-Kirin jusqu’à 99 ans, droit d’avoir le monopole de certains produits spéciaux de Mandchourie, droit d’offrir un emprunt à la Chine au moment de la rétrocession du chemin de fer de l’est chinois, droit d’exercer un contrôle sur les havres à Antung et à Yinkow et le droit relatif au transport, droit de contrôler conjointement la banque centrale pour la Mandchourie, si elle s’établit, droit relatif au pâturage et à l’élevage des animaux, droit relatif à l’augmentation du nombre des conseillers japonais politiques, financiers et militaires etc. De plus, le Japon veut détruire le chemin de fer entre Tahushan et Tungliao et celui entre Shenyang et Kirin construits par la Chine et le port de Hulutao. Que pense-t-on de ces ambitions colossales du Japon impérialiste ?
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Les évènements de Moukden, la Société des 
Nations et la constitution du nouvel ordre 

des choses
En réponse à l’exposé des étudiants Chinoispar M. le Professeur PAUL OTLET.Les évènements de Moukden se passent dans la lointaine Asie. Et pourtant ces évènements doivent nous intéresser considérablement.Tous grands évènements suscitent naturellement en nous trois mouvements : l’un de notre esprit, l’autre de notre sentiment, le troisième de notre volonté. £I. Lesquels des Chinois où des Japonais obtiennent notre sympatW en l’occurence ? Ce sont les Chinois parce qu’ils sont agressés et non agresseurs. La Chine a été attaquée inopinément, au moment où les inondations étaient pour elle une calamité, au moment où les préoccupations de la crise détournaient l’Eurôpe et l’Amérique de tout autre souci.II. Mais il faut nous éîeyer du sentiment jusqu’à l’idée et soumettre à un raisonnement sérieux ce qui se passe. La Chine très correctement a fait appel à la Société des Nations. Cela doit spécialement nous intéresser, car si le Conseil de la Société des Nations pour des motifs quelconques montrent ni assez de vigilance, ni assez de puissance, nous aurions reconnu de quelle valeur il serait pour nous même le jour où nous aurions à recourir à lui contre quelque adversaire puissant. Le conflit ainsi constitue un précédent plein d’importance. Tous les droits sont solidaires, « hodié tibi, eras mihi », « Aujourd’hui c’est toi, demain c’est moi ». Insistons sur le danger mondial de voir la Chine entraînée à son tour dans la voie des grands armements et sur les dangers pour tous de voir un immense pays de 450 millions d’habitants transformé en un organisme militaire qui serait bientôt ami de l’esprit de domination èt de conquête. — Mais si nous sommes informés des faits mêmes de la violence exercée sur la Chine on nous fait connaître aussi les cau-

— 17 —ses de ces faits. Le Japon convoiterait la Mandchourie, il la voudrait pour lui, car il poursuivrait un plan dont les étapes seraient, Mandchourie, Chine, Asie, Mondé.A la vérité il y a causes plus profondes encore. Le Japon manque de territoire cultivable pour une population qui grandit. Doit-il restreindre sa population ? Doit-il la placer sous un niveau de vie très bas ? Doit-il s’industrialiser à l’extrême et pouvoir ainsi à sa substance faire ce qu’à fait la Belgique ? Le Japon s’est posée la question et comme nul ne lui a garanti l’écoulement d’une production surindustrialisée il se voit forcé à mettre en œuvre la méthode coloniale. Celle-ci a l’origine est basée sur la violence, sur la ruse, ou sur l’inconscience des colonisés. En dernière analyse l’attaque de Moukden s’expliquerait ainsi.III. C’est pourquoi après notre sentiment,; après notre raison, notre volonté doit entrer en jeu. Il importe d’abord que nous agissons pour Jopuyer de toutes nos forces la cause de la Chine devant la Société des dations et devant l’opinion ; pour obliger la Société des Nations à aller éventuellement jusqu’au bout des procédures et des moyens à mettre en œuvre qui sont les siens ? Il importe ensuite de proclamer qu’en même temps que respect est assuré au droit, des mesures soient prises pour faire naître un droit nouveau adéquat aux nouvelles conditions du mondç. Car, nous devons nous en persuader de plus en plus, le monde actuel vit sans un plan, sans un ordre qui réponde aux nécessités, aux besoins d’aujourd’hui. Le monde est devenu bien petit pour ceux qui l’occupent, au regard des moyens techniques d’y circuler et des moyens sociaux de l’utiliser. Tout problème immédiatement prend un aspect international et c’est en fonction du monde tout entier qu’il doit être résolu. Des agressions comme celle, de Moukden seront rendues impossibles le jour où les nations seront désarmées, où une force collective de police existera et pourra occuper elle-même les lieux devenus litigieux ; où les chemins de fer stratégiques seront devenus des lignes internationales ; où les grandes entreprises en pays étrangers auront elles-mêmes pris la forme internationale ; ou la colonie elle- même sera également un fait collectif ; où un régime sera en vigueur qui obviera à l’accaparement des territoires pour les uns au détriment des autres, faisant intervenir les organismes des Etats là où il ne devrait avoir en présence que les intérêts des individus protégés interna-
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— 18 —tionalement par la loi et l’organisation supranationale. Que cet état de choses, sorte d’évènements asiatiques ou d’évènements européens, qu’importe. Voilà pourquoi ceux d’Asie se présentent chronologiquement les premiers. Sachons leur apporter toute notre attention, tout notre intérêt, toutes nos constructives protestations. Discours de M. le Professeur MortierMESDAMES, MESSIEURS,

<

En entrant dans cette salle de réunion ce soir, je ne croyais nullement y prendre la parole. J’y étais venu pour répondre à l’aimable invitation de nos amis chinois et pour entendre leur exposé sur les récents évènements. Et si je devais prendre présentement à la lettre une parole que fit remarquer jadis le grand philosophe K’oung-tze, je serais bien décidé à nè rien dire en ce moment d’incertitude et d’anxiété. N’était-il pas écrit sur le socle de la statue de bronze du temple de Lou : « Beaucoup de paroles amènent la défaite ».W Et cependant, devant l’invitation répétée qui me fut faite, je ne puis me résoudre au silence.Et d’abord, je suis bien d’accord avec Madame Wang-Te-Jen, qui nous a entretenus des multiples qualités des chinois et de leur amour de la tranquillité. Durant mon séjour en Chine, j’ai pu m’en rendre compte en mainte circonstance.En ces dernières années, nous avions tous suivi avec grand intérêt, les efforts de ce peuple nombreux en vue de suivre les progrès de ce siècle. Comme il avait à cœui; de s’adapter aux perfectionnements nouveaux tout en maintenant, comme de juste, ses qualités natives et les enseignements de sagesse de ses anciens !Nous avons vu notamment les initiatives dans l’organisation judiciaire du pays à l’effet de garantie à tout concitoyen, la justice et un traitement humanitaire, de même que la sécurité et la confiance aux étrangers.L’outillage économique de cet immense territoire fut l’objet de soins assidus. Des routes, des chemins de fer furent construits. On continuait, là où les circonstances lé permettaient, l’entretien, si nécessaire des digues de ces gigantesques fleuves dont la surélévation du lit fluvial et les crues subites constituent un danger permanent.On a entamé une lutte contre le paupérisme et son interminable cortège de misères physiques et morales, qui sévissent depuis des siècles
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— 20 —dans ce vaste pays. — Tant d’êtres humains qui naissent à la rue, qui. vivent à la rue, qui meurent à la rue sans avoir connu ni toit, ni demeure !Signalons les tentatives d’organisation ouvrière et les œuvres sociales dans le but de laisser bénéficier le travailleur de la protection et du bien-être auxquels il peut prétendre.Enfin, que dire de ce mouvement en faveur de l’instruction dont la présence de si nombreux étudiants à l’étranger et, notamment ici, parmi nous, indique l’importance.Et voilà, qu’au milieu de ces louables efforts, en ce face de besoins souvent si prodigieusement disproportionnés, la population de là Chine doit envisager deux grandes calamités nouvelles : la guerre extérieure et l’effroyable inondation.La guerre extérieure ! Nous comprenons si bien nous, l’anxiété de nos amis chinois, éloignés de leur pays à la nouvelle des menaces de guerre : anxiété qu’augmentent le manque de détails précis, la parc^y monie des informations officielles, les nouvelles contradictoires, la confusion des noms de localités et de personnes : toutes choses inhérentes à semblables situations.Nous avons été heureux d’apprendre par la voix de Monsieur le Président de cette Association l’esprit de paix, le désir de justice et de vérité qui animent la colonie chinoise. Ces déclarations, nous les avons multipliées par milliers et par millions et nous nous sommes trouvés devant une Chine pacifique. Aussi nous avons le ferme espoir que ce danger de guerre, sera conjuré. Nous enrégistrons cette attitude de dignité de nos amis chinois. Elle nous rappelle la dignité ferme et confiante du grand Laotze dans l’expectative des évènements.Au cours de son discours, Monsieur le Président nous a dit qu’il ne désirait point nous parler, en cette circonstance, du grand malheur de l’inondation : voulant laisser cette souffrance des populations sinistrées dans toute sa pureté.Il n’en doit pas être du même pour nous belges. Si nous avons l’espoir encore de voir conjurer une calamité de guerre de la terre chinoise, nous nous trouvons d’autre part devant un cataclysme qui est devenu déjà réalité : réalité effroyable : nous en sommes émus profondément.Au cours de l’histoire, la Chine fut en proie à une longue série de

— 21 —dévastations du fleuve Jaune, du fleuve Bleu, du fleuve Blanc et de tant d’autres. Que de villes ensevelies, que de masses humaines englouties, / que de champs fertiles dévastés ! Ne citait-on pas le cas d’un million d’hommes noyés entre les années 1880-1889 dans la région du fleuve Jaune.Mais aujourd’hui, nous voilà témoins de la plus grande dévastation que l’humanité connut jamais. Depuis plus d’un mois la Chine est aux prises avec le plus effrayant ennemi intérieur : une désolation qui doit absorber toute son attention, tous ses efforts, toutes les disponibilités de ses ressources. On annonce que plus de 3 millions d’hommes auraient péri, que des millions d’habitants sont sans abri.^Les belges, fréquemment instruits à l’école de l’épreuve et des malheurs, ne cessent cependant de porter leur attention sur les malheurs des peuples, même les plus éloignés : peuples éprouvés par les épidémies, les tremblements de terre, les inondations.W. Vous avez appris qu’un comité vient d’être constitué à l’effet de recueillir des secours aux sinistrés de Chine. J’ai la conviction que nos compatriotes ne s’en tiendront pas aux paroles, mais qu’ils marqueront leur sympathie avec efficacité.D’autre part, Mesdames, Messieurs, j’exprime le vœu le plus ardent pourque la voix et l’appel de l’humanité et de la paix dominent, en ces jours, toute autre voix, pour le bien du monde.
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Le Conflit Sino-Japonais dans son cadre 
historique
par FAN-JEN

MESDAMES, MESSIEURS,Voilà bientôt deux mois que vous entendez parler du conflit Sino- Japonais. Eclaté à l’autre bout du monde, ce conflit vous semble toujours enveloppé d’un brouillard. Vous y devinez quelque chose, mais vous ne parvenez pas à voir la chose telle qu’elle est. Cela parce que 1° vous êtes trop loin de l’extrême-Orient ; 2° parce que le Japon, ayant de longue main préparé son agression actuelle, a fabriqué beaucoup^ de fausses nouvelles en sa faveur ; 3° parce que le Japon a monopolisé^ de fait les communications du territoire occupé avec le reste du monde, et enfin 4° parce que les nouvelles parvenues dans les journaux européens, émises de différentes agences, sont quelquefois partiales, souvent contradictoires et toujours superficielles et fragmentaires.Le conflit Sino-Japonais n’est pas un simple conflit local. Mesdames et Messieurs, il est de nature à troubler la paix du monde, à déchaîner une guerre mondiale. 11 est nécessaire qu’on le connaisse plus en détail• et plus à fond. Si, comme on me l’a dit, lorsque l’on me chargeait de faire cette conférence, si vous avez la bonne volonté de bien comprendre ce grave accident, de ma part, je ferai tout mon possible pour vous en instruire en vous en donnant une vue d’ensemble.Je vous dirai d’abord un mot sur le Japon et la Chine, un mot sur le territoire occupé que le Japonais appelle Mandchourie. Je vous exposerai ensuite le conflit avec ses causes immédiates, les actes de guerre du Japonais au Nord de la Chine, et les crimes qu’il y commet.Je placerai donc ainsi le conflit dans un cadre général, car quelque brusque qu’il soit, le conflit actuel est un aboutissement naturel des longs préparatifs du Japon : et celui-ci a beau dissimuler l’importance du fait, l’occupation de la Mandchourie est son premier pas vers la conquête mondiale. Ma conférence vous donnera sans doute, l’impres-

— 23 —sion d’une oratio pro domo, par cela même que je suis un Chinois et que la Chine est un des 2 principaux personnages dans la tragédie, et par cela encore qu’au cours de cette conférence, je profiterai de toutes les occasions pour réfuter certaines opinions erronnées répandues en Europe. Mais je tâcherai de garder le point de vue objectif. En ce qui concerne mes raisonnements, j’en appelle à votre esprit de justice et à votre jugement impartial, et pour les faits rapportés qui ne laisseront pas de vous étonner, je me fonde sur des documents authentiques. Vous êtes juges, Mesdames et Messieurs, vous aurez le dernier mot.Ce que vous savez sur le Japon et la Chine, c’est que le Japon est un petit pays insulaire situé à l’Est de la Chtae comme l’Angleterre est à l’Ouest de l’Europe, que ce petit pays insulaire est européanisé, c’est- à-dire, industrialisé depuis 50 ans, qu’il est parvenu au rang des grandes puissances du monde et tâche même d’en être la première ; que la ^Chine, au contraire, un vaste pays continental, est encore en retard au ^iÇjoint de vue matériel, que depuis un siècle ce malheureux pays se débat sous les chaînes forgées par certains pays occidentaux, que depuis la révolution de 1911 il est en proie aux guerres civiles et qu’aujour- d’hui même, malgré les grands efforts du peuple chinois et les progrès réalisés, il n’a pas encore atteint son idéal et n’est pas encore parvenu à la place que lui assignent sa longue et glorieuse histoire, son vaste territoire et sa nombreuse population. Tout cela est vrai, Mesdames et Messieurs, mais tout cela ne suffit pas pour comprendre et juger ni la Chine et le Japon, ni le conflit Sino-Japonais actuel. Si l’on se contentait de ces quelques données élémentaires, l’on aboutirait à des jugements erronnés.Ainsi, un de vos compatriotes m’a dit que, puisque la Chine a tant de territoire et que le Japon en a si peu, il est juste que le Japon prenne une partie du territoire Chinois.Or, justifier de cette manière une convoitise japonaise, ce serait soutenir un communisme international et demander un nouveau partage du monde. Et puis, n’oublions pas que la Chine a un quart de la population mondiale et n’a qu’un douzième de la superficie habitable du monde entier. Elle est tout aussi débordée de population que le Japon. A qui devrait-elle demander un supplément de terrain qui lui serait dû ?Un autre de vos compatriotes encore me dit que la Chine, étant plus lente que le Japon dans les progrès matériels, cela prouve que le peu-
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— 24 —pie chinois est de qualité moindre que celle du peuple japonais, et que, par conséquent, il est raisonnable de laisser celui-ci aider la Chine à se construire.Ce raisonnement qui paraît plus juste que le premier, n’est pas moins erronné si l’on l’examine de près. Car 1° les progrès matériels dépendent plus des circonstances que de la qualité d’un peuple et 2° le Japon depuis plus de trente ans, ne pense qu’à nous piller au lieu de nous aider.Mais ne perdons pas le temps avec de pareils sophismes. Traçons en deux mots l’histoire contemporaine du Japon et de la Chine, et vous comprendrez et jugerez mieux leur conflit.Le Japon et la Chine, Mesdames et Messieurs, deux pays de la même race, autrefois de la même langue, partis de la même situation, ont aboutis aujourd’hui à des résultats très différents et suivent deux tendances diamétralement opposées.Au cours du siçcle dernier, l’Angleterre et la France ont, à plusieuiw reprises, brisé la porte de la Chine, les coups de leur canon tirés contre la Chine ont réveillé dès le début le Japon, qui par sa situation insulaire et par sa petitesse, a presque échappé au regard des Européens. Mais effrayé du péril dont il se croyait menacé, n’étant pas en-' core accablé de coups comme la Chine et n’ayant pas comme la Chine une cour impériale traîtresse à renverser, il se jeta directement dans la voie d’industrialisation et de militarisation ; il a obtenu de rapides résultats grâce à son territoire peu étendue et à sa population peu nombreuse. En Chine, il n’en est pas de même. Les pays européens et américains, ayant connu la richesse de la Chine, se fondaient en coups sur elle. La Cour Mandchoue, corrompue et ignorante, qui régnait alors en Chine, ne cherchait qu’à se conserver au lieu de sauver le pays. Pour régénérer la Chine,' on a eu d’abord à renverser la Cour impériale ; et puis après la révolution de 1911, on a eu à réveiller une masse populaire immense opprimée, terrorisée et enfermée dans l’ignorance depuis trois cents ans ; on a eu ensuite à détruire les généraux, résidus de la féodalité, qui tous avant de disparaître, se faisaient la guerre en s’appuyant sur des puissances étrangères et en ruinant le pays ; on a eu, enfin, et on a toujours à se libérer des chaînes que les pays étrangers nous a forgées avec des traités inégaux et dont la Chine se trouvait déjà accablée à son réveil. Voilà autant de travaux qui ont détourné l’activité de la Chine de sa construction matérielle.

— 25 —Mais si la Chine est lente dans ses progrès matériels, le peuple chinois est prompt à son réveil. Il a embrassé un idéal qui lui est légué par ses pères et qui ne manquera pas de faire sa grandeur. Vous avez sans doute entendu parler du confusianisme, Mesdames et Messieurs. C’est une école philosophique qui attache une importance prépondérante à la morale et qui dirige toute l’activité humaine vers l’ordre et la paix. Quoique certaines idées du Confusianisme aient été dans la suite mal interprétées et aient produit de tristes effets sur la Chine, quoique depuis 20 ans on s’occupe à en détruire les abus, on n’a jamais cessé de conserver religieusement l’essence de la doctrine : le pacifisme. Peu importe que les généraux se fassent la guerre, le peuple avec le pacifisme, prendra tôt ou tard le dessus. Peu importe que des circonstances fâcheuses l’entravent jusqu’ici dans la poursuite de son idéal, il se dressera, il luttera avec une élite intellectuelle en tête, il travaillera pour lui et pour l’humanité et il ne désespère pas d’atteindre |£h jour son but. xTout autre est l’idéal du peuple japonais. Il est relativement jeune à • côté du peuple chinois, il a toujours sa première fougue de la jeunesse. Naturellement belliqueux, il est rendu ambitieux par des circonstances. Car, n’ayant pas eu un idéal préexistant, il tâche d’en trouver un à son réveil. Or, son réveil se fit parmi les expansions politiques et économiques fiévreuses de certaines puissances, européennes. Il suit ces exemples, il se forme un esprit de conquête, et le voilà dès lors rêvant sans cesse la conquête du monde entier.Si je signale cet esprit du peuple japonais, Mesdames et Messieurs, je ne prétends pas le juger. Je sais bien qu’en Europe, malgré les atrocités dont ils ont souffert, certains ont encore un faible pour les conquérants. Mais que cet esprit de conquête soit admiré ou blâmé, il est incontestable qu’il existe chez le Japonais. Tanaca, ex-premier ministre du Japon, n’a pas craint de parler ouvertement de la politique japonaise de fer et de sang et de la conquête du monde entier dans son rapport fait à l’empereur le 25 juillet 1927.Les Japonais en Mandchourie, à en croire les journaux, n’ont pas craint de manifester dans des drapeaux leur idéal cristallisé en ces termes : « Seuls nous Japonais marcherons sur les 5 grands continents ». Maintes preuves témoignent cette ambition.Et rien qu’en examinant la politique intérieure du Japon, on se rend compte que depuis 50 ans l’activité japonaise est dépensée plus à des
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— 26 — — 27 —constructions militaires qu’à des entreprises productives, ce qui est contraire à la politique belge et que vous, belges, vous êtes à même de juger mieux que n’importe qui.Etant donné les différences de circonstances et de caractères qu’il existe entre les deux peuples chinois et japonais, vous concevez bien maintenant que les conflits continuels entre la Chine et le Japon sont fort naturels. « Pour conquérir le monde, il faut d'abord conquérir la 
Chine » a déclaré l’ex-premier ministre Tanaca, et de fait c’est par la Chine que la conquête du Japonais a commencé depuis à peu près 40 ans. En 1894 il fit sa première guerre contre la Chine, en 1905 il fit sa seconde guerre contre la Russie : guerre contre la Russie, c’est autant dire guerre contre la Chine, parce que le champs de bataille fut dans le nord du territoire chinois et que les profits de guerre que le Japon a arrachés à la Russie sont des privilèges sur la Chine. Par suite de ces deux victoires, le Japon fit céder par la Chine les îles de Formose etx des Pescadores, se fit donner à bail le Port Arthur et le Dairen, s’an^J/ nexa la Corée, et s’empara d’une partie du chemin de fer Mandchou- rien que la Chine avait permis à la Russie d’exploiter avec un caractère essentiellement commercial et que, aujourd’hui, le Japon appelle chemin de fer sud-Mandchourien. Dès lors sa politique de conquête est mise en train, elle ne s’arrête plus.La conquête poursuivie sans relâche par le Japon sur la Chine se fait de plusieurs manières. Grâces aux droits arrachés à la Chine conjointement avec les autres puissances et que je n’ai pas le temps d’énumérer, la conquête japonaise est toujours économique ; mais selon l’occasion qui se présente, elle est souvent diplomatique et militaire à la fois,, et quelque fois encore, purement militaire. Ainsi en 1915, lorsque le monde entier s’occupait à se battre et que Yuan Che-Kai intriguait en Chine pour se proclamer empereur, le Japon imposa à la Chine un traité dit « des 21 demandes » ; il exigea à la Chine des privilèges et lui posa des conditions qui équivalaient à une vassalité presque complète; et il appuya ses demandes par des menaces de guerre. Yuan Che Kai céda, mais malheureusement pour le Japon, lë peuple chinois, guidé par les intellectuels, se souleva et exécuta le boycottage des produits japonais. Les 21 demandes sont presque toutes annulées, mais certaines d’entre elles n’ont pas laissé de créer quelques questions pendantes entre le Japon et la Chine.

Remarquons en passant que cette affaire traversa toute la période de la guerre mondiale, que le Japon et la Chine étaient tous deux des alliés, que les conférences de Versailles et de Washington n’ont pas donné complète satisfaction à la justice, et qu’enfin la Chine n’a pas voulu signer le traité de Versailles ainsi que les Etats-Unis.Comme politique purement militaire, je citerai, avant l’agression japonaise actuelle en Mantchourie, celle de 1928 à Changtong. L’armée du parti Koumingtan avançait vers le Nord contre Tchangtsolin, alors dictateur militaire en Chine. Effrayé devant les progrès rapides de l’armée nationaliste et triste de voir l’unificaiton de la Chine sur le point de se réaliser, le Japon envoya une armée à Changtong pour barrer la route à l’armée révolutionnaire sous prétexte de protéger ses nationaux contre l’anarchie de la guerre civile. Il massacra nos civils, tortura et tua avec une atrocité inouïe Tsai Konche, fonctionnaire politique et ^plomatique de Tsinan. Cette expédition téméraire n’a abouti à aucun Sfet en sa faveur ; mais il en tente déjà une seconde et plus terrible maintenant en Mantchourie.Je ne vous dirai pas, Mesdames et Messieurs, toutes les intrigues du Japon qui ont pour but d’empêcher l’unification et la construction de la Chine. Les Européens, pourvu qu’ils aient fait attentions, les connaissent déjà. Je vais vous parler un peu de la « politique de scorpion », politique japonaise envisagée à un autre point de vue.Vous savez que le Japon possède au Nord de la Chine, la Corée, et au Sud, les îles de Formose. Ces deux possessions seraient comme les deux pinces du scorpion. D’une des 2 pinces, la Corée, il prendrait la Mandchourie et de l’autre, Formose, il saisirait Fou Kien ; et de sa queue, que représentent son armée et sa marine, il frapperait Changtong qui est en face et avancerait jusqu’au cœur de la Chine.Cette politique ingénieuse, Mesdames et Messieurs, le Japon fait tout son possible pour la réaliser. Si vous étudiez un peu l’histoire politique du Japon, vous le voyez sans cesse, ainsi qu’un scorpion, remuer ses deux pinces et agiter sa queue; et c’est toujours la Mandchourie, le Changtong et le Fou Kien qu’il convoite. Mais malheureusement pour lui, le mouvement révolutionnaire et nationaliste prenant source au Sud de la Chine, passe comme un courant électrique jusqu’au Nord. Depuis que le parti nationaliste a pris le pouvoir, le Fou Kien et le Changtong deviennent de plus en plus difficiles à toucher. Dès lors, il
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— 28 —ne lui reste plus que la Mandchourie, morceau à la portée de sa pince droite et sur lequel se porte sa prétention immédiate. « POUR CONQUERIR LE MONDE, IL FAUT D’ABORD CONQUERIR LA CHINE, a déclaré Tanaca, ET POUR CONQUERIR LA CHINE, IL FAUT D’ABORD CONQUERIR LA MANDCHOURIE ». Le Japon commence donc par conquérir la Mandchourie.Le nom Mandchourie prête à des équivoques, Mesdames et Messieurs : c’est un nom historique tout comme V Armorique en France, mais depuis longtemps ce nom est tombé en désuétude. Ce nom désigne une région qui depuis des siècles fait partie du territoire chinois et qui comprend 3 provinces : Liaoling, Kilin et Heilongkiang.C’est dans cette région qu’habitaient autrefois les Mandchous. Mais depuis la dernière dynastie, les Mandchous sont pour la plupart tout à fait sinisés. Actuellement, il y a dans les 3 provinces à peu près 30 millions d’habitants dont tous chinois, avec quelques centaines de mik, liers de Mandchous. Les Japonais et les Coréens y sont au nombre c^- deux cents mille. Ces trois provinces ont un sous-sol très riche et l’agriculture y est florissante. Comme elles sont voisines de la Corée et de la Sibérie, le Japon et la Russie depuis 40 ans, n’ont cessé de les regarder avec, convoitise. Depuis la guerre russo-japonaise de 1905, l’influence du Japon y a considérablement augmenté. Il y possède en bail le chemin de fer dit Sud-Mantchourien, avec le droit de police ou plutôt de garnison le long du chemin de fer ; il y a établi de nombreuses maisons industrielles et commerciales ; il y possède en outre les 2 ports : Port Arthur et Dairen dont le bail est expiré depuis 8 ans. Si le Japon se contentait de ses entreprises économiques, la Chine l’aurait toléré. Mais sa prétention politique est manifeste. Il a en Mantchourie comme autorité militaire, le commandant de l’armée japonaise ; comme autorité économique, la Compagnie du Chemin de fer SucL-Mand- chourien ; comme autorité diplomatique le Consul Japonais de Chen- Yang (Moukden) ; et comme autorité administrative le Bureau Kwan- tong à Dai-ren. Sous prétexte de protéger ses intérêts, il essaie sans cesse d’arracher de nouveaux privilèges. Il fait tout son possible pour empêcher l’unification réelle de la Mandchourie au Gouvernement Central de la Chine et les constructions économiques par les chinois en Mandchourie ; car c’est seulement dans ces conditions qu’il peut espérer se rendre maître du Nord-Est de la Chine.Le soutien réel qu’il a prêté à Tchang Tso-Lin (ancien gouverneur

— 29 —chinois ambitieux de la Mandchourie) contre le gouvernement central est une chose prouvée et connue de tout le monde. Le Japon l’a même secouru une fois quasi publiquement avec son armée, lorsque l’armée révolutionnaire de Kouo-Song-lin s’approcha en 1926 de Moukden. Comme en 1928 Tchang-Tso-Lin, reculant devant l’armée nationaliste, se rendit de Pékin à Moukden, et que le Japon craignait qu’une fois rentré, Tchang-Tso-Lin ne redevint maître de la Mandchourie, il le fit assassiner d’une bombe en chemin de fer. Ceci est encore une chose connue et avouée. Mais malheureusement pour le Japon, Tchang-Asué- liang, fils de Tchang-Tso-Lin, malgré les intrigues japonaises, est parvenu à succéder à son père en Mandchourie ; et plus malheureusement encore, le jeune général penchait de plus en plus vers le nationalisme et finit par se rallier au gouvernement central de Nankin. Dès lors, le Japon ne plut plus dormir : son autorité en Mandchourie est sup- «lantée par celle du gouvernement chinois. Mais il y a plus : depuis les |k dernières années, les Chinois en Mandchourie se sont consacrés eux-mêmes à des constructions économiques ; le chemin de fer Sud- Mandchourien devant la concurrence des chemins de fer chinois, perd peu à son importance, de même que Dai-ren devant la construction récente du port Aouloutao. Ainsi d’une part l’influence politique du Japon s’affaiblit et d’autre part son importance économique diminue sans cesse. Il a beau crée, bouder, mais il n’a pu se plaindre. Et dire que 
« pour conquérir la Chine, il faut d’abord conquérir la Mandchourie » ! Ne faut-il pas maintenant tenter un coup d’effort pour s’assurer définitivement cette région tant désirée,? Voilà, Mesdames et Messieurs, les véritables causes du conflit Sino-Japonais actuel.Quant aux causes immédiates, ce ne sont que des prétextes, des mèches qui servent à faire éclater la poudre longuement préparée. Le Japon donne comme causes du conflit d’abord l’assassinat du capitaine Nakamura et ensuite l’attaque du chemin de fer Sud-Mandchourien par des soldats chinois. Mais avant d’aborder ces deux questions, remontons plus haut et racontons en deux mots l’incident de Wan-Pao-Chan survenu au cours des mois de mars à août. L’origine de l’affaire fut la dispute entre un groupe de cultivateurs chinois et un groupe de cultivateurs coréens dans la sous-préfecture Wan-Pao-Chan, province Kilin. Ces derniers ayant sous-loué d’un chinois un terrain inculte, creusèrent des canaux d’irrigation et élevèrent des digues pour détour-
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— 30 —ner le cours d’eau. Ce qui causerait un grave préjudice aux cultivateurs chinois. Ceux-ci se plaignirent aux autorités chinoises et interdiction fut faite aux coréens de poursuivre les travaux. Mais le consul japonais de Tchang-Tchong, accompagné de policiers japonais, les engagea à continuer. Après un mois de négociation, le consul japonais ne se rendit pas à la raison et le 2 juillet, les forces japonaises campées dans les lieux en question, ouvrirent le feu de leurs mitrailleuses sur les cultivateurs chinois, qui se mettaient en devoir de combler les canaux d’irrigation. L’affaire passa bientôt de la Chine en Corée, elle fut colportée, amplifiée, commentée par la presse japonaise et coréenne. Les coréens, surexcités, soulevèrent dans différentes villes de la Corée, s’armèrent quoi de bâtons, quoi de couteaux, et massacrèrent les chinois qu’ils rencontrèrent. Le consul chinois même fut menacé. Au total, des centaines de chinois furent tués ou blessés, des dizaines de milliers rapatriés et les dégâts montèrent à des millions de Yens, Remarquons que la Corée est une colonie Japonaise, magnifiqueme^f disciplinée pour prévenir toute révolte, au point qu’en temps normal, aucun rassemblement n’est toléré, que la moindre arme est interdite et que même les couteaux de cuisines doivent être fixés par des chaînes au lieu d’emploi. Et cette fois-ci, les émeutiers coréens s’assemblèrent par milliers et la police, d’ordinairç diligente en Corée, resta pour la première fois inerte ! Le Japon sentit qu’il avait fait une gaffe, d’autant plus que le peuple chinois, toujours paisible, aimant toujours la-justice, resta calme quoique excité et que le gouvernement chinois fît entrer l’affaire dans la voie diplomatique et légale. C’est alors que l’assassinat du capitaine Nakamura et l’attaque du chemin de fer Sud- Mantchourien se firent entendre.De ces 2 faits, Mesdames et Messieurs, invoqués par les japonais, on ne sait jusqu’ici rien de positif. Les journaux japonais affirment la vérité sans pouvoir donner toutefois de preuves sérieuses. Les journaux chinois doutent même de l’existance du capitaine Nakamura, croyant que c’est le japonais qui invente cette histoire pour contre-ba- lancer les masacres de Wan-Pao-Chan et de Corée ; car avant son départ, pour son expédition dans la Mantchourie, le prétendu Nukamura n’avait pas averti l’autorité chinoise locale ni demandé un passe-port. Quant à l’attaque du chemin de fer dont le japonais accuse les soldats chinois, les presses chinoises prouvent l’invention des japonais qui

— 31 —voulaient donner une raison à son acte militaire. Mais n’entrons pas dans des discussions subtiles. Disons seulement ceci : même si les faits invoqués par les japonais existaient, constitueraient-ils un cassas belli? Pourraient-ils justifier une agression qui est de nature à troubler la paix mondiale? Pourquoi le Japon n’attend-t-il pas pour agir la fin de l’enquête sur l’assassinat ? Pourquoi ne demande-t-il pas une enquête sur l’attaque du chemin de fer ? Pourquoi refuse-t-il même l’enquête qu’on lui propose ? Voilà ce que le Japon n’a jamais expliqué.Les prétextes ne sont jamais que des prétextes, Mesdames et Messieurs. La vérité est que le japonais est toujours opportuniste. De même qu’il a profité du chaos de la guerre mondiale pour imposer à la Chine le traité des 21 demandes, de même qu’il a profité des luttes entre l’armée nationaliste et celle de Tchang-Tso-Lin pour tomber sur Changtong ; de même, cette fois il a profité des malheurs en Chine et de la crise dans le monde entier pour envahir la Mantchourie. La Chine |est couverte d’affamés et de morts par suite des inondations sans précédentes, le gouvernement Chinois occupé à combattre les communistes, le monde entier occupé à faire face à la crise et à consolider la paix, n’est-ce pas là le moment pour le Japon de réaliser son rêve ?Je ne m’étendrai pas longuement, Mesdames et Messieurs, sur les actes de guerre que fait l’armée japonaise depuis le 18 septembre. Vous les avez sans doute suivis dans les journaux européens. Je vous rappelerai seulement que sans ultimatum, sans aucune avertissement, l’armée japonaise attaqua Moukden pendant la nuit du 18-19 septembre, que, successivement, elle a incendié la garnison chinoise de Pe- tagin ,détruit le dépôt de canons, occupé les postes de T. S. F. et de P. T. T. et l’arsenal de Moukden, un des plus grands de la Chine, dont la perte monte à 200 millions de dollars, emprisonné le gouverneur civil et les fonctionnaires chinois, mitraillé les policiers et des civils chinois, détruit les universités avec les bibliothèques, tué les étudiants, pris les avions chinois au nombre de 200, pillé les dépôts de munitions, les banques chinoises et l’ancien Palais impérial où se trouvaient qualité de livres et d’objets précieux, enfin construit des tranchées et organisé l’administration japonaise. Je vous rappelerai encore que successivement, grâce à la non-résistance de l’armée chinoise, ordonnée dès le début par Tchang-Hsué-Liang, l’armée japonaise s’est emparée de la plupart des villes et des gares dans 3 provinces de Mandchourie
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— 32 — - 33 —et même de certaines villes de Jehol, qu’elle y a pillé, tüé, commis les mêmes crimes, qu’elles a bombardé certaines villes comme King- Tchou, Sing-Ming, Tong-Lioa, Fang-Chan, etc., qu’elle a excité, poussé les anciens militaristes chinois comme Tchang-Hai-Pong, les anciens politiciens coè Yuan King-Kai, les partisans attardés de l’empire coè le Prince Kong à proclamer l’indépendance et les soutient ouvertement dans leurs hautes trahisons.Je vous dirai enfin, Mesdames et Messieurs, d’après les. journaux chinois, pour compléter la presse européenne, que le japonais, habitué à la cruauté commise depuis plus de vingt ans à la Corée et connue maintenant de tout le monde, commet actuellement en Mandchourie des atrocités à faire frémir. Ainsi, un caporal chinois, pris à l’improviste, résiste aux japonais. Il est tué avec tous ses soldats déjà désarmés, et on va jusqu’à massacrer tous les 17 membres de la famille du caporal, hommes et femmes, vieillards et enfants. Ainsi, un paysan regarde une _• affiche qui défend de stationner, par le fait même de regarder, il es®, considéré comme ayànt commis un crime, il et enterré vif. Ainsi encore on rapporte que les soldats japonais mettent à genoux contre le mur’ des paysans chinois et des jeunes filles chinoises et les poignardent dans le dos, lentement, à tour de rôle, pour se faire plaisir. On rapporte encore comment le japonais tue les policiers et les soldats qui lèvent les mains pour demander quartier.Les scènes que je viens de citer, Mesdames et Messieurs, ne sont que des échantillons, ne sont-ce pas là des actes à faire révolter toute l’humanité ? Commettre de telles cruautés, faire des actes de guerre sans déclarer la guerre, violer la souveraineté d’un pays inoffensif, comme la Chine, violer ainsi le Pacte de la S. D. N. et le Pacte Briand-Kellog, dont tous les deux partis sont signataires, compromettre ainsi la paix universelle, détruire les grandes œuvres d’un pays qui se construit et qui se lève, barrer ainsi la route à un grand pays qui prend son essor et qui n’a d’autre volonté que de pouvoir contribuer au bonheur de l’humanité.Tout cela, Mesdames et Messieurs, de quel nom le qualifierez-vous ? Mettez-vous à la place du Japonais, seriez-vous capables de commettre de tels crimes ? Après de tels actes, est-il donc étonnant que le Japon s’oppose à l’enquête internationale et persiste à empêcher l’intervention de la S. D. N. ?

Le Japon soutient que c’est une affaire locale, est-ce là vraiment une affaire locale ? Est-ce une affaire locale, lorsqu’il fait tant d’opérations militaires dans tant de villes chinoises et surtout lorsqu’il envoie des avions militaires ou des croiseurs presque partout dans la Chine ?Le Japon demande la négociation directe. Evidemment, les pays qui ont leur souveraineté intacte doivent négocier directement. Mais demander la négociation les armes à la main, le couteau sur la gorge, est-ce là une demande sincère ? La Chine, membre de la S. D. N. et signataire du Pacte Kellog, ne doit-elle pas, avant de prendre les ar- mesj prouver d’abord sa volonté de ne pas troubler la paix ? et publier au monde entier les crimes des ambitieux ?Pour justifier son agression, le Japon dit qu’il protège ses intérêts. Quels sont donc ses intérêts qui se trouvent menacés ? Lorsque la Chine entreprend en 1924 la construction d’un chemin de fer de Mouk- ^den à Kilin en territoire chinois, le Japon crie qu’on compromet ses in- ®^rêts. Sont-ce donc ces intérêts qu’ils prétendent protéger ? Et puis, quels sont ses intérêts, que protège-t-il dans les villes chinoises où if n’y a pas d’établissements japonais, où il n’y a pas eu de trouble avant l’arrivée de l’armée japonaise et que pourtant il attaque avec fureur ?Le Japon, pour refuser le retrait de ses troupes, publie qu’il y a des bandits en Mandchourie. Or, entendons-nous bien sur ce que le Japon appelle des bandits en Chine. D’après un livre japonais intitulé « L’Administration de la Mandchourie et de la Mongolie », très répandu au Japon, les étudiants chinois mêmes sont qualifiés de bandits par les japonais, parce qu’ils sont « férus du soi-disant patriotisme » dit l’auteur. Dr Sen Yat-Sen, fondateur de la République Chinoise, n’est pas un bandit, mais il est le chef des étudiants, il est presque bandit, selon l’auteur japonais. Est-ce cette sorte de. bandit dont parle le Japonais en Mandchourie ? Maintenant, regardons la chose de plus près. Le directeur de la Compagnie du chemin de fer Sud-Mandchourien a raconté nettement dans un rapport fait au gouvernement Japonais, comment il stipendie les bandits en Mandchourie, comment il les achète pour'ses intrigues. Cecivest un document publié, c’est prouvé. Faut- il s’étonner maintenant de voir le japonais crier « au bandit ! » ? Et puis, dans les journaux chinois, on rapporte maintes fois que des bandits coréens pillent les villages chinois, et que si les gens des villages résistent, ils sont, eux, au lieu des Coréens, traités de bandits par les Japonais. Faut-il dire que toutes ces nouvelles sont des mensonges ?
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— 34 — — 35 —Et puis encore, dans certains journaux français du mois dernier, on dit que le Japonais traite de bandits les soldats chinois séparés de leurs chefs par l’armée japonaise et qui résistent à l’attaque. N’est-ce pas là une opinion juste ? Et enfin, je vous ai rapporté les scènes terribles des chinois civils enterrés vifs ou poignardés. Si ces victimes avant de mourir, se rassemblent, si, par instinct, elles résistent, alors, vous résistez contre le massacre, vous êtes bandits ! Voilà ceux que les Japonais appellent bandits chinois. Est-il besoin de vous faire remarquer que dans les journaux, on parle .de bandits plus souvent que jamais depuis l’agression Japonaise en Mandchourie. Quels que soient ces prétendus bandits, n’est-ce pas le Japon, son agression qui les a fait naître ?Le Japon, pour prolonger son occupation de la Mandchourie, a demandé à la Chine de faire d’abord le mouvement populaire qu’il appelle « anti-japonais ». Or, ce mouvement spontané, paisible et pour^< tant énergique est des plus beaux, des plus nobles du monde. Il con"/ siste à l’organisation de la garde nationale, et au boycottage des produits japonais. L’organisation de la garde nationale est un acte légitime lorsque le pays est en danger, et le boycottage, c’est la rupture des relations économiques avec un pays criminel ; c’est l’arme la plus efficace, la plus paisible que la S. D. N. même à adoptée pour sanctionner sa décision. Le Japon qui a excité ce mouvement en Chine, a-t-il le droit de s’en plaindre ? L’agression japonaise, c’est la cause, le mouvement patriotique du peuple chinois, c’est l’effet. Demander de faire cesser le mouvement patriotique chinois avant de retirer les troupes japonaises, c’est demander de faire cesser l’effet pour faire disparaître la cause. Ne dirait-on pas que c’est absurde ?Enfin, ne discutons plus sur tous ces sophismes japonais, Mesdames et Messieurs, votre bon sens vous dit bien plus et bien mieux que moi. Je crois que j’ai dit tout ce que je puis dire sur le conflit Sino-Japonais. Je ne puis aller plus loin, car l’affaire est trop récente et elle est encore dans son plein devenir. Vous connaissez mieux que moi sans doute l’inquiétude et l’attitude des différents pays du monde qui voient dans ce conflit le symptôme d’une seconde guerre mondiale. Vous savez aussi la situation embarrassante de la S. D. N. qui, par l’arrogance du Japon, voit son autorité compromise.Quant à la Chine, elle a faim de justice, elle aime la paix, mais elle 

doit aussi défendre son existence. Malgré les nouvelles contradictoires des journaux français et belges, les différents partis politiques chinois tendent actuellement à s’unir pour sauver la patrie. Mais en Chine, il y a un peuple. Le peuple chinois ne s’est jamais divisé. Le mouvement patriotique a pénétré tout le pays, il est archi-intense cette fois, et ce qui est encore plus admirable, tous se passe en ordre depuis deux mois.Nous connaissons nos devoirs, Mesdames et Messieurs. Le peuple chinois est un, le territoire chinois doit être un. Les provinces du Nord- Est menacées, c’est la Chine entière menacée. L’ambition, le crime le plus noir plane sur nous, nous ne devons pas le laisser franchir la Chine pour dévaster le monde entier. Nous aimons la paix, nous aimons la justice. Mais aimer sans agir, ce n’est pas aimer, nous devons lutter pour elles. Dès aujourd’hui, d’une manière ou d’autre, quoi ^ni’il puisse nous arriver, nous exterminerons le crime. Tant qu’il reste Bi chinois, la Chine ne périra pas ! Tant que la Chine ne périt pas, la paix, la justice seront soutenues !Et vous, Mesdames et Messieurs, vous qui avez souffert de l’ambition d’autrui, vous dont les blessures faites à la dernière guerre ne sont pas encore cicatrisées, vous, belges, qui aimez et réclamez la paix et la justice plus sincèrement que tout autre, rappelez-vous toujours la maxime du Japon : « Pour conquérir le monde, il faut conqué
rir la Chine, et pour conquérir la Chine, il faut conquérir la Mand
chourie ». L’agression actuelle, c’est le premier pas du Japon vers sa conquête du monde. Si la guerre éclate en Orient, ce sera la guerre du monde, et une guerre mondiale ne saura pas vous épargner. Vérifiez ce que j’ai dit, jugez donc. La paix, la justice et même votre intérêt vous le commandent.
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La Portée Internationale de 1’invasion
• japonaise

par SIU KING-YUAN

Le Japon est le seul pays qui ait profité de la guerre de 1914-1918 au détriment des autres nations soit au point de vue économique, soit au point de vue de sa puissance grandissante dans le monde entier.Après l’évènement du 19 septembre, la presse de Tokio déclarait : « Désormais, nous savons que la question d’Orient sera résolue non plus par les européens et par les américains, mais par le Japon seulQuel est donc le motif de la politique japonaise ? Si la politique d® Japon n’était fondée que sur des nécessités nationales, pour assurer des débouchés à l’excédent de la population d’une part, obtenir d’autre part, des marchés pour ses surproductions économiques, nous pourrions ne pas le craindre. Cette politique tient-elle dans le double objectif indiqué ?Dans un sens, oui. Cependant, dans un autre sens, ce n’est pas tout. Le Japon porte ses regards beaucoup plus loin que cela. D’après un rapport daté du 25 juillet 1927 du Baron Tanaka, ancien premier ministre du Japon, intitulé : « La Politique d’expansion du Japon en Mandchourie », on peut voir fort nettement que le Japon convoite plus que les 3 provinces du Nord-Est de la Chine. Ses visées politiques ne se bornent nullement à satisfaire les nécessités d’existance de la nation japonaise. Ce n’est pas non plus la Chine seule qu’il désire soumettre à sa puissance impérialiste. Tanaka, dans son rapport à écrit : «...Pour dominer la Chine il est nécessaire d’abattre en premier lieu les forces des Etats-Unis d’Amérique...; pour conquérir la Chine, il faut commencer par conquérir la Mandchourie, et pour conquérir le monde, il faut commencer par conquérir la Chine. Dans le cas où toute la Chine sera conquise par nous, les autres petits Etats de l’Asie centrale, les Indes, etc., auront peur de nos forces et ils viendront eux- même se soumettre à nous. Le monde saura, alors, que l’Asie nous

. — 37 —qui, elle aussi, rêvait de suprématie en Extrême-Orient et avait commence la pénétration par ^construction de chemins de fer.En 1904, ces rivalités aboutissent à la guerre russo-japonaise. Le traité de Portsmouth, qui y met fin, consacre la suprématie du Japon. Celui-ci obtient la rétrocession du ch. de fer du sud-Mandchourien et le protectorat sur la Corée, qui, en 1910, est définitivement annexée au Japon. En 1910, le Japon et la Russie décident de poursuivre une politique commune d’exploitation des voies ferrées construites auparavant par les Russes avec l’autorisation de la Chine. Cette décision est prise malgré une proposition américaine tendant à l’internationalisation de ces voies ferrées.Dès lors l’invasion économique japonaise se précise en Mandchourie.C’est ainsi qu’actuellement le capital japonais investi dans le chemin de fer sud-mandchourien s’élève à plus de 10 milliards. Six autres ^milliards sont investis dans des affaires industrielles et commerciales. 130 sociétés japonaises ont un capital dépassant pour chacune 8 millions ! 17 maisons financières soutiennent l’effort japonais.‘ Pourtant il n’y a pas plus de 200.000 Japonais en Mandchourie ; mais, à l’heure actuelle, le Japon tend à peupler lui-même la Corée et à envoyer en Mandchourie les Coréens. D’après le journal 1-Che-Pao, les Japonais seraient actuellement en Corée au nombre de deux millions Ils rendaient la vie impossible chez eux aux Coréens et, quand ceux-ci ont quitté leur pays pour allçr en Mandchourie, ils deviennent, à leur tour, une cause de difficultés pour les Chinois, parce que le Japon se met à les protéger contre ces derniers.• Wan-Pao-Chang et les massacres des Chinois en - iournal dans son> incidents•J ' a avec elle
Erreur de pagination , X™';iterventions rière de remplacer p. 36 par 40 914 à 19i8)et p. 40 par 36. -nt, s'empare
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La Portée Internationale de 1’invasion 
• japonaise

par SIU KING-YUAN

Le Japon est le seul pays qui ait profité de la guerre de 1914-1918 au détriment des autres nations soit au point de vue économique, soit au point de vue de sa puissance grandissante dans le monde entier.Après l’évènement du 19 septembre, la presse de Tokio déclarait : « Désormais, nous savons que la question d’Orient sera résolue non plus par les européens et par les américains, mais par le Japon seul >kQuel est donc le motif de la politique japonaise ? Si la politique dfl Japon n’était fondée que sur des nécessités nationales, pour assurer des débouchés à l’excédent de la population d’une part, obtenir d’autre part, des marchés pour ses surproductions économiques, nous pourrions ne pas le craindre. Cette politique tient-elle dans le double objectif indiqué ?Dans un sens, oui. Cependant, dans un autre sens, ce n’est pas tout. Le Japon porte ses regards beaucoup plus loin que cela. D’après un «•'innnrt daté du 25 juillet 1927 du Baron Tanaka, ancien premier mi-* - Continue d’expansion du Japon en z ypite plusffipques ne |Be la na- fésire sou- " -{ , ft à écrit :fermer lieu 
p Chine, il jonquérir le leas où tours de l’Asie Jndront eux- | l’Asie nous

— 37 —qui, elle aussi, rêvait de suprématie en Extrême-Orient et avait commencé la pénétration par la*construction  de chemins de fer.En 1904, ces rivalités aboutissent à la guerre russo-japonaise. Le traité de Portsmouth, qui y met fin, consacre la suprématie du Japon. Celui-ci obtient la rétrocession du ch. de fer du sud-Mandchoufien et le protectorat sur la Corée, qui, en 1910, est définitivement annexée au Japon. En 1910, le Japon et la Russie décident de poursuivre une politique commune d’exploitation des voies ferrées construites auparavant par les Russes avec l’autorisation de la Chine. Cette décision est prise malgré une proposition américaine tendant à l’internationalisation de ces voies ferrées.Dès lors l’invasion économique japonaise se précise en Mandchourie.C’est ainsi qu’actuellement le capital japonais investi dans le chemin fer sud-mandchourien s’élève à plus de 10 milliards. Six autres ™illiards sont investis dans des affaires industrielles et commerciales.130 sociétés japonaises ont un capital dépassant pour chacune 8 millions ! 17 maisons financières soutiennent l’effort japonais.‘ Pourtant il n’y a pas plus de 200.000 Japonais en Mandchourie ; mais, à l’heure actuelle, le Japon tend à peupler lui-même la Corée et à envoyer en Mandchourie les Coréens. D’après le journal 1-Che-Pao, les Japonais seraient actuellement en Corée au nombre de deux millions. Ils rendaient la vie impossible chez eux aux Coréens et, quand ceux-ci ont quitté leur pays pour aller en Mandchourie, ils deviennent, à leur tour, une cause de difficultés pour les Chinois, parce que le Japon se met à les protéger contre ces derniers.Les incidents de Wan-Pao-Chang et les massacres des Chinois en Corée, dont nous avons entretenu les lecteurs de ce journal dans son numéro du 22 septembre, ne sont, entre mille autres, que des incidents provenant de cette politique. (Le Journal Libre Belgique).L’idée de l’invasion économique en Mandchourie entraîna avec elle tout un plan politique. Il fallait au Japon que l’influence du gouvernement central de Chine ne se fît pas trop sentir en Mandchourie, car il voulait y garder les coudées franches. Dès lors toutes ses interventions tendirent à ce but.Profitant de ce que le monde entier était en guerre de 1914 à 1918, le Japon détruit la puissance allemande en Extrême-Orient, s’empare
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— 38 —du magnifique port de Tsingtao construit par les Allemands, de la voie ferrée de Kiao-Tcheou à Tsin-Nanfou. Efëjà maître de Lao-Tong, il tient Pékin dans de véritables tenailles. Dans la crainte d’un plus grand mal, Yuan-che-Kai, premier président de la république chinoise, signe le 9 mai 1914, les 21 articles qui livraient pratiquement la Mandchourie et la Mongolie à l’action des Japonais. Les Etats-Unis et l’Angleterre virent la chose trop tard. On réunit une conférence à Washington en 1921 et, sous la pression diplomatique, le Japon du tendre Kiao-Tcheou à la Chine et renoncer aux privilèges des 21 articles. Cela n’empêcha pas, hélas ! le Japon de revenir de temps en temps, sous divers prétextes, occuper Kiao-tçhou et Tsi-nan-fou, et d’invoquer encore parfois le fameux traité des 21 articles.L’on arrive en avril 1928, à la marche triomphale des armées nationales chinoises vers Péking. On est à une minute de l’unification de la Chine et du ferme établissement du pouvoir central sur toutes les pro^ vinces, même excentriques.L’unification chinoise pouvait être un obstacle à l’influence japonaise dans le Nord. Les armées de Chang-Kai-Shek, le président actuel, arrivent dans la province de Chantoung. Sous prétexte de protéger éventuellement ses nationaux au passage des troupes, le Japon occupe sans avertissement, sans incident préalable, Tsingtao et Tsi-Nanfou. Voulant coûte que coûte créer un incident justificatif, les Japonais, au nombre d’une vingtaine, s’emparent, le 3 mai, du nouveau gouverneur chinois, Tsai-Kon-Se, le frappent à coups de lanières et finissent par le mutiler et faire disparaître son cadavre. Ce drame était de nature à créer un « casus belli » qui dans la prévoyance politique de la Chine, voulant à tout prix la paix, eût réalisé ce que le Japon désirait : détourner de Pékin les troupes nationales et retarder l’unification de la Chine.Les armées nationales, ayant laissé Tsang-rSo-lin, dictateur de la Mandchourie, y rentrer, le Japon risqua de trouver devant lui un pouvoir fort et d’autant plus fort que dorénavent il était uni à Nankin. Il fallait à tout prix l’empêcher.Le 2 juin 1928, à 4 heures 30 du matin, Tsang-So-lin est assassiné en chemin de fer par une bombe de construction japonaise. Et fin février 1929, ce fait, nullement nié au Japon, est porté publiquement à la tribune des deux chambres japonaises, ce qui valut au baron Tanaka,

— 39 —premier ministre, de vives attaques de ses adversaires politiques partisans d’une politique de paix.Nous ne reviendrons pas ici sur les incidents qui ont provoqué le conflit actuel. Mais quels qu’ils soient, à la lumière du passé, ils montrent à l’évidence que le Japon continue à poursuivre une même politique.Cette politique est claire : c’est l’annexion, plus ou moins ouverte, de la Mandchourie et c’est d’empêcher les aréopages internationaux d’intervenir sous le même prétexte toujours : il ne s’agirait que de conflits locaux. Grâce à cette politique que semble devoir encore une fois triompher à Genève, un simple prétexte d’incident local permet au Japon d’accentuer sans cesse son emprise et de ne pas renoncer à ce qu’il a officiellement promis de renoncer.Tous ces « conflits locaux » aboutissent à l’antagonisme résultant de circonstances politiques permanentes. C’est à celles-ci qu’il faut ^ttre fin par une solution d’ensemble.
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Près de quarante ans de politique de 
pénétration japonaise en ChineLE PRETEXTE DES INCIDENTS LOCAUX

par JEAN HOTrop habitués à ne considérer les conflits en Extrême-Orient que comme conflits locaux, toutes les puissances et l’opinion mondiale ont donné, depuis un siècle, un triste exemple de manque de sens politique. Chaque fois qu’un conflit a mis aux prises le Japon et la Chine, elles se sont aperçues trop tard des répercussions internationales de le^ abstention et ont dû intervenir, mais trop tard. C’est que le Japon a’ une politique permanente et une : distraire l’Europe et l’Amérique de ses ambitions, profiter des moments de difficultés intérieures des autres puissances et augmenter sans cesse son emprise sur la Chine du Nord.Il y a là pourtant un problème qui, s’il ne trouve pas bien vite une solution, pourrait mettre un jour ou l’autre le feu aux poudres.Qu’on nous permette d’en indiquer ici les grandes lignes.Le Japon est un petit pays, très pauvre en terre cultivable, n’ayant pour ainsi dire aucune richesse dans son sous-sol. II ne peut nourrir sa population. Celle-ci, qui était de 79 millions d’âmes en 1920, était montée au chiffre de 89 millions en 1930.Dès qu’il se sentit suffisamment fort au point de vue militaire, le Japon rêva tout naturellement d’une politique d’expansion. Les îles du Pacifique sont bien gardées par l’Amérique ; l’Angleterre a une politique de porte fermée en Australie. Des yeux (japonais) se portèrent sur l’immense voisin, la Chine, riche et pacifique. Sous prétexte de rendre l’indépendance à la Corée, le Japon, en 1894, déclara la guerre à la Chine. II obtint l’indépendance de la Corée par le traité de Shimono- seki en 1895. Dès lors il allait jouir d’une influence prépondérante de ce côté et rencontrer en face de lui la politique impériale de la Russie,

— 41 —appartient et personne n’osera nous exploiter désormais. C’est la politique dictée par notre Mikado Meiji (Mutouhito) et c’est le plan à suivre pour l’existence de notre pays....Lorsque nous posséderons la Mandchourie, en utilisant sa force, nous tiendrons en main toutes les richesses de la Chine. Cette source de richesses nous utiliserons pour dominer les Indes, les petits Etats de l’Asie Centrale et l’Europe...»D’après Tanaka, le Mikado Mutenhito avait déjà conçu le plan et dicté la politique d’expansion du Japon sous son règne.Nous avons appris également dans l’histoire des derniers années combien le caractère japonais est beligieux et combien ses ambitions sont exagérément grandes. Si le Japon, à l’heure actuelle, n’a point encore poussé ses conquêtes à travers le monde entier et si ce peuple a tardé avant de proclamer ouvertement qu’il veut être à lui seul le maître de l’univers, c’est qu’il lui manque encore la subsistance néces- j^ire pour vivre indépendamment des autres. Voyons quel danger ce- ^a nous réserve pour l’avenir du monde si on commet l’erreur de favoriser davantage l’accroissement des forces japonaises.Pou aveugler leur ambition agressive, les japonais criaient très haut,, que ce territoire, la Mandchourie, n’appartient pas historiquement à la Chine. Cela n’est pas du tout exact. Le gouvernement japonais, en déclarant la guerre à'la Russie en 1904 et en participant à la Conférence de Washington en 1922, a respectivement affirmé deux fois la souveraineté de la Chine sur la Mandchourie. Le représentant japonais a même manifesté un certain désintéressement sur la question de là Mandchourie. Pourquoi ? Parce qu’il connaît ce que signifient les engagements et les traités internationaux d’après la pratique allemande d’avant-guerre. Il est sûr qu’un jour il peut déchirer ces chiffons de papiers et qu’il proclamera « La Force prime le Droit ». Le Japon, comme nous le savons, est membre de la Société de Nations et signataire du Pacte Briand-Kellog. Nous n’avons pas besoin d’analyser ici les dispositions contenus dans les articles du Pacte de la Société de Nations et dans le Pacte Briand-Kellog qui condamnent catégoriquement le recours à la guerre pour le réglement des différents internationaux. Sans doute que le Japon les a complètement oubliées ! Que pensent les autres signataires des dites ententes ! Voilà presque deux mois écoulés et on n’a pas encore pris une seule mesure effective. On
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— 42 —demande si la Société de Nations possède encore son prestige. Est-ce déjà dès maintenant l’effondrement de son œuvre ?Quoi qu’il en soit on peut assurer que la question ne manque pas de gravité, et que, d’ici peu, s’il n’y a pas une résolution décisive, une guerre sanglante éclatera dans le monde entier. Car à l’heure actuelle, une guerre ne peut plus se localiser comme autrefois, elle aura tout au moins une répercussion mondiale économique. Donc, il n’y a pas seulement entre la Chine et le Japon un incident local, puisqu’il pourrait s’en suivre une guerre mondiale.
L’Impérialisme Japonais

par TOUTSIENBien qu’il y ait déjà une dizaine d’années que la guerre mondiale soit passée, les européens, particulièrement les Belges et les Français, n’en ont peut-être pas encore perdu le souvenir pénible et angoissante. Tout le monde se plaint vivement des atrocités de la grande guerre, c’est parce qu’on a subi, on a vu, on a entendu les animosités et les férocités que la guerre a amenées. Maintenant que pareilles choses se passent à distance, en Extrême-Orient, les européens et même les Belges et les Français n’y prêtent pas la même attention et ne jugent jDas de la même manière. Pourquoi ? Justement parce qu’on est Bioigné ; et qu’on n’a pas subi, ni vu, ni même entendu ce qui s’est passée là-bas.Cependant je suis convaincu que les européens si sensibles, si humains et si solidaires, seront certainement touchés en entendant les atrocités et les faits horribles que l’impérialisme japonais a accomplis en Extrême-Orient.Depuis 1910 le Japon a annexé la Corée, il l’a colonisée, les Coréens ont perdu toutes leur liberté : Ils ne peuvent ni se déplacer à leur gré, ni fréquenter les écoles à leur choix. Leurs biens, surtout les terres sont systématiquement confisqués et deviennent ainsi la propriété des Japonais. .Les ouvriers et les cultivateurs sont condamnés à un état si misérable que leurs confrères de l’Europe ne savent sûrement pas se l’imaginer. Mais cela s’explique facilement si l’on sait que le Japon ne veut rien d’autre chose que le territoire de Corée ; la population coréenne, il n’en a pas besoin. De là les massacres en masse et les émigrations considérables des Coréens en Chine et en Sibérie.Ce n’est pas tout. Pour protéger l’administration et prévenir les révoltes, il a défendu aux jCoréens de posséder des armes. Si on en trouve dans une famille, celle-ci toute entière, sans excepter les enfants, est fusillée sur-le-champ. Et même, les couteaux de cuisine sont soigneusement cadenassés à l’endroit où on les emploie.
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— 42 —demande si la Société de Nations possède encore son prestige. Est-ce déjà dès maintenant l’effondrement de son œuvre ?Quoi qu’il en soit on peut assurer que la question ne manque pas de gravité, et que, d’ici peu, s’il n’y a pas une résolution décisive, une guerre sanglante éclatera dans le monde entier. Car à l’heure actuelle, une guerre ne peut plus se localiser comme autrefois, elle aura tout au moins une répercussion mondiale économique. Donc, il n’y a pas seulement entre la Chine et le Japon un incident local, puisqu’il pourrait s’en suivre une guerre mondiale.
L’Impérialisme Japonais

par TOUTSIENBien qu’il y ait déjà une dizaine d’années que la guerre mondiale soit passée, les européens, particulièrement les Belges et les Français, n’en ont peut-être pas encore perdu le souvenir pénible et angoissante. Tout le monde se plaint vivement des atrocités de la grande guerre, c’est parce qu’on a subi, on a vu, on a entendu les animosités et les férocités que la guerre a amenées. Maintenant que pareilles choses se passent à distance, en Extrême-Orient, les européens et même les Belges et les Français n’y prêtent pas la même attention et ne jugent J?as de la même manière. Pourquoi ? Justement parce qu’on est Inoigné ; et qu’on n’a pas subi, ni vu, ni même entendu ce qui s’est passée là-bas.Cependant je suis convaincu que les européens si sensibles, si humains et si solidaires, seront certainement touchés en entendant les atrocités et les faits horribles que l’impérialisme japonais a accomplis en Extrême-Orient.Depuis 1910 le Japon a annexé la Corée, il l’a colonisée, les Coréens ont perdu toutes leur liberté : Ils ne peuvent ni se déplacer à leur gré, ni fréquenter les écoles à leur choix. Leurs biens, surtout les terres sont systématiquement confisqués et deviennent ainsi la propriété des Japonais. .Les ouvriers et les cultivateurs sont condamnés à un état si misérable que leurs confrères de l’Europe ne savent sûrement pas se l’imaginer. Mais cela s’explique facilement si l’on sait que le Japon ne veut rien d’autre chose que le territoire de Corée ; la population coréenne, il n’en a pas besoin. De là les massacres en masse et les émigrations considérables des Coréens en Chine et en Sibérie.Ce n’est pas tout. Pour protéger l’administration et prévenir les révoltes, il a défendu aux .Coréens de posséder des armes. Si on en trouve dans une famille, celle-ci toute entière, sans excepter les enfants, est fusillée sur-le-champ. Et même, les couteaux de cuisine sont soigneusement cadenassés à l’endroit où on les emploie.
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— 44 —Voilà un triste exemple parmi les milliers d’autres. En Formose et dans les autres colonies japonaises, pareille politique est pratiquée également. Les révoltes et les massacres y sont du pain quotidien !Les Occidentaux mettront probablement en doute la véracité de ces faits. Mais je vous assure, peuples civilisés, il vous suffirait de voyager une fois dans ces colonies pour constater les mêmes faits et dédaigner peut être plus que moi ces êtres féroces que vous croyez civilisés.Maintenant, passons aux affaires sino-japonaises. Je dis «affaires» et non pas « conflits » comme on dit, parce que jusqu’à présent, la Chine n’a jamais répondu par le moindre signe militaire aux occupations par des troupes japonaises de ses 2 provinces du Nord-Est, c.-à-d. Liao-Hing (Moukden) et Kirin, et la province de Hei-Long-Kian, qui forment ce qu’on appelle la Mandchourie.D’après les nouvelles de la presse, les troupes japonaises ont bombardés Moukden ainsi que son arsenal dans la nuit du 18 septembr^ sans avertir les civils et sans faire la moindre déclaration. En un jour la moitié de la province fut occupée par ces troupes barbares. Les établissements publics furent détruits, les femmes violées; les hommes fusillés sans excepter les enfants ; l’université de Moukden et les écoles pillées ; plus de 5000 étudiants et étudiantes chassés ; un immense atelier de construction d’avions ainsi que la résidence du Maréchal Tchang-Sueh-Liang incendiés, il y eut encore beaucoup d’autres dégâts, dont nous ne pouvons pas encore donner tout le détail à l’heure actuelle. On reste encore sans nouvelles du gouverneur de Moukden, ainsi que de son secrétaire en chef.Cela ne suffit pas encore aux Japonais. Sous'prétexte de protéger les résidents japonais en territoire chinois et leurs propriétés qui, d’ailleurs ne furent jamais en danger, ces troupes barbares se répandirent sur tout le territoire des 2 provinces précitées. Ils ont pillé, incendié et détruit tous les villages et toutes les villes sur leur passage. Les fonctionnaires civils, les enfants, les femmes dépourvus de toute défense ont été massacrés. Un instituteur a été brûlé vif et on a vu incendier un jardin d’enfants ! Toutes ces animcrsitcs, tous ces faits cruels et barbares nous sont connus par des lettres de famille, tandis que les sources officielles les ont cachées ou les ont laissées dans l’ombre. Or, les européens, si éloignés de 1à-bas, ne sauraient naturellement pas les

— 45 —voir, ni même en entendre des échos, et à plus forte raison, ne peuvent ils pas comprendre à fond. Mais tout s’explique si l’on sait le plan que le Japon a soigneusement préparé. (Le plan d’annexion de la Mandchourie'et de la Mongolie prescrite par le ministre du Japon, Tanaka).D’après ce fameux plan, le Japon annexera le plus vite possible les 3 provinces du Nord-Est de la Chine (c.-à-d. la Mandchourie) et une partie de la Mongolie. Pourquoi ? Parce que- d’abord, c’est un immense débouché pour ses produits manufacturés, ensuite c’est un pays exr cessivement riche qui produit abondamment les pois et autres céréales, dont les Japonais ne savent pas se dispenser. Les forêts, les mines d’or, de houille et de fer, dont le Japon est dépourvu, y abondent. Enfin et surtout, ce vaste territoire plus grande que la Grande Bretagne, constitue un grand débouché pour sa population.Dès lors, on comprend facilement pourquoi le Japon ose violer le Pacte de la S. D. N. et les traitésïnternationaux, et pourquoi le Japon jpse troubler la paix du monde. On comprend aussi pourquoi le Japon grille partout et massacre par milliers les chinois et les coréens.Encore une fois, son but unique est d’annexer les territoires riches qu’il regarde comme indispensables pour sa prospérité à lui et pour satisfaire son ambition impérialiste !Devant cette agression si barbare, si injuste et si cruelle, le peuple chinois, tout en faisant un appel au monde civilisé et solidaire, n’a rien d’autre à faire qu’à se sacrifier, corps et âme, pour la Patrie et pour l’humanité tout entière.
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Le barbarisme japonais et le sentiment 
patriotique des citoyens chinoispar CONULes chinois ont poussé assez de cris d’alarme sur les massacres de leurs compatriotes innocents, à la suite de l'invasion japonaise dans leur territoire depuis le 18 septembre. Et, partout on entend la voix et l’appel de la paix et de la justice. Partout ! même dans certains milieux japonais consciencieux ! Que doivent faire ceux qui connaissent mieux les faits et qui, à cause de cela, ne peuvent se taire ? Puisque le barbarisme renconlre encore son ennemi, c’est-à-dire puisqu’il existe encore l’ami de la paix,, de la justice et de l’humanité, nous nous fai-| sons un devoir de renseigner ceux qui sont trompés par le mensonge des japonais, sur certains faits fondamentaux qui nous permettent un jugement objectif.Mais le Japon n'a-t-il pas prétendu que la sécurité de la vie et des biens des japonais, nécessite son activité militaire dans les trois provinces chinoises du Nord-Est (Alandchourie) ? N’a-t-il pas signalé la cessation des agissements anti-japonais des chinois comme une principale condition du retrait de ses troupes ? N’a-t-il pas déclaré que la responsabilité de son activité militaire incombe au gouvernement chinois ? Bref, pour pouvoir répondre à ces questions-là, il faut et il suffit de connaître : 1° les causes réelles de l’occupation territoriale des troupes japonaises ; 2° leurs actes depuis le 18 septembre ; 3° l’attitude du gouvernement chinois ; 4° les caractères des agissements des citoyens chinois à l’égard des japonais.I. L’invasion des troupes japonaises a pour causes principales : 1° l’ambition de dominer le monde entier ; 2° la jalousie de l’exploitation des richesses chinoises par les chinois.L’invasion du Japon au Nord-Est de la Chine n’est pas son but définitif. Son ambition ne se limite même pas à la domination de la Chine entière. Et nous en serons persuadés, dès que nous aurons lu quelques

— 47 —lignes du fameux projet du soi-disant « politique positive », présenté à son empereur par un ex-premier ministre, appelé Tanaka : « ...La guerre russo-japonaise (en 1904) avait le même but et les mêmes èf- fets qu’une guerre entre le Japon et la Chine. Si nous voulons dominer la Chine, la question préalable, est d’abattre la Russie en 1904. Mais pour conquérir la Chine, il nous faut d’abord conquérir la Mandchourie et la Mongolie ; comme si nous voulons conquérir le monde entier, nous devons conquérir d’abord la Chine. Quand la Chine sera entièrement conquise par notre grand empire, d’autres peuples asiatiques comme ceux de l’Asie Mineure, de l’Asie Centrale, les Indes, etc., nous seront certainement soumis par respect et par crainte. Alors, les pays du monde entier seront convaincus que l’Asie est notre!Asie et n’oseront jamais nous attaquer. Voilà le plan traditionnel de sa majesté l’Empereur Mayki, ce dont la réalisation est la condition vitale de l’em- j|ire du Japon...» Un discours de l’administrateur de la société du chemin de fer Sud-Mandchourien peut aussi nous servir de preuve de l’ambition des japonais. Ce discours fut prononcé à la fête de la dixième année de l’établissement de la société qui est sous la direction du gouvernement japonais, et peut être considéré comme un argument officiel. « Nous avons eu assez de succès admirables, dit l’administrateur, par l’intermédiaire de la société. Mais, conclue-t-il, d’après l’importance de notre société, ce que nous avons fait dans un passé de dix ans, ne constitue qu’un pas d’un voyage de 100 lis (un li = O km. 624)». Or, le Japon est en train de continuer son long voyage en commençant par la conquête des provinces de Nord-Est de la Chine !Cette terrible politique extérieure n’est d’ailleurs pas celle d’un seul parti, mais c’est celle de tous les partis politiques du Japon. Le Japon a maintes fois tenté de réaliser la dite politique dangereuse. En effet, il s’est emparé de Tsin-Tao en 1915, de Port Arthur et Darien en 1920, de Chanton en 1925. Mais, n’ayant jamais réussi à détruire définitivement l’intégrité territoriale de la Chine, en vainquant la justice et l’opinion publique, il attendait les circonstances plus favorables, susceptibles d’une invasion plus forte et où aucune résistance n’est possible.Ces quelques années, les chinois exploitant eux-mêmes le Nord-Est, les japonais se déclarent menacés par cette rivalité avec eux. « Les chinois affluent à la Mandchourie de plus en plus, dit Tanaka dans son projet, avec un progrès formidable. Ils y sont si nombreux que nos



droits et privilèges sont forts menacés...». Une pareille jalousie rend beaucoup plus impatients les japonais qui attendent les bonnes circonstances.Or, cette année, les circonstances favorables leur sont arrivées : l’inondation a détruit une bonne partie de la fortune des chinois, tandis que le gouvernement chinois se préocupe de porter secours aux sinistrés. Tout le monde sait que ce désastre naturel en Chine est si grave que presque toutes les personnes et tous les gouvernements du monde y apportent leurs secours. Mais le Japon, au lieu de le faire comme les autres, essaye de la conquérir, d’aggraver la situation pitoyable des malheureux, de compléter les œuvres du désastre naturel !II. L’invasion commença en effet le 18 septembre. Comme les soldats chinois conformément au commandement de leurs supérieurs, ne résistaient pas à l’avance des troupes japonaises, celles-ci se sont emparé^ successivemnet des points stratégiques du Nord-Est comme Sun-Yam (Moukden), Kirin ,Anton, Yinkéou, etc.Notons quelques-uns des actes barbares des troupes japonaises dans les pays occupés. Les massacres civils sans résistance surtout des étudiants, se répandent partout. Tous les passants, à cause d’une réponse jugée inopportune, sont suspectés d’espionnage et tout de suite tués. Tous les domiciles des endroits occupés, sont violemment saisis sous prétexte d’assurer la sécurité publique. Et la saisie n’est pas sans rémunération ; tous les objets de valeur sont emportés à titre de confiscation ! Les troupes japonaises ont incendié et détruit l’arsenal, l’aérodrome. Elles s’emparent des établissements publics jusqu’à l’université et aux écoles. Pour produire le désordre, c’est-à-dire le prétexte d’une occupation permanente, les japonais ont désarmé les gendarmes, les policiers et certains soldats chinois de telle sorte que des pauvres diables se conduisent comme bandits en profitant de l’occasion comme le Japon ! Qui est donc responsable des violences des bandits d’occasion ?Alors, instinctivement, qui est-ce qui haïssent les victimes nombreuses du désastre s’aggravant sans cesse depuis le 18 septembre ? Les victimes ! Qu’elles sont nombreuses ! Les uns sont tués, les autres ont perdu leurs chers parents, leurs chers amis ou leur fortune entière. Quant aux tués, ils ont leur mort différente, c’est-à-dire qu’ils ont été
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— 49 —exécutés de différentes manières : les gens moins coupables (sous les yeux des japonais), sont fusillés à genou, d’autres sont tués à la baïonnette et les désobéissants enterrés vivants ! Une photo reproduit dans le présent numéro cette histoire inouïe, triste et qui entache l’humanité ।et la civilisation moderne. N’est-ce pas encore une excitation suffisante 1et directe ? Est-ce que tout cela est nécessaire à la protection des biens des japonais en Mandchourie ?III. Le gouvernement chinois, devant une si vive agression, est toujours fidèle au maintient des pactes de paix sans donner aucun ordre de représailles à ses troupes. Ce qui est bien clair ; personne ne croirait que si les troupes chinoises avaient reçu l’ordre de représailles, les japonais puissent occuper si facilement la Mandchourie. C’est en montrant sa confiance en autorité et en impartialité de la S. D. N., que la Chine lui demande toujours une solution pacifique et juste, tout en qua- £é de membre de la S. D. N., mais non pas pour lui demander la protection, comme l’a prétendu le gouvernement japonais. Si elle a refusé les négociations directes, c’était pour aboutir à une solution efficace, dénuée de violence, qui ne serait possible qu’après le retrait des troupes japonaises. En effet, elle s’est déclarée, à maintes reprises, prête à entamer les négociations directes dès le retrait des troupes japonaises.IV. Non seulement, le gouvernement chinois a tant de patience en iface de l’invasion japonaise, mais les citoyens chinois n’en ont pas moins ! Excités par le barbarisme japonais, ils n’ont adopté qu’une politique de non-collaboration avec les japonais. Ils n’ont pris que des mesures' pacifiques plus directes à l’égard de leurs compatriotes qu’à l’égard des japonais agresseurs. S’ils pratiquent la rupture des relations économiques, c’est une affaire intérieure, mais ils ne forceraient pas les japonais à recommencer les relations économiques. En s’abstenant d’acheter les marchandises japonaises, ils n’ont jamais forcé les japonais à ne pas les vendre. Réciproquement, en s’abstenant de vendre les marchandises aux japonais, personne ne les oblige d’acheter les marchandises chinoises. Si les étudiants chinois ne veulent pas faire leurs études aux universités prises des mains des chinois par les japonais, c’est que les chinois ne veulent pas s’en faire esclaves. Si les chinois ne veulent plus travailler avec les japonais, c’est parce que les
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— 50 —japonais violent leur droit, la justice et menacent la paix. C’est pour la co-existence et le progrès de l’humanité que les peuples doivent collaborer l’un avec l’autre. Mais si le travail des uns constitue et fortifie l’instrument des autres, employé à l’exploitation des collaborateurs et à la destruction du progrès de l’humanité, c’est comme si nous donnions au bourreau un sable tranchant avec lequel il nous tuerait plus tard. « Nous avons le droit, dit Mahatma Gandhi, d’enlever des mains d’un fou, l’arme dangereuse ».Et, c’est ainsi qu’est conçue la rupture des relations économiques des chinois avec les japonais.En un mot, on doit dire que la non-collaboration des chinois avec les japonais a ses caractères suivants : a) pacifique, b) passif, c) c’est l’expression du sentiment patriotique, d) c’est une mesure de légitime défense. Nous devons donc dire que c’est toujours permis tant en morale qu’en droitLa rupture des relations économiques étant consécutive à l’invasion du Japon, il a tort de déclarer nécessaire d’occuper le territoire chino^t pour faire cesser le sentiment soi-disant anti-japonais. N’est-ce pas une faute de prendre cause pour effet et d’agir hors du droit et contre la justice !

Le Projet de „ Politique Positive ” présenté 
à l’Empereur

par TANAKALe premier ministre Tanaka, avec tous ses collaborateurs, a l’honneur de présenter tout respectueusement à sa Majesté l’Empereur, une politique positive et fondamentale sur l’exploitation de la Mandchourie et de la Mongolie. I

I. La politique positive vis-à-vis de la Mandchourie 
et de la Mongolie.La Mandchourie et la Mongolie se composent des trois provinces : Fon-Tien (actuellement appelé Liao-Lih), Kirin et Heilemkian, de la Mongolie intérieure et de la Mongolie extérieure. Elles ont une superficie de 74.000 lis carrés et une population de 28.000.000 d’habitants. Elles sont trois fois plus grandes que notre territoire entier. Leur population entière n’égale que le tiers de la nôtre. La Mandchourie et la Mongolie sont appréciables non seulement à cause de leur étendue immense et de leur population peu nombreuse, mais aussi et surtout parce que les mines, les forêts qui s’y trouvent, constituent des richesses innombrables. Et, c’est pour éterniser la prospérité de notre Empire en exploitant ces richesses que, sous prétexte de « co-existence » et de « co-prospérité », nous avions établi la société du chemin de fer Sud-Mandchourien, par l’intermédiaire de laquelle nous avons versé beaucoup de capitaux dans l’exploitation des chemins de fer, des transports maritimes, des mines, des forêts, en agriculture, à l’élevage, dans la soustraction du fer, de l’acier. Le versement atteint la somme de 440.000.000 de yens. C’est vraiment l’organisation la plus importante de l’Empire. D’ailleurs, quoique cette société soit nominalement semi-publique, elle est, en réalité, toujours sous la direction de notre gouvernement. Si nous lui attribuons les pouvoirs, diplomatiques, policiers et politiques qui lui permettront de développer notre impéria-
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— 52 —lisme et de se transformer en une société spéciale, elle aura certainement le même succès que le gouvernement Nipon en Corée. Alors, tout le monde connaîtra l’importance de nos droits et privilèges en Mandchourie et en Mongolie. C’est pourquoi tous les cabinets, conformément à la volonté de sa Majesté l’Empereur Mayki, pratiquent la politique traditionnelle d’étendre l’organisation de la société pour réaliser notre politique de « nouveau continent », qui est nécessaire à la vie et à la prospérité de l’Empire. Cependant, après la grande guerre, les circonstances ont mal tourné, aussi bien au point de vue extérieur qu’au point de vue intérieur. Les autorités des trois provinces du Nord-Est, de plus en plus réveillées, commencent à développer progressivement leur industrie. Si la vitesse du développement est vraiment admirable, elle est aussi dangereuse. Ainsi, nos autorités en Mandchourie ne peuvent plus se mouvoir sans difficultés. Et, de nombreuses conséquences malheureuses nous empêchent de réaliser notre politique traditionnelle sur l’exploitation de la Mandchourie et de la Mongolie. D’autre parA le parti des 9 puissances a limité si bien nos droits et privilèges dans les pays, que nous ne pouvons plus y agir avec liberté et que la vie même de l’Empire en est ébranlé. Si nous ne nous efforçons pas â surmonter ces obstacles pour assurer les conditions vitales de notre Etat, il ne pourra jamais développer son essor. D’ailleurs, les richesses se concentrent dans la Mandchourie septentrionale. Si nous n’avons pas de communications qui y aboutissent, il est évident que nous n’avons pas de moyens d’approprier les richesses de la Mandchourie ni celles de la Mongolie. Notre droit aux richesses, acquis par la guerre russo- japonaise, est même limité par le pacte des 9 puissances, qui entrave notre pénétration rapide dans le pays. Mais au contraire, les Chinois y affluent d’une manière progressive. Chaque année, il y a environ 1.000.000 d’habitants chinois qui y vont. Ils y sont si nombreux que nos droits acquis sont menacés et que nous ne pouvons peupler ce pays de nos 800.000 citoyens, population d’excédents annuels, qui sont sans moyen de vivre au Japon. C’est très désastreux pour le soutien vital de notre population.Si nous laissons encore les Chinois émigrer vers la Mandchourie et la Mongolie, sans chercher une mesure limitative, ils y seront au moins à un nombre de 6.000.000 au bout de cinq ans. Alors, nous aurons plus de difficultés à surmonter. Depuis que notre développement en Chine

— 53 —est limité par le pacte des 9 puissances, l’opinion publique de tout notre pays le discute avec acharnement. Dès lors, sa Majesté l’Empereur Taïtsen convoqua en secret Saïobo, des personnages militaires et autres pour délibérer sur une solution de nature à écarter les difficultés résultant du dit pacte. Ainsi, j’ai reçu l’ordre d’aller demander conseil, en secret, aux importants politiciens de l’Europe et de l’Amérique. Ils me répondent tous que le promoteur du dit pacte est le gouvernement des Etat-Unis et que les autres pays signataires sont tous en faveur du développement de nos autorités en Mandchourie et en Mongolie pour ainsi faciliter la protection du commerce international et assurer leurs intérêts. Ce sont les renseignements recueillis en Angleterre, en France, en Italie et dans d’autres pays et qui méritent notre confiance en leur sincérité. Je regrette beaucoup qu’à l’occasion des difficultés intérieures des autres pays et sur le point de mettre en pratique ^projet relatif à la destruction du pacte de Washington, le cabinet du parti Seyakai fut soudainement privé du pouvoir, avant de pouvoir le réaliser avec succès. Quel malheur ! Lors de mon voyage en Europe et en Amérique, où j’ai délibéré en secret sur le développement de la Mandchourie et de la Mongolie, je passais par Shanghai où les chinois ont tenté de m’assassiner ; ils ont blessé une dame américaine. Je suis convaincu que j’ai pu sortir du danger, parce que j’étais béni par l’esprit de nos ancêtres impériaux. La providence me commande ainsi, tacitement, de me sacrifier pour établir une nouvelle relation en Extrême-Orient et pour aider l’empire à’ former un nouveau continent. Au point de vue politique, les trois provinces orientales sont mal constituées. Nous autres, Japonais, nous devons, pour notre propre protection et celle des autres, enlever les obstacles de l’Orient par le fer et le sang. Mais si nous voulons ainsi nous assurer de la possession des 3 provinces orientales, la Chine excitera certainement les Etats-Unis d’Amérique à nous attaquer. Et, nous serons obligés de prendre les armes contre les Américains. Par exemple, quant à l’attentat contre moi à Shanghai, la Chine en est purement et simplement acquittée ! Si nous ne voulons pas nous sacrifier, la prospérité de l’Empire n’aura jamais la possibilité de se développer. La guerre russo-japonaise (en 1904) avait le même but et les mêmes effets qu’une guerre entre le Japon et la Chine. Si nous voulons dominer la Chine, la question préalable, c’est d’abattre les puissances américaines ; c’est presque aussi
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— 54 —nécessaire que d’abattre la Russie en 1904. Mais pour conquérir la Chine, il nous faut d’abord conquérir la Mandchourie et la Mongolie ; comme si désireux de conquérir le monde entier, nous devons d’abord conquérir la Chine. Quand la Chine sera entièrement conquise par notre grand Empire, d’autres peuples asiatiques comme ceux de l’Asie Mineure, de l’Asie Centrale, des Indes, etc., nous seront certainement soumis par respect et par c/ainte. Alors les pays du monde entier seront convaincus que l’Asie est notre Asie et n’oseront'jamais nous attaquer. Voilà le plan traditionnel de sa Majesté l’Empereur Mayki ; sa réalisation est la condition vitale de l’Empire du Japon

Le conflit sino-japonais
par M. WICKHAM STEED

(à suivre)

M. Wickham Steed, l’éminente autorité en matière internationale, explique aux lecteurs du Sunday times, le 8 nov., quelques tenants et aboutissants du conflit sino-japonais et voici les principaux passages de son très intéressant article :<< La question a deux extrémités, l’une proche et l’autre éloignée. La première inéresse la S. D. N. et les nations qui la composent. Cette fois les Etats-Unis se sont joints à la ligue, en qualité de signataires du traité Briand-Kellogg, de renonciation à la guerre.De quelque façon qu’on regarde la situation le Japon est virtuelle- Wnt en guerre avec la Chine en Mandchourie. Les combats qui ont eu lieu sur le cours supérieur de la rivière Nonni, dans le nord de la Mandchourie, loin de tout lieu où des troupes japonaises, d’après les traités, ont le droit de se trouver, ne peuvent se distinguer de la guerre proprement dite, de même, que d’autres actes de guerre, que les forces japonaises ont commis en divers autres endroits de Mandchourie, au cours des dernières semaines. La Chine qui est membre de là S. D. N. et qui comme le Japon y. possède un siège, a attiré l’attention du Conseil sur les opérations des Japonais de Mandchourie, au cours des dernières conformément à l’article 11 du Pacte, qui déclare que toute guerre ou menace de guerre, intéresse la S. D. N. tout entière, et qui donne droit à chaque membre de la ligue, d’attirer l’attention du Conseil sur toute circonstance qui menace de troubler la paix internationale. La Chine était représentée par le Dr Alfred Sze, diplomate expérimenté et d’éducation occidentale. Le représentant du Japon était M. Yoshizawa, ambassadeur à Paris, un gentleman caractérisé par une certaine lenteur d’esprit, et qui ne peut presque pas parler français ou anglais et qui apparemment n’était pas capable de comprendre clairement ce qui lui était dit dans l’une ou l’autre de ces langues.Cette circonstance jointe aux difficultés inhérentes à la situation et la nécessité de câbler entre Genève et Nankin et Tokio et vice-versa
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— 56 —empêcha le conseil de la Ligue de réaliser des progrès sensibles en septembre. Il s’ajourna jusqu’au milieu d’octobre pour trouver que la situation n’avait fait qu’empirer. Entre-temps les Etats-Unis avaient autorisé un délégué américain à se joindre au conseil de la S. D. N. si on l’y invitait en qualité d’observateur et ce au nom du pacte Briand- Kellogg.Malgré l’opposition japonaise le représentant des Etats-Unis fut invité à prendre place au conseil. Le Japon soutint que cet acte n’étant pas décidé à l’unanimité n’avait aucune valeur. Le gouvernement de Tokio se montra également obstiné sur la question de cesser ses opérations extra légales, sinon illégales en Mandchourie, de sorte qu’à la fin d’octobre le conseil s’ajournera à nouveau, cette fois, jusqu’au 16 novembre. Après avoir voté une résolution invitant le Japon à commencer immédiatement le retrait de ses troupes de ces parties de la Mandchourie dans lesquelles elle n’avaient aucun droit de se trouver et d’achever cette évacuation avant le 16 novembre. ADepuis lors les combats sur la rivière Nonni ont eu lieu apparen? ment à l’occasion de la réparation d’un pont qui est très proche du chemin de fer de l’est chinois, administré en commun par la Chine et la Russie. Les circonstances exactes sont encore obscures, mais une chose est claire, c’est que les troupes japonaises n’avaient aucun droit d’être là, le droit des Japonais étant limités à la zone du chemin de fer du sud de la Mandchourie.Les Japonais soutiennent que des actes de brigandage de Chinois et le meurtre impuni d’un officier japonais les ont forcés à agir en état de légitime défense et qu’on ne peut pas, par conséquent, qualifier d’actes de guerre des mesures prises dans ce sens. Cette prétention des Japonais paraît fondée. On ne doit pas oublier que leurs intérêts en Mand- ' chourie sont importants.Mercredi après-midi, l’ambassadeur américain à Tokio informa le ministre des affaires étrangères du Japon que les Etats-Unis se solidarisaient avec la résolution votée par le conseil de la S. D. N. Nous constatons donc que le conseil de la Ligue, y compris la Chine et soutenu par les Etats-Unis, conteste au Japon le droit de régler les choses par la force. Si la S. D. N. faiblit dans son opposition à une grande puissance dans une affaire comme celle-ci, ses partisans craignent qu’elle ne se discrédite et que la conférence du désarmement de l’année pro

— 57 —chaine, si elle se réunit, ne se termine par un piètre échec. A moins que les choses ne s’améliorent cette semaine, la Chine pourra modifier sa position à Genève. Son appel à la S. D. N. pourra n’être plus basé sur l’article 11 du pacte, mais bien sur l’article 15, et si le Japon continue à rester réfractaire, les autres membres de la Ligue pourront se trouver obligés à décider s’il y a lieu d’avoir recours au boycottage financier et économique du délinquant, prévu à l’article 16 du pacte. Sur ce point, il est bon de ne pas oublier que le pacte de Genève n’est pas un vague document humanitaire. Il forme partie essentielle de tous les traités de paix et lie les signataires aussi indissolublement que n’importe quelle autre partie de ces traités.Telle est, selon l’auteur, la situation en ce qui concerne l’« extrémité proche » du problème. L’extrémité éloignée commence avec les empiètements de la Russie en territoire chinois à la fin du siècle dernier, la pierre entre le Japon et la Chine de 1893, l’occupation russe de la Mandchourie en 1900, la guerre russo-japonaise de 1904-1905 et l’établissement subséquent par le Japon de droits ferroviaires et commerciaux en Mandchourie. Quand éclata la grande guerre, en 1914, le Japon hésita un instant, ses autorités militaires opinant que l’Allemagne gagnerait, conseillaient de profiter de l’occasion pour développer la pissance japonaise en Extrême-Orient. On a publié un mémoire qu’aurait présenté à l’Empereur le baron Tanaka en juillet 1927, esquissant une « politique positive » en Mandchourie comme un pas en avant vers la conquête de la Chine d’abord, de l’Asie centrale et de l’Inde ensuite. L’authenticité de ce document ne paraît, avoir, jusqu’à présent, été contestée par personne.Et M. Steed conclut : « J’ai l’impression que les troubles actuels ne constituent pas uniquement une mise à l’épreuve des signataires du Pacte de Genève et de Pacte Kellog et que la situation contient le germe d’une des plus grosses questions qu’il serait possible de soulever. En la traitant, la S. D. N. et les Etats-Unis auront besoin de tout le tact, de toute la patience et de toute la fermeté possible. S’ils réussissent à la régler avant que la guerre soit déclarée, ils auront rendu au monde entier, y compris le Japon, le plus grand service ».
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Chronique des Actions japonaises18 SEPTEMBRE :Les soldats japonais, après avoir détruit une partie du chemin de fer du sud Mandcourien (20 li = 7 miles environ), se dirigèrent vers le camp du Nord en déclarant que les soldats ont détruit une partie du chemin de fer du sud-Mandchourien. A 10 heures du soir, le camp du Nord fut cerné par les troupes japonaises qui, commencèrent à tirer et à bombarder aussitôt. Le nombre de victimes chinoises n’est pas encore connu. A 12,30 heures les soldats chinois, obéissant à l’ordre du gouvernement local, furent désarmés sans résistance et ainsi le camp du Nord fut occupé.19 SEPTEMBRE :A 2 heures du matin le camp du Nord fut incendié et les troupes japonaises commencàèrent le bombardement des alentours.A 6.30 h. les armées entrèrent dans la ville du Liao-Ning (Mouk- den) sans rencontrer la moindre résistance et on annonça formellement l’occupation de Liao-Ning.Le quartier général du Honjo avec 200 officiers, s’installa à Liao- Ning et ordonna la marche des arrrîeês vers l’Ouest. L’arsenal du Nord-Est fut bombardé et occupé. Les policiers de la ville furent désarmés et beaucoup tués. Le gouverneur et les grands personnages furent arrêtés et détenus dans le quartier général japonais.Les aéroplanes militaires japonais arrivèrent de Corée à Liao-Ning.Les lignes télégraphiques et téléphoniques furent coupées par les japonais. Les communications dans la ville furent totalement interdites.Dans la ville de Liao-Ning, grand massacre de la population chinoise, surtout des étudiants et des étudiantes. Ceux de Fong-Yung et une partie de l’université du Nord-Est, furent d’abord insultés puis tués. Les autres furent dispersés de force.Le même jour, Ying-Keou, New-Chanug au Sud ; Kanpentze à l’Ouest ; Kan-chen-tze, Chang-Chun à l’Est et Liao-Yuan au Nord furent occupées systématiquement.Une 3me armée fut envoyée de Corée à Liao-Ning.

— 59 —20 SEPTEMBRE :En plus, les japonais, occupèrent Hulu-tao, un grand port commei- cial de l’Est, Wan-pao-shan et Nanning.La ligne téléphonique de Peiping à Kirin fut coupée.Chang-Chun, la ville commerçante et la plus florissante, fut incendiée par les japonais. Les gouverneurs et sous-gouverneurs furent tous massacrés.Le cabinet des ministres à Tokio annonça la mobilisation des vaisseaux à Sasebo, base des forces maritimes japonaises.Deux réunions urgentes du cabinet des ministres furent tenues à Tokio. Les décisions prises furent ainsi connues :1) instruction serait donnée aux diplomates japonais dans les di- ters pays d’annoncer que l’affaire du 18 septembre à Liao-Ning est ^self-defense » ! ; l’incident étant « purement local » ;2) le gouvernement japonais ne tolère ni « médiation » ni « intervention » d’une tierce puissance.21 SEPTEMBRE :A 7 heures du matin. Les aéroplanes militaires japonais bombardèrent Hsin-Mintun et Tahushan.A 6 heures du soir, les troupes japonaises entrèrent dans la ville de Kirin. Tous les établissements gouvernementaux furent occupés et les gouverneurs furent emprisonnés.Un Japonais fut nommé gouverneur de LUo-Ning. Le nombre de soldats japonais à Shan-kai-Kuen fut augmenté.Le chemin de fer de Chang-Chun à Kirin fut occupé, et les 8 distric- tes de « Yenki iron mines » connues comme Chien-Tao, furent également occupés.Deux croiseurs japonais furent envoyés à Chinouantao, de même qu’à Chefoo, Lungkow et Nanking.En même temps, plusieurs cannonières apparurent le long du fleuve Yangtze ainsi qu’à Tangkow. Le même jour, 80 soldats japonais furent envoyés de Tientsin à Peiping.Un champ d’aviation fut installé à Chang-Chun pour les aéroplanes militaires japonais.
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— 60 —Tous les chemins de fer pris par le japon furent placés sous la direction de l’administration du « south Mandchourien Railway ».
22 SEPTEMBRE :Chang-Chiatun et Taonan furent occupés. Les marins japonais furent débarqués à Chinouan-Tao.Les corps massacrés à Liao-Ning furent brûlés par les japonais.Bombardement de la ville de Chin-Chow où le gouvernement provincial et provisoire de Liao-Ning est rétabli récemment.
23 SEPTEMBRE :Des nouvelles troupes furent envoyées de Corée et Lungshan pour remplacer les troupes de Kirin qui partaient vers Harbin.Un grand nombre de soldats japonais fut envoyé vers Jehol et Hai- lung-Kiang.300 soldats japonais et 2 trains blindés arrivèrent à Tung-liao ; la ville de Tung-liao ainsi que le chemin de fer de Setao, furent occupés.Les aréoplanes militaires bombardèrent la ville de Chang-Chun.Les écoles de Liao-Ning furent cernées par les soldats japonais et de nombreux élèves tués.
24 SEPTEMBRE :Le développement de l’occupation fut arrêté par suite de l’intervention de la S. D. N.Les japonais creusèrent des tranchées à Liao-Ning.25 SEPTEMBRE :200 bandits (Coréens, Chinois, Japonais), dirigés par les japonais, pillèrent un train de voyageurs.Nouveau bombardement de Chin-chou.Les magasins alimentaires à Liao-Ning furent pillés par les soldats japonais.Toutes sortes de taxes furent établies par les japonais dans les régions occupées.Fong-Yuhg, un recteur d’une université privée, fut arrêté.Tous les établissements publics furent obligés de hisser le drapeau japonais.

— 61 —26 SEPTEMBRE :Un certain Yuan Chin-kai fut poussé par les japonais à proclamer l’indépendance des 3 provinces Nord-Est chinois. En même temps les autorités de Tokio annoncèrent l’interdit d’aider ce mouvement.La chambre de commerce à Liao-Ning fut dissoute par le Japon.Une collection précieuse de littérature chinoise, d’histoire, de philosophie et de commentaires sur les classiques de la bibliothèque de Liao-Ning fut emportée par les autorités japonaises. En même temps une collection de haute valeur historique de l’ancienne famille impériale disparut également.Des marins japonais débarquèrent à Haichou malgré la protestation des garnisons locales.Tshima, un croiseur japonais fut envoyé à Shanghai.
(à suivre)

*

Imprimerie S, Alphonse, Louvain.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Far Eastern Affairs

November 24,1931»

I telephoned Dr. Warnshuis 
and informed him that there was 
no objection on the part of the 
Department to sending such a 
message to the National Christian 
Council in China and in Japan.

MMH/REK
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