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INTRODUCTION

On the 96 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced
the records from the decimal file of the Department of State,
1930-44, that relate to political relations between China and
Japan. The records are mostly instructions to and despatches
from diplomatic and consular officials; the despatches are often
accompanied by enclosures. Also included in these records are
notes between the Department of State and foreign diplomatic
representatives in the United States, memorandums prepared by
officials of the Department, and correspondence with officials
of other Government departments and with private firms and
persons. The State Department divided the decimal file into
chronological segments to retire inactive records. This
division has been maintained in this microfilm publication. The
records for the period 1930-39 are filmed on rolls 1-88 and
those for 1940-44 on rolls 89-96.

The Lists of Documents or 'purport lists'" filmed on rolls
345 and 346 (1930-39), roll 532 (1940-June 1944), and roll 628
(July-Dec. 1944) of M973 give brief abstracts of the documents
reproduced in this microfilm publication and serve as a finding
aid to the documents themselves. The arrangement of the entries
on these lists generally corresponds to the arrangement of the
documents in the file.

From 1910 to 1963 the State Department used a decimal
system for its central files, assembling and arranging individual
documents according to subject and assigning decimal file numbers.
The decimal file consists of nine primary classes numbered 0
through 8, each covering a broad subject area. The records
reproduced in this microfilm publication are in Class 7,
political relations of states. Each country had been assigned
a two-digit number. The country numbers assigned to China and
to Japan, for example, are 93 and 94, respectively. Thus,
documents bearing the file number 793.94 concern political
relations between China and Japan.

When one or more digits follow the second country number,
they represent a specific subject. This number, in turn, may
be followed by a slant mark (/). 1In such cases the numbers
after the slant mark were assigned to individual documents as
they were accumulated on a specific subject. For example, a
decimal file number taken from a document reproduced in this
microfilm publication is 793.943/5. The number 3 following
the country number for Japan (94) signifies that the subject
is extraterritoriality, and the number after the slant mark
indicates the number of documents on this subject.
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The documents under one subject classification are generally
in chronological order, coinciding with the assigned document
number, which follows the slant mark. There are instances,
however, when a document file number was not assigned until a
date considerably later than the one on which the document was
received.

In July 1944 the number after the slant mark began to
reflect the date of the document instead of the number of
documents; for example, a document dated November 20, 1944,
would be numbered /11-2044. Documents dated as early as 1939
but not indexed until after July 1, 1944, also have been assigned
date numbers.

Cross-reference sheets referring to related records under
other subject classifications in the decimal file have been
reproduced as they occur, and appropriate cross-reference
notations appear in the Lists of Documents.

The file contains documents that were security classified
by the State Department, as well as those received from and
classified by foreign governments and other Federal agencies.
Documents that have not been declassified are not available as
part of this microfilm publication. The National Archives and
Records Service (NARS) does not have authority to make repro-
ductions of such documents available to searchers. Documents
that remain classified have been removed from the file and
replaced by a withdrawal notice that identifies the document
and indicates the reason for its removal.

The recards reproduced in this microfilm publication are
part of General Records of the Department of State, Record Group
59, and are a continuation of the records concerning political
relations between China and other states, 1910-29, which have
been microfilmed as NARS M341,

In the same record group are several diplomatic correspondence
series containing documents on relations between China and
the United States. They are copies of instructions from the
State Department to U.S. Ministers to China, 1843-1906 (rclls
38-43 of M77); notes to the Chinese Legation in the United States
from the Department, 1868-1906 (rolls 13 and 14 of M99);
despatches from U.S. Ministers to China to the Department, 1843-
1906 (M92); and notes from the Chinese Legation in the United
States to the Department, 1868-1906 (M98). Also related to
matters concerning China are communications to special agents
of the United States from the Department, 1852-86 (roll 154 of
M77).

Several series of volumes contain material on relations

between Japan and the United States. There are copies of
instructions from the State Department to U.S. Ministers to
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Japan, 1855-1906 (rolls 104-108 of M77); despatches from U.S.
Ministers to Japan to the Department, 1855-1906 (M133); notes to
the Japanese Legation in the United States from the Department,
1860-1906 (rolls 66 and 67 of M99); and notes from the Japanese
Legation in the United States to the Department, 1858-1906
(M163). Also related to matters concerning Japan are communica-
tions to special agents of the United States from the Department,
1823-86 (rolls 152 and 154 of M77); and despatches from special
agents to the Department, 1794-1837 (roll 10 of M37).

Despatches from U.S. consular officials in China and Japan
before 1906 are available as separate microfilm publications for
each post. Complementary to the despatches from consuls are
instructions to consuls.

The method of arranging the diplomatic and consular series
cited above was discontinued in 1906, when the State Department
adopted the practice of filing incoming and outgoing correspondence,
memorandums, and other documents by subject in a single numerical
series. Information on documents relating to China and Japan
for the 1906-10 period may be found through the use of card
indexes and Lists of Documents in the National Archives of the
United States. The Numerical File is available as microfilm
publication M862.

Several series in the State Department decimal file, 1910-29,
that relate to Chinese and Japanese affairs are available as
microfilm publications. 1In Class 7 there are two series regarding
Chinese affairs: one concerning political relations between
the United States and China (M339) and the other concerning
political relations between China and other states (including
Japan) (M341); and two series regarding Japanese affairs: one

concerning political relations between the United States and
Japan (M423) and the other concerning political relations
between Japan and other states (M424). C(Class 8, internal affairs
of states, has records concerning internal affairs of China
(M329) and internal affairs of Japan (M422). Additional
documents are in the remaining classes of the State Department
decimal file:

Class 0. General. Miscellaneous.

Class 1., Administration, Government of the United
States.

Class 2. Extradition.

Class 3. Protection of Interests.

Class 4, Claims.

Class 5. International Congresses and Conferences.
Multi-lateral Treaties. League of
Nations.

Class 6. Commerce. Customs Administration. Com-
mercial Relations, Treaties and Con-
ventions. Commercial and Trade Agree-
ments.

3

NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS




NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS

In Records of Boundary and Claims Commissions and Arbitrations,
Record Group 76, there are records relating to the Claims Com-
missions of 1858 and 1901 between the United States and China.

In Records of International Conferences, Commissions, and
Expositions, Record Group 43, are records of several conferences
in which the United States and Japan participated. There are
records of the Washington Conference on Limitation of Armament,
1921-22, which met to consider the limitation of armaments and
certain questions relating to Pacific and Far Eastern problems.
There are also records of the Commission To Represent the United
States at the Grand Exhibition of Japan, 1917. The exhibition
was planned for 1912 but had been postponed, and the records
relate mainly to the visit of U.S. Commissioners to Japan in
1908 and to their conferences with Japanese officials. Other
relevant records in Record Group 43 are those concerning the
Sino-Japanese Dispute, 1930-32 (documents gathered by Gen. Frank
McCoy, U.S. representative on the Lytton Commission), those of
the U.S. Element, Allied Council for Japan, 1946-52, and those
of the Far Eastern Commission, 1945-51.

In Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the Department
of State, Record Group 84, are records originally kept at U.S.
diplomatic and consular posts. Among these are records of the
U.S. Legation (later Embassy) in China, 1843-1945, and of the
U.S. Legation (later Embassy) in Japan, 1855-1936, as well as
those of various consular posts in those countries.

The records reproduced in this microfilm publication were
prepared for filming by Ralph E. Huss, who also wrote these
introductory remarks.
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Sub ject: Undeclared Sino-Japanese W,
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE, S o s /'
WASHINGTON, § :

-

Sir:

o4 ;ﬁhfvf 3%3/§pnor to supplement my political report
6=v'x4-r Yo~ /< 7
covering Februery, 1932, by enclosing herewith g copy,

1205/v6° w64

in quintuplicate, of my report No. 97 of March 15, 1932,

addressed to the Legetion at Peiping on the subject of

"Undeclared Sino-Japenese War."

Respectfully y 7r§,/
4 1% 1:% ﬁams[,CZC '

i

#/f American Consul General.
Enclosure:

American Consul General, Hankow, to American
Legation, Peiping, L. No, 97, March 15, 1932,
with 3 sub-snclosures.

In quintuplicate.
800
WA4 s TMC
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LO NOQ 970

AVMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL,

Henkow, China, March 15,

N

Subject: Undeclared Sino~Japanese War.

The Honorable Nelson Trusler Johnson,
American Minister,

Peiping.

I have the honor to supplement my political
4 ﬁ‘\ 2. 000 R bt fg
report covering February, 1932, by enclosing
herewith the Chinese texts and English translations
of the following correspondence:
(1) Letter, dated March 4, 1932, from the
Japanese Consul General, Henkow, to
General Hsia Tou-yin, Garrison Commander
for Wuhan, Hankow,
Letter, dated March 6, 1932, from General
Hsie Tou-yin, Wuhen Gerrison Commender,
Hankow, to the Japanese Consul General,
Hankow,
(3) Circular letter, dated Merch 10, 1932,
issued by the Wuhan Garrison Headguarters,
Hankow.,
The Chinese texts of the above correspondence
have just been obtained by & member of the staff
of this Consulate General,
Despite the strong wording of the letter from
the Japanese Consul General to General Hsia Tou-yin,
the letter is not considered by the Chinese authorities
here to constitute an ultimetum. The letter is neearly
14
two weeks old, and there are still no indications of a

disturbance
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disturbance at Wuhan involving the Japaenese and Chinese.
Accordingly, I am not telegraphing the information
contained in the above letters to the Department of
State. The short time required for the despatch of
mail from Hankow to Peiping will enable the Legation,
without undue delay, to telegraph the information
containéd in the correspondence to the Department if
the Legation deems that to be desirable,

Respectfully yours,

Walter A. Adanms,
Anmerican Consul General,

Enclosures:
3 as stated.

In duplicate to the legation at Peiping,
In quintuplicate to the Department (no Chinese texts

Copy to American Consulate General, Shanghai( ditto

),
Copy to Commander of Yangtze Patrol, Hankow ( ditto g,
?
Copy to Americen Consulate General, Nanking ( ditto ).
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Translation.

Mr. J. Sakane, Japanese Consul General, Hankow, to
General Hsia Tou-yin, Garrison Commander for Wuhan,
Hankow.

Dated March 4, 1932.

Sir:

Lver since the Manchurian affair Japanese merchants
residing at Hankow have experienced much difficulty in
the transaction of their business; this is due to
obstruction caused by anti-Japanese organizations, with
the result that during the past half year they could not
trade regularly. Recently the Shanghei affair was
settled, but the anti-Japanese organizations in this
municipality are still preventing business relations
with the Japanese merchants. Now a number of the
Japanese merchants resident at Hankow have reported to
this Consulate General stating that they being unable
to transact business as usual are suffering very much,
end I feel extreme amxiety for them. Should this con-
dition continue indefinitely, it would be difficult to
imagine if tine Japanese residents here should take direct
action for self-protection, or the Japanese Nevy at
Hankow for the protection of the business of the Japanese
merchants here should be obliged to start an unfortunate
incident to the anti-Japanese organizations mentioned
above. Moreover the Shanghai incident was caused by
the obstruction raised by the anti-Japanese organizations
there. ' If measures were not taken at this port to maintein
the trade between China and Japan as in the past, the
Shanghail incident may be taken as an example.

The recent status of the anti-Japanese movement in
Wuhan has become much worse than in the past. Ever since
the dissoluvion of the Anti-Japanese Society the various
anti-Japanese organizations under directions of the Party
Chapters are secretly and methodically continuing their
work to the detriment of the Japanese trade.

During the past days local papers published in
Chinese have fabricated libelous news items in the hope
of creating i1l feeling among the community in the anti-
Japanese movement. Therefore on public streets and thorough
fares not a few anti-Japanese pletures have recently been
posted; among these is one deplicting Japanese soldiers
insulting & Chinese women. The Japanese Navy at Hankow
is extremely indignant about it. Should this exist, it
is sincerely feared that an unfortunate incident similar
to that st Shanghai will occur. I have always done my
best in taking steps to stop the indignation on the part
of local Japanese in the hope of maintaining peace and
order, But in view of the circumstances described above
I am afraid that our efforts in the past will become a
bubble, for which result I cannot assume responsibility.

I would request that you will take more strenuous
efforts in enforcing the restricting measures of the paat.
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Translation.

General Hsila Tou-yin, Wuhan Garrison Commander, Hankow,
$0 Mr. J. Sakane, Japanese Consul General, Hankow,

Deted March 6, 1932.

Sir:

I nave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter Wo. 30 of March 4, reading as follows:

(See letter attached hereto)

Your letter states that "the Japanese residents
here should take direct action for self-protection”.
I am greetly surprised to read it. Bver since the
incident of September 18, although the community of
this municipality have been vehement in expressing
their patriotism, yet under the efforts put forth by
this Headquarters for maintenance of order, they have
not done anything irregular, and this Headquarters
has been extremely careful in protecting your nationsls
resident here; this is witnessed by all the world.
During the past few months no incident whatever, like
the assault of a Japanese subject or the attack on a
Japanese shop, has taken place. Even if by any chance
an incident ocourred, it should be Justly and equitably
ad justed by the authorities of the two countries.
Therefore there 18 no cause for any direct action on
the part of the Japanese residents, nor is there any
reagson whatever for any Japsnese residents to teke
any direct action. The Japanese residents at Henkow
are all intelligent persons, and moreover they are under
your responsible leadership; therefore no direct action
which is not ressonsble or lawful can possibly arise.

The impossibility for the Japanese merchants to
transact business regulasrly during the past half & year
was due to popular feeling and military operations,
because business transactions between two rationals
are based on friendly relations, and successful trade
depends on peasce. Therefore I sinserely hope thai the
nationals of the two countries will quickly restore
their friendly relations and that the Japanese army will
stop its invasion so that a genuine equrlity and friendly
relations may be obtained; then the merchants of the two
countries will be mutually benefitted.

You also state that anti-Japanese organizations
under the secret direction of the Party Chaepters are
8ti1l working in the dark. I have investigated and found
thet this is not true. Although India has perished, yet
the Indians are still boycotting (British goods) openly.
The citizens of this country in an attempt to restore
the friendly relations between the two nations have
voluntarily removed the anti-Japanese organizations;
there is no necessity for any secret movement to coantinue.
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You also mention anti-Japenese piotures in which
Japanese troops are shown %o be insulting a Chinese woman.
I have made a wide investigation, and I have not found
any of them. This may be due to a mistake made dy your
reporter who has been misinformed.

With regard to the war news on the Sino-Japanese
war published in local newspaspers, the facts will of
course prove whether they are correct or not. Inasmuch
a8 war conditions change greatly in & glance, and as
Hankow is distent from Shenghai, not only the reports in
Chinese newspapers differ occasionally, but Japanese and
Britksh newspapers frequently come under the same con-
dition. In fact these points do not deserve our attention.

I regret very much that the excessive statements made
by the Jepenese merchants who have been upset by the suf-
ferings due to a suspension of their business have brought
forth the strict statements contained in your letter under
acknowledgment. But adhering to my peace-permenting
spirit I express the hope that you will kindly advise
your nationals and the Jgpanese Navy et Hankow Jointly
to maintain peace and order, so that the friendly and
cordial relations which have existed between the author-
itles, soldiers, and nationals of the two countrfss for a
number of years at Henkow may become more satisfactory.
This is my earnest hope.
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Translation

A circular letter issued by the Wuhan Garrison Headquarters,
Hankow.

Dgted March 10, 1932.

Gentlemen:

During the past few days a rumor concerning the
gerious situation in forsign relations suddenly was
circulated in the Wuhan community. It became worse
wnen it was spread, and caused greater speculation on
the part of the community. In fact the rumor is
absolutely without any basis.

On the 6th instant this Headquarters received an
unofficial letter, without either an official seal or
a private chop, from the Japanese Consul at Hankow
(See attached letter)s, On the same date this Head-
quarters made a reply thereto on the basis of reason.
Inausmuch as sucn a latter is not a formal diplomatic
note, there is no necessity to make it public; therefore
it was not delivered to newspapers for publication.
During the past few days more rumors have been spread
bn the community, and they have confused the facts.
Therefore I have quoted the Japanese Consul's letter
and this Headquarters' reply thereto, in full, for
your information and would request that you notify
the persons interested so0 that the rumors may be stopped.

Signature of Hsia Tou-yin, Commender.
inclosures:

1. Letter from the Japanese Consul,
2. This Headquarters' Reply.
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[ COPIES SENT TO
| O.N.1. ANDM. L.
TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY

Shanghai via NR
Dated April 12, 1932
Recd 2:50 @,

Secretary of State
Divisign of
-FAR EASTE Ar[ﬂus
WPR 1771932

of State

Washington.

PRIORITY,

April 13, 9 a.m.

Your 136, April 11, 5 p.m.

Meeting planned for yesterday 3 p.m. did not
take place as Quo informed us he had no instructions

from Nanking. No date set for the next mseting.

JOHNSON

SH/ 4

cecos/re g6l
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
REP
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased beEROM SEANCHAT
fore being communicated
to anyone. Dated April 12, 1932

) ‘,/ﬁ Rec'd 5:55 a. m.
VeD T
Secretary of State, S 12 1932

Washington. VSN s

Aoril 12, 5 p. m.

¥y A»ril 12, 9 a. m.

I have just secn Quo who tells wme that he has
telzegraphed again urging Yen to obtain an interpretation
to be used in conntction with the agreemcnt if a time
limit cannot be obtained. He showed mc a number of
telegrams from Geneva indicating recactions there,
Chincsc apnarently desire to take advantage of meeting
of League committee which was to have zet on the 11th.
For the mopment interest lies in attitude of League
and negotiations herc are indefinitely vostponed. Qw{
hopes to have instructions within a fortnight;

L%EBEQ“ informs me that he has booked.passage t&%
return to Peiping via Nanking leaving hore on Saturdgy
April 16th. He has asked me whether I have any plans.
I propose to remain in Shanghei until I am satisfied
that there is dofinitely no furthner need for me to
remain.

J OHNSCRN

e208/v6"
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1—138 [2% fe =1 =
PREPARING OFFICE M ‘-TQLEG RAM SENT To BE TRANSMITTED
WILL INDICATE WHETHER Rk LCONFIDENTIAL CODE W
I

Collect i NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE
Charge Department ﬂ r PLAIN
oR

Ch 1 ., .\
$ e , : Washington,

April 14, 1932,

FOR THE MINISTER.
Sor 3
Your April 18, 5 pe Re

eS0S/¥6°C6L

Depaertment heartily approves your decision to remain at
Sheanghat as per last sentence your telegram under reference
end last sentence Department's 12 Mar;h 20, 6 pem. 1In
view of latest press despatoﬁes regerding Japapese diplomatic
action at Shenghail and developments at Geneva, it is believed
that your departure from Shenghai should not repeat not co-
incide with or too closely follow that'of the British Ministers

,t-—
Therefore, in case you find it Q;gzhsary carryjng ou
’ 393,111 - BFer 2N —
instruction contained in Depertment®s 140/ April 13, 6 p. Ms,

to go to Nanking, you should in advance give out a press state=
ment that you are going to Nenking on the Baker case and that

you will return to Shanghai within a few deys.

Cottr =ty

Sy

FE:SKH /MMH : EMU
K24 @597,
1982 Fi

AF" 14

d by

Sent by operalor

Index Bu.—No. 50. 0. . eovERNOENT PRnerIve orrton: e 3138
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS
April 13, 1932,

Consul General Henson transmits here-
with a sample of an anti-Japanese circular
which is being distributed in Harbin. See
the translation of the circular attached to
the despatch. I suppose that it is setivities
of this kind which are fostering anti-
Japanese oppostion in Manchuria send causing
the Japenese much trouble.




DECLASSIFIED: E.Os 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

Department of Stafe letter, A t 10, 1972
By _&Emi.ﬁai{é_ﬁ%f Date _/2-/8s75

e 3 i
NO. 53583 e
Q

COPIES SENT 7O |
O.N.L AND M. 1. D.

GANDA.

HCRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTOW

I have the honor to transmit herewith copies
of my despatch No. 2336 of Liarch 16, 1932, to the
Legation in Peiping, on the subject of "Anti-Japanese

Propagende,”" together with its enclosures,
Respectfully yours,

American Consul General.

Znclosure:
1/ Copy of despatch No. 2336 of Larch 16, 192%,

to the Legation in Peiping (Single copy only of
the second sub-enclosure in Chinese).

800
CBC/th

IN QUINTUPLICATE.
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AMERICAN CONSULATE QLNSRAL
KARBIE  CHIBRA, Msroh 16, 192K,

SUBJAQY:  ANPI-JAPANESE PROPAGANDA.

The Honoreble
Beleon Trusler Johnson,
Ameriean Kinleter,

Yeiping, China,

I huve the homor 1o enclose a trammlation of
en anti-Japanese cirenlsr regeived dy this Congulate
General through the mails on Marxeh 14, 1938, the
gover being addressed to me peresonslly in English.
It was evidenily pested locally. The Chinose
original, a single oo0py of whioh is likewise enolosed,
is written ia a rather orude Chiness long banmd, sppavently
stenciiled on wnsffietol letter paper, headed with thw
portreit and will of Dr. Sun Yat 3ea. With 1t was
oenslesed & sheet imperibed with anti-Jopansse doggerel
verses in Chimese.

The eiroular, ever the grandtoss title of "The
Horth Chine Hesdguarters of the Revolutionwxy Army”
weuld appesy to W the haudisraft of scme Chinese student
erganisation. It is being tzansmitted ns indicative

~ of the -
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of the type of anti-Jepsness literature which this
Coneulate Jensrsl has Yeason to believe has & wide

oirculatioa in this distriet.

Respeotiully yours,
G. C. HANS&»

3. 0, Bansen
smevicsn Conml General.

Znclosures:
1. Anti-Jupeness eironlar;
2. Ohinese oxiginal of the gireular, copy oZ.

(single copy)

800
gBG/th

Original and oopy to the Legation

B oopien $o the Department 0f State;

1 eopy 3o the Imbasay ot Tokyo

1 oopy to the Conmulate Qeneral ot NaM B,

rue copy of
the original,
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Translated by SCC
Checked by CBC

Cireular issued by the North China Headquarters of the
Revolutionary Armye.

Dated: March 10, 1932, Rec'd: March 14, 1932,

SUBJECGT: ARTI-JAPANISE PROPAGANDA,

The organization of the Feopla's Revolutionsry
Army of this country has as its object the promotion
of welfare for sll nations, the ecquisition of fresdom
and squality for the Ohinese people and the prevention
of another world wax., It will work for the downfall
of the Japenese imperislism, which has ever been en-
_eroaching upon and persecuting the Chinese people, and
it will do away with the "Ta Tung" trailtars, who form
an illegsl body to serve Japansse interests. It will
in the near future restore to this ocountry the loat
territory in Horth Chine, as well as Port Arthur end
Dairen, which is considered as a& very lmportant task,
When necosssry, dsteotive, sssassinating, poisoning,
bombing and supervising dodies will be sent out te commense
operations. During this psriod no sssigtance should
be Tendered to the traitors., When this Government is
established, equel arnd reoiprosal treaties will be con~
oluded, which will benefit the whole world. This eiroular

is issued for your information.
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AMERICAN CONSULATE,
Foocizow, China, March 14, 1932.
AL ADVISER
. 932 .|
SuBJECT:  COMPLAINT OF JAPANESE AUTHORITIES AGAI ‘

+tons aro POLITICAL ACTIVITIES BY CHINESE STUDENT Bea MENT OF STATE,
OF AMERICAN MISSIONARY SCHOOL.

NG <

r—— h

Division of -
THE HONORABLE FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS ﬁ/g
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, PR 12 1932 X\

WASHINGTON.

: d
TSIR{

=<

-~

I have the honor to refer to this Consulate's
79394/ 29/ /
despatch No. 57’ of October 30, 1931 concerning anti=-

/Q20Q8/v6°¢6L

Japanese demonstrations by students of the Fukien
Christian University, and to enclose for the informa-
tion of the Department a copy, in quintuplicate, of
this Comulate's despatch No. 58 of today's date to

the American Minister at Peiping, China, entitled
"Complaint of Japanese Authorities against Politiocal
Activities by Chinese Students of American Missionary 2
School."

Respectfully yours,

/ Gordon L. Burke,
American Viece Consul.
Enelosure:

Mr. Burke to Mr. Johnson, dated
March 14, 1932.

700
GLB/HCY

In quintuplicate.

N




DECLASSIFIEDs B.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

Department of State letter, A t 10, 1972
By . M ilten O ‘ﬁ”i{}m NARS, Dats _12e/8-75

Enclosure No. 1 to despatech No. 102 of Gordon L. Burke
American vice consul at Foochow, China, dated March 14’
1932, on the subject "Complaint of Japanese Authorities
against Political Activities by Chinese Students of
ﬁgerégan Missionary School.”

AMERIC AN CONSULATE,

Fooechow, Chine, March 14, 1932.

Subject: COMFLALINT Q2F JAVARESL AUTHORITIES
AGLINGT FOLTITICLL alTIVITIRS oY
CHINESY OTUDENT OF AMERICAN MIS-
SIJLARY GCHUOL.
The Honoraule
Nelson ‘rusler Jonnsorn,
american Minister,

reiping, China.

I have the honor to refer to the Legation's

igstruction, dated Feyruary 1, 1932, and to this

793.94/27;7
Consulate's despatch No. 5%/ of October 80, 1931 to

he Department concerning panti-Japunese demonsira-
tions by studeuts of the Fukien Christlan University.
Particulur reference i3 nmade to t;at part of the
Department’'s instrucé?ggﬁsg?,ég4 of December 22, 1331
t0 the Legation, which formed an enclosure to the
Legation's above-mentioned instruction to this Con-
sulate, stating that it seems to the Department that,
rather than to have w#ritten to the President of the
University, ir. Burke should in the premises have
replied to the Japanese Consul General, stating that
the Fukien Christian University, although financed in
part by american funds, thereby oreating an americen
interest, is administered and controlled by the
Chinese, and that as the question involved in this
case waa one of administration it would seenm thet

b_/J
complaints,
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complaints, if any, should be addressed to the
administrative authorities.’

In reply, the Legetion is respestfully informed
that the Japanese Consul General's strong protest was
made over the telephone and not by letter, as stated
in the Department's instruction Ho. 554 of December 22,
1931. s mentioned in the foregoing despateh of this
office, the Japanese Consul Generzl made his protest
i the belief that the Fukien Christian University wes
an ‘merican controlled institution. The Consul Generai
stated that he would "take positive and drastic measures
(using the vord shoot) to sze that they {the demqnstra-
tions) were not again repeated.” At that time there
wag & guerd of abdout forty Japanese sallors stationed
in the Japsnese Consulate Genersl and in = building
just across the street fron it. The Japanese Consul
General &ls0 stated that he might not be able to
withstrain these sallors from firing. The situation
wus tense and the writer realized that the Japanese
meant business. He also feered that the Chinese
authoritles might elther proarastinate, or he unenhle
to check the activitles ©f the Tang Fu - the instigators
of student demonatrations. Prompt and definite action
was imperative to afford the liws of inerican men,
women, and children all the protection possible. Inm-
media telr after the ahove-mentioned telephone conversa-
tion the writer called on ameriocan citizens connected
with American institutions of learning located on
Nantai Tsland, and informed them orally of the situation,
and left the handling of the question to their dis-

-/J
cretion. The Fuklien Christian University, however,

is
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is several miles down the river, ond furthermore has

no telephone communication with foochow. The guickest

and surest means of communlceation wuas by post.

There 1s enclosed a copy of thils Consulata's
letter, dated Junuary 20, 1932, to the heads - all of
ahom are Chinese - of the institutions of learning io
Foochow ogeruted by aimerican Missions. This letter
was drawn ub ia consultation with Bishop John Gowdy
of the llethod. st Episcopal Church. Both Bishop Gowdy
and the writer wers of the opinion that tanis lettar
was necessary for the protection of American property.
The writer had decided to address this letter to
Americans connected with the various schools, but
upon being advised by DBishop Gowdy that it would
strengthen the hands of the Chinese priacipals, the
letter was addressed to the Chinese heauds of the
schuvls. The Legation's uttention is very respect-
fully invited to the followling quotations:

1. jage 3 of the Depertment's instruction No. 871 of
Yay 83, 1928, to the Legation, which formed an
enclosure to the Legation's circular No. 252 of
June 28, 1928:

“~he Department would deprecate, for in-
stance, a statement so categorical as the follow-

ing, contained iu & letter dated July 12, 1927,

from the Consul at Foochow, addressed to 'all

Mission Schools, Foochow' and transmitted with

the despatch already referred to:

'*Subject to instructions to the ccntrary,

I am prepared to state that any institution
registered under the regulations ci ted is
entirely Chinese, and, as such, has no
right to the recogznition or assistance of

the smerican Government.'™

2. Page 5 of the Department's ingtructicn No. 1402 of

~— November
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November 15, 1929 to the Legation, which formed an
enclosure (o the Legatioa's circular No. 403% of
Junuary 11, 1930:
"they should be advised that, although

the Department takes with refard to questions of

educational administration the view set forth

in this instruction, it desires that the vigilance

of 1ts officers in the protection of the un-

questionable rights, including pmw perty rights,

of smerican eitlzens and organizations engaged

in educational projects in China be in no way

relaxed.”

american missionaries have in the main been of
the saue mind as, and have cooperated with the writer
in this most diffiocult ocuestion of preventing American
interests from suffering through reckless student
denonstrations, whioch the legitimate authorities
agsert that they are endeavoring to control, and whieh
tha Tanz Pu instigate. (There have heen no student
demonstrations for the past two months.} American
missionary institutions have a definltie imerican
interest, which seem to carry with it a certain res-
ponsibility. On numerous occasions Americans con-
nected with Mission schools have approached the writer
with the request that the Japanese Comsul General be
informed of the difficulties facing those in authority
{the Chinese) in the schools. The writer has unofficial-
ly and orally ®ne as requested, and has always found
the Japanese Consul General a sympathetic listener.
The Japanese Consul General has in turn unoffiocielly
asked that these school authorities be infbormed of his
complaints, The writer has done this through Americsns

connected with the schools concerned. The writer feels

N that
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that by kedeping the coufidence of both the authorities
of American missionary educational institutions and

the Japens se Consul Ceneral, and by teking unoffielnl
action, he has been able to explain away many trivial
pin pricks, which might othe rvise have become megnified;
thersby protecting dmerican lives and property to the
fullest extent. The results thus far appear to have
justified this action. If the writer had replied to

the Jupanese Consul General in writing (the status of
smericun missi onary institutions of learning was explain-
ed in detzil orally to the Japanese Consul General by .
the writer) denying any responsibility in the matter,
neither the American mission school authorities nor

the Japanese authorities would thereafter have con-
sulted this office., This Consulete would then brve

lost entire control of and contact with the situation.
Then it would not have been able to exert 2 moderating
influence; theredby causing American lives and property
to be endangered.

It would seem that the various instructions which
pertain to the question of jJjurisdiction over education-
2l institutions under Chiness administration and control
had in mind the American Government vis-a-vis the Chinese
Government, and did not contemplate the interjection
of a third party, which the present 3ino-Japanese oon-~
fliet s resulted in. The problem which occurrei to
the writer was that should he di sclaim any responsibility
in the premises, what action could be taken in the event
the Chinese authorities failed to exercise control and
the Japanese then inveded American property; a contin-

gency which appears rather remote at the present

writing,
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writing, but not at the time of the emergendy.

The Legation's instryction under acknowledge-
ment will be complied with in the future. This Con-
sulaté will, however, continue to extend 1ts good
offices in such natters, unless othervwise instructed.

Respectfully yours,

Gordon L. Burke,
American Viee Consul.

Enclosure:

Copy of letter, dated Jenuary 20, 1932, addressed .
to the Chinese heads of aAmerican eduocational
institutions.

700
CLB/HCY

In quintuplicate to the Department.

A true cony of
the s ned origi-

nal, ,,6%
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Enclosure No. 1 ® despatch No. 58 of Gordon L. Burke,
American vice consul at Fooohow, China, dated March
14, 1932, on the subject "Complalnt of Japanese
Authorities igeinst Political Activities by Chinese
Students of American iMissionary School.!

American Consulate, Foochow, China, January 20, 1B2.

To the Chinese Heads of
american Lducational Institutions,
Foochow,

3irs:

It has been brought to the attention of this
Corsulate that certain persons have in the past made
it a practice to trespass on property, registered
in this Consulate as American owned and used for
educational purposes, with the view to inciting the
students by various methods of propaganda. This
Consulate is further informed that this has often
been done without the knowledge of the heads of the
institutions concerned.

Since student disturbances are likely to
endanger the property on which they occur, it is
requested that ‘you take prompt and effective measures
to see that no persn, "whos e purpose is to incite
the students, be permitted to enter your premisss.
Should such persons continue in their attempts to
trespass on your property, you arae requesied promptly
to inform this Consulate thereof, and measures will
be taken to prevent such illegal action. In order
tc put in force the foregoing, it is requested that
your gate-keeper be instructed to obtain the cards of
any such persons that may apply for admission, and that
these cards be forwarded to this office. Any person
refusing to give his card should be prohibited from
trespassing upon the premises.

In the event of any trouble ensuing - which is
very unlikely - pleass promptly inform this Consulate.

Very truly yours,

Gordon L. Burke,
American Vice Comsul.

350
GLB/HCY
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE 793.94116/7 FOR Dospateh #8158,

FROM .. Shengbad (.Cunningham ) DATED March 10, 1838.

TO NAME 1127 .o

‘BT0G/ v6* 96 L

REGARDING:
Bombing by Japanese airplanes of flood

rofugses' cemp on February 5,6 amd 7, 1932.




DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

10, 1972
TN '.ﬁ.% ST AR, ‘vatd _1a-/ge75

DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SeE .....893.00 P.R. Shanghei/44 For Despatech # 8159,

FROM . _Shanghni
TO

REGARDING: Sino-Japanese relations.

Crisis in the = ceme %0 a head on the
night of Jepuary 28th, when Japenese
forces landed and proceeded to oecupy a
portion of Chapei.

L2Og/ V5 e6L
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written dhanghal has gone through one of the mosts, if
not the mosk, eritieal pericd in its history, as a
reeuld of Sino~Japancse relaticns and subseguent hos-
tilities. The erisis came %0 & hesd on the nizht of
Jenuary 2Bth, when Japanese forees landed and proosefied
to oooupy & portion of Chapei. This event relagsted
all other logal affairs to the bdaciground . and thiwe
report will be confined to the loeul iipo-Jupaness
situation und 1its various consomitant problecs.

In attempting $o evaluste the sauses and provooation
whieh %he Japanese may have had leading up to thelr astion
on Junuary %0%h, this report will merely set forth the
varicus losal ineidents and emuses lesding up to the
clash snd will not attezpt o spoeulate on whad =ay have

motivated
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

TO NAME

REGARDING:

Publication of article to the effect that
Japanese marines hed been eoncerned in
setting fire to the San Yu Towel Factory
which resulted in a e¢lash between the
Chinese police and Japanese civilians on
the morning of Jamary 20th.

Assault on Japenese monks by Chinese
workers.

geos/ve6° 6L
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wn

instruet the paper ¢to publish s statement cnncelins
the sub-heading and expreszain: the paper's re;ret.

The paper apsin ren afoul of the Japanese through
the publication of an article tv the affeot that
Japanese marines had been onneerned in setting fire to
the Sen Yu Towel faetory whish resulted in s elash
betwaen the Chinese police wnd Jopsnese civiliana on
the morning of Janusry 2Zth and whish is refsrred %o
below. Fearing ¢hat the Japanese marines would teke
dircet aoction against the paper the shanghal ¥unicipal
police olomed 1t om Jamary 26%h, after which the
premises wors puarded by police. This incldent is
reported in detail, an it has been referred to in
Japanese reports as having stirred the Jopansese sommnity
both here and abroad to a high piteh of imdigmationm.
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ABNULY UPGR JAPANETIE WOMES:

A second ineldomt which has beew made much of in
Jepanose reports 1s the asweu’s on January 15th on $wo
Japaness monks and thres of their lay followers by
Chinese workers in the Yimg Hsismg Kong distrist Juss
ocutside Cettlenant limits. Theas five Japanese were
passings the jan YU Towsl Faetory and were astacked by 8

erowd of Chinese. Two of the Japanese wers seriously
injured whils the cther three esoaped with siichs
injuries. Cne of those seriously injured died a fow &ays
later.

OTHIR CLAGHES
From thie point oR events began %0 move with greas
rapidity. Disturbances and desonstratiors tock plase

datly in the Settlement Wut the inisiative in these
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e

instruet the paper to publish a etatement canceling
the sub-heeding snd expressing the paper's resret,

The paper apain ran afoul of the Japsnese throuch
the publisation of an srticle ¢ the effeot that
Japanese marines hid baen concerned in setting fire to
the sen Yu Towael Pactory whieh resulted in & ¢laab
between the Chinese polics and Japsness efvilians on
the morning of Janpuary &th snd whish 1s refarred to
below. Fearing that the Japanese marines would sake
dircet action against the paper the shanghai Munioipal
police closed 1t on Jaomiary 26%h, after which the
preanises wore guarded by police. This insident ia
reported in detsil, s» it has besn referred to in
Japanese reports as having stirred the Jopanese sommnity
both here und abyoad to a hich piteh of imdigmatiom.
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE ... 893.01_Manchuria/l2l FOR #1441

China ( Perkins ) DATED March 17, 1932

NAME 11187 ore

REGARDING: Declaration issued by head of the National Government
repudiating present organizations of Manchuria and
holding dJapan responsible,

Gives full text of the - from a newspaper source.

6S09/v6°¢6L
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DOCUMENT FILE

S P ik Lt Ll

NOTE

SEE .____B93.00 P.B. Tientain/4% FOR .._Despateh £ 91. (£
Legation).

FROM ___Tientsin ... (..Lookbart . ) DATED Mareh 8, 193%.

TO NAME 1—1127

ero

020962641

REGARDING:  gyanghai situation.
Local newspapers have given much space
to the - end the editorial comment is
distinctly favorable to the Chinese side
of the eontroversy. o

-
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Logal nawspapors, both roredsm aml vernaoular, hove dee
voted meny eolusns of spaos o the situation at shanghais
%d4toriadl comuamt in the ‘orelgn press is distinotiy Javeradle
to the vhinese side of the contzoveray, Thile sympathy among
the foreiga yopulation in g@ebaral cennot be said so be sholly
centored on the Chinese side, thore 1s unloubteldly & PrepoE~
derznoe of such ssatiment in frvor of the Chinesee ?arhpn
who follow the Sren! of politionl events in Chins edmis that
80 long aa the presont tanse situntien prevails as henghai
thore $a 1i3tle chanse for eny festional wars bewesn the

hinane
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

500. Al5 A4/977

FroM .. State Department, S Stimson y DATED _April 7, 1932

1.-1127 are

TO NAME

REGARDING:

Conversation with Japanese Ambassador who inquired whether
the Secretary's trip to Geneva was to link disarmament with the Far Xast.

hd
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE .. 894.0011/77 FOR __ Tel#l0am

Canton ¢ Ballantine ) DATED April 11,1932

NAME 1—1187 are

REGARDING:

Japanese Consul General's or:l demand on the Mayor of Canton in
connection with articles published in a loecal newspaper that were
derogatory to the Imperial House,

2208 /v6°S6L
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GRAY
Canton via N. R.
Dated April 11, 1932

Rec'd 1:25 a. m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

April 11, 1C a. m.

The following telegram was delayed due to the
ahsence of an American gunbdat finally it was sent to
Hong Kong but the gunboat returned hefore receiving it.

Anril 7, 5 p. m. Japanese Cousul General informs.
nme that he has orally presented to the Layor four
demands in connection with an articie derogatory to the
Imnerial House, which was published yesterday in a
vernacular newsnaper and which he believes was
deliberately inspired by political op»ponents of the
local administration in order to emharrass it. The
demands which are not in the form of an ultimatum,
call for an apolcey by the Mayor, punishment of the
editor, publication by the paver of an apology and
suspension of the newsvpaper. The Consul General is
hopeful of a settlement but intimates that his Govern-
ment may take a strong attitude if satisfaction is not
obtained in two or three weeks.

Reneated to Department, Legation and PManking.

BALLANTINE
e
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE ___ 893,102 5/107k FOR .__# 8155

FROM __Shanghai ¢ Sunningham .) DATED YMarch 11,1932

TO NAME 1—1127 oro

REGARDING:

¥inutes ~f the Consular Body meetines im which tne question of pilotase
service to Japanese ~arships and transports, the use of the International
Settlement as a base of onerations by the Japanese, and the maintenance of
trade and shipping, were discuased.

e A piid e

ety o AT
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Changhel, Chine, Lareh 1), 1532,

sinutes of Consulsy Dody MNestings:
“ilatape Serviee to Japunase -arsilips
zad Troepaports: Use by Japeness Torces
of Intervatisnel Setilepent mus Dage of
cogrationg: Nintsnonce © Trade and
“uipying

1 Bave the honer ¥~ transnlt herewith coples
of ainites of Gonsular Mody seobings Leld on Febrysyy
17 und 26 rospestively. It is belleved these sinubes
#ill Ve of intorvest $o the Depertusmt and the Lesstion.
The meotlng of Peab wepy iV4h disvussed the
plliosase sunetion, whish was the subjest of ny teleprans
o;t‘ Fatauary 16, 3 p.o. und of Pobruely 18, 4§ pen. S0
tre Le;utilon (Mo, B9 of February 16, 8 pune. and Bo. K
of Februory 18 4 p.m. %o the Department). Cther
mbjesks discussed et this neoting were the use of the
internstional lettloment as s hause of operstisne by
Jupansse forces, the flfizht of Japanese rdlit-ry aly-
planes over the Jottlemamt, and the meirtehance of
trade :nd shipning of werious ccuntries during the crisis.
Thoge suhjocts have been referred to in veriocus telegrwos
end daeapstolies from Suis offies.

Ine
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e meeting of Pebruary 26%h ciscussed » letter
from Layer W Te-chen datod Februwry £4, 1¢32, profest~
irg Acuinet the upe by the Jepenese suthoritles of the
Internuticnel Jettlensmt 88 & buse of spevatiune end
amving thet forsizn matlonels sag shilps be evieuste
from the var psne {Sew telesrsay ¥o. M8, Februsyy 24,
11 p.me o the Department;. The questiocn of pilotagse
wsg clao dlpeussed at this wmeeting.

Hespettfully yours

Awin 5. Cunninchem,
izerienn Congul Jemeral.

inelosuiresy
1/2 (..opz of mimuses of Consular 3ody
h‘.g;htu Febrasry 17, 1i3E,

[ ANEENN

AT '/‘ Februery 28, 1032,

f ot . e

o e C0n2d ori
¥ad KR, g
8u

—
PRIRTT s 1 T
in Iriplicats %o Legabion.
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SUBJECT:  LLUTso OF CULSUL. Sy

DL, Fedlicad, 17, 19%e.
THL SLJICR COnOUL 2200udTo IiIu COMLLIILIT. Pu IIo IOWO.iadLi
CULLLaGUnn add oo Tk ZOHOK TU CIulULLYL THL TOLLOW I

2 Iol050 UF CULSULAR 30DY SELCILLL 'IIPIISN HiLD o0 Ti AlLRICaL
COubUL GLJAZlial ud WEDHESLDAY, TFLBRULRY 17, 190«, COIEZICING

41 ler 1. Polt THEID IP0RiaTIovw.

Preseat:

Coasul General Ior UsS.hi & S4Cu ~L. 8. Cuuninghaii, ssyuire;
Coiuisul General for Jorway -ils aull; Bsquire,
Gounsul General for 3elgium ~J. Van Haute, Lsyuire,
Coasul Seneral for Sweden ~J. de Lillieh8dx, Lsyuire,
Coasul Zeneral for Fraace -5. koechlin, ws,uire,
Coasul Genecral Tfor Great 3ritainm -J. T. 3reaap,azsquire,C.:i.G.,
voasul Gencral {or Demaark -0ve Luaun, ssguire,
Goasul Generai for Jajaa =un. llurai; msquire,
Consul General Tor Spain -3. V. Yerrer,; .isquire,
Gousul Gencral for Portugal ~-Dr. J. 3. Terreira da Lilvay
Coasul Geaerul for Chile -Carlos 3ececerra, nLsSquire,
Coasul Jeneral ror dwitzerlaad -a. Lardy, asguire,
¥ice Counsul Tor Italy -Couat, . 3oao,
becretary in Charge or Coasulate dék

ior C.echoslovaxia e Imlinovsiy, Lsquire,
In Char s, Polish Le_ation,

Cousular vectvion . Lryeilaski, dsyulre.

P H I 3

LIIO%%%DQEEEgEC%ousul sald the Tirut iten .e would lise
nis coilea_ues to consicer wig that fornmin, thie suvgect
,01 the coudau.lications la circular Jo. 6L-L-1IV, resurdiua,
Jllotase service to Japaness warsnips and transports. as
he viewed 1t, tie subject fell under two headiil.s, nduely,

{aj whether or .aot tne foasular sody wished 0. sugport
thhe wisuaes o tihne Chinese Goverameat as expressed Li the
Iuspector-Geineral o Custdas' letter of Tebruary 1o,

{(b) if so, whether or 10t 4 meeting of the General
Pilotasc authority should be convened, and assuai:g the
answer to be in the affirmative the attitude the eonsular
306Gy as a ualt should adoyt at that neetlig.

Tue Gonsul Jeneral for Cerawy (Coasular represcitba-
tive on the Pllot 3oard) szid tuat ia his opinioa the
request of the Inspector General of Custowms should not
be couplied with. IIis view 1o that the Pilots' associu-
tion is & private conceri the .enbers o1 which were
obliged to obey the orders ol the liarbor laster only
in certain aspects o1 taelr scervice such ab those col-
nected with the sarety and weliare of e liarvor aidd ol
siiippin, therein. L8 he coaccived it e Chiucse Govera-
46T, or its organ, the Cainesc laritiue Custows, were
aot entitled to sive the 2ilouts association orders o1
tiie xiad iwplied in the Inspector Jeneral's lettor. IX
aily autnority had the¢ power to give such orders it wus,
in his submission, the General 2ilotage authority. Le

iy R i
thou-ut
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thought thie General Pfilotage autiority should discuss the
matter as, amon,_ other thiigs, the pilouts should be Hro-
tected from possible couseyueices which Li_ht arise frowu
their refusal to accecde to the Chinese Goverumeat's wishes
as revealed in the Inspector Generul's letter,

the osenior Gousul enguired whether or not he was
corrcet in his understanding that his German Colleaguc:® .
wisheld The Co.uasular Body; as a menber of the Jeneral
Pliota.e authority, to take the attitude that it was aot
in favor of transmitting the purport of the Ianspector
General's letter to the Pilots sissoclation,

The Consul Zeneral for Jernuany replied in the
arvir.ative but reiterated that in ado)tiag the attitude
tiie Coasular 3ody should at the same tiue take on the
resyonsivility oI protectii, the pilots irom the possivle
cou.asequences of it.

Cointinutuyg he said he could widerstand the Chi.ese
Goveruacat adsuring o position of authority in this matter
had tnat Govermaeant taxen over the jilota_e service as it
had oiten declaged its iateation to do. ilowever neither
the Cuiuncoe Goveriwent or aily of its or_wus had coantributed
to the lacoue of the pilots and thereiore ke thou,ht its
rigats aad dutics shouid ve liwited to those pertaianing
to trafiic and other harbor or watcrway conaitions.

Mhe Consul Seieral for delgiwa enyguired whether or
ot any guestion was decided by a .ajority vote at .cet- R
ings of the General 2ilotas¢ nuthority and &f tlie Coasular
3o0dy nad only one vote at such mecetings. The Consul-General
10r Geraany rejlied in the affiriative to ooth question,
reuwarxing that these points had becn settled ia 1930.

saswering a guery Irovm the Senior Cons:l the Coasul
General For Geruany said he did not taink it would be
necessary for the Inohector Geicral's propyosal to be
first discussed by the filot 3oard. The pilotu e re_u-
lations aud 0 specific provision on this point of
Jsreliuinary discussion by the rilot 3oard but only
mentioned that wlien a wlanimous decisioin could aot be
reacned by tic Pilot - 3ocard tae .atter wWas o e ro-
ferred bo the Jeasral cllotage autuority.

file Condul densral Tor Deiniuri cuyulired as to the
attitude ol tnc piloty vis-a-vis tue Iaspector Geacral's
Jdroposul, and rcceived tiie wveply irow his Jernan, collea_uc
biat we was 0% ia o sositioa vo discluse inrorwatio. oa
that point without autuority av he was iaiorued conrideuat-
1y coacernin: it,.

The bealor Consul read the letiver oi Bebruary 14,
iro. the Lonsal Fenwral for Juuil {(circular do. 6&-L-IV)
and rewaarsed that Lis Japaue.ce coireca ue Cogs not intiuate
the cnineue (OVerilieat are tuxing deriaite action, iis
co.plaint bein. vased, ajjareatly, on a rusor.
The
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The Goasul Gemeral for Leriaway rejoianca that the
Consular Body alouine was 10t compctent to dctermine whether
or not she :Ge.icrul Pilota . authiority ¢ould or could .0t
~lve orders to the Pilobta.¢ autihority. Thaut was a guestion :
whicelhl would nave to bu decided by all the wewvers of the
Guilcral Pilotugc authority.

Tiie Boasul Geancral for bweden said he was oy thoe
O_idiovn that the Cousular 3o0dy snouwld take a dcii.aitc
SsOnition with rezard. to tac pilotiug into Shan_nai oy
muauors ol blie Pilots? association, of Japanese war sbiys
4ilG vesscls curryids war daterial. A8 8 matver oi fact
a state oi war cxisted ocebween Chinea and Jajpan wad ia his
vicw the services of tie 2ilots' assveiation ia pilobti.ag
suelt vessels was ilacovasisteant with bettloemend neutraliity.

ne Consul Fenoral for .jorway suid that speaxing 1or
NowsclT ke would be ooli_ed to dissociate himsell i1ron
ay wmove deosigned Lo proveat shing of a fricadly Powery
(isce aricudly b0 w0orway} Lrown i a iy D1lobust Services.

Mic Coasul General 1or Great Sritain reuarsce ia
counection with this statocuent that tac guestion veiorc
thc wecting wes 00t wiat ladividual nativas woald Go
with reard to tiae pilotia. oI Jupanesc saips, but wiaether
or .10t the vonsular 304y, as < acnber ui tie JFeacral
Pilota e wutiority coukd or could not suyport tae [roposal
oi tlie duspector Gonoral O0f Custo.is.

The Coasvl Gencrul ifor norway rejoincd that acevertihoc-
less if wll his c¢oileu_ues shared the view L€ had 4dauaciated .
it would thcen oc the view ol the canvire Goasular 3ody.

Tiie Consul General for Great 3ritaln said that ix
tiwsGeaeral Piloba_e authority accepts the Iaspecetor Generuyld
regucst @.aa instructs the pilote not to Jilut Japancos
vesscls, the implication would de that the Geleral 2ilotasc
autiority coansiders Japan o de a belligcerent lower.
Jhatever tie datloaal oympatbiiics i bt de in bae reoont
couailict, as a le_al state of war 4id aot c¢xisu, nce 4id
not Lersciaally tiink the Coasular 3vdy, ab @a lnteraation-
4l vouwy, eould suuport any sucih Lustruction to thie pilots.

The Consul Goneral for 3dcl_olws enyuirew wiebther or
A0t 1T would ve nossivle to avoid the issue, to wiicn the
Goasul Jeaeral Yor Gerdaaiy oave his oninilon in the ne_utive
addiug, that 1t would leave the pilots ia w very Aifflcult
Josition. fhe pilote awsociation ¢kisted 1O gLive pillotage
service and should uot be Torce. o tawe LiGes in a pouli-
tical) coafliet. JTney should also dbe protected Lrowm pos-
sible pe:aliules witica way Je loplicleu oil Thew OJ the
Chiaewe Guoveri.cat.

The Counsgl Geacral Iur ureat sricaln ouid ne did .ot
a.rec with ils Jeraa. colies.ue ol hils last blalteweat. If
the Chi.e.e Govermueal adosted puaitive weasures s aianst
the pilots for nut suocnaititing to its wishes, it was ior tae
individual pilot %o appyeal o Lis aatiovual awtivrities fqQr
redress. 2he1had as Jev 10 reasoa to assert thet peunnlt

would
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uuul coavuls could reserve judgient oa the joias.

Tne vealor Coasul a,recd wWith tieue rewarss of his
3ritish collea_ue und couatinuing &aid tihat 11 his oy ludon
the issues oelorc the tiectin, were ¢lear cutb as a reference
to tuae corresgouadeice vould sihiow. IY Ghe Jeecin_ decided
tnuat tie Coaswlur JOQJ would 10T supyort the Chinese
Coveraaeat's wishes that the Pilot avocociativa ve inssruceted
0t to pilot Jasaae. c wir vessels or traus)orte, tiea toe
watber ended 50 1ur as the Consul ar 3047 was concerined.

e tacreiore propoced that the quethou be yut veivre tiue
meeting rorthwitii.

Tivle wau dosle aid on o shovw of wands it was unziimous-
ly decided thuat the Coasular Jody would 10t suu,ort Bhe
wisihies 01U Tie tninesc soveriaedt rererred to. It wa
ulso decided to use tihe Toilowl._ stuatensat as tie Duclo
01 tue reply which bie Coasul Jeleral i0r Gerudiay would
qa.s¢ to the Iarvor jaster:

Tudat L. view oi the iact Uiwt o le_ul state oi walr

existy between C.ind und Jupsi, the Generul Pilotae

autnority vei.ug wa Iaterdat 1oaal body is .0t ia a

J08itlon o ive iastructivilts to tie ilot .ss0cid-

tiva whicin would i.ply that oane vi tue Lurlbties vo

tiie wispute io o delligerent.!t

UL)._I \Ja.’ Iulul\‘usl_LUunL A).A_Jl.J-JJJ«lA-L)dJ-L -LQ ...5.1;.)4.; O.A. (JB;A:;TIOLJLJ

JjY !J&L.L.Ll-vus.).u .L'L/.LLC.JU.

Phe Gonsul Jenerul ror T'raace relerred tuv tiie letter
0 Feoruary &, Iruv.a iajJar u, wiilcell e preswied nad been
senlt to all tac iHeads o Coasulates, aad suld Le uwalGerobeod
b t nis aierican aaa 3ritisn co.lea_ues Lad already sent
individual replieg thercbo. In thao letter jajyor Ju
dieclaiied res,0a8i0ility on behali ol the Chinese Govern
Jedt for way loss or Gaace 1a the bettlenwats as the
result of Ciiljlese attacks on tae _rowla that the iluaiciLal
CGowncils had acguiesced in or Yailed to stoy tue Japaicse
frow uvi.ae the International bettle..cat as a ovase oL
oscratiols. He (the Cowsul General Tor Fraice) su__ested
that La addition $o any iadividuwl re)lics tic Senlor
Coiusul olivuld sead oine resly oir pehali oi tuae Coasular
3oay as a wiole.

e Coasul Soa.ral Jor der.any sala biaat as tue
re.ircse. T.tive 0 4 aolu~-eXtraite .L.LlTl(.).[‘J.\ll ruowel 1€ was ot
sure wiaebner or Lot e wouwld acoovciate niueell with a
co .lective letbtor o bue iAayor 01 vae sawe 100T1la_ as iis
Textraberritorial GoLled_uce. TonCVEr 10 GOWOL tie
oeuivr Coasal could _e% over tuae Giviiceuwlity o usla: tue
Diraee "iatercsted Coileauc" or wowe suon wintlaction,

Taue obier iLabercsteld colleu_ues aaviids dusported
the su__€esbilun vl the Convulufeacral roir FTECe, The
cenior Co.sul proaised to oear the joiat or uis ubrha“
collea_ue 1. wind ia prepurl.. & drait letter to tue

ia ayor
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layor for the approval of his iuterested collea_ues, wiich
ne would do thiat afternocoua.

The Coasul Jeneral for Irance also suggested that his
interested colleasues should ask the Jeaior Coxnsul on
behalf of all of them to send a letter to their Japainese
coiLleazue, Hrotesting agaiinst the use of the Interaatioal
wetplement by the Japuncse forces as a base of operatioas
iii thie same terms as e understood had alreudy been GoOnc
by Lis 3ritisn and anerican collea.ues. Iatercested uenovers
0i the neetlang haviag supported his su,_estion, the Seaior
coasul promised to circulate the draft of such a letter
for coasiderution and ay ,roval.

FLIGHT UF 1IZIT.RY ABKUPL.Bo VAl DL IWTLli0Iioial, ob

— e i =23

Ihe oe.ualor Cousul recalled that at the iustaince of
$ue bnangidai lL.aaieisal Couneil ane had addressed letters
“to uis Jupanese co.rleusue aad to lLagor Ju reyuesting them
to ur.c uyva thicir respective autihorities to refrain frow
flyi.a; wilitary seroplaaes over btue Hetslewent. e had
aow receéived a reyly dated Iebruary 16, from tie Consul
FJencral for Jajsain the sccond paragrapih of which reads as
foilows;

"Ia compliance witia your reguest, the purport
of your letter has been duly notifieda to the Jayaa-
ese autiiorities concerncd who ia reply have inforued
we that, as strict instructions have beea  iven to
Japanese aviators to refrain frow f£lyiu, over the
Settlement, unless absolutely necessary, the prac-
tive will aaturally be discoatinued ia the future.®

aldressing his Japanese colleague, the Seaior Coasul

ciaguired as to tine preeise uecaning of the words "unless
avsolutely necessary" explaining that they aypearced sone-
what ambisuous vad mi_ Lt mwean much or little. Could he
interpret them as meadn: that Japanese military acro-
planes would not nmake flights over the Settlewent in
operatbions unconiected with the dcTease of tne Sutileue.at?
Before transiittin, fhe Japaacse Goasul Geaneral's reply

t0 the Council Le wouid liince the words clarified.

The Consul General for Japan suid thatv after return-
ing to iiis oifiec he would study the matter and send bthe
senior Goasul a letter of explanatioln.

D LTl OF DI oD SHISZLEC UF ValiIvie
Cuinint v Duiing s flaobil CiloiSe

The Senior Coasul suid it aycearcd to hia therc was
one vital factor in the present cerisis which should ot
o¢ overloeoked, nawely the importaince oi maiataining the
trade and shippias of various couwatries. w8 ocie means
of prowmotia. this object, he would lisc to sugcest That
ideatic letters be addressed to hig Japairese colleague
<24 to llayor Ju expressiia, the hope that aelther side in
the nreseat coaflict would interfere with trade and ship-

ping
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plag of e various couutries of Zurope aad .awerica at
this port. as auwerican Coasul Gencrul he was prepared to
aespatel sueh a letter imacdiately, dut would oe Jlad to
lhave tixe cooperatioa of nis colleagues if theys wished to
extend it.

The Consul General for Germany reuariied tik re was 4o
doubt that shipping was beiing very much iacoavenicaced
vecause of the preseat coangestioir, but if muet ve remarked
taat 1% was not oaly the Japanese warships and trunsports
wirleh caused the coag.custion but also the wiusual nuuaver
of warshins beloiagiing to other anationulities. It miht
be aunticipated that a reply to the Senior Coansul's Sug.ested

letter would make meation of tanis fact.

The Senior Consul recplicd taat ncvertaeless thatl
feature of it accd not detvruct frow tie value or his
oroposed atvewnt to ellcit Trom ooth sides un asuvurauce
bt neubral trace wud ohijyoying vould ndt be wolested.

It was uwnaninousl, wzrced to request tne Leuaior
gousul to prupare the drafts of letters to lLiayor Vu and
his Japaiesc colleague expressing the objects he nad
enuiciated.  This the ocinlor Coasul prouised to do iumedi-
ately sayin. the drafts would be circulated fa coansider
ation and ajrovel the next norniing. (Circular ijo.e8-1-XI1Il).

el TaLITY OF TH, ob2T0 tbounT,

The Senior Consul referring to a letter Irum the -
Council duted February 1lu, (Circular no. S5l1-Li~-iIII) to the
Cuinese aubnorities against the firiug of suells iato the
bettleucnt, which had caused a awaver of casualtlies, read
thie dralft of a yroposed letter fto the iayor o the subject
{Circular {do. 61l-L-KRITI.)

The Gousul Jeneral for France thought that the letter
to the liayor shou.d concerit itwels wminly with the natter
oI the shells falling into the Settleweat, aind should not
enlar.e on the Settlement's neutral position or the
status of the Jhanghai lunicijal Council.

he Sealor Coiasul and the meetiag ceaerally naviil,
aceested uis views,it was decided to eleminate naru.raphs
2 and 3 of Circular uno. BL-I-XIII, and 1o i€ suituole
audend.aents vecause of tails deletion ia the other para-
graphs, the amended draft to be recirceulated (e 9la-1i-XIIT1)

THE MESTILG T I TORIINLTED.

Circulated TFeoruary 19, 1ludl.
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(CIRCULAll #0. 94-G~V.) .

SUBJLCT:  LIJUTEO OF COuLal 80DY 1nblT 00 FLANUALY 26 ,1%uc,

THE SEHILVR COLeUL LTuwdDd HIo COIRPLLTIIT, 70 HId HUMOKWSLL
QOLLLuAGULL 2D law TID HC:OR 70 CIx: CULLT THS 1L Tes GF
(J\)l Db.uz\.n ;ODf ]»...J.uJ. L;I'Tr 0_;,7 F;J_“ iL—.xu [ 5:6 » lg o.)d , _&T TIL .AI.LR ICtxl:

\J\)LWDU.LJ-&.LAJ G:_;L(.A:.\_LL CUAI.::.]UIAG itT ld:lo Pol:.

Cousul Generul Tor U.S5.4. & 5.C. -L. 5. Cunaingham, Zsyuire,
Cousul Geasral Tor liorway d. 4all, Csquire
Coasul Geacral Tor Bel  iun Van uaute quuirc
Consul General for Swedcn de alllehUbL,ESHdlre
Consul General tiae Jetlierlands . d. H. groemman, Esquire,
Consul Gencral Tor Fraice L. noechlii, “bqulrc
Coasul Geierul Tor Feruaiy -3aron H. Liudt voa uollenberc,
Goasul Geasral Tor Sreat 3ritain -J. T. Breaan, =Ssyuire,Cel.G.
Couasul Geagcral for Deaark -0ve Luan, Lsguire,
gonsul Guaeral for Jupail -1 1u~a1 asqulre,
Consul Ceacral for coain -5 7. Ferrer, ESWuiro,
Counsul Genersl for Finland -H. de Laorring, Zsgulre,
Cousul Jeanoral for Portu.al -Lr. J. 3. D, du 51ilva,
Consul Geuersal for Chile —Carlos deccerra, s, Llrb
Consul Geaeral for switwerland ~3. Lurdy, Lsgulrc,
Coasul for srazil =s. L. de slueida, Lsyulre,
Viece Gonsul foxr Italy -Coupt G. del Bouo
vecretary i1a Cacerge o Coasul. te .

for Gzecaoslovaiia ~he lalinovehy, LSquire,
In char e, olish Lejation,

Coasul secetioa ~J. Lrysiuaski, Lsquire.

The oenior Coasul :ae.abiviaed he had acceded with pleasure

to tae wish ol several of Kis Cuilcajucs thaet a Leellily be
held in order thet iajyor Ju's lotter of Pebruary <4, which
ne presuncd aad been sent Vo bhe valious weads of Coasulates,
might be considered by all of tucm sittiag tocethier. That
“letter conveyod a furthoer »rotest re_arding. tac use 0y the
Jajuncse sutnorities oX thie setblenicnt as a base ol opera-
tioas, muade,a Turtacr Gisclaiaer of resyouasioility ior con-
sSejucnces aflulub thercirol, and asged buut certain foreiun
naticnals aia walrsnilo 0¢ cvacuntbed irvoia the "war zone' for
the sake oi sceurity. Tone Sealor Consul said the mecting
was opeinl vu dlscuseioir 0i bthe subject.

The Counsul Ceacral for Denwri vecalled tuat o previous
oceasions the wenior Coisul had sent a joint letter to tue
jayor 0oa behulf of his iatercsted colleu_ucs with recardd to
natters conaected with tie Jrecent crisis and sug_usted this
course ne pursucd in the preoeat instanece.

Tine Couasul Geacral for Fraisce ciyuired if his colleagues
iatended nasing o reply To rayor Tu's letter.

The henior Coasul replied that as anerican Coisul General
he proposed .iwking a reoly, wileh would in suostance reiterate
wna t
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what Le .uad already told the liayor, nu.aely, tuat he had
Jrotested agalast the Settlewcat veiag use}as a base of
ogeratlioins by e Ju xi.dese aubaoritics, ovub thet i€ nust
contiaue %o nold ovoth sides to the urewveat dissute res-
pousipvle sJor loss or damagce as a result of the‘disgute.

Tne Consal Ceneral for Portu_ul said he would lixe
to re.arg,, en pacsuint, that at the beginnia_ of the trounle
most allahidtlonals had evacuated Irowm Hoangkew wild lung tSc-
poo, virttally wider coapulsion of Jupanese autiaoritics.
They had aow tékeld wp resideance in the Frenci (oncessio.i.
The Senlor Coasul rejoliiled btaat americans Lad also been
evacuated irowm these arcas, but this fact Gid not absolve
botih sides from resjoasivility for loss or iajury to pro-
2erty bhcere or 1row c¢lulms wiich ray arise tuocrefron.

The Coasgl Seneral Tor Jorvay said he was uwaavare which
locality the llayor meant whea the rcicrred to the "war zone!

The Co.asuls General {or the wetnerlands, Frauace,ldorway,
aad Switwerlaid ravored o collceetive reyly, o the 1uyor, the
latter reaarsaing ue tuvu ht it quite w) roopriate ior sueh u
reply to oc sentb ia view of tue carlier prucedents. The
rcply should roiterate the positioa alreudy taxen by tie
Consular Jody ia this matter. .11 of these _entlewcn mede
it elear thut a co.lective reply aecd not preclude Heads oi
Counsdlabes rrom wikia, iuadividual renlies s well.

The Codasul seiterdl for Great sritain soid hic haa ao
ongjectioa tu a julat resly, bubt us luarge sritish intcerests
were lavolved, hoe 16lt coastruiaed to uuke o separate
ritisih reoly as well.

The Coasul reaelil Lo Uelhaaily Swid lie wasS Couecliully
iaterested in tals gucstion, vecawse 1 aduitevad to the
nayor's leuvosr uc had rceceived private verbul wairnings to
evacuate his couasuluete walcit he vouid a0t do, vut would
remaisa tnere wilder any c¢lrcunsbtances. Jowever hie realized
his consulate was 1a w physical siiuativa oi .rout damger
wnd e wouldered ix it were aot possible for gis Jaganese
colleu ue bo prevail upon the Jupanesc .aaval autnoritics
to remove thic Japunesc flagshiy Irom its overth aloigside
the Japancuve Consulate, wicrce 1t was deavly,, the Tire of tie
ChiLiiese? So Tfar the Cuiacse siwells directed at the Tlag-
shin nad Tallea on the vlde away froa his coasulate, but
they wi_ht cacily full éa his side, with disastrous conse-
guences o 1118 wousulate. after the wvarnil he had received
yesterday e rugarded the situation as rewlly very serious.

fhe Consul Geacral Tor France rewarded that his
Cerman colleazue Lad greater freedoid, duce to his special
positioa, 60 iwui€ repreccatations to the Lujor, wud possioly
to the Juwilcse on the subject. The Coasul veileral for Ger-
many replivd bhat he had already asugeuw bis Legution ta mukhe
rearcsentation to wwixing in the prewises, and we iateaded
rC}lJiJ¢ to the lhayor Jersoaally but he would welcowe to
jodht reply by Tac oeillor Coasul ds well,

The Guasial Ceacr.l for Jupan suid nle flugshiy was
moored alon.side his Cuasulate for the proteetioun oi the
Lousulate,
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coasulate.  Geacr.l Uyeda, vho was Cua_acu in operwtions
agaliet the Cllacse -19th Zoute Lrmy, Lo Lis neaaguurbter ot
blouagwaile The Joganese Torcees huad 10 militury vasce in the
vebtlemc.at,

The weiaior Conwmil caguired iT it were not tde btiet the
Qresence of tae Jopaavee Ilagshipy alongside the Japaicse
Consulate-Teier.l actod as o "a_net" to draw the Cuisiese
Lire?

The Coasul Cencral for Juypun sald he had ua wieoafirued
repoirt ti.t the Cuinese had azrced not to shoot in the
Settlemcat, or rather not to whoot 'in tie sort!

Aafter further discusviva it was decided

() tiact o joiat reply o oehull or iateredted ilcudo
01 Coasulates would 0e weat,

{b) thut it would more or less relberube LG Stubscacints
d il rescrvatious graviuusﬁuudu tu bLie ikyor vanthe
St suogccet.

he beuior Consdl prouiscd to cireulabed o dralt JOLut
reoly to the tagor for the &psrovel o1 uis co_lea uis 1o ve
siven wituliu <4 hours.

dne Cols voiaeral Tor swedcen sald that 1T « joiat

resly was _olis to ou .wde to the Layor, he thou it thut
slidler otatelieats spould weoalin LC WaAUC O Tue vousul Geu-
sral Ifor Jagan b the Suawe tiuwe. The reul cause of the
trouble wus the usc by the Jupuavse oI tue wettloacut as
3 base oL ooc¢rations, :«.d w..illc poth letters (o the layor
oG Bhe Ja xaicoe Counsul Genorwl) wmi bt oot have diy cifect,
e thouw_ it Lot siallar sbtateneabtysvivu. @ be reiterated to
ootih sidess

@

Tie otualor Cousil said tiat the guesbion berowse the
we Bl iy wad vile 07 a reply fo tie luyor wuo hiwd sent a
letter oa tiie suogect wmentio.cd to various Heudo of Cousulates
wiiieh the Cousul Zenerul for Japen nad wwob. However, Lic
nad 20 objection o seadiay « slallar letter to tue Jupailcsc
Cousul Geuaeral 17 taere was a encral ausicre for it.

ab 10 1urther resarss were made 0. the suovjuet, 1t was
allowed bo dros.

The Guasul for 3razil lugyuired if the Coashlar 3ody
vas 10t responsiole ror tiae protection of rusideats 1a the
06tolauent wito hwd .10 Cudoulal regrecciatation.  fhe Senior
Counsul replied tict he oclicved bBihue wasver o tilv gucobian,
iT he uuderotood .t ariont, wus tuut Driwarily the oozl
wlho.icioul Cowneil was respoasible, without liapbility§™ro-
tecetion o life aud property i the Iaternctionsl vebitlewcat
& resyoasivility sharsd, shouever, ia vines of ewersency
like tie prescat, g the various auwblival forces which were
acre for thu puarpose.

3 T et NG T Al it AT
Do dTeal Silwdood JLouie .,LUU(:‘_V_;_:A.LJ._U::

The wealor Consul reicrred to the couy of 4 ;ettcr
duted Yeoruwry <6 fro.. the Ierbor Luster to the ohaighai

T o end
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Liceised Pilots' ..ssociutlod, thrcateni., a conaceliatios

0f the licencc oi any pilot who Bilutud saiaieiz6i;ifészar

(sec circuiar 9e--IV) wid ushid Lis Serue i Co.lca ve if hLe

nad waytinling o ropose re_srdi. it. -
The Consal Gearurdl Tor S6rik 1/ (wlber recGii. the letter)

5alG he thou_ut the Consular $0dy Should cwult o GO wlicsbioin

Trom tne Liloivs associnbivn oa the subjoct.

The Gonsul Zenmersl for drewt Sritain said tact he had
prepared d letver to tae Bealor Bonoul which referred to tie
lette: from she Ilurbor llaste: requesting that the Zeneral
Pilotage authority should register aa exyression of opiiion
a,alust  the pilutisg of Ja.iese wureuiLg by nenbers of iue
£ilots wiociation., e hud prepaved the letior witihoub hiiOw-
i, that the Harvor i:qoter had wiitten to tue rilote’ ~sso-
clation threateain. to caicellpilots licences ia certain
circusstadces.  Phie ~eaior vousul iluavited his sritisn col=~
lea,ues to read the letter which the latter did forthwith.
(sec circilur ~0. 20-5-IV.)

Tae ¢ona. 1l veawrul for sreab sriteain seid that ia otiner
owords his view 18 tliat the senural Pilotuge sdieddpe .uthority
a0t ke il order or exyress & opidion om the subject, but i
if anybhdy Lud tue auwthority to iwmike such an ordes 1t was,

i his swomission, the Horbor Laster. Ii tie jarvor laster
did mane wuchi aa order he wousld advige J3ritish JSilots now
to dispute it, provided Liu co.lea_ues Tollowel tie suiie
courue,

liie Coasul Jeaer.l zor tite desuerluats Said tuab by
adoptiag, such a position tiie Co.bular 304y would pe actl.g
iaconsisteatly with tae attioude weopsved _ab tie urevious
weeting when it was declided thutbt tue {o.sulur 3vdy could
not sive way iuastructions to the Dilute witlch woulG 1uoly
that one of the parties to the diwsube is o velli.cresnt.
In other words tue Coacular 304y tuea did uot waat to
suyort tue Ilarvor laster aud ir Lv d:id support hiw uow it
would o€ ¢o.trury at ledwt 14 8p1r:iv if a0v 1lu leoter to
tue avtliude Hreviowsly expressed.

Mne Colsul Zeacril 1or &roat srituli roaarscd tuat
e wader-tood the Tarbor juster uud iwb wailbed to issue
the order to tie 2dlots, but nad wanted to Ioist tue reu-
sonsioility for it oa tu tac feiacral 2ilota_e Luciorit/.
Tio iuteition was b0 show thob the Jeaeral Lllvta o utior-
it,, wa iatermational.pody, was 106 casowered 0 L4.€ sucil
ail order, a:d btiat if wayoodr Gid nave tae Louwer tu do 80,
that serson was the Ilarvor restor.

The Coudsul Feneral for the Jecherladds rejoined that
if tie Conualar 3ody ciasa_cd ite aviicude 1a this natter,
it must ve pregared witn ar waeabs ©O Sujjoft‘tﬁe‘chuddc.
A8 le ulderstood LG, tie object o0i uis 3ritlsh Col.ea ue
ia

tue asreeweat of otne Cunshlar svdy to
tanen tuacresin. Mauat positioa,
frow tihe awttitude previously assduwed 07
a.1l thercfore i1 bile Clailge wad L0 ve a '€
Ve Dacsed Gy wit.d convinciua_ «r_wieats.

auttin, forward tie lLetter ohe uad reeé wus to secure
- tie powitiou he huad
ne Lalatained was a departure
the Consular soGy
ed to iV shoulid

e
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The Consul General for Germaay said tlhet in his epiaion
the regulations were rramed to give the Harbor liaster certain-~
powers to be exercissd in normdl timas; it was never coutenmey-
plated that the Hartosr Laster should ove empowsred to act,
in avnormal times like the present, ia the nanner revealeu
in his lebtter to the Pilo*s' association.

The Consul Generul for Great dritain reminded the
me. tin: that the Cousular 3o0dy had alreuady told both
gides to the prescat disjute that it was trying to preserve
a correst atvtitude 1a very difficult circwustances, so that
if the Consular sady allowed the pilotage of Japanese war-
vessels it might be interpreted as taklnﬁ sides in the
dispute, To This the Consul General for the Netherlands
rejoined that of course the Harbor Master nad no intention
of interfering with the piloting of Chinese war-vessgls
which showed he was attempting unilateral action.

The Conshl General for Norway expressed the view that
it would be a dangerous precedent to allow the Harbor laster
to discriminate against the vessels of a Power who tech-
nically was not at war with China. This time it was Japan
another tlme it would be another Power. lioreover the pilots
should not be left unprotected from arpitrary threats, that
their licences would be suspended.

The Consul Gener.l for Great sritain referring to ihe
last remark, said that of course there was always an
ppea; \bo. tue consul: concerned. s ]

¢fter further dlscusb;op.the ben;or' ,opsul sa;d 1t ;(;;

¢k
kg G

ai& areqd, to him tne best,course. to ﬁbllow would, be %o awai
venrekenta{101~ Lrow. the 1n&1v1du41 2flots €c their res-’
gqc;;yelaonggls, ar. posslhlj from the Pilots a.ssociation
to the Consular 3ody. When these representations were
forthcom1n5 the intercested,Consuls could congult. togetler
with a view. to: .agcertaining what eourse Oé actlon each one

pregose@ £0: pursae. din,;tu that 21 Flas Voo utesirve
PR Hoathitade 1u AR A TR TR . BTN/
L sA@he mqetlgb)qndorsedstnls suecebplon,Jznteregted ‘eads
¢f.;Congulatgs. pledaing: themselves . tg.. ¢onsultioine another
beforeu&1v1gbbdeflnlte 1nstrucx;onw,to thexpt resgective
pilovssc TherSenlexr.fonsul. anapuiced:, that in the meantimer
the tetter from, the Haroor,va¢ter and frog:.his.3ypitish;
C9<leacu$ would be. _cireulated for;information..

MAINTBHANGU;GF CQ: iBRC¥ 4D SHI3 IJCY.U
! ore Gy @x BRI AT W s

TR Tne benlor Consul oald ;hat a letter dated Lebrgdrg ix
had, just begen receiyed from the Mayor. in reply: %0, Jqisgletter
on: the -above subgeut. His, Japaneoe colledoueb‘regly had; or
already. been_c 1reglated (86-M-XIII). +Hethen proceeded to:
read, the Mayor's reply.{(see Cir. 95-1~ VIII) and remarked
that the Mayor contended the use of the vettleaent by the
Japaggse _as a, bagse_had alreacy‘)rogu@ggLai@j§a$gpousb6fi@ct
o, the Lrade and shioping o; tn nert SV R TR R
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COMBLLaR 30DY C0 IPTUL UF BJJUIRY D LIVouwTIC.TIod

The Consul Geaeral for Horway, President of this Conmwmittee,
said a ilr. Lockwood (counnected witit the Y.l.C.a.) ned addressed
a letter to the sealor Consul usxiu_ that he and three other

associated ve allowed To do certdin work yriancijnally of
humanitarian cnaracter in eonaection with the Chineve being
detained by tue Japauese. Ilr, Lockwood's letber would be
circulated (C¢90K~-XIII) vogether witiy one from him (the Coumsul
Geuncral for dorway) on tae same sudbject (BY-L~XIII). <The four
persons conceried were: Father Jac,uinot, lessrs. wm. R. Hughes,
and . .. Locswood, and iliss Ida 3elle Lewis, aud he thought
the best way would be for iils colleu_ues to authorize their
addition to his coamittee. They would 10t interrere with
theyduties given in the terms of reference to the orig.inal
coismittes, (H7-a-1-XIII) (one umenver of which had resi.nea) .
but he thougat the inclasion of these four percons would bpe
very useful in hwaanitarian labor,
. ) .- Cousul :

Qh: eaquiry from the bvenior, the Cousil Generuwl for Japan
said he huad scen the letter from ilr. Loc¢sxwood and a.reed, in
general, to allow the work sug.ested therein o be carried out.

It was declded vo sive provisiousal autanorizatioa to the
Consul General for Liorway to coopt the Tour persons wentioned
in his comuittee on the terms mentioned by him. Confirwation
of this authorization to be @sswued if no objectio.n was
received uiter the corresyuindeace had been circulated.”

THE MSnTluof THLE DoUId4a00D.

Circulated Fevruary <7, lyodw.
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The Honorable ‘ Eﬁﬂn' 3 j'“ktpxsk

The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

In compliance with the Department's
instruction No. 293 of August 19, 1930, I
have the honor to trensmit herewith clip-
pings from the French press, on the subject
of the Sino-Japanese conflict, covering the
period from March 16 to March 29, 1932, in-

clusive.

i

Respectfully yours,

Welter E. Edge.

EnclosuresSecsces

Y208 /v6°S6L
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Enclosures (single copy):

Clippings from the following newspapsrs:
March 16, 1932,

No. 1 - FIGARO

March 17, 1932.

No. 2 - LTORUVRE
Maroh 20, 1932,
No. 3 - LA REPUBLIQUE

March 22, 1932,
No. 4 - LE POPULAIRE

March 23, 1932,
No. 5 - 1E POPULAIRE

6 - LE TEMPS
March 24, 1932,

No. 7 - ACTUALITES

8 - LE MATIN
March 29, 1932,

No. 9 - LE TEMPS

In quintuplicate.
710,
RTP/jdk

B
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Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 2429 of April 1, 1932,
From the Embassy at Paris,

Extract from FIGARO, Merch 16, 1932,

L’Ameérique
et ’Extréme-Orient

Par BERNARD FAY

Toute la flotte des Etats-Unis est maintenant
massée dans le Pacifique. Les grandes manwmu-
vres de terre et de mer ont eu lien aux iles
Hawai. Les journaux discutent chaque jour
Pattitude que le peuple et le pays doivent pren-
dre en face du conflit sino-japonais. Dans toutes
les villes d’Amérique les blanchisseurs (chi-
nois) organisent le boycott des murchands
de thé (japonais). Dans les Universités les étu-
diants tiennent des réunions on ils invitent le
consul japonais et le consul chinois a venir
échanger des arguments, puis ils votent des
résolutions antijaponaises. Les clubs de dames
s’agitent. On parle de guerre.

On réclame la paix. Les grands journaux
d’Amérique sont tous.en faveur de la paix.
M. Hearst et sa presse veulent la paix ; les
journaux libéraux et éclairés, comme le New
York Times, veulent la paix et Ia préconisent
4 toute occasion. Les journaux palriotes et por-
tés & soutenir avec énergie les droits des Etats-
Unis, ceux que l'on ne peut suspecter d'inter-
nationalisme, telle la Tribune de Chicago, veu-
lent la paix. Il semble bien aussi que le Dépar-
tement d’Etat veuille Ia paix, et que M. Hoo\'er,
dans la mesure ot il veut quelque chose,
veuille la paix aussi. Il n’y a pas jusqu’au sé-
nateur Borah, qui, utilisant 'occasion favorable,
Wen ait profité pour déclarer solennellement,
et avec I'éclat qu’il afme & mettre en de telles
occasions, qu’il ¢tait tout en faveur de la paix.
Devant des manifestations aussi variées et aussi
significatives on pourrait penser que tout le
monde veut la paix et qu’il y a en Amérique
une unanimité telle que tout danger d’interven-
tion et toute menace de secousse brutale sont
éliminés. 1l n’en est rien,

vk
* *

Un courant se dessine depuis quelques se-
maines en Amérique qui pourrait conduire les
Etats-Unis, par une série de mouvements, lents
d’abord puis accélérés, jusqu'a un état de
guerre. Il ne s’agit point du vieux fonds d’hosti-
lité contre le Japon, jadis fort aigu, aujourd’hui
bien assoupi, mais encore vivace el que Yon
retrouve surtout répandu sur la cote ouest.
Cest 12 une force qui, quelque jour, pourra
entrer en jeu, mais qui pour linstant est inef-
ficace. Il ne s’agit point non plus de la propa-
gande, trés efficace du reste, faite & travers les
Etats-Unis par les éléments chinois. Le Chinois
résidant dans l’Ameuque du Nord est en effet
fort patriote ; qu’il soit blanchisseur, comme
le plus grand nombre, ou tenancier de « Chop
Suei » (restaurant oriental), ou étudiant dans
une Université, le Chinois des Etats-Unis n’est
point du tout un philosophe impassible. La

o

fievre du nouveau monde I'a gagné, il est actif, +

¢ nerveux et rusé. Il se faulile partout et il pro-
{ tite du prestige intellectuel, artistique, histo-

nque dont jouit la Chine pour tailler des croy-
picres au Japon, lequel apparait comme le par-
venu de FEx{réme-Orient et n’a point réussi a
se constituer en terre américaine des foyers de
sy mp‘lllne trés ardents. L. opmlon est donc: por-
tée & favoriser la Chine, mais elle y mettrait
peu de passton et ne serait point entrainée fort
loin par les artifices des Chinois si d’autres élé-
ments n’entraient en jeu.

L’un des plus voyants s’est révéld Pautre
jour. En effet, une longune adresse de « citoyens .
intluents » vient d’étre publiGe dans les prin-
cipaux fournaux, et d’objurgucr le peuple amé- |
ricain de prendre, en ce conflit immoral. une
attitude detergique, seule digne de sa moralité,

Les « citoyens influents » et pacifistes, parmi
lesytiels se trouve M. Lawrence Lowell, prési-
dent de YUniversité Harvard, ne se font point '
scrupule d’inciter les Elats-Unis & déelarer un |
boyeott contre les produits et marchandises ja-
ponais. Ce document a retenu altention du pu-’
biic et suscité des commentaires innombrables.
Les assoeiations antijaponaises se sont efforeées
d’en tirer le meilleur parti ; on est allé jusqu’a
imprimer que Mme Hoover s’était jointe & un
groupe de maitresses de maison qui avaient
décidé de boycotter séance tenante tous les
preduits japonais. Mme Hoower, fort ennuyée
de ¢e propos, fut contrainte de faire démentir
par une de ss seerétaires. Mais le public avait
¢t¢ impressicnné.

Le peuple américain n’est point assez aveu-
gle pour méconnaitre qu'un hoycott menerait
fort loin, Et, il faut Pavauer, toute une partie
des masses popuiaires envisage cette éventualité
sans indignation.

En effet, quels quaient été les efforts ré- |
cents de M. Hoover, du Congrés, des banquiers |
¢t des financiers, la crise, qui parait s’atténuer
¢l dont on peut, d’'un point dizc vue philoso-
phigque et scientifique, déclaver la fin venue, |
n'en est pas moins ewpcore bhien présente. Les.
prix continuent &4 descendre dans les restau-.
rants. Les grands indmstriels continuent a dé-
clarer qu'il faut pousser le public a acheter’
le plus possible et le plué tot possible. M. Ford
annonce qu’il va <« risquer son tout » pour :
faire sorlir une série nouvelle d’automobiles |
magnifiques 4 huit cylindres, et que, dit-il s’y |
ruiner, il poussera ses compalriotes vers la'
prospérité. De telles déclarations, si elles rap-
pellent celles de Léonidas aux Thermopyles,
r’ont rien de trés encourageant. Et le peuple
américain est d’autant moins encouragé, d’au-
tant moins confiant, que c’est 1& pour lui un
refrain ancien, dont il est las.

En se promenant dans les boutiques les plus
populaires des grandes villes, 'un des propos
gue I'on entend le plas souvent est celui-ei :
< Ah ! si seulement on avait une bonne guerre,
cela ferait remonter les prix ! » Dans les omni-
bus ot les ménagéres et les employés s’empilent
«n entend circuler la méme rumeur. Et le soir,
en quittant leur bangue, plus d’un banquier
mquiet de ce long marasme léve les bras au
ciel et s’écrie : « Ce serait a souhaiter une
guerre. » '
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De profonds politiques prétendent enfin que |
Ia seule facon dont M. Hoover pourrait assurer
sa réclection, si gravement compromise, serait
par Pentrée mp:d(e et brillante en une guerre
cXtréme-orientale, qui secouerail la ldh'ug,lg
du peuple, réveillerait les affaires et ferait de
iui le grand héros national. Un tel geste sernit.
a n’en pas douter, azccueilli avec taneur par les 1
masses profondes de la nation. Il n’en serait !
pas moins fort dangereux, et on voit mal M.
Hoover, quaker et pacifiste, s’aventurant en;
une telle entreprise.

Le danger de guerre est donc lointain &4 I’heure
actuelle. Toutefois, si le conflit d’Orient se pro-
longeait et si la crise économique américaine
ne s’afténuait pas, il parait probable que les
cfforts pienx des pacifistes américains entrai-
neraient leur gouvermement dans la voie qui
meéne a la guerre. Le gouvernement ne s’y en-
gagerait qu’'a regret, mais le gouvernement, a
TYheure actuelle, est aux abois. 11 s’épuise en
vains efforts, et moins que jamais il peut mé-
priser les tendances profondes du peuple. Or,
Te peuple est las de la dépression, le peuple est
fatigué des encouragementis platoniques, le
peuple réclame du neuf, firt-il brutal.

Aussi les Japonais, s’ils sont sages, ne pro-
tongeront-ils pas indéfiniment la bataille de
Changhai. Elle n’a que trop duré pour leur pres-
tige. Elle est malsaine pour les nerfs des'Amé-
ricains. Elle emplit le Paclflque d’un bruit dan-
gereux.

En temps de crise économique il ne faut
jamais donner & ses voisins la tentation d’un
grand geste sauveur, surtont quand il peut leur
ouvrir un marché ¢conomique.

Bernard Fay.
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CHANGHAY ET GENEVE

_Les“-' enj eux >iu | diff”érénd!
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s : Par LORD ROBERT CECIL

C'est nori Seulement la .néces- . e second point, absolument

s5ité des événeinents, mais encore
la nécessité de la logique qui a
fait suspendre la Conférence mon-
diale du Désarmement, afin de
permetire & 1'Assemblée, spécia-
lement réunie & Genéve pour la
premiére fois dans l'histoire de la
Société ‘des Nations, de juger de
quél coté était le droit dans un re-
cours effectif 4 la guerre et d’avi-
ser aux moyens d'y mettre fin.
Dés le .début, la Conférence du
Désarmement a été hantée par la
vision ‘des hostilités entre la Chi-
‘ne et le Japon. D’un ¢6té 'on peut
dire que cette recrudescence de
militarisme accentue Ia nécessité
de-la réduction des armements.
Mais il est clair que 1’on ne peut
déterminer la nature et 1'étendue
de cette réduction avant de savoir
si-1a Société des Nations a ou non
fait. respecter son autorité en Ex-
tréme-Orient. Il ne suffit pas de
coiclure*hativement une tréve ; il
ne suffit pas d’établir & Changhai
et aux alentours une paix d’épui-
sement incertaine. Un réglement
qui ne chatierait pas une agres-
sion -injuste, - qui ne repousserait
pas une politique militariste, qui
n'assurerait pas -3 un membre
loyal de la Société des Nations le
reméde au. préjudice dont il .a
souffert ou. sa réparation, un iel
réglement constituerait un atten-.
tat désastreux & la moralité inter-
nationdle. Le monde ne veut pas
seulement qu'il n'y ait ‘pas’ la
guerre ; il Vveut aussi assister 4
une grande victoire morale de la
paix. . ; .
C'est pourqiioi  je suis d’avis
qu’it est trés important que nous
ayons  constamment présentes a
I'esprit les circonstances prinei--
pales du différend qui a mené
aux hostilités, & une situation qui
a tonut de la guerre, sauf le nom.
Avant tout, il faut se' rendre’
compte que la Société des Nations:
a & trancher deux litiges bien dis-
tincts. L'un embrasse tout. 1'en-
semble des griefs économiques et .
autres qui constitue le différend’
sino-japonais.. Il y a 13 tous les
différends ferroviaires et territo- i
riaux en Mandchourie. 11 v a ce
qu’'on appelle le boycottage chi-
neis, qui va souvent beaucou
plus loin que son nom ne I'imph-
que. Tl y a toutes les accusations
de mauvaise foi d’une part et
d’arrogance de I'autre,les accusa-
tions de militarisme japonais. et

de mauvaise administration chi-},

neise. Mais toutes ces questions
font I'objet de l'enquéte de- la
Commissisir de la Société des Na-
tions présidée par Lord Lytton,
gui est. déja arrivée au Japon,
Commission & la nomination de
laquelle -les deux pays ont con-
senti. iy

distinct du premier, concerne-la
responsabilité des graves hostili-
tés qui ont eu lieu & Changhai.
Méme si le Japon, comme il est
fort possible, avait des griefs trés
réels dus aux mesures économi-
ques prises par lag Chine ou a ’in-

cident du chemin de ~fer = sud-

mandchourien, il - est impossible
de le justifier d’avoir bombardé
et. occupé le territoire chinois
avant d’avoir essayé tous les
moyens qu'il avait de faire valoir
ses droits par la médiation ‘et 1'ar--
bitrage. Le pacte de la Société des
Nations et le. pacte Kellogg fai-
saient aux deux parties une obli-
gation de soumettre leurs diffé-
rends internationaux 4 ces modes
pacifiques de réglement. A plu-
sieurs reprises, la Chine s'en est
remise 4 la Société des Nations et
a accepté des propositions d’arbi-
trage. Mais jusqu'a présent, les
Japonais n’ont pas voulu donner
leur accord.

On ‘affirme, et cette affirmation
n’a.pas été contestée, que malgré
la considérable agitation causée
en’ Ghine par l'occupation japo-
naise de la Mandchourie, aucun
sujet japonais n’avait été tué sur
tout le territoire chinois jusqu’an
metrtre - d’un moine bouddhiste
survenu- ‘lors d'une émeute 2
‘Changhai le 19 février. - !

‘w Le 21, l'amiral Shiozawa, com-
mandant les forces navales ja-|
ponaises dans les eaux chinoises, !
adressa aux autorités chinoises une
demande de réparation et de mesu-
105 préventives & l'occasion de cet
attentat ; il menacait de faire pren-
dre des mesures énergiques par sa |
flotte au cas ot l'on ne ferait pas
‘droit & ses demandes. Six jours
‘apres, le.consul japonais avertit les
‘autorités chinoises que le délat ac-
cordé pour l'exécution des deman-
des japonaises expirerait le lende-
main & 18 heures. Des avions japo-
nais et d’autres renforts arrivérent'
alors sur le terrain, Le point culmi-
nant de la crise fut atteint le 28
janvier. Le matin, de bonne heure,
Jamiral Shiozawa avertit les auto-
rités étrangéres chargées de la dé-
fense de la conceseion internatio-
nale qu’il avait l'intention de pren-
dre des mesures contre les Chinois
dans les vingt-quatre heures. A
treize heures, le maire de Changhai
laissa entendre que les demandes
japonaises étaient acceptées dans
leur intégralité. A 21 heures, le con-
&sul japonais se déclara satisfait de
Y'acceptation par les Chinois de
T'ultimatum, et en informa le corps
consulaire. Cependant, & 22 heures,
1’amiral japonais annon¢a son in-
‘tention de faire débarquer des fu-
siliers marins, afin de protéger les
resortissants japonais, et le débar-
<ruement eut lieu & minuit, Prenant.g
la concession internationale comme!
-base d'opérations, et aprds Yavoir
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lraversée, les fusiliers marins es-
sayeérent d'occuper la ville chinoiséi
de Chapei. Les Chinois résistérent
vigoureusement, et les navires de
guerre japonais <bombarderent les
forts situés au confluent du Wang-
Pou et du Yang-Tse, & une distance
considérable do Changhai. Dés lors,
la guerre fit rage, sans que l'on en
pronongcét le nom. Malgré deux tré-
ves d'allleurs courtes et incomple-
tes, la lutte s’intensifia et les pertes
ne cessérent de croitre. Des milliers
de civils ont ét6 tués par le bombar-
dement aérien, et plus récemment
encore par le feu de ’artillerie et de
Jinfanterie qui les a balayés. i

La Chine en ayant appelé a la

Sociélé des Nations en vertu de
b article 15 du Pacte, le secrétaire
-général, comme c'était son devoir,

demanda aux consuls des puissan-
ces représentées & Changhai de lui
rapporter exactement ce qui s’était
pasgé. Le Comité international des
consuls tint plusieurs réunions et
envoya deux rapports. Dans le se-
cond rapport, on trouve cette décla-
ration importante : « Un ¢état de
guerre ouverte existe depuis le 3 fé-
vrier. » Plus loin, le rapport dit que

« l'offensive était entiérement entre
les mainsg des Japonais ». Tel est le

{ait qui se dégage de cette enguéte
internationale. De quelque coté

qu'ait été le droit dans le différend
fondamental entre le Japon et la

Chine, il est incontestable qu’ia par-
tir du 3 février, l'activité du Japon
n'était pas défensive mais offensive,
et que l¢ Japon était 1'agresseur,

daps le sens habituel ef raisonnable
que 'on donne & ce terme.

On a récemment publié une dé-
claration du vicomte Ishii, disant
que le Japon n'as aucune ambition
territoriale en Chine et se retirera
sitot 1a protection de ses nationaux
assurée, 11 est fort possible que si le
vicomte Ishii disposait d'une voix
décisive dans les affaires de son
pays, ces déplorables incidents mne
se seraient pas produits. En vérité,
les amis de la Chine et du Japon
aujourd’hui rassemblés & Gendve
doivent tacher et espérer que des
coneeillers éclairés prennent le des-
sus & Tokio, et que les éléments mo-
dérés et lihéraux que je sais é&tre
irés nombreux dans les milieux po-
litiques japonals réussissent & se
faire entendre. Mais comment ceux
des Japonais qui sont sincérement
attachés & l'ensemble de notre sys-
teme d’organisation de la paix peu-
vent-ils étre surpris de !'extréme
anxiété qu'ont provoquée dans mon
pays et dans toute .I’Europe ¢t
I’Amérique l'injustifiable recours a
la ~violence qui s'est produit a
Changhal et les horrihles dévasta-
tions qu'il a causées ?

Si j’avais eu une. partialité quel-
conque au début de cette controver-
se, le 18 septembre, je pense qu'elle
edt été tout autant en faveur du Ja-
pon que de la Chine. Je sais tout ce
que I'on a dit des difficultés du gou-
vernement chinois ces dernieres an-
nées. Je sais combien peu raisonna-
blement, & mon avis, ¢e gouverne-
ment s'est comporté en diverses oc-
casions. J'étais trés prét & croire
que, daps l'ensemble,le Japon avait
des griefs trés réels. Mais il aurait
da étre disposé a traiter la question
dans le véritable esprit d'un mem-
bre de la Société des Nations. Je
dois admettre qu'en présence du deé-
veloppement de la situation, j'ai été
obligé de conclure que la politique
du Japon n’était pis dictée par les
éléments que le vicomte Ishii repré-
sente si admirablenient, mais par
dew éléments purement militaristes.
Il ¢était manifeste pour mol que les
obligations du Pacte un'étaient pas
observées ; I'enquéte, lorequ’elle fut
pour la premidre fois proposée, fut
refusée ; & plusieurs reprises, on vit
émaner de sources apparemment
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]
' attitude fut couronnée par les actes{
. de violence extréme qui se déroule-|
rent & Changhaj, !

C’est pourguoi je suis convaincu:
qu'il est nécessaire que la S.D.N., |
en méme temps que 1'Amérique, ne'
pardonne pas, et qu'elle répudie
ouvertement e{ formellement 1'ac-.
tion si incorrectement entreprise’
par les autorités militaires japonai- |
ses. Mon espoir le plus sineére esti
que les conditions d’'un armistice!
acceptable par les deux parties au-!
ront été réalisées avant que ces li-!
gnes paraissent. Je crois qu’'il est
d’'une importance capitale qu'une
zone neutre soit établie par 'auto-|
rité de la Société des Nations et
confi¢e & la surveillance d’'une force
internationale. Cependant, au cas
ou la puissance qui s’est montrée
'agresseur rendrait 1'armistice im-
possible, ou au cas ou la zone neu-
tre serait refusée, il faudrait que
I'Assemblée demandat aux mem-
bres de la S, D. N. d'exercer une
pression diplomatique et economi-
que générale sur la puissance qui a
violé le Pacte, et qu’elle invitat of-
ticiellement les Etats-Unis & colla-
borer & cette mesure.

Cependant, notre principale tache
doit 8tre d’arréter le combat, ct
d’affirmer l'autorité de la S. D. N.,
afin que l’on puisse examiner cal-
mement les points sur lesquels la
Commission Lytton doit faire son
rapport au Conseil,et travaiiler ain-
si a la reconstruction de la Chine
et & l'établissement d’une véritable
unité dans ce pays. Cela est essen-
tiel, non seulement pour la Chine,
mais encors pour tous les pays qui
entretiennent des relations eommer-
ciales et financidres avee ’Extréme-

plus ou meins autorisées, la menace

d'un abandon par le Japon de la:

S. D.. N., au cas ol cette derniére
~interviendrait ; et cette déplorable

Orient. Le probléme du chdmage en
Europe et en Amérique serait en
grande partie résolu s'il était possi-

! ble & une Chine unie et prospére de
‘développer son énorme marché en

puissance. C'est également a quoi
le Japon a véritablement intérét. On
n’arrive pas a faire faire & un hom-
me des affaires avec vous en 1'as-
sommant : on n'y arrive qu'en lui
permettant de mettre sa maison en
ordre et en entretenant des rela-
tions aniicales avec lui. Je crois
qu'il y a au Japon des gens qui se
rendent compte de cette vérité.Nous
avons eu des indices encourageants
du désir du peuple japonais de re-
venir sur le sentier de la paix. Nous
ne voulons pas lui rendre la tiche
plus difficile ; nous voulons la lui
faciliter dans toute la mesure du
possible. Car dans notre lutte pour
I’établissement d'une ére nouvelle
dans les relations internationales,
nous avons besoin de 1'aide de tous.
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From the Embassy at Paris.

Extract from LA REPUBLINUE, March 20, 1932.

EN EXTREME-ORIENT

Le nouvel Efat

e Mandchourie

Il y a deux cent quatre-vingt-huit
ans, cn 1044, le jeunc chef de la puis-
sante tribu des Nu-Chen, aprés avoir
expulsé de Mandchourie les représen-
tants de la dynastie chinoise des Ming,
envahissait la Chine du Nord, prenait
la capitale Pékin et s’y installait. Il y
fondait, a son tour, la dynastie des
fsing, 'une des plus puissantes de
celles qui ont gouverné lingouverna-
ble Empire du Milieu, en lui donnan
une apparence d’unité politique et ad-
ministrative, inconnue depuis les ori-
gines reculées du formidable conglo-
mérat géographique chinois, Cepen-
dant, les vrais fils'de Han, les Chinois
de Chine, ont toujours impatiemment
supporté le joug des usurpateyrs mand-
chous, L’honneur — 'si honncur il y'a
— de les avoir jetds A bas du tréne
revient 4 un obscur Cantonais, méde-
cin - dentiste de profession, au révolu-
tionnaire Sun Yaigfen, qui s’efforga de
dopnet une‘ime nationale & 400 mil-
lions d’individus. qug tout  séparait,
sauf Vhabitude de courber le dos sous
la tyrannie impériale: et mandarinale.

Il n’a pas réussi dans cette tiche
formidable, et ces acolytes du Kowo-
mintang pas davantage, sinon sur le

papier. Depuis la chute de la dynastie|

mandchoue et la fondation de la pre-
migre République, en 1911, la Chine
est retombée dans le chaos le plus pro-
fond, tel qu’il était deux cents ans
avant :1’ere chrétienne, sous les 7ang.
I1 semble étre le milieu naturel dans

Mais voici que le sort prend sa re-
vanche sur les agitateurs impuissants
qui ont fait de la Chine une proie aux
appétits des factions.

Aprés avoir végété dans les conces-
signs internationales de Tien-Tsin et
de Dairen, dans une médiocrité voisine
de la misere, le dernier descendant de
la dynastie mandchoue, empereur dés
Pige de 3 ans et détréné a l'age de
5 ans, se voit ramené par 14 Fortune
au pays de ses ancdtres, La Fortune,
ici, ce sont d’abord et avant tout les
/apopais, mais aussi les Mandchous
qui refusent de courber la téte devant
les Cantonais.

Le 1" mars 1932, le successeur légi-
time d’une dynastie’ trois fois séculaire
sortie de Mandchourie, le citoyen
Henri Pou Yi se voit intronisé Prési-
dent de la République de Mandchou-
rie. Les cinq couleurs du nouveau dra-
peau ont remplacé le vieux dragon du
drapeau impérial et le drapeau du gou-
vernement nationaliste.

Un nouvel Etat est né aux confins
de I’Asie, 4 une heure et dans des
conditions particulierement troubles.
Vivra-t-il ? Quel réle jouera-t-il dans
les années a venir ? Deux questions
sur lesquelles je voudrais essayer de
jeter quelque lumiére.

I. — 11 ne faut jamais perdre de vue,
quels que soient les droits dont se ré-
clame la Chine sur les quatre provin-
ces de U'Est (ainsi s’appelait en der-

dite.

vince.

Si

lequel se complait cet étrange pays.

nier lieu la Mandchourie), que cette

province a presque toujours vécu en]avaient été consultés sur §
marge de la Chine. En particulicr, de}ils auraient répondu que
1911 A 1929, le vieux vice-roi 7'chang|pargait le régime, pourvu
750 Lin affectait d’ignorer pratique-|{ u€monnaie saine, la lif
ment tous les liens qui rattachaient vaifet du trafic, la paix

cette province A la_Chine propremt?nt pour leurs biens.

. |-

*Les Japonais, héritiers des droits rus-| jamais consulté, Clest u
ses en Mandchourie, avaient compté| politiciens véreux ou de 1
sur lui pour faire de la Mandchoutie|bitieux qui prétend fixer
un pays inddpendant. Mais le viepx|masses qu’ils exploitent.
; I révait fdel Jes Japonais n’avaient
commander a la Chx_ne er}uére. Il tental jayy grand coup de torch
le coup deux ou trois fois au cours de| e pays, ot ils ont de si
? il échova| rars, tetombat aussitét sou
et mourut déchiqueté par une bombe| nistration analogue a la pg
partie d’on ne sait quelles mains, "

Son faible fils, Chang Sue [iang,|nalistes cantonais, qui ong
hérita de ses ambitipns, mais non de|houleverser la Chine, Iis dg
son sens politique. En 1929, il se rallia|s’opposer a toute tentative
au gouvernement
Nankin pour en tirer un prestige per-|la Chine. {Is n’y ont pas
sonnel et se brouilla ainsi définitive-]cela ils ont eu avec eux toul
ment avec les Japanais, et la luttelchous que Chang Sue Linn
commenga, lutte du pot.de terre contre{més ¢t humiliés en assash
le pot de fer. Elle s'est précipitée afchef chef Yang Ya Ting en i
propos des événements de Moukden et ’ -
s'est terminée, comme l'on sait, par VaariUtl:i p::;t, v‘:jl;ﬂiﬁ?n
l’expulsi}on compléte de Chang et de Mandchourie, ni méme d
ses armées hors de la Mandchourie. ‘
Alinsi libérée par les soldats japonais|traité de Washington s’y
de la dictature militariste des Chang,!aussi I’opinion mondiale, 1008
la Mandchourie ne pouvait rester enjest archi évident qu’ils ava
air. 11 y avait trois. solutions en pré-fperdre et peu & gagner A un
sence pour régler le sort de cette pro- ration, leur but précis éta

renard espérait mieux.

ces vingt dernidres années :

politiquement

1° La rendre 3 ’influence du gouver-{ tion avec tous, les intéréts
nement de Nankin, pationaliste, xéno-|dre économique qu'ils pof
phobe ‘et anti-japonais
2° La laisser tomber directement sous|/® Premier ministre Inuka
le protectorat japonais, prépargnt une
annexion future ;

3° La faire s’ériger en Etat indépen.|Ce cadeau. »
dant et pleinement autonome,

seuls citoyens mandchous|laisser la Mandchourie s’érigs

Majs en ces affaires, le

s{ encore moins sous la féru

delment ‘de la Mandchourie a

elle aucune sorte de prot

voir Jévelopper en paix, ej

Mandchourie. C’est dans

naivement : « Méme si on n
nait en toute propriéié nous

Tl ne restait donc qu’une 4
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portait le rég 1me, pourvu qu’ils eussent
ung’ monnaie saine, la liberté du tra-
vail et du trafic, la paix et la sécurité
pour leurs biens.

réts,
nistration analogue & la précédente, et
encore moins sous la férule des natio-
nalistes. cantonais, gui.ont achevé. de
houleverser la Chine, Ils devaient donc
s'opposer A toute tentative de rattache-
ment de la Mandchourie au statut de

vaient ni
Mandchourie, ni méme déclarer
elle aucune sorte de protectorat.
traité de
aussi 'opinion mondiale. D’ailleurs, il
est archi évident qu’ils avaient tout 2
perdre et peu a gagner & une telle opé-
raton,
voir Jdévelopper ¢n paix, en callabora-
tion avec tous, les intéréts viraux d’or-

s auraient répondu que peu leur im-

Mais en ces affaires, le peuple n’est
amais consulté, C’est une bande de

politiciens véreux ou de militaires am-
bitieux qui prétend fixer le sort des
masses qu’ils exploitent,

Les Japonais n’avaient pas donné
eur grand coup de torchon pour que
e pays, ol ils ont de si grands inté-
tetombit aussitdt sous une admi-

a Chine. [ls n’y ont pas manqué ; en

cela ils ont eu avec eux tous les Mand-
chous que Chang Sue Liang avait bri-
més ¢t humiliés en assassinant leur
chef chef Yang Ya

ing en 1930.

D’autre part, les Japonais ne pou-
ne voulaient annexer la
sur
Le

Washington s’y opposait et

leur but précis étant de pou-

dre économique qu'ils possédent en
Mandchourie. C’est dans ce sens que
le premier ministre Ihukai déclarait
naivement : « Méme si on nous la don-
nait en toute propriété nous refuserions
ce cadeau. »

11 ne restait donc qu’une alternativ
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autonome, indépendant de la Chine ma-
ritre qui, aprés 'avoir usurpée, l'avait
totalement méconnue jusqu’au jour ol
la- technique patiente japonaise en eut
fait une province modéle.

Cette solution, disons-le hardiment,
était préyue et préparée entre les Ja-
ponais et les adversaires de Chang Sue
Liang depuis le jour oli ce dernier se
fut rallié au Kouomintang de Nankin.
C’est elle qui a prévalu et dont nous
voyons, en ce moment, la réalisation,

II. — Le nouvel Etat est-il viable ?
Tres certainement, avec l'aide des Ja-
ponais, aide qui ne lui fera défaut sur
aucun terrain, si ce n’gst peut-étre le
terrain financier, le Japon étant lui-
méme dans de sérieux embarras pour
le moment,

La Mandchourie comprend quatre
provinces : Moukden (Liaoning), Kirin,
Heilungkiang et Jéhol (Mongolie ex-
térieure). Sa superficie est 2 peu pres

‘celle de la France et de I'Italie réu-

nies;- sa population d’environ 30 mil-
lions, dont les trois quarts de Chinois
immigrés pour fuir la mistre. de la
mere-patrie. Ses richesses naturelles
sont immenses, & condition de les faire
valoir méthodiquement. A preuve, c’est
que depuis l’occupation japonaise du
Sud-Mandchourien, le bilan commer-
cial ast nassé de 16 millions de taéls
a plus de 520 millions (8 & 9 milliards
de francs) en 1920.

Les habitants sont en grande maJo~
rité de paisibles agriculteurs ou des
maneeuvres, Les troubles ne viendront
pas d’eux. Les seuls éléments de dé.
sordre A craindre pendant peu de temps
ce sont les pseudo-militaires. qui, au
temps passé, vivaient gur le paysan.
Mais le nouveau gouvernement a dé-

e:lclaré qu’il entendait mettre fin 3 ce

C
.
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sera civil, exclusivement civil, Les Ja-
ponais, au nom des droits qu’ils ont &
protéger et en vertu de nouveaux ac-
cords précis avec la République de
Mandchourie, se chargeront d'achever
le nettoyage des derniers brigands:
(ainsi nomme-t-on les partisans inté-
ressés . de lancien régime, ' sans parler
des vrais brigands qui sont une variété
connue de la gent militaire en ces pa-
rages).

Précédemment, 8o p. 100 des taxes
levées sur le peuple allajent dans la
cassette du gouverneur Chang pour ses
besoins personnels et pour son armée.
La monnaie avait cours forcé 5 le
feng-piao et le liano n’étaient garantis
par rien. C’en est fini de cet arbitraire,
Une bangue centrale’ d’émission va
étre érigée en avril, avec des principes
et une surveillance séveéres, comme
tout ce qui est japonais. Les taxes sont
d’ores et déja réduites et leur emploi
controié.

De ces seuls points de vue, autant
pour ies 3o millions de Manchous que
pour I'Asie en général, la création d’un
Etat modele dans la Chine chaotique
s’annonce événement heureux, dont les
conséquences sont incalculables,

III. — Comment l’accueilleront les
puissances étrangeres ?

Les Japonais ont pris le,seul moyen
qui coupe court } toute vaine récrimi.
nation, Ils n’ont rien annexé ; ils ne
sont rien, officieNement, dans le nouvel
Etat. Mais ils sont partout, i titre de
conseillers, de guldes, de baillcurs de
fonds. Ils sont vraiment jci le dous ex
maching, 1.a machine marchera, elle
marcke déja, parce qu’ils la font mou-
voir. Les Mandchous ont disposé d’eux-
mémes, Ils ont eu dans I’Histoire tant
de prédécesseurs qu'il serait puéril de
les critiguer et que personne ne s’y na-
quera bien longtemps.

laisser la Mandchourie s’ériger en Etat

T

régime de 'omnipotence militaire; tout

4

Au nom de quoi, par exemple, I’Amé-
rique, qui, évidemment, a trouvé son
maitre dans le Japon, peut-elle refuser
sa reconnaissance a I’Etat mandchou-
rien ? Elle a regu notification de sa
naissance. Elle se tait, et c’est tout ce
qu’elle peut faire, Mais ¢a ne durera
pas. L’Angleterre, la France ont éga-
lement regu la lettre de faire part. J’ai
I'impression que n’était la crainte de
déplaire 3 Washington, elles auraient
déja donné leur assentiment 3 la nou-
velle République.

La position la plus curieuse et la’
plus embarrassante -est - certainement
celle de U, R, S. S. En sa qualité de
libératrice des peuples opprimés, elle
ne peut-que se Jéjouir, de: l’emanclpa,
tion’ mandchoue de 1a tutelle des natio-"

nalistes chinois, Elle le ferait sans
arridre-pensée si le Japon n’était pas
le parangon de cette émancipation dont
il bénéficiera plus que personne, sinon
seul. Quant 2 la Chine, ses efforts se-
tont vains. Elle le sait.

On dit : premitre étape vers l'an-
nexion, comme il fut fait de Ja Corée,
par le Japon. Avec le grand spécia-
liste .américain Rodney Gilbert, nous
n’hésitons pas i dire le contraire, du
moins pour plusieurs générations. Car
tel n'est pas l'intérét actuel du Japon.
Plus tard, bien plus tard, peut-étre...
Mais alors, le Japon sera en plein
accord avec une Chine régénérée et leur
ennemi sera commun. Sans le nommer,
comme le fait R. Gilbert, tout le mon-
de 1’a deviné, .

Toute question juridique mise 3 part,
écopomiquement parlant, la création
de 1a Mandchourie, Etat indépendant
épaulé par le.Japon, nous apparait plu-
6t comme un événement heureux,

+ J.C.BALET,
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LA GUERRE EN EXTREME-ORIENT
: ’ “i

nternationalisation”

‘de Changhai

T G G

Lrs ¢ négociations  continuent * 4

«:Cllanghai en vue de-la céssa-

-4 tioh définitive deg hostilités. 1l
semble - toutefois ‘qu'on soit - encore
18in’ d’'un ‘actord. Les informations &
“cesujet sont dlailleurs assez contra-
dictojres.. R
-3ke Japon procéde au rapatriement
d"une partie de ses troupes. Il faut
¢n déduire que le gouvernement de
''okio n’a pas l'intention de repren-
dre les opérations militaires dans la
régiont de Changhai. Mais ccla. ne
veut pas dire quil soit prét i réta-
hlir le « statu quo ante ». On an-
nonce, en effet, que les Japonais se
retranchent fortement dans le sec-
teur occupé et qu’ils y maintiendront
au moins deux divisions.

Dailleurs, Pamiral japonais Abo,
membre du Conseil supérieur de la
guerre, qui avait ¢té chargé d'exa-
miner sur place la situation 4 Chan-
ghai, a fait des déclarations impor-
tantes 4 la presse. I' « Agence Ren-
g0 », qui est Pagence officielle du
gouvernement de 'T'okio, les résume
ainsi : ‘
- L’amiral Abo a déclaré que la zone
de Changhai ne saurait étre entiére-
ment abandonnée aux Chinois, aprés
le, retrait des troupes japonaises.

Il apparait, a-t-il dit, que la meil-
lsure solution, tant dans l'intérét des
KChinois que dans celui des étrangers,
geralt 'établissement d’une zone de sé-
curité, a Vintérieur ds laquelle cha-
¢un  pourrait vaquer A ses affaires
dans la paix et la sécurité. Les Japo-
nals ne défendent pas que leurs inté-
réts, mais aussi ceux de toutes les na-
tions ‘et si les Chinois et les étrangers

pouvalent comprendre les réelleg in-
> 4 3 ,A:h,!nm.&k.!‘-‘al'
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"Non mais,
sans blague!

E Matin nous apporte une nou-
L velle des plus sensationnelles.

Le nouveau « gouvernement »
“mandchou annonce « que des infor-
mations Jui permettent de publier
~que la France, I'Italie, le Japon et
I'sthonie sont favorables, en prin-
cipe, 3 la reconnaissance -du nouve!
Etal présidé par Pex-empereur Pou
Yi. D'autres pays encore se montre-
raient favorables & une . reconnais-
sance de principe ».

Non, mais, sans blague ! On parle

sérieusement de la reconnaissance
de [P'Etat mandehou « indépen-
dant » ? 8j les dvénements des det<
niers six mois ne nous avaient pas:
habitués & ne plus nous étonner de
rien, nous aurions ri aux éclats.
Mais, hélas ! depuis le commence-
ment de la guerre en Exiréme-
Orient, nous avons vu les choses les
- plas abracadabrantes !
* -Les Japonais ont envahi la Mand-
chourie, occupé les capitales des
trois provinces du Nord, chassé les
aufdrités et les troupes chinoises.
Mais, suivant le verdict  compétent
du Conseil de la Société des Nations, :
il n'y a pas eu de violation du pacte
Kellogg. Et lintégrité du territoire
de la Chine, garantie par des traités
et par le Covenant, n'est pas violde,
non plus. Du moins, la 8. D. N, le
prétend.

Les Japonais ont attaqué Chang-
hai, détruit Chapei, bombardé Ia

-ville’ chinoise et ses alentours, du-
rant trois semaines, massacré les
sgldats chinois ainsi que la popula-
tion paisible, vieillards, femmes et
enfants. Mais Messxeurs les membres

] ‘du Conseil de ia. 8. D.'N. n'ont vu 12
aucune agression de la part du Ja-
pon. Dans leur sagesse .gouverne:
menlale,-ils- ont. laissé. l'agresseur |
achever son ceuvre. Ef ilgn'a été:
question de la cessation des hostili- |
tés que le jour ou le .vainqueur a:
bien voulu arréler son offensive.

Aprés cela, pourquoi ne pas « re-:
connattre ». I'Etat mandchou ?

iLe gouvernement « indépendant »
est établi dans ce pays par le com-
mandement japonais. L’administra- A

“MLOB%}S“% lgs mains ~ des Japo-
|IU’
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LA SITUATION POLITIQUE AU JAPON

L'ouwerture de la session de la nouvelle Diéle
japoraise, qui-a eu lieu dimanche, en présence
du mikado, a fourni l'occasion au Parlement
d’adresser solennellement des rcmerciements
aux officiers, aux soldats et aux marins de
T'empire du Soleil-Levant qui ont pris part aux
récentes opéralions en Mandchourie et & Shan-
ghai. Par 13, la représentation nationale a
voulu se solidariser avec les troupes qui onb
accompli une rude tache dans des circons-
tances particuliérement difficiles et on trouve
ici une manifestation de cet ardent patriolisme
japonais qui subordonne toutes les lultes in-
térieures aux considérations de politique ex-
térieure. Mais cela ne signifie pas que l'opi-
nion soit unanime au Japon sur 'action entre-
prise en Mandchourie et & Shanghai, ou du
moins sur les conditions dans lesquelles cette
aclion a été conduite. Les difficultés auxquei~
les on s’est heurté sur le terrain militaire,
I'obligation ou l'on s'esi trouvé de donner les
développements d'une véritable expédition,
comportant I'envoi de 50,000 hommes, a ce qui
ne devait étre au début qu’une opération de
%)Iice, les mécomptes éprouvés & Chapei el &

‘ou-Sung, ol l'objectif militaire n’a pu éire
atteint qu'au prix de sacrifices importants,
enfin, la situation financiére assez difficile &
laquelle doit faire face le Japon & la suite de
la dévalorisation du yen, tout cela provoque
un malaise politique et crée a Tokio une at-
mosphére de crise.

Dans certains milieux on laisse entendre
qu'il est possible que les éléments mililaires
songent & profiter de cet état de choses pour
imposer un gouverhement fort, résolu au be-
soin & avoir recours aux meéthodes et aux pro-
cédés de la dictature pour maintenir la pré-
pondérance du vieil esprit des Samourai; mais

dans les milieux généralement bien informés, -

on dément toute intention de ce genre et on
pense, au contraire, qu’il importe de constituer
un gouvernement de coalition ol les deux
grands partis, le parti conservateur Seiyukai,
et le parti libéral Minseito, seraient représen-
tés, de maniére a assurer le partage des res-
ponsabilités dans la pratique d'une large poli-
tique nationale. Il est possible que le cabinel
Inukai subisse des remaniements du fait de

la démission du ministre de l'intérieur et de |:

I

En ce qui concerne la politique du Japon a
I'dgard de la Chine, I'exposé que le ministre des
affaires étrangéres, M. Yoshizawa, a fait hier a
la Dicte, projette quelques clartés sur les posi-
tions actuelles du gouvernement de Tokio, M.
Yoshizawa a rappelé les raisons qui ont déter-
miné le Japon & agir & S8hanghai, l"agitation
antinippone en Chine, menée avec une vigueur |
particuliére, les injures d’un journal chinois a
T'adresse de la famille impériale, 'assassinat
d’un prébre et de plusieurs ressortissants japo-
nais; toua les arguments invoqués dans les
exposés faits au nom du gouvernement du mi-
kado & Genéve se retrouvent ici dans un rac-
courci qui ne laisse pas d’étre assez impres-
sionnant. La thése de M. Yoshizawa est que le
Japon a tout fait pour éviter une aggravation
du conflit, mais que les perspectives d'accord
ont &lé constamment compromises par Paction
de l'armée chinoise. Pour lintervention de la
Bociété des nations, le cabinet de Tokio a tou-
jours considéré que le conflit de Shanghai était
une affaire purgment locale qui n’était pas sus-
ceptible d’entrainer une rupture avec la Chine
et que la guestion de Mandchourie était aux
mains du conseil de la Société des hations, en
vertu de 'article 11 du pacte. De 1a sa protes-
tation contre l’application de larticle 15 et
I'abstention des délégués du Japon lors du
vote de la résolution du 2 mars de ’assemblée.

Le véritable iniérét de I'exposé de M. Yoshi-
zawa, réside dans les passages ol le ministre
des affaires éirangéres du Japon iraite de la

osition de son gouvernement a l'égard de la

andchourie et de I'Union soviétique, Pour la
premiére, il a dit que Tokio avait regu, le
12 mars, une communication annongant 1'éta-
blissement d'un nouvel Etat indépendant de
' Mandchourie, communication a laquelle le
Japon s’est borné & répondre par un accusé de
réception non officiel. Mais M. Yoshizawa a
ajouté qu'il est persuadé qu'il est conforme &
I'inlérét du nouvel Etat « que son gouverne-
ment respecte réellement, comme Pannonce sa
déclaration, les traités existants, les droits et les
intéréts des étrangers et qu'il adhere loyalement
au principe de la porte ouverte ». Tout porte &
penser que si le ministre des affaires étrangeres
du Japon a cru devoir exprimer officiellement

{

. Sa conviction & cet égard, c’est que son gouver-
nement a recu des assurances formelles & ce

deux autres membres de la combinaison ac-
tuelle, mais si un changement doit survenir,
ce ne sera évidemment qu'aprés la session de
la Didte, qui sera d'ailleurs de trés courte du-
rée. En réalité, les conservateurs sont absolu-
ment maitres de la situation au Parlement, ou |
les élections du mois dernier leur ont assuré'
801 siéges contre 140 siéges au parti Minseito,
B au parii des prolétaires et 11 aux indépen-
dants. Le cabinet Inukai, soutenu par ceite
majorité conservairice, s'est donné pour tiche
de stabiliser la situalion politique, d’assainir la
situation -financiére, d’exécuter un grand pro-

ramme d’organisation de l'indusirie et, enfin,
de régler les questions qui se posent entre le
Japon et la Chine, Il est possible que 'on en-
visage, surtout en raison des mesures finan-
ciéres qui s'imposent, la négessité d'un gou-
vernement de coalition ayani la confiance de
la nation entiére, mais rien ne permet d'affir-
mer jusqu'ici que M. Inukai soit disposé a en-
trer dans cette voie, alors que la majorité dont
il dispose & la Diéte lui permet de gouverner
en toute indépendance. Ce n’est pas la situa-
tion parlementaire qui suscite des difficultés
au cabinet, Le ‘malaise résulte plutdt de 1'état
de 'opinion publique qui se monire inquiéte de
l'avenir immédiat et c’est la pression que celle-
¢i peut exercer qui semble devoir favoriser la
formation éventuelle d’un cabinet de coalition.

!

‘ sujet, Il est d’ailleurs intéressant de rapprocher
|| ce passage de l'exposé de M. Yoshizawa des
J déclarations faites par le premier ministre du
nouvel Etat mandchou & la presse britannique
pour affirmer que la Mandchourie indépen-
dante est résolue & remplir foutes les obligs-
: tions lui incombant en vertu des traités exiz-'
- tants, mais qu’elle n’admettrait la politique de
‘la « porte ouverte» qu’a la condition que celle-ci-
ne portat pas atteinte & ses droits souverains.
Quant aux relations avec les Soviets, le minis-
tre des affaires étrangérds nippon considére
{comme tout & fail désirable que les négocia-
| tions en cours depuis un an avee Moscou abou-
: tissent et que Tokio continue ses efforts pour
sauvegarder les droifs du Japon dans la ques-
tion des pécheries qui, on le sait, est 4prement
- discutée entre les deux gouvernements, )
Ce qu’il faut retenir surtout de cet exposé,
c’est que le Japon considére que ses intéréts en
i Mandchourie ont une importance capitale du
' point de vue politique, tandis que les intéréts
qu’il posséde en Chine sont plutét économiques
1 que politiques, De 14 les deux méthodes, trés
! différentes, par lesquelles le Japon entend ré-
. gler le conflit de Mandchourie et le conflit de
Shanghai. Encore faut-il que la Chine admette’
ce double point de vue et que certaines puis-
sances — notamment les Etats-Unis — se pré-
tent au réglement du conflit mandchou tel qu’on
le congoit & Tokio. : o
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Le reglement de [affaire de Shanghai

Par M. FRANGOIS DE TESSAN

Depuis le 3 mars, on ne se bat plus dans la zone
de Shanghai. Aprés cette date, quelques accro-
chages ont pu se produire encore entre Chinois et
Japenais, mais Pensemble des opérations militaires
était terminé. Les troupes nipponnes ayant dégagé
la ville sur un rayon de 20 kilométres et obligé la
19° armée chinoise 4 se replier — tandis que les
forts de Woosung étaient pris — la face des géné-
raux de I’Empire du Soleil Levant était sauvée, le
Cabinet de Tokio se déclarait prét i conclure un
armistice. A Genéve, M. Sato, au nom de son
Gouvernement, annongait qu’il faciliterait de son
mieux la tiche de la S. D. N. pour le rétabiis
sement complet de I’ordre. De leur cdté, les Chinois
étaient désireux d’éviter de nouvelles hostilités et
souhaitaient ’évacuation rapide de leur territoire.
Il semblait done que ’on devait arriver assez rapi-
dement a4 un réglement du conflit. Cependant,
quantité de difficultés imprévues allaient entraver
la marche des négociations...

La Chine commengait par dire qu’elle n’enten-
drait rien tant que les Japonais n’auraient pas retiré
leurs troupes. Le Japon soutenait cette thése que
I’évacuation aurait lieu lorsqu’il serait en possession
des garanties de sécurité qu’il juge indispensables
non seulement pour lui, mais pour toutes les
colonies étrangéres. L’organisme de Genéve était
fort embarrassé devant ces revendications contra-
dictoires, et il multipliait les avis, les conseils, les
résolutions, afin que fussent pris au plus t6t « les
arrangements destinés 4 rendre définitive la ces-
sation des hostilités ».

Les délégués chinois auraient voulu obtenir une
condamnation morale de leurs adversaires pour
rupture du pacte avant les pourparlers de Shanghai
et ils auralent désiré faire régler la question de
I’armistice par la S. D. N. Les représentants du
Japon, en revanche, liaient la question de ’armis-
tice & toute umne série de problémes d’ordre poli-
tique, administratif et juridique a étudier et a
traiter sur place. Quant aux membres de la S.D.N.,
ils n’étaient disposés ni 4 approuver toutes les atti-
tudes de la Chine ou du Japon, ni & donner a4 P’un
ou l’autre de ces pays le prétexte de se retirer. Il
leur fallait sauvegarder le prestige de I’Assemblée,
trouver une solution pratique qui ne heurtat point
Is sentiments des deux’peuples asiatiques, préparer

aux yeux du monde ’acheminement vers la paix

réelle. Tiche bien délicate!

C’est pourquoi fut nommée une Commission
chargée de suivre les négociations de Shanghai, et
c’est dans cette ville que se déroulent les discussions
relatives a D’armistice définitif qui remplacera la
tréve provisoire établie au début du mois.

Les Japonais, au fond, ne demandent pas
mieux que de sortir-du guépier dans lequel ils se
sont fourrés. Ils ont compris que leur tactique, &
Shanghai, leur avait aliéné de nombreuses sympa-
thies parmi les nations, notamment en Grande-
Bretagne et aux Etats-Unis. Au boycottage pratiqué
par lés Chinois & 1"8gard du commerce nippon, se
sont ajoutées des menaces de boycottage anglais et
américain. Sans doute, le mouvement n’a pas pris
une grande ampleur, mais il a été un avertissement.
Il ne faut pas oublier que les Etats-Unis achétent
80 9% des soieries fabriquées du Japon. Il a suffi
d’un certain nombre de commandes annulées pour
jeter I’émoi dans les milieux commercants de Tokio

Quant au boycottage chinois, ses effets sont
désastreux pour le pays du Mikado. Les importa-
tions ripponnes en Chine ont diminué de 40 9% par
rapport aux chiffres de 1980 et Je 55 9, par rapport
a ceux de 1929. C’est, surtout, dans la Chine cen-
trale ct méridionale que le négoce japonais a été le
plus fortement touché. Hong-Kong et la Chine du
Nord ne viennent qu’aprés. Mais, en ces derniers
mois, le ralentissement des affaires a été tel que les
transactions du Japon n’ont été que de 20 9% a
30 % de ce qu’elles étaient 1’an dernier pour le
premier trimestre !

Si Pon ajoute & ce manque & gagner les frais
de D’expédition qui seraient d’un milliard de francs
—v tant pour Changhai que pour la Mandchourie —
on congoit aisément que le Cabinet de Tokio soit
avide d’en finir honorablement. Pour témoigner de
sa bonue volonté 1l a déji retiré de Chine une partie
de ses contingents et rappelé le gros de ses esca-
dres & la base de Sasebo. Mais il doit tenir compte
d’une opinion nationaliste trés surexcitée et il
n’agit, au cours des négociations qui ont pris une
tournure plus favorable depuis le 14 mars, qu’avec
beaucoup de circonspection. Il cherche & obtenir
des gages pour la cessation du boycottage qui le
géne terriblement.

Quant aux négociateurs chinois, ils sont aussi
ballottés entre des sentiments divers. Ils savent
bien que leur pays est incapable de mener une
guerre 4 bonne fin, mais ils redoutent les eritiques
des clans bellicistes ou des extrémistes de Canton.
Le ministre des Affaires Etrangéres Quo Tai Chi,
qu’assistent les deux généraux de la 19° armée,
Tchang Kouang Nai et Tai Tchi, re¢oivent conti-
nuellement des sommations pour qu’ils pratiquent
une résistance énergique, pour qu’ils réclament au
Japon des inaemnités énormes en réparation des
dégéts causés durant les combats autour de
Changhai, pour que Daffaire soit réglée sans aucune
garantie pour les etrangers. .

Ce sont ces manceuvres, ces accés de xénopho-
bie, ces prétentions outranciéres qui font trainer les

"négociations et paralysent l’esprit de conciliation

qui anime les représentants des puissances a la con-
férence sino-japonaise de Changhai. Malgré tant
de palabres et d’a-coups, les pourparlers avancent
pourtant et ’on a 'impression que I’on s’entendra
sur les positions qui devront étre occupées par les
troupes chinoises, aussi bien que sur la maniére
dont seront retirées les forces japonaises. Si les
derniéres propositions connues sont acceptées, une
Commiission mixte composée de membres des puis-
sances amies surveillera ’exécution du programme
ainsi arrété. !

‘Il n’est done pas douteux que les choses s’arran-
geront dans la zone de Changhai. Ce n’est plus sur
ce terrain que les complications internationales ont
des chances de s’aggraver. Mais la question de
Mandchourie — surfout depuis la création d’un
Etat indépendant — reste entiére. Les nations qui
ont signé les traités relatifs & 1’indépendance de la
Chine que feront-elles? Quelle sera attitude de
I’U. R. S. S.? Et des Etats-Unis? La, nous n’en
sommes qu’au début d’une affaire autrement am-
ple et importante que celle de Changhai...
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From the I'mbessy at Paris.

Extract from LT MATIN, March 24, 1932,

“» LE BOYCOTTAGE

NEST-IL PAS

LA GUERRE »

Quand les Japonais dénoncent
en termes véhéments le boycot-
tage chinois, on n'est évidem-
ment pas obligé de les croire sur
parole ; mais, quand les Améri-
cains, qu'on ne saurait accuser
de partialité en faveur des Japo-
nais, certifient avec des exemples

saisissants ce boycottage, on est,

bien forcé de s'arréter et de ré-
fléchir.

Le témoignage qu'un des pre-
miers « spécialistes » des Etats-
Unis en matiéres extréme-orien-
tales, M. Rodney Gilbert, vient
d’apporter au Herald Tribune
Magazine, est & cet égard la plus
convaincante plaidoirie qui pou-
valt étre prononcée pour le Ja-
pon et le plus terrible acte d’ac-
cusation qui pouvait étre dressé
contre la Chine...

b 2% 2 4

Et d’abord, comment naft et
se déroule le boyeottage en
Chine ?

¢ Un beau matin, nous explique
M. Rodney Gilbert, des affiches sont
apposées dans les grands centres.
Elles sont rédigées en un jargon
hystérique et font appel auxr 400
millions de fréres chinois pour se-
couer la domination étrangére et
venger Phonneur national. Deux ou
trois jours plus tard, dans les rues
des mémes centres, des cortéges de
jeunes gens vétus de robes de coton,
se déroulent, comme par hasard,
portant des pancartes et distribuant
des tracts :@ DUétranger qu’il faul
bouter dehors y est précisé et dé-
signé...

» Si les autorités locales sont se-
crétement d’accord avec les mani-
festants, la procession se termine
par la remise d’une pélition oun le
gouvernement national est invité a
ne pas tolérer un jour de plus la

présence sur le sol chinois des ty--

rans du dehors. En méme temps,
une association des Sauve-la-Palrie
est formée par des agents du Kuo-
mintang el elle nomme un comité
directeur. Ledit comité ordonne aus-
sitot la saisie et la confiscation des
biens ennemis, la perquisition des
boutiques et des banques, Uinterdic-
tion de commercer ou d’héberger
les nationaur du pays en interdit. »

Dés lors, le mouvement est
déclenché. La chasse aux mar-
chandises et la chasse & I'hom-
me s’organisent. Rien ne les ar-
‘rétera plus. ‘

£ %2%% Y

Dans Paffaire actuelle, c’est le
23 septembre dernier, & un énor-
me meeting populaire qui se tint
2 -Nankin méme, en présence de
fonctionnaires du gouvernement,
que le mot d’ordre fut lancé de
boycotter partout le Japon. Les
associations des Sauve-la-Patrie
devaient s’intituler : <« Associa-
tion anti-japonaise » et le cri du
ralliement devait étre : ¢ A mort
le Japon ! »

On compte que, depuis 1908,
c’est le huitiéme boycottage au-
quel le Japon a eu 3 faire face.

1a victime, était un enfantillage.
L’Amérique pourtant ne le prit
pas en plaisantant. L.e départe-
ment d’Etat envoya & Pékin une
note comminatoire prévenant la
Chine qu’il considérait ce boycot-
tage comme <« une conspiration
conire le commerce, une viola-
ti_on des traités et un acte d’hos-
tilité ». En méme temps, la flotte
du Pacifique recevalt V'ordre d’ap-
pareiller... Cela suffit pour que,
dans les quarante-huit heures, le
taotal de Changhai fit cesser I'in-
terdit. Par ailleurs, la Cour su-
préme des Etats-Unis a défini le
boycottage : « UNE ARME CRUELLE
ET IMMORALE D’AGRESSION ».

|

Qu’en pense 4 son tour la So-

ciété des nations ?

Lord Lytton, président de Ia |

commission d’enquéte envoyée
par Genéve en Extréme-Orient,
2 prononcé 3 cet égard des pa-
}1;(1>les d'une fermeté irréprocha-

e:

~- Quand un pays, a-t-i1 dé-
claré au -cours d'un banquet,
s’emploie &, susciter des senti-
ments haineux et agressifs 3
I'égard d'un autre pays, il ne doit
pas s’attendre 4 ce que l1a S. D. N.

intervienne et le préserve des)|
conséquences qui en pourraient.

résulter...

Excellent verdict. Parfaite doc-
trine. On aimerait.la voir rati-
filer par une assemblée, ou l'on
a entendu récemment beaucoup
de gémissements sur le fait que
le Japon avait porté la guerre en
Chine et trés peu de réprobation
sur le fait que la Chine avait eu
recours & < une arme cruelle et
immorale d’agression » contre le
Japon.

Stéphane Lauzanne.
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U CBLU 4T 11UIUIT e mufUDVURST aa~
quel le Japon a eu & faire face.
Mais celui-ci dépassa, selon M.
Rodney Gilbert, tout ce qu’on
peut imaginer en violence et
en brutalité. Comme une trainée
" de poudre, la croisade préchée
. par les chefs du Kuomintang,
qui est I’équivalent chinois de la
Gépéou russe, gagna Changhali,
Hankéou, Canton, Fou-Tchéou et
les grands centres commerciaux:
toutes les principales boutiques
furent fouillées et les marchan-
dises japonaises furent saisies et
emportées ; des milliers de Chi-
nois q1i étaient employés par des
firmes japonaises regurent l'or-
dre d’avoir a3 démissionner sur:
T’heure ; les banques chinoises se
virent interdire de négocier pa-
piers, traites, chéques de ressor-
tissants japonais et méme de
~faire la moindre tractation avec
une banque japonaise ; aucun
Chinois ne fut autorisé a prendre

" passage sur un navire japonais
en partance et ceux qui descen-
daient de navires arrivés étalent
_rossés par la foule, en présence
de la police. Bref, en moins de!
quinze jours, un lacet gigantes-|
que avajt été passé autour de i
'immense commerce japonals et 8
ce commerce avait été propre-
ment étranglé et ramené sur les|:
statistiques au chiffre zéro.
On ne s'en tint pas 1a. Les ré-{
sidants japonais, mis en interdit, |
se virent refuser toute vente de
nourriture et pratiquement affa-
mer. On les assaillit, les .dévalisa,
les ranconna. On en assomma
quelques-uns, le soir, entre chien
et loup, au coin des rues. A
Changhai, le consulat japonais
recut les plaintes de quatre-
vingt-onze familles dont les gos-|
‘ses avaient été cruellement mal-|,
traités au sortir de leur école.f
Il est vrai que, par mesure de
compensation, on emprisonnal
tous les Chinois qui s’étaient
~montrés tiedes dans la lutte, on
lles traduisit en justice et on lesy
! condamna — quand on ne lesy
{ lyncha pas. ‘

VA S

Voila le tableau esquissé &
grands traits. \
M. Rodney Gilbert rappelle —

et I’evocation de ce souvenir his-
torique est intéressante — qu’en
1905 le gouvernement des Etats-!
Unis, ayant promulgué ume loi!
restreignant 'émigration étran-}
© gére, s¢ trouva en présence d'unk
boycottage chinois qui, 4 coté de .
celul dont le Japon vient d’étre
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LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS ET LA SOCIETE DES NATIONS

Le conflit sino-japonais traine en longueur.
Jusqu’au moment ou les négociations engagées
4 Shanghai en vue de la conclusion d’un ar-
mistice auront définitivement abouti, il est fou-
jours & craindre qu’a la suite de quelque inci-
dent sur le terrain les hostilités ne reprennent.
On ne saurait éire surpris, dés lors, que les
controverses qui-se sont instituées & Tokio et 2
Nankin — et qui sont dominées dans la capitale
nippone par linfluence du Seyiukai, lequel
dispose de la majorité au Parlement, et des
milieux militaires, et dans la capitale chinoise
par la pression du Kuomintang sur un gou-
vernement sans autorité — compliquent singu-
lierement la situation et rendent difficile la con-
clusion ferme d’un accord.

Moins que jamais les deux questions qui se
posent actuellement en Extréme-Orient — celle
de Mandchourie et celle de Shanghai — ne
peuvent étre liées. En ce qui concerne Shan-
ghai, on était en droit d'espérer que l'entente
se ferait assez rapidement le Japon n’ayant
aucun intérét & pousser pius loin ce qui ne
devait étre qu'une opération de police et ce qui
est devenu, par la force des circonstances, une
expédition militaire de grande ampleur, tandis
que la Chine, de son c6té, est incapable de sou-
tenir une véritable guerre aprés l'effort fourni

ar la 19°. armée devanl Shanghai. Pourtant,
es deux adversaires éprouveni beaucoup de
peine & s’entendre sur les termes d'un armis-
tice définitif, I'un et l'autre étant préoccupés
surtout de sauver la face pour leur opinion
publique. Il en résulte qu’on s'obstine & discuter
sur des mots et des formules qui ne sauraient
changer en quoi que ce soit la situation de fait.

‘Les propositions faites par le Japon au cours
des pourparlers de Shanghai tendent, on le sait,
3 stipuler le mainlien des troupes chinoises sur
leurs positions actuelles, & plus de vingt kilo-
meétres de la ville, tandis que les troupes nippo-
nes se retireraient a Vintérieur de la concession
internationale, certains effectifs devant rester
temporairement sur le territoire contigu & la
route en dehors de ladite concession. H seraif
entendu, de plus, que la commission mixte
composee de civils et militaires chinois, japo-
nais, franc¢ais, anglais, américains et italiens,
serait chargée non seulement de certifier le re-

trait des forces nippones et chinoises, mais de
prendre des décisions concernant I'exécution

de la retraile des deux armées. Or, du c6té chi-
nois, on n’admet pas que la limite de la con-
cession internationale puisse étre étendue de la
sorle du fait méme de la présence des troupes
japonaises en dehors de la zone de la conces-
sion. L'entente finira sans doute par se faire,
comme il arrive toujours en conclusion de né-
gociations avec la Chine, sur une formule que
chacun pourra interpréter en faveur de sa thése.
mais qui n’en aura pas moins pour effet d’arré-
ter détinitivement les hostilités, :

Ce qui est de nature & faire naitre certaines
préoccupations en ce moment, c’est le mouve-
raent d’opinion qui se dessine au Japon en fa-
veur d'une rupture de 'empire du Soleil-Levan!
avec la Société des nations. Cest & propos de
I'intervention de l'institution internationale de
Gentve dans le conflit sino-japonais en Mand-
chourie que se précisent des intentions qui ne
laissent pas d'étre inquiétantes. Dés le' premier
jour ou le conseil de Genéve fut saisi, en sep-
tembre de l'an dernier, du conflit mand-

chou, le Japon marqua sa volonté de n’admet- -
tre l'ingérence d'aucun tiers dans le réglement :

des questions qui se posent entre lui et la
Chine, Ce fut une erreur, sans doute; de porter
devant le conseil un conflit de caractére local
pouvant étre réglé rapidement par des négocia-
tions directes entre les autorités chinoises et

29, 1932,

japonaises en Mandchourie; mais une fois le |
conseil officiellement saisi, celui-¢i ne pouvait
que s’arréter aux décisions qu'il a prises. Le
gouvernement de Tokio a admis Penvoi sur
place d'une commission d’enquéte, & la condi-
tion que celle commission n'interviendrait en
rien ni dans les opérations de police jugées
nécessaires par les forces nippones qui ont la
garde du chemin de fer Sud-Mandchourien, ni
dans le réglement méme du différend. La thése
joponaise est que le conseil n’a été saisi du con-
fiil mandchou qu'en vertu de larticle 11 du
pacte, qui vise uniquement la conciliation, et
que la Société des nations ne peut prétendre
appliquer au conflit mandchou l'article 15 du
pacte, en vertu duquel la Chine a demandé la
convocation d’une assemblée exiraordinaire
pour examiner-le conflit de Shanghai.

1l y a quelques jours déja, la presse japo-
naise a laissé entendre que le cabinet de Tokio
se propose d’informer la Société des nations de
Tintention du Japon de quitter Dinstitution
internationale de Genéve au cas ou celle-ci in-
sisterait sur 'application de Darticle 15 en ce
qui concerne le conflit mandchou. On considé-
rait qu'il y avait 13 simplement un argument de
polémique, mais que le gouvernement du
mikado n’envisage pas sérieusement une telle
éventualité, dont les conséquences seraient
graves du point de vue de la pelitique interna-
tionale, Or, voici que dans des déclarations pu-
bliques le général Araki, ministre de la guerre,
affirme que le Japon est résolu & faire en sorte
¢ ¢ sa politique en Mandchourie ne soit contra-
rice ni par la Société des nations ni par les
prissances. Si le rapport de la commission
d’enquéte envoyée en Mandchourie révélait ce
que le général Araki appelle « une mauvaise
compréhension continue de la situation », le
Japon non seulement se retirerait de la Société
des nations, mais il interdirait & celle-ci d’in-
lervenir en Extréme-Orienf,

Les déclarations du ministre de la guerre
nippon ont évidemment un caractére person-
nel n'engageant pas officiellement le gouver-
nement de Tokio, Mais, s'il ne faut pas pren-
dre cette menace au tragique, il importe pour-

. tant de réfléchir sérieusement & une éventualité
que 'état actuel des esprits au Japon rend vrai-
semblable dans des circonstances déterminées.
8i l'empire du Soleil-Levant, qui est la grande
puissance dont linfluence est prépondérante
en Exiréme-Orient, venait & se retirer de la
Société des nations et si fout le domaine de
ll’Orient lointain devait échapper désormais au
] contréle de linstitution internationale de Ge-
néve, dont déja la Russie soviélique et les Etats-
Unis sont absents, le caractére universel de
la Société des nations perdrait beaucoup de son
importance. On ne veut pas supposer que le
i gouvernement de Tokio, qui a toujours fail
preuve au sein du conseil et de Tassemblée de
] Genéve du meilleur esprit de collaboration,
puisse se résoudre & un geste de nature a com-
promettre 'autorité morale et & réduire le role
{de l'organisme créé pour assurer le dévelop-
pement de la vie internationale et la consoli-
dation de la paix. De son cété la Société des
nations, qui a été entrainée par les circons-
tances a intervenir dans le conflit sino-japonais
dans des conditions particulierement délicates
et alors qu'elle ne dispose pas des moyens de
faire exécuter ses décisions, doit veiller & ne
pas fournir au Japon un prétexte pour se reti-
rer du conseil de ’assemblée et pour reprendre
son entiére indépendance, ce qui aurait pour
effet de le libérer, dans 12 domaine du lointain
i Orient, de toutes les obligations du pacte.
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The Americen Aimbassador forwards herewith
Mre Werrington Dawson's Special Report No.WeD.
1027, dated March 30, 1938,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, Mareh 30, 1932,

Serial No. W. D. 1027,
SPECIAL REPORT,

Bj Warrington Dawson,
Special Assistant.

SUBJECT: The Manchur Situation as seen
by Doctor dre

Continuing his series of articles on the Far RBaste
situation (see notadly Special Reporits Nos. W. D. 1003/of
Pebruary 6, 1932, and W. D. 1016 of Pebruary 29, 1932},
Doctor Legendre discussed in FYGARO of March 28, 1932, the
(mution: *Is Manchuris Chinese Territory?"

His roi;ly is & categorical No. Lccording to him, it
i3 only the ignorance of Young China which allows claims
t0 be advanced upon Manchuria as well as Mongolie end
Thibet, which countries have not only never formed an
integral part of China but have indeed frequently con-
quered or dominated China., He thersfore compares these
claims to the pretensions of the Kuomintang to place
Indochina, Burmah, snd even Java under its suthority.
~ Casting & backward glance into history, Doctor Le~
gendre recalls that the Manchus at the period when they
dominated China were regarded as enemies rather than as
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compatriols and were always hated. 4s long as the Man-
chu Dynasty ruled in Peking, the Chinese were forbidden
%o migrate into Manchuria. This has been changed since
the 1811 Revolution, the Chinese having inveded Manchuria
pacifically in search of peace and food,

Doector Legendre goes on to remark that the Japenese
also cams at the sams period, having industrial aims and
taking on police duties,

Az for the claims of Japen, Dostor lLegendre considers
that they might be justified, the Japanese in remote times
having frequently been in Manchuria., He adds:

*In connection with Manchuria, there iz soms guestion
$oday of compelling respect by inwoking the Tresty of
Washingtons But who respects that Treaty? Not even the
Chinsse, Have not political clans cut their country up
in sections? Does such a thing exiat as a eompact and
unified China in eccordsnce with the postulate of the
signatories of the Treaty of Washington who, .teking litile
thought for realities, are today receiving a categorical
deniel from facts?

*On the other hand, we must not forget that BEuropean
end American troops are oeceupying certain big centers in
China, This country is consequently subjected to certain
servitudes beceause of the chaos which reigns there. But
the chaos wWould only be inereased if this servitude were

removed."
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In conclusion, Doctor Legendre denies that any pres-
sure was nesded from Jepan to make Manchuris declere her
_ independence. He himself was in Maiden at the end of 1928
A “when he learned without surprise that all the provinciel
g Lou;'\“’b Governors remsined faithful to Cheng Su Liang only becsuse
r(‘qm he protected Manchuria against the enterprise of Nanking.
Chang Su Lieng having forgotten his duty, the Governors
declared their independence and, according to Doctor Lee
gendre, they will never consent to be under the dominas
tion of Young China.

-~

4V

Vexry respectfully,

Ursmmnnnglon st

Warrington Dawson,
Spec 1] Assistant,.

Enclosure:

le Excerpt from FIGARO,
Mareh 28, 1932,
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LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS

La Mandci;.—wie est-elle

une terre chinoise ?

Par le Docteur A. LEGENDRE
Le Kouo Ming Tang, cette poignée de politi-
ciens qui, grace a l'étranger, ont réussi 4 s’em-
parer du pouvoir en Chine, revendiquent la
Mandchourie comme terre chinoise, de méme
la Mongolie et le Thibet. Mais si la Jeune-Chine

était moins ignorante, connaissait quelque peu
Ihistoire de

son pays, elle saurait que les
grands territoires ci-dessus n’ont jamais fait

partie intégrante de la Chine et 'ont souvent
conquise, dominée. Mais est-ce que le Kouo
Ming Tang, qui compte a peine deux provinces
sur dix-huit sous son autorité, ne revendique
pas aussi P'Indochine, la Birmanie et méme
Java ? Il est vrai qu’il y a vingt ans a peine
ie Chinois considérait encore, comme ses tri-
butaires, toutes les nations du monde. « Tien
hia » « sous le Ciel », il y avait lui, le « grand
civilisé », le « pur », et tout le reste de I’huma-
nité n’était que « Mantze », « barbares » mé-
prisables.

Mais j’en reviens a la Mandchourie. Je passe
sous silence la Mongolie olit domine aujourd’hui
le Bolchevik sans que la faction de Nankin ait
jamais songé i protester, pas plus d'ailleurs
que la S. D. N. ou les Etats-Unis, aujourd’hui
si soucieux de défendre la Mandchourie. Mais
le territoire mandchou, qu’est-il exactement ?
Si I’on se reporte a Phistoire ancienne, cette
contrée a été le berceau originel, non du Chj-
nois, ce peuple hybride ethniquement, si mal
caractérisé, mais de tribus nomades turco-mon-

goles, trés guerriéres, qui, au cours des siécles,

n’ont cessé de se ruer périodiquement sur la
Chine et de lui imposer leur loi, leurs dynas-
ties. La derniére de ces tribus conquérantes fut
celle qui, au dix-septiéme siécle de notre ére,
établit 4 Pékin le régne des Ts’inn renversés en
1911.

Ce qu’il importe de faire ressortir, c’est que
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le Chinois n’a jamais reconnu  aucune époque
les'Mandchous comme étant des fréres de race :
au contraire, il les tenait en profond dédain,

les traitant de « Mantze », ni plus ni moins que |

I'Européen. Je parle d’expérience : j'ai en effet
vécu des années dans la capitale du Setchouen,
a Tchen-Tou ot existait un camp d’officiers et
de soldats mandchous avec leurs familles. Or,
ces maitres de la Chine étaient considérés par

le. peuple plutét en ennemis qu'en compatriotes. |

Et si vous aviez 4 vous venger d’un Chinois
importun, il suffisait de le qualifier de « lon
tsai », ou « esclave de Mandchou », pour qu’il
décampat aussitot, vexé & fond. Lors de la ré-
volution de 1911, tous les Mandchous isolés
dans lintérieur furent massacrés par les Chi-
nois, hommes, femmes et enfants,

" Bref, le Mandchou n’a jamais été considéré
par le Chinois comme faisant partie de sa fa-
mille : il a toujours été pour lui ’étranger hai,
Le Mandchou, d’ailleurs, le lui rendait bien :
ainsi la dynastie impériale des Ts’inn, origi-
naire de Mandchourie, interdisait sa terre natale
a tout sujet chinois, Et c’est seulement depuis
la disparition de cetie dynastie en 1911, que le
Chinois a émigré en Mandchourie, émigration
qui a pris un grand développement depuis que
l’gnarchie, sous le Kouo Ming Tang, avec ses
massacres et ses ruines, a provoqué Iexode
d’énormes masses de paysans, Ces masses hési-
taient d’autant moins qu’elles savaient devoir
trouver la sécurité sous la protection japonaise.
-'Mais c’est par un retour sur le passé qu’on
se rend mieux compte de la vraie situation et
du réle historique de la Mandchourie, de cet

immense glacis ol tant de races se sont heur-

tées au cours des siécles. De ces chocs, il ré-
sulta des refoulements, tant vers I'est que vers
I'ouest et le sud. Aucun doute qu'un certain
quantum de la population japonaise primitive
ne soit venu du Continent, de la Mandchouric
et de la Corée. Si Ihistoire n’était }a pour nous
Penseigner, I'anthropologie a elle seule y suffi-
rait. C’est surtout dans le nord du Hondo, sur
lIa mer du Japon, qu’on rencontre ce type ethni-
que.

L’Ainu, d’ailleurs, homme de race blanche,
premier envahisseur du Hondo, est certaine-
ment venu du Continent., D’autres vagues de
conquérants ont suivi : ceux du clan Yamato,
les plus connus, puisque tout Japonais déclare
descendre de ces fameux guerriers.

Bref, la Mandchourie n’est pas une terre chi-
noise ; elle a été, 4 une époque ancienne qui
se compte par siécles, le champ de manceuvre
de tribus ncinades trés guerriéres qui ont, un
jour, ou pénétré en Chine, en Corée et au Ja-
pon, on bien entrepris une longue, trés loin-
taine chevauchée, comme celle des Turcs qui,
partis de Mongolie, finirent par se stabiliser en

Europe aprés avoir enlevé Byzance a la chré- |,

tienté, ) )
Ces derniéres années, la Mandchourie a été

S’
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envahie pacifiquement par les Chinois du nord
pour y trouver la paix et le millet quotidien.
Le Japonais est venn lui aussi, sous laspect
de lindustriel surtout et, de plus, heureuse~
ment, sous celui de gardien de la paix. Un in-
trus, a-t-on dit, ce Japonais : nullement, il réoc-
cupe une place, des lieux que parcoururent au- !
| trefois ses ancétres, soit pour paitre leurs trou-
' peaux, soit pour rompre des lances contre une
.. “ribu voisine, Pour le Chinois, la Mandchourie
était la terre maudite d’ol lui venaient tous ses
malheurs au cours de tant de siécles. Jamais

il ne put lu soumetire, fut toujours. conquis-
par elle, e e

L’émigrant chinois doit choisir : ou collabo-
rer avec le Japonais, ou subir la loi de Moscou
autrement tyrannique.

- A propos de cette Mandchourie, il est ques-
tion aujourd’hui de faire respecter I'intégrité
de la Chine en invoquant le traité de Washing-
ton. Mais qui donc respecte ce traité ? Pas méme
les Chinois. Est-ce que les clans politiques n’ont
pas dépecé leur pays ? Est-ce qu’il existe une
Chine compacte, unifiée, suivant le postulat des
signataires du traité de Washington qui, fai-
sant foin des réalités, recoivent aujourd’hui le
démenti des faits ?

D’an autre ¢6té, il ne faut pas.oublier que
des troupes européennes et américaines occu-
ipent certains grands centres de la Chine. Ce
pays, en raison du chaos.qui y régne, subit donc
certaines servitudes : y toucher serait accroitre
cé chaos. |

‘ Pour en finir avec cette question de Mand- |
chourie, je ferai-observer que le fait d’avoir été

i

conquise par le Mandchou n’autorise pas la
Chine a réclamer le territoire de celni-ci. Une
Allémagne annexée par la France serait-elle en
droit de déclarer la France terre allemande du
fait de cette union ? )

Il faut aussi se rappeler l'existence de la
Grande Muraille : elle fut construite par le Chi-
nois, dans quel but ? Mais pour s’isoler de la’
Mandchourie, pour se protéger contre ses hor-
des. Donc, la Mandchourie, terre ennemie pour ;
la. Chine ! - :

‘Aujourd’hui ce territoire se déclare indépen-
dant : sous la pression japonaise, dit-on, On
exagére : me trouvant a4 Moukden fin 1928,
j’appris, sans étonnement, que tous les gouver-
neurs de provinces ne resteraient fidéles a
Tchang Sué Liang qu’autant qu’il préserverait
14 Mandchourie de toute emprise de la part de
Nankin. Tchang Sué Liang ayant oublié ses
devoirs, les gouverneurs se sont déclarés indé-
pendants et n’accepteront jamais la tutelle de
la Jeune-Chine,

“Cest 12 la tradition, la réalité, Et tous les
| augiires de la S. D, N. n’y changeront rien, Au
lieu de s’hypnotiser sur des textes juridiques,
ils feraient mieux d’acquérir la pleine connais-
" sance des faits géographiques et historiques.

D" A. Legendre,
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REGARDING: gino-Japanese difficulties. Review of Japanese military
action in China proper.
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This emergency removal of the ocapital, although 1t
is considered here to be a temporary, emergency messure,
served to relieve to some extent the fesrs, sc far as
the immediate future was concerned, of Wuhan., It was
felt that the location of the Netional ocapital at
Loyang would render it essential to the Government that
the Lunghei and Ping-Han reilways connecting Loyeang and
Wuhan be kept in operation and that order bs meintained
in Wuhan,

(d) Undeclered Sino-Japasnese War. The inevitable

Japanese military action in China proper, anticipated
in this Consulate General's political report covering
Ootober, 1931, begen at Shanghai on the evening of
January 28, 1932. The first effect in Wuhen of the
news of fighting at Shanghai was nervous uncertsinty
amongst officials and citizens. The Jepenese authorities
hurriedly began strengthening the barricades and other
defenses of the Japsnesse Concession &t Hankow, More
stringent measures were taken by the Chinese authorities
to prevent the ocourrence of any incident that might
precipitate hostilities here, At thet time the whole

degire of the Chinese authorities snd responsible

citizenry
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oitizenry seemed to be %0 &void any demonatrstion or
other move that might give an exocuse to the Japensse
to begin hostilities here,

Shortly thereafter, however, there appesred a
cshange in the attitude of the Chinese militery
officiels and of merchents and benkers at Wuhen. With
news that the Japsnese had thrown shells from naval
vessels into Nenking on the night of February 1, there
was a decided stiffening in the attitude of the Chinese
towards the Japsnese., Responsidble Chinese began to say
openly that the only course left was to meke the best-
resistance possible to any offensive move that the
Japaneése might undertake here,

The Japanese suthorities with the limited forece
at their disposal in Hankow were, however, epparently
gincerely desirous of maintaining tranquillity.

while Hankow's importance was increased and its
status somewhet changed by the cmergency removal of the
National capital from Nenking to Loyang, the feeling
here i3 that the Japanese will not willingly attempt
any military activity in this ares before the Shanghai
situation ie cleared up and tranquillized end defore
the water lavel rises sufficiently to enable the
Japanese to bring adequate reinforcements and supplies
to Hankow via the Yangtse. Even then the Japeness
would, before they oould attempt militery asction at
Henkow, be compelled to answer to their own satisfasction

in the affirmstive, the gquestion of whether or not they
eould
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REGARDING: Conflict between China and Japan. Discussion
of in report made by the Foreign Minister of

Czechoslovakia before the Chamber of Veputies
and the Senate.,
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Rogarding the conflict besween China and Japsn, and the role
played by the League of Nevions in the master, he pointed out thas
this was She first cgeasion on which the League sinsce its ineepsioa
had besn oalled upon o decide upon peses or war in a sonfliot bwtween
a Great FPower and the gg:ﬂuuy strongest and moat extensive state
of Asia. It was a very ;orto\u fispute, and in its oconsequonces
a very reasching oné. 4ill who were interested in the maintensnee
of world peecs, and all who realized what it would mean for the
post-~¥War policy of lurope if this oonflioct could be settled and
the League of Nations Shus strengthensd in its greet mission, were
aslled upon to interest themselves in the diapute. Dr, Bened
brocesded %0 give a dilspassionate acsount of the essence of ths
confliet from the Chiness and Japanese points of view, and then
reforred to the results of the intervention of the lesgue, which °
bad been in toush with bosh perties since September last, The
lsague had secured, first and foremost, at least the cessation of
direct bostilities and batsle on the frons, It had further obdainsd

the
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the eonsent of both sides to participate in negotistions for en
armigtice, und the consent of Jepen to ocommence the gradusl evacuation
of the ersa round Shanghai. This evacuation had ;lready begun.
Finelly the League had the intention of getting the whole compliocated
matter studied by a special commission which would also ocoupy itaelf
with the conflict in Lsnohuris in order to submit in due time
sugzestions for a definitive solution of the oonfliect between the
two States. It wus amphesized during the discussions in the Leugue
that sbould Japan fail in her obligations the League would proosed

to meke use of appropriaste sanctions. Without entiecipating the
outgome of the trouble, or sontending that everything hed gone
according to the wisk of Gensva, Dr. Bened seid the great significsned
of the actuel, oven if only partial, suocess of the League and the
Qecisive manner in which the League had stepped in to preserve peace,
were not to be overlooked., He added that he was not exeggersting
when he declared not only the minor States but also the Great Powers
of Iurope were surprised at the great morsl force and impulse whieb
international diplumacy had demonstrated at Geneva and at the
significant 1Gle which the institutions of Geneve were likely after
all to play in the cuse of a similar confliet in Europe. The Far
Last confliot was one batween dig Powers, it was remote from Geneva
in an area where the interests of the contending parties touched also
those of two of the greatest countries of the world, America and
Soviet Russias, which were not thasselves members of the League, axd
were often indead opposed to its policy. Regarded from this aspeet
the Geneva meeting wes & significant international events whiah,
despite the seepticimm evinced in Europe of Today, was of vast

importanse for the developmsat of the Leagus of Nations, and for

bellef in the possidility of maintaining international peecs through

Geneva. Of great importsnce was also the collaborstion of the
United States in the work of the Lsogue, and the apyreciation of its

efforts by the American Searstary of State, ifr. Stimson.
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By fer the moet importent sestion of the speesh and the one
which nas created the liviiest comaem$ in the press is that
devoted to the proposed Denubisn Federastion and the attitude of
Czechoslovaekia on the question. As Czechoslovekia will ocooupy
8 key position in any such plen her conditions must be of great
interest to ;m. and Germeny. No doubt these have besn discussed
with Terdieu and Sir John Simoa though many express surprise at the
open wey iu which Bened hae stated that Czeghoslovakia will emnter
into no organizatiom, union or federation which does not have the
approvel of Italy and Germeny or which does not inelude the other
members of the Little Entente.

The four prineipal points 1laid down by Dr, Benes were:

1. The Govermment wee ready in sonjunction with the othex
Central Zuropean States namely, Austiria, Hungary, Roumania and
Jugoslavia, %0 explore means for oloser economis and commereial
soopcration between them, It was 6leo prepered to0 take part in
oonferences of the five Jtates and to accept es a basis the 1des
of a preferential system outlined in M, Tardisu's Memorendum.

2, In these endeavors any polisieel aotion, constisusional
reorganisation, or disoussion of a confeleration mist nos play any
pars. The Czeshoslovak Jovernment also excluded any negotiations
for a customs unien between the five couniries oongerned, He hed
commnicated to 3ir John Simon, who originally had beer in favor
of a customs union, his poiitical and econcmic objeetions to the
Plen,

3. The Ozeshoslowsk Government would not eater any negotiations
withou$ Jugoslavis end Foumanis. Completde accord between these
three ecuntries was an esasntial premise $o Czeshoslovak agtion, -

4. The Czechoslovak Government believed shat negotiations could
be successful only if the Great Powers gave their consent amd
scoepted the French inisiative. In ths event of Rome or Berlin

withholding its approval from the plan, Csechoslovakia would nod

take
-
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take part in any negotistions unless thers was eome hope for
success. It was true that 1t would be better if immedinte motion
oould be teken, for seversl of the Central iuropesn countries were
in such a bad finsncial condition that they sould not efford to
wait long, Assistance was very urgensly needed,

After referring in detail to the Premeh, (ermen, and Italian
memorenda, Dr. Bensé said shat he would not eountenanse sny policy
eiming st politieel mx-@etm Austris and Germeny. The
progedure likely to be adopsed would be that the four (Great Powers
conosrned would invite she five suall States to a conference,
probably in Switserland; if en sgreement were reached, them negotia-
tions between the five and $he Oreat Fuwers would ensus, snd if these
were sucoeseful, the next atep would be to provide finanoial

aseigtance to Austria and Hungery.
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REGARDING: Sbanghal situation,

Jepanese began their first aerial bomding of
Chapei 1in the morning of the 20th of Janueary.
Principal demage done was at the Shanghai
Nortk Station.

Arrivel of American Marinee at Shanghal on
February 3rd, 1932,

8¢0G /P6°E6L
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AMIIVAL (F sMERICAR PORCES:
The U.3.3. HOUITUR, earrying sMmirel Teylor =nd a

contingent of some three Mundred murines, arrived on
Foruury Srd. Hicht mited 3tates destroyers arrived
the folluwing day, bringing the total number up %o
swalve. The 3lst Infantry arvrived on board the U.5.T
CHATHCIP and dimembar:ied the following dey. The second
battalion went into poaitiom along Joochow Creek on
Pebrusry 0th and the remainder took over about half of
the front line hwld by the Thanghal Velunteer Corps

oh Fobruary 1Cth.
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PRIZY OUTINE B VILITARY Zrrd:

tp Jamuary 29th, ear}y in the morning, the

' Japanose bezan their first seriul dombing of Chapef,
which was repeated innumeruble tires during the follow-
ing wonsth. 7The pri-cipal dumage dcne on that day was

at the 3hanghel North 3taticm, vhich was directly hit
by a houmb and completely gutted by fire, and at the
Comnercial ‘ress building, the largest printing pross
of its kind in China, which was also destroyed. ibout
noon on Jumaery 29th the Japanese resumed their offensive,
using armored curs, but they were repuleed by the .
Chinese. The next Gay, Jamuary 30th, notwithstanding
the faot that a truce was supposesdly in effect, thers
was @ groat deal of aniping. In attempting tuv stop the
fighting the Japenese, in the afterncon, set fire to a
group of buildinga ed joining the Odson Theatre, just
outside the Settlement boundary, on North szechuen Rosd.
¥o Ciremen were allowed to approash the buildincs, whieh

were red:uged to ruins.
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‘wn . FROM Peiping via W. R.

37 :
13 / —_— “w ‘ Dated April 13, 1932
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430, Aoril 13, 9 a. m. MAPR 13 1932

Following from Harbin:

Washington?

"April 12, 10 a, m.

One. Russian Communi8ts are suspected of serious
but unsuccessful attempt to blow up Surgari bridge on
southern line of Chinese Bastern Railway during the

night of April Sth. -
o
Two. Conditions in region along the east of rg}lwaz

still continue deplorable. From Imienpo eastward ég
12
a

-
el
x
fo¥

nd :
~<x,

Chinese and Russian inhabitants are being vlundecred
maltreated by Chinese soldiers and brigands and Communists
and Kuomintang agitators.

Three. Despite these shocking conditions, Japanese
military are withdrawing the{r troons from that region to
Harbin, Generals Tamon and Amano already having arrived
here. It is suspected that Jananese wish tc impress
League Comaission and bthers that new Kirin troops are
unable to maintain order and that presence of Japanese

troops is necessary.

6208/v6°26L
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Four. Soviet railway cfficials have returned from
Siberia some Chinese Eastern Railway freight cars but
firmly refuse to return 64 allegedly misappropriated
locomotives despite sixteen demands of Chinese railway
directors that they do so. Situation thus caused there
is serious and may lead to far reaching consequences.

Five. Doﬁiﬁaiun informed me he has been made
brigadier general and will go to Japan to assume
command of a brigade and that in case of war between -

Russia and Japan the latter will win®

For the Minister
PEIRKINS
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PR‘E-P‘::?ING OFFICE TELEG RAM hSENIC U i—138 TO BE TRANSMITTED

WiLL INDICATE WHETHER /
—_—— CONFIDENTIAL CODE
Collect

o ' " NONCONFIDE| CODE
Charge Depart;n:nt Bepartmpniﬁ fa@ //'wpu\m

Ny -
Charge to - \ “
whE W}zshmgton,

$
Ap;ﬁi” 13',7/(1932.

nl (\":
AMERICAN EMBASSY
. APR1332
PARIS (FRANCE).

5939

/ L[T;? CONPIDENTIAL. FOR SEdgg;;RY STIMSON'S INFURMATION.
One. Hanson telegraphs from Harbin April 18/that

’g03? conditions in region along the eastern section of the
Zf7¥ Chinese Hastern Railway still continue deplorable, that

11

despite the disordered conditions Japsnese military are

6208/v6°C6L

withdrawing their troops from that region to Harbin, and
that it is suspected that Japanese wish to impress )
League Commission and others that new Kirin troops are
unable to maintain order and that presence of Japanese
troops is necessary.

Two. Hanson adds that Doihars, the Specisl Agent
in Manchuria of the Japanese General Staff, informed
Hanson that he "has been made brigadier general and will
go to Japan to assume command of a brigade and that in

case of war between Russia and Japan the latter will win".

o
(ot
&M?
FE: RSI: EJL
Enciphered by

Sent by operat M,

Index Bu.—No. 50. T. 8. GovERNMENT PRONTING OTICH: 1039 338
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REP TELEGRAM RECEIVED

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- SHANGHAT
fore being communicatddROM

to anyone. - Dated April 13, 1932
Rec'd QEZO 8.m.
Secretary of State, » N ) " Division of X e
§ FAR EASTERH AFFAIRS NG
/L APR 13 1932

April 13, 6 p. m. N, Deptment of State
CONFIDINTIAL FNR THE SECRETARY. T

At a meeting today British Minister and I, Italian

Washington.

Charge d' Affairs and representative of French Minister,
discussed necessity of retaining large forces at Shanghai.

British Minister informed me that he was informing his

oY0S/v6°26L

Commander-in-Chief that he saw no objection from anpoliti-
cal point of view to reducing British forces heré by one
battalion. British Minister stated that he was making
this statement in reply to an inquiry from the Admiral.

I understood that British forces will probably be reduced

by this number shortly.
I have informed Admiral Taylor of the above.

J OHNSON

b REE RGeS 8RR R
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Wy, Wy
80, April 13, 4 p.m. 4/'25‘

Yen told me this mornin

be
ing of the ninetecn which will/hcld on Saturday in order %0

present the Chinese point of view on the Shanghai negotia—

tions. He said that Qhina could not accept the proposal of

8ir Miles Lampson even in its modified form as it contained
Toonditions® for the withdrawal of the Japanese forces and
thus was contrary tgthe Assembly resolution. Fox example,
yithdrawal was not to take effect for six months and then

only if order in Shanghai and the surrounding distriot jus-

tified such withdrawal. WILSON
WSB—KLP

g that he had reguesied a meet- -

~
©
o
©
»
~
a
O
Y
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
. GRAY
A 5

13 %  prow Shanghal vik N.R,

Dated April 13, 1932

Bvisiomet ™
Secrctary of Stateif.; 72 36 o e FAR EAS]’ER!I AF, M,iji’
- CEUMES BENT Tu 4y \APR 2
shington: ,
?’ g ()'\ l‘{_ (u A‘\N[) M. l:U )&{‘ Dq,g,y‘mntofsuts

¥
3
IV

April 13, 9 a.m.

The British Minister has just received a message f;gﬁ
the local office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the
effect that Quo learns from Nanking that the Ohinese Govern-

ment has telegraphed to the Ohinese delegate at Geneva to°

erosS/v¥6°€6L

ask for an elucidation of the question of the time limits
Pending a reply from Geneva on this point, the Chihese Gov-
ernment desires the next meeting of the conference be

postponed for a few days,

WSB-RR JOHNSON
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED
GRAY

From Shanghai via N.R..

Dated April 13, 1932

' RWL;
Secrctary of State, - Division

§’ FAR EASTERY JFFAIRS

T%
z\\-;n

Washington

April 13, 8 p.m. ,
RIS Beem COPIES SENT TO

My April 12, 5 p.m. O.N.1. ANDM. L

oA i v

e
At the suggestion of British Minister for Foreign

Affairs Lampson asked us %0 meet today and we agreed %o

send fcllowing message identically to our several govern—

evY0S/v6°26L

ments, that is, United States, Great Britain, France and
Italy:

"Situation of conferencc is now as follows:

(one) - Negotiations under resolution of March 4 have
reached following impassc.

(two) - Difficulty has arisen under annex one of
draft agreement in that Japanese are demanding that Ghinegi

define their positions eouth of Soochow Oreek and east of
Whangpoo River., OChinese are willing only to define posi-
tions north of Soochow Creek i.e, in areas directly involvec

in recent hostilities,
: (three) -~
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-

3~from Shanghai via N.R.,
April 13, 8 p.m.

(three) — Representatives of participating friendly
powers feel that Japanese are protected in this connection

by Article one vhich provides for cessation of hostilities

around Shanghai including all and every form of hostilities,

and they feel that Japanese should not press this point
vhich should be capable of adjustment if main difficulty
can b€ overcone,

{four) — Main Gifficulty is that Ohinese insist on
a clearly defined time limit within whioh Japanese with~
drawal into the International Settlement and the Extra
Settlement Roads of the Hongkew district should be com-
plcted in accordance with first sentence of Article No,
threc. Japanese have made it abundantly clecar in the oourse
of tiac ncgotiations that they are not prepared to fix any
such time limit maintaining that the reduction of their
troops to such numbers as apnears absolutely necessary in
Settlement, et cetera, must depend on restoration of
normal conditions of security. Foreign representatives
understand however that Japanese would be willing to make
a declaration to the effect that !'As soon as local conditioxn

in
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3-from Shanghai via N.R.,
April 13, 8 p.m.

in and around Shanghai return to normal - and they hope
that conditions will have so returned within six months
or sooner —~ the Japanese troops will be further withdrawm
to the International Settlement and the Extra Scttlement
Roads in the Hongkew district as before the incident of
January 28, 1932.!

(five) - Foreign representatives feel that they have
done all they can to bring the two sides together and that
if any agreement is to be reached China should either
accept the above declaration or else sign the agreement
as it stands relying upon definite undertaking in regard
to withdrawal contained in the first sentence of Artiocle
No. three,

(six) — The foreign representatives submit that the
Assembly might help towards a speedy conclusion of the
agreement as already drafted if the Assembly would record
a pronouncement that they have noted the results so far
of China negotiations carried on in accepting the resolu-
tion of March 4 and that they interpret the first sentence

of.
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April 13, 8 p.m.

of Article three as clearly meaninglumm, that the Japaneseé

Government thereby undertake to complete at an early date

the withdrawal of the Japanese troops” .

JOHNSON
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Pﬂla’l:!RING OFFICE TE% R&# éENT

1—138
WILL INDICATE WHETHER TO BE TRANSMITTED
Collect —47%?._,. . CONFIDENTIAL CODE
C NONCONFIDENTIAL COD
Charge Department < ONC CODE

/\ é o O“,:‘ PLAIN

Charge to /

S BN
: '»’*Aprll 13, 1932.
2 NAPRL S B2 <)
AMERICAN MSY ey
PARIS (PRANGE).

/ ‘4'(’ FOR SECRETARY STIMSON'S INFCRNATION -- SHANGHAI
NEGOTIAT IONS.

One. Refggring to the Department's No. /qgf;f

April 13 // QC/?V~—the Department has ;gnce received
oY 3
from Johnson whder date of April 15(/; Pelle, copy of
/
/
the following identic message whiéh is being sent by

the representatives of the United States, Great

eY0G/¥6°€6L

Britain, France and Italy to their respective govern-
ments:
wUCTE
(Telegraph Room: quote text of message
contained in Shanghai's telegram of
April 13, 8 p.m., copy attached.)
UNUOTE
Two. The QUOTE first sentence of Article three
UNQUOTE referred to in the foregoing message reads as
follows:
wUOTE In accordance with the program regulating
withdrawal as shown in annex two to this agreement the

Japanese

©. 8. GOVERNMEXT PUDTING OVTYOR: 1020 1—138
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Japanese troops will withdraw to the International
Settlement and the Extra-Settlement Roads in the Hongkew
district as before the incident of January 28th UNqUOTE.

2
derg

N AMA

FE: RSM:EJL

Enciphered by

Sent by operator

Index Bu.~—No. 50. U, 5. 0OVERNMENT FaOTIVG ornow: 19 1—138
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NAME 11127 oro

FROM ..China..
TO

REGARDING:

The Mitsu and Mitsubishi interests will loan to the new State of
Manchuria 20 million yen and asnother additional 20 million yen will be
loaned to the state through the Bank of Chosen.
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PLAIN

Peiping via N. R.
Dated April 6, 1932
Ree'd 2:25 a. m.

Secretary of State,
Washington.

411, Aoril 6, 11 a. m.

Following. from Rengo News Azency, Tokyo, April 4th:

4]

7 "At first the South Manchuria Railway Company was to

/]q accomnodate the desired lecan of twenty million yen to the

i

State of Manchuria, but now that the Litsu and Mitsubishi
interest havins come out with the offer of taking up the
loan money will be advanced by them. The loan bars
interest and uncovered, to be redeemed in five years.

It is further leased the iMitsu and Litsubishi
concerns will put up ten million yen each, which will
be loaned to the State of Manchuria through the Bank of
Chosen. As the Kwangtun army was originally approached
for the loan, matter will be referred to General Honjo,
and on his avpproval, the question will be decided upon

at today's Cabinet meeting."

For the Minister

PIRKINS

/)AL S g 4 f
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Tel,#435 from China (Perkins) of Apr.l4, 1932,
1lam, and Tel.#59 to Geneva for Stimson of Apr.15,
1932, Spm, are

.

FILED IN THE CONFIDENTIAL FILE

GYOG/ V6 "6 L
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED .. . ¢a SEwT 10
ngu,,.., L AND “,,.%

i

Peiping via N. R.

Dated April 14, 1932 1}

R a ﬁlv ision of W U
Secretary of State,

Washington.

435, April 14, 11 a..m,
Following from American Consul General at Harbin:
o —————————
"Avril 13, noon.
One. At 10:30 pe m. April 12 a Japanese military
_train carrying a motor car detachment and ammunition and

consisting of locomotive, one passenger and several

av0S/v¥6° 264

converted freight cars when passing over a bridge ten
miles (#) on its way to Harbin over the Bastern Line
the Chinese railway ran into explosives placed on the

tracks, according to the version of Soviet railway

bolts from rails, according to the Jajanese version.
The locomotive and four cars toppled down the embank-

ment, the vpassenger, four freight and eleven flat cars

officials, or derailed due to the previous removal > g
2
o

were destroyed, one officer and ten privates perished

in the flames, about fifty privates were severely injured
and eleven automobiles destroyed. Railway officials
state that this is the most serious catastrophe on the

line m
&
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2- #435, from Peiping,Apr.14,1la,m,

line in Japanese histéry., Identity of guilty still
unknown ¢

Two. Three sticks of dynamite with dry battery
attached were discovered last night on same Eastern
Line two miles from old Harbin."

"April 13y 3 p. m.

One. In an interview with the press yesterday
General Tamon stated that Japanese troops would not
take part in operations to clear the east line of the
railway of undesirable elements but if the new Xirin
troops prove unequal to the task the Japanese command
would take action, that Japanese efforts to elear the
district near the Siberian-Korean frontier were
hampered by the unwillingness of the railway to place
at the disposal of the Japanese military the necessary
number of echelons for moving troops to the Eastern
frontier, and*;ﬁat in order to eliminate banditry in
Manchuria large numbers of troops and two or three years

time are required.

H
P

Two. It is becoming increasingly apparent that the

anticipated in clearing North Manchuria of Chinese

j Japanese military will have more difficulty than they
!
3

irregular soldiers and bandits.”

= For the Mialster
PERKINS
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PREPARING OFFICE
WILL INDICATE WHETHER CONFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect
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OR

 4,-

g,

NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

Charge

3 go%g

Washington,
April 15, 1932.

&7 _
d / STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETARY.
One, The American Legation &t Peiping telegraphed

Ed v)é‘( T v iaciden 7]
under date of April 14/, 2 pe. m., that it was reliably

S

informed that Koo had privately been warned by Yoshide,

the Jepanese assessor, that it might not be safe for

s
{ svos/veceL

93,01 Pom v

Koo to accompany the Commission to Manchuris. | 124
Two. The Legation/&tﬁ?eiptng/on April 157/
En———

transmitted

a8 telegram from the Consul Generael at lukden dated Apgi}_}f
reporting that Ohashi, ex-Japanese Consul General at Haerbinm,
and Kawaseki, until recently a Jepsnese Foreign Office
official attached to the Harbin consulate, are attached to
the Changchun Foreign Office and are busily engaged in
prepsring documents to be given the League Commission by the
Manchuria administration; that it is believed that objection

to Koo emsnates from this quarter; and thaet Japanese appear

g
Z
S
é
b
=
t‘
=

to be the only active members of the Changchun edministration.
iR Qf ;05/5
Three. The Legation on April rensmitted a telegram

from Hanson dsted April 13, to the effect that it was becoming

Enciphered by __

£

U 8. GOVEENMDN FRINTIG oviCE: 139 1138

Sent by operator

Index Bu.~No. 50.
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increasingly apparent that the Japanese military would have
more difficulty than they enticipated in clearing North
Manchuria of Chinese irregular soldiers and bandits, and
that General Temon, in an interview with the press on
April 12, stated that large numbers of troops and two or

three years time were required to eliminate banditry in

Manchuria.

Sent by operator

Index Bu,—No. 50.
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";Yh‘\s cable wes ek T 2“” mdtd nf gtatQ PLAIN

Charge to | 11 shguli Br merwibiiy Bo i Nels umiore |
’ BeiHE ARG 18 RIIRTE Washington,
AMEMBASSY, Lf 6\

PARIS (France).

|45 .

i
CONFIDENTIAL FOR SECRETARY(STIMSON'S INFORMATION./
SHANGHAI /NEGOTIATIONS ./

One. According to reporté‘received from(Minister'
Johnson’since your(departure,'it appears that/the negotia-
tions/at/Shanghaf havekreached(a‘deadlockg kThe Chinese
insist that'a definite' time limié be(set‘within‘which thel
Japanese troops\will withdraw into the(International .
Settlement end the %xtraiSettlemenJ road area'as beforel

Ve { { v
the 1ncident‘ of January(zs. " This the Japanese‘refuse. }

Vabh0G/v6°E6L

On April/lz %he Chinese representative 1nformed{Johnson
that he/had/telegraphed(Yen‘at(Geneva(for/;dviceland that\
he/ hoped’ to havJ 1nstructions/41thin a fortnight. Johnson
states that for the moment interest lies in attitude of
League; that negotiations at Shanghai are indefinitely
postponed; thet Minister Lampson has booked passage to
return to Peiping leaving Shanghei on April 16; but that
he, Johnson, proposes to remain at Shanghai until satis-
fied there is definitely no further need for him to remain.
Two. In commenting, Johnson states that it seems

fairly clear to him that the Japanese have been using the
Enciphered by

Sent by operator

Index Bu.—No. 50.
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\
negotiations for the purpose of obtaini% time to /consolidate ¢

their \militark position at/Shenghaify that they| intend to
hold an grea Between the Ii;nternational Settlement Fnd JWoos(mg/
as a\eledge\to force p:he Ci‘lin se lto accep} terms Yln connectioﬁ
with(boycott;\ antilJapenese /Z;tivities \and othey {uestions;’
possibly{ even\ questiont{ relating to \Manchuriaé “and thaj//theyf
expech such \pdlitical ‘questions po be\brought before g l#ound (
table conference.// Johnson‘further Ltafes \o{1 Chinese suthor-
1ty\ that™Chiness \military\ i‘efuse to\sign fany agreement\ that)
doesﬁnot\set a\time limit'for the\withdrawal of \the Japenese |
troops \and that hinese‘!political\ elements are encleanroring|
to\capifalize ithe situation\, which\places \Nanking‘fin al
delicate ‘posit 1on.(\

It would seem \thatT Johnson lmd\ Lamp\son\have\ patientlyl
and r\esource'fully\‘pressed for‘ an agreement\ meking \many{ sug-
gestic;ns\but without\succesé\. I

Three.\ In the ‘opinion bfl the \Fer Easterd Division} the
situation ks thiﬁ:{ (a) {the Japanese{ having\?ngaged 1n[
military operations' at "Shanghaﬂwith?certain abjectives)
refuse to lagree tol withdraw (bheim troops\ unless 'and\ until
they\are satisfied \that their\objectiveé’have been\ to &l
sufficient (extent \attained;‘» (b) (the Chineseé, confronte} with

Enciphered by

AY

the lpresence or,an\invading\military‘force fvhich 1s(there \

Sent by operator

Index Bu.—No. 50.

v. 8. GovpmsuriT rRIvTG amvics: e 1138
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for the purpose of bringing pressure to bear upon them,
decline to enter into an egreement which in effect would
comit them to an assent to the presence of that force,
unless, as a part of the esgreement, they can obtein in return
a pledge which would preclude the continuance for an
indefinite period of the presence and pressure of the
invading armed force. The two positions are scarcely
reconcilable; to achieve an agreement one side or the
other would have to yield; there is little if any room
for compromise; the likelihood is that the situation will
remain in statu guo indefinitely unless (a) one or the
other of the disputents mekes new military moves or (b)
outside pressure contributes to its liguidation.

Four. For Johnson's guldance, the Department on
April 11 telegrephed as follows: QUOTE The Department
epprecietes the difficulties which confront you in the
negotiations; approves the attitude which you have teken;
hopes that it may still be found possible to persuade the
Chinese and Japanese to reach an accord; and awaits your

further reports on the matter UNQUOTE.

Enciphered by

Apr. 15, 1882 F.u.
1R

©. 8. GOVERSNMENT PRINTING OnICR: 2029 1138

Sent by operator

Index Bu.—No. 50.
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REGARDING: Sino-~-Japane g0 conflict,

Debate in the House of Commons on =
summary of given,

9y 08/ ¥6° 6L
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The House of Jommons on Xaroh 28nd wes the scene
of an extended and important debsate on the Fur Lastern
situation. 4Ar. Lansbury, leader of the uppoeition,
contrasted the relisnce which China had placed upon
the League for the gpettiement Of the ounflict with the
determinsblon of Japan to settile the matter without
regard to its treaty obligations. He believed thut
the League had finally, though belaetedly, taken & fim
atand in defense of its prinoiples, a large part of
the oredit for which he wae glad to atiribute to iir
John Simon. ¥r. Lansbury then turned to Manchuria
where, he sald, Japan had set up u puppet government
witich was atiempting to seize sontrol of the Chinese
maritime customs end thus prejudicing the rights of
othey interested powers.

5ir austen Chemberlain replied w th a defenase
of the League and of British policy towards the Leajue
in the matter of the present dispute. He Buid that
Jreat Britain maintuined an attitude of friendship
towards both the parties to the diaspute and that it
was necessary for Great Britein to preserve an
attitude of impartiality for the present. He belioved
thet in the cirocumstances the League nad done remarkabl

well by ashowing oonaideration towards both sides;
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any other svurse of wotion, in his opinion, would have
involved the application of sanetions, whioh would
have brought %0 an e¢nd any pos:ibility of the ._eugue
remsining a8 & wmorsl foroe.

Jir John Jimon, replying for the (uvernment, said
that Brituin 1s prepared to aszume all its obligations
as s member Of the League. He conceived it to be
egsentinl, however, that & oleur distinotion should be
nade between the powers of the league as a mediatory
organ and its coercive powers, 8s he did not believe
that threat of coercion wnould promote the efforts
which the lecague was meking to mediate between the two
disputents, ¥With respeot to :dsnchuria, he saié that
the rule whioch the British Government ia following in
Lenersl ls to reserve any declslon us to what it might
do until the Yar tastern Commission of the League hed
rendered ite report. Jo far as regognition of the
new Janchurian regime is concerned, he gaid thet
Great Pritain, being one of the signatories of the
Hine rower Treaty, would not countenance any violetion
of China's sdministrative or territorial integrity.
st the same time he did not rule out the possibility
that there might be & subdlivision of Chine. In the
same way, Great Britain would not tolerate any inter-
ference with the Chinese meritime customs in ifanchuris,
whioh would prejudice British and other foreign
intereats; but so far us he knew, the Munohurian

regime proposed to do no more in this respect thanm
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had been done by other independent regimes set up =*

various times in other parts of China.
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REGARDING: Department!s plan for a solution of the Manchurian problem,
Certain officers of the Department have dramn up an outline -ef-smw=eut~
dime of a plan for the solution of the Manchurian problem, which con-
templates the reestablishment of a Chinese administration in Manchuria
and the negotiation of a new and conmprehensive treaty., Plan is being
mailed,

LY0OS /VY6°26L
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mai TELEGRAM SENT

Tais telegram must be

closely poraparéscd be- April 12, 1932, 5 p.m.
fore being cormunicated

to aayune,

AMERICAN LEGATION

PEIPING (CEIKA)

104

Your 435, April ¢, ¢ p.m,

STRICTLY COXFIDEXTIAL FOR BLAZESLEE.

Cnc. Ofdicers of the Department have vecn iving
serious trought to finding some heloful suggesticns toward
a practical solution of the probler relaiillg to ﬁanchur{a
to waich question you will presumab’y sotaer or later aave
to zive considoration, Assuning that any such sclution
rmust, as far as possible, take into consideratics the in-
torests and views of the Chincsc and Japancsc Governments
and the nrinciples agreed upon in the Covenant of the
League of Nations, in the Ninc Power Trcaty and in the
Kellogg Pact, thorc nas been prepared by certain cfiiccrs
an outlinc of a plan whichk, altiough perhaps not cntircly
corprenensive, includcs ccrtain features wiaich 2izht 2have
sugsestion valuc.

Two. Tae project contemplates as an initial step the

conclusion of a preliminary agreemcnt between Criina and
Japan
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2- 104, to Pciping, April 13, 1932

Japan to cnter into direct negotiutions rclating, first,

to the reestablishment of a termporary Cihincse adrinistra-
tion in Vanchuria; second, t0 the reestablishment of a
permanent Chinese administration in Manchuria, togethor
with quertions of security and protection of forcign rights
and. interests; and third, to the negotiation of a new com-
prehensive treaty.

Thrce. The Department is sending you by povc: in
care of the Legation at Peiping a copy uf this outline
plan for such use as you may care to makse of it, in whole
or in part, as upon your own initiative and reSponsibiiity.
The plan should reach you about June first, but if in the
interin you should find it urgently desirable %o have it
before that date the Department will consider cabling a

SULIALY,

FE:JEJ: VDM
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED,,

Shanghai via M. R.
Dated April 15, 1932

Rea!d.IO;aQ a.Me.
Division of W\ _

COPIES SENT TGMesTeR! Ko

_Secratary of Statyq,

BN LANDM. L.

Washington.

Anril 15, 4 p. m.

Chinese have apparently moved a reg%pent of 3000
troops into the viainity of Hungjao, southwest of Inter-
neational Settlemeﬁt, and strong jatrols of that body of
troops have been sean moving northward in the direction
of south bank of Soochow Creek. This will bring fhem i
into contact with left flank of Shirakawa patrol zone.

I understand the Japanese consider this a threat to the

left flank of their main position.

JOHNSON

2

8¥0S/v6°c6L
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE _.___.893.00 P.R/36..__. FOR .. #.138

FROM __S18M . oo ceenee (.Kaufman ) DATED . March 89,1932
TO NAME 1—1127 aro

REGARDING:

Sino-Japanese dispute holds the interest of Siam but the only disturbemces
that have been caused has been the result of the foreign element.
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D LTLUJAYANELSY TISIVTE,

ihe Jino-Japanese dlsyuie vontinues to hold the oaﬁter
of i{nterests in the limited foreign newe  hich resches Bangkok.
Iv 18 recorted thet during rebruary s nurber of threetening
letters were recelved by the Jspanese lLePation stating that
serious consequernces would result i1f the Japeneae do not
leave Ziam fomedlately., It 18 belioved that theane letters
were vritten by Individual <iinese and do not represent the
feeling of the rajority as poal of Lhese are iredes~-people
#{th thelr cnlef intersst in life centered in their tradey
these trades-peoples leve considersble business with the
Japanese and they woulé do nuthing thust would interfere with
their business., It is revorted that there Las been one at-
taek by Clinese uj,on & Jaysness storekeaner vith the intent

of destroying

of destroying the store but this wes fruatrated by ihe po-
1ioe who lave arrested tle vioters, 'n the sece night,
zislead by the false rumor of & brillisnt Chinese victory,
soveral thousard Chinese ettempted 1o celebdrete in viviation
af the polloe regulations which require that ermisaion for

s.ch celebrations rust be obtained in mivengs. Upon the ine

tervention of the police a riot eususd in which the pollce

were stoned Ly the rieters, sho vers dispersed uniy by the
use of a [ire hose, The affair sndsd itk the arres o about
120 rioters and the Injury o & surher =f policezen. 11

Lut ten of these have bteen relesssd wnd the.e, 1t ie untere

stond, will be deported,
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APril 14 veey

. )£50

The Honorable
Hugh R. Wilson,
Amprican Minister,
Berne.
34r:

There is encloged for your information coples, as
1listed below, of certain telegrama received by the Deﬁart-
ment in eonnection with developments in Manchuriza for the
period April 6 to April 13, 1932.

In the event that other governments are communicating

q
Q
c!
Q
N
~
&)
@)
'Y
©
>

to the Seoretary General of the League of Nations informa-
tion of similar charaoter, the Department would have no
objeation to your communiocating to the Secretary Genersal,
for his discreet use, confidential as to source, the in-
formation contained in the enclosures to this inatruotion.
The Secretary Genersl should not disclose the names or
dealgnations of persons mentioned in these mesaages.

Very truly yours,

W B. Centie] gp2

Aeting Secretary of State.

Enclosures:
Telegrams from Peiping;
406, April b,
409, April 6,
410, April 6,
416, April 7,
419, ipril 7,
April 8,
April 9,
April 13. (Extract)

"

FRopm b,
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

GRAY
Shanghai via NR
Dated April 16, 1933,

Recd 3:42 a.m,

.

PP v,
- g g
> . M "’4""0./ ,;_m-—-‘;,-(__

Secretary of State & % i Co L -3:77‘ v Dxuuonof‘\

iy

: sV (\l\,l g ;
Washington, ~*=—-w. srnﬁ*i)
- ] l f
Dopartment of State

April 16, noon,
’ S0€8

My Apr%i’lg[/4 Pem.

Military Attache learns that Chinese Governmznt

08C3/¥6°26L "

has ordered local commander to withdraw his strong patrols
to their original positions and to use only small patrols
if necessary, This seems to satisfy the Japanese.

Please inform War Department of the above and

my April 15, 4 p.7,
JOHNSON .

E6l R Y Hdy:
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

g 393.1111 Baker,Charles/63 Tolf- llam

SE|

1509/v6°26L

Shanghai (..Johnson ) DATED
NAME

FROM
TO

REGARDING:
Unwise for Johnson to proceed to Nanking saying that he was going
there in connection with the Baker kidna’ping case.

R
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P
I ffj R/:
. e —
l & M(‘.& .
fe———evi e DEPARTMENT OF STATE
_ THE UNb... SECRETARY |

f X DivISION OF FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS
AFR 18 1932 April 18, 1932.

H Vi,
DePanTMENT OB SEATE
Minister Johnson is referring to pera-
graphs five ané six of his telegrem of April
13, 8 p.m,, which, edited to show what has
been decided upon in Geneva, are as follows:

"Five. Foreign representatives feel that
they have done ell they can to bring the two
sides together and that if any egreement is to
be reasched Chines should....sign the agreement
as it stands relying upon definite undertaking
in regerd to withdrawal conteined in the first
sentence of Article III (which reads: 'In eac-
cordance with the program regulating withdrawal
as shown in Annex Two to this agreement the
Jepanese troops will withdrew to the Internatiar
al Settlement Roads in the Hongkew district as
before the incident of January 28th.')".

Note: The difficulty in regard to the
time 1imit question arises out of a provision
found in the second sentence of Article III
which permits Japanese trcops to remein ten-
porarily but indefinitely in certain localities
outside of the Settlement and its roeds.

"SiX. sseesesthe Assembly would record

a pronouncement that they have noted the results
so far of the negotiations carried on in accept-
ing the resolution of March 4 and that they in-
terpret the first sentence of Article III as
2iearty meaning that the Japanese Government

; thereby undertake to complete at an ear

¢ the withdrawal of the Japanese troops."ly date

JEJ:EMU
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~E

TELEGRAM RECEIVED | 'V _

nED E . Department of State
“%

A portion of this
telegram must be closely

garaphfased before being
ommunicated to anyone.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

PRIORITY.

April 18, noon.
' "/5043 395, )= Gk /o),
My April 13, 8 p. m., and April 18, 11 a. my.

———— / -
e et

One. Tampson and i have just been informea that

Quo is returning from Nankine tomorrow expecting to

cE0a/¥6°S6L

resume negotiations with the Japanese. (END GRAY)

Two. With reference to my telegram of April 13,

o 43 —

€ p. my, Lampson has information from his Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs to the effect that

committee of nineteen at Geneva will adopt second

CEBl 33 BdY

alternative mentioned in paragraph five thergof and
will probably pass a resolution following lines
suggested in paragraph six thereof.

Three. I propose to return to Shanghai on April
20th as Lampson and I consider that the time is probably

ripe for bringing local negotiations to a conclusion.

J OHNSCON
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COPIES SENT TO |
0. N ' F‘NDN’ 1.5

/

AMERICAN CONSULATE
¢ GENERAL, ADVISER
193847 ), 1932

Mukden China, March 29,
DEPARTW T OF STATE

APRCL G &

‘éi

D,. wicn of . \
ik \

y Hl\ EAS “‘ghr r\

THE eHoNORAsL.E
THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
WASHINGTON.

nave the honor to enclose herewith g copy of

G
my despateh No. 563 to the Legation at Peiping, China,

dated March 29, 1932, on the above subject.

Respectfully yours,

American Consul

/g S

1Vcd
Encloswre: Bece

CEBL R B Hdy
QuILg

Copy of despatch No. 563
to the Legation at Peiping.
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AMERICAN CONSULATE GiNEZRAL

Mukden, China, March 2¢, 1932,

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Some Sidelights on the Japonese
Ceoupetion.
The Honorable
Nelson Trusler Johnson,
smerican Minister,

Peiping, China,

I have the honor %o report a few incidents which
throw éome sidelight on Japsnese methods in Maachuria
as well as show the lengths to which the Japanese
will go in the furtherance of their schemes.

In the local branch of one of China's leading
banks, some of the prominent officiesls of the former
government had personal funds on deposit on September
18, 1931, since when these funds have been impounded
by the Japanese in control. There 1s‘also on deposit
in this benk $2,500,000 belonging to the Paiping-
Liconing Railway. Recently the Japanese military
demanded that these deposits be handed over, the
spokesman being a lieutenant. The demand was refused
and subsequently a higher officer appeared at the
bank to offer an apology for the mistake that hed
been made. It 18 thought that the plan had been con-

cocted in hope of seouring the money by overawing
o the
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the menoper and thet when 1 misearried the zpolo.y
wos off-red, 1t is understo d thet the Jopenese heve
given the benk parmissicon o pry these psrsonsl fundas
to the individucla themselverm upsn thelr persocel
appliestion or upon the gpplicetion of their quelified
representetives., They eannod, however, he transferved
to other hrenehes of the bsuk. This sprears to be
a clever move Yo induce some of ithese offfeluls to
return to Mukden, the Jeperness desiring, no doudbt,
to induce theu 0 reoept positions in Lthe new Governe
ment, In this comneotion It may bo stated that
Hatne shih-llen { P & ﬁ? }, who wsz slosely ssseoi-~
ptod with Mershel Cheng Hsueh-lisnz, s mentioned
es the future Chdefl of vrelies &t Chengohun and that
Fao Chi-yt { és gL 3% 1y former Lirector of the
Yekinpelivoning Qailw y, and sevors)l others ars rezdy
Lo return,

ipother interesting report hes been heard that
the private runds of Chene Hsueh~liecng in the 2ank
af Chosen mnd Tokohsme Jpeole Beak emounting to ebout
Yen 10,000,000 have for the most pert diseppesred.
These 4depoxils werc subjest to witudrewsl by checks
beurins the personal ohop of Chsng Hsuehelirng whisch
haé been in the posaession of Lu Wu—t'in&f(~§§ i?-/ﬁ_ e
the former director of the Hank of the ihree Leatem
¥rovincea, Wu En-prei ( A 3%}, the present
direetor of the benk, is in posaeseion of this ohop
and mecardins to my informasion hes Adrewsn lsrge checks
on these deposits, Colonel Dothara,wno wes recently

prosotad, received Ten 3,000,060C for the Tientsin
- arrair
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affair, during which Henry I''u Y1 was spirited away
on a Japanese destroyer tc Newehwang. Mr. Wu, it
may be added, 1s & close psrsonal friend of Mr., 3udo,
tke Japarnese adviser and actual director of the Three
Zmstern Provinces Bank., A large cancelled check
drawn on these deposits has been seen by the inform-
snt. The above two reports have emsnated from a
reliable source and ares believed %o bs relicble.

3ome wecks ago a member of the Chinese staff of
the locul Post Office wusg arrested and detsined by
Japenese gendermes for six hours for heving written
a letter in which responsidbility for recent develop-
ments in Manchuria wes attributed to the Jepenese,
While under detention he was forced to sign a state-
ment to the effect that he would never oriticize the
Japanese sgain, Recently he was re-srrested because
a report of his former arrest appeared in a Chinese
newspaper in Tientsin for which he was not reapomsible,
Thig second detention lasted twenty~four hours ,during
which he was closely examined end subjected to torture.
He was badly beaten on the body, slapped on the face
meny times and threatened with being shot. He was
forced to give the names of all persons in thes loeal

Chinese Poat Uffice who are snti~Japanese and to sign
a dooument promisineg that he would not divulge what had

occurred durine his detention. This men who is quiet
and unassuming has had e serious nervous shock as &
result of this brutel treatmont,

ibout ten days ago, several experts of the

N Internationsl
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International Money Order and Union Departments, Tokyo,
arrived 1n Mukden for the purpose of investigating
postal conditions with a view, it is believed in
responsible quarters, of making recommendations cone
ceraing tie taking over by the Japanese Posta)l idminis-
tration of the Chinese vost offices in Manchuria,

4 higher Japanese postal official, a Mr, Shimizu,
arrived yesterday, in connection with the ssme question,
It hes besn heard that Jespanese Headquarters is urging
the immediate taking over of the Chinese post offices
while the investigators have advised delay and that

Mr, Shimizu has been sent here to submit his views on
this question., According to available information,

the local Government so far has teken no part in this

movement far taking over the Chinese post offices,

Yours reséfetfully,
M. 3. Myers,

Americen Consul General.

Original and one eopy to Legation.
Five coples to Department.

A true copy of
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1—108 e
PREPARING OFFICE TELEGRAM SENT O ks 70 BE TRANSMITTEZOD
WILL INDICATE WHETHER \
N \]CONFIDENTIAL CODE ¢
Collect o - “NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE
Charge Department ¥ o . PLAIN
oR of i

Char e to LN o - L
8 ;05 5 4 ~/,/\ 3 Was’hinglon, "
P N APRIL, 1,5,;, 19’32

. . - . ‘
‘ V' AMERICAN CONSUL ™. ®a_ e, 1""‘"’
a AP;ZC ~ N \\. APR15 42

GENEVA (Switzerl and)\ "

1(&\ (,\ CO CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRE\'I}‘A‘R'Y. ,
Department's 145) April 13, 4 p.m. and 146 April 13,

5 p.m. to Paris for you.

On April 14, the Japanese Ambassedor handed to the

Under Secre taryﬁ-ﬂiﬁaﬁo—uﬂmmm\ an

undated and unsigned paper bearing a single paragraph,

VEea0s/v¥y6° 6L

the text of which is identiecal with that quoted in the .
fourth paragraph of Minister Johnsaon's telegram of
April 15 éog ;51. communicatej_i;to you in paragraph one
of the Deparunent's 146 ;April 13, 5 p.m. to Paris.

The Japanese Ambassador, in handing this paper to
the Under Secretary, gave the impression but did not
state that his Government hoped that pressure would be

brought to bear on the Chinese to sccept this formula

NETILINOD

in lieu of an agreed upon date for withdrawal of Japanese
troops. e U“'\BWJ\.—/L?\' Mae )4 D W&—k

Reference to previous telegrams discloses that

T

Ministers Johnson and Lempson on April 9 suggested that

WTLL

paragraph as an alternative proposal on the question of

Enciphered by the

Sent by operator

Index Bu.—No. 50. U. 0. GOVERNKENT PRDNYING OFRICE: im0 1=—138
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PR G OFFICE TELEGRAM SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED

WILL INDICATE WHETHER
CONFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

Chargo Department Bepartment of State Pt

oRrR
Charge to

. Washington,

- g -
the withdrawal of Japanese troops and that it was
submitted by the Chinese and Japanese negotiators to
their respective Governments., It was to have been dis-
cussed at a subsequent meeting of the negotiators on
April 11 but this meeting was not held as the Chinese
referred the matter to Yen at Geneva and further
meetings were adjourned sine die.

It is the surmise of the Department that the
Japanese may endeavor at Geneva to enlist supﬁort of
their position on the basis of this formula; and that -
you may be solicited in that connection. It is believed
that the following points should be considered: (a) this
formula is very indefinite and would give the Chinese no
assurance; (b) it provides only that at a time to be
decided upon by them the Japanese troops will be drawn
back within a certain line; (c) it carries no promise
whatever regarding withdrawal of Japanese troops from
Chinese soil; (d) the Chinese negotiators apparently do
not dare sign an agreement which makes no repeat no
provision for withdrawal of Japanese troops within a
fixed time limit, To the Department it seems doubtful
whether in these premises it would be advisable for the

Enciphered by American

Sent by operator

Index Bu.~No, 50.

T 8. GOVERNMERT PRIVIING OTMION: 1010 T—138
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PRIE’!::NNG OFFICE TELEGRAM SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED

WILL INDICATE WHETHER CONFIDENTIAL GODE
Collect t t NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE
Charge Department B g PLAIN

m epariment of State
Charge to

$ Washington,
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American Government to bring to bear any new pressure,

QM’

K

FE:SKH:JEJ( VDM

Enciphered by

Sent by operator

Index Bu.—No. 50.
TU. 8. GOVERNMENT PRONTING OFFROE: 1939 1——138
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

893.77/2853 FOR _._..#454

FROM ... Mukden
TO 11127 are

REGARDING:

The policy of the Japanese to unify control of all railroads in Manchuria
under the South Manchuria Railway Company.
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sMESICAR CONSULATL
CHNERAL
tukden, Chine, Mareh 24, 193z

—

jeilway “1tustion fn Manchuris.

“he Honorsble
ihe seerstary of State,

Zashington.

snferving to my despetehes Nos. 425 und 432 of
Jopusry T snd 23, 1832, respeciivsly, in regurd to
the rallwsy situction in Keneherla, I bBave the h nor
to aubmit farther informstion ok thia subjest,

I% hre been learned From @ wellcedls souree that

wmm or asbout EHared &, 1¥32 the louth Vanshuris leile

way “ompeRy sirmed n sontrset with Flan Te ¢ /5? I

Jirector of the ssupisgkui-Teonsn “milwsy {eoacur-
rently drector of the Fanptien-ihenhaikusn Yeilwey,,
for the operstiom of that line for z peried of Tifsy
yerrs. ihe detsils of ihe sgresvent sre unkoswn
sledourh 1t i3 poszible thetl the srresuant ":&:8 the
outeone of nesntintizng relstive to the indebledness
af the ‘‘suplarkati-Taonan Wwilw y to the outh Lemcharis
deilwey Compeny smouwnting to pesnrly Yem 50,000,000,
T™his szreesent 1o delieved to bs the firat of a series
providimy for the operntion of the Chinese lines im
Menochuris by the Jouth lenehuria Heilwey ‘ompsny.
sgeordin: to ny inforusat tis mogotiations whieh are

now tu¥ing plsee relate to the limes whieh were bduilt

L,
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by the Chiness with Chinese Tunds only, such an the
Fonrtlom-isilunp, Firin-idsilun ond ‘mlen-ilsilun
“allwsya, sp well ss Lo the Jepeness fincpesd lines.
Gf the so-oalled Thinssee limes, the Ten.dien~ hen-
nolkuen “silwey apoesrs $9 be Lhe only one not
dssired st proseat by the . outh Menchuris Hailway
Comreny for 1ta eomprelendive systom of reiiwsys
for “emohurds, Its interzsia, however, sre well
taken aore af by the thirty Jepsnese in the tUenerel
wfPlees of that line ~ the stntl n msisrs sre alsy
Japanang « ant ¥o pentlol tus pregenge of gxesambers
outh Mapehurie Zellwsy Jompeny's stelf in
the sompamicssions ovmission. ueh agrearents
seem to be in ecomplets sgoord with the Jepunase
polley o satablishins 3 waliflisd soutral sver the
ralierys of Maacnurie wder the dimesionaf +rhe
Sputh ¥Paeehurla deileny dewmpany. fhis offlce is
endenvering to ohisin Tartiher informesion on this
subject enpd will report oy delszils thet 1t mey

ohtain.

+geording to relisbdle information eonsiruetion

work on the projeotesd Changehun-Talsi Yeilwey will

be atartsd by the .outh Hanchuris Seilwey Tompsny

as sH0R &8 the weather p~ wmits, IThe 1line will pren
turourh Nuazan (%l‘gi } end Fuyld (1 K ) saa sild
tap & rich arricultursl ares. There ere ne d4fflcult
sopastruciion problens %o be surmountsd zpd oa the
lise ia only sbout one hundred miles lony, 1ts
oompletion within the yosr 1o meld to be contemplated.

Lerge atoeks of stsal reils are stored ulonc the
AN




DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(3) and S(D) or (E)

Department of State letter, A t 10, 1972
By —m“&"i‘-“i“i‘f’-"—m Datd _12-08-75

fipineChaprotan sracks at shengehun,of whieh lina

1t %11l be an sxrension.

% wez meationed in wmy deapesch af Jenuary

7, 1938, shove ~entioped, reporia indlorte thst

®.rk on .op extasciom of the Eirin-Yunhus fpileny
{ fummar-sainet 1ine} to the Boresn border will slse
no atorted nexi nonth,

Mmia of fioe i3 endesvorins to follow develop-
remts in this connee'ion snd will kawp Yhe Lepect-

ment surrently inforsed.

sespeetiully sours,

e » Kybra.
smerigon vonsul Janeral.

Leirinsl ond four poples to epuriment.
Two eoypies Yo Legation, Felring,

Jopy to imbasny, Tokye.

Yopy to Consulete Uensral, Harbin

Copy to comsulete, Delren.

Sy
a2

A trus copy of
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE 893,711/76 FOR _Despatoh # = .,

FROM .. Mukden ) DATED . Maroh 29, 1932,
TO 1—1137 sre

REGARDING:
Censorship of mails being carried om by armed
Japanese gendarmes and not by agents of the
so-galled independent govermment.
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s Date

.

THE UNDER SECRETARY |
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

APR 16 1932 gy
DEPARTHENT RIVISIQN QF FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS {7

A
&7 - April 15, 1932, f{
%}‘ Mﬁ/<9a§§1e: é%;“

A\ 1

vﬂ; S Herewith a copy of Minister Johnson's

M w* telegram of April 9, 10 P.m., which shows

¢ﬁ}§*that Ministers Johnsdn and Lampson suggested

<231 the alternative proposal which the Japanese

' Ambessador handed to you yesterday., This
alternative proposal was referred by the
Chinese and Japanese representatives to
theilr Governments at Nanking and Tokyo and
was to have been discussed at a subsequent
meeting on April 11, 1933. However, as
you will see from Minister Johnson's
telegram of April 12, 9 a.m,, this meeting
did not take place as the Chinese represen-
tative stated he had no instructions from
Nanking., As the Chinese Government re-
ferred the question to the League, no
further meetings have been held.

ST S

5}(&

Ao 093, ‘?4/5& S3a_
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Handed to the Under Secretary by the
Japanese Asmbassador —

N 31‘@6}?

<

The Japanese Government take this

m3a/4

opportunity to declare that, as soon as

local conditions in and around Shanghai

e ———————thy €1 S (TR T DRI,

return to normel -- and they hope that
conditions will have so returnsd within

six months or sooner -~ the Japanese

96048/1v6°26L

troops will be further withdrawn to the
International Settlement and the Extra-
Settlement roads in the Hongkew district
as before the incident of January 28th,

1932.
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

761.94/495 For __Tel «4441-1pm

Perkins ) DATED Apr.16,1932

NAME 1—1ua7

REGARDING; Jino-Japanese dispute.

Plans to stage fresh provocation calculated to cause a grave
conflict between Soviets and Manchurian suthorities were
attributed to certain Japanese military eircles in Harbin,
sccording to reports from Harborovik published by Tass News
Agency which is the offislal Soviet Agenaye.

LG0G/v¥6°26L
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PLAIN

Peiping via N. R.

Dated April 16, 1932

Rec'd 3:42 a. m.
Secretary of State,

Washington.,

441, April 16, 1 p. m.

Following from Reuter, Moscow, April 15th:

"Plans to stage fresh provoeation calculated %o
cause & grave conflict between the Soviet and the
Manchurian authorities were attributed to certain
Japanese military circles in Harbin according to
reports from Harborovik published by the Tass News
Agency which is the official Soviet agency.

These military circles are reported to have
insisted that the Chinese authorities in Harbin
should search the Soviet Consulate General at Harbin
on the pretext that the Consulate is alleged to have
arranged terrorist outrages and sabotage on the
Chinese Tastern Railway whereas according to the Tass
Agency these outrages have been provoked by the work
of white guards and Chinese and Japanese, according to
the Harborovik message the Chinese Chief of Police,

General Wan Jul Hua, refused to comply with the

request
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Department of State letter, A t 10, 1972
By Mﬁi{h.nﬁ? Datd _/2-/8-75

2~ #441, from Peiping,Apr.16,1p.m.

request of the Japanese military circles to search the
Consulate unless he was decidedly ordered to do so by

the Manchukuo Government at Changchun. Norecover it

is alleged that the Jananese made 1t an indispensable
condition that the seareh was to be carried out entirely
by the Chief Police and under no circumstances was Genaral

wan Jui Hua to reveal that it was inspired by the Japanese."

For the Minister

PERKINS
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROMRAY
Peiping
Dated April 19, 1932
Rec'd 1:20 a, m,

s ot

™

Secretary of State, .
WS
TCupieR ®

ENT T
M.

Washington. \ N
\uﬁ)ﬁw

444, April 19, 10 a, m,
The following telegram has been received from

American Consul General at Harbin:

"April 18, 11 a. m, General Tamon and his troops

are soon to be replaced at Harbin.by General Hirose and

his Division,"

For the Minister,

PERKINS

2E8l 2% My

8G8085/v6°F6L s1/4

SHA N |
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Department of State letter, A t 10, 1972
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C\\\’ TELEGRAM RECEIVE
PR —
Wt

P
0% A portion of this telegraﬂfROM
, 0 ~ must be closely paraphrased
Y Q \A\ before being communicated Dated April
-\ &\ to anyone, '
Rec thgga,gaﬁi? 19th,
iOn Of\
a0\

]

Secretary of State,

Divis
A50 A

S1/4

Washington, '
81, April 18, 11 p. m,
A meeting of the committee of nineteen was held on

Saturday at which it was decided tentatively that the

committee would give an interpretation to Article 3 of the

draft armistice terms to the effect that this was under—

6808 /P66 2641

stood to mean an obligation on Japan for evacuation at the
earliest possible moment, The joint or mixed cormittee
set up under Artigle 4 of the draft had been requested to
furnish reports periodically on the state of affairs
including evacuation, Hymans was charged to ascertain

g

the views of the JFiebidi+d and the Chinese on such a %3

decision, i \é
A further meeting was called for this afterncon &d

in the meantime a rump committee of the smaller states

met and prepared an alternate draft,

Regarding the meeting this afternoon Sweetser

reports
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~ 3 = No, 81 from Geneva

reports as follows:

"Hymas reported that Yen expressed disagreement
on the ground that no adequate guarantee of withdrawal
would be afforded, Not having confidence in the Mixed
Oommission's authority to give this guarantee he wanted
a neutral authority either the four powers or an agency
of the League, He also insisted on a public meeting
whioch Hymans told him was assured.

Hymans stated that Japanese seemed ready to accept
this solution on condition; that the Japanese did not .
wish t0 come to a meeting of the nineteen if there were
to be a bitter debate with the Chinese, Benes, Madariaga
and Motta expressed concern over such an attitude on the
part of the Japanese, Drummond then stated that according
to his interpretation the Japanese were ready to appear
btefore the committee of nineteen to answer questions ox
to decide if the armistice arrangement were in conformity
with the Assembly resolution but did not wish to be hailed
before the committee by the Chinese for a controversial
debate,

With regard to public meetings Motta felt that the

time had come to speak straight out to the Japanese as the

two
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Department of Staje letter, A t 10, 1972
By M_&dj%zr_m? Date 12-18-75

- 3 -~ No, 81 from Geneva

two private meetings had created an unfortunate inpression,

Benes and Hymans likewise felt a public meeting with the
two parties present was essential,

After Hymans had explained the text which he had
circulated on Sunday Benes introduced an alternative text
drafted in a private meeting held just previously by some
of the members of the committee the purport of which was
to give more definite guarantee of evacuation, the principle
change being that the lMixed Commission should be invested
with power to fix, either by majority, or of the exclusion’
of the two parties and at the request of either a time for
the second and last step of evacuation,

Simon observed that this changed the function of
the Mixed Commission and would give it the responsibility
of acting as a tribunal, He questioned whether the com~
mittee would assume this responsibility particularly as
one member was an American, He was not sure that the
United States would accept the responsibility of partic-
ipating in saying at what dgte withdrawal should take

place,

A long debate ensued on this subject Ramel end
Colban feeling the original resolution was not strong

enough.’
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- 4 — No, 81 from Gencva

enough., Lester suggested that the Mixed Commission should

not itself fix a date but state when conditions justified
withdrawal leaving the final decision to be made in Geneva,
Motts felt that the Mixed Commission must have the definite
power of reporting whether evacuation were justified,
Boncour pointed out that since the Assembly would not fix
a date and would not leave it to the parties concerned to
fix a date there must be some outside authority which
should at least be able to say when evacuation was possi-
ble. Simon again raised the question of American Goverq—
ment!s possible attitude and inquired whether:12;‘00m~
mission should fix a day in advance by which evacuation
should be completed or whether it would simply say that
at a definite moment conditions had been established
which justified evacuation, The Cormittee seemed unan-
imously of the view that the second alternative was the
proper one,

Although the Committee came to a clear decision
as to what it wanted dome it was found difficult to
express this in exact phraseology. Briefly the Cormis-
sion was to be given authority to state by unanimity if

possible that conditions had been established justifying

evacuation
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s e RS

- 5 «~ No 81 from Geneva

evacuation but providing also that in case either party

created difficulties the committee could report to the

Asgembly which would have its full authority unimpaired,

A small drafting committee was then created to
find the legal phraseology for this idea and will report

tomorrow,’

WILSON
J8-~CIB
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OEPARTMENT OF STATE
TELEGRAM RECE E%
- 21932

This telegram must be
closely paraphrased he-—
fore being communicated

to anyone, Rec'dbii:4o p.m,

a3

Becretary of State,

Wash ington

82, April 18, midnight.

I repeat for your information telegram dated April 18,

_
11 p.m. sent to Johnson, Shanghai by the Secretary.
792 7¢ /<0<
See my No, 81, April 18, 11 p.m.

090]/v6 sl ™

April 18, 11 p.m, For the Minister from the Seoretary.

"I am informed that the committee of 19 at a meeting
Saturday considered éﬂbpting in a resolution which will
contain an interpretation of artiole three of draft of =

=¥ d

armistice agreement under which the ocommittee of 19 deolaii\ies E
that it understands this to mean that Japan must evaouatégg
at the earliest possible moment. It alsoc considered request-—
ing the joint commission provided for in article four of
the draft agreement to report from time to time the progress
of withdrawal,

Committee of 19 this afternoon considered draft pro-

posal to give effect to ideas outlined at former meeting,

It
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Department of State letter, A t 10, 1972
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3-#83 from Geneva, April 18, mid—
night.

It has not yet reached final deoision but it is seeking
solution on lines that joint commission provided for in
draft agreement should be empowered at the reguest of one
of the parties to say whether the seoond and final stage
of the withdrawal of the Japanese troops could reasonably
be affected. In.oxder that joint commission should not be
prevented from making this pronouncement by the opposition
of one of the parties it was proposed that if difficulty
arose of this account the joint commission should make a
report to the Assembly cormittee. This report could not
be in the nature of a decision but any decision taken by
the Assembly or its committee would doubtless be influenced
by the report.

The committee of 19 1s considering this procedure
because it seems to be of the opinion that the declaration
suggested by the Japanese and set out in paragraph four of

Sod-3
your cable to the Department April 13} 8 p.m., did not give

any assurance whatever of sufficiently prompt evacuation

by the Japanese,
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3~#82 from Geneva, April 18, mid~
night.

In this opinion, judging from cables which I have
received from the Department, the Department seems to ocon-
cur., In this situation I should like to know whether you
gee objection to the course proposed by the committee of 19,

Your colleagues are being requested by “their respective
Governments for their opinion and a joint reply is being
suggested to them. .

I wish yoﬁ to advise me directly of your own individual
opinion but you are authorized to join in an identic reply
provided this does not involve a compromise of your own

opinion',
WILSON
WSB~KLP
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PREFARING OFFIGE TELEG RAM SENT

WILL INDICATE WHETHER

Collect
Charge Department

™ Bepartment of State

Charge to
Washington,

April 19, 1932,

;VILSON, //? M

BERGUES,
GENEVA (switzerland).
793. 7% /06 6
L1 Your 82, April 18, midnight.
Johnson, under Department's instruction, went to

Nanking yesterday on urgent business, Baker case. He

QOCe/¥67C6L

will return to Shanghai tomorrow.

FAg

FE: SKH /21 F

Enciphered by

Sent by operator .\
~
b ngmnlicﬁjm, 1138
Index Bu.—No. 50.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED ~ 2,

p
Ly
GRAY %c ‘/J/”/’
N
Shanghai via N,R,
FROM -

Dated April 19,

Becretary of State,

Washington

214, April 19, 10 a.m. .

The resumption of normal businesgfis pr;:;éding very
slowly in and other territory formerly Ohinese 000~
trolled but now either actually or constructively under

Jepancse military occupation, Aside from actual destruc—
tion American business in such territory with the business
of other nationals has suffered in various ways as illus—
trated by the following instances, each instance being
typical of other similar cases. .

(1) - Robert Dollar Company has several hundred thou%é
sand taels worth of lumber on oonsignment at Chinese lumb:;
yards in Chapei, The Japanese military are putting all

manner of diffioulties in t he way of the sale of this lum-

ber by the yards and its removal foxr- places of ordinary

commercial consumption. Beth oral and written reprcsenta-
tions by this office to the Japanese Consulate General

on




o e 1T
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By » Date /z {875

2—4314 from Shanghai via N, R,,
April 19, 10 a.m,

on behalf of the Dollar Company!s interest in lumber have

so far failed, Other Amerioan concerns are experiéncing
similar difficulties in moving stocks of goods and machinery
from Chapei. A Ohinese unofficial organization was set up
there about April lst with the consent of Japanese military.
This organization levied a eontribution on all goods moved.
It was nominally closed by Japanese on April 11th but it is
expected that similar organizations will take its place,

(2) - Andersen Meyer have reccived orders from Wingon
Textile Oompany a Chinese firm for repairs to plant and
machinery in their cotton mill at Woosung which was damaged
by shell fire to extent of about three million taels.
Andeusen Meyer have also been appointed managers of the
mill but I am not inoclined to give official support to their
requests made purely in thisboapapity. However, their
orders for machinepy are undoubtedly bona fide and I am
told will mean the placing of orders for considerable

amounts of American machinery. Japanese troops formerly

billeted at Japanese cotton mill nearby moved to Wingon
Cotton Mill March 8th and remain in occupation. Apdersen

Meyer
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3-#214 from Shanghai via N, R,,
April 19, 10 a.m.

Mayer state it will be impossible to commence repairs until
they evacuate and Andersen Meyer as managers ask me %o
demand this evacuation, I have written informally to Japan-
ese Oonsul General laying the case before him and expressing
hope that the American firm may be permitted to repalr the
plant and machinery without hindrance, This is as far as I
believe I can go at present,

(3) ~ No Oninese polioce are permitted by Japanese to
function in Chapei or surrounding Ohinese territory and
Japanese military authorities appear to be méking no
systematic effort to police that area or in fact any area
behind their front lines, The result is that Chinese bad
characters have almost uncheoked freedom of action in Chapei,
There are several American owned factories located in Qhi-
nese territory near the Settlement boundary and in at least
one case their employees have been 1ntim1dated and held up,
This factory owner has appealed to me to try to optaln
"~ International Settlement police protection extended to his
plant and surrounding roads, I have advised him %o hire
his own watchmen but this will not solve the problem of

the
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August 10, 1972
g;partqent of Staﬁe iegter. Nkﬁgf Dats | /gc/8e75

4-#314 from Shangha} via N.R,,
April 19, 10 a.m,

the hold up of employees outside his plant. He did not wish
to ask for Japanese military protection except as a last
resort fearing a strike by his Ohinese employees if he
should do so. In my opinion since Jgpanese are in actual
controcl of this area this COonsulate General must 1look to
them for police protection for Ameriocan property while at
the same time making representations to the Qhinese munici-
pal authorities although the latter have at prcsent no
actual lands, 493,11 Sifmflu/l‘(

Iwo., With reference to the Department'!s telegram 61,
February 39, 5 p.m,, I request thatin making representations
to Japanese authorities both regarding American losses and
the protection of Americah property a clause regarding

VA RRWRS e (4‘»' /i
claims similar to that suggested in my telegram 100, Febru-

ary 33, 3 pime.; be inserted,

Three. I desire that this Consulate General should
extend all legitimate assistance to American business and
in conneotion therewith request instructions regarding what
degree of recognition should properly be given to Japan's

de facto authority in certain sections here. Despatoh is

going
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Department of Stape letter, Ai t 10, 1972
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MET 5-4#214 from Shanghai. via N.R.,
April 19, 10 a.m,

going forward giving more details regarding cases.

Repeated to the Legation, oopy to Minister.

OUNNINGHAM
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AN ? J
1138 ¢ ) TO BE TRANSMITTED
! PREPARING OFFICE p s ;
WILL INDICATE WHETHER . LT \~CONFIDENTIAL CODEL~
: t NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

PLAIN

Collect
Charge to § s : /%, Washinglon,/,
N -

April 2;, 1932

5)

AMERICAN CONSUL,
SHANGHAI (China)

2
 Por 1me urvISTER, A7z T¢ /ol

Shanghai's telegram to Department No. 214, April 19,
p
., 10 a.m.
Department approves the attitude of and the action

taken by the Consul General in regard to difficulties

1808 /¥6°€64L

experienced by the Robert Dollar Company and by Andersen
Meyer. Departuent desires that, in addition to action
already taken, you take up these cases with the Japanese
Minister in s further effort to bring about a prompt

and a satisfactory settlement,

With regard to police protection of American property
located in Chapeil and surrounding Chinese territory, Depart-
ment desires that all appropriate and practicable assistance
and protection be given legitimate American interests
located there but is reluctant to have any action taken
by representatives of the Americen Government which may
tend to consolidate or strengthen Japanese control in the
areas under reference. Depariment therefore suggests that

after consultation with Cunningham you inform the Depart-
Enciphered by

Sent by operator

Index Bu,—No. 50. . 6. GOvRRNMIENT FRINTONG OvFION: 1929 1—138

o
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1138

*  PREPARING OFFICE TELEGRAM SENT

WILL INDICATE WHETHER TO BE TRANSMITTED
—_— CONFIDENTIAL CODE
Coltect NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

Charge Department Bepaﬁment nf gtatp PLAIN

oR
Charge to 5
s Washington,

-2 -

ment of your recommendstions on this subject.

With regard to Paragraph Two of Shanghai's telegram
under reference, Department believes that in making
representations to Japanese authorities regarding American
Alosses and protection of American property, the rights of
such American interests are in no way prejudiced by
failure tollggl#dihiﬂfliiié aégilar to that suggested in
Shanghei's 100, February 2 3 p.m. If, however, you &nd
the Consul Generel feel that in-eemdmim—ceses the addition
of such & clause would assist in bringing ebout s settlement,
you are granted discretion in the use thereof.

With regard to Paragraph Three of Shanghai's telegram
under reference, Department is of the opinion that the technical
question of QUOTE recognition UNQUOTE of QUOTE Japan's
de facto authority UNQUOTE is not involved. Department desires
that whenever legitimate American interests suffer injury the
fact of such injury and & request for prompt and effective
remedial action be made known to the responsible suthorities.
The procedure mentioned in the first paragraph of this
instruction may be followed whenever appropriate.

Please inform the Consul General snd repeat to Legation.

i deE:RCM:KC/cls ﬁ%@ﬁ- auna
phered by

R
Sent by operat '\ 19 5 A Ay .26 A %3

©. 8. covemune ranerive ormon Ay 1138
i
1

Index Bu.—No. 50.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED L.vicicu of

o asrgpiloigis i
on AR

REP
FROM ) Department of State

This £e1egram must be
closely varaphrasged be- GENEVA
fore being communicated

. -y 19,

to anyone. Datec April 17»
W CGRRMENT "ﬁ\

Y mmomtver €S Recra 3:33 pem-

Secretary of state, 1 131932 » e
‘b,,* DIVISION OP @ 7H 201984
Washington. % /(‘AT'UNS AND geC

1932

W 83, April 1¢, 7 p. D.

Following telegram has been sent to Shanghai:

April 19, 7 p. m.

FOR INGERT FROLI THZ SECRETARY.

Your April 19, % p. m. Please inform me at once
whether ur. Johnson agreed on behalf of the American
Government to the proposed identic reply contained in
your cable. I desired his personal opinion on the
gituation presented and if he has not been consulted
kindly inform me at once. Kindly also inform him that
T desire his opinion &s promptly as possible.

WILSON
WSB - RR

SH/ 4

€908 /v6°C6L
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PR‘ET’):?"NG OFFICE TELEG RAM SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED

WILL INDICATE WHETHER
Collect

. NONCON NTIAL CODE
Charge Department Bppartmpnt nf gtatp /ﬂé PLAIN

oR = .
Charge to e M_
$ Washington, 2

/

April 22, 1932. |

WILSON, ﬁf’z;wv\d
</ /

CONFIDENTIAL CODE

BERGUES,
GENEVA (Switzerlend).

<;> éz: PERSONAL FOR KLOTS FROM HORNBECK.

Is there some reason why the Department should not

have the text of Shanghei's April 19, 3 p.m. to the

2908/ v6 *26L

Secretary at Geneva for which we made request in the

506
Department's 5¢, april 20, 4 p.m.?

('_/D 4/{[ -

Acting.

4

Apr. 22,1982, km

s
P ‘,‘ N
*\X“{ 5%

Enciphered by

Sent by operator

Index Bu.~—No. 50, T. 8. QOVARRNUENT FRINTING orTICE: 303 1—138
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WILL INDICATE WHETHER

PREPARING OFFIGE rT\ELEIG’kAiM SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED j

oflect NTIAL CODE
C C CONFIDENT

Charge Department Bep'ar‘tmgnt nf gtatp PLAIN

OR

Charge to
Washinglon,

April 20, 1932.

WILSON, l'f 0\/

APR20-32
BERGUES,

GENEVA (Switzerland).

5 5062
Your 83, April 19, 7 p.m.

/ { \ {
Please send Department text or'Shanghai's April 19,

/

3 p.m., to the Secretary, Geneve.

{
Department is nowsﬂequesting Shanghailhenceforth

I

té repeat to Department telegrems’'sent to Geneva.

(.~

fiy
4

FE: SKH/ZMF 7 y I
- o
Fnr" hered by

\/15’)

Sent by operalor

T. 5. GOVRRNMENT TRINTIND 0ICE: zoz0 1--128

Index Bu.—No. 50.
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w

Despatch No. 2455 of April 6, 1932 -

Subject: "Japan and the League of
Nationsg",

Encloses translation of article

appearing in ECHO DE PARIS, entitled

"Will Japsn Retire from the Leesgue of

Nations?"

In an article from LE TEMPS, giving

an interview with M. Nagaoka, it is

stated that M, Nagaoks is reported to

have been in Paris in 1907 at conclusion

of Franco-Japanese arrangement, by which

the two countries recognize and guarantee

to one another their possessions in the

Far East.

File No. 793.94/5063,

H. Snyder.
Room 409.

f

» Date

gepartqent of State ie;ter, A t 10, 1972
Y

—A2-/875

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

,DIVISION OF FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS

: ¥ o11,%2

oy, pu cane I «:./mm
%’ Wl %owu&m&‘r
Peve praph pgm Lerfrarcl (%o Ly~
6%5//75” Uer T Gyr of O
Wm.)%m epresmet /50y
Yy be formd i %‘cﬂw%

VN&Z‘MI /L. /r /5’6707:
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, April 6,1932,

Subject: Japan and the League of NationsSe

'The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.
Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a translation§§
of an article by Pertinex, entitled "Will Japan Retire
from the League of Nations?", which appeared in the
ECHO DE PARIS of April 1lst last.

It will be noted that the article contains a dis-
tinet implication that Japan is seriously considering
her withdrawal from the lLeague if the letter attempts to
apply Article 15 of the Covenant to Manchuria,

In a taik which Mr. Pell of the Embassy staff recently
had with Pertinax, the latter assured Mr. Pell tha£ the

article
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article in question was based on an interview with the
newly appointed Japanese Ambassador to France, M. Nagaoka,
and coincided as closely as possible with the actual
wording used by the Ambassador regarding the policy of
Japan. For this reason, I feel sure that it will be of
particuler interest to the Depariment.

In this same connection, I am enclosing a translation
of an article from LE TEMPS of March 20th, giving an inter-
view which their correspondent had with M. Nagaoka shortly
after his arrival., It will be noted that in this article
M. Nagaoka is reported to have been in Paris in 1907 at the
time of the conclusion of the Franco-Japanese "arrangement”
by which the two countries "recognize and guarantee to one
another their possessions in the Far East", ’]Sl% CH-'L\S

The Department may recall (see Mr. Warrington Dawson's

nSig Tyr/3

special report, Serial No.W.D.1023 of March 18,1932,) that
the TEMPS of March 16th published a long article by its Far
Eastern Editor, M. André Duboscq, on the treaty between Japan
and Indochina, in which M. Duboscq made a passing reference
to this arrangement, the text of which the Embassy under-
stands was made avalilable to the Department at the time of
the Washington Conference 1921-22, In the event, however,

fta
. that the Department is not in possession of a copy of the

~ 5ot
'mect,[,\ L,
ye¥ ¥ pévo  text, I shall be glad to see what can be done about procuring

a copy from the Foreign Office.

Respectfully yours,

Walter E. Edge.
List of Enclbsures:

1. Trans. of article

ECHO DE PARIS, April 1,1932.
2. Translation of Article

LE TEMPS, March 20,1932,

IN TRIPLICATE.

COPY TO E.I.C.
NA/FP
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iranslation.

WILL JArhl R¥TIRE FROM TH: LYAGUE OF NATION3?

* K & & x

The Disarmement (onfereunce will reeonvene &t
geneva on april 11, Shortly after, the Counocil
and the ixtraordinary Assembly of the ieague of
fations will elso resume their sotivities, the
delegstos tou both bsling alruady on the spot as
mewbers of the lonferance. The Sino-Jdapancse
eonfliot 1s the only question insorived on the
order of the day of the Lxtraordinary s4ssembly,
and it is tne important question pending before
the (ouneil. (nos more, we shall see the Japa-
nese in confliet with the Chinese representatives,
and the patience of the Tokyo Governuent appears
to be exhausted, Since the Council dealt with
the controversy September last, the Japanese Mi-
nisters have tried their best to be coneliliatory.
In the near future,if the Assembly does not confine
itself %0 & prudent and limited sation it is very
probeble thet they will use their option as mem~
bers of the League (article 1 of the Covenant)
of resigning on two years notice, Two years noti-
ce: a figure of speed, The withdrewal would be
immediate and, without fursher delay, by the ac-
tive resistance of ore of the perties, the Geneva
inatitution would be Rixpaxmt denied jurisdietion
in the question which has ocdupled it for the
last slx months.

N let ceses
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Let us try to define the present Japsn polioy
after meny modifications. It 18 a well-known faot
that the Slno-Japanese confliet {8 taking plece at
two prinolpel theatres: Honochuria and Shanghai.
The hanohurian problem wes dealt with by the Coun-~
il lest Fall and on the 10th of iecenber a tem-
porary solution weas found. According to the terus
of the resolutlion of that date, the Japenese troops
were %o retirs tc ihe rallway zone {where acocrding
to treoaties they have & right to keep & garrison)
as soon as public order was restored, as soon as
individualas and property wer§7longer endangered.
In the meantime, the Japanese army was left free
to carry out any polioce operation which it con-
sidered necessary., Besides, a commlttee of in-
quiry, Yresiisd over by lord Lytton, was ocomuis-
sioned to study the situstion from the standpoints
of law and subatence lnsofar as releaticns between
Japan and China wers concerned. This settlement
wes reached by virtue of the procedure of cone
eilistion indleated in Artiocle 1l of the Covenant,
that is to say with the consent of both Japan and
China. Japen has reserved for itself the right to
treat directly with the sdversary. This is of ‘
vital interest to her, 3She will not allow this
decision to be Jjeopardized., Japan has always op~
posed the application of srticle 15 of the Cove-
nant whioch suthorizes the Council (or the Assembly)
to oome to a settlement without consultiug the
intersuted parties, %0 recosmend and %o apply edo~
nomig,ﬁnd nilitary sanctions to the State which
opens hostilities without haeving observed the

d@l‘y XX XY
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delay stated in Article 12.

In Shanghal it is different. Here the Tokyo
Government believes that the Japancse cause is
merged with thel of the other powers. 1t has en-
gaged in e far-reaching enterprise.but without
previous consideretion on the Initiative of its
sailors and its soldiors who 414 not, at the be-
ginning, foresee mll the obstasles. Japan believes
that, having repulsed the 19th Chinese aruy it has
defended civilizetion and that it is thae Juty of
the powers holding possesslons in the Par-Fast
to prevent the tumultucus invasion of Shenghai
by the nationelist hords.

Doubtless Japan will nct sbandon willingly
the territory ocngquersed by its soldiers. Bubt it
is not certain that {t will counsent tc sssume for
& long period the protestion of this territory.

It hes tried and will try to persuade the powers
the powers thet they ought to guarsntee the in-
togrity of the neutral zone and fight the boyeott
for the good of thelr own establishmeants, If the
powers refuse to assume this responsidbility, Jepen
will perhaps put a stop to the sonfliet,

But will the Agsembly meintain the distinoticn
between the two probvlems: .‘anchuris and Shanghai?
¥ill it not try to invoke Article 15 to sdttle the
lionohurian question, to arrive at a compromise to
which the two parties would be invited to conform?
The session held on the 17th of Marchk by the "oom~
mittes of 19" revealed a strong drift in this
e direction ...
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direction, Pesides, what will tnue sonclusions
of the Lytton Counission be, what attitude will
itstake towards the pew :'ukden Government which,
to quote k. de i.adariags, is but a puppet show?
This is the dangerous point. [f the 4ssembly
or the Commisalon try ito reopen the arrangemcnt
of Decesber 10, & rupture wilil be imminent.

If it beocowes definite, the lLeague of Nations
will have lost the last vestige of its universa-
lity. The United States, Russias, Japen - three
najor states will be absent. Seneva will have $o
confine ltself to Europe. apert from the Cove-
nent, the Kellogg Yaoct will have suffered in the
edventure, slnee it 1is a simple matter to predict
that, in spite of the imericen note of January 7
addressed to Tokyo, Japar will suceceed in heving
her .andhurian possessions recognized by sertain
nations provided 1t doea not jeopardize the policy
of the open door - see the studies published in
PORLIGHN AFFAL4S by #r. Lowell snd, in the LANCHIST:R
GUARUTIAN, by 84ir John Pisher Willliams.

It is poesidble that ths league of Hations is
resigned to yield, to opt for the lesser evil. But
meny will olaim that in reality the lesser evil re-
sldes in a rupbure. Dire perplexity for the true

believers}

{PERTINAX) .
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Znclosure No. 2 to despatch No. 2455 of
April 6, 1932, from Embassy at Paris.

TRANSLATTION

Extract from LE THPS of Mareh 20, 1932.

A CONVERSATION WITH Mr, H. NAGAOKA, JAPANSSE AMBASSADOR,

We were received this morning by M. H. Nagaoka,
the new Ambassador from Japan who arrived yesterday
in Paris, where he succeeds M. Yoshizawa, now Minister
for Foreign affairs.

M. Nagaoka expresses to us his pleasure over his
return to Paris, where he came for the first time in
1907 when on his way to the Second Hague Conference.
From that year dates the Franco-Japanese sgreement, by
which the two countries recognize and guarantee to one
another their possessions in the Far East. Japan was
then hoping to sign a tariff agreement with Indo-China;
unfortunately the negotiations entered into were not
concluded.

"On the eve of my recent departure from Tokio,"
continued the Ambassador, "I learned with pleasure that
pourparlers had egain been opened with respect to this
subject, and it my most ardent desire to sign at the
parliest moment an agreement. The relations between
France and Japan are excellent. While the impartial tone
of the French press during the course of present oevents
was not surprsing to us, it none the less touched us; I
rejoice for my part to find on my arrival in France such
a favorable atmosphers. From 1917 to 1921, I was Coun-
selor of @mbassy here, I colleborated with the French

during « ¢
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during the terrible days of the war, et the triumph
of justice and right; my ambition is to rensw my
collaboration with them,"

As concerns the negotiations for the settlement
of the Sino-Japanese conflict, M. Nagaoks informed us
of the hope of Japan, not only to arrive et an accord,
but to maintain with China the relations of good neigh-
bors and to realize with her aclasting and fruitful
entente.

"fhet do you think," we asked of the ambassador,
"of the rumors circulating regarding the information
in the more or less near future of a government of
national union in Tokio?"

"Already," he replied to us, "before the formation
of the present cabinet, such rumors were circulating,
It is possible, under the pressure of external events,
that they will agein be heard, and that public opinion
will lean towards e government of coalition. But you
know that I do not come direct from Toklo and that I Hhd
a short stay in Berlin, where I was Ambassador until
1930, I heard nothing to that effect upon my departure
fron Towio,"

We left the ambassador, who once again expressed to
us his great satisfaction at representing his cownfry in

France.

wes/de
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Dmsion of
Seoretary of State, ( FAN EASTERY AF

Washington,

84, April 19, 9 p, m,

I quote herewith paragraphs 11 and 14 of the draft
resolution referred to in my number 85, E%rlf,§9, 10 pe M.
The full resolution when adopted will be telegraphed.

*(11) Is of opinion that the powers as defined
in annex four of the draft agreement, of the comnission
which is to watch the carrying out of articles one two
and three of that agreement, include the competence to
declare at the request of one of the parties that the
moment has come when the complete withdrawal of the
Japanese troops can reasonably be effected,

(14) Requests the governments -ofathe powers having
special interests in the Shanghai settlements to transmi@h
to the League of Nations the information which will be
in the possession of the mixed commission in virtue of
its functions and will be furnished to those governments

by their respective representatives on the commission,*

WILSON

Y90G /6 °26L

s1/4
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DAt Thgrre s
pnlﬁ_ixfzmc OFFICE TELEGRAM SENT'} L“L b 1 TO BE TRANSMITTED

WILL INDICATE WHETHER CONFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

2
R s
Charge Department 'B?partmpnt nf‘gta’tgf\‘(: cone
| . : L % alt”

:
B

OR

Charge to‘ou\r / ., .y \
$ b . '™ "M

~ 1 "’
S N
L

-

= e %
L LA N
AMERICAN CONSUL, - g’ W
\\\x 3932 ,/

SHANGHAT (China).

-

For the Minister.
/5057
Reference Geneva's Qelg%fam of April 1§, 11 p. m.
/
Under date April 19 Geneva telegrsaphs ‘thaet at the
privete meeting of the Committee of Nineteen on that

afternoon, the draft resolution was unanimously adopted

T O0G /16 * 26 L

end the text was handed to the Chinese and Japanese
representatives to submit to their Governments for agree- -
ment. As soon 28 replies are received it is planned to
hold & public session of the Committee.

The pertinent portions of the draft resolution as o
adopted at the private meeting of the Committee are contained
in paragraphs eleven and fourteen which read as follows:

QUOTE (11) Is of opinion that the powers as defined
in snnex four of the draft agreement, of the commission
which is to watch the carrying out of articles one two &nd
tnree of that agreement, include the competence to declare

at the request of one of the parties that the moment has

come when the complete withdrawal of the Japanese troops

cen reasonably be effected.

Enciphered by

Sent by operalor

Index Bu.—No. 50.
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PR‘E—;:;‘NG Wt TELEGRAM SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED

WiLL INDICATE WHETHER
CONFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect
NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

Charge Department Bppartmpnt nf gtatp LA

oR
Charge to

$ Washington,

(14) Requests the governments of the powers having

special interests in the Shanghai settlements to transmit

to the League of Netions the information which will be

in the possegsion of the mixed commission in virtue of

its functions and will be furnished to those governments

by their respective representatives on the commission UNQUOTE.
Geneva states that the full text of the resolution when %,

’ w//
adoﬁ%ed will be telegrsphed the Department,

Coms &2y

Sy

Enciphered by

Sent by operator

Index Bu.~No. 50.
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This telegram must be—
closely paraphrased be—

fore being communicated gpqy
to anyone,’

P Ut Y ﬁfﬁ\@ecl 4 8:07
) \[\ — L f,“’.Sn ’ P
O oniven T

Secretary of State, 'F 0 1182 ? Y Divisio of |
Washingt oz‘{‘% :’:AV’*::'\J::“ ;Jg- ﬁ , ! fA ;:12%%.«
85, April 19, 10 p. m, il

~ Concerning the private meeting of the Cormittee

of Nineteen this afternoon, Sweetser states that the

draft resolution was unanimously adopted (pertinent

font
portions cabled in my number 84/ April 18, ¢ p, m,)

The text has been handed to the Chinese and Japanese
representatives to submit to the respegtive governments
for agreement, A public session will be held as soon
as replies are weqeived. Benes for the smallaer powegs
stated that new text met their desires,

Drummond surmoned me after meeting and informed
me in strict confidence that lagaoka had informed both
him apd Hymans separately today that his Government, he
thought, would be prepared to accept an jinterpretation
of the duties of the Mixed Commission a8 empowering them
to deglare at the request of one of the parties when thg

moment had come that complete withdrawal the Japanese

troops

G908/v6° 264
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- 2 = No, 85 from Geneva
troops could reasonably ve effected, If Nagaoka is speak—
‘ing with the authority of his Government this is a very
hopeful sign.

WILSON
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REDA TELEERA'& XC:SE.NT 1—138 TO BE TRANSMITTED

PREPARING OFFICE
WILL INDICATE WHETHER
— CONFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect L L FIDENTIAL CODE
Charge Department Bpp‘artmﬁﬁ nif gtatp Ci‘ ’ PLAIN

oRr

Charge to ) Washinzgn, % 6?(

April 20, 1932, /

APR2G 32

,,/ GENEVA (Switzerlend).
2 5 0bY sob5
Yourﬂg} April 19, 9 pems, &nd 85{ April 19, 10 pe.m.
Department is repeating to minister Johnson at Shenghei
the substantive portions of your telegrams under reference.
Department will assume that telegrems %o Department
which do not oarry indication of being repeated to

Minister Johnson have not repeat not been 80 repeated.

Enciphered by

Sent by operator

Index Bu.~No. 50,
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

see _ 893,52/280 ) Tel 442 1lam

( Perkins ) DATED April 18,1932

NAME 11127 oro

990G /¥6°¢hL

REGARDING:

Mortgaging of Chinese property. The effect of the Mukden Settlement
Bureau's notification that all pledges of immovable property made af ter
the 18th of September,1931 would be invalid, The attempt of the Tientsin Trust
Company Incorporated to contravene this regulation concerning the- and regis ter
with the American Consulate such instrumeants.
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Riga, apk & 1987

Subject: Comment in the Russian Press on Sec-
retary of State Stimson's Letter to
Senator Borah.

l DIvTTON oF
r EASTERN Eukericy n D)Jm n of

- , { m? STERNAFFAIRS
R

COPY IN EE {mﬂ»/,éi 0 1932
] nFP/‘“TMr"‘ stﬂh

e

FOR DISTRIBUTION - CHECK Yes No
To the Field|

In U. S. 4
(/’ ﬂ}lfkq 3
] / [ISE—— -
/1’% —— 6 |
The Honorable LN %
The Secretary of State,

/
Washington. e G ARE %

I have the honor to report that the Moscow

g6l =8 WK

IZVESTIYA, of February 27, No. 57, carried & supe
mary of the letter written on February 24 by Seoc-
retary of State Stimson to Senator Borah, under
the headline: "U,S.A, Demends that the 'Open

Door' Principle Be Respected in China -- Threat

to

“6.

LBCC /76
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to Increase Naval Forces in the Pacific -~ Full
Contents of Stimson's Program Letter.m The
summary contained maeny fully translated excerpts
and the correspondent's or lMoscow editor's state-
ment, underlined, that "throughout the entire
letter Stimson reveals his present anxiety con-
cerning the position of other powers, particularly
England.” This the Russian commentator confirms
by citing the references to Lord Salisbury in sup-
port of the "open door," Balfour's announcement
at the Wasbington Conference against "spheres of
influence," as well as the Secretary's mention of
the fact that the other powers did not support

the American position set forth in the Note of

the United States dated January 7, 1932.

The same issue carried comments on the letter
from the NEW YORK TIMES quoting that paper as
stating that the declaration was specially directed
against the English Conservatives and also mention-
ing Simon and MacDonald; the NEW YORK HERALD-TRIBUNE,
that the State Departiment is worried because the
other powers did not support the note of January 7;
the Soripps-Howard papers, that "the State Depart-
ment had information that certain English and
French circles would welcéme an Americen-Japanese
war, and that the United States, if the other
powers will support &%, is preparing to defend

peace by more effective means than words;" the

Baltimore




DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

Department of State letter, A t 10, 1972
By _m..&n_a._ﬁ.ﬁ%._»_’_ﬁ%f Datd _/3-/8-75

Baltimore SUN, that the purpose of the letter was

to inform British public opinion of the close re-

lation between the Nine-Power Treaty and American

naval limitation." "The State Department,”" the

TASS telegram concluded, "does not hide its disap-
pointment that England end France did not support

the United States.”

The PRAVDA of the same day used the headlines:
"Strained Relations between Japan and America,"
“The Beginning of a Change in American Policy,"
end also printed a Geneva TASS telegram captioned:
"Uproar in the League of Nations," referring to the
coning to life of American Far Eastern poliecy, the
possibility of bringing one or more non-members
(United States and/or Russie) into the pending
extraordinary session or one of its committees,

On the 28th the IZVESTIYA, in a Washington
despatch, under the headlines:; "Anti-Japanese
Campaign in the United States - Growing War Spirit,”"
stated that "although the Department of State does
not show approval of the legal preparations for a
boycott or ban on munitions exports, it is clear
that it regards the agitation for a boycott favorably
in the belief that the agitation reveals the pub-
lic reaction end builds up support for the Depart-
ment in case energetic measures should have to be
taken," The same issue quoted London papers

to the effect that the letter was meant to be

read
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read in England. The same day's PRAVDA printed
TASS excerpts from Japanese papers as *Sharp
Criticism of Stimson's Letter in Japan."” TASS,
in the seme paper on the follcwing day, stated
that the letter had been approved by Borah before
it was published and used the headline: "Borah's
Influence Stronger.”

The Washington correspondent of the TASS
agency wired to the IZVESTIYA on March 1 that
"the press is printing inspired news which
points out that the United States is opposed to
a boycott of Japan at the present moment and deems
it more advisable to prevent the partition of
China than to stop Japan at once." The same
day's PRAVDA, in a Shanghai TASS despatch, quoted
Chinese opinion to the effect that the United
States had taken up the Japenese challenge. The
PRAVDA of March 4th printed a long TASS telegram
dated New York, March 2nd, summarizing a NEW YORK
TIMES Weskington correspondent's despatch which,
it was claimed, was clearly "inspired" and proved
that "Stimson's letter was directed more at France
and England than at Japan,"

The KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, the Red Army daily, used
the references to the Scripps-Howard papers, al-
ready mentioned, probably because of the supposed
statement therein that there had not been such a

serious international crisis since the World War.,

In
N
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In a review of the political events of the pre-
ceding 10 days, headed "The U.S.S.R. Surrounded
by Capitalism," the same paper emphasized that
the Stimson letter and the declarations of many
American politicians that the American Navy
must be increased, are to be teken as a warning
to Japan not to ignore American capitalistic in-
terests in plundering China.

Despite the lively comment of the first days
there was notning in the Russian press in direct
reference to the "letter" since the last date
mentioned above, until the appearance of a long
article in the ZA INDUSTRIALIZATSIYU, No. 64,
of March 17, 1932, entitled "The Japanese-American
Conflict," +translation of which is enclosed. The
substance of this article is: the United States has
a tremendous stake in the future markets of the o~
Orient. Japan has always stood directly in America's
path to those markets and intends to stay there.
Secretary Stimsonts letter is a direct threat to
Japen which, for the nmoment, however, is not being
carried further than general support of Nanking
and unofficial agitation for en anti-Japanese
boycott because there are at the moment three
powerful brakes on Americen Imperialism: first,
Japan can be useful to the United States against
Russia, "the country building socialism®™; second,

it
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it is profitable for America to sell munitions to
Japan; and third, America would have difficulty in
waging war against Japan without an ally. England
is distinctly meant by this latter and is pilctured
as unwilling and France is mentioned &s probably
having a secret agreement with Japan.

The article ends with a comparison of the
present situation with that "on the eve of the
war of 1914" and a repetition of the idea that
"a compromise between the Jepanese and American
imperialists on the ground of an intervention
against the Soviets is perfectly possible." The
author, however, does not attempt to reconcile
this statement with his reference earlier in the
article to the antagonism that existed between the
American and Japanese military when the United States
and Japan were engaged in "an intervention against
the Soviets" in Siberia in 1919 and 1220. The
Russian writer seems to have overshot his mark. He
states that "the United States has always opposed
Jepan's claims to Manchuria very energetically"
and indicates thal America ﬁas not pleased at the
Japanese presence and polioy in Siberia and yet
tries to make it out that now Washington might
agree with Tokyo to let Japan "intervenen toward
Irkutske. One of the privileges of Soviet pub-

licists is to have things both ways. N
on
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On March 29, 1932, in its No. 88, the I1Z-
VESTIYA}iin a long article by P, Lap:lnski,—b

drew up a balance of the results attained to

that date by the League of Nations, and by the
title of the article "Who Holds the Reins™ and in
the last paragraph, attempted to meke out sither
that the League (England and France) were being
driven by Secretary Stimson, or he was being driven
by them. The idea of the Soviet publicist being
of course, that the United States would like to go
farther than it has in restraining Japan but is
being held back by the two powers mentioned or that
England and France (the League) have been dragged
by the United States.xxxxx farther than they want
to go. The Russian line of reasoning is that
"there have been differences of opinion between
England and America since the very beginning of the
Shanghai conflioct. The cdlearest exemplification
of these differences was that England, despite

Washington's

which was forwarded to the Department on April
7, 1932,

Lapinski, Paul, born 1879, Polish Communist
leader, took part in the Zimmerwald and Kien-
thal Conferences in Switzerland, in 1915-1916,
with Lenin, Writes in Russian, Polish, and
other Communist publications, on international
political and economic problems, Author of
pamphlet *The Kellogg Pact and the Pact Agalinst
Kellog W published in Moscow in 1928).
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Washington's insistence, did not support the
American Note of January 7 ...It would seem
at first glance that recently there has been a
radical change, which would be an important matter,
The decision passed oh March 12 by the League of
Nations, a decision, primerily igfluenced by
England, indicates a certain approach to the American
point of view." But the Soviet author gquestions
this,

The author points out that "in the January
7 Note the United States formally brought to the
notice of Jepan and Chine that it would not re-

cognize any tsituation, treaty, or agreement'g

which these governments might accept (that is,
Japan end China) in violation of [§revioq§7
treaties....o"

After a lengthy analysis of the Stimson
letter, with references to the Yoshizawa article
in the NEW YORK TIMES of February 22 and references
to statements by the Japenese Ambassador to China,
Sigemitsu, the author states that "America strove
above all to have included in the decision /fof
the League/ its own decisive formula,k which

is

a
= underlined in the original.

b underlined in the original. By "decisive™ is
meant "basie,”
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is the basis both of the Jenuary 7 Note and

the Stimson Letter. This decisive formula is

a protest against any tgituation, treaty, or
ggreement'g which would violate existing treaties
or obligations growing out of the Covenant of the
League., The Kellogg Pact is mentioned in the de~
cision as it was in the Stimson letter. The
words of the Americen formula are picked up very
carefully."

The paragraphs intervening before the con-
clusion refer to declarations of English states-
men, editorials, and correspondents' articles
largely concerning the alleged American desire
to treat Shanghai and Manchuria as identical
questions, and to the English and French reluctance
to do so.

In his concluding paragraphs the Soviet writer
points out that the League decision, while "re-
peating the exact words of the formula in the
American Note of January 7, nevertheless altered

1t to a certain extent, The American Note de-

clares that the United States 'will not recognize'2
such 'situatioms, treaties, or agreements.® The
decision of the Lesgue of Nations is satisfied
with less: it only points out that a duty tlies?

on the members of the League of Nations (a sort

of

E»underlined in the original,

\-/J
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of *moral obligation' as the correspondent of

the TIMES interprets it) notggecognize that

sort of t*situations, treaties, or agreementst'..."
Thus, claims the Soviet publicist, the

British and French console themselves because

the American position is above all an "“abstract
one," one based on "principles,™ a"'moral'" one,
and he remarks that since Wilson and his famous

- Fourteen Points the "Western European imperial-
istic powers heve learned to perfection the art
of getting around Trans-Atlantic 'morel principles!
in one way or another and how to introduce their
own fcorrectionst into them.”

"For all these reasons the question as to
who holds the reins - Stimson (the United States)
driving the League (England and France) or the
United States being driven by England and France -
is a question that is far from settled. Only
the future can answer it and perhaps even the

very near future.”
Respectfully yours,

Felix Cole,
Chargd d*Affaires a.i.
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1/ The Japanese-Americen Conflict,
(Moscow ZA INDUSTRIALIZATSIYU,
No., 64, March 17, 1932, Page 2.)

(In quintuplicate.)

Copy sent to E,I.C., Paris.
Copy sent to E.I.C., Paris for Tokyo.
Copy sent to E.I.C., Paris for Peiping.

710 (U.S. - Japan.)
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from the Legation at Riga, Latvia.
SOURCE: Moscow ZA INDUSTRI-
ALIZATSIYU,
No. 64,

March 17, 1932,
Page 2.

THE JAPANESE~AMERICAN CONFLICT.
By M. Tanin,

(Translation.)

Every day brings us new and contradictory facts,
and ambiguous information, concerning the attitude
teken by the United States in regard to Far Eastern
events. Stimsonts letter to Senator Borah, and the
concentration of the American Navy in the Pacifie,
seem to indicate that a decided anti-Japenese ten-
dency has taken the upper hand, but even after this
the political line of conduct of the United States
continues to pursue a 2ig-zag course.

Which are the hidden causes of that lack of
determination, strange at first glance, that dis-
tinguishes the policy of powerful Americen imperial-
ism in regard to its rival who is in the act of
seizing positions coveted from of o0ld by American
capitelism? The explanation must be sought in the
circumstance that, apart from the fundamental fact
of American-Japanese antagonism, there are also other
factors at work, which dempen the activity of the

United
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United States, and prevent the existing conflict
of interests from developing even now into a
violent clash.

This, however, does not change the nature of
the antagonism which, as shownby Stimsont's lettexr
and the comments of the Japanese press, is con-
tinuously growing on the whole more acute as
Japanese predatory activities in Chine extend.

The interest of the United States in China
from an economic point of view is very great,
True, just now, Americen investments in Chine
do not constitute a particularly large sum (ap-
proximately 175 million dollars); trade with China
also constitutes an insignificant proportion in
the total commercial turnover of the United States.
But China cannot be conceived as something separate
from the Far East, and the whole of Asia, which
latter is of a tremendous potential significance
to American imperialism,. The trade of the United
States with Asiatic countries, which in 1910-1814
amounted to 15 per cent of the total trade of
the United States, had increased to 28 per cent
in 1930, American imperialism, finding itself
in the throes of an unprecedented economic orisis,
views the Asiatic continent, inhabited by one-
half of all menkind, as a huge market, &s a field
for investment of capital and for the exploita-

tion of vast masses of cheap labor.

The
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The beginning of the expansion of the United
States in the Pacific Basin dates as far back as
that period when young American caepitalism bad
greater possibilities in the home market. 1t
will suffice to recapitulate the principal stages
of American expansion in the direction of the
Pacific: the struggle, which lasted decades, for
the right to build the Panama Canal; the seizure
of the Hawaiian Islands and the Philippines (1898);
the proclamation of the "open door" poldicy in China
(1899); participation in the suppression of the
Boxer Rebellion (1991); the well-knpwn declaration,
partaking of the character of a program, of Pre-
sident Roosevelt at San Francisco to the effect
that "the United States ia a great Asiatic Power,"
and that "its geographic situation on the Pacific
Coast assures for the future America®s peaceful
{(?) rule over its waves,” (1903); participation
in the intervention in Siberia (1918); the in-
itiative of American bankers in the formation of
the second financiel consortium for the exploi-
tation of China (1920); the anti-Japanese pressure
upon the Washington conference (1922); the active
struggle against the Chinese revolutiogﬁﬁovement
(1925-1927); the political tutelage exercised

Qover

a
— qQuestion mark of the author, M. Teanin.
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over the Nanking Government - such are the principal
links in the chein of aggression of American imperial-
ism in the Far East.

On this road, the United States has always
encountered Japan, the rapid expansion of which
found its expression in predatory onslaughts upon
China and Korea, in her war against Tsarist Russia,
and her extremely persistent economic penetration of
the seized territories and spheres of influence.

Manchuria, now seized by Japan, has always been
a hotbed of conflicts between the two rivals, The
United States has alwayg\gpposed Japant's claims to
Manchurie very energeticalz}. © And even at a time
when both antagonists joined the united front of the
imperialists against the "Bolshevik danger," the mu-
tual relations between the military headquarters of
the expeditionary forces both of the United States
and Japan in Siberia, had become so strained in con-
nection with Japan's predatory appetites in Manchuria
and in the Far Eest; that more than once matters were
on the verge of an armed clash (see the most interest-
ing memoirs of General William Graves, at that time
commaender of the American forces. - "America's Siberian
Adventure").

In a word, the struggle of the two imperialistic
Powers for the possibility of exploiting Manchuria,
China, and, generally speaking, the countries of the
Pacific Basin, has a history of several score of years

to look back upon, and Just now, in connection with
the
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the world economic crisis and the attack made by
Japanese imperialism, 1t acquires increased acute-

ness and tension.

The System of Brekes.

Why, then, 1is America passive? The principal
restraint in this matter is the desire of American
imperialism to turn Japan's aggressiveness to ac-
count against the country, hateful to American im-
perialism, that is building up socialism. Inas-
much as that aggressiveness is directed against the
UeSeSeRe, 1t meets with the inward sympathies of
American imperiaelism., The Tokyo diplomats speculate
on that sympathy. Very characteristic in this
respect are the writings of the American, Bronson-
Reigh, a well-known mercenary in the pay of the
Japanese, who publishes the FAR EASTERN REVIEW in
Tokyo, with money from certain secret funds.

Recalling the intervention in Siberia, Bronson-
Reigh writes:

"If the original plan of the Supreme

Council of the Allies (regarding the com-

pensation of Japan at the expense of Siberia)

had been carried into effect, Japan would now
be in Irkutsk or in Chita, constituting a bul-
wark against the Sovietization of Mongolia and

& large part of China, and the pressure upon

India would have been relaxed."™
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This playing on the "Bolshevik danger" and the
menace of the revolutionary movement in India has
an effect, And sundry influentiael groups of
American financial capital, and more especially
banking groups, having an equal fear of the Chinese
revolution, believe that Japan's services as police-
men, to watch China, might be very useful to American
imperialism, Reflecting the views and tendencies
of these circles, a certain American financial news-
paper writes that "Japan's activities in Manchuria
open up a territory that has hitherto been inaccess-
ible - to normal business intercourse." In con-
formity therewith, a New York financial group en-
gaged in negotiations concerning the granting of a
loan to Japen; these negotiations, however, yielded
no results ( just as the efforts of Lamont for a
large loan to the South Manchurian Railway in 1927
had no positive result) just at the moment when
the Japanese Prime Minister, Tenaka, proclaimed
his "positive," or more plainly speaking, aggressive-
predatory policy in Manchuria.

Closely connected with this tendency 1is the
formula, "Japanese brains - American money," coined
by the head of the American steel trust, Gary.

This means that American capitalism is in a position
to teke very profitable advantage of Japanese in-
itiative, Japanese connections, ete. 0f interest
in this respect is an article which appeared in

one of the latest issues of the organ of the

steel
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steel industry of the United States, the IRON AGE
(February 18). The article enlarges in quiet
language on the broad prospects for the develop-
ment of heavy industry in Manchuria under the
Japanese protectorate, and points out that "its
further industrialization, for satisfying the
needs of Manchuria with her population of 29 mil-
lion, end of Japan with a considerably larger pop-
ulation, will ultimately be to the benefit of all
countries concerned." These words reflect the
hope that creating & new industry in Maenchuria
will result in big orders for the American steel
industry and machine-building industry whose out-
put now, as & result of the orisis, has dropped
to an unprecedengiy low level. In the conditions
under the severity of the crisis, todeys interests
override to a certain extent the interests and
worrles of tomorrow, on which morrow Japanese
heavy industry, from its Manchurian base, is
likely to enter into competition with the United
States,

The strong effect of the orders placed by
the Japanese Ministry of War is being felt,
There was very good reason for the cold reception
given by industrial cirstes to the proclamation
advocating an anti-Japanese bpyocott, issued by
a number of political personages and bourgeois
economists, A prominent Republican senator,

member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Moses,




DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

Department. of State letter, A t 10, 1972
Bypimwﬁ%}_'_ﬁ%f Daté _(2-/8-75

-8~

Mr. Moses, expressed himself as follows on this
point:

"There are too many businessmen who adhere
to the somewhat selfish point of view: let them
fight, eand we*ll sell them merchandise. Morally
this is very base, but nevertheless, such 1s the
opinion of many of our business people.”

The American "business people" maks nc small
profits on the orders placed by Japan as well as
by China. Tokyo has given large orders for
munitions of war, cotton, oil, copper. Nanking
also buys war stores, aeroplanes, etc, The
shops of the Remington Arms Company have recently
resumed work to their full capacity. In its re-
ports the Department of Commerce emphasizes the
comparative growth of export trade to Japan and
China {which is also due to the anti-Japenese
boycott in China), (In 1931, American exports
to Japan amounted to 155 million dollars, and ex-
ports to China, 98 million dolliars). The NEW YORK
TIMES writes that the appearance of Mars (the god
of war) at the stock-exchange is in favor of the
"bulls," that is, the jobbers speculating on a
rise of stocks. .

It should be noted, however, that the mag-
nates of guns and machine gun& , of armor plates,
aeroplanes, and poilsonous gases, are still more
interested in the uninterrupted increase of
Americsn armements, in the event of a war with

Japan,
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Japan, provided, of course, there are chances of
success,

The American imperialists, however, are fully
awere of the tremendous difficulties of a war with
Japan, if the United States has no allies. The
well-known English navel expert, Hector 3. Bywater,
the author of the much talked-of book predicting
"The Great Pacific Wer," although believing that
the United States will ultimately be victorious,
prophesies that Japan will seize the Philippines
and the Island of Guam, that the Japanese Navy
will attack California, that America will block
the Panama Canal by sinking some of its own ships
there, - and the United States will have other
temporary reverses. Other authors (Admiral Bubnov
and Genersal Golovin, in the book, "The Strategy of
the American-Japanese War," published abroead, and
reepublished in our country) hold that without
allies the United States cannot defeat Japan.

But without war, Jepan will not let Manchuria
g0, This has been firmly resolved in Tokyo. This
is well known also in Washington. The United States
needs allies., But Frence supports Japan openly,
probasbly having a secret agreement with her, while
England, to judge by Stimsén's recent energetic
declaration deprecating enti-Japanese economic
reprisals, is not minded to give to the United
States even as much as diplomatic support. More-
over, the latest telegrems mention the efforts made

to renew the Anglo-Japanese alliance. This fact
too
e
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too plays an important part in the network of causes
which restrain the United States from taking decided

steps ageinst Japan.

Will These Brakes Hold?

This complex mechanism of brekes retards to *
a certain extent the progress of Japanese~American
antagonism, But if we follow up the trend of
events during the half-year since Japants war
egainst Chine started we see that for all the
zig-zags of the Washington line of poliey, it is
visibly becoming more aggressive. That Stimson's
letter to Senator Borah was made public is very
significant in this respect.

Stimson further points out that in connection
with the Manchurian and Shanghal events "a situa-
tion has come about which cannot be made to appear
in keeping" with the nine-Power sagreement for
equal trading opportunities for all Powers in
China, and with the Kellogg Pact; Stimson re-
peats and emphasizes the thesis of the note of
January 7 to the effect that the United States
ndoes not recognize any situation based upon any
treaty or agreement between the Government of
Japan and China, concluded contrary to the ob-
ligations stipulated in the above-mentioned
documents (the Nine-Power Agreement, and the
Kellogg Pact), and violating the rights of
our Government or its citizens in China."

And
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And by way of drawing "practical conclusions,®
Stimson declares: "The possibility of chenging the
provisions of the Nine-Power Agreement cannot be
discussed without at the same time taking into
consideration the premises on which it is based.”

The meaning of this twisted diplomatic formulsa
eand of the allusion to the "premises™ mentioned in
another part of the letter, is that if Japan violates
the Nine-Power treaty, the United States regains its
freedom to increase its naval armements to fortify
the Philippines and the Island of Guam, which are
8 menace Yo Japan.

This is a bit stronger than the correspondence
addressed to the Geneva stock brokers' exchange}

But nevertheless the threats of the United
States had no effect, The representative of the
Japanese War Department declared that Stimson's
reference to the Philippines end the Island of
Guam was an "attempt at intimidation, but that
Japan is prepared, and not afraid."

By the way, this is the point of view not
only of /Japanese/ military circles. One of
the most prominent Japanese diplomats, Marquis
Ishii, states point-blank in his recently pub-
lished "Diplomatic Notes," practically declining
persistently the demand of the United States for
the "open door" in China: "Even the annulment
of the Lansing-Ishii egreement leaves Japan's

special

*®
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special interests 1n China as they were... Neither
Europe nor Americe can try to deprive us of this,
or to alter the existing situation.”

The more the Japanese military operations and
the accompanying measures of economic coercion in
Manchurie develop, the more acute will this ir-
reconcilable conflict of interests grow, The

Japsnese selzure of Chinese enterprises, customs

houé%s, banks, vast stretches of lahd, etc., - all

this 18 apt to disillusion those American business
circles which had hoped for profitable collabora-
tion with the Japanese. Menchurie is a huge drill
ground for further aggression against the remainder
of China. The conditions of "peace," offered by
the Japanese headquarters before Shanghai, the
bombardment of other ports, the preparations for
a second edition of the Shanghai events in Tientsin,
the aotivity of the Japanese gunboats in the inland
streches of the Yangtze River -~ all this shows
that, while the Japanese ilmperialists are eating,
thelr appetite continuously grows more ravenous
(for it would be erroneous to think that the pur-
pose of these operations is only to get hold of
some trump cardsfor the coming negotiation; with
China and the Powers; no, the purpose is to seize
new footholds in China proper).

American imperialism, whieh proclaimed thet
"the United States 1s a. Great Asiatic Power,” through
Roosevelt*s mouth, or, as Stimson renders this idea,

"one of the leading Powers in the Pacific," cannoi

) remain
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remain a disinterested observer while its present

and future markets are seized. American imperial-
is

ism will not remain passive even if it/left without

allies,

But what concrete measures can the United States

adopt? The minimum program is, on the oné‘hand,

ald to the Nanking Government by supplying muni-
tions of war, and perhaps also money; and on the
other hand, anti-Japanese boycott. At fhe pre-
sent moment, the ides of a boycott does not meet
the approval of the leading business and politicsl
circles. But it may be presumed that later on,ﬂ
a8 Chinese events develop, the sentiment in the
United States in favor of a boycott will incresase,
Even now the organs of financial capital, while

so far expressing themselves against boycott,

are raising an alarm because of Japanese pre-
datory tendencies. The WALL STREET JOURNAL (of
Februsry 10), in an article under the heading,
"The Closing of the Open Door," points out with
apprehension that: "Japan intends to seize the
whole foreign trade of China, as it is already
rapidly doing in Manchuria,."

It i3 only a short step from this indignation
at the "practical and oynical boldness"™ on the
part of Japan to the adoption of reprisals.

True, boycott is a double-edged swprd. But
while exports to the United States are a matter

of vital importance to Japan (constituting 40
per
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per cent of ber whole exports), exports to Japan
from the United States are insignificant (3 or

4 per cent). The United States can also bring
financial pressure to bear upon Japan, and this is
being done already to an insignificant extent.

The huge financial advantages of the United
3tates may also be turned to account in the matter
of navel armaments. The Chairman of the Naval
Affairs Committee of the Ameriocan Senate, Iale,
in reading the figures which characterize Japanese
naval armesments, stated that "Great Britein does
not appear so much as a great naval power as does
Japan," Moving a vast counter—program'pr0vid1ng
for 112 fighting units, Hale added modestly that
this would have a "stabilizing effect upon the
affairs of the world.,” (1) /Exclamation mark in
the text./

The character of this "stabilization" is
elucidated by an article in the organ of the
Japanese imperialists, the NIKHON, Jhich in con-
nection with American armements, and more part-
icularly the grandiose maneuvers in the Pacifie,
writes as follows: "The United States first ex-
pressed itself verbally against Japan. Now the
United States confirms its words by meneuvers.
Whether we like it or not we are on the eve of
a war in the basin of the Pacific.”

And from the other side of the Pacific comes
the echo: "If Japan subjugates China, the inevitable

result
——!
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result will be war between Japan and the United
States," (the Washington correspondent of the
ASSOCIATED PRESS, February 20).

These are not mere words, These are signs.
We also perceived such signs on the sve of the war
of 1914...

True, since that time the world situation has
radically changed inasmuch as all imperialistiec
Powers taken together are confronted with & com-
mon mortally hated foe - the Union of Soviet Social-~
ist Republics. And, as already pointed out, this
historical fact, one of cardinal importance, is
largely instrumental in restraining the forces
making for a Japanese-American war. A compromise
between the Japanese and the American imperialists
on the ground of an intervention sgainst the Soviets
is perfectly possible. But it would be a rotten
and unstable compromise. Though it may sound
paradoxieal, jolnt participation of Japanese as
well as American imperialism in an anti-Soviet in-
tervention would not strengthen the imperialistic
front in the end, but weaken it. We have seen
this elready by the example of the Siverien in-
tervention in 1918, The seizure of Manchuria
by Japan increases still more the difficulties in
the way of the solideary activity of the two
rivel imperialistic Powers:

"The campaign of Western European counter-
revolution, meant to buttress the Russian counter-

- revolution,
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was frustrated through disagreement
camps of the counter-revolutionartes
end the East, between the camps of

and the Western exploiters, between

the camps of Japan and America.” (Lenin,)
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American Legation,
Riga, April 6, 1932,

234
7" Abstract of despatch No. FOE D of
NG v

Soviet press comment on the "Stimson Lettern
to Senator Borah was lively during a short period.
It revolved mainly around en interpretation of
the letter as an effort to form a united front
of England, France, and the United States against
Japan. Historically and economically (i.e., im-
perialistically) Japan and the United States are
rivels - neither will surrender - there is danger
of war ~ but desire to sell arms to Japan, hope
that Japan will attack the land of socielism, and

lack of allies, are holding America back.
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REF

"i . /::tn\;'vL_f\;? tlf bftﬂ
Vs SO wcmrtwn GPAY

q f J\ : A0 80 1A ' Narking via N. R.
~ W ‘ ‘/, Davidiaty o g“’n’ :

; s R Dated April 20, 1932
\ U"/vt,”" s, p\k Lo

s1/4

O
A

Secretary of State,

Washington.

April 20, noon.
The following telegram has been sent to American Consul

.

at Geneva:

890G/v6°c6L

"April 20, 11 a. m.

FOR THE SECRETARY.

Your April 18, 11 p. m. I concur in colleagues' views

as set forth in Shanghai's April 19, 3 p. m., to Geneva.".

J CHNSCN

XIr

261 18 By,

HED
Chinese situation
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

e ORIV S
Q1984 FROM ORAY

Lo vt o Shanghai via N. R..
LA s, At Dated April 20, 1933

Rec'd

secretary of State, [COPIES SENT TG [ BT
Washington. O.N.. ANDM. L. D. ﬂAPR

A

4
April 20, 3 p. m. W

Au0 returned from Nanking last night and informs me
that he is still expecting news from Geneva and does not
expect there will te any meetines here for dayrs. Sub-

Cerrmittee is meeting this afternoon.

~

For the Minister

BEIGERT
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

ub ‘13‘/;
< CEITED 4
P g 1932 Nanking via N. R.

FROM GRAY

F Divison uz Dated April 20, 1932

gy b .
Alung B )
Rec'dyi{&«&-amm“

‘ ] Division of
FAR EASTHBM |
Secretary of State,
W/APR 2
Washington. ¢ o e

82, Anril 20, 5 p..m.
American Minister will leave Nanking tomorrow by

airplane, arriving Shanghai April 21, 10 a. m.

PECK

CLOS/ V6 °C6L
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. kol Riga, upw 8 1932
Subject: Rusgian.Peess-Céfiient on "ihe Stimson
701 ) e

Bl
o

= T A or g

ATER Eiaﬁi}”:@' 5}.!;’ ) ivision of

¥ FAR EASTERN AfFaips
APp

{FOR DISTRIBOL 105 ~ GHuCR |

To th. ®iala
Iu y.

P

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

AFi301932

I have the honor to report that in the early
days of the Chinese-~Japanese conflict the Soviet
press mentioned an advance of French colonial
troops from northeastern Indo-China into the
southwestern provinces of China. These allega-
tions were publicly denled and Moscow for some
time dropped the subject presumably &n the press
of more exciting and vivid events in the Far East.
Recently, however, the Russian press has emphasized

alleged
e’
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alleged Franco~Japenese relations and has now re-
turned to the attack in a reasoned article in the
SNABZHENIE, KOOPERATSIA, TORGOVLYA which has a
certain amount of documentation, according to
Russian standards. The article, from the March
21, 1932, issus, No. 66, a translation of which

is enclosed, seems out of place, both in style and
content, in the journal -a periodical not expected
to be read abroad and which appeals to a very
special class of readers,

The article begins by pointing out that, on
the surface, Japanese action in China would not
seem to favor French interests. Nevertheless,
French press ocomment has approved the ocourse of
Japanese poliocy in Manchuria and China in the last
seven months, The artiole bedly asserts that
this is due to Japanese bribery of the Paris press,

French loans to Japan are discussed. The
French banking interests whioch are alleged to have
backed these loans are analyzed and the author
asserts thet the money trails lead back to a French
bank represantipg the Schneider-Creuzot munitions
works. The writer says:

What is really the Franco-Japanese Bank?

The Chalirman of its board of directors is

Charles Dumont who was the French Minister

of the Navy when Japanese aotivities in

China began e..

It is asserted that Frenoh military journals
discussed Japanese actions in the Far East before

the
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the Niponese troops began to move. THE NEW YORK
NATION is quoted and the article ends by recalling
alleged French fears of Communism in Indo-China
and pointing out thet Japan and France are united

by their common entagonism to Soviet Russia.

Felix Cole,
Chargd d'Affaires a. i.

Respectfully yours,

Enclosure:
1. France and Japen in the Far East,
{Moscow SNABZHENIE, KOOPERATSIA, TORGOVLYA

/Supply, Cooperatives, Trade/, No. 86,
March 21, 1932.)

(In quintuplioate.)

Copy sent to E.I.C., Paris.

Copy sent to E.I.C., Paris for Tokyo.
Copy sent t0 E.I.C., Paris for Peiping.

-

710 R(Japan - China.)

¥C/hs
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Enclosure No. 1 to despatoh No. 237 op aew B 1082

from the Legation at Riga, Latvia.
SOURCE: Moscow SNABZHENIE,
KOOPERATSIA,
TORGOVLYA
(Supply, Cooperatives,
Trade),
No. 66,
March 21, 1932,
Page 2.
FRANCE AND JAPAN IN THE FAR EAST.
By S. Brand.

{(Translation.)

The attitude of French imperialism in regard
to the Japanese adventure in China has been per-
fectly olear from the very first deays of the -
seizure of Manchuria. The press orgens of the
[French] Government and heavy industry have un=
hesitatingly sided with Japean from the very begin-
ning of, the events in the Far East. The band-
master in this harmonjous concert is undoubtedly
the TEMPS, & newspaper whose shares, together ﬁith
the whole editorial staff, were taken over two
years ago by the Comité dea Forges, and which still
18 the recognized semi-officilal mouthpiece of
the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs,

It is true that, in the firat days after the
occupation of Mukden and Tsitsihar by Japanese
troops, some newspapers raised mild objections
against the Japanese military, and even hoped that
the League of Nations would put a stop to the
occupation. But this brave talk soon ceased

almoat
-
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almost entirely as if by a magic wande Now, after
the revelations of the Geneva TRAVAIL, we know thet
this was not so much due to the magilo wand as to the
ten million francs distributed among the Paris
editors by the Franco-Japanese Bank.

But even this does not explain exhaustively why
French imperialism daecided to assume the part of
Japan's ally in the Far East. Indeed, the Japanese
seizure of Manchuria, the attask on Shanghai and upon
other economie centers of Inner China, is a menace
to French ocapital just as it is to the interests of
the bourgeoisie of the other countries,

There is no exact calculation of French capital
invested in China. Aocording to data adduced by
the New York professor Roemer, 181 French enterprises
were registered in Chine in 1929 (574 American and
682 English.) In addition, Frenoch ocapital, togethsr
with English and Americen capital, has been invested
in the large Chinese banks ("Central Bank of Chins,"
the "Bank of China," etc.) It would seem that under
such a state of affairs the French bourgeoisie ought
not to be interested at all in supporting Japanese
armed intervention which paralyzes the entire economie
1ife of China.

Therefore the feeling of alarm with which the
woeekly EUROPE NOUVELLE:lono of the few bourgeois
organs which in this matter have retained a certain
independence of opinion, addresses the French

Government,
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Government, appears perfectly natural: "Lass than

any other country is France justified in closing

her eyes to the danger threatening her. First of
all because French interests, French capital in-
vested in China, exceed the interests and the

capital of any other country, except Japan, Next,
because Japaness exports to China compete emphatically
‘with French exports and those of her colonies while

at the same time French and Japanese commercial
relations are insignificant and even tend to decreass.
It is easy to imegine what will become of French
interests if China is turned into a Japenese vassal.
And, lastly, all these interests are subordinate to
the economic and the political protection of Indo-
China."

These apprehensions, however, are openly shared
only by very rgw bourgeois organs (the liberal
OEUVRE, the conservative JOURNAL DES DEBATS.) The
remainder of the French press is either silent, or
stands up, frothing at the mouth, for Japan's "lawful
right to self~defense.”

The Germsan press and the American press endeavor
to solve the riddle of this confliot between the
direct interests of French capital and the official
polioy of the French Government by presuming that
there is a secret Franco-Jepanese agreement.

"The attitude of France," writes the Paris
correspondent of the American weekly, NATION, "cannot
be oomprehended without the hypothesis of a Franco-

[ Japanese
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Japanese agreement.”

This "hypothesis"™ is borne out by a considerabls
number of facts and authoritative statements whioch
show that a Franco-Japanese agreement -~ whether
laid down in some document, or not - does exist,
and not since yesterday.

The statement has been made more than once in
the international press that as far baok as the
summer of 1931 Japean obtained a loan from France
of 500 million francs, This loan was not placed
as usuel through banks, but the money was taken from
the "Loans and Consignments Fund," which is a special
institute attached to the Ministry for Finance for
the management of the funds intendsd for social S~
insuranece. The money was paid-through the medium
of the Franco-Japanese Bank, Moreover, Jepan re-
ceived 250 million franos through private benks -
the "Banque de Pays du Nord,™ the "Banque de 1l'Union
Parisienne," and the "Union Europdenne Industrielle
at Financidre."™

We have writtem out in full the designations of
these banks, because their partiocipation in the
Japanese loans gives the whole transaotion a very
partioular charscter,

What 1s really the Franco-Japanese Benk? The
chairman of its board of directors is Charles Dumont
vho was the Frenoch Minister of the Navy, when
Jepanese ectivities in China began -~ also official

delegate
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delegate to the Geneva Disarmement Conference., But
probably the best characterization of the Japanese
loan transaction is that the Franco-Japanese Bank is
practically controlled by the not unknown Schneider-
Creuzot, the head of the largest world trust of war
industries, and the chairmen of the French Mine
Owners® Committee.

Among the other leading persons of the Franoco-
Japanese Bank Schnelder's son-in-lavis should be men-
tioned nexte Count Saint Sauveur, and our old
friend, Meurice Paleologue, the former French Am-
bassador in St. Petersburg, one of the inspirers
of the intervention against the U.S.5.R., and the
"high protector" of the Paris White refugees. The
last-named of the banks mentioned, the "Union
Européenne, ™" was founded by Sohneider especially to
finance the numserous war industry trusts connected
with his concern in one way or another (such as the
Skoda trust in Czechoslovakia, the war industry
concerns in Poland, Rumania, Hungary, and Yugoslavia,)

Why did Jepan get the money from France? ‘The
faot, generally known now, that from the beginning
of August, 1931, six weeks before the sudden attack
of the Japanese militarists upon Mukden, the Creuzot
works were working at full capacity on urgent orders
for war stores for Japan, will answer this question.

The

a the word may also mean brother-in-law, Transle-~
tor's note.

~ /J
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'he German press also mentions another oharac~
teristic event. On Septemver 1, 1931, that is, two
and one~half weeks before the seizure of Mukden,
the official journal of the French Ministry for Wer,
the REVUE MILITAIRE FRANCAISE, printed a long
article dealing with the occupation of Manchuria by
Japenese troops from a military-technical point of
view.

These facts are sufficient fully to convince
anyone of the existence of a Franoo-Japanese under-
standing in regard to the Far East. In the given
case it is immaterial whether a treaty to that effect
has been signed, of which the French Government
categorically denies the existenoe, or whether the
governments of the two imperialistioc Powers have done
without a formal document, One thing is evident:
Japan made sure of the Political and material support
of the French Government long before her Manchurian
adventure.

In the chain of these fects there is only one
ciroumstance that so far has not been clarified,
namely: what was the price the French bourgeoisie
received scquiesce in exchange for the losses sustained
through the bombardment of Shanghai ané the long
paralysis of Chinese foreign trade?

On this point the German and the Amerioan press
agree exactly.

"It is said, writes the usually well-informed
Berlin liberal weekly, WELTBUEHNE, "that France has

granted
—




DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

Depart.ment of State letter, A t 10, 1972
s Date _/2-/8-75

-7=

granted Japan a free hand in Manchurias in exchange
for the emphatisc support of the Japanese delegate
at the Hague International Tribunal as far back as
the question of the Austro-German customs union ...
There are also statements to the effect that Japan
has promised Franoe her support at the disarmament
oconference,”

The above-mentioned New York NATION writes:

"In Paris it is stated that Japan has promised to
support the French at the disarmament conference.
But this explanation, ocontinues the said periodical,
seems to us to be insufficient. It is much more
probable that Fraqoe is prepared to recognize
Japanese supremacy in China, in order to prevent
Soviet influence on China, And if Japen's activities
lead to war between Japan and the U.S.S.R., and,
consequently, to a suspension of the Five-Year Plan,
this circumstance will probably not ocause much
regret in Paris."

This "surmise™ of the Amerioan bourgeois _
publicist is the only plausible explanation of the
solidarity between Japanese and Frenoh imperialism
in the Far Raat. The Paris industrialists and
bankers long ago began to be alarmed at the begin-
ning of the revolutionary ferment in Indo-China.

The French Government sends punitive expeditions to
Annam, Cambodja, Chochin-China, and Tonkin; it has
covered all Indo~Chine with a network of jails and
gallows; but notwithstanding the large sacrifices

in
[
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in human life and gold, it cannot stop the prodigious
growth of the movement against imperialistic oppres-
sion. The French colonizers know very well that the
movement in Indo~China is olosely connected with the
revolutionary movement in the south of China (the
Frenoh colony Tonkin borders direotly on Hunan) and
their hatred of the Chinese revolution and of the
U.Se5.Re has naturally lead them to a rapprochment
with the Japanese military. It was not for nothing
that as far back as the beginning of the Manchurian
campaign the Chief of the French General Staff, the
notorious General Weygand, uttered the sentence which
hae sinoe been picked up by ths entire press: YThis
step will strengthen oivilization in the East against
Bolshevism." -
What is practically en alliance between the
French and the Japanese imperialists is the natural
outcome of their oommon political aims, Japan,
armed with Schneider guns, end supplied with French
taxpayers' gold,is to act in the Far East as the
same gendarme 1in regard to the U.S.5.R. as tqe
center of the world revolution, Frenoh ocapitalism,

arrogates to 1tself in Europe. *
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, April 8, 1932,

SPECIAL REPORT
No. W. D. 1030.

To the Secretary of State, n&"[ﬁﬁgy‘”{l/y Zf&" /
~<Uhy y
Washington, D. C. Feaw st /

SLo/ Y6 °CRL

The Americen Ambassedor forwards herewith
Mr. Warrington Dewson's Special Report No. W.D.
1030, dated April 8, 1932,

2€e6l 28 EdY
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, April 8, 1932.

Serial No. W, D. 1030.
SPECIAL REPORT,

By Warrington Dawson,
Special Assistant.

SUBJECT: The Manchurian Question as seen by
the Catholic Organ LA CROIX

LA CROIX published on April 2, 1932, an editorial
entitled "The Importance of Manchuria in the Far Bast,"
gigned by J. Caret, declaring that because of the Man-
churian question in particular, the situetion in the Far
East remains very serious even though the fighting has
stopped. The problems which precipitated a clash be-
tween Japan and China remein and an attempt at a foreible
solution is therefore still possible.

Manchurie is considered as being the key to the
situation.

Subsequent to the Russo-Japanese war and the Treaty
of Portsmouth, Japan expected to find in Manchuria wide
spaces needed for the overflow of its population. The
cold climate did not prove favorable to the Japanese
race, however, and that was why the Chinese supplied the

necessary labor. There are now soms twenty-seven million
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Chinese out of the thirty million inhgbitents of Man-
churia, whereas the Japanese there do not number more
than two hundred thousend who are however the ruling
class,

In the future, the key to power on the Asiatic
Continent will belong to whoever controls Menchuria,
Japan wishes to £ill this part and at one time she
Was able to agree with the other interested Powers
for separating the countiry into two zones of influence,
BRussia to the North and Japan to the South, But the
European nations and the United States wished to have
their szhare in the wealth of Manchurie where they had
demanded the open-door policy.

The conclusion reached dy IA CROIX is that, Japan
now finding itself in conflict with the other Powers
baving extensive interests in the Pacific, Manchuria
i3 now the sceme of a struggle whose gravity cannot be
denied.

If particular attention is called to the above
article, it is because the PFar Eastern matter dealt
with either editorially or in the news columns of LA
CROIX emanates to & large extent from the French mis-
sionaries in the Far East and iz therefore bftian both
direct and also exclusive in nature.
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Very respectfully,

Warrington Dawson,
Special Assistant.

4
i

Enclosure: ﬁ

1. Excerpt from LA CROIX,
April 2, 1932,

In quintuplicate
851,8 6a
¥D/DES
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Encl. #1 to Special Report #WD 1030, April 8, 1932.
Excerpt from LA CROIX, April 2, 1932.

¥ From The American Embassy, Paris.

L’importance de

la Mandchourie

en Extréme-Orient

1
] L'attention  du monde se porte
‘de nouveau sur la Mandchourie.
L’accord conclu le 29 mars enfre
délégués japonais et délégués chi-
nois au sujet de la cessation com-
pléte des hostilités a Changhai
; permet d’espérer un prompt accord
;concernant le reste des questions
& régler. Mais les Japonais s'op-
posent catégoriquement & ce que
I'affaire de Mandchourde soit évo-
quée & la suite de Paffaire de
iChanghaY. Ils estiment que cette
| affaire a é{é résolue par la procla~
imation de [Il'indépendance du
~nouvel Etat mandchou ;- ils dé-
nient & la Société des Nations
comme aux puissances le droit de
la rouvrir, et le ministre de la
Guerre japonais a été jusqu's dé-
clarer que son pays se retirerait
de 'aréopage de Gendve si:la pu-
blication du rapperf que doif re-
mettre la Commission d’encuéte
de la S. D. N. en Extréme-Orient
provoquait une pouvelle intervén-
tion -dp.. celle-ei dans l& gdestion
mandé¢houe. Co o

La Chine, de son ¢6té, se refuse
-énergiquement a accepter le fait
accompli. Elle persiste & consi-
dérer 1la Mandchourie comme une
partie intégrante du territoire de
la République, bien que ce terri-
toire, situé, comme la Mongolie
et le Thibet, en dehors de la
Grande Muraille, ait-joui au cours
des siécles d’'une certaine indépen-
‘dance politique et administrative.
- 11 serait vain de se le dissi-
muler : la situation reste grave en
;Extréme-Orient. On ne se bat plus,
Jnais les problémes qui ameneérent
“’emploi de la force n'ont pas dis-
saru ; toute tentative de solution
bar la violence reste donc pos-
sible. :

L'enjeu -est de taille. Un vaste

ritime. Ce furent donc les Chinois
qui . fournirent la main-d'®uvre
indispensable & l’exploitation du
territoire ; ils sont maintenant
27 millions environ sur la tren-
taine de millions qui peuplent la
Mandchourie, tandis que le nombre
des Japonais ne dépasse pas
200000. Ces derniers constituent
donc les cadres de la colonisation,
la classe dirigeante. Ils se sant,
du reste, admirablement acquittés
de leur role: l'exploitation est
menée selon les méthodes les plus
modernes, l'industrie  agricole
prospére, les services ferroviaires
ne le cédent en rien i ceux d’Eu-
rope ou d’Amérique. Les villes du
Liao-Toung sont des modéles
d’'urbanisme ; I'’hygiéne et l'ins-
truction publique, notamment, y
font I'admiration des visiteurs
européens.

Depuis la conclusion du traitd
de Portsmouth; Russes et Nippons
se sont fort bien entendus pour
se pariager le pays en deux zones
d’influence : Pune au Nord, l'autre
au Sud. Mais les nations euro-
péennes et les Etats-Unis tiennent
a appliquer & la Mandchourie le
principe de la « porte ouverie ».
Elles veulent leur part des ri-
chesses mandchoues, et surtout
elles redoutent 'augmentation de
puissance qu'acquerraient le ou
les détenteurs de ce pays, dont on
a pu comparer la position, aux
portes de 'Extréme-Orient, & celle
de Suez ou de Panama.

TL.e centre du f{rafic mondial
s'est, au cours des siécles, déplacé
constamment de 'Est & 'Ouest ;
du bassin de la Meéditerranée, il
est passé dans VAflantique. On
peut prédire que, dans la deuxiéme
moitié du xx* siécle, importance
économique du Pacifique sera
prépondérante. La clé de la puis-
sance sera entre les mains de la
nation qui possédera la Mand-
chourie. Le Japon voudrait bien
étre cette nation. Mais il trouvera’
devant lui 'opposition des autres’
nations qui ont de grands intéréts
dans le Pacifique. : L

La gravit§ de la partie serrée
qui se joue actuellement en Mand-
chourie n'échappera a personne.

- J. CAReT.
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' L'ancion empsreur de Chine Pou-Yi ™*®%
“» devenu président de la Répubiique f'%
‘ mandchoue. g
1 - ;B
- territoirs peuplé d'une trentaine ﬁs
. de millions d’habitants, dont le =ol a3
; et le sous-sol offrent de grandes@.; ‘
~: richesses qu'en commence Seule- ¥
ment A exploiter : felle est laf'3f-.
7 Mandchourie. Ajoutons que la po- i
+f sition stratégique du pays, tra-i"%
Aversé ‘par le dernier trong¢on du ,ﬁ
QTranssibérien,‘ est de toute pre- [
/pIniére importance, puisqu’il com- i ‘!ﬁ
-y mande le point - d’aboutissement pygs
% de la grande ligne ferrée qui relie &
A UEurope ‘a I'Extréme-Orient. s
’ L'ouverture -de la Mandchourie| .
42 la colonisation remonte & la fin
# du x1x* sidele. Ce furent les Russes |
i qui - établirent la premiére ligne f;
éferrée, celle dont nous venons-de &
tparler. La colonisation suivit" le &
trail, comme -dans le Far-West
jaméricain.Céréales, haricots soya, §
i bois des foréts septentrionales 4
¢s'acheminérent vers Vladivostock,
tpuis vers Port-Arthur également, &
*lorsque fut construif, au Sud, &
i T’embranchement de -Kharbine a %
la péninsule du Liac-Toung... F
Le Japon ne pouvait tolérer que
tle .colosse -russe 's’établit ainsi a
.1ses" portes, sur. le Pacifique. A la g
"{suite de la guerre victorieuse qu'il |
‘! mena contre la Russie, les droils 3
"tatquis ‘en Mandchourie pér ce k.
dernier pays lui furent transférés
‘en vertu du traité de . Portsmouth.
:L'Empire du Soleil Levant prenait |4
idonc la possession des~chemins’
;de fer du sud du pays et devenait |§
ydétenteur du bail & ferme de la |,
tpéninsule du Liao-Toung, ainsi g
que du droit d'exploiter les ri-(@§
“chesses agricoles dans foute la iy
 Mandchourie.
Tokio pensait trouver dans les
! plaines mandchoues les espaces jy
" nécessaires pour y répandre lefe
; trop-plein de sa population, quijy
sest & D'étroit dans ses iles. Mais
Ile climat du pays, trés chaud en g
été; glacial. en hiver, n’est pasf
favorable aux- Nippons, habituss f;
i3 la douceur de leur climat ma-

LLON U6 VWeLIGSU FNpeae
— T, . — mrrA e -
:,jce:r,u,c LLOW IV eI ¥hLIT

Ewor* 7 o nbecyoT yebornp “p Toon’
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SeE __894.0011/79

(Ballantine ) pATED .. April 20,1932

NAME 1—1187 eve

REGARDING:

Derogatory article concerning the Imperial;House of Japan, Newspaper
incident has been amicably settled.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE UNDER SECRETARY

~J “1‘.\ o
April 14, 1932%wwur

e sroam,

of State
TRVt

@
Memorandum of conversation with the Japanese AmbassadoT,
April 14. v

The Japanese Ambassador handed me a memorandum stating
wnat his Government was willing to agree to as to with-
drawal of troops in the negotiations at Shanghéi. This
was a compromise sg%ution made by Sir Miles Lampson and
avolding any direct issue on a time schedule, stating
that Japanese troops will be withdrawn as soon as order
has been restored -~ it is hoped within a period of six
months. The Ambassador said that the Japenese repre-
sentative in Geneva had been instructed to state that
this was agreeable to his Government. HKe said that it
was obviously a compromise, that he felt Japan had gone
as far as it could and that he hoped the powers might
bring pressure to bear on Chlina and on the League to bring
about 1ts acceptance by the Chinese. He said that, of )
course, he could not ask the American Government to do S~
this. I refused to comment in any way, merely telling him
that I thought it would be extremely unfortunate if the

negotiations should be allowed to break down.

U WRC/AB W. R. Castle,dr.
W
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Arrtl 25 g3

Fo. ¥ 97457

GONFIDZNTIAL. FOR_STAFF USE ONLY.

Edwin L. Néville, Esquire,
American Chargé d'Affaires ad interim,

Tokyo.

-

YL0S/v6° ey,

Sir:
There is enclosed, for your confidential ine

formation, a copy of a memorandum of a gonversation
I had on April 1ith with the Japanese Ambassador con-
* cerning the withdrawal of troope in the negotiations

at 8hanghal.
Very truly yours,

We R. Castle, jr
Acting Secretary of State.

1 enclosures

Copy of memorandum of
April 14.

U vo/aB
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April 25 1932,

Fo. ? ﬁ’é/

CONFIDERTIAL. FOR STAFF USE ORLY.

The Honorable
Helson T. Johnson,
American Minister,
Peiping.
Sir:

There is enclosed, for your confidential in-
formation, & copy of a memorandum of a conversation
I had on April 14th with the Japznese Ambassador Gone-
cerning the withdrawal of troops in the negotiations
at Shanghai.

Very truly yours,

& Castle, jJr.
Acting Secretary of State.

1 enclosure:

Copy of memorandum
of April 14.
Ruw-

-
Foi

-

v.L0S/v6°¢6L
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
f

THE UNDER SECRETARY

™ s AN
LRI 05y] of A\

iy Eisi oy

April 14, 1982. § T LiEw

Copartment of Statg
R — i

R e,

Memorandum of conversation with the Ja ese
Ambassador, April 14, 1933.

The Japanese Ambasesador referred to a report in
the newspapers that the Fleet was to remain in the
Pacific at the request of the Department of State and
asked me whether it would be possible for me to say
whether or not this report was true. I said that

we had no idea where the report came from and that I

GLOG/VE A6 L

could assure him that there had been no official com-

munication on the subject between the two Departments.
1

W. R. Castle, Jr.
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DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

SEE ____693.01 Manchuria/138 ForR _Tel. # 45¢, 2 mm

(.. Porkins

NAME 1—1127

REGARDING:
Strike of the employees of the Chiness Eastern

Railway will prevent the transportation of
General Tamon's Division, which was due to
leave for the South.

ES

9L0S/¥6°E6L
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PLAIN

Peiping via NR

Dated April 30, 1933

Recd3:55 a,m.
Secretary of State

Washington,

454, April 20, 3 p.m.

Following from Reuter, Harbin, April 19th:

"Indignant over the arrest of Chinese Eastern
Railway employees in connection with the dynamiting of the
Japanese troop train on April 12th, all the employees
of the C E R are going out on a general strike tomorrow,
suspending all the services on the whole line, They will
thus inaidentally prevent the transportation of (General
Tamon!s Division, which was due to leave for the South
tomorrow."

Froﬁ‘Dairen, April 19th:

"Count Uchida has decided to retain the presidency

of the South Manchurian Railway temporarily because of

&

the visit of the League Commission of Inquiry to Manchuria,®
From Changchun, April 19th:

"Complete anarchy reigns around the Imienpo

Pogranichnaya sector of the ¢ E R and the damage wrought
by
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~J

~_- # 454, from Peiping, April 20, 1932,

by irregulars and guerillas is estimated by the Japanese
at two hundred million dollars.

Japanese residents at Suifenho are crossing the
border into Russian territory for safety with Soviet
permission,

Japanese residents at Taheiho in a similar manner
are crossing the Amur to Blagoveschensk."

For the Ministcr,

PERKINS
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

REF

This telegram must FROM

be closely paraphrased be- SUANCHALT

fore being communicated to

anjone. Dated Avpril 21, 1932

Rec'd 5:10 a.m.

Secretary of State, jﬁ%x
RUPITEN
Sho9y 1032

LoV Or L

ST/ 4

Washington,

URGENT ]
('.!}_""‘“’h et

April 21, 2 p. m.

CONFIDZITTIAL FCR TIS ACTING SECRITARY.

One. British Minister tells me hs (#) confidentially

from Geneva that the Committee was induced to adopt

LLCG /Y6 26 L

parapraph eleven of the resolution by the fact that the
Japanese delegate had informed President Hymans in confi-
derce that the Jananese Government would be willing to
interpret annex four as giving the Joint Commission power
to declare by majority vote when it considered time for
withdrawal of Japanese forces had arrived.

Two. Neither Sir Miles nor I have been able to
gather from recent conversations with the Japanese lMinister
that his Government had expressed itself in that sense |
although admitted that he was not as yet fully informed ogg
all that had »assed between Tokyo and Geneva., t;:i E

Thrée. Sir Miles requests me to ascertain whether, §§ %
the event that the Japanese Government should accent thisha
interpretation of annex four, the American Government felt

that
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~/
2~ from Shanghai, Apr.21,2p.m.

that the Joint Commisslon should be asked to assume the
responsibility of stating when the time for Japanese with-
drawal had come.

Four. Minister Johnson returns tomorrow.

Repeated to Geneva,

For the Minisgter

ENGERT

CIR
WSB

{#) Apparent omission.

“
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~/

£~ from Shanghai, Apr.21,2p.Mm.

that the Joint Commiseion should be asked to assume the
responsibility of stating when the time for Japanese with-
drawal had come.
Four. Minister Johnson returns tomorrow.
Repeated to Geneva.
For the Minister
ENGERT
CIR
WSB

{#) Apparent omission.




DECLASSIFIED: E.Os 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

Department of State letter, August 10, 1972
Byp_nm#b_mkﬁs‘, Daté _13-/8:75

TO BE TRANSMITTED
CONFIDENTIAL CODE

na i
PREPARING OFFICE TELE? &5? SENT

WILL INDICATE WHETHER

Collect s b \r\'.\?:‘ R NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE
Charge Department Bppﬁt}i‘lﬂgﬁfﬁ /gtatp PLAIN
. (ad T 23

. or
Charge to Washinglon,

April 22, 1932.

e

=/
‘\_/1
/ QZ CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE MINISTER.

5277
Your April 2¥, g p.m., paragraph three.

With regard to the inquiry raised, the view of the
Seeretary of State, ® ewe: to the Department from

adan 36 2
Geneva,’&s as folllws:

QUOTE I feel very strongly that if the resolution is
adopted by the Committee of Nineteen there should be no
reluctance expressed on the part of our Minister and then
other Ministers to accept the responsibility whieh 1t
involves. First it seems to be the only effective way of
solving the deadlock in the evacuation, I have never been
satisfied with the previous recommendations of the Ministers
at Shanghai which seem to me weak. This paragraph of the
resolution does not permit the Mixed Commission to set a
date for completing the evacuation in advance but merely
to state when in their opinion a time has actually arrived
in which the Jepanese troops can be safely withdrawn. This

is a mere finding of fact peculierly of a nature appropriate

for the jurisdiction of such a commission end I think they

Enciphered by

Sent by operator

Index Bu.—No. 50,

©. 8. covamniENT FROVEIG arvop: 09 1138
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PREFARING OFFICE TELEGRAM SENT

1 TO BE TRANSMITTED
WILL INDICATE WHETHER CONFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE

Charge Department Bepartmpni nf gtatp PLAIN

OR
gharge to 2 ~  Washington,

would be unduly timid to refuse to accept such a responsi-
bility UNQUOTE.

In this connection, Geneva hes supplied Department with
the text of Article ten of the draft resolution, which
reads: °

QUOTE Notes with satisfaction that the sald Commission
will in accordance with its decisions watch in such menner
as it deems best the carrying out of Articles one, two
and threg‘of which the last named provides for the complete

withdrawal of Jepanese forces &s before the incident of

January 28 UNQUOTE.

lcting.

¥

Apr. 22 lbvdg.is

SKH AN
FE:JEJ/ZMF

Enciphered by

Sent by operator M.,

Index Bu.—No, 50.

T. 8. GOVERRT FRINIDNG OFnICE: 203 1138
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é

NO. 257 Political.

Y, ’
12

ekt

. -“ I :<l?/
N“ C ,N ULATE,
}1 5, 1932.

ool Ok STATE
OeiSIGN OF
SpcATioNS AND AZCORNS
OF SATIONS SECTION

[y

(iR

PRV YA
,Z,{ RO

APR 231032

; .
WIS OF - W”‘fw
W RPN FTARS - =
huuor?u TréﬂEMEEElnE Sino~Japsnese Documents for
Period March 13,jq\March 31 inclusive.

eO//

/ «{6-’
THE HONORABLE . ’,/’//f
QG“ A f\P‘ ,/’f Fip g sion of

szxg‘k‘:m FARY “OF STATE ~ / @/ ASTepy AFiizg
3 \ k4
\3 \}- W‘AsHlNGTOﬁ/ D’lm 7932

,/
(/' // '/?-')f//f &2
I havg/zhe honor‘to refer to thé Consulate's despateh

/§Q’P°lf§3931 Of March 15,1932, transmitting documents
rel /Dg/%o the appeal of the Chinese Government under the

SLOS/ V6 26L

Covenant of the League of Nations.

In continuation of the procedurz which has been follow-
ed in this matter I am forwarding under separate COVET as an
accompaniment to this despatch further documents which were
issued during the period March 13 to March 31 inclusive. /
Under the same cover as these documents there is also being
fent a set of the printed minutes for the Extraordinary
Session of the Assembly held in Geneva from March 3 to March
11 inclusive. The latter had not yet been published when th
despateh referred to above transmitting the provisional
minutes for this Session was prepared.

Respectfully yours,

Yo {vss et
IARNY Prentiss B.Gilbert.
ﬁd’ American Consul.

o
Origimal and Five copies to Department of State.
One copy to American Legation,Berne,Switzerland,
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS
forwarded under separate cover as an accompaniment to

Geneva Consulate's Despatch No.257 Political, of April 5,193.

liscellaneous Docﬂﬁénts:

C.M. 201 1932 VII
A.(Extr.) 49 to 92.

Printed Minutes for Plenary Sessions of the Assembly:

First Meeting March 3, 1933 11 a.m.
Second Meeting March 3, 1933 4,30 p.nm.
Third Meeting March 4, 1933 7.45 p.m.
Fourth Meeting March 11, 1932 e p.nm.

Printed Minutes for Meetings of the General Commission
of the Assembly:

First Meeting  March 1832 4 p.m.
Second Meeting March 1932 10.20 a.m.
Third Meeting March 1932 3.30 p.m.
Fourth Meeting March 1932 3.20 p.m.
Fifth Meeting March , 1932 3.30 p.m.
Sixth Meeting March 11, 1933 10.30 a.m.
Seventh Meeting March 11, 1932 5 p.m.
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Accompaniment to Geneva Consulate
Despatch No.257 Political, of

April 5, 1932, entitled: "Transmitting
Sino~Japsnese Documents for Period

March 12 to March 31 inclusive."
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~J
O™ TATIONS

DR

Communizated tc the C.252,M,201,1932,VII,

Ccuncil and kerberg
of the League, Fenvu, Karch 29th, 1932,

A27EAL FhCw THRE CHINESE GCVERNMLNT

Ncte by the Sesretary-General,

Thas Secretarv-Teneral has the hcnonr to cireulate tn the Ccunecil
the fcllcwineg cormuniecaticn, dated Mqreh Zoth, which he has received
from the Ccmmigsicn of Enguiry arvcinted by the Ccuncil in its

KDDL

resclutien ¢f December 10th, 1931,
Shanghai, £6,2.1932,

Ccm-issicn of Enguiry arrived in Javan February 29th and
left Mireh 11th remaining mcst ¢f time Tokyo., In spite cf
shcrt stay Commiszion of Enguiry was able thrcugh interview
with Foreien Minister, War Minister, linister for Navy, and
with leadins personalities in business cirveles and cireles
gsyecially interested relations between Jupan and League of
Naticns vo ascertalin viewsg yrevailing as to main recints its
enquiry, Daring its vigit to Cszka Ccmnission c¢f Enguiry
wag »+5C able teo digeuss with leaders cof business activities,

Ccermmizesien of Engquiry arrived at Shanchai March 14th and
ig leavinz for Nanking March 26th, During stay Shanshai,
Cemmissivn of Enguiry was abtle to hear views ¢f many repre-
sentativeés of peclitical, educational, religicus, business /
~irrles, bcth Chinese and fcecreigen, con main aspects question
relationg China and Japan, Ccmmission of Enguiry alse

started sffieciil eccntact with regresentatives of National
Jovernment cf Republic cf China and held interview with Vice-
(nairman Executive Yuan and with Vice-Foreign Minister,

Acmmissicn ¢f Enquiry intends to stay four days Nanking,
arrive Peking erd of first week in April and arrive lanchuria
beginning cf third week in April,
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AWGZRICAN CONSULATE
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

AR Ryt 182

Asoembw

NATICHS.

ted to

thy

PULIFIOM: ‘%Eﬁﬂﬁkl“*

APFEAT, FROUV GHD Ol

Lo Lot O

Communir~ation {recm

Kote by the Seecretary-Goncrel. /

Y
Tffy Cenceral has the honour to ~ireculate to the Assembly
trhe following communicaticrn dated Mareh 29th.

At the riquest of the Chinscse dslegatieon, the Scer:-

Rel. /k.1m, March 20th.

. -
To the Secretary-Genceral.

o I have the honour to transmit tn vou the following telc-
¢fAM, dated Shanghai, Mareh 29%th, whi~h T nave Just received from
Fg;uiirouraklc T. V. Scong, Viece-TIresidsnt of the Execuiive Yuan

vouneil) end eoneurrently Minister of Finance, sand shall be most
chliged 1T you will have it rcirculat.d amongs the Membera of the
Assembly: ‘

i "Mr. oW, Woze, the Incrector-Tonerusl o Justoms
reéported to me the fellowino:

Tt G AR RS AR i

, "{1) The Commissioner ~f Custems at Antupg t.lesrurhs

; am inTormed that ths Suprerintendeont ot fustoms invreducaed
h{s Japmnose adviser tn the Manzger of the Fank .of china to-iday
(llar~h 26th?), when the adviser handed to the Munsger the written
cireular instruections from Manchuku~ (rurret envernment) thet
21l revenuss in the hands of the RBank of China cn the £éth of
NJP and all eollsetion from that date shculd re raid tn Dng

,hphﬁ Kuang Yin #an (Bank ~f the Ihree Bastern Frovinces!.

1 anager replied that he could do nothing withcut instruc-
slons fror the Maritime Customs. So far I heve not heen
aprroarhyd on the metter, but the RBank of China regquests instrue

tions, wkien I now solicit Trom you. Que:tlon iz also r”lQUi)/

b oas

o1 the present sgreement with the Bank of Choesen.'!

"(2) The Cemmissionor »f Customs at Newehwang telegrarhs:
'Tre Japaness advimur to the Superintendent ci Customs and the
Monager of the Bank nf the Three Bustern Pro-inces ecalled this
morning {(March 28th?) on the Mansger of ths Bank of Chinc with
a despat~h, ddt~d the £4th of Marech frem the Finarce Ministry
of Kan~hukue {purpet goverrnment) to htirm, instruecting him to
Yand over irmediastely oll the ~ustoms revenue held by thz Bank
nf Chinz on tha 2Ath of Fareh and =il future colleection o the
Rank nf the Three Esstern I'rovinecs. They thersupen demanded
the immediate handing over of the funds to them. The Mrnager
of the Bank of China refused saying thut he siculi cconsult me
{the Ceommissioner cf Customs at Neweckwong) ond would int rm
them en treir return this afternoen that the Jommissioner of
fustems has wired the Inspeetor-General for instrucsiions.?

"Dr. F. A. Cleveland, Assccoiate Chief Inspecter cof
Revenus, has received ths 1°ollovun;sz te ;u%fﬂ’ froem the dist
insyre~tors at Lizoning (ifukden): 'We lezrn from reliablie
sources trat the Salt Commissicner has reccived nrder from
Tinance Minister’/cf the puprst government to take over by
our offi~c and supn-cffices including revenus balance,
everything cn the 28th of March.'™

W. W. YEN.
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Mm.R\CAN CQNSULATE
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND .

Akamudlhhudi toy the SXH 22.193°2.VIT,
ssembly, tho ‘*uncll and

wm%a“e Zgeenionot ]  poe Loesus. fene o, Haren petn, 1937,

AFFEAL FHQL

Ceormuni~ation

B

Note by the Seeretary-Gunerel,

At the raquest of the Chinese dolegatien,
tary-General has the honcour to ~irculate to the
the following cemmunicatien dated March 29th.

a

1y “ Ld - 'z
nu)f./i‘«..lﬁ. March 20th, 1232,
To the Seecretary-Gencral.

I have tne honour to iransmit to yvou the following tele-
cram, dated Shanghai, Mareh 2Sth, whi~h I have just reczived frem
the Fencurarle T. V. Seoong, ¢1\-~Irculdsnt cf the Execuvive Yuan
{Counecil) and rconcurrently Minister of Financz, and shall be most
chliged if you will have it ecirculet.:d among the Mcembers of the

Assembly:

"Mr. I'. W. ., i or-Tonsrsl o Justoms,
rerorted to me the following:

"(1) Ths Ccmmissioner o~ Custems at Antung tolegersTha:
'T am intormed thdt tnc Surerintendent of Customs invreduced
his Japcncss adviser to the Mansger of the Fank of' China to-day
(lar~h 26th?), when the adviser hended teo the Munager the written
cireular instructions from Manchuku~ {rurret grvernment) thet
all rsvenues in the hands of the Bank of China cn the 2¢th of
March and all eolleertion from that date shculd re raid t~ Duing
San Sherg Kuang Yin Hao (Bank ~f the Three Eastern Frovinces).
The Funager replied that he could do notklnp witheut instruc-
tions from the Maritime Custems. So far I have not bheen
apprroacrhed on the matter, but the Bank of China requests instruc-
tions, whidhn T now solicit Irom you. Question i3 also raised
ot the prosent agreemsnt with the Bank of Choesen.!

IR e e W e A R s

"(2) The Commissioncr ~f Customs at Newehwang telegrarhs:
'The Japuness iser to the Superinvendent otf Customs und the
Munager of the PBank of the Thrse Eostern Irovinees ralled this
morrnine (Mareh 28th?) on the Ianager of the Bank of Ching with
g Aespatrh, dated the 24th of Merch frem the Finerce Minis try
~f Lan~hukuo (p urre’® FO"&P”meR J to kir, instrueting him to
rand over irmodiately oll the ~ustoms rv erniue held bf {1z Rank
nf Chinz on tha 26th of roh and 11 future 2cllsetion te the
Bank of the Three Eastern Trovineccss. fhey therasuren demandsd
the immediate handing over of the funds to thrnm. The Munoger
of the Bank of China refused saying thut re =hculil ecconsult me
(the Commissionsr of Customs at Newskwanz) end would infrrm
them ~n their return this afternorn that the Jommissinsner of
Custems has wired the Insyecter-General for instrucsticns.!

adv
-
B
o
o

"Dr. F. A. Cleveland, Asscciate Chief Inspecter of Soit
Revenue, has rerelivsed thos ?0110W1ng telegram from the distriet
insye~tors at Lizoning (ITukden): 'We learn from relinhlie
sources tiat the Salt Commissicner has reccived order from
Finance Minister ¢f the pupret government to take over hy fo
cur offirs and sut-eoffires including revenue balance, Tilos
everything cn the 28th »f March.'”

H. YEN.
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Cemmunicated to the Asg eé%YQ“vSW”ZﬂHAND A(E~tr.)91.1932.VII
the Council and the u,mbeqﬁAq < arnn
[NV S luud

of the League. Geneva, Morch 29th, 1932

POLITICAL SE
APPEAL Yot me NI ol RIENT.

Cormunication from the Chinese Dclegation.

Note by the Scceretary-General.

" The Secretary-General has the hecneur to circul :te 10 the
Lssembly the frllowing communic ation, dated March £23th, which
he has received from the Chinese Delegation.

'To_the Secretary-General. March 29, 1932.

I have the honnur t» crmmunicate to you the following
summary @¢f telegrams received from Mr. Quo T=i-chi, Vice-
Minister «f Foreign Affcirs, with regarc to the armistice
negotiaticns: held in Shienghal during the l.st few dsys, and
to request that yeu will be gnod encugh te bring the attention
o the Tresident and members of the Assemtly to the same: |

The céiscuscsions on M .rch 25 revealed unmistakatly
Janan's intention to ignore the provisions of the crigin-
2l Draft A reement anc also the Assembly's Resc luticn
regerding the withdrawel of Joanznese troops. The mcrning
session was wasted cver bickerings as to the accommodatien
of sick Jananese scldiers and horses in areas to be
evacuated. During the afterncen's meeting, the military
suk-committee, consisting of military representatives
of both sides, assiszted by the military attachés of the
participating friendly povers, rrought in & report re-
vealing that Jaran was willing only te withdraw ta what
they called the second line, running straight frem the
Szetseling Ferts 4o Yanghankchen thsand and Chenju.

It was cbvicus that Japan's idea »f wi thidrawal meent

the maintenance’ of the, army of eccupaticn in the se-
called adjacent areas between the Settlement limits and
the above-mentiened line, The Jananese represermmtives
also ¢eclared that the time-limit required for the with-
arawal to the above indicated linec woulé e six weeks.
Asked as to when the withdrawal into the Internetirnal
Settlement weuld tegin, the Japanese stateé that it was
uncertain, cerending upon conditisans. It seemed in-
rossible to continue discussiens so long as J-van
ignered the principle previded in the Assembly's
Resolution and the criginal Traft A.reement, providing
fcr withdrawal into the International Settlement and the
extra-Settlement roads in the Hongkew district within =
fixed period. However, beth sides were urged strongly
ty the Pritish and American Mlulstprs to fuina tc¢ con-
tinue the discussiocons.
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The discussions on March 26 centred mainly upon
Article 3 of the Draft Agreement, regarding the constiw
tution and functions of the Joint Commission to certify
tc the withdrawal. The article itself ard the Annex
thereto were accepted by both sides with the additional
provision, which was suggested »y Sir Miles Lampson as
a compromise to the Japanese demand for aerial reconnuitring.
The additional prcvision reads "The Comuission may, in
accordance with its decision, invoke the assistance ¢f
representatives of the participating friendly powers in
arranging reconrdissance by aeroplane uver such points as
may be consdered necessary in order tu watch the performance
of the provisions for the cessation of hostilities." The
Japanese agreed to consider the above provision.

The military sub-comaittee this morning reported
that the Japanese were prepared to abandon the Szetseling-
Chenju line, but proposed holding the %oasung, Yinghsiang-
hsien, Kiangwan and Chapei districts. It was reported
this evening the Japanese nilitary were prepared to abandon
Paoshan, Voosung, Kiangwan and Chapei, but wanted Yingh-
sianghsien for eccomcdating their troups. The participat-
ing foreign military attachés pointed out the difficulty
confronting Japan's immediately withdrawing fifty thousand
troops and five thousand horses.

In the meeting on March 28 the discussions practically
reached a deadlock, as a result of Japan's refusal to
declare complete withdrawal within a fixed peri.d, on which
the Chinese insisted and which the Japanese were equally
determined to refuse.

another difficult problem lies in the definition and
meaning of the phrase "adjacent territory" which the
Japanese military declared must include the Wcosung district,
except the frrts, and also Kiangwan, Chapei, and the ncrth-
eastern district adjoining Yangtsepoo. From all indica-
tions, it was clear that the Japanese were adamant in refus-
ing to withdraw completely and insisting on ocrupying part
of the territory under their control. In view of such
an attitude on the part of the Japanese, it was futile to
continue the discussions.

In com.unicating to you the above summary of telegrams
for the information of the assembly, I have the honour tc point
out that the Japanese seem bent on ignoring the original Draft
Agreement as well as the Aissembly Resolutien concerning the
srmistice whizh cannot but bring in its train uncertecinties in
and around the Shanghai area for which the Japanese must be
held responsible.

(s. ) W.W. YEN.
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L3AGUE OF NATIONS

Communicated to the Assemtly, A, (Extr.)85.1932,VII.
the Council and the Members of ' »
the League. Genava, March 20th. 1932,

APPELL FROM THE CHINISE GOVERNMENT.

Communication from the Chinwss Delzgation.

Ilete bty the Secretary-General

At the request of the Chinese delegation, the Sccretary-
General has the honour to circulate to the Assembly the following
comuunication deted March,25th.

Ref.h.l12, _ March 25, 1932.

<«

To the Sccretary-General,

I have the honour to comnunicate to you the following
telegram concerning the proceedings of the Armistice Conference
held yesturday (Thursday) at Shanghai. The tclegram sent by
our representative at the Conference, Mr. Quo Tai-chi, Vice-
Minister of Foreign affairs.

"Two meetings were held to-day (Thursday, 24th.),
but the rcsult was disappointing due principally to
the fact that the Japanssc represcntatives were
continually insisting of the discussion of irrelevant
qusstions. I declored at the morning session that I
would dissociate myself from the discussion, if the
Japanese should continuc to bring up questions outside
the scope of the agreed draft agenda, General Uyeda
is the Chief Dulegate of Japan, with Minister Shigemitsu
as assistant, Discussion will be resumed on Friday
(March 25th)."

T shall be obliged to you to circulate the above infor-
metion to the Members of the Assembly.

(sgd.) W.W.YEN,
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IEAGUE OF NATICIIS

Comrumigated to the Assembly,
the }auﬁsll and the Memrbers of A, (Bxtr,)84.19%2,VII.
M the League.

Geneva, March 24th. 1932,

LPPTAL FROM THE CHINESE GOVIRNWMEIT

Situaticn in the Shanghal District

Note by the Secretary-General

The 3ecretary-General has the honour to circulate to
the Asseinbly the fifteenth report of the representatives
of the four Pcwers having special interests in the Shanghai
Settlement. The fourteenth report was communicated in
document A.(Extr.)75.1932.VII,

TELEGRAM FRCM HIS ERITANNIC MAJESTY'S MINISTER IN CIIINA

Despatched Shanghai, 20 h. A5, March 24th.

Recelved Geneva, 14 L. ¢n, March 2.4th,

Situaticn report 15. larch 24%h,

Nc change.
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LEAGUE  OF NATIONS.

Communicated to the Assembly,

the Council and the Membvers of A. (Extr.) 83.1932. VII.
W the League.
f Geneva, March 24th, 1932.

3
APPTAL FROM THE CHINESE GOVSRNMENT.

Communicaticn frem the Chinese Delegatinn.

Note by the Secretary-General.

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulste tc
the Assently the fcllowing ccmmuniceticn dated March 24th,
which he has received from the Chinese Telegation;

Rf. /A.(10). March 23rd, 1932.
To the Secretary-General. ’
1 have the honour to enclose copy of a memorandum en-
titled "OBSERVATIONS ON THE EXPLANATORY NOTE COMMUL ICATED
BY THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT ON MARCH 2nd, 1932,"'prepared ty
this Telegation, with the request that you will be kind
enough to circulate it among the llembers c¢f the Assembly.

(Signed) W. W. YEN.
OBZERVATIONS ON THE EXPLANATORY NOTE COMMUNICATED

BRY THE JAPANESYE GOVZIRNMENT ON
MARCH 2, 1932.

This document, as the letter which transmitted it indi-
cates, evidently does not constitute the statement required to be
filed 1in compliance with the second paragraph cf Article XV ¢&
the Covenant. It is designated as "yimply an explanation of whé&t
has occurred at Shanghai." It does, however, present certain ccn -
siderations of a general nature which perhaps should not bte passed
cver in silence pending receipt of the final statement of the
Japanese cagse on the whole controversy. We therefore venture to
comment briefly at this time upon some of the matters referred to.

1. It is stated that the Chinese people and their Govem ment
have long pursued a persistent anti-foreign policy. This charge
is sought to be enforced rather ty mischievous insinuation and more
or less deliberate distortion of fact, than vy direct proof. In
this way attempt has been made to pertray a purely legitinmate
nationalistic spirit as something viciously anti-foreign.

When, nct quite a century agc, China was thrown open t& the
world, she confronted a civilization which had wide divergencies-
sccisl, cultural, political and econcmic ~ from her own. China's
ancient and illustrious culture is too well known tc call fcr
detailed analysis; the point is that its distinguishing character-
istics quite naturally have necessitated a prccess of acccummodation
¢f Chinese ideas ans habits to those of western civilization.

1, See document A. (Extr.}6.1032.VIT.
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The people of China heve haed to adapt themselves to &n sntirely
new system of relations with the outside world, with which they
were totally unfemiliar. For exemple, they knew little or
nothing about foreign trade and the manner in which it must be
carriced on. Lverybody recégnizes that the original treety
structure which grew out of this extraordinary situation
possessed exceptionel fectures which pleinly were not destined
to lust forever. Limitetions upon snvereign rights were
imposed by treaty. Foreign settlements <nd concessions wers
esteblished in China. Jurisdiction over foreigners who
violuted the lew wes turned over to Consular reprcsentatives

of their own nationclity. Dutics were laid on &1l imports ¢t &
flet rete of five per cent, whetever the necture of the goods,
whether dizmonds or wetches or necessariss of life., Sueh
errangements as these re mede neerly one hundrecd yeers GgC.

As the country becume cdjusted to new conditions, and
reforms of a sociel, materiel &nd Jjudicicl cherscter tcok
place, many of the abnormel und exccptional fectures of Sinc-
Forecign relationship have been eliminated with the sympathetic
approval of the Governments concerned. Great Britain, the
United Stetes and other Powers uwave co-operetcd and exhibited
& conciliatory wnd friendly cttitude in this respect, Verious
concessions and settlements have been restored by Great Britein
end Bslgium. The former has turned back the lessed territory
of Weihciwal, and pourperlers have been engagesd with regerd to
similar mattors. Gredually, Chine has teken her place us ©
responsible member of internationsl scciety. To designate
this naturel ¢nd legical development &s implying anything anti-
foreign is & flagrunt misrepresentetion of the fects. The
trend is all toward & more friendly <nd intimete rclationship
between China and the rest of the world.

2. The intimation thet the tecchings and philesophy cf
Dr. Sun Y&t Sen (namely, San Min Chu Yi) werce in cny respect
enti-foreign is « gross libel. It is true that Dr. Sun Yet Sen
edvocated the sbolition of the so-celled "unequal trectics™.
Thét proposal hes been recognised as a perfectly proper one «nd

it carries no sinister implicction whutever. The fundamental

tenets of Dr. Sun's teachings were the promction of universual
petce and harmony «nd the creation of the internctioncl mind.
The cardinel principle of equality of reaces and «ltruism wmong
nations mey be suid to be one which, in feact, origincted in
Japan.

Japanese acttitude toward Dr. Sun Yot Scen then by quoting the
words of Mr. Inukal, the Prime Minister of Jeapan:

"Ten years ¢go under the roign of Mutso Hito
I was clready tied by friendship with 3Sun Yat Sen.
The numbor of his partiscns was then very smell., The
pacrtisans of the Tsing Dynasty vere the rough
edversarics of Sun Yot Sen. In spite of all these
obstecles he never receded & step cnd it was he who
finclly overturned the Tsing Dynest_. One can say
thet this licster lived ¢nd died for the Chinese
Revolution, Without this Master Chine vould not huve
rcde the progress which she has c¢tiained te-doy.
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setion of this Moster wr ke of him
ona oi the § Jtast ioures ol rnceient end modorn
histcry of the world. His dsuth 1s not cnly =
loss to tho Luonintung but also for Cuina and the
entire world."

g

3. In spite of the fact thst Clhina even te-dey has
to tolorate wuch toot would be comsidored humilicting in any
othor cowitry, such ws Cousul:r Jurisdiciion, concescious,
ctes 1t is lelsghbgkju thet Yoreipn visitors end
residents bave elwoy s round the Chinese & friendly ond
cmicblo r@oe ol 13w, vwho respend recdily whon they are
trested with the respect wnd conslderstion due to o fellow
LIl Thore ig no ground whotlever for the taserticn thet
tneTe is ony inherent cnlmosity. Luncreds of thcusernds
ot foruigrers living ¢nd working in China cen testify te
this,

The develowiment of « netiontl self-consciousness in
Chinz, ws 2leoil ; in the wordd in thaese times, 1s
inovitehle and luucable, Its nutural result is a
logi driate espivetion to assume o position of cquelity
in the family o nutions. This is boing donc step LUy step,”
Notable progress in this directlon wis nude when China'a
toriff scutonomy wus restored iu 1628, This objective,
with thv otheis which hove becn meantioned, vias atvte incd
by mutual cgreewent culcebly mede with thp Pouers conceoraesd.
China's claim for equil troetmont wes publicly wupvroved by
the Assembly of the Lecgue of Haetions in 1930 as in full

« cocord with the spirit or the Covencnt.

fe The insinuction tlnt ropudiction of hour forcian
debts is & sotiled policy of Clhina is equally unjustified.
Nearly every Governm ut in thke world hes been obliged,in
the midst of this unprecedentoed dopressis:, Lo rvocs vt to
morctoric £rd othser cxpedients, cLd o Guporary csfeulis
heve not boéen wicomuol.. China is uuv excoption, never-—
theless, in the fuce of ceclawmlty which has been
teeentuated in her cuse, she did ot the end of 1831 meet
fully &1l her fox uan loan obligutions seccured bty
neTitiine customs rscelipis., A5 to othisr logns not so
well ssoured, offorts tive been and are belng medce, not
without some success, tOo mest tho intercst end capitel
sucrges, Time may be roguired to efreet o« full scettle-
ment, but there ncver hus been any question of repudiation.
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In thig ccnnection it should be noted tw way of
illustration that the Chinése Goworawent has remmlurily
provided tarcughout the pericd of the 189E Five Per Ceont.
Gold Toan, until and inecinding the Tinal dste of maturity
thereof on July 1, 1931, funds zufficient %o pay sll tonds
and ccuponad properly due wnich nuve been vresentied. The
oniy gquestion remainins. coen ic as to provisicn for bonds
wnich wers not presented wrnen due, ané as tc these there
tre rone-1ide legel corirovercies with the barke chargeable
with the service oi the Loan, erising partly over quﬁ“tio&z
¢f azccounting and guestions 01 responsitility for
fluctuzationzs in exchange. Turing the past tiree years
Caing h&s paid out for the benef it of Trondhclders under
tnic Loan more than #12,000,C00.

It mey 2lse tec neted that the intercst on the
Per Cent. Gold Iean of 1612 is beine met. The lagt
csit on this scccount was m:de on March 17, 1932 in
Mvmunt of £-114,890. 8. 5, to meet the ccupon fd ling
1e3s2,

; 2 that the rice of a nationnl zelf-
COons fejal; : ; eceomrznied by g certZin cmount cf
1nt~rna sitotio Kot 30 very lo 850 Jip&n p=3ased
throusxh the ¢ trying phase ci its uGVQ‘OUm:NL which China
is now C -1~' e ing. Ivery authentic acccunt of Japanege

igtory tells of & listurbances during the

Leqbozg 1o ,11@@, which aszumed a more acfinitely anti-
foreien apect than tnose found in China to-day. The

nerily incidentsl to the growta of the national

In China guch manifestetions hzve oftener tmn nct
teen direcied cgrinst the Government; <nt no fair analysis
of the psychology of the Chinese pmmple cen justify the cen-
elusion that there ic eny renl tias against fareigners on
the part either of the pecple or of thelr Gover nment. There
is, of course, much more to te said cn this subject if
oceasion requires; Put it must te clear thzt an indictment
of this nsture, if it is to e considered ot all, must be
founded on somesthing more than vague assertion.

5. Ccmplaint is mede that the text-Tooks used in
Crinese schools inculcate an anti-foreisn sentiment. Her e
agtin the charge is not scccompanied by the slichtest proof
ard is moct cmphsotically denicd, Until recent years
education in Chinag was mainly restrieted to the study of the
gncient cleogsics and literoturs. The new cystem wos
largely borrowed freom Japan and the Western werld; and
modern history hos, of course, taken its pluace in the scheol
curriculum. Tt is hordly China's fault thaet a feithful
teerunt of ner foreign reletions during the paést hundred
yeLrs docc not always moke pleassnt rea dln for Japan's
subjects. Thet Ch‘nese zducational ghllC) is quite the
roeverse of that ocontencded for by Jopon iz incontestatle.

Protubly no nution in the pust sixty years hsos scnt so
lerge & proportiom of its students ubroad in guest of
knovledge. Thoy hzve gone, ard =zre still going, in
inereteing numboers to Ameries, to Lurope and especielly to
Japan.

7. The &llcg:tion that "movements for the toycotting
of Japanese goods hzve bhecn increasing during the pust
fifteen yecrs" will not stand thc test of exominstion. For

MO B WDy e R ¢ e W B T
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the pericd mentioned the fl-ures show thet Jgrin
rapldly cupturing the Chinese mozke t. cr exports to
Chino incressed by lesps ond bounds ot the expence of

those of cther countries, porticulor l\, of Eryrlund.

Almoct everyore of tincce 1ifteen y:fil.; vae o reecord year
for J'v“- nesc exports to China.  0f all the forelsm

nations cnrrying on tusiness with China, Jnpwr aijoyed fur
the ;rrcata;st velure of lrade. HOY ccnme reigl supremocy in
this field seemed undispuled unt ’vl he ¢eliterately for-
feited this demiuant positio: 'v woring an undeclared war
upon her best custénmir. rem the tesirming to end of the
:lplanutor;v Wote thers i v ever of Manzhiuria
and of the attoek which ve sunched en the 18th of
Septem'bfrr last. fie no nerely stotes that "owrrd the
end of Oe "1‘"‘1’0' tae g rp“W*n exlended over
praoet icslly the //}1016 o*‘ hing a3 g hizply effective.n
Can there te cnv‘tnr'{‘ g or s is *tout the diminution of
Jaorancse exporis to €hine in »se ol ‘V"CWUYl“?tﬂrl(}e;s? Lrmed

l4~

Vs

~

in zeion, with =1l the atroe nh* of vt 1 ls per se
estrneb ive of comnercinl relntione. Thet the XEETLY
ageressor crould corpluin of logs of tr.’.xde througeh the
m‘wllllvmuc ;¢ of & hepogzed populction to tuy his wocé
at the pout of the gun, is one ol the mysteries of this
cose whiech we ctnnot attsmpt to zolwe. The on,.;; vord er
that in the cetwal conditions the Ch lYlb'j propls oud
itheir Govorrmment hive been avle to exerclse 2o mueh £eli-
restraint amd to keep the situstion so well tnder contraol.
The usual comment of Furcpecn ChSeivers Nze been that in
similar circumstances other countries would huve feund it
impossitle tc protect the lives of Jupanesc niticnals
unless they were 211 plsced in intermment ctmps for enfety.

a3

g. The Explenatory Note iz chercctericstic.lly
careless and mislending in its treatment ¢f the events ot
Shanghai. he ineidents which Twnizhed the imrsdinte
rretext for the Shnghai expedition wore clezrly of a
petty netwwe. The weath of = Jupuness monk in g street
Lrewl fcr wnicn the Chinese = th(,lluib g in no way to
tlame, the publiwitlon of an uileged o ﬂulVo article in
an unccentrolled novspsper which his in en suppressed -
these are things not unlikely t hﬂp i 111::1'(* in con-
dit ions of stralined rolctions szuch a3 thoge brousnt about
ry Jepen's scts in I»Mncku_p;. Jopmrese hooligmns in
SChonghai were tremselves principslly recponesible. Take
the incident cof Jonuary 20tn:

"Atcut fifty members of Japurese Youth Protection
Scelety with knives and clubs procecded to Sanye
Towel Yrectory, zct trne building on fire and on the
way heme clashed witn Settlement Fanicipel police.
Three Chinesc rolice were scriously wounded, one of
them dying from weunds, three Joprmese ware shob by
the police, one dying from wounds.'

aré the wards of thne Shinghai Committee. Evidently

cnesc lawless clements tock m:‘;th:z-sf into their own hands
in broad duylightv perpetruted o peeuliorly serious
ime in the heort of tnzt vru’t commcreisl metropolis.
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It seems to hove beenm an orgoinized s{fair contucted Ty
members o1 the so-cslied Japunese Youth Protecti on Soeicty.

-9. Thc invesion of Shunghai esnrot be caid to be in
the remotest muwuncr connceted with the recessity for gusrding
the Internationzl Settlement.  ¥ntil the Jopenésc navel
forces appcared on the scene the Ssttlement was not in the
slightest danger. It lwes alwars bem cne of the sufest
plzaces in the world to liwe, Nevor befrere in its history
has it been exposed te suen pe ile, Even when the Jopinese
forces were using tas Scettlement ng o tazge, the Chinese
militery 2utheriti 21 considerstle miiitory disadvarbage,
took scrupulous cur¢ nit to take any mnsures caleuls ted
to endunger life or _"ropcrt;;\in that aren. These facts

X
ere beyond any dispute.

The most relieble and imporiinl sccounts of whnt
took rlace ut Shanghai are, of ccurse, found in the reports
cf the Committee set up by the Secretary-General of the League.
This Committee's Tirst report summarizing the cvents of
Jaruary 28th is ecnclusive on the sttitude of the Jopmese
military ond navel cuthorities with respect to the Intor-
nztionsl Settlement:

"On January 28th early afternoon, Mayor of Crent
Shanghesi tranmitted to Janmnese Consul reply cecept ng
entirely Jopancese déemsnds.

"At 4 p.m. of the ssme day, Japznise Conesul
informed Conailar btody of receipt this reply vhich soid
ent irely satisfactery. In zpite of this chunge in the
diplomatic eituation there was o populsr belief tha
Japunese naval authorities were detcrmined totaked ircet
gction AT ANY EVENT. dupenese, however, mede no citempt
tc occupy extra-Scttlement section when the state of
Emergency came intc fcree in the Settloment in the doytime
at 4 p.m,

"At 11 p.m. (thzt is seven hours after the
emergency came intec foree, and the Britisn arnd Americans
heve occupied their sections sevaen hours ago) Jupanese
Admiral isswued two proclzmations copics o which were
served on the Mayor who declared he has rcceived trem at
11.15.

"At midnisnt, et ¢ given signd , all the dropping
parties of Japanese merines and crmed civilians (who are
mobilized befere midnight) at entrunces to alley-ways
ADVANCED "festwards and Northwards in the direction cf the
Railway, - = - the Railway is under the & solute jurisz-
dietion of Ching zné outside toth of the Settlement and
of the Extra Rcsds Areas of the Scttlement., It ashoeuld
be observed that the final porty of 100 miiines, cceompanied
by ARMED CARS, attempted to pass thrcugh gatves dividip
Scttlement from Chinese territory at the end of HYonan
Foud, tut were prevented ty Shanghai velunteer wrps in
vhose secticn grte d tuated Japtnise mirines and armed
‘eivilians met with resistaence on the part of Chinese
regular troops in the distriet under zbsclute Chinese
Jurisdiction.”
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LEASUE

Gcm;gﬁi“&?id tg 3 W1y, : xtr.)R32.1932.V17.
+he Council an ¢
of the League.

“encva, Liarch 24th, 1932,

ALTTAL FROM TIE CRINESE GOV PNIENT.

Comrmnication from the Chinese Delepgntion.
£9

Note by the Secretary-General.

At the request of tre Chinese Delsgation, the
Secretarr-Soneral has the honcur to circulate to the
sermbly the Tollowing ccrmunication dated Narch 24th.

Ref,/u.1l.
March 24, 1932,

Tc the Secretary-General,

I rave the heonour to inform ycu that the Armictice
meeting which was to have been held in Shanchai yesterday
tetween the Chinesc und Jaranese rerresentatives 4id rcot
take placc for the following reason:

A8 originally understood the Chicf Commanders of tre
two forces, namely, Gencrals Chiang Wvang-ral and Shira-
kava, were to rarticirate in the anot’atlons yesterday,
but at the last mement the Jaranese aprointed Lieutcnant-
reneral Uyeda instead, so that Gercral Chiang was ob-
liged to stay avay also from the meeting. It is row apgreed
that the formal Armistice meeting vill take place to-day
(Thursday), and the Crinese Government has appointed Gen-
oral Tai Chi us its military delegate.

(Signed) 7. W. TTEN,
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LEAGUZ OF NATIOKS.

Communicated to the A (Extr.)€1.1932.V1I.

Assembly, the Council
and the liembers of the Geneva, llarch 24th, 1932.

League.

APPEAL FROLI THE CEIVESE GOVERILENT.

COMMUFICATION FROM THE JAPATESE DELEGATION.

Note by the Secretary-General.

At the request of the Japanese delegation,
the Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to the
Assembly the following communication, dated March 23rd.

Marech 23rd, 19342.

To the Secretary-General.

With reference 1to the communication from the
Chinese delegation A.(Extr.)74.1932.VI1, to the effect
that Japanese aeroplanes had attacked with machine -
guns the Hangchow railway station on the 20th instant,
I am in a pesition categorically to deny this
allegation.

Aeroplane reconnaissances took place on
March 21st in the district of Soochow and Hangchow
iy order to survey the new earthworks thrown up by
Chinese trocps in the Soochow district and on the
northern bank of the ‘Jhangpoo. The Japanese aero-
planes received strict orders not to open fire.

(Signec) N. SATO.

Japanege Representative O the
Council of the League of Nations.

s it Cauir, . M Yo s
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

=

Communicated to the

Assembly, the Council AExtr.(80).1932.VII
and the Me.bers of the
Leacue. Geneva, March £4th, 1932,

APPEAL FROM THE_ CHINESE GOVERNKENT.

Conmiunication from the Jupanese Delegation.

Note by the Secrctary-Geueral.

At the request of the Jap.nese Delegation, the
Secretary-General has the honour to cirdulete to the Assembly
the following compunication dated Marci 23rd.

Geuneva, MHercn 2Zord, 1932.
(T.anslation)
To the Secretary-Geueral

In my letter of Marcn 22nd, No.68/1932, I hrd the
hoinour to inform you that an official meeting of the Ju» nese,
Chinese and foreign military, naval and civilian representa-
tives had been arranged for 1C o'eclock tnis worning. I hrve
Just received a telegram informing me that at 9 O'clock this
morning M. Kuo requested the Jan nese Minister in China to
postpone the meeting provisionally, as Gencroal Chang,
Cowander-in-Chief of tue 19th Arwmy, had not agreed to attend.

{Si ned) NW. SATO

Regresentative of Jnnan ou the Couucil
of the Learue of Nations.
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LELGUE OF  NaTIUNS

Communicated to the sssembly, A. (Extr.) 79.19%2.VII.
the Council and the wegbers of
the League.

&£PPinl, FROM THE CHINESE GOVIRNMENT,

Communication from the Japanese Delegation.

Nbte by the Secretary-General.

At the request of the Japanese Delegation, the Secretary-
General has the honour to circulate to the 4ssembly the
follewing communication deated liarch 23rd.

SHslGHAT THCIDENTS.

Summary of official telegrams received by the

Japanese Delegation on March 23rd,

1. On March 20th at about 10 a.m. the
Medical Corps of the 1lth Division, which was
proceeding to Shanghai, where it was to embark,
was attacked north of Tazang Chen by Chinese
plain-clothes soldiers, who threw grenades.

Three soldlers were wounded, one very seriously.

2. On March 2lst, about midday, three
Japanese artillerymen were attacked by Chinese
plain-clothes scldiers at Kilangwan, outside the
University. The members of the Lytton Commission

were in the vicinity when this incident occurred,
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS3.
Communicated to the Assembly, A.(BExtr.)78.1932.VII.

the Council and the Members of
the League. GENEVA, March 23rd, 1932,

APPEAL FROM THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT.

Communication rfrom the Chinese Delegation.

Note ry the Secretary-General.

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to the Assembly
the following communication, dated March 23rd, whi<h he has received
from the Chinese Delegation,

Ref./A.9 March 23rd, 1932.

To the Secretary-General.

I have the honour to communicate to you the following telegram,
dated Sranghai the 23rd of March, fram the President of the Chamter
of Commerce, with the request that you circulate the same among the
Members of the Assembly:

"During the past few months Japan has on repeated occasions
denied any intention of aggressive action in China, tut has almost
immediately after taken steps, which contradict directly such declara-
tions. The Chinese Government has now incontestable evidence fore-
shadowing Japan's intention to deprive China of control of Chingse
Maritime Customs in Ma-churia, although in order to disarm forcign
criticism, Japan may continue remittance of foreign loan quotas from
the Customs revenue. Such measures, if permitted, would be dirccet
infringement of China's sovereign rights, would seriously unermine
the position of Chinese national finance, and would destroy the inte-
grity of Chinese Maritime Customs. The Chinese Customs Service,
which is the result of international co-operation extending over many
years, has long been the backbone of Chincse national finance and has
remained intact even through most difficult periods of China's history.
In addition, Japanese control of the Customs tariff of Menchuria woul?
certainly result in discrimination against all forcign trade other
than Japanese, and would thus constitute a serious threat to the policy
of the Open Door in Manchuria. The Chamber of Commerce of Shanghai
appreals, therefore, to the League of Nations to take immediate and
appropriate steps to prevent Japan from presenting again to the world a
fait accompli, which might prove the first step to the disintegration
of China.

{Signec¢) Wang Shac-lay, Chairman."

(3igned) W.W. YEN.
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LEAGUE OF IT.,TIr NS

Crirunicated to the lsserbly, A {Extr.)77.1932.VI1.
the Ceouncil and the ldeirkers of
the League.

Gerneve, Iareh

Corpiuniecation from

K{Iﬁ‘ e by tre

at the rejuest of the Jaranese Delegation, the
Secretary-CGeneral has the honcur to circulate to the
wssembly the following ccrununication, whiceh was tranc-
mitted to him on March 25rd, :

Cbeervations ol the Jaranese Delegaticn
cn the Third Revert (surplementary cbservaticns)
ard the Fourth Rerort of the Shanghail Cemmittee.

[Trarslation).

/

Third Rerort. {A,/FExtr.}2.1932,VII).

Tt is recrettable that, wlen givire the Chinese
rerly to the Jaranese demands, ths reycrt only menticred
the contents ¢of these demands (eubicet tn tho yzevicus
observations with reeard to thisz matter), and 4id not
state the reasconrs therefeor vwiiich were glven in itre text
randed to the Chinese autherities. Tie yrescencs o7 the
15th army in the meighbouricod cf the Settloient con-~
stituted an increasingly .rave Carger fri the Jayarese
ratiorals and for tne Internaticnel Settlemernt itself
It ras absclutely necessary that the uriry be moved :hrvhcr
avay. Trhe object of the Jaranese Cemmand in asking for
the withdrawal of the Chinese forces to a distance of
tventy kilometres was to remove this menace, while avoid—
ing Turther bloodshed.

Fourth Ferort. (4. (Bxtr.;15,1932.,711).

1. The rercrt states that at about T.m, on
Moreh 1st the Chinese military authcrities sued orders
for a general ~7ithdraval. The Reyort 1;;0; th be
based on the Chinese version, ﬁ"cord'nb to wkien the

19tk army rhed witkhdravwn without any Il;ht_na, lA the
abseonce cf survort from the Nanking forces. should
te ohserved, however, trat cn the mcrnizg of the feollow
ing day, March 2Znd, thre 19th Army was &0
defending the rositicns tetfore Tazang and thar our trocers
only reacned trat ylace at 12.70 r. tiarcen gnd, after
scricus ilosses.
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“e The annourcenent
Juranese Military Cormendor
the salety of tra Jara

blie
4

naticral Snm*lmrﬁﬂ+ }ad arparsn®
to tre .ltu aviel of the
rrated on Febraary

sation o hostilitios,

The Japanese delepation has elready corrected
rmts with regard te the relations of the Jamdneso
naval authorities and the auwthorities of the funiciral
Council of tre Interrational Settlemsnt in i+s cbscrva-
inrs or the Coiguitteets second rerort, stntonant
the last parcsrarh of the fourts rerort that "intor-
-wpoe by the Jararese with tlhe police and cther muni-
icnories rerorted in our second telogran
eeesees ond f“*vmd the subject of reyeated
to the JTaparese autlherities” does not ro-
natt r in tﬂw @ rrect 1i The trotests
r lated only to r“rfﬂnu cases, such as acts o
ananese ~@ntr*fs the discinr o of 2ir dutics as
Wuﬂ*ciral rolice of iv o Phee verss :2izl state of
affairs which exis ina t S e davs of tre
SPOhP*”j ilci ents T AT e 2  ste chamyre 2n il
i : teen establicled
betwoeL t“u ;aval ard tlhe marichal S it ies 'z
example, a first wreonment was gorn o ;1 fer the
rurpese of yutting a stor to tho cellis { *soldlers
in civilianr clothes within The Jrter o wtional weuukor&“u,
follawed by a sccond a reen-ut in accordarce with
murlol al TulWC " o ariros were o owverk
; r osnld - elvilian clicthes,
casoe; L TS0 wilty 27 ofTences
»vor b the
nert entered into force on
ndi cv-r of lencral Vons i
to the Jaranese fOAdﬂF crie b5 the superintendcnt ot
municiral police at Hongliew is an exanyle of this co-
oy\r3u~0r)(l).

L eled
ailss
4

+
LAS

The Jaranese sentries have been ~radually -rithdrawn
pil gon Karch Zznd. On the Zrd T“owr ruriber Lad been de-
creased by kalf, and con the Gth by oo thirds Thelr
ks was at trat morent reduced to sbout a
and whon the fourth rerort vas ﬁ:ﬁzs:i
that normal cernditions would i
were tlen no loneger any Jararess ue1*r10"
district concession ard ¢n the reols o7

1)
rerson whose marner arcased gnsricicn was observed

about 11.70 r.m, on ¥February Z7th nsav the sids
the Jarpaness Consulate General, Tre marines/ac srdingely
acked trhe Jararese runiciral rolice to cuestion ki, The
rian fled, pursted b:- the rolice and tock refure in
The Russian hotel surerintendents turned hi.. out
rarded Lim cver to the rolice., After lueotioyinA
head of the Hongkew station randed him cover to the
e5e. rendarmerlJ. A5 ris identity was knovm he Tas Lreﬂhca

th consideration and wes libderated or March 1st.
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ARERICAN CONSULATE
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

MAR 2 &« 1032

LEAGUE OF NATIONS.
A (Bxtr.)76. 1932, VIL.

POLITICAL SECTION

Communicated to the Assembly,
the Council and the iMemders of
the League. Geneva, March 23rd, 1932.

ATPEAL FROM THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT,

Communiocation from the Japanese Delegation.

Note by the Sesretary-General.

At the-reguest of the Japanese delegation, the Secretary-
General has the honour to cirrulate to the Assemrly the following

communication ,dated March 22nd.

March 22nd, 1932.

£8/1932.

To the 3Secretary-General.

Referring to my communication of March 19th

(No. 65/1932)* I have the honour to inform you that as a

result of the negotiations which took place on March 2ist
a mesting has reen arranged for the morning of the 23rd

and civilian representatives of

at which military, naval,
Japan and China, and of the four Powers, will bte present.

(Signed) N, SATO.

Heprecen tative of Japan on the
Council of the League of Nati ons.

See Doflument A (Extr,) 69,1932,VII.
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ANTRICAN CONSL  TE )
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

MAR £ &« 320

LELGUE OF HATTONS

POLITICAL SECTION

corrinicated to the As(Extr.) 75.1632.VIT.
Assertly, the €ouneril sni the

srheTs of the League. Geneva, March 23r4.1032.

APTELL FROU TEE CHIWNESE GOVERNUENT.

Situntion in the Shanghai District .

Hote by the Secrstsry-Gensereal.

. The GSecretsry-General hos the honour te cireulnte to the

28Semrly the fourteerth raport of the representatives of the four

Powars nsving speeisl interests in the Shanghai Settlement.

The thirtesnth report was cormunicated in Adocument a.(Extr.)
71.1932.VIT.

TILECFAN FROM ETS BRITANITIC MAJESTY'S MINISTER IN CHINA.

Despateohed Shaneghad,
Raroived Genevi,

Situation Beportd

No change,

SOCIETE TES NATIONS.

comrurinug & ae [Extr.) 75.1232.VII.
1tassemdblin, sy (onseil
et aux lerktres As 1a Gendve, le 23 mars 1952.
Soniété,

APPEL DU CCOUVHRNELENT CHINOTE.

Situaticn Adsns 1u réegion Ae Changhal,

Note Au Seerétalre ginéral,

. L2 Seerétaire général a 1L'honneur de transmettre a
Llasserylde Jo guatorridra rerport des représentants des quatre
Pilssances synnt des intérdts gpéeisux duns La Concession de
Chonehal, La treizidre rapport = 6té communiqué dans le document
A EXBr )71,1652, V1T

MINISTEE TE Si MAJESTE FRITANNIQUE ¥N CHINE.

Changhai 15h.02, le 23 mars 1232,
Geneve %h.30, le 23 nars.

Rapport rnuwéro 14 sur 1o situntion.

Aucun changerent.
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ARWCRICAN CONSULATE
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

MAR S & 1522

POLITICAL SECTION

LEAGUE OF HNATICES.

Ceommunicated t~ the Assembly, A UEXtT.)74.1632.VIL.

the Ceouncil and the Members

nf the Leagus. Geneva, March 23rd, 1%32.

APPEAL FROM THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT.

Communicatinn from the Chinese Delegati~n.

Note by the Secretarv-General.

The Secretary-General has the hrnour %» circulate
to the Agsembly the I~llewing communication, dated larch
2¢nd, which he has received rrom the Chinese Delegation.

March 22, 1G32.

To the Secretary-General.

I have the honrur t~ communicate tn you the
frllowing telecram of the 2lst ~f March, which T
have Jjust received from my Government, and shall be
obliged if you will have it circulated amrng the
Members of the assembly:

"The Wegistrate of the Scochew District
repcrted that Japanese aer~planes were still
recrmnrlitring the city ~f Senchew daily.

"Acrerding tr a repert ~f the Chekiang
Provincial Gevernment, Japanese aercplanes
attacked with machine-guns the Hengehow Railway
Statien nn the 2Cth instant."

(Signed) W. W. YEN.
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AW CRICAN CONSULATE |
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

MAR S 4 1022

LEA AR OF KATION

';nmuﬁ@ﬂl@&ﬁSﬁgneNﬁ Aifsently,
w5 TOuncil «nd She Members of
tre Loagun. Feneva, i

APFIAL FROM ThD CHINECW SCVERNMENT,

Communication from 5ie Chiness Delesaticr

Note oty

The Sercretery~TGeneral hsa e Zoncur to circulate to the
a0

L=semzly the Tollowineg ecommuni-ation, dated Mar-oh 22ni, wiich
received from the Jhinese IDelcsmtion,

Maroh

the request of th~ rrovineials of the Thr: stern Trovim es

ncv reslisnt at Nankina, I have the heneour hals .‘ vou *he
following tslesgram, dated Marenh Slast, & e 3 to”ul 1L you

will Trina the rfume to the attention cf the Menre | C zemblyv4,

i3 nd 1ea33 than hel? a yeoor )

van Peen grozning urnder theo irg > T ot Jhp&neso
arictz, In utter diaregeard . > t%ions of the Jouncil
and cf the Assemply, whish enjoinesd i

segrevate the zituation, the Japaneae,
witrout “h= l2ast hesitation to ~omrlets
tre annexation of the Thraoec FTactern Provinoe
Kores, My instigating and 0omycllln" the outlawsr,
repel clemsnts to met up the =o-callcd 1l nehukuo
puyfot rovcrnmpnt;. Tre allegrtion tisd the governm
srtarlished a% the will of the ycorle or Man-~hurias i
f rri~ration to fcol the worlA.

"The MAmmia: © Inquiry of the Loapus of Nations will
aoon on U ! We STrust they Mll royort to you tle tr
«nA unb~"° i lgwens of the Jaranccse, md we scarnazily re-
nucst the ¢ eague of Nations will, in tursuance of it: mole
purgcse T t! cn‘nﬂn of world peqe%, Ao juctice to Chiina
i ﬁgnoqnn]nv B Duppcu overnme 0%, to whi~n the Jhincse yecple

e
oIl

sre titierly OLT:OS 9” ard restoring to “hinn ner moveveign righta,

.y

reﬂognjzci ry ths world,

"Bipned. W.W. YEN.
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AT CERICAN CONSULATE | ( -
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND )

T —————— st

LIAGUE OF NATIONS

APR V1002
Commuricated to tde Acsembly : AJTxtr.)7e.l
4 the Members of

the Counci
POLITICALSECTION -, 5 |
) APPEAL FROM THIT CHINESE GOVERMITNT

Communication from the Chinese Delegation

Note by the Secretary-CGeneral.

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to the
Assembly the followlng communication, dated March 22nd, which
he has received from the Chinese Delegution,

Ref.A.C.
March 22nd, 1G32.

(e B

4

-

To the Secretary-Censral.

I have the honour to communicate herewith the followior
telegram, dated larch 21, rfrom i'essrs Y. Soong an: Quo Tai-
chi, Minister of Finance and Vice-"inister of Foreipgn Alfairs
respectively, and to request you %o be £00d enough to ecirculats
the some .among the Members of the issembly:

"Despite the injunction of tlie Assembly's Resolution
for the cessation of furthcer ageravation of the situation,
Mr. F.W.Jkze, Inspector-Ceneral of the Customs, reports
that throurh the puppet governiment in wnchuria, the Japanese
liave been procesding to seize the customs revenue in
Manchuria, apnointing Japanesse advisers, wnd asking that
the customs revenus be turned over to the punpet sovernmoent.
They elso insist that all aprointments to the customs staflf
in Manchuric and all tariff changes wre to be submitted Lo
the puppet governmonut for decisions, Tt is throotencd
that any refusal to comply will be met by outrifht seizurc
of the custems service. Thus, the only remainine link or
the Three Tastern Provinces with theo rest of China is beine
broken, with the followiny conssoucnces: (1) while ther: is
pretence at olfferins the payment of the Boxer Indemnity &nd
foreign loan guotas, there will be no payment alloved for
meetings domestic loans charred on the customs; {(2) the
control of. the custorie service vill have the effect of closing
the open door in Tanchuriz not only to forel ' n trade but
also domestic trade with the vest of China; (3) o have
derinite knoviledgoe that the Janunesc sro arranging a customs
union of the Three Tastern Provinces with Japran, thus
comple}oly severing Menchuris from China snd attaching 1t to
Japan.

In requesting you to draw the attention of the Assembly
and of the Committee of Nineteen to the telegram and having in view
the repeated Japanese obligation to recognise the politiceal and
territorial integrity of Ckina, T am instructed by my Government
to protest in the most solemn manner against the threatened pro-
cesdings and to declare that my Sovernment will refuse to recognise
the legality of such proceedings should tkey he carried out.

(8igned) W. W, YEN.
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LEATE OF TATIOWS
Communicated - T
to the aAssembly. A (Bxtr, )71,
the Council and the
Members cf the League, jeneva, March 22nd,

APTEAD FEOY THE CHINLSE GUViiulisfl

situation in the Sh.uzhai District

Ncte by the Secretary-Genzral

T.e Zecretary-General has the hcnour to circulate to the
Agsembly the thirteenth report ¢f the rerresentatives of
the four FPowers having special interests in the Sianghai
Cettlemenut, The twelfth report was communicated in document
A, (Extr,)70,1952,VII,

Telegram from His EBritannic Majesty's Minister in China,

Iespatened Shanghai, 13h,27 March £22nd.
Received Geneva 9,00 " "

Situation report 13,

Embarkation eleventh divisicn ccntinues ag schedule
Fithdrawal -~ertain naval wnits also in prosress

Ne other important cdevelopuents,
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LEAGUZ OF HATIONS

Cormunicated to the aesently, A (Extr.) 70.1932.VIT.

the Council and the femrers
of the League. Geneva, Warcn 21st, 1932.

APPEAL FRAM THE CEINESE GOVERIUENT.

Situation in the Shanghai District.

Hote ty the Secretury-Cenersl.

The Secretarv-General has tne honeur to ecirculate to
the Assemvly the twelftih report of the reypresentatives of the
four ®owers having spezial interests in the Shanghai Settle-
ment. The eleventn report wus communicatedq in Document

A (Zxtr.) . €7.1932.V11.

Telegram from His Britunnin lajesty's Linister in China.

Despatched Shunghual, 1Zh44, lfur~h 21st

Negeived Geneva, ohon " "

Situgtion Report 12, Murch 21st.

Emtarkation 1lta Division for Jupun togins today.

Hovement expected Tre completed larcu ZZnd.

tn complete aeparture of Division there will

5t111l be approximately 37000 Japanese Lroops remaining.
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LEAGUY CF

Comrunir~atesw to the sossrlly,
tne Ccuneil and the Memtrers
of the Leafu=n. ¢ oY e e 193¢

A2L1935.VII.

APTEAL FROL THE CHINESYE GOVERLVENT.

Jcrrunicaticen frox the Jupanese Delegaticn.

sote v the 3ecretar.  -Ceneral.

The Sersr2terv-Gonerzl nas the anonour to eireuluate to tue
sesenkly tne fcllowing communiecstion, dated Murzch 19th, wupich
2 has received Trom tne Jupunese Zelegation.

Geneva, MNaven 19thk, 1952,

Searetary-General
thie Leaeue of Nations.

Sir,

I huve the honour to intorm ycu that in tite course
of tre negotiations for the cessation ol nostilities whpieh
L0CK pluce to-dwy at Suanghal, the Jupanese and Chinese
representatives reached a general agreement, wolch has just
rear. gutmitted to taoeir ressective Goverrnments.

A further meeting will te neld on Murch Zlst, at
10 a.m., at wriech the finul derisions, on mutiers of aetail,
will te taken. IV nas teen aecrideu not te purlisin any
rerords of the nexotiations uwuitil tue)y HaVe been apprcvea
rv the Governwents.

I teg you to btring the atove Lo tune rotice of ins
Mowters of tih.e Council and of tue LCugue, wnld nave lLhe Lonnur

}/E

to he, ct~.

(S .aned | 3. SATN.

Japanese repressitative on
tue Counril,

i v et B AR kA
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VIR AR NADIONG

Translation

Cemmanizated tn asembly Bxir, )on,1v3E VIL
the Council and

a

cf the League, neva, Marech 21lst, 1940,

17
AT

TAL TROM THL CHINUSE 5C VERIMENT

ommunizaticn from the Japansse Delesaticn
(ommun ticn f the Japansse Delegaticn,

Ncte by the Secretary-General,

The Secretary-Censral has *he heoncur te eirculate to the
Assembly the follcwineg c-mrunicatiocn dated Mareh 20th, which

o

he haz recelived frem *he Japansse celesutlion,

Sir,

I have the honour te inform you that erders have heszsn
siven tcday to the Third Naval Divisicn, the First Destroyerl
Flctilla, the Pirst Aircraft Carrier Flctilla, and the gruiser

. . . S < ~ e y . . 1gA4Vve
"0i" belensing te the Third Sytadren new at Jhanghal, 1o le=t

Chinege waters and rebturn to Jairan, The naval forees rem&iﬂiné
at Char-hai will re only ver slightly in excess cf those
whizh were there befure the rresent ilncidents.
Requestine yeu to communleate the fereqscing te
Membsrs cf the Jcuncil ané of the Leagcue,

T have the honcur, eto,,

(Sed) 5. BATC,
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J

eIt
Liasu.s

Communiceted to the AJ{Extr. ey ze
assembly, the Council e lwds VIL.

and the ifemrers cl the © Qeneva, T .
= i aS e ve L. 8r ch [ 2.,
League. ’ letk, 1932

APPEAL FROM

Situaticn in the She triet.

Note 1y the Secretary-3General.

'ary—Geu‘ral hes the henecur to zirculate to
2 eventh repcert of ths representatives of
having speclal interests in Lthe Shanghai
The tenth repert was communicated in Document
930 VLI,

Telesranm from His Britamiic 2ie 5 minister

in Chipa,
Liarch 19tn, 1987.

Deslatched Shangtiail, 13h(5.
e

Renelved Geneva, 9h00 a.m.

gituation rerert No.ll.

Mareh loth.

o Ca s Toapan
Embarkatinn cne Japanese mixed Rrigade for JaF

continues.

Cormander 19th route rTLV Ire tests tc neutral
cbservers arainst continued rlichits Japanese qirerafl T
beycnd Shirakawa patrol scne. Reperris from Chinesa .,
scurces civilians injured owing fire from aercyplanes newv

tesn verified.
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SOQCIETT DE3S 1.TL0I'S.

Communiqué & l'assembk e, 4 (Extr.) 66.1932.VII.
au Consell et aux Ilembres
de la Societé. Genéve, le 19 mars 1932.

aPPEL DU GOUVERINENMENT CHINOIS.

Communication de la Uélégation japonaise.

Hote du Secrétaire général.

Le Secrétaire général a 1'honneur de transmettre a
1l'Assemblée la Gommunication suivante, en date du 18 mars,
qu'il a recgue de la Délégation japonaise

Monsieur le 3ecrétaire général ;

Me référent & la communication que j'ail eu l'honneur
de fzire au Comité des Dix-neuf concernant les pourpurlers
en vue de la cessation des hostilités a Shanghzl, je m'empresse
de portar & votre connaiscance que le ministre du Japon a
Shanghai vient de me faire savoir qu'une réunion officielle
aura lieu le 19 & 10 heures du matin.

En v ous priant de bien vouloir informer de ce qui pré-
céde les membres du Conseil et de la 3Société, je vous prie
d'agréer.,.... etc.....

(s.) 3. 8aT0,
Représsntant du Jspon au Corseil
de le 3ociété des llations.

LEAGUE CF NATION
A(Extr) 66.193 .VIL.

Communicated to the Assemtly,
the Council ard the Members of Geneva, March 19th, 1< 2,
the League.

APPEAL FLC!" THE CHINESE GOVFLNITENT.

Communic ation from the Japarese Delesatia.

Note bv the Secretery-Ceneral.

The Secistary-Gencral has the honour to cireulate to
the Assembly the following communication dated March 18th, which
he has received from the Japanese Dele~ation.

Sir,

With refererce to the communication I had the honoyr
to make to the Committeec of Nindteen regardins the megotiztigns
for the cessation of hostilities at Shanghai, I hav he honour
to inform you that the Japenmesc Winister at Shanghai has jy t
notified” me thet an o ficial me eting will tszke place on tp
19th at 10 a.m.

Kequesting you to communicuite the foregoin to tx
lembers of the Council of the Ilesrue,
I haw the horow , cte.
(3gd.) S. SATO
Japinese ke csentative on the Counecij
of the Leegue of Nations.
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SCCIZTE DB

. N c . o
semruniqud A 1'assemtlée, (Extr.) ©5.1022ViI

r
§ nars 173Z.

sishs

a1 Censeil et auz Merxtres
. A
de la -Brcisté

OOV KN WEET

diegicn

7énéral a 1l'hon.sur de transmettre a 1'assexblée
des représentants des ruatre Puisszances ayant
iaux dans la Ccnreession ds Changhai. Le nouviéme
yauniqueé dans le document .. (Jxtr.) ©3.1932.VII.

Il

TiLoGRAES DU MIRISTRE DL 34 MadloTi o CRING.
Remis & 1% h.30 l2 18 mars

Reru & ) heures le 13 mars.

Ruvvort rcomaun No. 1C sur la

Aucune activité gy cours des dernidres vingt-quatre
heures sinon gque los Jsponails poursuivent lsurs recon-
naissances adriznnes su-dussus Aes positions chincises. Les
Japenals ss propcsent dgalement d4'utiliser un tallon d'chkserva-
tion 2t c¢nt public une déclaration disant que 1l'ewmplol de cet
enzin n'implique aucune action offensive,

v mTT
i AGUL

. 2 3 = B 65 i
Copciunicated to the assenmbly, e [Extr.) £5.1932. V11
the "“cun~il ard the llemrers \
rf tho Leaeue. Geneva, Mareh 18th, 1932,

arloaL FROM TH. CHINEZSE GOVIRNMUNT.

Situation in the Shanshal District.

I.rte Ty ths Secroetary-Ge=n3ral.

The Seeretary General has the henour to ecirculate te the
assambly the tenth report of the represcntatives of th. faur'Pcwers
havins spe~ial intercsts in the Shanghal Settlement. e rinth

~

report was ~om.arirated in Dorument a. (Bxtr.) 6}.1?3;. ViI.
ToLLaGR.OM FROB BIS LAJ.S1Y's MINISTER IN CHINA.

D. 1.%20 p.m. Mer-~h 18th.

R. (.00 a.m. March 18th.

Jeint Situation Report ke, 10, Mar-~h 18th.

+ oecn-
itions.

¢ activity durirg past twenty-four heurs szoe
tipucd Japancs: air reconvalssancss cvor Chinsss po
Japenésc aloe preposc waploy ebservatien balloon and heve
1esuud statument that its use degs net imply coffensive

i
yrtirn.

Y
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CAWCRICAN CONSULATE |
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

!
!
i
i

APR V1032 : LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

Communirated to the! Assemtbly A.(Txtr.)e4,1932.VI1,
thoPOLSTIEAL SECHON th g] Memte s of
e League. Geneva, March 18th, 1932.

APPEAL FROM THE CHIIESE JOVERMENT.

Note ry the Oecretsary-Gencral.

The Secretary-Seneral ras the honour to communicate hercwith
for the information of the Assembly, the following correspondcnce
dated Mar~h 18th, 1932:

I Letter addresscd to the Representatives of China and Jepan.
1l Letter addressed to the Acting President of the Counecil.
III Reply addressed on rehalf of the Acting Prezident of the Counnil
to the President of the Assemhly,

Letter addressed to the hepresentatives of China and Japan.

daroh 18th,1932,

At 2 meetinge held on March 17th, the Srecial Committee which was
sat up by the Assembly at its mest ing of sdarch 11%h decided, in exeru-
tion of the funetions entrusted to it »y the Asseombly, to invite the
Governments of China and Japan to inrorm it of fths measures which they
have taken, or expect to take in the near furture, in order to carry
into effect the reszolutions adopted ty ths Council or Septemter 30th
and December 10th, 1931.

I am arcordingly instructed hy the Committec to request you to
take steps to cnsure that the information in question ic communicated
at the earliest possible moment to me for trensmission to the Coamittee.

(3igned) Eric DRUMJONE.
secrctary General.

1.

Letter addressed to the Acting President of the Council,
riret 18th,1932,

I- execution of the mandate given to him at its meeting of March
17th, the President of the Special Commitiee of the Assemily han in-~
atructed me to inform you that, referrinz tc the renultimate parazgraph
of the Asnembly's resolution of iarch 1ith, the Committee would xuttach
great importancec to receiving at the earliect moment which the Jouncil
may find possible any reports wihihc may rcach the Counecil from the
Commission apppinted by its resolution of lecccomber 10th, 1931. In
particular, thc Committee desires to receive inrormation as soon as may
he possible in regard to the general situation in Manchuria. The Com-
mittee would be most grateful to you if, in your caracity as President
of the Council, you would consider wr.at steps may re taken in order to
give effeet so far as is possitle to the wiches which 1t has expressed,

+

(5igned) Eric DRUMMONT,
Secretary-General.
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Rerly uiddressed on ropalf of The 4 ving Prosident of the

Tunoil to Mo Drosiiint Of e Asstubly.

sarel 18tk 1982,

1 hava tre honour, on ronall e Tresident of the
Council of thz Lemguc of Nutions, ¥ wleige receipt orf the
letter dated kareh 18%h which you & 552l to him through my
intermediary on tehalf or ihe Sreeinl Committos of the A-cembly.,
The President of the Counril 17 mnund z this letter witnout
drley to the iemhors of the council und also to the Commizsion of
Fnquiry whid wuas aprointed by 0 Couvncil ty itz resolution or
Lenember 10th, 1l9zl,

/5irnee;  Erie DILLIONT .

retary~Oencral.,

it
i
S
E.
ki
i
i
i
H
t
H
i
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Cerriuhicated tn the
the Council and the
of the Leagus.

AT TR OATE YT COTTRATIN T A TE L TYATE T
APPELL, RO THL O N3 cor e wp

5 Seerctary-General Lias the bonour to ciraulate to

383 5%
The
the Assearbly tle ninth report of the representatives of trao

four Powers hu ¢ spacial interests in the Shanghed
ment. 1€ i h o report was communiceted in decwnent
Al (Vb))

e T x =Ty, AT T AT ATTOY AT
THLEGRAM FROU HIS TIATI 'S MINTSTIR I C9INL,

D. 1.18 p.r. 17th *areh, 1032,

B. 9.00 a.rm, 17tk Mareh, 163,

oint Situntion Heport No.Q.

-
Guiet along both frorts. Contrary Yo press reports
there have teen no imnertant changes trocop dispositions either
side. Reginning temeorrew Japaiese cormence re-cgrbtarkation

one nixed brigade.
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APR 71022

jova

L__ PULITICAL SECTION LEAGUEZ CF NATIONS.

‘emmunicated tr the Assembly Ao 1932.VIT
he Cruricil and the Wierdbers ;f TEEOSe S
tre League. Geneva, Marcrn 17tk, 1932.

THE CHINECE GOVIE

n . the Chines»s Delegaticr.

LV-Goreral,

At tre request nf the ChLinean d@legaticn, the Secretary-
Gereral ras the honour tn circulate tn the Assembly tre
fellowirg c-mminicated dated Mareh 17th,

WEKCRANDUL.

In view of the ceming recess of the Disarmumert Conference
card the departure frcecm Gerneva of members cf tre special Ccmmittee
set up urder tle Assembly Resoclution of Marer 11tr, recessitating
rerkaps tre adjcurnment cf the Committee itgelf urtil Arril, I
respectfully verture to suggest the fellowirg peints for econsi-
deratiox,

Aceoerdirg tn the Assembly Rescluticr. of Marck 11tr thre
Ccamittee Yras rertgin functirrs with regard to the exescuticr. »f
(a) tre Assenbly Resclutien cf Marek 4tr and () tre Cruncil
ResqLutioLs «f Septamter 3Cth and December 1Cth,

1. As regards (a) its task 1is "tc repert as snocr as pessivle
nr. the cessatirn c¢f kestilities and }he crrnclusien ~f zrrangements
whirkr. shall rsnder defiritlve the sald cegssaticn and shall regulate
tre witrdrawal ¢f the Japarsse ferees in confarmity with tlre
Assembly rasolutica ¢f March 4th, 1933." At the time cf the passirg
f tre Harnk 4%h resolutirn 1t was made quite clear by the As;gmhly

trat the resnlutirn ruled cut the attackirg of any eonditicrs to

tye witrdrawal of Japancse treers as being ircempatitle with the

LA 3 ot CE 2 4l
el T A e T T AW R T TS T T T e T B GIRR > A% iy 4 & G the LSt o
s T >
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Covenant and that the withdrawal must be crmplete. It was crn these
twe understardings that the Chinese Governmernt accepted the rssn-
lutiorn, and these two undarstandings were subsequently erndersed bty

tre U.S¢ Governmernt. Yet it is clear from e retent- - telegram
that the Japanese Gevernment are attempting tc dn Precigsely what
the Assembly and U.S.A4. have condemned, namely tn impose prlitical
acnditicrs as the price ¢f Japancse withdrawal. Indeed, they are
trying under crver of the Assembly's rescluticn te feree tre
Chirnese Government to accept a Japanese ultimatum,

It wewld in the circumstances appsar imperative fer the
Committes teo inform the representatives of the powers at Shanghai
and the Chinese and Japanese Guvernments wrat 1s meant by the
Assembly Resolution of March 4%th.

2. As rogards (b) the Committee is to fellcw the execution
of tre Council resclutions of September 3Cth ard December 10th.
The former rosclution imposes the obligation on the Janznese
Goverrment to "continue as rapidly as possible the withdrawal of
its troops, whichk rad already begun, into tkh¢ railway zone in
proporilon as the safety of the lives and property of Japanese
nationals is effectively assured", and on the Chinese Government
tc "assums resporsibility for the safety of the lives and proverty
of Japansse rationals outside that zone as the withdrawal of
Japanzse trocps continues and the Chinese local autherities and
pcliece forces are ro-establisked "

Pre December 10th resoclution re-affirmed the September 3Cth
resolutior. and called upcrn "the Chiness and Japanese Governments
tc take all steps rnecessary tn assure its executior, so that the
withdrawal of the Japanese trocps withir. the railway zone may be
effocted as speedily as possible under the conditicns set Torth ir
the said resolution.™ The resolution went on to state explicitly
trhat the appointment of the Commission of Enquiry was without

prejudice to carryirg out these measures. These two reseluticns
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'3

ard the discussior in the Couneil on Ceteler 23rd {See tre extracts
qurtsd rr pp. 12 - 16 of 4{Fxtr.)l) teogether with the Assombly's
cordemnation of the idoa of = suttlomont unter militery rressurs,
makcs it clear that ths withdrswal of Japincse ftrocrs is the
csgential preliminuary 4o a settlemcrt rascd on ths Coverant,

I% weuld appoar to follew that the first task ¢l the Coumittee
is to imploment this part of ths Assently's resoluticn ty regquustirg
tre purtics to supply infcermatior crn whet stors they have alrcady
tuker or preoescd to sxucute thelr obligaticns under the Scptember
3Cth ard Dzcuomber 10tk rosclutiors, and what thoy arc preparcd to
do to carry out thise rbligations ir full, Th: parties might te
asked teo supply this inicrmation in time for ths first meetin
of the Committes aftecr the Bastsr rocess,

3. S8irnce the danger ofwmilitary pressurc ras beon romeved
ty svcuring Japan.se evacuation the Committes is instructsd "to
erdeavrur to prepare the settlemsnt oL the dispute weveene. .. in
accordance with Artielw 15, pasragrapk 3, of the Ccvonant, ard to
sutmit 2 stetemnent (oo

This no doubt will bs a lengthy und complex tasx, to e carried
out orly iv the light of the data reccived from tre Coumission of
Frquiry on the spot. But it would aDpcar apprepriste snd ccrsonant
witl. Losgue proceasnts if the Committec wepre to give instructions
tc tko Ssersturiet forthaith to prepsre for its considoratior a
drzft pregramms cr agordd, indicatirg for irgtupes th. types cf
gquestion with whiek 1% might oxpcet tn deal, thy svailatle scurees

cf irformation, the ways in whick and the {ggueg on wrieh ILoasue

machirery, such as tho Courd ard the techrical orpanizatiors
- CudlyL - v

oculd most appropriately be uscd, ste,

4. Arcording to the 7th paragrapy roferrirg to the Come

. o b3 Ls te submit o e
rittec's functiorns, it hus te submib o prspgy progress roport to

'S cars ¢ P Sﬁ' BlG & o+ )
the Assombly as soorn as possiuvle and ab th,e latest on Yay let, 1032,
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The Cemmittee's roperd will, it 1s bolioved, taks irto arccunt
roports frcm ths Cemmissicrn cf ZIrnguiry, as wall @8 1rem ctrer
rommittons cr wgonts wrting on tehzll of the Lowgus. It may
thorefers be sugzeested that the Cesmission of Irquiry te instructsd
to maks first rovert on conditiers ir ianchuria In tims for the
rext mootivg.  In view of the statsmont made by the Prusida.nt of
tre Council on Doseubsr 10t whsn ofrinaially intorpreting the
resoiutiorn c¢i th gte, “het "If th. urd:rtakings given by the

two Partics ace ir.g » the resclutic i Aol cer 30 th have

r.et resen ecsprricd cutb ry tho oimd tre arrival of the Coumission
(ef Enquiry), tre Ccocummission ko a8 spsudily @s pessible report
to tre Ceurncil or th. situuaticrn,™ tris first ropert would rresu-
matly doal with the oxtunt to whiech Jaran kas ecarried cut her
crligabticr.s urder the Scptumber 30th and Decemrer 10th Reso lutiors
ard wret sro is prspured to de Yo complets theilr czecuticn,

5. My Gevernment fzels grsat arxisty at the present tonse
situaticn in Shangral and Manchuria, and feels that the best cheek
or. Japar.se agerossive activities is the sereof vigllart ard
norstart Loagus supsrvisior. I huve ne deudt the Prosidesrt fully
arrraciates thliqaspuﬁt of the motver ara intsrds to dake aprro-
nriste moasurcs to kowp in touch with sverts ard teo have the
Committae ard if roccgssry the Asssmbly 1tself summorsd at short
rotire should urcxn.ct:d duv.lopmerts creur. Rut 1t weuld rolicve
my Geveeruont's arxie ¢ have informzticn as to such mocasurss,

I treratfore respuntfully sugsest that the arrangemerts contemplated

undqr tris read should e publiely anrounced ss 1 =5 possi
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LEAGUE CF NATIONS.

Communicated to the issembly, A(Extr.)061.1932.VII.
the Council and the Members
of the League. Geneva, March 17th, 1932,

1 APPE4L FROM THE CHINESE GOV/RNITINT.

Communication from the Sovansse Delsgation.

Note by the Secretary-Ceneral.

A% the request of the Japanesse Delegation, the Secretary-
Gensral has the honour to circulate to the Assembly ths
following communication dated March 16th.

The Japanese Delegation has already drawn attention on
several occasions 1o the inaccuracy of certain official Chinese
communications. In accordance with information obtained from
the local authorities, it desires to submit the following corrections.

1. Bombardments from the air mentiorned in documents 4. {Extr.)
14 and 19, paragraph 1.

There has begen no bombardment from the air since ths
cessation of hostilities was proclaimed on March 3rd.

On March 4th aeroplanes reconnoitering in the Kuangsan
and Soochow area having been fired at, replied with
machine gun fire.

On March 5th aeroplanes set out to reconnoitre in the
Kwangtu area, but d4id not fire.

2. Establishment of a Javanese nolice administration at
Chapei (document a.{&xtr.) 19, paragraph 2).
There is no truth whatever in the statement that the
Japanese forces intend %o set up a police organisation
at Chapei.

. Burning of the Hsingtan village by Japanese troops
(document A.(Extr.) 46).

Untrue.

4. Construction of an zerodrone a2t Liuho {documents
A.(Extr.) 45 and 46).
Untrue.

5. Civilian population compelled to hoist Japansse flags
and farm-houses burned whaersver resistance was offered. (idem).
Untrue.

The Japanese troops have somstimes given the inhabitapts
papers bearingz *he Pising Sun to certify tvhat no soldisrs in
civilian clothes were concealed in thelr houses. Thes occupants
of thesc houszs have often placed the certificatses c¢a their
doors. Thess a2re probably the facts which have been mis-
represented in the Chinese official reports.

6. The Japanese troops have sirict crders anof o cress the
surveillance line indicoted in *the commonder-in-chief's communiqu?
of March 8th. This line 13 2& follows: starting from the north,
Lobenkao, Fojaochsn,/Yowongtse, Ywailkangehen, Antingchen,
Q
h

o
=

Peikangchen, then towards the af Trom this village up to tnz
international Scttlement aiong © Socchow river.
SHANGIAT INCIDENTS.

Officianl telegram raceived DY the Japsnese Dolagation.
Tokio, March 16th. The order was given on March l4th‘to the
11ith division, the 24th mixed bPrigade and certzan spescial
detachments at prasent in Shanghal, to return tc Japan.

-
Uy
5]
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_AMEBICAN CONSULATE . ‘)
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

APR V1032 LEaGUE OF NATIOLS.

Comjunicated to the Asskmbly, A (Extr.)60.1932.VII.
the {Cou NICALNAECTHON Menfoors 73

cf theL3ague. Geneva, March 17th, 1932.

APPEAL FROM THe CHINLISE GOVERNMENT.

Communicaticn from the Japanese Delegation.

Note by the Sscretary-Gensral.

At the request of the Japanese Delegation, the Sccretary-
General has the honour to circulate to the Assembly the
following commurniication dated March 1lbth.

March 16tL, 1932.

Sir,

Referring to the communication of the Chinese delegation
{aocument a.(Zxtr.)39.VII) concerning a telegram from M. T.V.
Soong, Finance llinister, with regard to the Customs at .Antung,
I have the honour to inform you that our Consul in that town
informed Mr R.If. Talbot, Customs Commissioner, of the contents
of the Chinese communicatiocn, and that the latter has replied
to the following effect:

1. That he has been officially informed by the Superin-
tendent of the arrival of a Japansse aAdviser;

2. Twat paragraph 1 of the Cuinese communication ic
incorrect;

3. Tuat the last part of paragraph 2 concerning the
dsclarations o1 the Consul is also incorrect;
A. That he (Mr Talbot) in hiz telegram teo Inspsctor-
General Maze, had expressed a parsonal opinion and had reported
current rumours, but that he had csrtainly not attributed to
the Japanese Consul the statements which M. Soong's telasgram
alleged him to have made. He (Mr Talbot) had sent a tzlagranm
to i. Maze contradicting this informationand asking him to
rectiry it.

(8igmed) 5.
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A (Extr,)5y,1932.VII.

APPEAL, FROM THE CHINESE | GOV SRNITENT

LN

Crumarication from +he Crinese Telegaticr.

Nate by the Soncatary- Genersal,

At trs request c¢f tre Chiness Telegati iar., tre Secratary-
Genersal has the ncnour to ecirculsate ta the Assembly the
frallewirg telegram Aated Marsl 1/th.

TELL FRAM FnJU.WLSSRo. T.V. oOOB“ WVTLTRGT“N KCO XD QUO TAI-CHI.

Or. Merday (bhe 14tk irsy.), Mr. Que, Vice-Mirister of
Feraign Affairs, attend=d a tez-party given vty Sir Miles Lampser.,
F.B.M. '3 Mirister, Mr., Johnser, the American Minister, kr. Wilden,
the Frenck Minister, ard Mr. Siarso, the Ttaliar. Consul-Gereral,
zrd met Mr. Shilgsmitsi, the Japanese Mirister. The follewing
draft Agenia fer the Armistice meetirg was drawr up, subjeet o

tr.e anproval cf the Chirese and Japarnese Gavernments:

"iL. (kinese trecps ars to remair in thelir present psasitiers,
pendirg a later settlement.

"o, Japanese troops ars to witkdraw tr the Internatisnal
Setbtlement and tre extra-Settlemert ro-ds in the Hengkew districet
a8 rafrre-the ircident, viz, January 28tk, It is understeeq,
howaver, that in view rf thre rumbers f Japarese troops tn he
as~rmodated, some will rave ta be tempararily statiored in le-
ralities adjacent to the ateve-mernticred areas.

"%, A jeint Comnissinsr. with neutral members is to certify
ta tre mutual withdrawal.

"Note: It is urderstrnd that nn nther questicns of

iple will be raised.
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"Separate Nete (subject t~ the appraval of the Chincee
Gevernment): The folloawing undsrstandirg is agre2d unen: Ero-
vided a definits agreemant is r arred nn the basis cf the zbeve
prints, the Chinese side will vrluntarily give an irdepardert
undertokirg that kaysr Wu's letter of January 284h starnds."

Testerday Mirister Shigemitsa visitsd Sir Kiles Lompsen,
rakirg the fecllowing ~hiange to carsyrart ¢f the »rigiral
iraft:

YA joint Cammissinn wit zutrel Jgembers ta certily te
tre norryirg cut of the Agmcement under sarsgrapbs 1 oand 2,
erd watar =ard rve the general corditicns in tre evacuatced

leter settlemernt™,

A frrmal meeting was erranged fer this aftarnner. (1ALl
incternt) to adept the draft ngenda, but is prstnened upsn the
regquasst of Mirister Shigemitsa rn the grourd that re irstruction
ras been recsived from Tekyo.,  The abteve irnfermaticon has teen
nrmmanicated tn the Lytton Cemmissicn of Enguiry.

The Crirese Geovsrnmsat ernsiders the preposed amerdments
by the Japanese ilinister 3s unacceptsable. In the ~pinion of
the Oriregs Grverrment the Separate Nrte as mernti~ned abeve
sr.-21d ret he raised at tke Armistice rnegcoeiati-rs, because
it is *arntam-ount to a prlitical cordition far the evsecuatien

i

forres.

",i.
3
;
i
!
i
K
i
¥
!
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Coermunicated to the A.(Extr.) 58 1932.V7T

Lssenbly, the Council :
and the Vembers nof Ceneva, March 16th, 1932.

the League.

ATFPELL FROVT THY CHIWEST GOV IR IvT

Situntion in the Shanehai District,

Mote by the Seeretary-Seneral.

The Secrctary-feneral has the honowr to circulute
to the Assenbly tue eighth report of the representutives
of the Tour Powers heving special interests in the Shany hail
Settlarent., Tlie seventh report was cormunicated in
docurient A, (Uxtr,).56.1932.VI1.

TUIECRAT PROT™ HIS MaJwSTY'S MIVISTUR IN CI'IM.L.
D. 1.31 p.m. 16th March, 1932,

K. 9.00 a.n. 16tk 'fTrch, 1932.

JOINT SITUATICN RFEPORT Yo. 8.

Mo echange.
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Comrunicated to the Lssembly, A, (mxtr.) BULL9BL.VIT.
the Council nd the Mernbters
¥ the Leazue. Geneva, March 16th,

4 : AFPEAT FRrCI ThE CHIUES R SOVIRILIENT.

Cormmunication from the Jupunese Delegation.

Lote by the Secretar

At the request of the Jupanese Delexaticr, the Sec-etary-
Feneral has the honour to circulau, to the Assently the follewirng
communicaticns dated March 1Cth and 14%th.

Surmary of official telegrans received Ly the Japanese De.sin

Varch 1Cth, 193Z.

1. 3ince the departure of the Chinese uroop from Chareil
the Japanese marines have co-operated with the Municipsal Councll
nf the Interrational Sefilemant in repairing the roads in the
rxtersion of the Juttioment. Thege rcads have teen clesred and
are beg.nning to resumec their rormal aspect. The police of the
Munieipel Council is malntaininu order in certain of the Chinese
quarters by &Arrangement with the Japaresc forces.

Z. The llunicip=al Ccuncil has alread, issued more than
11,000 passes to Chinese desirocus of removin_ their grods from
this zorne. The Jazpanese trceps are helping to repair the light
and gas. This work is progreonsine slowly, and ccnsequently nnly
a few Chinese have s0 Tar teern able tor murn‘w their hrmes.

3. Access Uo the querters of Crapel west of the Railway

sins is onlv zlicwsd to holdern of ranges, unill the snallrs,
ﬁren'dhs, rinzs, c¢tn,, atendonad vy ths Chinase troers, hrve
Den removed «nd ord=r ras hoen re-established. Rumours hav-
iny bteen circulated to the efiect that the Japanese were going to
set fire to this part of Chapei as a reyrisal, % large rumter of
Chinese fled with their possessions. lmnn, cases of lootin_ hhve
been reported.

4. The work of removing dangercus otgjects from the licesing
zone is practically cormpleted, and with ths restoration ot order
2~ rarge number of Chinese and foreigners are returnin: to this
district.

SLasNGE T INCIDENTS

March 14th, 193z,

1. T.e HMunieipsl Council of the Internaticnal “.ttlerm.nt,
in =grecrent with She Japanese militar, suthorities ard the Chinese
authorities, decided to take sanitary measures in the guarters »f
Chapei near thE Settlomant. Atfter referriny the matter to the
msetine of the Consular Corps on Ifarch 10th, the first measures

were taken on the 1l4th and are being actively pursued.
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2. lYany refugees have lteen evacuzted {rem Cnared

with the kelp of tie Jap&nﬁ"~ marines. who have distributed
provisioans to the inlabitants o7 this district. Siuce
varch 4th tlhe naval cutheritics have crganised medical rourds
inspecion twice dsily, anl acsisgtance is given to a8ll sick
and wounded who eppliy teo the posts of marines. The
sanitary units of tie Red Crcss and Catholic missionsgmade
s inesroertion at Charel con T'rch 7th, but they considered
it unnecescary to rceontlirue th=s~ reunds irn view oI the
activity already displayed by the Jaranese sanitary

units.

aren l4th, 1932,

Since tre rroclamation of the cessation cf
hostilities on Mureh <¢xrd the following hostile acts have
been comitted against our troors by tue Cainesc trooy

1. On liarcs:: 8th, rear Tiuho, the Ciinese fired
on a Jarznese patre:

2. Cn “Tarenr 8th and ©th, at ¥oting, our sentinels
were attacled by soldicrs In ~iviit clothes,

5. Co tle ¢th, atl lauriang, shots were fired
1 thie general conmanding the brigude; in the course
of tie evening our trcors were twice attacked by Chinese
soléicrs in civilisn clothoo noer Nercians ctation.

4, Oun tie 10tk o grceup of cfficers was attacked by

a detachment of Cuinesc soldiers armed with machine-guns,
who had crossed the Soochow river at abtout € ¥km. frem
anziang. One Japanese officer was vownded. In the afternoon
of the same day chots were fired at the colonel commanding
ene of the first-line regiments near Yanziang station.
Turing the night SEKtlﬂClv werce attacked by hﬂldiers ir eiviliasn

frlottas woat of encionpg stotion. fre soldier vaos weounded.,

O. Cn the 1llth several siots were fired at a
motor-toat betwoen Fanciang ard Ioating; a ratrol was
also attacked on the sare day south of Fating. Durineg
tiwe night some trirty Chinsse Lorsermern launched an attack
in this neignbournood (occe privious communication).
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Commurnicated to the Assertly,
tne Crurcll ©né tne Memters
cf the Leagure.

CEWLVA, lureh 18ih
I

CHITEST ~OVERNT T,

[t NN

Note ty the Sceretrry-teneral.

"he Sceretsiv—ncversl hns the hrnour to elrculate tn the

v

1932.

Assembly the seventn rerort o1 the representitives of the

four Iewers havine cpoeinl intere
nent. The sirth rercii vms communiested in d\cum;nt

.[x.( tI)f}-ﬁ 1962.VII.

S MACRSTY 'S MINISTEL IN CHINA.

D. 1.22 p.rm. 1Bth Wareh, 1922.

.o

L. 9.00 2.m. 15th laren 1932.

v

Jrint Situaticn Lepert No.7

‘LhepArts regerding clashes between opposing

teceming less fregquent. InJGIL»

o Chinese side cuggests

2. Ordors
24th mixed trigode hove bLeen reccived J2
Shanghai.

l
D! ne

sts in the Shanghai Settle-

foree
tlon from 11 ison nfficecrs
Chinese intcend remein on defensive.

for return to Japsn llth Tivisien crg
cadquesrters
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LEACUZ OF NATIONS.

C8mmunicat ed to the Assembly, Ah.(Extr,)55.1932,VII.
the Ceuncil and the Members '
of the Leazue. Gene va, Mareh 15th, 1832

+EPRAL FROM T9E CHINESE GOVERMIMENT.

Communiocation from the Chinese Delegation.

Nute by the Secretaiy-Gencral.

Tht Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to the
Assembly the fellowlng cemmunication, dated March léth, which he
has received from the Chinese Delczation,

Refohe2.
To the Secretary~General,

I have the honour to communilcate the fallewing sunmsry
of telzgrams recelved during ths last few days from Nunking by
the Chincse Delcgatien and to request that you will be goed
enough to cemsunicate the same to the Assembly:

1. ‘oocerding to telegraphlo reports from Marshal Chang
Hsuch-liang, since the inauvguration of the puppet govern-
ment in Manchurla, the trelns rupning betwecn Mukden and
Shanhaikwan have been flying the flag of the 11llegal gevern-
ment.The Japanese authoritiés heve been forsing the village
elders of Chinohew, Ihsien, Hain-ohen snd Suichunz {districts
in the western part of Lisoning Provinee) to sizn documents
to the effect that the stationing of Japsnese ¥rocps 1n the
said loczlities was requegted on their initizftive for the
praitection of the people. LS to the purpet government the
Japanese alse allege that it was formed by the will of the
peeple. :

2, Locording to telegraphio reports from our Legatien
in Tokye, it was learned that the Jeprnese Cubinet decided
nat to accord for the present official recnznition te the
puppet govermment, but was preparcd to ncaftlete direetly
with the szid zovernment on questions which relate %o Japan's
aational poliey or to the finonces of Manchuris,

Ls te increasing the strength ¢f permenent Jzp-nese
militory effectives in Menchurin, investments ecnd otherwine
ceconomically devilaping ianchuri+, 1t was declded to lenve
them te be considered by the proper authoritics concerned,
When impertont matters releting thereto should ceme up, they
would Be considered by the Cadbinet.

3. Ahocording to reports of the Shanghei Commicsioner df
Customs, nine Japenese war vesscls ecntered the harbour on the
13th Mareh, loaded with ecyoplenes and war metcriszls.

(Signed) W.W. YEN.
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LEAGLE

Communiceted tn the Ascently, LTty Hh4, 1952717
.

the Conneil and the ksmbters ni
the Leaguc. fereva, March 14th, 1932,

LPPEAL FILCM TUT CUTITESE JOUTINMENT.

Compunication from the Japancse Delesotion,

Note by the Secretary-"eneral,

At the r1equest of the Japenesce delegatingn, the Seeretory-
Genersl has the nonour to circulute tn the Assenmbly 1he
f511lowins communicat inn dated Mzrch l4tn.

INCITENTS AT STANCHAL

Summury ~f gn offleicl telesrem 1vceived con

Warer. 1ith by the eoaponege Lelegation.,

On March 11th, atout €.50 p.m., & detaenme nt f wlout
30 Chinese cavslry appeared at Lcutang, ¢ Kilemitres insice
the control zcne. Under cnver of the dcrkness they -tticked
cur poots, whieh succeeded in repulsing tacm at about 10.ZL5 p.m,
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LEACUE OF NATIONS.
Communicated to tho sssembly, A (Txtr.) 53.1672.VIT.

ths Council and the Membors
of ths Leagug. Gonsva, arch l4th, 1932,

LPPuAl THGM THE CHINESE GOVIRNITIT.

Qitu-tion in ths Shangbai District.

The Sesrebtar) -G tLe honour to circulats to ths
Lsseonbly the sixth roport of the reprasantavives of the four
Po..rs i 3 i interests in tha Shanghal Sottlamnant.

v, Pifth report was communicated in documsnt A.(Bxtr.)51.19%2.VII.

T Gl FROM HIS MAJEST 'S MINIOTER I G

D. 12.38 p.m. 14th tarch, 1932.

R. 9.00 a.m. 14th March, 1032.

Situxtion Report o. ©.

Noon March liAth. Nothing important ocourrsd during past
forty-elglt hours. Headquarters recsntly arrived Japansse 14th
division is now in linc:.

2, Japansse houdquurters stute Tokyo War Office is activoly
considering withirzwal portion troops row in Shanghal

but no ordar yet boen ricsivsd,

%, Keports from foreigh lizison of ficer on Chiness front
indicats situation gradually boecoming stadilissd. Very littls
cetivity at front boyond minor clash=s with Japanszse cavalry
patrols. :
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U1 liembers

of the Lcague. Geneva, March 14th, 1932

APPEAL FRQE.‘ THRE CHINESE GO f“}ﬂ\“ﬂ }\TT

Comrunication from the Chinese Dele-

Note by the Seoretary-nggzgg.

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to
the Assembly the fellowing cormunication, dated liarch 12th, addreg
ed by the Chinese Representative to the President of the Agspmbly°s‘

EL./A(L1). March 12, 1932.
To the Fresident of the Assembly.

Tn accordarce with instructlons from my Government, 1
have the honour to inform you that the Chinese Gevernment acoept(
the Resolution adopted by the Assembly of the Leasye of Nations nn
the 11th instant. 4s I anticipated in my explanation to the
Assembly Tor my abstention, the acceptance of the Tesolution has
been delayed because of the time reguired for telegraphic
communication between Geneva and Nanking, and for no cther reason.

My Government is gratified that practically all the
principles of importance, for which 1t has contended since the
very inceptien of the Sino-Japanese dispute, have veern incorporateq
in the Resoluticn of March 1X¥th. &y Government d:zsires to refer
in particular to three of these prlnciples:

1. That the settlement of the dispute should not bs sought
under the stress of military coercion, which it takes to mesn
that the evacuation of Tapanese troops must precede negociation.

2. That it is the obligaticn of members of the League to
submit any dispute which may arise amonz them 5o procedures for
peaceful settlement, which absolves the kepublic of China frem
all respensibility ior the present terrible state of affairs in
Nan,uurla, Shancghai and other parts of China, and

3. That it is incumbent upon the members of the League of
Natiens nnt to recornise any situation, etc., brought about
contrary to the Covenant of the Leazue or the Pact of Paris,

The word "situation” must, of course, cever the present state of
things created in T*]ﬁnurla through Japanese manipulation,
1n5tlmatlon and military support, - in particular to the puppet
governuent in Lanchuria.

I shall be deeply obliged o you to bring the above to
the knowledze of the Assembly.

(Sizned) W.W. Y.
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LELGUR OF NATIONS.

Communicated to the rssembly, .)51.1932.VII.
the Council and the Members of
the League. Geneva, lMarch 14th, 1932
b . .
LPPEAL FROWM THE CHINESE GOVERINGINT,

Situaticn in the Shanghai District.

Nete by the Seor

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to the
Assembly the fourth’ and fifth reports of the regresentatives or
the four Powers having special interests in the Shanghal Settle-
ment. The previous report was communicated in document
A.(Extr.)44.1938.VIT,

TELEGRM FROM mIs 1AJASIY'S JINISTAR IN OPLi.
D. 12,328 p.m. 11lth March, 1932.
. 9.00 a.m. 1lth March, 1932

Joint Situation Report Keo. 4.

No change.

THIRGEAM FLOM HIS MAJESTY'S MINTSTEHF

D. 2.00 p.re.  12th IMarch, 1934,
R, 9,00 a.m. 12th farch, 1%

Joint Situation Haport No. 5.
Generally all oculet,

&.  Japanesc headquarters stuff report attack 9.30 .

yesterday by 30 mounted Chinese on an outpost company ot Lutunz,

After an hour's fighting Chincse were ropulsed with loss. ng
Japanesc casulatles,
3. a1l tighbing portion l4th Division and atbuchug

unites have now been dlszmbarked.

4, Japancse continue dailv air reconnaissances towards

Soochew and Hangchow.

T e o e




DECLASSIFIEDs E.O. 11652, S:c. 3(E) and9ggD) or (E)

Department of Staje letter t 10, 1

B;W , Daté _/2-/875
'}

e
LEAGUT OF

Cormunicated o the Assembly AJfExtr).
to the Council and the Members
of the League.

1

GENZVA., ller22

- AAITTT I T TR

SH Ju,\ N niu il e

Secretary-Gene eral.,

The 3ecretary-Gereral his the henour te cireculute

to the Assembly the frllrwing cemmunicatien cutcd

March lzth, waler. he has reccivzd fren the Unitud

Stetes Minister ot Berne, in reply tc his letter
~f Mareh 1lth.

iry—-General.

(1), .,

I acknrwledge the receipt nf ytur letter furehr

I
Q

inf crmotion nf the Am(wicsn Grvernment the
relutlive tr the Jine-Japonesc disputc whieh
cimeen ry the Assembly of the Lesave of

Moot
A os ofF
{9
[STRFS

ot
[N
5

@ o
=]
ot 5

m oo

.o
=+ (0

[—_—

stiucted by my Grvermment te express to ynu
it gratijication :t thg cetirn tsken ty the Assembtly n1 the Leugue
nf Nitlens, My Govermment is especinlly gretificd thot the ncticns
ni the world srg urited rn ¢ prliey nnt to 1ccegnisc the valid ity
cf roesalts attalined in vi~lolien of the tresties in cuestinon. Thig
is & distinct "Ptriiaticn tn internzticnel low ©nd offcre 2 cen-
structive besis for pesec.

Yeu suggest thet T nete porti : ]7 TJAL 1T nf ths

uti In this the Aerem gkt ~‘v*"' escluticns, mf
e3perially ite cwn les i Maren 4th 22, adcpted in

agreemert with the partics wit: ricy, e ¢ nitive cegzntion

of hestilitics 2nd the withdrew 3 ; Tne 3 Yy Ccvern-—

ment as one 57 the Prowers wnzch heve spesrin 4 ~r5wtg in ttre

Shanghral Scttlement has 2lrcedy suthori L3 resentotive = ot

Sherighal te acsist in cooybzat*on with e 1< ent tives of oiker

Peywers similarly situnted townrd the ceus rf those crjocetiver,

e

1
S
6

HUGH k. WIL3QN.

Mereh 11th,128%,
To the inister of the United States at Zerne.

I bhez to enhloac herewith, for the informavicn of your Government,
tho text of = .>o]uT on relative to the Sinc-Japanese dispute,vwhich
was adorted this afterncon by the Assembly of the Leasue of Naficns.,

In view of the collabversticn whieh h:is crn several coerasions in
the rourse ¢of racent events heen offected Teotween the Government »f
the Urited Stutes and the Gevernrents of other Tower: having special
irternsts in the Shengiai Jettlements yernpnq you will allow me tr
Araw ycur 1rt10ula» Httenticn to TaPt Il of the Acsembly resolus ion,
in whieh tle A)ocrblv aJJreoueﬁ a request to the IOWKTS frembers of
trhe League of Nations which ha sush special interests.

(signed) ERIC DRUMMOND .

) The text ttep in auestion is gppended.
56e dorument by 1032.VII.

e i
4 b gt e €7 A B A | .
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LEAGUL OF NATIONS.

Communicated to the AdExtr.) 42.1932,VIT

Assembly, the Coungil
and the lMembers of
tr.e League.

Geneva, Mareh 12th, 1932.

ATH AL FROM THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT.

Communication from the United States Delegation to the

General Pisarmament Gonference.

Nete by the Seeretary-teneral.

The Secretary-CGeneral has the honour to circulate for fhe
information of the Ascembly the following communication he has just
received from the United States Delegation to the General Tisarma-
ment Conference.

7o _the Secretary-General. March 12, 1932,

4

I take pleasure 1in handing you a copy of a 3tatement which
the Bseretary of 3tate made on the evening of the 11th instant
rezarding the Recolution of the Assembly of the same day.

"The nations of the League at Geneva have united
in a common attitude and purpose towards the rerilous
Aisturbances in the TFar East. The action of the
Assembly expresses the purpose for peace which is foumnd
roth in the Pant of Paris and the Covenant of t he Leagie
of Nations. 1n this exp ession all the nations o the
world can zpeak with the same voice. This action will
go Tfar toward developing into terms of international
law the principles of order and justice which underlie
those treaties and the Government of the United States
haie been glad to eooperate earnestly in this effort.”

(S8ignsd)  Hugh R. WILSON,




DECLASSIFIED: E.O. 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 5(D) op (E)

Department of Stafe letter, A t 10, 1972
By _[ﬂMcﬂinj%a:_Nmf Date /2-/8«75

LEAGUE OF NATIONS,

Cormunicated to the A, {Extr.) 42.1932.VII

Ascembly, the Counsil
and the Members of
tre League.

Geneva, March 12th, 1932,

ATTE AL FROM THE CHINESE GOVERIMENT.

Communication from the United States Delegation to the

Tenersl Disarmament Gonference.

Note hy the Seg¢retary-4eneral.,

The Sescretary-General hae the honour to ecirculate for %he
information of the Ascambly the Tollowing communication he has just
received from the United States Delegation to the General Tisarma-

ment Conference.

To the Secretary-General. March 12, 1932,

I take pleasure in handing you a copy of a statement which
the Secretary of 3tate made on the evening of the 11th instant
rezarding the Recolution of the Assembly of the same day,

"The nations of the League at Geneva have united
in a common attitude and purpose towards the perilous
Aisturbances in the Far Fast. The action of the
Assembly expresses the purpose for peace which is foumnd
hoth in the Paot of Paris ani the Covenant of * he Leagie
of Nztions. In this exp ession all the nations o the
world can speak with the same volce, This action will
go far toward develoring into terms of international
law the principles of order and justice which underlie
those treaties and the Government of the United States
hae been glad to eooperate earnestly in this effort.”

(3ignsd) Hugh R. WIL3ON,
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VERBATIM RECORD

OF THE

Special Session of the Assembly

OF THE

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

CONVENED IN VIRTUE OF ARTICLE 15 OF THE COVENANT
AT THE REQUEST OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING

FRIDAY, MARCH 11TH, 1932, AT 6 P.M.

CONTENTS :

15. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SUBMITTED
BY THE GENERAL COMMISSION.

Pregident : M. HYMANS

15. — ADUPTION OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUBMITTED BY THE GENERAL COM-
MISSION.

The President :

Translation : 1 will read the following draft
resolution,! adopted by the General Commission
of the Assembly and put it to the vote. The vote
will be taken by roll-call.

“I.

“The Assembly,

“Considering that the provisions of the
Covenant are entirely applicable to the present
dispute, more particularly as regards :

“(1) The principle of a serupulous respeet
for treaties :

“(2) The undertaking entered into by
Members of the League of Nations to respect
and preserve as against external aggression
the territorial integrity and existing political
independence of all the Members of the
League ;

“(3) Their obligation to submit any
dispute which may arise between them to
procedures for peaceful settlement ;

“ Adopting the principles laid down by the
acting President of the Council, M. Briand, in
his declaration of December 10th, 1931 ;

! Document A. (Extr.)/C. G.1. (1).

“Recalling the fact that twelve Members of
the Council again invoked those principles in
their appeal to the Japanese Government on
February 16th, 1932, when they declared ‘that
no infringement of the territorial integrity and
no change in the political independence of any
Member of the League brought about in disregard
of Article 10 of the Covenant ought to be recog-
nised as valid and effectual by Members of the
League of Nations’;

“ Considering that the principles governing
international relations and the peaceful settle
ment of disputes between Members of the
League above referred to are in full harmony
with the Pact of Paris, which is one of the corner-
stones of the peace organisation of the world
and under Article 2 of which ‘the High Con-
tracting Parties agree that the settlement or
solution of all disputes or confliets, of whatever
nature and whatever origin they may be, which
may arise among them shall never be sought
except by pacific means ’:

“ Pending the steps which it may ultimately
take for the settlement of the dispute which has
been referred to it : .

“ Proclaims the binding nature of the principles
and provisions referred to above and declares
that it is incumbent upon the Members of the
League of Nations not to recognise any situation,
treaty or agreement which may be brought
about by means contrary to the Covenant of
the League of Nations or to the Pact of Paris.

“1I.

““ The Assembly,

“ Affirming that it is contrary to the spirit
of the Covenant that the settlement of the
Sino-Japanese dispute should be sought under
the stress of military pressure on the part of
either Party :




“ Recalls the resolutions adopted by the
Council on September 30th and on December
10th, 1931, in agreement with the Parties ;

“ Recalls also its own resolution of March 4th,
1932, adopted in agreement with the Parties,
with a view to the definitive cessation of hosti-
lities and the withdrawal of the Japanese forces ;
notes that the Powers Members of the League
of Nations having special interests in the Shang-
hai Settlements are prepared to give every
assistance to this end, and requests those Powers,
if necessary, to co-operate in maintaining order
in the evacuated zone.

* II1.

“ The Assembly,

“ In view of the request formulated on January
29th by the Chinese Government invoking the
application to the dispute of the procedure
provided for in Article 15 of the Covenant of the
League of Nations ;

“In view of the request formulated on
February 12th by the Chinese Government that
the dispute should be referred to the Assembly in
conformity with Article 15, paragraph 9, of the
Covenant and in view of the Council’s decision
of February 19th ;

“ Considering that the whole of the dispute
which forms the subject of the Chinese Govern-
ment’s request is referred to it and that it is
under an obligation to apply the procedure
of conciliation provided for in paragraph 3 of
Article 15 of the Covenant and, if necessary, the
procedure in regard to recommendations provided
for in paragraph 4 of the same article ;

“ Decides to set up a Committee of nineteen
members — namely, the President of the Assembly,
who will act as Chairman of the Committee, the
Members of the Council other than the Parties to
the dispute and six other Members to be elected
by secret ballot.

“This Committee, exercising its functions
on behalf of and under the supervision of the
Assembly, shall be instructed ;

“(1) To report as soon as possible on
the cessation of hostilities and the conclusion
of arrangements which shall render definitive
the said cessation and shall regulate the
withdrawal of the Japanese forces in conform-
ity with the Assembly resolution of March 4th,
1932 :

“(2) To follow the execution of the
resolutions adopted by the Council on Sep-
tember 30th and December 10th, 1931 ;

“{(3) To endeavour to prepare the set-
tlement of the dispute in agreement with
the Parties, in accordance with Article 15,
paragraph 3, of the Covenant, and to submit
a statement to the Assembly ;

“(4) To propose, if necessary, that the
Assembly submit to the Permanent Court of
International Justice a request for an advisory
opinion ;

“(5) To prepare, if need be, the draft of
the report provided for in Article 15, para-
graph 4, of the Covenant ;

“(8) To propose any urgent measure
which may appear necessary ;

._2_

|

“(7) To submit a first progress report
to the Assembly as soon as possible and
at latest on May 1st, 1932.

¢ The Assembly requests the Council to com-
municate to the Committee, together with any
observations it may have to make, any docu-
mentation that it may think fit to transmit
to the Assembly.

“The Assembly shall remain in session and
its President may convene it as soon as he may
deem this necessary. ”

The following States voted in favour of the motion :

Albania Greece Persia
Australia Guatemala Peru
Austria Hungary Poland
Belgium India Portugal
Bulgaria Irish Free State Roumania
Canada Italy Salvador
Chile Latvia Siam
Colombia Lithuania Union of
Cuba Luxemburg South Afriea
Czechoslovakia United States Spain
Denmark of Mexico Sweden
Estonia Netherlands Switzerland
Finland New Zealand Uruguay
France Norway Venezuela
Germany Panama Yugoslavia

British Empire
The following States abstained : China and Japan.

The President :

Translation : As regards the abstention of
China and Japan, we must apply paragraph 5
of Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedurec of the
Assembly, which reads as follows:

“ For the purposes of this rule, representatives
who abstain from voting shall be considered as
not present. ”

I therefore declare the resolution to be unani-
mously adopted.

The draft resolution was adopted.

M. Yen (China). — Mr President, ladies and gentle-
men — It is with no little regret that for lack
of definite instructions from my Government up
to the present moment, I was not in a position
to vote on this resolution which was before us.
But I want to assure you that my abstention from
voting is not to be taken as a sign of opposition
to the resolution. In view of the distance which
separates us here in Geneva from my country,
and in view of the timme which is required to get
in touch with my Government by telegraph,
Y might have asked this morning for a postpone-
ment of this afternoon’s session to a later date.
However, as you, Mr President, said that it was
desirable, both in view of public opinion and the
dignity of the Assembly that we should terminate
the first part of our work after ten days of frank
discussions by the adoption to-day of the resolu-
tion, I was quite willing to forgo this request.t

In conclusion, I have the honour to say tha
as soon as I receive a reply from my Government,
I shall not delay to inform the Assembly of its
contents.

I thank you, sir, and, through you, all the
members of the Assembly, for the extremely just
and sympathetic attitude which you have adopted
in dealing with the tragic events which have:
overtaken my country.

A

D30V -
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The President :

Translation : We will now take the first measure
in execution of the resolution which has just
been unanimously adopted.

The Assembly has decided to set up a Committee
of nineteen Members — namely, the President of
the Assembly, who will act as Chairman of the
Committee, the Members of the Council other than
the Parties to the dispute and six other Members
to be elected by secret ballot.

The ballot will now be taken, but I must first
give you a few explanations regarding procedure.

We should, I think, apply in this case the pro-
visions of the Rule 22 (a) of our Rules of Procedure,
concerning the election of non-permanent Mem-
bers of the Council. The other provisions of the
Rules of Procedure which concern voting refer
to the election of individuals, whereas what we
have to do to-day is to elect six States. I think
then that we should apply the provisions to which
I have just referred. They are as follows :

“ Where several seats are to be filled, the
election shall be made by voting a list of names.
Any ballot-paper containing more names than
there are seats to be filled shall be null and void.

“No Member shall be elected at the first
or at the second ballot unless it has obtained
at least the absolute majority of the votes.
If, after two ballots, there still remain seats to
be filled, a third ballot shall be held upon a list
consisting of the candidates which obtained
most votes at the second ballot, up to a number
double that of the seats still to be filled, and
those Members shall be elected which obtain
the greatest number of votes.

“If two or more Members obtain the same
number of votes and there is not a seat available
for each, a special ballot shall be held between
them ; if they again obtain an equal number of
votes, the President shall decide between them
by drawing lots.”

Those are the provisions of the Rules of Procedure
applicable to the election of non-permanent Mem-
bers of the Council, and it is those provisions,
I think, that we should apply for the election of
States.

As regards the method of calculating the absolute
majority, I would remind you of the Assembly
resolution of September 15th, 1926, concerning
rules dealing with the election of non-permanent
Members of the Council : the number of votes cast
is determined by the total number of voting
papers, blank or spoilt papers not being counted.
That is the general rule for the Assembly and is
obviously the rule we should follow in the present
case. I trust the Assembly will agree with me and

I wish to stress the point that to be valid a
voting paper must bear the names of States and
not of representatives of States, and that no paper
containing more than six names will be valid.

A secret ballot will now be taken by roll-call.
I would ask M. Matos, delegate of Guatemala, and
Mr. Lester, delegate of the Irish Free State, to be
good enough to come to the platform and act as
tellers.

(The votes were taken in turn by secret ballot.)

The President :

Translation : The result of the ballot is as follows :

Number of States voting . . . . . 46
Voting papers valid. . . . . . . . 46
Absolute majority. . . . . . . . . 24
The analysis of the voting is as follows :

Votes
Switzerland. . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Czechoslovakia . . . . . . .. .. 35
Colombia. . . . . . . . ... .. 31
Portugal . . . . . . . . . ... . 26
Hungary. . . . . . .. .. ... 24
Sweden . . . . .. . ... ... 24

The special Committee set up under the Assembly
resolution of to-day’s date consists then of the
President of the Assembly, the twelve Members
of the Council other than the Parties to 