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[n response to a regnest from the Tmperial Japanese Government foran expres-

sion of views ag to the sifuation in China and the measures to be taken under the cir-
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 cums tances, my Grovernmeng has replied in the following general sense:

That if shares the apprehension of the Japanese Government regarding the se-
riousness of the present situation and for that reason the language of the identic
note recently presented to the Commissioners at Shanghar Commended itself to the
American Government in that while emphasizing the necessity of an early understan-
ding to end the present couflict, it still adheres to the attitude of strict neutrality
thusfar adopted by éhe common consent of the Powers

This joint action may be regarded as a first step and the Government of the
United States would therefore be inclined to await the outcomeof the present effort.
reserving for further consideration by the concert of the Powers baving important
\nterests in China what further measures may be conducivae to stable and responsible
(overnment in China

In case the 1mperial German Government hds received similar communigation
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from the Japanese Goverument, this T mbassy would be very pleased to be informed
as to the nature of the reply in order that it may so inform its Gevernment,
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tude of the Government of the Un:te? States with regurd to conditions in (hina |
have the honor £o state that since the besinning of the preseas disturiiances this Go-
vernment hasfrom fime to bime as oueesion arose exeanged views with the othor 1-
terested Powers — particnlarly Prace, Giead Dritain, Lindy, dapan and Russio o8
well as the Imperial German Coverument —  asto what eouwie was exnedient for
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tire protection of the coramon interests, Prom these exchanges it has heen quite clear
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1
1]

that all Powers concerned were at one as 1o the wisdom of malntaining the policy of
concerted action in the cireumstances,

This unanimity of view found concre'e expression in the identic note vregenfad
by the representatives of France, Great Britain, Grermany, Japan, Russia and the
United States simultaneously to the peace commissioners at Shanghai on December
30 as well as in the cooperative measures taken for the protection of their common
interests throughout China,

The advices received by this Govrnment moreover show that the other Govern-
ments concerned have likewise had similar exchanges of view and that official statem-
ents of policy to the same effret have o nearel in the nublic press of various connt les,

1t is therefore evident to this Guvernment that all the Powers have up fo the

|vesent by common consent not only refrained from independent action and from
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intervening in China' s internal affairs but have acted in full accord with their mye
tual assuances that they would respect its integrity and sovareignty. There Lappily
has thus for been no reason for interfernce on the part of the foreign Powersin ag
much as both imperialists and republicans have gnaranteed the life and properiy of
the foreign population and the late:f reports tend to strengthen the belief that it is
improbable that future developments will necessitate such interference. If, however,
conirary to all expectations any further steps should prove necessary this Covernment
13 firm in the conviction that the policy of cone: rted action after fuil consultation by
the Powers should and would be maintained in order to exciude fron: the beginning
all pgssible misunderstandings.

Moreover this Government has felt it to be o corotlary of the nalley of strict ne-
ntrality hitherto pursued by common accord with respect fo loanste China to look
with disfavor mpon loans by its nationals unless assured that such loans would be of

(i & B E R i
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neutral effect as between the contending ‘actionsas it has also felt that the present
wus an occasion where there might be tuvoked with peculiar approprinteness the pil-
neiple of the lending Goveraments, deterring their nationals from waking loans not
approved as to their broad jolicy by thicir van Goveraments in Consuilation with the
other interested Powers,”
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“Berlin, Fehruary 27th, 1912

Upon the establishment of a new and stable government in China, having the
intention and capacity to fulfil international obligations of the country, the Powers
will be called upon 10 accord recognition to the new state in view of the present co=
ndition of the things in China. It is necessary for the Powers at this time to consid
er matters relating to such recognition,

The continuation undet the new order of affairs of the rights, privilegesand i
mmunities which foreigners new enjoy in China, is quite essential, Those rights,
privileges and immunites rest largely upon treaty grants , but to a certain extent
they depend either upon national enactment or vpon established custom or usage. It
seems advisable there for the Powers at the time of recognition to secure from the

new government asa measure of precaution formal confirmation of those righta,
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privileges and immunifies and it would also be well for them to obtein frem the said

government, at the same time, formal esgigement regardingthe foreign indebtedness
of China,

Pending the establishment of a government entitled to recognition, it will be
necessary for the Powers through their representatives and cousuls to deal in current
and local affairs with the ostensible Chiness officials,

Accordingly, the Imperial Governmnent suggest that the principle of joint
action, which has been adhered with marked success during the present crisis, be
extended to the above questions, so that in the matter of recognition of the new gov-
ernment as well as in the matter of their actions, in the meantime, the Powers may
act in concert; and fthey would also auggest that the recognition be aceorded upon
condition that the new government give such guarantees as will fully sateguard the

common rights and iuderests of the Powersin China,



By means of unifo'm action, more satisfa-tory guarantee can be obtainel and
the act of recognition will be gratly facilitated, if the above sugpestions prove acce-
ptable to the Powers, and the Imperial Government recommend that the necessary

suthorities and instricéions in the matter be giveu tothe diplomatic representatives

at Peking,
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