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INTRODUCTION.

Tue general interest which prevails in respect to the
present movement in China, may serve as an apology
for the following publication. It is not the intention
of the writer to make a compilation of statements
which have been already presented to the public, nor
does he pretend to give, in the following pages, a
complete exposition of the affair. His object is merely
to state such facts as have come to his knowledge
froma a trustworthy source, and which may throw a
light on the inner ground and first causes of this re-
ligious and political movement, and exhibit its develop-
ment uniil it resnlted in the Kwang-si Insnrrection.

The writer is well aware of the defects of his publi-
cation in point of style and arrangement; bui for his
excuse he begs to remark, that the information he re-
ceived was limited, and given principally in the form
of answers to his questions. Still he trusts, that the
details may not be considered void of interest ; and he
will deem it a sufficient reward of his labour, if, through
the facts communicated in the following pages, a more
lively and permanent sympathy be awakened on behalf
of the millions of China. :

The civil war still rages, and the final issue, though
anticipated by most persons in favour of the insurgents,
‘must nevertheless be called uncertain, so long as the
contest continues. It would, under such circumstances,
be imprudént to endanger the safety of persons and
places by an unguarded expusure of names in public
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print; such a course might only afford further means
and opportunities for persecution and oppression of
innocent people, numbers of whom have already
suffered the penalty of.death for the offence of a few
distant relatives. Such names, therefore, ag have al-
ready appeared in print of parties connected with this
movement, are here also given in full; but others are
abbreviated, or c¢nly marked with the initials; names of
places are occasionally given by translation intoEnglish,
which may be quite aa acceptable to the English reader
as the Chinese sound, the meaning of which he does not
understand. This precaution will not in the slightest
measure obscure the narrative. In transiating the
Chinese stanzas or pieces of péetry, the writer has en-
deavoured to give the spirit of the original in as good
a form as he was able. The Chinese of most of them
js given for the satisfaction of those who understand
that Janguage. |

It is scarcely necessary to remark, that the descrip-
tion of scenes is Chinese, according to the peculiar
notions of the people. The writer has for his principal
object to represent the whole information received by
him in as faithful and unaltered a form as possible,
very seldom introducing any criticism of his own upon
the subject, thus leaving to every one to form his own
opinion on the matter. The whole as it is, bears an
inward testimony of truth and correctness. There may
be smaller mistakes that are unavoidable, when events,
comprising a long period of time, are related from me-
mory ; there may alsc be some exaggeration in the
description of friends and events in whom the informant
feels enthusiastically interested ; but in the main the
narrative may be relied upon as 2 sincere and true re.
~ presentation of what the infonnant knows and believes.

As a further evidence of its truthfuloess, it may be
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mentioned, that the individual from whom the facts
have been derived, when making his statement to the
writer, knew very little of any information received
from Nanking, so that the whole was drawn merely
from his memory and his actual experienée; The bhooks
“that have been received from the revolutionary party
at Nanking throw indeed a light upon the state and
extent of the insurrection, but leave the first beginning
in the dark. It is the object of the following pages
to fill, in some measure, this biank in the history of the
present inswrrection in China.

THEODORE HAMBERG,
Missionary of the Basle Kvangelical Society.

Hoxexona, April, 1854,



CONTENTS.

Page
b8y 015 LR 4 S P N 1 1
i, GENE4LOGY OF THE Hirr Fasiny.. . ooviiiiii e ica s, 1
2, IHuve's BIRTRPLACE AND UHILDEOUD, oo vneiasiinrs s seics coenonecns an 3
J, Hune's [aTeRary CanEEr, Siexnnss, aNb VISIONS,. . .ocoei s ccceeeee. .. . B
4. B1v-1AVEN'S CRANGE~-RuiDing or THE TRAcs—Barmsx, . .. . ... . . I¢
5. FurRTRER BYUDY OF THE TRACTS—PREACRING-—AND ADVERF JTPB, ........ 2
fi. Siv.ri BN AFD YLN-BAY LEAVE THsIR HoMi asp Visir e Miav-tsze
Tw ous—Sveegss orF THe'z Paricrive (v Kwang-s1,..... .. ... 25

7. S1v-sHUEN RETUANS HomE—XIE anu Hune-Jin VisiT [:mrou--Sa:mw Tnu K
70 KwaiNG-sl-—IncmEisn or rax ConemicanioN—Fonm or Wonsnre,
Borriaw, Ec.—Dxsraverion o lvots—Yux-san’s IMpRIsoONuENT—RE-
TURN TO W hRGEly . i oo raiirmn s i et i brine g rimacncteinns mneneeeoneen, OB
#., Huno's CRARACTER, CONVERSATION, ASD DIBCOUMBES, ..\ rivvieriitien s e . AD
2. Lawr Tovs 70 Kwing-81—9TiTE oF THR CONARESATION-— Y aNG-SIT-TEHIN
PO R TR TR IR QT T v 4d
10, Dhstvnaances Ix Kwino-s1—Was serwzpe 152 Punris anp Haxzas—
Tue GOD-WOBRARIFFRRS INYOLVED 1t THE Pornrtical TROUvsLER—CAUBE,
CoMMENCEMENT, AND SuccEss, oF THE INSURRECTION-—SIU-TSHUEN AND
THE TRIAD SOCIETY,. v v s st et maear e eetars s esorerenes A8
1l. PersEcition 1¥ Kwanc-ToNc-—Ixpatsoxment of Funa-Yun-san’s FaniLe
—DErrar AT ParPr-NILL—~H00G-TINS BRCAPE i vinvtesrs rornivarmasienrenee, 38



THE

VISIONS OF HUNG-SIU-TSHUEN,

ORIGIN OF THE KWANG-SI INSURRECTION.

1. GENEALOGY OF THE HUNG FAMILY.

Tur Hung family trace the pedigree of their ancestors back to
the time of the Sung dynasty, and the reign of the two Emperors
Hwui-tsung and Kin-teung, about the beginning of the twelfth
century. These two Emperors were taken captive by the
northern barbarians, the people of Kin, and cartied away to their
country. At this pericd one Hung-hau was Minister of State,
and actuated by feelings of duty and compassion, with but one
companion to share his dangers, e resolved to visit the Kin
couritry, in order to offer his services to his unfortunate master.,
Exposed to the severe cold in these northern regions, and being
driven out without relief into the uninhabited forests, they soon
found that their provisions and clothing were insufficient to keep
them both alive, upon which Hung’s companion magnanimously
- proposed to sacrifice his own life in order to save Hung, and
gave him his own food and raiment, to enable him to continue
his wandering, while he himself was left to perish in the forest.
Hung was nevertheless soon reduced to extreme distress, and
bad only the roots of wild herbs wherewith to support his life.
The Kin people were astonished to find him after some time
stili alive, and permitted him to return to his native country.
Hung-hau had three sons, Hung-tsun, Huug-mai, and Hung-
kwah. The first of these was appointed Minister of State, as his
father had been; the two others were members of the Han-lin
coliege. Hung-tsun’s son Huug-Phub, also attained to this dis-
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tinction, the highest literary rank in Ching, and at that time there
were more than eighty individuals of the Hung family at the
Imperial court. FromHuang-Phuh to Hung-Nien-kiu-lang were
fifteen generations. The latter lived in the department of Chan-~
chau in the eastern part of Kwang-tung province, but having to
puffer insultand persecution from some of his relatives, he removed
farther north, to Kia-jing-chan, His descendants sfterwards
gradually spread in the province of Kwang-tung, and number at
the present time about twenty thousand individuals. Among
them there always have been found men of literary atiainments
and renown. From the above Hung-Nien-kiu-lang t¢ Hung.
Kung were eleven generations. The latter had four sons, Hung-
Jin-king, Hung-Tin-lun, Hun-Jin-shing, and Hung-Jin-wni. Of
these, Jin-lun and Jin-wui first removed to the district of Hwa-
hien, to the northward of the city of Canton, where they settled
as farmers, and afterwards brought their parente and brothers to
the same place. 'The descendants of Hung-Kung now amount to
about five hundred persons. From one of the above named four
brotbers, Jin-lan, descends Hung-Siu-tshuen in the fourth ge-
neration, and from another brother Jin-wui, his friend Heng-Jin,
also jn the fourth generation, from whom the statements com-
posing this narrative have been obtained, |

In China, where the secarity of a family depends on the in-
fluence and number of its members, all descendants from one
ancestral head consider themselves nearly related, and as belong-
ing to one family, mutualiy bound to protect and assist each
other. All of the same generation are called brothers and sisters,
those of the former generation are called uncles and sunts, and
intermarrying between parties of the same surname or clan is
atrietly forbidden. Thus Hung-Siu-ishuen, the subject of the
following pages, and Hung-Jin, the informant respecting him, are
in China considered as much more nearly related than persons
under similar circumstances in a western country would be.
Hung-Sin-tshuen’s father, Hung-Jang, had three sons and two
daughters by his first wife of the Choo family; by his second
wife of the Li family, who is still alive, he had no issue. Siu-
tshuen was the fourth of the children, and only a sister was
younger than himself. Siu-tshuen by his wife of the Lai family
has three children, the elder girl about fifteen, the younger about
ten, and a son five years of age. Several of Siu-tshuen’s nearest
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ancestors were generally known and renowned for their integrity
of character, and attained a venerable old age. Hung-Jin-lun, his

dfather’s father, was a man of remarkable benevolence,
who extended his care to al! the members of the clan, and died at
ninety-aix years of age. The son of Jin-lun attained an age of
more then ninety years, and Lis grandson, the grandfather of
Sin-tshuen, was above eighty when he died. Siu-tshuen’s father
was a venerable old man with a long beard, honest and straight-
forward, and was appointed by the clan to take charge of the
ancestral fields, the produce of which is the property of the
whole clan, and the spending of the revenue derived from which
is reserved for extrmordinary occurrences, when the interest of
all is concerned. He was also appointed headman or elder of
lLis native village, in which capacity he had not ouly to setile
disputes among the inhabitanta of his own village, but also to
arrange the terms of any agreement with the surrounding villages.
In China, where the distance to the district town, or nearest
mandarin office, is often very great, perhaps twenty or thirty
miles, and where a lawsuit generally results in a mere spending
of Iarge sums of money to the benefit of the mandariny and their
servants, the method of settling any disputes between themselves
by menns of appointed, or generaliy acknowledged, headmen, is
in most instances resorted to, and very often war between the

different villages is resolved upon, carried on for months, and

peace finally conicluded, without any interference on the side of
the mandarins, who &t the psesent time have lost a great part of
their infiluence among the native population.

2. HUNG'S BIRTHPLACE AND CHILDHOOD.

Tax native place of Hung-Siu-tshuen is a small village in the
Hwa-hien district. Its distance from the city of Canton is about
thirty English miles, and the country in this direction forms an
extensive plain; it is covered with paddy fields, and interspersed

with numercus villages. The White<cloud Mountains near
Canton may upon a clear day be seen from thence. Siu-tshuen’s
ancestors having moved hither from Kia-jing-chau, and speaking
the Kia-jing-chau dialect, their descendants, and all other Chinese,
who have moved down to settle i the southern part of the Kwang-
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tung province, are by the aborigines, or Punti people, known
under the name of Hakkas ( Kheh-kia), or settlers. ‘The Chinese
adhere strictly to the customs of their forefathers; they spend
their whole lives in an unceasing toil for proenring a bare support,
and seem by habit almost unable to appreciate those comforts of
life which are deemed indispensable by western nations. 1In
sach a Hakka village, we only find what is useful and necessary,
without any thought of comfors or luxury, A description of the
native village of Siu-tshuen may serve as a pattern for numerous
_others. The front part of the houses faces the south to admit
the light, and to receive the refreshing south-west breeze during
the summer months, and also to avoid the eold nerth wind
during the winter season. Upon entering through the front
door, there is an open space about ten or twelve feet square, on
the sides of which are the eooking and bathing rooms, and right
opposite the door is the large room or hall of the house, which is
quite open in front, to admit the light and air. On both sides
are private apartments of the several branches of the family;, who
possess one common room for assembling in. The houses
consist of only one story; the ground is made hard by a mixiure
of moistened sand and lime. being beaten guite smooth on the
surface; the walls are made of the same materials, but with a
greater proportion of clay. The roof is simply formed by spars
and laths, upon which the tiles are thickly laid, first in rows with
the concave side upwards, and above them a second row with
the concave side downwards, by which means the water is kepé
from penetrating into the house below.

The whele population of Hung’s native village only amounts
to about four hundred people, the most part of whom belong to
the Hung family. There are ounly halfa-dozen houses in the
front, but behind are two other rows of houses with narrow lanes
leading to them, and in the third row on the west side we find
the humble dwelling of Hung's parents. Before the village in
front of the houses is a large pool of muddy water, where all the
ditt and refuse of the village is carried down by the rain, and
which forms a rich supply of water for manuring purposes, though
the smell thereof is offensive to persons unaccustomed to Chi-
nese agricultural economy. Upon the left hand from the villagy,
and on the side of this pool, is situated the schoalhouse, where
every boy may stedy the same Chinese classies as are studied
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everywhere and by every student in the whole country, with the
hope ultimately of rising from his present humble station to the
highest dignities in the Empire. o

In this village, in the year 1313, Hung-Siu-tshnen was born,
and received upon his birth the name, * Brilliant fire ;” afterwards
upen attaining the age of manhood, another name was given him,
marking his relation to the Hung family; and subsequently he
himself adopted Siu-tshuen, ** Elegant and Perfect,” as his literary
name. The two elder brothers of Siu-tshuen assisted their father
in cultivating their paddy-fields, and a few simple vegetabies,
which sapplied their principal nonrishment. The family was in
a humble position, possessing only one or two buffaloes; besides
some pigs, dogs, and pouitry, which are generally included in a
Chinese farming establishment. The young Siu-tshuen soon
developed an extraordipary capacity for stndy, and was sent to
achool when seven yearsof age. In the course of five or gix years,
ke had already committed to memory and studied the Four Books,
the Five Classics, the Koo-wun and the Hau-king; afterwards he
read for himself the History of China, and the more extraordinary
books of Chinese literature, all of which he very easily under-
stood - at the first perusal. He soon gained the favour of his
teachers as well as of his own family relations, who feit proud
of lis talents, and sarely hoped that he would in course of time
attain the degree of a Tsin~tzu,.or even become a member of the
Han-lin college, from which the highest officers are selected by
the Emperor, and thas by his high station reflect alustre upon
his whole family. Several of his teachers would not receive any
pay for instructing him, and though some of the schools he
visited “were at a great distance, and the circumstances of his
family not very good,-yet, in order that he might continue his
studies, they rejoiced to bring him provisions, and several of his re«
latives shared their clothing with him, for the same purpose. His
old father, in talking with his friends, was pariicularly fond of
dwelling upon the subject of the talents of his youngest son. His
face brightened whbenever he heard any one speak in his son’s
praise, and this was inducement enough for him to invite the
speaker to the family hall, to partake of a cup of tea or a bowl of
rice, and quietly continuc this his favourite topic of disconrse.

When Siu-tshuen was about sixtcen years of age, the poverty
of his family did not permit him to continue his studies, but like

?
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the nther youths of the village, who were no students, he assisted
in the field labour, or led the oxen to graze upon the mountains,
a common occupation in China for those who, either by their age
or by their youth, are nnable to perform heavy manual labour.
Still it was regreited 'y all, that Sto-tshuen’s studies shonld thusx
be discontinued ; and in the following year a friend of the same
age a8 bimsclf invited him to become associated with him as a
fellow-student for oue year, hoping to derive benefit from a
companion of so tnuch talent. After the expiration of this
period, his relatives and friends regretted that his talents should
be wasted upon mere manual labour in the fields, and they there-
fore engaged him as teacher in their own village, whereby an
opportunity was given bim quietly to continue his literary
pursuits, and develop his character. The vearly income of a
Chinese schoolmaster depends npon the number of boys who
attend his school. The nscal number is between ten and twenty ;
a smaller number than ten would be insufficient for his support,
and to more than twenty he could not give proper attention, as he
bas to teach every bovy separately, and hear him repeat his lessons
by heart, after he has committed them to memory. Every boy
is bound to supply his teacher with the following articles an-
nuafly :~—Rice 501, for extra provisions 300 cash, lamp-oil 1 catty
{1115), lard 1 catty, salt 1 catty, tea I catty, and, besides, a sum
of from 1§ to 4 dollars, according to the age and ability of the
boy. In the district of Hwa-hien, the school studies are con-
tinued throughout the whole year, with only about one meonth’s
intermission at the New Year. At this time the teacher’s engage-
ment terminates, a new engagement must be made, and a change
of teachers often follows,

8. HUNG'S LITERARY CAREER, SICKNESS,
AND VISIONS.

AT an early period, when he was only about sixteen years of
age, Hung commenced to visit the public examinations at
Canton, with the hope to realize the high expectations entertain~
ed in his family respecting his literary abilities. There are in
China four literary degrees, which can be attained by every one
who at the examination listinguishes himself by seperior talent,
elegance of composition, and fine handwriting. The first or lowest
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degree is. called Sio-tshai, the second Keu-jin, the third
 Tsin-szu, and the fourth or highest Han-lin. In order to
attain to the first of these degrees, every student must pass
three different examinations; namely, first, the examination
of the Distriet, called Hien-kbhau; ther the ezamination
of the Depariment called the Fu-khau; and &nally, the decisive
examination before the Imperial Examiner, called the Thaau-
kbau. At the examination of the district, by the Magistrate of
Hwa-hien, there are collected about 500 students every time,
being all candidates aspiring to gain the first literary degree of
Siu-tshai, Every candidate must state his own name, and the
names of his ancestors during three previous gemerations, and
besides procure the evidence of a graduate in the district, that he
really does belong to its jurisdiction, and is entitled to the right
of attending the examination. When the names have been duly
registered, every candidate receives a roll of white paper, marked
with his number, upon which he has to write his essays. Upon
the first day two passages from the Four Books are selected as
themes for the essays, and onec arbitrary theme for a piece of
poetry. Afterwards all these essays are examined, and arranged
according to their merits. All the names of candidates are ar-
ranged mccordingly in ten circles, every circle containing fifty
names. After an interval of three or four days, the.same
process is- repeated, until the candidates have heen collect-
ed, and have written their essays and pieces of poetry seven
different times—the three first times two essays and one verse,
but the last four times only one essay and one verse every day
Finally, he whose name during the course of the seven trials
stvod highest upon the circie board, is selected as the head of
the District examinations. It is however often the case, that
upon the first and following trinls, essays are thrown out as
too bad in composition and haadwriting, and the names left
out, so that the number decreases after every new trial, and
at the last trial only fifteen to twenty names remain upon the
board. The second examination in the city of the department
is very much like the firat in the district town. At the third
examination, when the pames of the graduates are selected
by the Imperial Examiner, ali the candidatea from all the District -
towas of the Department ussemble together, and this time the
examination lasts .nly one day. A certain number of graduates
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is appointed, according to the population of the several districts,
from eight to twenty-four individuals from every district, making
in the fourteon Disiriets of Canton above two hundred graduates.
‘Those appointed to the degree of Sin-tshai, must upen the fol-
lowing day sland a new trial, to ascertain if their talent be of a
real nature, and that no deception was practised upon the day of
the examination. The Siu-tshais of the different departments
afterwards repair to the provincial eity, and in this province,
seventy-two of them are promoted to the second degree of Keu-
jin. The Keu-jins of the eighteen provinces in their turn,
repair to the capital of the Empire, and about one hundred and

twenty or thirty are promoted to the third degree of Tsin-szu.
~ All the Tsinsszus repair for further promotion to the Tmperial
Palace, when, upon examination in the presence of the Emperor,
forty or fifty of their number are appointed Members of the
Han-lin College. All graduates are obliged regularly to attend
at future examinations, until they are sixty years of age, on pain
of losing tleir degree.

Siu-tshuen’s name was always among the first upon the
board at the District Examibations, yet he never succeed-
ed in atteining the degree of Siu«tebai. In the year 1836,*
when he was twenty-three yeers of age, he again visited
Canton, to be present at the public examination. Just before
the office of the Suoperintendant of Finances, he found a man
dressed eccording to the caostom of the Ming dynssty, in a
coat with wide sleeves, and his hair tied in & knot upen his head.
‘The man was unacquainted with the Chinese vernacular tongue,
and employed a native as interpreter. A number of people kept
gathering round the stranger, who used to tell them the fulil-
ment of their wishes, even without waiting for a question from
their side. Sfu-tshuen approached the man, intending to ask if
he should nttain a literary degree, but the man prevented him
by saying,—*You will attain the highest rank, but do mwot be
grieved, for grief will made you sick. I congratulate your vir-
tuous father.,” On the following day he aguin met with two men
in the Liung-tsang street.4 One of these men kud in his

* L% reay alse Jave bosn spsue time defore thal period.

{ Sin-wham sapposed these iwa russ te have been iha i whom e sw the previens day,
wod who had old Lism the future ; bui in all probabiliy kis memory wes here misialen,
which kawever was vary sxoumble, s sovyx yeurs kad pamed batwesn his Sint gotting the
booka and hin saiylog thelr sontents carafully,
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possession a parcel of books consisting of nine small volumes,
beiiig a complate set of & work entitled “ Keuen shi leang yen,”
) tgﬂ_" & or “Good words for exhorting the age;” the
whole of which lie gave Hung-Sin-tshuen, who, on hie return from
the examination, brought them heme, and after a superficiai
. glance at their conténts, placed them in his book-case, without
at the tinie considering them to be of any particular importance.
The following year, 1837, he again attended the public examina-
tion at the provincial cily of Kwang-tung. In the ccmmence-
ment his name was placed high upon the board, but afterwards
it was again put lower. Deeply grieved and discontented, he
was obliged once more to return home without. his bopes being
realized, and at the same time feeling very ill, he engaged a sedan-
chair with two stout men, who carried him to his native village,
where he arrived on the first day of the third Chinese month
in a very feeble state, and was for some time confined to his bed.
During this period he had a succession of dreams or visions.
IHe first saw a great number of people, bidding him welcome to
their number, and thought this dream was to signify that he
should soon die, and go into the presence of Yen-lo-wang, the
Chinese King of klades. He therefore called his parents and
uvther rejatives to assemble at his bedside, and addressed them in
- e following terms :—'* My days are counted, and my life will
swon be closed. O my parents| how badly bave I returned the
favour of your love to me! I shall never attain a name that may
veflect its lustre upon you.” Afier he hud uttered these words,
during which time his two elder brothers bad supported him in a
sitting posture wpon his bed, he shut his eyes and lost all strength
and command over his bady. All present thought he was going
to die, and bis two brothers placed him quictly down upon the bed.
Stu-tshuen became for some time unconscions of what was going
on around him; his outward senses were inactive, and his body
appeared as dead, lying upon the bed; but his soul was acted
upon by & peculinr energy, so that Le not only experienced things
of a very extraordindry nature, but afterwards also reiained in
memory what bad occurred to him. At first when his eyes were
closed, be saw a dragon, a tiger, and a cock entering his room,
and soon after he observed a great number of men, playing upon
musical instruments, approaching with a beautiful sedan chair,
in which they invited him to be seated, and then carried him
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awuy. Siu-tshuen felc greatly astonished at the honour and dis-
tinction bestowed upon him, and knew not what to think thereof,
‘They sconarrived ata beautiful and luminous place, where on both
pides were assembled a multitude of fine men and women, who
saluted him with expressions of great joy.  As lhe left the sedun,
an old woman took him down to a river and said,—* Thuu dirty
man, why hast thou kept company with yonder people, and de-
filed thyself? I must now wash thee clean.” After the washing
was performed, Siu-tshuen, in company with a great number of old
virtuous and venerable men, among whom he remarked many of
the ancieni sages, entered a large boilding where they opened
Lis body with a knife, took out his heart and other parfs, and put
in their place others new and of a red colour. Instantly when
this was done, the wound eclosed, und he could see no trace of
the incision whick had been made. Upon the walls surrounding
-this place, Siu-tshuen remarked a number of Tablets with in-
scriptions exhorting to virtue, which he one by one examined.
Afierwards they entered another lurge hall the beauty and splen-
dour of which were beyond description. A man, venerable in
years, with golden beard and dressed in a black robe, was sitting
in an imposing attitude upen the highest place. As soon as he
observed Siu-tshuen, he began to shed tears, and said,—* All
humau beings in the whole world are produced and sustained by
me ; they eat my food and wear my clothing, but not a single cne
amnong them hasg u heart to remember and venerate me; what is
however still worse than that, they take of my gifts, and therewith
- worship demons; they purposely rebel against me, and arouse
my anger. Do thou not imitate them.” Thereupon he gave Siu-
tshuen a sworg, commnanding him to exterminate the demons, bug
(o spare Lis brothers and sisters; a seal by which he would over-
come the evil spirits; and alsoa yellow fruit to eat, which Sin-tshuen
found sweet to the taste. When he Lad received the ensigns of
royalty from the hand of the old man, he instantly commenced to
exliory those collected in the ball to return to theh duties toward
tlie venerable oid mnan upon ihe Ligh seat.  Some replied to his
exhortations, saying, ©* We have indeed forgotten our duties toward
the venerabie.” Others said, “* Wly should we venerate him ?
let us ooly be merry, and drink together with our friends.” Siu-
tshiuen then, because of the hardness of their hearts, continued his
admonitious with tears. The old man said to him, *¢ Take cour-
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age and do the work; I will asaist- thee in every difficulty.”
Shortly after this he turned to the assemblage of the old and vir-
‘tuous saying, ¥ Siu tshuen is competent to this charge;” and
thereupon he led Siv-tshiuen out, told him to look down from
above, and said, ** Behold the pecple upon this earth ! hundredfold
is the perverseness of their bearts.”” Siu-tshuen locked and saw
such a degree of depravity and vice, that his eyes could not en-
dure the sight, nor his mouth express their deeds. He then
‘awoke from his trance, but still being under its influence, he felt
the very hairs of his head raise themselves, and suddenly, seized
by a viclent anger; forgetting bis fecble state, put on his clothes,
left his bedroom, went inte the presence of his father, and making
a low bow mid, * The venerable old man above bas command-
ed that afl men shall turn to me, and all treasures shall flow to
me.” - When his father saw him come out, and heard Lim speak
in this manner, he did not know what to think, feeling at the
same time both joy and fear, The sickness and visions of Siu-
tshuen continued about forty days, and in these visions he often
- mes with & man of midd!e age, whom he called his elder brother,
whe instructed him how to act, accompanied him upon his wan-
derings to the uttermost regions in search of evil spirits, and as-
sisted him in slaying and exterminating them. Siu-tshuen also
heard the venerable old men with the black robe reprove Con-
focius for having omitted in his books clearly to expound the
true doctrine. Confucius seemed much ashamed, and confessed
his guilt. Siu-tshuen, during his sickness, often, as his mind was
wandering, used to run about his room, leaping and fighting like
a soldier engaged in battle. His constant cry was, *Tsan jau,
tsan jag, tsan ah, tean ah,”—* Slay the demons! slay the demons!
elay, slay ; there is one and there is another; many many cannot
~ withstand one single blow of my sword.” His father felt very
anxious about the state of his mind, and ascribed their present
misfortune to the fault of the Geomancer in selecting an unlucky
spot of ground for the burial of their forefathers. He invited
therefore magicians, who by their secret art should drive away
evil spirits ; but Siu-tshuen said, *How could these imps dare
to oppose me? I must slay them, I must siay them! Many many
cannot resist me.” As in his imagination he pursued the De-
mons, they seemed to undergo various changes and transforma-
tions—one time flying as birds, and another time appearing as
lions,  In case he was not able to overcome them, he held out
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his seal against them, at the sight of which tl.:y immediately fled
away. He imagined himself pursuing them to the most remote
places under heaven, and every where he made war with and
destroyed them. Whenever he succeeded, he laughed joyfully
and said, ‘* They can't withstand me.” He also constantly used
to sing one passage of an old song,—%“The virtuous swain he
travels over rwers and seas; he saves many friends and he kilis
his cnemies,” During his exhortatwns lie often burst into tears,
saying,—* You have no hearts to venerate the old father, but yon
are on good terms with the impish fiends; indeed, indeed, you
have no hearts, no conscience more.” Siu-tshuen’s two brothers
constantly kept his door shut, and watched him, to prevent hin
from running out of the house. After he had fatigued himself
by fighting; jumping about, singing, and exhorting, he lay down
again upon his bed. Wilen he was asleep, many persons used
to come and look at him, and he was soon known in the whole
district a8 the madman. He ofien said, that he was doly ap-
pointed Emperor of China, and was highly gratified when any
one called him by that name; but if any one called him mad, le
wsed to langh at him and to reply, * You are indeed mad yourself,
and do you call me mad 7 When men of bad character came to
see him, he often rebuked them and called them demons., All the
day long he used to sing, weep, exhort, reprove by turns, and in
full earnest. During lis sickness he compased the following
piece of poetry :— :
My band now holds both in heaver: and carth the power to punish and kill—

To slay the depraved, and spare the upright ; to Telieve the people’s distress,
My eyes survey from the North to the South beyond the rivers aad mountains ;

My voice is heard from the Easl to the West to ibe tracts of the san and the moon.
The Dragon expands his claws, wa if the road in the clouds were too narrow

And when he sscends, why shodld he fear the bent of the milky way 3

Then tempest and thunder aa music attend, and the fonming waves ate exoited,
‘The Bying Dragon the Yik-king describes, dwells surely in Hesven above.
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One moming very early when . Siu-tshuen was about to leave
his bed, he heard the birds of the spring singing in the trees

whicl surreunded the village, and instantly he recited the follow-
ing Ode:— -
The Bivde in their flight all wrn to the light,
1n this resombling me ; :
For I’th now & King, and every, thing
At will &0 do D' frec. | _
As the sex {0 the sight, my bedy shines hright—
Calwmitice are gone ; -
The high Dieagon and the Tiger hand
Are heiping me each.one.
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Sin-ishuen’s relatives asked the advice of several physicians;
who tried to cure his disease by the aid of medicines, but without
success. One day his father noticed a slip of paper put into a.
crack of tlie doorpost, upon which were written the follow-
ing characters in red,— & F H- ¥ FH E & «The noble
principles of the heavenly King, the Sovereign King Tshumen.”
He took the paper and shewed it to the other members of the
family, who however could not understand the meaning of the
seven characters. From this time Siu-tshuen gradually regained
‘'his bealth. Mauy of his friends and relatives now visited him,
desirous 0 bewr frem his own mouth what he had experienced
during bis disease, and Siu-tshuen related to them without re-
serve all that he could remember of his extraordinary risions.
His friends and relatives only replied, that the whole was very
strange indeed, without thinking at the time that there was any
réality in the matter, '
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+. SIU.-TSHUEN'S CHANGE—READING OF THE
TRACTS—BAPTISM. |

With the return of health, Siu-tshuen’s whole person became
gradually changed both in character and appearance. He was
careful in his conduct, friendly and open in his demeanour, his
body increased in height and size, his pace became firm and im-
posing, his views enlarged and liberal. His friend describes him
as being, at a later period, a rather tall man, with oval face and
fair com plexion; high nose, small round ears, his eyes large and
bright, his icok piercing and difficult to endure, his voice clear
and ~onorouns—when laughing, the whole house resounded ; his
bair black, his beard long and sandy, his strength of body extra-
ordinary, his power of understanding rare. Persons of vicious
habits fled from his presence, but the honeat, sought his company.
He now aguin attended the public examination at Canton, and
was also, as before, several years engaged as teacher of a school
about eight miles from bis native place. As a schoolmaster be
was rather severe, and kept his pupils in strict order; he was
however very friendly to those whose character he approved of,
and in confidential conversation he occusionally disclosed the
thoughts of his heart, whercby it was evident, that the impres-
sion which lis former sickness and visions had made upon his
mind had not been effaced.

In the year 1843, he had a school in a village called “ Water-
lily,” about ten miles from his native place, being en a8
teacher by the Li family. In the 5th month, his cousin Li,
whilst looking into his bookcase, happened to take out from
gmong his books the work entitled *“ Good Words {or exhorting
the Age,” and asked Siu-tshuen what these books contained,
Stu-tshuen answered, that he did not know their coatents; that
the booka had been presented to him when he once attended the
examination at Canton. Li asked his permission to take the
books home and read them at his leisure, which Siu-tshuen rea-
dily granted,

Whilst the cousin of Siu-tshuen is looking over the nine little
voluraes of “Good Words for exhorting the Age,” which were
destined to exercise a great influence upon Siu-tshuen’s mind
and actions, it may not be out of the way for us also to have a
‘glance at their contents. The author of the “Keucn she leang
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yen,” or “Good Words exborting the Age,” calls himself ¢ Hioh-
shen,” or “ Student of Virtue.” The name however by which he
is commonly called is Liang Afah, known as ene of Dr Miine’s
Chinese converts. 'Whilat lie was engager’ at Malacca as a type-
cntter, he had deily opportanities to hear Dr Milne expound the
Seriptures, by means of which his heart was gained to the service
of the true God by faith in Jesus Christ. In deseribing his own
conversion, Liang introduces also several eonversations between
himself and Dr Milne, whose explanation of the merits of Christ
and the rite of baptism deserve particuler notice. Liang says,—

*Upon every Sabhthﬁay, when oo work was performed, I used to rend
the Holy Seriptures. If I did not understand a passage, I went to ask Dr
Milne, who was very willing to explain the mesning to me. | therefore
paked Dr Milne about the atonement of Cbrist, and how He could vave men.
Dr Milns said that all the men of the.world had left the, worship of the only
trre God, and fallen into idolatry ; had trausgressed the righteous law of
God, end deserved eternal damnation. Bot (304, the Creator of al! men, not
willing to destroy the whole race, aceording to his great mercy, caused his
boly son Jesus to leave his glorious place in beaven, descend into the world
and become a man, canceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born
of the Virgin, Jews tanght men to know and worship the one. Lord and
Crestor of the universe, and to desist from idolatry, He tanght mer the
value of their never-dying sonls, aud the importance of proparing for a future
jadgment; that he came into the world to suffer xnd die in order to atens
for the sins of men; that every ono who now lelieves in the stonement of
Jesus and is baptined, m.y receive the forgiveness of all ging and be gaved ;
but that every siurer who does not believs, will suffer the eternal punish-
ment of hell"

Liang thereupon asked Dr Milne the meaning of Baptism,
Dr Milne said,—

“The rite of Baptism consists in sprinkling a litfle pure water upon the
head or the body of & persos. The ioner or spiritual meaniog of it is to
wash & person clean from the pollution of his sins, that by the Holy Spirit
his heart may Le changed, und caase him from the time of his haring been
baptized to love the good and hate the evil, o change his former lifs, and
become & new man.” . . ,

Liang, upon retiring to his little room, thought in himself, <]
am a sinner; if I do not rely upon the atoning merits of Jesus,
how can I pray to God freely to forgive my sins?” ., , . Liang
then made up his mind to become a Christian, and applied for
baptisom. Dr Mitne said,—

“If you with all your heart repent of your sins, belicve in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and aet acoordiog to his doctrine; if you have resolved not 1o warship
any idols, but only to adore the great Lord and Creator of the Universe; and
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1o desist trom uli depravity, wirkeaness, deceit, and lying,—then you may he
athnitted to baptism, but not otherwise.”

Liang-Afab then declared himself quite willing to act accord-
ing to the instruetion of Dr Milne, and was baptized by him. He
describes the ceremony of his own baptism in the following way :
—Dr Milue having again asked kim several questions, read
somie verses of the Scriptures, and explained their meaning, He
then kneeled with Liang in prayer, imploring the grace and
merey of God. The prayer being concluded, he took a little pure
water with his hand, and applied it to Liang’s head. This
ceremony was followed by another prayer, and the convert asked
IDr_Miloe what special mark those had who believed in Jesus.
Dr Milne said,—* The special mark of trne believers is—to do
good withs ali their heart.” Liang then returned to his little reom,
and as he sat there alone, musing npon what had taken place, he
felt asecret joy in his heart, because he had received the pardon of
God for all his great sine. He then took the name of ¢ Student
of Virtue,” and continuing in prayer and the reading of the Holy
Scriptures, gradually experienced a change of mind and heart.
He not only desisted from evil practices, but even evil thoughts
after soimne time became lesa frequent. He not only himself
abandoned the worship of idols, but he pitied the supidity of
others who cngaged therein, and desired to exhort them to
throw away the idols, repent of their sins, and worship the only
true God. Two years afterwards, in the year 1819, le re-
turned te Chipa, and having instructed his wife, and finding her
willing to receive the religion of Jesus, he acted according to
circumstancey and baptized her. Subsequently be and his wie
ook their infant son to Dr Morrison, requesting baptizm for him
also. In the comse of a few vears, Dr Morrison, finding Liung
sincese in bis desire to propagate the gospel among his country-
men, ordained him to the office of Evangelist, and gave him the
right hand of fellowship, telling him to make known the religion
of Jesus far and wide. Acecording to a report from Dr Morrison,
dlated September 4th, 1832, Liang- Afah had, during the course of
“that year, printed nine Tracts of about fifty pages each, composed
by himmelf, and interspersed with passages of Sagred Scripture.
They wers revised by Dr Morrisor in manuseript, and afterwards
printed at Malacea. . The general title is «* Keuen-shi-liang-yen,”
or *“ Good Words exhorting the Age."*

¥ The nine volumios hars often bedn bound up ss fowr.
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Thege books contain a good number of whole chapters of the
Bible according to the translation of Dr Morrison, many essays
upon important subjects from single texis, and sundry miscelia-
neous statements founded on Seripture. Subjoined is a Table

of the Contents of the whole work :—
Volume L is entitled * A troe acoouant of the salvation of mankind.”
Section 1, A paraphrastic version of the Ist chapter of Genesis,
» 2, An exposure of the idolatry of China.
w 3, Tho 1si chapter of Isaiah.
n 4 The ith, 6th, and 7th chapters of Matthew,
Volume 1. is entitled “ Follow the troc and reject the false,”
Seuvtion 1, Discourse on Jobn iii, 17.
s 2% »  on Matthew xix, 23. _
» B »  omseeking to familiar spirits and wizerds
~—founded on Tsaiah viii. 19.
» 4 On Regeneration—founded on John iji.\1-21,
Volume 1{l. A collection of various tracts. '
Section 1, On the holy truths contained iu the true Scriptures,
» 2, On redemption by Christ.
» o The 19th Pealm, and Psalm xxxiii. 4-22.
“ 4, leniah xlve. 5-21.
. » % GQonesis chapter i.
’ 8, Oa the Creator of all,
w7, On original righteoniness,
Volume 1V. is entitied « Miscellanvous explanations of the Holy Beriptures.™
Section 1, A discourse on John vi. 27, “ Labour sot for ihe
meat that perishetb,”
» 2, Do. on Rom. ii. 2, “ Wherein thou Judgest auother,
thou condemnest thyself.
» 5, Do, on Eccles, ii. 11, % All is vanicy and vexatiga ol
spirit.”
" 4, The Flood-—founded on Genesin vi. and vii.
Volome V. is entitled * Miscellaneous statements foinded on the Scriptur oy,
Section 1, “ What shall it profit a man to gain the whole warld
and lose his own soul 7" Math. xvi. 26,
w % % We must all appesar before the judgment sent of
Christ.” 2 Cor, v, 10.
r 3 “God =0 loved the warld,” &c.  Jobw iii. 16
n 4 “Hs that confesses and forsakes Lis sin shall Gipd
mercy,” 1.John i. 9. -
n 5, “Receive with maekness the epgralted word,” James
i. 21,
» & “One day is with the Lord az a thousand years.”
£ Peter iii, 8.
» % “Gad dwelletl: not in temples made with haonds,."
' Acts xvii, 24,
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Section 8, Whom the Lord loveth Lie chastenetl.,” Heb. xii
6, 7.

8. “ The kingdom of God is pot in word, bat in power.”
i Cor.wv. 20.

10, * What advantageth it me, if the domd rvier -at P*
Cor. av, 32.

11, ~ Heaven and earth shall pase awazy, bat my word
shall not pass away.” Matth, xxiv, 85.

12, “ Every creature of God is good, if it be received
wilh thanksgiving” 1 Tim, iv, 4.

13, “ Take no thought seying what shall we rat.” Matth.

vi, 31,
» 14, “ Whosoever shall eall upon the Lord shall lee saved.”
Hom. x. 13, _
" “Not as plmmg man, ot God, v]m triath our honrt.”
1 Thesw ii. 8,
w !6, Paraphrase of Bom. xii,
w17, » w ¥

w 18, Destruction of 8odom and Gomorrah.
» 19, Paraphrase of the Sth Chapter of James,

This whole volume i3 a collection of short sermons on the
above texts.

Volume VI i eatitled = A perfeet acquaintance with the tras dostrine.”
Beetion 1, The 58th chapter of lsxiak.

2, The 5th ehapter of the Ephssians.

8, Contains Lisng-Afal's sutobiography—a shert ex.
traet of which has already been presented to ihe
ronder.’

4, Oun suffering reproach for Christ’s sake,

5, Acts xxii,, with a shart preface.

6, 1 Tim. clu.pter: i, mnd ik,

7, Revelations xxi.

Volume VI is euutlad “{)n obtaining happiness whether in poace or in
peril.”

1, A discourse on Acts xiv. 92,

2, " ‘oo Matth. xviji. 6

4, - on Heb. xii. 25.

4

5

"

Scetion

+ 1 Cor. ehapters i. snd ii.
" + w Chepter xiii,
" 6, 1 Juhu ohap. iv.
w 7, On the exemption frem all calamity and possession
of all good, obtained by the virtnous in the wedd
. o e,
» B Onthe misery of those who reject the Gospel,
Yolume VIIT. is entitled “ Excellent sayings from the true Scripturesn”
Sectson 1, Jeremiah xxiii. 19-33. '
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Bectinn 2, A discourse on | Thess. v, 21,

w & » on 2 Peter iii. 10. )
» 4, " on ! Johniv.5and ® This alone oc-
cupies 28 pages.

s & Genesis chapter iv,
w G A discourse on V1 Peter iv. 17,

Volume 1X, is entitied *“Important selectiona from tha ancleat Serip-
turos,”

Section 1, Acts xix,
»n 2, Ephesians vi,
" 8, Thens. v.
" £, Jameg iv. 13—a sermon,
» O, Bermon on 1 Tim. vi, 8.
L] 65 " on 1 Tim, i. IS5
» 7, Commentary on Colomsiany chap. ili,
w8, A refutation of varicus errots.
w8, On the Day of Judgment,

Siu-tshuen’s cousin Li, after having read the booke, returned
them to him, and said that their contents were very extraordinary,
and differed greatly from Chincse books, Siu-tshuen then took
the books and commenced reading them closely and carefully. He
was greatly astonished to find in these books the key to his own
visions, which he bad had during his sickness six years before; he
found their contents to correspond in a remerkable manner with
what he had seen and lieard at that time. He now understood
the venerable old one who sat upon the highest place and whom
all men ought to worship, to e Ged the beavenly Futher ; and the
man of middie age, who hiad instructed him and assisted him in
exterminating the demons, to be Jesvs the Savivur of the world,
The demons were the idols, his brothers and sisters were the
men in the world. Siu-tshuen feit as if awaking from a long
dream. He rejoiced to have found in reality a way to heaven,
and sure hope of everlasting life and Lappiness. Learning from
the book the necessity of being baptized, Siu-tshuen and Li now,
according o the manner described in the books, and us far ae
they understood the rite, administered baptism to themselves.
They prayed to God, and promised not to worship evil spirits,
not to practise evil things, but to keep the heavenly commands;
they then poured water upon their heads, saying, ** Purification
from all forrer sins, putting off the old, and regeneration.”
When this was done, they felt their hearts overflowing with joy,
and Siu-tshuen composed the following Ode npon repentance : —
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When our tranagreasions high as hoaven rise,
How well to trust in Jeaus’ full atonement !

We foflow not the Demons, we obey

The holy precepts, worshipping alone

One Ged, nod thw we cultivate onr hearts,
The heavenly glories open to our view,

And every being cught io seck therenfier.

I much deplore tha miseries of Hell.

O turn ye ta the froita of true repentance |
Lat not your hearin be led by worldly customs.
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They thereupon cast away their idols, and removed the tablet
of Confucius, which is gencrally found in the schools, and wor-
shiped hy the teacher as well as by the pupils.

5. FURTHER STUDY OF THE TRACTS—-—PREACHI_NG_
AND ADVERSITIES.

Ox the tenth day of the sixth month, Siu-tshuen returned from
Water-lily, and first visited a friend named P’hang, in wlosc
village he had several years been engaged as teacher. &i.

tshuen’s heart was full of his new discovery ; he spoke with suci;
a flow of language about his visions, and the books received from
heaven, that his friend P’hang really thought Lie had got a new
aitack of his former sickhess, and ordered a trustworthy man to
seo lim home io safety. During their walk of about eight miles,
Biu-tshuen spoke about the folly and sinfulness of idolatry, and
about the duty of worshipping tle true God, His companiol:
listened for a while, and then said, « Why —all that you say is
only the truth. Mr P’hang told me that your mind was again
deranged, and requesicd me to sec you hame, lest you might upon
your way fall into the water and be drowned.” TUpon his 1eturn
home, Sin-tshuen soon converted to his views v mntimate
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friends, named Fung Yun-san and Hung-Jin. He first baptized
them in a aschool, where Fung Yun-san was teacher; but
afterwards they all three went diwn te a rivalet in the neigh-
bourhood, to have a complete cleansing. . Siu-tshuen therenpon
removed the idols from the school-rooms of his two converts,
and composed the following Ode to awaken the minds of
men i— -

Besides the God of Heaven there is no other God ;
Why do the foolsh men tako falsehood to be truth Y
Since their primeval beart is altogether loat,

How can they new cscape defilement from the duat !
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Hung-Jin wrote a reply according to the Chinese manner,
finishing with the same words,—
The wmighty heavenly Fatlier, He ia the ope true God.
Idols are made of wood, or moulded from the clod.

We trust that Jesus came, to save us who were inst,
That we may scoun escape defilement from the dust
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While at hoeme, Siu-tshuen and his two friends attentively
studied the books, which Siu-tshuen found to correspond ina
striking manner with his former visions; and this remarkabhle
coincidence convinced him fully as to their truzh, and that be was
appointed by God to vestore the world, that is, China, to the
worship of the true God,—

“ THese books,” said he, “are certainly sent purposely by heaven Lo me,
io confirm the truth of my former exsperiences; if 1 had received the books
without baving gone threugh the sickness, I should not huve dared to
believe in tham, and on my own account Lo oppose the customs of the whele
world; if | had merely been sick hat not salse received the baoks, I should
have had uo farther ovidence .~ {5 the truth of my visions, which might
4130 have been considered as merv pioductions ol & diseased imagination.”
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Then he raised his voice, and spoke in a bold manner,—

“| hare reovived the immediate command from God ia his presence; the
will of Heaven rests with me. Although thersby I sbould meet with cala-
mity, dificalties, and auffering, yet 1 am resolved toact. By disobeying the
besvenly command, T would only rouse the anger of God; and are mot
these books the foundatien of all the true doctrives coutained in other

books P’

Under this conviction, Siu-tshuen, when preaching the new
docirine to others, made use of his own visions and the books, as
reciprocally evidéncing the truth of each other. He revered
the books highly, and if any one wished to read them, he urgently
told them not to alter or mark them in any manner, #becauss,”
said he, * it is written therein (Ps. 33-4) Jehovah’s word is cor-
.mli

One day he visited a Siu-tshai of the name of Wun, with whom
he spoke about the books, and the doctrine they contained.
Waun would not believe his statements, and said, * Give me the
books, and 1 will correct them for you, and bring you back from
your errors.” These words greatly offended Siu-tshuen, and
though the Siu-tshai had killed & fowl for his entertainment, he
left the house without partaking of it.

The books contained many portions of the Holy Scriptures
which, thoagh translated certainly in a faithful manner, yet had
so much of foreign idiom, and were so often without RNY intro-
dection and comments, that Siu-tshuen and his friends, left
wholly to themselves, of course made many mistakes as to the
real meaning. They found for instance in these chapters many
pronouns, * [, we, you, he,” and s0 on, introduced. These they
were at a loes how to apply, and when they asked Siu-tshaen
to whom these pronouns referred, he kept silence, but his
friends clearly understood that he often applied the pronoun
“you' or “he"” to himself when the meaning suited his views,
as he considered the whole of these tracts specially written for
him and given bim from heaven. Often when he observed the
word Tshuen 2 (whole, all, complete) he thonght his own
name was roferred to. He liked exceedingly the 18th and
33d Psalms, which he and Hung-Jin used to recite in a
Ioud voice. The third verse he would understand, *¢ Their voice
18 gone out to the whole world (country of Txhuen;”) the ninth
and tenth verses he would read, instead of “altogether righteous,”
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¢ Tahuen is righteous, more to be desired than gold.” The
twelfth verse again he would read, # Who can understand, 50 88

TosAuen, his errors,” and so on.

Reading the description of the flood, the destruction of Sodom,
and the judgment, they were filled with awe, not knowing if
perhaps these dreadful calamities were still to be expected.
Particularly Siu-tshuen commmenced to be very careful in his
conduct, and evinced a great deal of earnestness and sincerity
in his addresses to others. From these tracts he learned,
that virtuous men from the West, by the command of God and
cénstrained by the love of Him, had travelled to the province of
Kwang-tung, not fearing the dangers of a sea-voyage of several
myriads of miles, in order to preach the gospel in G#na; that
they had gone to the expense of several myriads of cash in order
to siudy the Chinese language, and afterwards translate the Holy
Scriptures into Chinese; that their sole object was to save the
Chinese people from the sinful practice of idolatry, that they
might obtain forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. . . .
He further read,— ’

* It is therefore highly desirable that the man (or men) of the great and
glorious Middle Kingdom who seex these booka should not vainly boast of
hia own coustry being the land of true principles of propriety and fine
liternture, bat with & humble mind put aside his own prejudioes, and the

thoaght of from what country they are derived, and consider thet the God
of Heaven crestod s to be men, and every one who is & man cught to know

the saving doctrines of the Holy Scripturea.”
Soon after the above statement, it is said (from 7 Cor. 1.},—

“ Hee to your calling, that among you are not many wise after the flesh,
mot rsany mighty or noble; but that God hath chosen the foolish to con-
found the wise,the weak Lo confound the mighty, the base and despised b the
warld, and which are nothing. to bring to uaught those thai are.”

In the Chinese language, it is often mmpossible to know if a
word is to be taken in the singular or plural aumber; it is
therefore easy to conceive how Siu-tshuen ecuid appiy to himself
perscnally such expressions as really referred to &ll persons or
Christiane.

On the 15th of the sixth month, he returned to his school
in Waterlily, and upon. leaving he directed Hung-Jin te
study the doctrine attentively and preach the same te Siu-tshuen’s
and his own family and relatives. Siu-tshuen's parents and
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brothers with théir wives and children, were soon converted from
idolatry and afterwidrds received baptism. Among their other
relatives, severat sincerely believed ; others were convinced of the
truth, but feared the mockery of the people. Some mid, ““Such
“mad and foolish things ought not to be believed ; others had to
suffer rebuke from their own parents becanse of their faith,
Hung-Jin's elder brother struck the former with a stick, tore bis
coat, and drove him out of the house, for having removed the
tablet of Confucius from his school-room, whereby he had caused
all the boys to leave the school. Hung-Jin merely replied, * Am
I not the teacher 7 How is Confucius able to teach, after being
dead so long? why do you force me to worship him?’ In the
meantime Sju-tsheen and his friend Li at Waterlily continued
their own studies of the books. Being however left to their own
judgment as to the meaning, they were unable to distingnish
between heavenly and earthly, spititual and material matters.
They no doubt supposed the promised possession of the heavenly
kingdom (K B ), referred to China, and that-the inheritance
of God’s chosen race, applied to the Chiness and Hung-Siu-
tbuen. They ordered two swords to be made, seven Chiness
pounds in weight, (about 915 - English), and three Chinese feet
long, one eword for Siu-tshuer, and one for L. Upon the
blade were engraved three characters, yf ﬁu, “ Demon-~
exterminating sword.” They now prayed God to bless them
and give success, whereupon both sang together :—

With the thres-fool sword in our hand,
Do we gquist the sta and the land. -
Surronnded by ocean, all forming one elan,
Dwells 1man in harmouioos union.

We selne all the Demona, and sisat thers wp
In the corde f the sarth, ,
We'gathor the traitors, and et them fhll
- In the hsavenly net.

AN the four parts of the werld

Tha sun, the moon, and the siars
Jnininintlad.m..nrmﬁ.

The tigers roar, the deagon sings

The world bs full of light,

When over all great pease prevails,
0! what » siate of biim.
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8. SIU-TBHUEN AND YUN-8AN LEAVE THEIR HOME
AND VIRIT THE MIAU.TSZF TRIBES —S8U{CESS OF
THEIR PREACHING IN KWANG-SI.

In the year 1844, during the first montl, the elders of Hung's
native villags made & long procession with lanterns, according to
Chinese cumom, at “* the Feast of Lanterns,” whick is an occasion
of great mirth and pomp. They called Siu-tshuen aod Hung.
jin, knowing them to possess poetical talent, and requested them
(o write some seags er odes, praising the merits of the idols
Both of them refused to do so, which rather irritated the old
men, who aew themeslves wrote a stanza in order to reprove the
young men for their obstinacy in not complying with their re-
qiest, thinking their conduct te be the result of evil imtigations
of other yeung men ; their words were,—

We, stupid, sld, sre mselems rovw,

‘Wa thought the young might help na,
Bus Sud to-day, that we and they

Still osmueu their use from his own wifl.
By Esteming t0 mwch »vil {alk
You stick 4o privaie views.
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Siu-tshuen wrote back the following verses in reply :—

Not begsuse of avil mying,

Did we disobey your orders,

Ws bt bonour God’s commandments—
Aet sceording to Lis precepts,

Henven's and perdition’s way

Moast be rigidly distinggished,

We dare not in thoughtlom manner
Huwrry through the present life.
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After exchanging a few more verses, the matter terminated in
a friendly way. The elders were abliged to acknowledge that
Siu-tshuen and Hung-Jin were in the right, but afraid of the
public opision, they dared not to avow their convietion. From
that time, bowever, they never asked the assistanee of the younger
Hungs in their idolatrous practices.

Ag Siu-tshaen and his few followers had renounced idolatry,
and removed the tablet of Confucius from their sebool-rooms,
they were in the present year left without employment. Being
at the same time very poor, they formed the plan to leave their
native place, influenced by the words of Scriptare, “ A prophet
is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own
house.” They resolved to travel to another provines, to viait
the villages and towns as ink and pencil-venders, and to preach
the trae doctrine, while they hoped to support themselives by the
sail profits of their sales. Siu-tshuen knew that Hung-Jin had
been beatem by his eider brother, and had still to suffer mueh
derision for having abandoned idolairy, and wished to take him,
though nine years younger than himself, as a companion opon
the way. The relatives of Hung-Jin wonrld however not allow
his departure, he being then only twenty-two years of age. Siu-
tshuen, Yun-san, and two other friends, then left their native
villages, intending te visit the independent tribes of Mian-tae.
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 They soon came to the district of 5 Clear-fur,” where they con-
verted several members of the Li family to the new doctrine, and
administered beptiun to those who believed. Hung-Jin, who
had been left behind, was afterwards éngaged as teacher in
Clear-far for several years, and baptized during that period fiom
fifty to sixty individuais. Siu-tshuen and his friends continned
their journey, everywhere preaching the new-doctrine, teaching
men to worship the one God Jehoval, who sent Iis Son to atone
for the sins of the world, and in every place they found some
willing to accept their words. In the third month they reached
the borders of the Miau-tsze tribes. The two other friends
having already got tired of journeying and returned to Hwa-
hien, Siu-tshuen and Yun-san continued their wanderings alone
among the wild tracts and desolate mountains of the Miau-tsze.
After four days they were fortunate enough to fall in with a
Chinese schoolmaster, of the surnmme Kiang, who kept a Chinese
school among the independent tribes. He entertained them in
a liberal manner, and believed in the doctrine which they made
known to him. But aa they were totally unacquainted with the
vernacuiar of the Miau-tsze, they only left with him a few written
tracis for distribution among the people. They again left the
houte of Kiang, who gave them a little money to enuble them
to continue their journey, and now purposed o visit some of
Siu-tshuen’s relatives in Kwang-¢i; but peither of them was
acquainted with the way. They found very few villages, only
now and then a tea-shed, where they could get a few sugar-cakes
and tea to mitigate their hunger. Fiually, after twenty days’
fatiguing walk over steep and rugged mountains, they arrived at
* Vulley-home™ where Siu-tshuen’s cousin Wang lived; and now
they returned thanks to God, who had protected them during
their perilous journey from all kinds of dangers.

In the Sth month they arrived at the bouse of Wang, Here
they met with two relatives of the Hung clan, who the year be-
fore had visited Hwa-hien, and been baptized by Siu-taliven.
Wang informed Siu-tsheen that bis son Wang-ngi had been put
in prison, upon & false accusation by a third party, and asked his
advice and sssistance in the matter. But Siu-tshuen and Yun-
sast in the first place tauglit them to worship God and believe ir
Jesus, and spoke with such force of persuasion apd eloquenct .
that thc hearers not only accepted the truth,-but were inclined
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to believe that Siu-tshuen and Yun-san had come down from
heaven, to preach the true doctrine to them. Above one hnndred
individuals received baptism. Siu-tshuen now also tried his in-
fluence on behalf of the son of his cousin, and wrote a petition
to tLe officials. In less than a fortnight, the young man was
released from prison and restored to his family. The conse-
guence of this was, that many more belicved in the truth of the
doetrine taught by Sin-tshaen, and the young Wang-ngi be-
came & zealous follower, Having remained in the house of
Wang until the tenth month, Siu-tshuen at last thought of the
difficnlty for his cousin to support so many guests. He there-
fore ordered Yun-san and two others of the Hung family te
return to Kwang-tung, while he himsalf purposed to remain for
some time longer. The two relatives accordingly returned to
Hwa-hien, but Fung-Yun-san, whose mind was wholly bent zpon
preaching, during the way rtesolved mnot to return, but to remain
in Kwang-si, In the neighbourhood of Tsin-chau he met with
some workmen whom he knew, and accompanied them to
“ ‘Thistle-mount,” where he assisted them in their work to carry
earth, . At the same time he preached ‘to them the truth, and
exhorted them to abstain from idolatry, to worship the only true
God, and believe in Jesus, whereby they would gain the ever-
lasting happiness of heaven. About ten of the workmen tock
his words to their hearts, and informed their employer Tsen
about the arrival of Yun-san, stating that be was an honest man,
of extraordinary talents. Tsen, after speaking with Yun-san, and
asking some questiona relative to his former life and occupation,
engsged him as teacher in Lis school, and was soon after himaelf
baptized by him. Yun-san remained in the neighbourhood of
Thistle-mount several years, and preached with great zeal and
success, so that a large number of persons, whole families of
varions surnames and clans, were baptized. They formed con-
gregations among themselves, gathering together for religious
worship, and became s00n extensively known under the name of

“*The congregration of the worshippe:'-s of God,” ( # _t 'ﬁ"f‘ ﬁ')
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7. SIV-TSHUEN'S LETURN HOME-—HE AND HUNG-JIN
VISIT CANTON — SECOND TOUR T0O KWANG.S1
— INCREASE OF THE CONGREGATION — FORM
- OF WORSHIFP, BAPTISM. &c. — DESTRUCTION OF
1DOLS — YUN-SAN'S IMPRISONMENTI-—-RETURN TO
KEWANG-SI.
Si1u-TseueN in the meantime supposed that Yun-san together
with the two friends of the Hung family bad returned to Kwang-
tung, and after having remmined another month with his consin
Wang, he also returned to Flwa-hien, wlhere he hoped to find
Yun-san.  His disappointment was very great when he learned
thut he had not returned, and he had great difficuity to appease
the minds of his frierd’s mother and wife, who surely expected
to hear from Siu-tshuen some certain news about him, and were
highly displeased that he, who had .aken Yun-san as 2 companion
upon so perilous & journey, had returned without hi.i, and even
without any knowledge of his present circumstance..

The two following years, 1845 and 1846, Siu-tsbuen remained
at home, and was teacher of a sclicol as formerly. During this
time he wrote several essays, discourses, and odes upon religioas
subjects, viz: ¢ An Ode of the Hundred Cerrect Things,” ** An
Essay ouv the Origin of Virtue for the uwakening of the Age.”
“* Farther Exhortations for awakening of the Age,” ““ Alter the
corrupt and turn to the correct;” to ull of which he, however,
afterwards made considerable additions, and most of which are
contained in the “ Imperial deelaration of Thai-phing,” after-
wards printed at Nanking.

Siu-tshuen continved to preach in lis native village and its
neighbourhood, and to baptize those who professed to helieve in
the doctrine of God and Jesus. He often met with Hung-Jin,
who was still a teacher in Clear-far, and who out of weakness had
been induced to follow the advice of some friends and permit the
schoolboys to venerate Confucius, though he did not do it him-
eelf. Siu-tshuen disclosed to him the secret thouglts of hin
heart, and his hatred against the Manchoo people, saying, —

** God has divided the kingdoms of the world, and mpade the Ocean ta Le
& bouodury for them, just as a fathor lvides his estates among his sons ;
~every one of whom onght to reverence the will of his futhar, and quielly
manage his own property. Why should now these Manch.oox forcibly enter
China, and rod their Lrothers of their eatate 2"

b
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At a later period he said,——

» If God will help me to recover our estate, I onght to ieach all natinns
to hold every one its own possessiona, without injuring or robbiog ene an-
other; we will bare mtercaurse in communicating true principles and wisdom
10 each other, and receive each gther with propriety and politeness; we will
serve together one gemmen heavenly Father, and honour together the doc-
trines of one commosn heavenly brother, the Bariour of the world; thia has
been the wish of my heari eince the time when my soul was taken wp to
heaven,'”

Abont thi¢ time he had a dream that a red sun was put into bis
hand ; and when he awoke, be made the following verses :—

Now that five hundred yesrs iiave puased*
The true sun moven in sight ;

And how should these poor glow-worms dar-
o rival it in light

0w its sugpense in heaven's arch
All vapors disappear,

And as it shines, demona and imps
Are hidden ont of fesr.

The North and South, the Esst and West,
Te it their homage pay,

And hosts of the barbarian tribes
Are yielding to its sWaYy,

The stara by 1t great spleador in
Obecurity are hurled ; X

And solely ita pure brilliant rays

Huminate the world.
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In the latter part of the year 1846, a person aof the name Moo,
upon his return from Canton, informed the Huangs in Hwa-hien,
that a foreign Missionary Lo-hau { Roberts} was preaching the
true doetrine in that city. As, however, both Siu-tshuen and

» Mensiae, who Boteislied nﬁuut thres hindred years before the Christieg sra, sy, —"In the
conrse of Are bundred vears m King will arise, & jusn of univarsal hume.” From Chog-hung:
woo, the founder of the Ming dynasty, wntil now, it is just nbout e hundred years.
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Hung-Jin were engaged with teaching in their schouls, 1‘1193’
could not at that time visit Canton, but in the year follawing,
they made up their minds to go there. . In thie meantime Clivo-
thau-liing, the first assistant of the Rev. L. J. Roberts had been
informed by the above-named Moo about Stu-tshuen's former
expeiiences, and wrote 2 letter to the laiter of about the follow-
ing contents:—

* Haviug heard from Moo-li-pan that you, honoured brother, about ten
yoars ago received a book, the conteots of which agree with the doctrina
presched in our chapel here, we the Mismionary and the brethren will re.
joice if you weuld come hither and assist us by preachiog in the chapel.®
Thin is qur sigcere wish,”

Upon recaipt of the shove letter, Siu-tshuer aud Hung-Jis
went to Canton, to study the doctrine with Mr Roberts. They
were recsived in a frienaly maunner, and soon afler met with other
Missionaries, who aiso were glad to see them. Having con-
tinued their studies about a month, Mr Roherts seut two of his
Chinese ussistants, Choo and Teen, with the Hungs to their
lfative place. Here they preached a few days and then returned
to Canton, but Hung-Jin, whe was well aware that two other
assistants of the name Wung, also engaged by Mr Roberts, were
making intrigues to prevent new brethren from Leing employed,
for fear of loaing their own situstions, did not azain go to Cantan,
but remained at home and studied medicine. Siu-tshuen again
went L0 Canten in the eompany of the two assistants of the
foreign Missionary, and continued his studies for some time.
The two assistants, Wang-ai aud Wang-khien, probably fearing
that Siu-tshuen, with his superior talent, wonild also after his
bap:isin be employed by Mr Foberts, and they themselves loge
their position, now planned an intrigue to get rid of him, and
prevent his being baptized, in which they sueceeded. Protend-
ing to be intercsted in his welfure, they advised him to speak to
Mr Roberis before bis baptism, and get the promise from Lim of
& certain sum of moeney per month for his support, whereby lie
would be enabled to continue his studies, and remain in Canton,
after he hgd received baptism. Siu-tshuen being very poor,
considered their advice reasonable, and acted thereupon., Upon
bis arrival at Canton, he had frankly and openly presented to
Mr Roberts #n account of his former life, his visions, his sickness,

* Tl Iuvitation to preach raust de congldercd a5 a mare Chinase exprosalon ol politencay,
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bis preaching, and religivus comnpositions ; e now in the same
open manner asked Mr Roberts to support him afier his baptism
in order 10 enable him to continue hig studies with the other
assistants. We are not aware that Mr Roberts at that time paid
much attention to the writter account or papers presented to him
by Hung, nor does it seem that he placed any confidence in his
statements, or understood his real character; but hearing him, like
so many other Chinese candidates for baptism, enter upon the
subject of future support, Mr Roberts was displeased, and post-
poned his baptism until some future uncertain period.®

Siu-tshuen felt rather disappointed at this result of his request,
gnd discovered, too late, that he had failen into the snare laid for
him by the two Wang. Being unable to support himself in Can-
ton, and not knewing when he might be admitted to baptism, he
resoived to leave and go to Kwang-si without waiting for baptism
from thre hands of the foreign Missionary. Choo-thau-hing ad-
vised him to returr home if he would not remain in Canton, but
finding him decided in his mind, he gave him a hundred casl, and
sent 2 letter to Hnng-Jin in Hwa-kien, informing him and other
relatives of Hung-Siu-tshuen, that the Jatter had left Canton and
gone to Kwang-si in search of his friend Fung-Yun-san.

In the sixil menth of 1847, Siu-tshuen started upon bis second
tourto Kwang-si.. As he had only one bundred cash in Lis pocket,
he could not go by the passage-boat, but went on foot and carried
Iis own baggage. When he came to Moi-tszu-sin he unfortun-
ately fell into the hands of robbers, who deprived him of his bundle

* Homs mary be of aplaion that the above mwatemont respecting the native amliviasiy of
another Missionary, could weli bayy besn omitted. But Iar from throwing sny blswe upan
Mr Roberta, it neems to e that comman justcs tohim as well wa ta Hung-8lu-tahuen requires
mo (o state the proballe cause why the iatler, afier 50 long & preparailon, was refuped Ofhria-
tian bapitam. blr Roberis, in bl report printed in Thae Chincse and Ceneral Wisdenary
Heunar in October, 1852, saya,-—

H Bome Gaed Dt L230, ak tha peae fullrodeg, (e Uhinme Fentemien cxne i oy A s o Cambyw, produssiey o i
10 by aught il Cheation matigi.  Ooe of thew sosn returned hoes, bud the other conbovsd with us b menihs s
mova, during which tirso be seudind the Seripiurss and rescured fuptruction, whili he maisisised 5 binsegha dipertan.
This oo seetns o love hrea Hung-Sow-taven, rhe chied oF the inyurpecidon, amd the porssn where marcetive [s ahors
ghen, wur peclings the gosdeman who aocompouied Rins, Dut wi subasguratly mleruod hows. Whas ey choef Ld W
suppess B ba bave been) Aret cwna (oo, he preseiel & paper orittan by himeslf, giving & minwie woonat of having
receivad the book ¢ Goed Wonds exhoriiog the Age," of which hisv Edend speake ip hiz v TaLiTe, of hin baving ivm kakan
aick, during whth bz imagined thet he sow w vimon, rha demale of which he Fure, pol which ke said poumllrmsd him im
tha balief of what bt rend in the beol.  Tu gleiog she scomunt of biv whilom, Lo rointed pomsc things, which | ssubess | wa
w5 & Jows, 8o aulll i, Fo ki whire B got tan, widhot & mone sdnalee kovwledge of the beripurar, 4 reguested
o b hapdised, hat e JoB Jor Kwsng-ui selors o weara Jlly srtisfed ofhis ftosss . but what Bad become of i 1 hrapwr
ool wotll now, i

En full agreoment with thess wards of Mr Roberss. the informant, whe wkited Canton with
Hung-Biu-tshuen, sxpiaing the causs why Mr Hoberts, afier giy ing auoh 2 good teslimonial
respacting &lu-tshuen's deportioent and knowlsdge of the Srriptures, siiil was not fully satla-
fipd of Lis Htoess for Gapilsm.
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of clothes, and thereby also of the last meauw to couiinue lis
jourcey. As long as he had a few prticles of wearing apparel
teft, he could, after the Chinese manner, pawn or sell them, and
taus be enabled to proceed, but without money and without
clothes he was reduced to extreme distress. He wrote a petition
to the Prefect of Shau-king. This official replied, that Mﬂi-hlur
sin did not belong %o his jurimliction but to thas of Teli-king ; he
however gave Siu-tshuen n small sum of 400 cash, pityisng hie
misfortune. Siu-tshuen was now placed in & very difficult posi-
tion ; he was without friends, and withoat means either to advauce
‘or to return. He had nothing left but bis past experience and
hia future prospects, whicl howerer under present circumstances
appeared very much darkened and irapocsible to realize,

As he was thus stauding on the way, pondering cpon his ewa
sad eanditicn, he was observed by a man, who cheered him up
with the words, ** A broken cord of course is mended with a line,
and when the boat comes to the bank, the wry opens again.”
Siu-tshuen thought in himself, ** Tlhese words are correct, and
correspond with the true doctrine ; and, leaving future difficulties
‘te the care of the future, he took his place ir a passape-boat and
continued his journey to Kwang-si., The Chinese generally
take three meals a day, but Siu-tshuen, afraid to incur a heavy
debt 10 the Capuain, allowed Himself only ene menl every day,

- which cost him about twopence. Among his felluw passengers,
he remarked three men of literary attainments, who sven opened
& vonversation with him saying,—

" Bir, by your neble countensnce it is eany to perosive that you sren
man of talent; but as you, without Leing sick, still abstaiu frum ealing, we
must conclude that you are in distress.”

Siu-tshuen then told 1them how he hind been robbed on his way,
and had almost rio money to continue his journey. They usked
him what was the object of his going to Kwang-si. He told
them, thut he went there in order to preach the doectrine of thie
true God. They also inguired into his circumstances and the
nsture of the doctrine be was teaching, and Siu-tshuen during
the seven days which they spent together in the boat made
known 1o them-as he found opportunity the truths of Christianity.
When they arrived at Kwang-si, these men suid to bim,—

“ Yon aught not to be discourmged ; in travelling you must Le prepared
for everything, even 10 e robbed. We bavo told the Captain not to demand
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auy pasnge-money frow you, and Lere (prosenting him & string with wix
hundred cash (about 2 shillings,}) we have collected 2 swall sum for you, to
eusble you 1o proceed on your journey.”

In this manoer Siu-tshuen finally reaclied the Kwei district
and Valley-liome, where his cousin Wang lived. Among his
first questions was, if they had any. news sbout Fung=Yun-sau,
and he was now informed that Yun-san lad for the past two
years been engaged in teaching at Thistle Mount, and that =
great number of people had been couverted to the worship of
God by Lis instramentality.  Siu-tshuen lost no time in visitng
the new congregation at that place, and rejoiced upon his arrival
not only to see Yun-san again, but to meet with many new
believers, and to preach the truth of God in the midat of them.

The worshippers of God at Thistle-mount in Kwang-si scon
counted above two thousand adherents, and their number daily
increased. Among them we fiud the names Loo-Shing-sze,
Loo-Liuh, Tsen-A-sun, Shih-Tali-kbai, Yaog-Siu-tshin, Siau-
Chau-kwui, and others. The wife of this Sinu, named Yang-
Youn-kiau, stated that in the year ¢ Ting-yew,” 1837, during
a very severe sickness, when she lay as dead upon her bud,
her soul ascended to hexven, and she heard an old man say
to ber, < After ten years a man will come from the east and
‘teaeh thee to worship God, ohey him willingly.” She was emi-
neut among the female God -worshippers, wlho used to say as a
proverb, * Men ought to study Fung-Yun san, and women the
canduct of Yang-Yun-kinu.” From Thistle-mount the new doe-
trine rapidly spread, and was promulgated widely in several
departments and districts in the province of Kwang-si, as for
instance the departments of Siang-chuu, Tsin-chuu, and Yub-
chau, with many of their districts, as Phing-nan, Woo-siuen,
Kwei, Poh-peh, &c., men of great influence and graduates of the
first and second degrees, with great nubers of their clans, joined
the congregation. Among the former may be mentioped Wui-
Ching with a large number of his clan, and Houo, a key-jin, with
many of his adlierents,

All who joined the congregation, threw away their idols, and
worshipped the true God. Itis difficult to give a fuithful acconnt
of their form of worship, when they met together for devotion;
for several alterations were introduced from time to time in con-
sequence of grawing knowledge and experience. Aecommeda-
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tiony to existing Chinese customs muay havz bieen intraduced in
the beginning, whick were afterwards corrected; and it is very
probable that the present form of worship at Nunking is not al-
together like that which was first established among the wer-
shippers of God at Thistle-mount in Kwang-si.

At the commencenent, Siu tshuen had ounly vague notions
coneerning the true manner of religious service. Wlhen he had
taken uway his own idols, he placed the written name of God in
their stead, aud even used incense-sticks and gold paper us a part
of the service. DBut in a few months he found that this was
wrong, and abolished it. His step-mother declared, however,
that it was a great pity that he had taken away the name of God
from the wall, for during that time they had been able to add a
few fields to their estale, which she comnsidered as a special
biessing and sign of divine fuvour. When the congregat.on in
Kwany-si assembled together for religious worship, males and
females had their -seats sepuraied from each other. It wus
custumary to praise God by the singing of a hymn. Ap address
wis delivered either upen the mercy of God, or the merits of
Christs and the people were exkorted to repent of their sins, to
abstain from idolatry, and to serve God with sincerity of heart.
When any professed to belie.e in the doctrine, and expressed
their desire tv be admitted members of the congregation, the rite
of baptism was performned in the fellowing manner, without re-
ference to any longer or shorter term of preparation or previous
instruction. Two burning ]am_ps and three cups of tea were
placed upon a table, probably to suit the seusual upprehension of
the Cliinese. A written confession of sins, containing the names
uf the different candidates for baptism, was repented by them, and
_ afterwards burnt, whereby the presenting of the same to God was
to be expressed. The question was then asked, if they promised,
‘* Not to worship evil spirits, nat to practise evil things, but to
kecp the heavenly commandments.”  After this confession, they
knelt down, and from a large basin of clear water, a cupful was
poured over|the head of every one with the words, * Purification
from sll former sins, putting off the old, and regeneration,”
Bt 3 B FE 55 B £ ZE 1. Upen rising again,
they used to drink of the tes, and generally each one washed his
chest and region of the heart with water to signify the inner.
cleansing of their hearts. "It was also customary to perform pri-
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vate ablutions in the rivers, accompuanied by confession of sins
and prayer for forgivenesa. Those who had been baptized now
received the different forms of prayer to be used morning and
evening, or befere their meals. Most of these forms of prayer
are now printed at Nanking in the Book of Religious Precepts,

( *x ﬁ % }, with some slterations er udditions. Upeon the
velebration of festivals, as for instance &t a marriage, a burial, or
at the New Year, animals were offered in saerifice, and afterwards

consumed by those present. *

‘Wlhen they engaged in prayer, they used to kneel down all in
one direction towards the open side of the house from which the
light entered, and closing their eyes, one spoke the prayer in the
name of the whole assembiy.

At that time there was in Kwang-si province, in the depart-
ment Siang, an idol of great renown named Kan-wang-ye, *“ the
King-kan ;” whose power was universully acknowledged. 'The
God-wormshippers inquired in:o the history of this famous idol, and
received the following information from the people :— |

“ Kan was formerly an inhabitant of the department of Biang. Hae bad
during his life the greatest reliance in the wind aud water act or geomaoncey.
A yeomancer once sclected for him a very auspicious plice of interment,
bu? ut the sama time declared, that by a Licody burisl great prosperity would
result to his family. Herenpon be went heme, killed his own mother, and
buried her aa the first pareom upan the indicated spot; thus to infure a per-
manent felicity to himeelf and to his descendants., He also forced his elder
siater to have intercoarse with & profligate wretch; he was particularly fond
of listening to ebscene wongs, which are very prevalent in Kwang-ui, and
vensist in couplets sung alternately by moales and females, whereby even
among wholly unacquainted persous an iliicit familiarity is frequently intro-
doced. The demon of the idol Kan-wang once possessed o young lad, and
made him rua np to the sedan-chair of the district magistrate, sop its
bearern, and in the name of the idol, demand a Dragon robe from the Man- .
darin, which the laiter dared not to refuse. The temple wardens were
afiraid to sleep in the temple, and morning and evening, when they entered
to fight the lamps and burn incense, they beat the gong or iarge copper-
plate, to prevent Kau-wang's appearing to them. If any oua dared to speak
against the idol, he was sure to be seized with bowel compleint, and thus
forced to mcknowledge the universally admitted power of Kan-wang.”

* 1t it 1o be hoped thei these and olher vites inconwsientt with tho pure Christisn worship
of God, and which Hung-3lu-tehwen istroduced or connived ut, oither from misnndersianding
the truth, or 10 coniply with long esiablished costomsl the Chingse, which be found Qb 2ik-
cult mt onee to Abnlish. mar gradaally be corteptad '
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When Siu-tshuen heard this repert, his anger was aroused,
and he said, ¢ This kind of demons I used 1o exterminate, when
my soul wag wandering in heaven.” He then took Fung.-Yun-
san, Wang-Ngi, and Hang-E with nim;and they started together
to visit the temple of Kan-Wang-ye. In two days they came
to the place, and really found the aspect of the idol dreadful and
imposing. Sicv-tshuen however took a stick, and struck the
wooden image of the idol whilst enumerating the tenfold trans-

gressions and sins of Kan,— _

“ Pirst sin, to kill his mother; second 2in, contempt of God; third sin, to -
frighten the hearts of the sons and daugiters of God ; fourth sin, to covet
the foed of the children of God; fifth ain, to force his sister to have jnter-
course with « profligate wretch ; aixth sin, to like obscene songs betwesn
rozles and females; seventh ain, axogantly to exalt himself; etghth sin, to
extort money from the people; ninth sin, to demand 2 Dragon robe from
the Mandarin; tenth sin, to continue his-mischief as a demon. Because of
these tenfold sins he-daserves to be destroyed,”

Thereupon he dashed the image to pieces, tore its beautiful
garments, and broke the censors and sacrificial vessels, He also
wrote an Imperial declaration in verse,— '

I rebuke the demon Kan-wang by my peneil's quick decyes,

He deserves annjhilation and must no more spaved be.
Mother-slayer, law-transgressor, will thou also God deceive ¢

As thou didet with many people, make them in thy powar believe,

Curs’d to hell and siruck by lightning, burn and vanish inte mmoke,
With thy horrid siinking body, dosst thou want & Dragon cloak 7
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As soon as this deed was known in the neighbourhood, the
people of the diatrict offered a reward of one hundred doilars for
the apprehension of the perpetrators. The demon, however,
again possessed a young boy, and said, ¢ These men gre sincere,
you are not able to hort them, yon must only repair my image
again, and then it will be all right.”  Afier this the people with.

5
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drew their proclamation. This event served to advance the
reputation of Siu-tahuen, and the number of his followers rapidl y
incremsed. Soon after he was informed about another temple of
grest celebrity, called ““ The temple of six caverns.” '[his
temple derived ita origin from a male and a female, who had met
together, and by the one commencing te sing's licentious couplet,
to which the other responded, had indulged in illicit intercourse
for several dnys, after which they were found dead. 'The people
suid that these two had found the trae principles, and erected a
temple in their memory, where divine honours were paid to
their images. Siu-tshuen, finding that the moral feeling of the
Kwang-si population was far below that of the brutes, wrote u
verse, reproving their utter contempt of all morality, saying that
these two demors ought te be exterminated; that the whole
population had turned brutes, and upon ull mountains were heard
. profligate songs, responded to by malea and females; that they
professed to have found the true principles, when in fact they
had destroyed them. Licentious females were called mistresses
of the house. God would not suffer such conduct, but bring upen
them sudden judgment from on high, Because of these verses
the people were irritated against Siu-tshuen, and wished that the
idols might display their power in killing bim, but after some
time the white ants came into the temple of six caverns and des-
troyed the building as well as the wooden images,

The brethren of the new congregation in Kwang-si afterwards
demolished a great number of images, whereby the population
was incensed againet them. A very rich graduate Wang, lodged
an accusation at the office of the Magistrate of the Ping-pan-hien
against them, to the effect, that they, under the pretext of wor-
shipping God, destroyed the termples and altars, but in fact they
were rebeis. The Districc Magistrate then seized Fung Yun-
san and Lu-lich, to be examined in the presence of Wang, and
because the latter had offered bribes to the mandarin. the two
former were commiited to jail. Hung-Siu-tshuen_now thought
with bimself, * If we, because of the true doctrine, suffer such
persecution, what may be the design of Ged in this?” At that
time he expressed his feelings in the following Ode upon
Hope :—

When shall I meet agnin with faithiul brethren,
And preach the word alung the Ocvesn’s styand?
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When flod again true sympathy and virtue,

And joyful iones mingle without restynint ! _
Alas | for poble oournge and for honest hearts,
With whom [ would resiore ic pesce the Universy 1
Alas } from all the quarters of the earth
Whiat men shall siand by me?

The Deagon tlonda and Tiger winds assemable ;
Whaen shall the hour of congregation come

The heavenly law is noi to_blame, :
Has God ne more compassion |

Oh for one mind from first to last |
What day shall we triumphantly ascend

Upon consideration of the present difficulties, Siu-tshuen re-
membered, that the Governor of the Two Kwang f'rdvincﬂ,
Kiying, had gained permission froir the Emperor for Chinese as
weli as foreigners to profess. Christianity, and after further eon-
sultatian with the brethren at Thistle Mount, he took his depar-
ture to Kwang-tung with the intention to present ‘a petition to
the governer on behalf of his friends, who suffered imprisonment
because of their religions persuasion. Upon his arrival at Can- -
ton, he learned from Choo-thau-hing, that the Governor Kiy.ing.
only ten days before, had left for the capital Peking. ,

In the meantime, the brethren in Kwang-si willingly collect- -
ed some hundred strings of cash for the liberation of their friends,
and delivered a written apology for their doctrine, together with
the Ten Commandments, for the inspection of the mandarin.
This official was now persuaded that the worshippers of God were
no eriminals, and vvished to release the prisoners, but the gradnate
Wang made 2 Bew accnsation before the Prefeet of the Depart-
ment. The Prefect however refused to take up the matter, and
referred the cause to the District Magistrate again. The latter
had during the interval reccived three petitions in poetry from
Fung-Yun-san; the first stating the malignancy of his accuser
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Wang, the wecend expleining his own innocence, snd the third
proving the duty of all to worship Gad, Loo-liuh bad already
died from the effects of the confinement in jail, and the Magis-
trate now sent two policemen to convey Fung-Yun-san to his
native place in Kwang-tung, there to be placed at liberty upon
proper security. Duriog the way, F ung—Yun-ﬂu in his usual
manner spoke with great eloquence and in persuasive lznguage
about the true doctrine, and they bad not walked many miles
before the two policemen were won as converta. They oot only
agreed instantly to set Lim at Liberty, but declared themselves
willing t0 abandon their own station, and foilow Fung to the
congregation at Thistie Mount, where be soon after introduced
them a» candidates for baptism, The brethren rejoiced to see
him again, sacrificed horses and oxen, and gave thanks to God
for his liberation.

When Yun-san heard that Siu-tshuen had gone to Kwang.

tung on his behalf, he also repaired thither, but on his arrival Le
found that Siu-tshuen had already left on his return to Kwang-si.
When Siu-ishuen came to Thistie Mount, be was lnformed that
Yun-san had been released from prison and gene to Kwang-tung,
wherefore be again went back to Hwa-hien. Here ja the teuth
movth of the year 1848, Siu-tshuen and Yun-san met with esch
other. Previous to the arrival of Siu-tshuen, his old father
Hung-yang had departed this life, aged seventy-three. He had
for a louy time abstsined from idolatry, and received baptism.
Upon his Jeath-bed he admonished his children saying, “I am
now ascending to heaven; after my decease you musi not call any
Budhist priests, or perform any heathen ceremoaies, but merely
worship God, and pray to him.” Sin-tshuen was now thirty-
five years of age. [le had for some time let his hair and beard
grov long, When people mked him the reason why he had
done so, he replied, that he knew beforehand the death of kis
father. It is a Chinese custom not toshave during the period of
mouraing for one’s parents and nearer relaiives.

8, HUNG'S CHARACTER, CONVERBATION, AND
DISCOURSES.

Faox his youth, Hung-Siu-tshuen was generally liked by all,
because of his open and straiglitforward character., He was gay
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and fiiendly, but not dissolute. Being superior in talent to most
of his fellow-students, he often used to make sport of them, and
caused them to feel his'sharp wit; but still his friends were fond
of listening to his remarks, as they generally contained true and
noble ideas, and acknowledged his superior intellect. After his
sickness in the year 1837, his whole person became changed, his
manners noble and dignified. He sat erect upon the chair, his
hands placed upon bis knees, and both his feet resting a littie
apart, but never crossed upon the ground, without leaning back-
wards or to either side; and though sitting for hours, he never
appeared fatigned. He did not look aslunt or backwards; his
pace in walking was dignified, neither quick nor slow; he now
spoke less and laughed seldom. Many who observed him, ridi-
culed his manners, finding his deportment strange and curious.
After he had begun to worship God, he was very etrict in regard
to his own eonduet. In his words he was often severe, and
easily offended others. He liked to sit down and talk with
honest and sincere men, thongh they were ever so poor and of
low estate, but he could not bear with the profligate, even if they
were ever so rich and high in station. In his native village,
twe men who were discovered to have committed adultery, so
much dreaded the severe censvre of Siu-tshuen, that they
abaented themselves for several years. A man of bad character,
named Moo, Liad been appointed inspector af the ground by ten
different villuges. 'I'his man gradually commenced to flatter the
rich, oppress the poor, and beat the villagers. Upon Sju-tshuen’s
return from Kwang-si, several aecusations were made aguinst
this man, to which all gave unanimous evidence, desiring to have
bim punished for his miscondnet. ‘The next day Sia-tshuen
ordered the gong to be struck, and assembled from eighty to
ninety fumilies. Moo also appeared, made a humble confession
of his guilt, and asked forgiveness, which the assembled villagers
were willing to grant, believing his repentance to be sincers.
But Siu-wbuen said, * Yesterday I yielded to the wishes of men,
but to-day I follow the rule of heaven.” Hereupon he deposed
Moo from hin office, and appointed Kiang-a-8i to be inspector of
the ground. Moo dured not to oppose this decinion, or think of
revenging himself, but he even sent tire usual presents of honour
and respect to Hung. Among bis own clansmen, - Siu-tshuen
ingroduced the use of ‘nine wooden rods for chastizing evil
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doers, and upon each rod the five puuishﬁble offences were

written, —
I, Beat the aduiterers,
2, Beat the fouale seducers.
8, Beat the disobedient to parents.
4, Best thieves, roblers, and gamblers,
5. Beat all vagabonds plotting evil.

These rods were given to the headmen of the families, but
afterwards when Siu-tshuen bad left for Kwang-si, an uncle of his
collected the rods and threw them into the river, saying, «“ Why
should we be subject to his rile?” During his stay at Hwa-
hien, he was generally respected and feared by all males as well
as females, wlo however felt often rather uneasy at his severe
admoniiions, : -

‘When he met with relatives or neighbours, he often exposed
and blamed their sinful conduct, sand exhorted them to believe in
the true doctrine. Though he did not separate himeelf from his
former friends and relatives, yet they could not feel so intimate
with him as before. Often when he came home from a visit to
such friends, who weuld net yield to his exhortations and believe
in bis doctrines, he used to say,—

“ Those who belisve not in the true doctrine of God and Jesus, though
they be old acquaintances, ure still no frieuds of mine, but they are demons.
On the other hand, all wha believe in the doctrine of God aud Jesur, ave true
Lrethren of Heaver and true friends. If they do not believe my words,
every one must go his own way; {oangot bring them into heaven, and they
sball not draw me to hell. If my own parents, my wife and ohildren, do
not believe, I capnot feel united with them, how much lemn with other
friends | Qualy the beavealy frieudabip is true, sit other is false. A short
happiness is not a real one; only eternal happiness can be called real. What
others gain, they canoot impart to me; and what [ gain, T cannot share
with thewi. 1 anly desire that very many may enter into heaven, and grieve
that they should go to hell. Therefore [ vannot withhold preaching to
them the trae docirine.” : :

In his discourses, Siu-ishuen shewed from the classical books
what was true and wrong in the Chinese philosophy, and ex-
horted every one to receive the true. [de endeavoured to rouse
people from their lethargy and religious indifference, by holding
forth to them the sure “ope of everlasting huppiness. He had
favourite stanzas or expressions, which he often repeated in order
to impress them upon the memory of the hearers; for instance,— -
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% Believe, in God, and in the end be blessed.
Truat nat in God, snd be at lant distressed.”

FHE KT LS
WMH K LEER

“ Brethiren be of geod cheer, God haa the ruale of all,
With faithful hearts and deeds io proof you rise to heaven’s hall."

VR £ H o LR R VMW
ERXLETFHERZOR

* Keep the holy commandments, worship the truz God, and then at the

bour of departing, heaven will be easily aseended,”

“ Cleave to wordly custome, believe in deviis,
And ultimately hell cannot L. avoided.”

— oy - s
L AE X FH BEERDR Y
LR ERE DESESBEHRE
“ Those who believe in God, are the scns aud daughters of God ; where-
soever they come, they come from hearen, wheresoever they go, they go to
heaven.”
“ Those who worship demons, are the slaver of the demons; at the time of

their birth by the devil led astray, at the time of their death by him carried
I.'ll’ﬁ:.i‘,."
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Siu-tshuen often used to praise the doctrines of Christianity,
but, added he,—

“ Too moch patience and hnmility do not auit our present times, for
therewith it would be impnasible to manage this perverted generation,

If any one disputed with him, he often became excited, and
said, —

“This man has lost his conacience, he forgets the groat mercies of God,
tranagresses the holy commandments, and despises the merits of Christ. [
really exert myaelf to teach and instruct youn carefully, and you treat ihe
matier frivolously. You are indeed of mean descent, you are really seduced
by the d.vil; this iy iu fact to have buppiness, but not be willing to enjoy
the seme,"”

He also said,—

“ The wcholars of these days do not distinguish between the trnz and the
false, betwcen the correct and the corrupt, Fortune-telling, physioznomy,

)

1
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geomancy, and other secret arts, are considered aw true, though they ase
indeed oniy so many different raeans of supporr 1o those who practise thev.
The more intelligent scholars dare not conless the truth, although theyx
know it, the less informed are unalle to discern ihe mame. Themgelven
blind avd perveried, they teach a corrupt doctrine; the whele world lias
entangled in the net of the devil, They cannot rid themselves from vain
deaire after riches and honours. They aseek a short happiness, as if it were
sverlusting. They strive for the things of the world and forset the heavenly
objects. But in seeking mfter happinesa, they take the devil into their
house, They think of heaven,and go down to hell. They wish for pexce, but
tliey got no peace. They desire bliss but atizin ps blise. Such is this self-
wa flicient, self-conceited, and baughty generstion, which only covets Fiches
and hooours. They think that the idols assist them in attaining such
huppiness, or that heaven iv favouring them; and thay do not know that
heaven often bestows riches and prowperity even npon the wicked, but that
the holy ones are perfectsd by much sorrow and tritalation.”

“ Heavenly Father, high and supreme, the God of sil mations,
Who sestaine the whol: haman mes with infinite bounty :
I'n wix days thew createdst the world with mountaics and waters
Bpendent thy gifts upon men to enjoy in brotherly unior. '
Eather thou art near related to us ; theu expeliest the demonn,
Gavest thy holy commands to instroct se ignorant people,
Aftor thou Jesus hadst sent to give his life: as 2 raneam,
Then didat commmand Siu-iabwen te proeluim the truth of this dostrine.”
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5. LAST TOUR TO KWANG-8[ — STATE OF TIIE CUN.
GREGATION —YANG-SIU-TSHIN AND SIAU-CHA-
KWTi;.

Tur native village of Fung Yun-san is only a mile and a-half

northward from thet of Hung. Siu-tshuen. Asthe country there

is hilly, and affords pasture to the cattle, the villagers of :many
surrounding hamlcts use to lead their catile thither. Sin-tshuen
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while at home, often assisted his elder brothers by leading their

buffalces to the mountains. Here he met with Fung Yunsan

and others of his intimate friends, when they made an appoint.-
ment, upon what hiil they would assemble the following day.
Siu-tshuen Lere used to converse with his followers and friends
about the rongregation at Kwang-si. He also ocoasionally read
some portion of the Old or New T'estament, which be had re-
ceived during his stay at Canton. He cxhorted to faith in the
true religion, and many of the young boys, who led their oxen
to the common pasture, gathered around him and Yun-san, and
listened with interest to their instruction.

Sin-tshuen zrd Yun-san remained at home until the f7th
month of the year 1849, when their friends a: Clearfar made a
coliection of money, to enable them to muke another tour tu
Kwang-si. They then started en their last tour to Kwang-si,
and left their native district, little thinking that they were going
to leave it for several years, y2a perhiaps for ever.  In the tenth
month of the same yeas, on the ninth day, at the rising of the
sun, the first son of Hung-Siu-tshuen was born.  Just at the same
time, thoumnds of birds, ss large as ravens and as small as mag-
pies, made their appearsnce. They continued long hovering
shout in (ke air.and finaliy settled in the srces behind the dweliing
of Siu-tshuen. Thcee birds remained in the neighbourkood of
the village about nne month, to the astonishinent of the people,
whomid that the crowd of birds esme tr dohomage tothe new born
King. When Hung.jin knew that the wife of Siu-tshuen had
been delivered of a male child, he despatcbed a messenger with
® Jetter to Kwang.si, informing Siu whuen of this happy event.

Siu-thaen and Yun-san upon their srrival at ‘Thistle Moennt
were received with exultation by the brethrea. They now
learned, that, duaring their absence in Kwang tung, some rvery
remarkable occurrences had taken place in the congregation of
the God-worshippers, wisieh had brought disorder and dissension
among the brethren. It sometimes happered that while they
were kneeling down engeged ic praver, the one or the other of
those present wes seised by & sudden fit, so that he feil down to
the ground, and his whole body was corered with perapiration.
In such a state of ecitasy, moved by the spirit, be uttered words
of extortation, reproof, prophecy, &ic. Ofen the words were nn.
intelligible; znd generally delivered in rhythm. The brethren

7
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had 1:oted down in a book the more remarkable of these sayings,
and delivered them to the inspection of Hung Siu-tshuen., The
latter now judged the spirits according to the truth of the doctrine,
and declared that the words of those moved were partly true and
partly false. 'Thus confirming the already expressed opinion of
Yang-Sia-tshin, that they were ¢ parily from God and partly
from the devil.”

The most remarkable of those whom Hung.Siu-tshuen ae-
knowledged as true, where the words of Yang-Siu-tahin, and
Siau Chan-kwui. Vang wans originally a very poor man, but he
joined the congregation with much earnestness and sincerity.
Whilst there, he suddenly for a period of two montha lost his
power of wpeech to the astonishment of the bretiiren, who consi-
dered this to-be an evil omen ; but afterwards he again recovered
the use of his tongue, and more frequently than any other wae
subject to fits of eestasy, when he spoke in the name off God the

Father, and in & solemn and awe.inspiring manner reproved the
sins of the others, often pointing om individuals, and exposing
thair evil actions, He also exhiorted to virtue, and foretold fature
events, or commanded what they ought to do. Ilis words ge-
nerally made a deep impression upon the assembly, Siav-chau.
kwui spoke in the name of Jesus, and his words were milder
than those of Yang. Oune of the Wang clan bad spoken against
the doctrine of Jesus, and ied many astray, but he was excluded
from the congregation, and his words declared false, being spoken
under the influence of a corrupt spirit.

It appears also, that many sick peroons had ‘been cured in a
wonderful manner by prayer to God, and Yang was said to poa-
sess the gift to cure sicknesses by intercession for the sick. From
the description it would almost seem as if Yang had wiilingly
submitted and prayed to have the sickness of the other conferred
upon himself, and that he for a short while had borne his suffer.
ings, whereby he redeemed the disease of the other, and was
afterwards himself released from the consequences of hiz ewn
intercession.® Upon ihe decease of Yang-Kin-siu, it is reported
that they beard a heavenly music from above, and that the cur-

* Yang-8lu-tebio iv aleo known tunder tha name of Ho-nas tencher, which s darived froem

dividing the ehiraoter of his xame Biu ﬁ into two i 75 Ho-18e, aud does noi seym
S¢ have any particuiar menniag,
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tains of bis bed kept moving for two hours after his spirit had
departed, though there was no current of air entering the room.
Stu-tshuen introduoeed a strict order amorng his followers, and
though Fung-Yan-san was originally the founder of this congre-
gation, yet every one acknowledged the superiority of Hung,
and no one was s0 able as he to exercise authority, and carry
into effect a rigid discipline among so many different sorts of
people. He interdicted the use of opium, and also it is said of
common tobacco and ardent spirits. Respecting the opium, he
made a stanza, saying,—

The Opium pipe i+ like s gou, wherewith you wound yourseif.
How many heroes are stretched dying apon their pillows !
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An to wine prepared from rice, ke said, that converting rice
into intoxicating drink, was to rob the people of their wholesome
and necessary food, and afterwards give it to them in a form not
only uselems, but injurious, Siu-tshuen, who formerly was able
to stand & good quavtity of rice wine, afterwards for a long
time limited his own use to three small cups, out of considera-
tion for the company. He still used this restriction while at
home, but it is probable that he wholiy desisted from its ase,
when he afterwards came to Kwang-si, if the report be true, that
he demanded total abstinence from his followers.

1t does not appear that Siu-tshuen knew the full import of the
Sabbath, though he coosidered it as a day of special devotion
and thanksgiving to God, who in six days had created the world,
and upon that day rested from his work, There is no mention
made of the Lord's Supper having been celebrated in the con-

gation of God.worshippers in Kwang-si.

In the fifth month of the following yenr (1850), Siu-tshuen
sent Kiang-Liung-chong with two other brethren, one of the
Wang and one of the -Heu clan, with letters to Hwa-hien, and
called his whole family to join him in Kwang-sii The reason
for this was, as he stated, that God had given him the following
revelation :— | |

“In the 30th year of Tau-kwang (1850), will I send down calamition ;

those of you who remain steadfast in faith, whall be snved, but the unbelievers
shall be visited by pestilence. After the eighth month, fields will be left
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uncuitivated. and hewsss withost inhabitants ; therefors call theu thy own
family and ralatives hither.”

At this time, Siu-tshuen’s mother, wife and children, brothers
and their famiites, all bis noarest relatives with their children,
weni to Kwang-si and joined him there. Afier the death of the
Emperor Taukwang in 1850, sevoral districts in Kwang-si were
really visited by a pestilential disease, wheraby Siu-tshuen’s ad-
herents greatly increased in number, as many thought that they
evaded contagion merely by joining the congregation of the
God-worshippers.

10. DISTURBANCES IN EKWANG.BI — WAR BETWEEN
THE PUNTIS AND HAKKAB8-— THE GOD-WORSHIP.
PERS INVOLYED IN THE POLITICAL TROUBLES—
CAUSE, COMMENCEMENT, AND 80UCCESS, OF THE
INSURRECTION — SIU-TS8HUEN AND THE TRIAD
SOCIETY.

THE inaccessible mountains of the Kwang-si province have long
served as a place of resort for outlaws and banditti, whko from
these hiding-places went forth te plunder the umsuspecting tra-
vellers, and comniit depradations on the neighbouring -vilinges.
The number of these cutlaws has during the vourse of the last
few yearr been increasing. They formed regular bands of rob-
bers, and their boldness went so for, that they commenced gpenly
to attack hamlets, larger villages, and mwmrket towns. The
soldiers sent by the government officials to seize and disperse the
banditti, had often hard work to perform. Yet in most instanoes
they were sucoessful, though the bands of robbers dispersed in
one place pathered again in another. The most of these robbers
were men frem Kwang-tung and bordering provinces, who are
by the aborigines of Kwang-si called Khih-kias, (strangem or
scttlers,) because they had immigrated and settled in Kwang -si
among the Punti or original inhabitants. The Khih-kin or
Hakka viliagea are very numerous in Kwang-si, though in ge-
neral not so large and opuien: as those of the Punti. A feeling
of enmity had long -existed hetween the twe classes, and every
new incident only served to .wupgment the hatred. At that time
a very rich Hakka of the surname Wun had taken » girl as his
concubine, who had been promised in marriagre to a Ponti man,
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and having agreed to settle the matter with her purents by pay-
ing a large sum of money, he peremptorily refused to give her
up to the Punti elaimant. At the office of the District Magis-
trate, numerous petitions snd accusations were daily lodged
against the Hakka popalation, so that the Mandarins were unable
to wettie all their disputes. 1I: seems even probable that the
Mardarins would evade the trouble, and if the report be true,
they gave the advice to the Punti population to enferce their
ewn right sagainst the Hakkss. However this be, the result was,
thet soon after, a civil war commenced between the Puntis and
Hakkas of the Kwei District, in which gradually a namber of
villages were involved, Tiue fighting began on the 28th of the
sighth month (September 1850,) and during the first days the
Hakhas had the advantage. no doubt because they were more
occumtomed to such a manner of life, and probably counted rob-
bers by profession among their number. Gradually, however,
the Puntis grew bolder and more experienced, and as their
number was considerably larger, they defeated the Hukkas, and
burnt their houses, a0 that these had no resting-place to which
they eould resort. In this distress they sought refuge among
the worshippers of God, whe at that time lived dispersed in
several districts, in congregations countiig from one to three
hundred individuals, They willingly submitted to any form of
waorship in order to escape from their enemies, and received the
necessary supplies, which thev were now destitute of,

Up to this period the worshippers of God had not stoed in any
connection whatever with the robbers or ontlaws of the province.
The Mandarin soldiers, upon their excursions in search of the
robbers, never interfered with the members of the congregations,
or suapected the bret’ oo to have any other but religious motives
for their assembling together. Butnow, whken not only from the
distressed villages, but also from the bands of robbers dispersed
by the Mandarin soidiers, large flocks of people, old and young,
men and womer, with their children and their property, joined
the eongregations, matters could no longer go on as before. A
rupture and coliision with the Mandarins became inevitable.
Siutshuen’s discerning eye had foreseen all this; his prediction
had now been fulfilled ; ke had formed Lis plans, Le was prepar-
ed to take ihe consequences, and only rwaited the proper moment .
to take a decided step. About this time, he composed an Ode
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alluding to the state of the country, wherein his own intentions
ere clearly expressed :—

“ When in the present time (dlsturbanoe- abound,
And bands of robbera are) like g:.thenng vapors foar
We Lnow that beaven meana to raise & valiant hand
(To rescus the oppressed and save our uative land.)
China was once subdoed, but it ahall o more fall.
God ought to be adored, and ultinately shall

The foundsr of the Ming in song disciosed his mind,
The Emperor of Han drack to the furious wind.
From olden iirues all deeds by snergy were done,
Dark vapours disappear om rising of the syn.'"
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In this Ode, Siu-tshuen alludes to the frequent bands of rob-
bers rising suddenly and gathering like vapours round the moun-
tains in the different districts. He expresses Lhis intention to
permit them to fight and tear up each other, until finally, when
they were fatigned and weekened, he would rige in the field and
easily become the sole master. Such was the plan expressed by
the founder of the Ming dynasty, Ckoo-hung-woo, in his song
about the aster to which he compared himself. The aster begins
to blossom in the 9th month, when the season of moat other
flowers has passed away, thus, as it were, waiting quietly until
all other flowers had exhausted their strength, contending to
excel each other ; then the aster unfolds its beauty, and display-
ing its armour of golden yellow, remains alone master of the
field. The first Emperor of the Han dynasty, Lew-pang, com-
pared the furious wind and flying clouds to valiant warriors,
rushing on in victorious progress, carrying all before them; and
displaying a table with wine, he saluted them as they passed quickly
over his head.

The Siu-tshai (graduate). Wang, who already has been men-
tioned in these pages as an enemy of the new doctrine, and as
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the accuser of its adherents, again used his influence and money
to injure one of the brethren. Wang-ngi had by his rash and
imprudént conduct in destroying the idols belonging to other
people, brought down upon himself the resentment of the popu-
lace, and was again accused before the Magistrate. This official
howerver refased to tzke up the matter, and dismissed the parties.
When the young Wang-ngi came out to the street, he com-
menced a quarrel with the two plaintiffs, and in an insolent
manner demended a large sum of money from them, without
which the matter would not be settled. Just at this moment the
graduate Wang happened to pass, and inquired what was the
matter. T'lie two plaintiffs explained to him, that the Magistrate
would not take up their cause, and commit Wang-ngi. Then
the graduate Wang replied, * ] will take care that this fellow
is put in prison,” and ordered Wang-ngi again to be brought to
the office of the Magistrate. He then wrote an accusation ac-
comnpanied with considerable bribes, which bad the eieet, that
Wang-ngi was put into prison, and gradually killed by want
and ill-treatment.

The first instance when members belonging to the congregra-
tion of Ged-worshippers were involved in conflict with the
populace, seems to have occurred at a place called Goidfield.
Some persons belonging to a large Punti village had seized and
led away a buffulo, being the property of a God-worshipper,
The brethren were highly incensed at asuch an outrage, and
demanded back the buffalo. As this was not instantly complied
with, they ulso seized one or more cows belonging to the other
and stronger party. At last an exchange of the animals was
agreed to, and the emissaries met and arranged the affairs; but
just as they were returning, some of the Puntis, relying on their
larger number, fired upon the Hakkas. These, in their turn, at-
taked the Puntis, and chased them back to their own village.
The Punti people considered this unexpected defeat as an ex-
pression of the displessure of their gods, and therefore arranged
a feast with theatrical performances in honour of their idols, who
occupied the first seat among the spectators. But even during
the very performance a sudden dread of the God-worshippers
came upon the whole assembly, and frightened by a false alarm,
they several times rushed out from the place as if their enemies
had been advancing. The, Ged-wurshippers, the most of whom
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were Hakkas, were bold and brave, used to labour and fatigue,
wherefore with 2 amall number they dared to atiack the much
larger Punti force, and were often victorious, though their op-
ponents had the assistance of the soidiers. It appears that be-
cause of the many Hakkas joining the congregrations, these were
gradually involved in the disturbaneces, and they were not only
zecused of interfering with the religious worship of others, snd
destroying the idols, but also of favouring the outlaws, and
secretly fostering rebellious intentions against the Government.
Siu-tshuen and Yun-san at this period had left Thistle-meount,
and lived concealed at & place called *¢ Vast-change-hills,” in the
Bouse of a frierid. This place was surrounded by kigh moun-
taing, leaving only a narrow passage to the country outside.
The Mandarins, whose suspicions were aroused, got notiee of
the residence of Hung and Fung, and sent a body of soldiers to
watch the entrance to the hills. Though Siu-tshuen and Yua-
san had only a smail number of adherents at that place, the
soldiers were afraid to enter; but to prevent those inside from
sallying out and escaping, they, mccording to Chinese custom,
covered the pass with short sharp wood=n stakes stuck into the
ground. Siu-tshuen and Yun-san were thus eshut up among the
mountains and unable to escape from the soldiers, who watched
the entrance of the pass. Their great enterprise, to liberate
China from the yoke of a foreign power and convert it to the
worship of the true God, was nearly going to be stified in the
very beginning. At this critieal moment, it is reported, that
Yang-Siu-tshin, in a state of ecatasy, revealed to the brethren of
Thistle-mount the inpending danger of their beloved chiefs, and
exhorted them to lasten to their rescue. A considerable body
of men belonging to the congregrations now drew together, and
marched against the soldiers, who watched the pass of the Vast-
change-hills. The soldiers were easily beaten, the entrance
cleared from the wooden stakes, and- Siu-tshuen and Yun-san
carried in triumph from their place of seclusion.

Siu-tshuen now sent messagea.to all the congregations in the
different distvicts to assemble in one place. Already for somo
time previous to his, the worshippers of (God had felt the ne-
cessity of uniting together for common defence againat their
enersies ; they had commenced te convert their property of fields
and houses into monev; and to deliver the proceeds thereof into
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the general treasury, from whicl all shared alike, every one re-
cciving his food and clothing from this fund. The cirenm-
stance that they shared all in common greatly added to their
numbers, and thus they were prepared to abandon their liomes
at a moment’s warning. That mament lad now arrived.
Auxioos abont their own mefety and thint of their families, they
flocked to the banner of Iinng-Siu-tshnen, whom they believed
appointed by lLeaven to be their chief. Old and young, rich
aud poor, men of influence and education, graduates of the first
and second degrees, with their families and adherents. all gathered
round the chiefs. Wei-ching alone brought with hiim about one
thousand individuala of his clan.  Sin-tshuen took posseasion of
the opulent market town where the sbove-mentioned gradvate
Wang resided, whose rich stores of provinians and pawnshnops
filled with clothes quite auited the wants of the distressed Hakkas.
This town was surrounded by x broad river, protecting ‘them
from sudden attacks. Here Sin-tshnen encamped and fortifed
the place. and before the Mandarin aoldiers had wrrived, his po-
sition was already too strong for them, The Imperial soldiers
pitched their camp at a resp.czabls distance from the market town,
and both partiea carried on hostilitiea hy firing at esch other over
the river. which however no one ventired to crom. From this
place Sin-tshuen again aent Kiang-Linng-chong, wlo used to
travel as u phyeician carrying his box of inedicines with him. and
cailed the remaining relatives of the two clana, Hung and Fung,
to join him in Kwang-1i | but before they conld reach the spet,
Siu-tshuen font it necewsary from want of provisions ta maove
his camp to another placa. This he did secretly, crommed the
river, and rnarched awny in good arder without the knowledge
of the Imperialiste, who still aupposed him to he in the town,
He liad taken some women belonging to the town, and upen
teaving, he shut them up in a hovse nesr the river nide, and or.
dered them to beat the drnma the whols day leng, thus to make
the enemy believe that he wan still keeping the plage.  The Tm-
perialista, an soon as they discovered his movements, sent light
tronps in pursuit, but they, ventnring ton nemr the rear of Sin.
tshuen’s army, were in their turn prrsied by hia men, and a greae
riumber of them slanghtered, The Tmpasrialists now commenoed
to vent their rage on the deacrted mavket town, tock possestinn
of it by sterm, burnt between one and two thousand shops, and

.
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vlondered what they could get at.  Tley aise seized and killed
numbers of the inhabitants oo the slightest supposition that they
were Uod-warshippers, or friendly disposed towards that body.
Manvy of these unhappy vietims evinced grest self-possession, and
resignasion to their fate,  One named Tsen said to the soldiers,
“ Why do you delay ? If you are to kill me, then do so,—1 fear
not to die.” He with many others refused to kneel down, and
received the death-blow in an upright posture. These crueltiea
greatly incensed the populace, and many, who etherwise would
have remained guietly at home, desirous to worship God witheut
taking part in the insurrection, were thus foreed to leave their
homes, and join the army of Hung-Siu-tshuen. ‘The latter had
now taken possession of and pitched his camp at a large village
calied Thai-tsun, where he found abundant provisions for his
numerous followers. The reason why Siu-tshuen took this large
~villuge was as follows : A rebe!l ehief named Chin-a-kwei, who
fo: a long time previous had disturbed the couniry, finally ex-
pressed himself willing to suite his forces with those of Hung-
Siu-tshuen. HHowever, before this was effected, daring tha time
that the latier had possession of the large market town mentioned
ahove, the former made an excurs’n to the West, when e was
taken captive by “the people of Thai-tsan and delivered to the
Mandarnns, who rewarded the deed with a golden buston, Siu-
tshuen took the village to revenge the death of Chin-a-kwei.
During the time that Stu-tshuen was encamped at the above
village. two female rebel chiefs of great valor, named Kew-urh
and Szo-san, each one bringing about two thousand followers,
joined the army of the Gad-worshippers, and were received upon
submitting to the authority of Hung and the rules of the con-
gregation,  Siu-wshoen placed these two female chiefs with their
followers at a distance from the main body of his army, serving
us oufposts cne on each side. About the same period eight
different rebel cihiels belonging to the San-hdh-hwoi or Triad
Soclety, intimated to Siu-tshuen their wish to join-iis army with
their respeciive bands. Siu-tshuen granied their request, but
ander condition that they would conloria to the worship of the
true (od. The eight chiefs declared themselves willing to do
s0. and sent their tribute of oxen. pigs, and rice, &¢,  Sia-tshuen
now despatched sixicen of the brothren belooging to the congre~
gation, two to eaen chiet, in order to impart to them and their
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followers some knowledge of tle true religion, before they had
taken the definite step of joining him. When this preparatory
insteuction hnd been received, the clilefs dismissed their tutors
with & liberal sum of money, as a reward for their trouble, and
scon after they with all their followers joined the army of Hung-
Sim-talmen. It now occurred that fifteen of ‘the teachers who
had been sent cut to the chiefs, in accordance with the laws of
the congregation, gave their money which they had received
inta the common treasury, but one of them kept the money for
himself, without saying a word. This same individual had
several times before by his misconduct made himse!f amenable
to punisument, and Lad only been spared in consideration of his
eloquence and talent for preaching.  He had in the first instance
not fully abstained from the use of opium, but ta procure the
drug, be had sold some rattan-bucklers belonging to the army ;
another time he got excited with wine, and had injured some of
the brethren. As soon as his conceaiment of the money was
proved, Siu-tshuen and the man's own relatives, who were pre-
gent in the army, decided to bave him punished according to the
full ngour of the law, and ordered him to be decapitated as a
warning to all. When the chiefs of the Triad Society saw that
one of those who had just befere been despatched as a teacher
to them was now kiiled for a comparatively small offence, they
felt very nnecomfortable, and said,—

“ Your lawe seem Lo be rather ton stiict ; we shall perhiaps find it difficnit
to koep them, and upon any small trucsgression you would perhaps %ill ua
aiso.”

Thereupon * Fall large head,” * Great carp fish,” and five
other chiefs, with their men, departed, and afterwards surrendered
te the Imperialists, turning their arms against the insurgents.
Lo-thai-kang elone remained with Siu-tshuen, because he liked
the disetpline of his army, and the doctrine which they had
adopted as a rule of their conduct. It is said that six of che
ahove chiefs of the Triad Society ultimately fell into the hands
of the insurgents while fightung aguinst them, and were killed.
Sio-tshuen bhad formerly expressed his opinion of the Triad
Society in about the following language :—

“Thengh 1 never entered the Triad Society, | have often hsard it said

that their object is to subvert the Tstug and resiore the Ming dynasty.
Such an expresgion was very proper in the time of Khang-hi, wben this
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auciety was at frst formed, but pow after the.lapie of two hundied years,
we niay stili speak of subverting the Tsing, but we canoot properly spenk
of restering the Ming, At al] eveuts, when our native wmountaine and
riverd are recyvered, 8 new dysasty must be established, How could we
ut preseut arouse the energies of men by spesking of restoring the Ming
dyvasty 7 There are several evil practices counected with the Trind Soiety,
wlich [ detest; if any new menber enter the soviety, he muvt worship the
devil, and utter thirty-six oaths; a sword is pluced upon his neck, and he ia
torced to coutribute money for the use of the sodiety. Their reul object
Lias vow turued se 3 mean avd uuworthy, Lf we przaci the true doctrins,
and rely upon the powerful help of God, a few of us wiil equal & multitude
of vthers, [ do not even think thut Sun-pin, Woo-kbi, Kung-ming, aud
eiliers fumous in history for their military akill aud tactics, are deserving
Jnuch extiniation, iviwe much less thece bunds of the Lrind Bocisty.”

Siu-ishuen afterwards ordered lLis fullowers not to receive any
Iriad men among their number, but such as were willing to
abandon their former practices, and to recelve lustruction in the
true ductrine.

Lu the autumn of the same yesr {(1851,) lie again raised bia
camp, and mnarched upow the ciry of Yung-ngan in the eastern part
of Kwang-si, whick he entered, taking possession of the treasury
aid public granaries, It is reported that this city was wken in
tie foliowing wavner: The lusurgents advanced quickly to the
walls, which are ot very high, aud by throwing an immense
guantity of lighcted fire-crackers jute the town, the continued
explosioit of which brought confusion among the soldiers within
aud cuused them to retreat, they eusily succeeded in scaling the
walls and eutering the city.

Hung-Siu-tshuen was liere unanimously declared Emperor-of
the new dynasty called T'hae-pmg T'heen-kwoh P KB
“ Great tranquillivy, Heaven's Kingdom.” 'The latter two cha-
racters g “ Kingdomn of Heaven," seem according to their
weaning to refer o China, but judging from their position they
may alse be the desigoation of the new Emperor, who selecterd
this term from the Holy Seriptures. Siu-tshuen is said to huve
offered the hLighest digurity 1w such one of the other four chiefs,
Fung Yun-san, Yaug-Siu-tshin, Siau-Chau-kwai, and Wai-ching,
and ouly alter they lad declined the acceptance, and declared
their full submission to his authority, he accepted thie reign, and
appointed them Kings of the four Quarters.* Frow this place

* Il paay B 2roper here Lo mats ihe opinion of the informant and hi frionds reasrding
T heen-teh, the supposed ohiel of tha Clinese [usurreciiva. Thay fully beliove that T heen-wh
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he sent Ling- Sbili-pul. with a force intoe Kwang-tung, who how-
. ever soon after was defeated by the Mandariu trvops at Lo-bing,
and bLis forces dispersed, wmost of ther returning to Y ung-Lgan.

We buve now followed Hung-Sic-tshuen in his remarkabie
career fromr the time that Le, desponding and sick, was carried
home from the examination ut Cuanton, until the period waen,
at the head of & numervus arwy of faithful and enthusiastic adbe-
rents, lie had possessed Limself of the city of Yung-ugan, aud was
by bis followers declared Emperor of China, The further course
of the insurgent army through the difiecent proviuces of Kwang-
i, Hu-nan, Huo-peb, Kiang-si, Nygan-hwuoi, and Kiang-su, where
the old capital of the Emypire, Nuaking, was taken by then on
the 1vch of Marcli, 1853, is alrecady Kuoewu to the vublic,.  From
the books published at Naoking by the insurgents, we fiud that
Huug-Siu-tshuen ik F5 4 i3 ow called 1hwi ping-wang
‘)& ZF- ¥, or King of Great Peace ; Fung-Yun-san 31,53 £ Ey [_L[
is called the Sourhern King Flf-j “F 5 Yaug-Siu-ishia @% % (ﬁ‘
the Eastern King B J; Stau-Chau kwui o1 E_i“ the
Western Kiug P | ; Wai-chivg FF 1F the Nurthern King
Ak ZF ; end Shilew-kbai 2y ;¥ BY the Assistany King ¥
F ; we also find Lo-thui-kaug ?E jq Eill to be Commauder
of the Forces at Chin-kiang. A strong division of the insurgent
army during the saue year made further progress through the
proviuces of Ho-nen, Shan-si, and Chih-li, where they encamped
wnd taok winter quarters at Tul-liv, only seventy Fanglish iniles
from Peking, the. cupital of the Empire. ‘1hat they have been
able to hold this their position tor so long a time, proves tle great
wezkuess of the Imperiul Government,  In the epeniug of the
spring the fate of Peking will probably ke decided.  Tle itsur-
geuls seam v have two prineipal vbjects in view; wainely, to

is o obher porsor: *han Huog-Siu-tliven, and explaip the origin of Lhls feem in the following
way - —Hung-Siu iulraen was elther ealled Tha pLhL-WRILg lMeewy tha siew Dpnasly oo
mapclog with hin, ¢ T'heen-kwoh-wang fron bis ctheer designation Mol of the fiakbn
proununce the word Kwobh as Kweh or Kveol, sad conswguentiy Nunpg diu fehuen wis annwg
e eal'ed 'Thean-iwal-v ang.  Peuple at sums dstiaee o hesanng the vame T heon Lowet,
being unacguaiated with the diaical and the propsr thaaclors, changed the sound T'hgor-
kwal luio T'heen-teh, * Hearemly vidtoe,” & termoors Anend sgd fa nilies totheny Lo suck
mad:-r T'hean-Eweh wayy becaiue exteunively Fnowy v Ching and amoed und-r the v

uf T'heen tah-wanyg, acd many were lod 1o suppoie thate he wad a person differead fram 1 sl
ng-wang or Hurg-Siu-whuen. T would sagres wish tite statem nit uade by =owe oF the
Iisuvgenin in Nanking in April last vour, thot Taesn-dob wia & ostae applive tu tlear ghiel
iy Ly vutside Deapie.’
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subvert the Tsing dynasty, ebolish idolatry, and to establish the
T hai-ping dynasty with the worship of the true God. By taking
Nanking and fortifying their position there, they have com-
menced the foundation of a new dynasty, but the existenee of
the 'i"hai-ping can only be achnowledged upon the ceasing of
the Taing dynasty. ‘I'his will in avgfeat measure be effected by
the. fail of the Manchoo capital, by which the power of the Im-
perial Government will be crushed, and the last feeble tie be-
tween this government and the Chinese people severed.

11. PERSECUTION IN KWANG.-TUNG—IMPRISONMENT
OF FUNG-YUN-SAN'S FAMILY—DEFEAT AT PAD-
DY-HILL—HUNG.JIN'S ESCAPE.

IT bas been stated above, that Hung-Siu-tshuen, while he was
encamped at the market town in Kwang-si in 1851, sent mes-
sages to the relatives and adherents of himself and Fung-Yan-
san to join his army in Kwang-si. The year before, when Siu-
tshuen had called his own nearer relatives, Hung-Jin had been
detained from going with them by Lis friends at Clear-far; he
was still engaged as a teacher This time, 1851, Le started on
the journey with about fifty fricnds and relatives of the two
chiefs. Upon their arrival at "Usin-chau, they hLeard that the
. worshippers of God had raised their camp and marched away, and
that the Mundarins were seizing and eruelly murdering all cou-
nected with the God-worshippers, Hung-Jin now ordered forty
and odd of his friends to return to Kwang-tung, while he with
three of the party endeavoured to penetrate deeper inte the
country, and if possible reach the army of the God-worshippess.
Feuring to fall into the hands of the Mandarins, who had ordered
a severe seizure of all vagrants and suspected persons, Hung-Jin
changed his family name to that of Heu, and found himself under
necessity to desist from the attept to reach Lis friends -in
Kwang-si. Upon his journey home, he met with several per-
sons, who were really of the Heu clan. QOne rich man of this
name entertained Lim fora whole wonth at his house, and when
Hang left, gave Lim eight strings of cash, forty pounds of rice,
and five pounds of pork, under the impression that he was assist-
ing a poor distressed scholar of kis own clan. When Hung
reached Hwa-hien, the fact of Siu-tshuen and Yun-san having
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raised an insurrection in Kwang-si was already known to the
Mandarins of this province. A police force had arrived at the
place, seized pecple, demolished the ancestral tombs, and were
extoriing money from the inbabitants. Hung-Jin not being safe
at home, went to Jive with his friends at Clear-far. Fung-Yuu-
san's uncle, mut_her, younger brother, and youngest son, were
taken and pat in prison. His wife and two other sons succeeded
in eseaping, und found refuge with theu: feiands in other districts.

They thus also came to Clear-far, atid after consulting their
friends, who willingly made a collection for thbir travelling ex-
penses, the eldest son with the nephew of Yun-san, again in
company with Hung-Jin, set dut for Kwang.si. Here they
found the vigilance and rigid inquiries of the Mandarins still
more severe than the time before, end once more they were
obliged to return to Kwang.tung. In the meantime Yun-san's
wife lived concealed at Paddy-hill uniil her liiding-place wus
made known to the policemen by a man of the name Wang,
who told them where he liad seen her. She tried again to flee,
but the Mandarin servants being close upon her, she was obliged
to hide herself in a small house on the wayside, entreating the
‘inmates not to Yeveal her presence to her pursuers. This they
promised, and she bud neurly esemped from the hands of the
Mandarins, but unfottonately a beggar weman lhad seen her
enter the house, and upon receiving a few dollars from the
policemen, she poiited it out to them. The fugitive was then
taken and brought to.Canton, where she with other members of
Yun-san’s family still remain in prison. The nuncle is however
reported to have died there. The eldest son, withk his cousin
and Hung-Jin, again sttempted to enter Kwang-si, but conld
not succeed. Many of their friends in Kwang-tung, incensed
at the extortion and severe oppression of the Mandarins, were
‘ready to oppose the policemen, and liberate I"ung-Yun-san's
family, but some of the principal leaders being of a different
opinion, the mutter was dropped for that time. In the beginning
of 1852, Kiang-Liung-chong, the usual messenger of Hung-Siu.
tshuen to his relatives in Kwang-tung, again arrived with letters
cal[ing Bll the faithful adherencs of the several clans to join Lis’
army in Kwang-si at the city of Yung- -ngan. The Mandarins
seemed to be aware of and dread the growing power of the in-
surgents, They in a greal measurc relaxed their severity in
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perseauting te kindred of the twoa chiefs, and they even relessod
from prison an bid uncle of Siu-tshinen, about sev:uty-two years
of age.  The adherents of Sin-tshven well new ilat they had
ne mercy to expect from the sile of the Government, and think-
ing the present moment favonrable to act, vpon the adviee of
Kiang in accordance with the letter received from Hnpng.Siu-
teliuen, they resolved to gather all their friends together, and
fixed upon Paddy-hill as the place of assemblage. It appears
that Kiang-Liung-chong who had been wiiness to the continved
success of the insergenta in Kwang si, had grown too bold and
careless. Ile expccted the same resnlt here in Kwang-tuag.

without similar means and resources, and acted without precau-
‘tion, thus mvolung himself wnd friends in grievoua disasters.
Before the day appointed for general meettng -had arrived, nlong
with * Heaven Cock,™ *“ Cap Right High,” and others of their
kindred clans, in all abowt two handred men, wholly nnnecustom-
ed to fighting, he raised the standard of insurrection, with the
motto, * In obedience of Heaven.,” Assoon as this was done,
their act was reported to (he district magistrate by people en the
spot, and a ¢onsiderabie force of soldiers was sent against them,
The insurgents went boldiy to the fight, hut being few and in-
experienced, they were speon thrown inte disorder. Kinng-
Linng-chong with about six others, fel! cduring the action, a
contidernble number were taken captive by the troops, 1d the
rest disprersed.  © Allis lost I cried Cop, who still faught biavely
at the side of Heaven Cock, and taking advantage of u thick fog
descending from the mountains, they made their escape into the
woods. Here they met with Fung-A-shuy, the neplew of Yun-
ran, and a few others of their friends, They were now obliged
to leave their native district, and seek refuge among their friends,
or try to get their sopport in some manner far away from the
place of their nativity, The village of Paddy-hiil was burnt to
the gronnd, the fields confiscated, and made the property of the
Mandarins,

Hung-Jin with about a dozen men arrived at Paddy-lnﬂ jnst
after the defeat, without knowing anything about this accident,
He and all his companions were taken by the people of the
nmghfmurlmod and with their arms tied behind, they were shut
np in n house to be afterward« delivered over to the Mandaring
and beleaded. The prisopers murmured agaiust Hung . lin,
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who had brought upoen them this calamity by exhorting them to
join him in an undertaking, the resuit of which was quite the
contrary to their expectation. Hung-Jin, lively and enthusiastic,
deairous to lead his friends to honour and to glory, now sat
down in the midst of them in deep sorrow and despair, and
would gladly have given his own life to save those whem he had
brought with hitn into distress. Feeling the cord wherewith
his hands were tied together give way a little, after some effort
he got them free, and proceeded to unloase those of his friends
who where accessible, and succeeded in liberating. six of his
companions from their bonds. After it had become dark, they
opened the door, and in the rainy night hastened away to the
mountaine, Hung-Jin, whose liveliest hbpes so suddenly had
been frustrated, who had drawn upon himself the hatred and
revenge of the relatives of so many involved in the present
disaster, who had no place of refuge left to himself, now felt his
own guilt and despair too hard to bear. He therefore unloosed
his girdle and wes going to strangle himself, when one of the
fugitives came up to him. Himwog said, *“ Try to escape and save
your life, I will put an end to my existence in this place.”” The
otber then seized his hand, and drew him forward, exhorting him
to continue his flight in company with him, which ke did. The
next day, when Hung awoke from a short rest in the bush, he
missed his companion. He now prayed to God the heavenly
Father to spare his life and protect him amidst so many dangers.
During the day time he lay concealed in the bush, and during
the night he went on. Once the people in seareh of fugitives
passed very close by him, witheut observing him. Finally, after
having passed four days aud four nights witheut any food in the
mounntaing, he in a very exhausted state arrived at the house of
some near relatives, Here he was concealed six davs in a
mounntain cavern, and afterwards his relatives gave him some
money, with which he went ou board a passage-beat to go to
- another district, and seek refuge with more distant relatives of
the Hung clan. But even among these, new trials awaited him:
for siso from their place a few of the Hung clan bad goue to
Paddy-hill, whose further fate was unknown. Some of the re-
Iatives of those missing were now inclined to revenge the sup-
posed death of their brethren, and deliver Hung-Jin to the
Mandarins, but an old venerable headman took him under his



62 THE VISIONS OF HUNG -8[U-TSHLEN,

protection, saying that it would be very wrong to injure Hung,
when they knew nothing certain abeut their reiatives, who, even
if they had met with misfortune, had gone willingly of their own
accord, without being deceived or enticed by any one. Here-
upon he gave one of his grandsons to Hung-Jin as a guide, and
this voung man, being a Christian convert, conducted him to
Hongkong in the end of April, 1852, and introduced kim to me.
I was astonished to hear a person from the interior of China
speak with such interest of, and display so much acquaintance
with, the Christian religion. I liked go listen to his animated
narratives, about Hung-Siu-tshuen, Fung-Yun-san, and their
followers, though at the time I could form ne clear conception
of the whole matter, which then was little known and stilt less
believed. He wrote a few sheets of paper, containing a short
account of Hung.Siu-tshuen and himself, which T put into my
desk, until I should bave further evidence as to their contents.
"1 expected that Hung-Jin, who wished to study the Christian
doctrine and he baptized, would remain for some time at Houg-
kong ; but upon my return from a tonr of a few weeks to the
mainland, he Had departed, as he had no means of support in
this place.

After the defeat at Paddy-hill, A-fong, the ellest son of Fung-
Yun-san, went to Canton and took service with a blacksmith.
The latter was, however, a very bud character, and having had
share in a robbery and open assaull, he was with several other
miscreants seized by the Mandarins., Here he endeavoured to
effect his own release by promising to deliver inte the hands of
the Mandarins the eldesi son of Fung-Yun-san. A-fong was
thus discovered, and brought before the officials, where he how-
ever denied being the son of the rebel chief. The Mandarin
then ordered him to be breught into the presence of his mother,
when the tears of both sufficiently proved the truth of their near
relationship. A-fong still shares the captivity of his mother and
other relatives at Canton. The blacksmith was beheaded with
tle other criminals. The second son of Fung-Yun-san followed
his cousin Fung-A-sha. They Liad to go through many difficul-
ties, until finally they both found an oppertunity to embark with
the Rev. I. J. Roberts for Shanghae in the month of July, 1853.
It is supposed that about forty of Hung's elan were pn: o death
orf or after the above occurrence ; and that abeut s enty others
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have heen transported to other distaut prannces It is, however,
difficult to know their exact number, and stll more %o to know
the exact fate of every one separately.

In November, 1853, Hung-Jin, who up to that time had been
engnged as schoolmaster at some place in the interior, again vi-
sited me. He was still very desirous io be baptized, and seemed -
to be sincere in his wish to serve God. He declared himself
willing €o leave all matters in the hands of Him, who worketh all
things after the rouncil of His own will, and to seek above 2l the
kingdom of God and His righteousness. Hung-Jin, with three
of his friends from Clear-far, have since been baptized, and are
still studying the Holy Seriptures, with the hope in the Provi-
dence of God, nereafier to be enabled to instruct their country-
men iu the way of salvation. The utter disiress of the informant,
- his friends and their families, decided e for the publication of (his
little volume; and it may add to the satisfaction of the readers (o
kiow, that while they are promoting the sale of the book. they
are also relieving the distress of many who form the subjects of

its pages.



