
NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.
OCEAN MARINE INSURANcE

OM PA NY.
'HE undersigned having been appointed

Agents for the above Office at Shanghai,
are prepared to grunt policies payable in Hong-
kong, Bombay, Calcutta and °pilot].

44RPINE, MATHEsON 34 CO. -
RV' 86 Shanghai, 10th April, 18.63'.

iq TICE. . .

T have estubli.,hed myself at this Port as a
.1 Mercian, and (..Mnmi.vion Agent, under
the style of NOH.ToN St Co.-

W ALT ER MILLER -NORTON;
11jy 87 1 ientsin, 13th Mareh, tEi63..

-NOTICE-
iIIE interesrand responsibility of .Mr W r7.7.7.523

1 GUNSTON .HOWKLL in our Firm. ceased on
the 31st ultimo, and ' Tuomaa li,losettams
was admitte,d it-partner on the 1st Intant:

. GEO. B %RN ET 8c' O.

Shanghai, Eith April, 1861

WITH ref ,Fence to the ailiove, Untie ie hereby
V V given that the Partnership heretofore sub-

aiming between the undersigned. and -Mr.
F AaE18 IIAa511,ToN writer the- firm
or style.of MimoittOVV.. G uov E. & ft.. in
line. determined- by motto,' consent on the 31St
Ultimo.

Their bitsinessitas been transferred to Messrs
Ga.. Ban IT &';, anti Will be carried on by
Mr. F. IL Gsovs itL.houdgn.in, connecision. at
before. with Messrs H & J. ..foussivit & Co.,
of that city, and .in.,China, with Messrs Geo.
BARN ET &CCo.

THOS. MONCIIRIFF.-
tf 8 Shanghai. 6th April, .1863.

E
HE interest and respo,...ibility of lk,fr. JAM PS

.1. C. HAssos in our F,rm, ceased on the 24th
Jammry, 1863,...

' WA INWRIGOT It
.Shaughai.

R. JOHN THORN F. is ftuthori.d to _sign
IV _1 our HIM per prworatIon.

WAINWRIGHT k
if 89 t.Sitatighai, I :th March; 18-83.

, NOTICE.
THE Undersigned have this- day entered
I- into Partnership as Bill and Bullion

Brokers under the ' style of MILL.ER AND
GWYTMSR.

ROWLEY MILLER,
J. HOWARD GWY.THEK.

DURING -the temporary absence of Mr.
MILLER the Business will be carried

on solely by gr. GWYTHEE.
90 Shanghai, 8th.April, 1863.

. . . " .

FOR KANAGAWA to4 NAGASAKI
AND THE INLAND SEA. .

THE S.S. HELLESPONTwill have quick
dispatch as above..

For Freight or Passage, having:fine7state-
room accommodation apply to

HOWARD & Co.
91 Shanghai, Ilth April, 1863.

AILS CELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE.

NOTICE.ItivittiCSautv felt is held in the Ro-
man Catholic Chapel, iitiarllie Frclich Consulate,
every Sionlay, /ii 8.1.1 10 ...clock in the morniag
Eid 6 o'elork in the evening.

NOTP"E.SrtAssittes,.entiaco .Servicos
the morning at 11 o'clock, and in the afternoon
at 3 o'clock.

NOTICELDtrnic SalitvICE will he held in
Union rimpel, London Mission, every Sunday
morning at 11 o'clock and in the evening at 9
o'clock

LATEST DATES.
England. .... . 26 llunkow, ,Mar. 23
Hongkong, sord 4 Nagasaki ;31ar. 17
Tientsin. Mar. 29 Ranagnsva, Mar. 21

Latest dates in England, from
hi mackolig . Dec. I I Rectkimed r1.1 iirmellle.

..OV..N., IS,23 I Jan. .
. ,

COM PA RISON. OF 011SE It V A TIONS
taken bp '
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LATEST !SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.
ARRIVED April 9th. I 'arrington. ( +in

fa-in liankok II iii, Kitty Simpson, Lam. alt.),
from FtichAti; 10th, Gov v.'Swieten,('Dan.
from Sw4ow ; 10th, Gro.weater, (VI, bq ),
from Hongkong; 10th, Amoy,. (Br. bq. . from
Prtmontli; loth, ..rgus.- (Br. str ), from Ning-
po; 103h, Illawnrra, hi e Or from Ningp.i.

DErARTBD.-!-A pm) 9th. MarraM, (It r..bq );
lOth, ( in. s:r.), from Fueltan and Ning-
po; Reanymm, ( Am. sir ), for liank,w acd
Ports; Shunlee, (Pr. sir.), tor Hank A!!,; 10th,
Granville. (Br ha.), for Hoi.gk ng; 10.11,
Trimonntain, (Am. u.h ), f r I I oii k on, ; 10th.
eiriale,(Ilam.'bq.) for ITO-ngkonc; 10th, Anna
Alaria, (Br. bg.);..tor Frui-
tever, (Am. IN ),. Or Japa ; 11011,
(Br. str.), for Ningpo; loth, Berdinkho, (Br.
by ), f,r

PASSENGERS;
ARItlysm.Per ncl ase, froni Hongkong,

Mrs Ode and Infant, 'Afessfs Vernerde, Pe-
trocochino, Alazade, ,Eitgelbard, Emuljee
Frannjee, Francis Benno*, Williams, T. L.
Hay,. M. A. Correa, Berrnojee, Evans, Sant.
Wane, G. Brenier, Vaucher, Apollem.Bre-
nter,- Lear, and J. L.Jlay.

,
.'5,

IDEPARTED.,,:Per Ganges, for Hongkong,
I Captain Eales,. Mr and Mrs Medhurst and
lInfant, Mr and Mrs facKenzie an(1.3 chil-

dren Mr and Mrs Hart Mrs "YET. Yates,
Mrs Fay, Miss A. Yates, Miss J. Wild, Alisa
C. Wild, Mrs hlales and 2 Children,- Mr and
Mrs Boniface, Mr and Mrs Barlow, Dr W.
E. ..Eastlack, Messrs Iggulden, W. Davison..

F.---Caffer;--W.:-Godfity-; It. :Miller, Tan,'
1Tichors,:aria, C. H.. Walter.

ARRETE CONSULAIRE.

LChancellerie
'Consulat general de

"4..2. France est ouverte tons les jours, di-
manches exceptes, de 11 h. 4 4 h.

Pour la bonne expedition des Affaires, le
Ptiblic est informeque :

1° Les demandes et reclamations relatives
4 la-Police et it la protection des nationaux
seront entendues de 11 h. it midi.

2° Les contestations en matiere civile et
commerciale viendront h lent- ordre d'in-
scription de midi a 2 h. -

3° Les Capitaines et marins. seront admis
en leurs requetes et plaintes tons les jours de
2 h. 4 4 h. .

40 Le lundi kant consacre /MX seances du
Tribunal Consulaire, auctine audience ne sera
accordee.cejour Et, sauf pour affaires urgen-

s: Le Consul- General recevra avec plaisir
toutes personnee,-maii il engage. le public it
s' adresser:

pour. les reclarnations et informations-..4M. Raman, Vice-Consul,
et pour la delivrance de pibces et actes

M. le Chaneelier.
-Le Consul General,

[L. S.] V. MAUBOUSSIN.
1.8ap 92 Shanghai, le 6 Aril, 1863.

CONSULAT GENE' :RAL DE FRANCE.
NOTICE.

TL eat de nouveau et, pour. la derniere Ibis,
, donne avia' quetout naVire, bateau; ou

sampan qui soit en Hier, soit danslareviere
,ou ses affluents, arborera le pavilion on lea
;couleurs de France, sans y avoir ete officiel-
lenient autorise par' le Cortsulat-General , de
S. M., sera saisi et jug e conforintiment.4 la
loi et aux regiments etablis.

Les sujets franc* residents dana les pro-
vinces de Kiang-sou,' Fo-kien, Tche-kiang &
Chan-tong et nntamment it Shanghai et en-
virons, sout invites it se presenter au Consu-
lat.General, pour, apres avoir fait constater
leur nationalite, s'y faire immairiculer con-
formknent it la loi.

Le Consul General,
[L. S.] V. MAUBOUSSIN.

184 93 Shanghai, le 6 Avril, .1863.

THE London Mail of 26th February, due
in Hongkong on the 12th April, and
ire on the 17th. It was received last
year on the 16th April, per Jin-hee.

Tut?. P. & 0. Co.'s steamer with the
Mail for Europe is appointed to leave on
Thursday, the 23rd instant.

arth--.Cthia

IMPARTIAL, NOT NEUTRAL.

SHANGHAI. SATURDAY. 11 APRIL, 1863.

AMONG the self-governing institutions
of occidental nations,. which form the
political and social bulwarks of every
independent state, perhaps. there are
none so, practically useful for internal
government as a well devised Mu-
nicipal corporation. From the days
of the ancient Roman municipiumfrom
whence the name is derivedto the
sturdy Aldermanic rule established in the
hearts and memories.: -of Englishmen,
this principle has been sound in theory
and practice for the hotly politic. On
the one band, the laws which guide its
members. in ,coutioil, provide for the
peace of -the community; while on the
other all that relates to sanitary measures
and public works in cities is under
control. It May be said, therefbre, that
the municipal system of goverment is
naturally the first which can be introdu-
ced, into a, young colony for the mutual
benefit of all.. Hence it was, that. the
present .Sir Rutherford Aleock, while
British Consul at ,Shanghai in 1854,
saw the-:'necessiq , of forming the'
foreign :landlioldel'S., of what haS been
called the "British Concession in this.
settlement, into an electoral body, to
select' from. their numbers the members
of a Municipal Council, with power to
tax the inhabitants, native. and foreign.
For nine years this principle has been
struggling in Shanghai to obtain root up-
On oriental soil, and, notwithstanding.
the many vicissitudes of time and clime,
it has flourished and grown into a good-
ly tree with vigorous shoots. Our issue
of this day bears witness to the rapid
progress it has made in every branch
of municipal government dilring the past
official y Cli r. During a period of un-
paralleled perplexity in the history of
this disturbed country, the members. of
that council have met 1he..
which rose up before :them from . time to
time, with tilt alacrity and determination
which showed that they were the.inen
for the occasion'. Not only have they
overcome the unforseen obstacles which
stood in the , way of improvement, but
they have built up a municipal super-
structure ou I t Of the'slender materials at
their disposal, which bids fair to 'become
one of the most efficient in practice and

.

extended in principle; provided their
succes4o1's carry out energetically the'
vavionsmeasures initiated, a II I1 the.public
winits -commenced,' 154 detailed in tlieir
able i eiti t I oi tills., the retieing
emitted ere elltititidiVOthE th mi a of every
fureign, .resident ;.., anti so fur :OS our

.Sintill;.iiiikin4eliendentrpo-ed6f4tibiron
tint] extends, we cordially thank thern
for their unremunerated labour arid often-
tbnes thankless task' in providing. for
the general welfare of the community.

On referring to the report, with a
knowledge of what has transpired recen-
tly regarding the legal status of the
Land Renters from. whom the Council is
elected, it will be seen that the most Um-
portant point for the new members to
consider is to-Set at rest all doubts as to
their locus stand i On Chinese ground.
Independent of the action taken by the
select committee on the Land Regula-

it,will be their (buy to see that the
recommendations appended to the assess-
ment colirliflqe,e'S',-errt, relittive to the
bettert.tigiRratinn,:;Of 1,ii6ti.,bfi.etirtied out,

that , titles.,may be rendered as flit'
as possible indisputable. On this point
the opinion of the best law authorities
should be aseqrtailled_. The more equi-
table mode of assessment proposed by
the committee demands their best atten-
tion, in order to anginent the revenues
from foreign sources. We need not
emunerate the other matters requiring
their consideration ; but above all, the
financial conolny of the Centheil is
of primary importance.. However well
the various parts of the municipal
machinery:. may be Controlled by the
body of ,enuncillors and their staff of
emphiYes, unless the revenue and expen-
diture be j.ndiCiously managed, affairs are
'certain toget intwan unsatisfactory state.

MINtraisatY-1&,rottia,/, meeting of Land
Renters,niithin the limits of the
British' settlement of .qtanghae
held at B.M. Consulate on Sa-
turdetib the 4th day of dpril, 1861.

PresentMessrs. M edhurst, Turner,
Pickwoad, Brand, Cock, Underwood,
Loureiro, C. Thorne, J. F . Carter, Tratit-
man, Haribury, Dent, Schwemann, Davi-
son, Coghill, J. Thorne, Forbes, White,
Love Jr., Dow, Michie, Godfrey, Twom-
bly, Alabaster, H. IV. Carter, Reid,
and others not Renters.

J. MARKHAM, ESQ., AM:Vice-Con-
sul took the Chair :

The Chairinarf explained the absence
in consequence of indisposition,. of Frede-
rick Harvey-. EN, HA:LAE ,Consul, and
opened the rvieeting He-reed the minu-

,

tes of the last annual meeting..
Mr Thorne proposed that the minutes

just read be adopted.
Mr. Brand seconded the motion, which

was passed unanimously.
Mr. Pickwoad read the Report of the

Council for the past year as follows:

MUNICIPAL REPORT FOR THE
YEAR 1862.

THE present Municipal Council entered
upon their duties at a season of general dis-
trust and uneasiness, when, in consequence of
the threatening aspect of the Taiping Rebels,
new powers were brought into existence for
the protection of the Settlement.

The energetic action taken this time lost
y.or,137: the Defence COninnittee; is so fluniliar
tet every one; that the Connell need not refer
to it in detail:' The defences they erected
and the works they :recommended, have re-
ceived, since ,entrusted to their care, that
attention from the hands of the Municipal
Council, which the magnitude of the inter-
ests involved so obviously demanded. It
remains only for the board to lay succinctly
before the Land Renters the mode in which
they have dealt with these interests, and to
offer such suggestions for the future, as the
experience they.
would seem to entitle

tlecritrd
to give.

office
it

shall appear, after all, that the Council have
left much to do, it will not be forgotten that
much has been donethat this is ,a Foreign
Settlement of no remote origin, and that a
concurrence of circumstances, at this par-
ticular juncture, has led to its increase on a
,scale altogether disproportioned to the means
,at tina,dispoaal of the Council to control it.
-This fact was made so apparent, that, at a

'special.meeting of Land Renters held 8th
September last year, fresh powers were
granted to the Council and a large increase
to their staff yeted. .Acting upon this, your
Council have appointed an Assistant Secre-
tary, a European Chinese linguist, and a
collector of European taxes. That will lead
to very beneficial results.

Increase -of population. The increase of
the foreign population, more especially in
-the lower orders, within the last .12 months,
has defied all the efforts of the Council to
keep pace with it in police organization,
and as many of these persons are known to
be without- -any honest means of obtaining
a living, several robberies have been com-
mitted, even within the Settlement, from
which we hate hitherto been exempt. But
it is In the neighliouring district of Hong-
kew, that a disorganized add. even dangerous
State of is known to exist I o oh-
IviateI this difficulty, it was proposed to in-
corporate that district with this Municipa-
lity, giving to it all the privileges that were
enjoyed here: Your Council, impressed
with the identity of interests, unhesitatingly
offered to assume the responsibility: -This
object, which will probably ere long force
itself disagreeably upon the holders of office,
has been delayed from causes so well known,
that your Council refrain from alluding to
them, further than to remark that they have
been wholly without their control. As it is.

all: that your Council have been able to
effect in the way of improvement, will ..be
found ,In the existence of' a .skeleton police,
which must be largely increased before the
almost reign of-terror, which now, prevails
there, can be dispelled, -"

Police.Council acting upon the authority
given to them. at once indented (hr arms and
accoutrements for 100 men, but feeling the in-
advisability of augmenting and recruiting
their ranks from the only present source at
commandthe of-feasts front the Mercantile
Marinethey have only been - enabled to
raise the Force to its present strength, 69
men. Your Council, however, looking for-
ward to the demands that they feel certain
will be made upon their successors, have
assumed the responsibility of ordering .En-
field Rifles, and other necessaries for 150
men, which will arrive during the present
year ; and they have been led to believe.that
when the present pressure upon H. B. M.
Forces here; shall -have been relieved, the
promise held out by General Sir John Michel
or recruiting the ranks of the Force with men
claiiiming or desiring their from
military *Vice, Will be redeemed To,.ineet
the steady .clerifiand forHieerniii, )7otir'Cpunteil
are of Opinion :that publicattention shots-id be
directed to Other, sOnrceS., They learn that
the Police in London; send out to Australia-
regular drafts of men, and they are informed
that no difficulty would be expiriencett in Dia-
ling similar arrangements for Shanghai.
The scale of gratuities, which after .niuch
consideration, they have established for men
entitled to retire front the service, is suffici-
ently liberal to secure the services. of reS.;
pectable men. To meet this large additional
expenditure, Ybur Council directed their at-
tention to the existing taxes, which though
they sufficed for the limited wants of other
days, were quite inadequate to the present
and prospective requirements of the Settle-
ment. They felt, too, that their distribution
bore very unequally upon foreign renters,
leaving the greater burthen to be sustained
by a few, whilst the many escaped their
responsibilities in part, or altogether.

imports' and Exports.The present sys-
tem adopted, obtaining returns, through
H. I. M. Customs, though, unsatisfactory in
itself, has raised this tax from Tls. 14.000 to
'.Pls. 35,735 per annum. As the community
extends, still further checks nmst be placed
upon the unscrupulous, to ensure a -fair divi-
sion of the responsibility, until the time
arrives, when this tax may be- abolished
altogether.

European House and Land Tax. Up
to the present time, this tax has been ga-
thered upon the old assessment of .1856,
which amounted to little more than Tls.
4,000 annually. To effect an alteration, a
Committee was appointed at . the special
meeting of Land Renters held on 8th Sep-
tember last, who have spared no trouble in
discharging the-important duties confided to
them, and who are now prepared to place
before you the result of' their labors, From
this soiii cc it is calculated that an annual
-revenue all() 'less than Tis. 23.,000 per .aa7,.
1111111 may be relied. on..

Chinese House. 'Tax:-,--This. tax, .-neces-
sitated by the vast in ex of nattveinhaintants
to this settlement, will, it is calculated, some-
what exceed in amount Tls. 100,000 per
annum. The Rev. Mr, Yates has been in-
defatigable in re-assessing the China houses,
and from his intimate knowledge of the lan-
guage, the most beneficial results may be
expected to follow.

General Licensing Scheme. -This measure,
which has from for sonic years past been an
unprofitable item. in our annual Municipal
Reports, having been thwarted in another
place, your council have failed to establish,
but, in lieu of the more perfect and compre-
hensive scheme, they have been compelled,
from the very unsettled and even threatening
state of affairs, to place-all houses of' public
entertainment under control, and your Conn-
61 have much pleasure in beating testimony
to the ready and timely support offered them
in affecting this, by all the consular agents
residing here. Thirteen houses here, and
seventeen in Hong-que have been opened
under license, which yield a rerenne- of
$ 6,000 per annum. The sampans, too, have
been brought under control, and no less than
one thousand threebundred and twenty-three
boats have been numbered and licensed. This
tax realizes $ 5,292 per annum. The system
has also been extended to sedan chairs, plying
for hire, of which one hundred and thirty
have been licensed.. Your council must leave to
their successors the perfecting of this scheme,
and the decision as to how ffir it may be
extended without trenching upon those so-
cial landmarks laid down for the governance
of all civilized communities in every part of
the world. .,..

Whilst your council have to deplore their
inability to perfect this long suggeated nice-
sure, they learn with .surprise that the local
authorities have elaborated a scheme of tax-
ation, which they are seeking tOenforce
this settlement, far more minute and com-
prehensive than that contemplated by the
council; thus raising up an imperinm in int-
perio that in its practical results, has already
led to confusion and disorder. By Chinese
authority, this foreign settlement has been
divided into separate areas and farmed out
to native proprietors of sedan chairs; whilst,
by a fiat of' the Municipal Council all mono-

.

polies in this regard, have been destroyed,
and this occupation has been thrown open
to general competition. placed thus in di-
rect and open antagonism with the native
tillers of the district, your council are sin-
able to control-, the evils necessarily arising
from this Malting of authority. -

The privilege of levying taxes, virtually re,'
flounced by them- in 1854, when self' goyern7
nient within -this concession was Unreservedly
'ceded to the. Municipal Body, no longer in
the belief of the Council, resides it, the Chi-
nese authorities, whose inability to . afford
those advantages for which taxes are levied,
is undisputed, and if -submitted to, the exer-
cise of it by them, bids fair to terminate in
hopeless confusion. It is no part of the duty
of your Council to animadvert upon the
conduct of others in authority upon this
nfenacing assumption of a power that has
long. since been abandoned, but as your

Council are a mixed Body and not respon-
sible to, or controlled by the representative -
of any one power,. however formidable, it
is not difficult to foresee' .the defeat of the
attempt, if' the Land Renters are unanimous
in adopting their views and affbrding the
council -their support in opposing the pre-
tention. The opinion of this council:-on this
matter, has been fully set forth in a circular
letter dated 6th December and addressed to
all the consuls of the treaty powers here,
who for the most part, have subscribed to
the .views held by -your council upon this
subject.

Roads 6^ Drainage: Your council ap-
pend a detailed statement drawn up by the
superintendent of the public works on these
subjects, as the best evidence of their desire
to sustain and complete- the suggestions
made this time last year- by the defence
committee. To meet the immediate outlay
consequent upon a comprehensive scheme
for draining the whole settlement at once,
the council advertized for a loan of Tls.
133,000, called the - Shanghai municipal --
10 per cent drainage loan, and Sinking fund
at 10 per cent: The response to this appeal
fell far short Of their expectations, and a

soulsof'only Tl.s., 9,000 was realized. Ne*Orthe,',.
less the council have steadily progressed in
this important . work as far as the means at
their disposal .would permit. To enume-
rate the difficulties that presented themselves
in the furtherance of this work, from the
Nvant, not .only of materials but of skilled and
even ordinary labor, would occupy more time
than your Council have to spare, and call for
the display of more patience, than probably it
would be reasonable to expect at your hands..
Suffice it to say : in their anxiety to overcome
the difficulties referred to, that no less than
100 boats, and 500 men with a considerable
quantity of treasure, have been captured and
confiscated by the Rebels, into whose hands
they have unhappily fallen.

The new roads recommended by the Com-
mittee, on the old Race Course have been
opened, and Chinese buildings are rapidly
springing up in that locality. To. meet-the.
danger likely to arise front the danuning
of the old -net-work of water outlet theres,,
upon. the approach of the hot season, the
Council have ordered open drains to be'
constructed, as a part and parcel of the
drainage scheme. These open drains would
not only suffice to carry off' the storm water
from the surrounding land, but would be
flushed with every tide, and thus save the
community from the evils likely to arise front
a collection of stagnant water.

The following statement comprises the
principal works in this department.

Skala° Drain.
Flagging, piling, building, &c., 145 cluing,.

3 feet by 5 feet,, with a granite front at each
end. Owing- to alteration in line of excava-
tion 59 china,. .

Drains readingfrom Shakloo Drain. -

The one past dye house, a medium drain
2 feet by 3 feet,-71_ehang.

Nanking Road in continuation ,..of
137:chang,., small drain..

.Canion, Road, one .sinall drain,12 ohang,
New street drain, medium-2 feet by 3 feet,

12:e clang, , ,

Kiangse Road, late Church. street drain,.
3 feet by 5 feet, 1:17 .chang.

Drains ?tow. in .progress are:
In .Kittngsoo Road, late Bridge street,

medium., .

Smith Road, ,medium.
'Small Drains,

Are being put in all parts of the Settle-
ment.

Public Latrine.
Jetties, are .Dent's, Hooper's and Rus-

sell's, and besides numberless repairs and
alterations.

Side Walks are
One. in -Nankin Road. .

One in liangehow do.
One in Hankow do.

New Roads
Continuation of' Hang-chow Road 1.50.

chang, 30 feet. ,

Soochow Road, 400 chang, 30 feet.
Sikh do. 387 40
Nankin do. 165 60 .

Foochow do. 74 30
Buildings in

proo.'ress'
are

One police Barrack, 100 feet by 30 feet,
2 stories with nine rooms.
- Blinding Yang-king-pang creek with grit-

cohfe Land Regulations.alitt
nitLeesgtaoilies,talt5u0s

Many persons have been induced to question
the legality of our Land Regulations, and
your Council would be unmindful of a press-
ing duty were they to pass over this subject
in silence. They feel, in common with
every one, that some definite understanding-
should be arrived at on the subject, as our

as a community is, to a great ex-
tent, based upon them, and vast capital has
been . invested in -property which rests al-
together On *their -faith'. If aheybave been
generally, acknowledged and acted upon, it
requires no very great amount of legal in-
formation to pronounce themin absence of
any other enactmentsto be as binding- on
English subjects, at least, as the common or
unwritten Law of England is.

Encroachments on Land surrendered to
Public. use.The Land Regulations have
.hitherto been-a dead letter . in regard to this
important subject ; partly from the fact, it is
presumed, that before the Council had any
permanent staff to attend to these matters,
it escaped the notice f preceding Councils,
and partly,, that, up to within a very recent
period-, our narrow thoroughfares have suf-
ficed for the ordinary wants of the place. Time
sudden and almost unexampled increase of
the population, hits .shewn how -desirable it
Will be that the Land, :Regulations, intisis
regard, should be strengthened. Yony.Cottn....
Cil, therethre,_ recommend that for the
future it should be made compulsory -on all
persons intending to build within this aettle-
went, to give notice at. the office of the
Municipal Council of such intention, with
plans of their proposed buildings, and there
to receive the sanction of the Council for the
same.

Civil Engineer.Your Council are glad
to report that they have every prospect of
obtaining the services of a competent civil
engineer from home.. In the meantime,

1
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NEW A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . 
OCljlAN M vKINB I N S U R A N C E 

• OMI'ANY. 
' I ' H E undersigned having been appointed 

1 Agents for the above Office at Shanghai, 
»re prepared to grant policies payable in Hong-
kong, Botnbav, Calcutta and I ondon. 

JaRDINK . MATHKSON k Co. 
l l j y 86 Shanghai, 10th April, 1863. 

N TICK. , Ihave established myself at this Tort as a 
Metchaut and Commission Ayerit, under 

t h e s t y l e o f NORTON k C o . 
WALl 'KR MILI.EU NORTON. 

l l jy 87 Tientsin, 13th March, 1563.. 

' N O T I C E 
r i t o E interest and responsibility of.Mr WrtxiAM 
A GUNSTON HOWKLI . i n o u r F i r m , c e a s e d o n 
t h e 3 1 s t u l t i m o , a n d M r THOMASS MON'CHUIFF 
was admitted a partner on the 1st Instant. 

G E O . B \ R N E T & C o . 
Shanghai, 6th April, 1863. 

T I 7 I T H ref»renee to the above, notice is hereby 
VV given that the Partnership iieretufore sub-

sisting between the undersigned ami Mr. 
P AUCIS HAMILTON liitovK, urnier the firm 
OF style,of MONORKJFF..GKOVB kCo.. in sliang-
Ime. determined by mutual consent oil the 31st 
ultimo. 

Their business has been transferred to Messrs 
Gail. BAIIK KT&.('().. and will be carried on by 
Mr. P . H. GM>VH iu.' Uoiulyn. in; couneejjftn. as 
before, with Messrs H & J . JoHasroN 'k Co., 
of that city, and in China, with Messrs GEO. 
B A U N E T T CO. 

TIIOS. MONORRIFF. 
tf S8 Shanghai. 6tli April, 1163. 

Von K • 
interest and responsibility of Mr. JAMFS 

.1. C. II4SSON in our F.rni, ceased on the 24<A 
January, 18tM,.. 

WAIN\VRIG1.!T k Co. 
Shanghai. I2tll March,51863. 

MR . J O H N T H O R N E is a u t h o r i z e d t o s i g n 
our Firm per procuration. 

WAINWRIRMT k Co. 
tf 89 .'Shanghai, l :th March, 186.1 "•: 

NOTICE! ~ R 

TH E Undersigned have this day entered 
in to Pa r tne r sh ip as Bill ujtd Bullion 

Brokers under the style of MIXL.KB AND 
G W T T H K E . 

ROWLEY MILLER, 
.. J . HOWARD G W Y T H E R . 

T O U R I N G the temporary absence of Mr. 
M I L L E R the Business will be carried 

on solely by Mr. G W Y T H E R . 
o 90 Shanghai, 8th April, 1863. 

F O R K A N A G A W A via N A G A S A K I 
AND THE I N L A N D S E A . 

R P I I E S . S . HELLESPONTviiW have quick 
-*• dispatch as above. 

For Freight or Passage, having'fine'state-
room accommodation applv to 

HOWARD & Co. 
o 91 Shanghai, 11 th April, 1863. 

MIS CELLANEOVS INTELLIGENCE. 

NOTICE.—DIVINH'SKUVICK is held iu the Hu-
ms» Catholic Chapel, nearThe French Consulate, 
• v«ry S u n d a y , al « a n d 1 0 „ ' c l o c k iu t h e ni l i i 'g 
ami 6 oVInck in the evening. 

NOTI-'E.—SKAM KH'S /'HURCH : vServices in 
the morning at 11 o'clock, and iu the afternoon 
»I 3 o'clock. 

NOTICB—DivrNK SBRVICR wiil be held In 
Union *"Impel, Loudon Mission, every Sunday 
morning at 11 o'clock and in the evening at 9 
o 'clock 

I. AT K.ST DATES. 
Kuglamt, ..........Jan 26 
Hongkong April 4 
Tientsin Mar. 29 

llankow., „.Mar 2] 
Nagasaki ...,Mar. I7 
If allagana Mar. 2l 

Latest dales in Knulaud, from China,— 
Hongkong . . Dec. 1 | Received ri.l Mar».Illes 
Shanghai 'Not.,23 I Jan . 15. , 

COMI'AKISON OF OllSUItVATION8 
taken by 

A SKI.K-KKUlSITÔltlNfi TIMCKMOMICTKIt 
r o l l T N * VSRK. 

K* tl*i 101» Apr., I St3. Kliiiim's 1«th 'Apr , 1861 
April ' ' ' 

4, — M ma 5» M in. 4« «Si». 62 Ml». 41 
S — .. 8 ' f> 61 ,. 51 
«.— „ S3 ,..49 6S ., 40 
» . - .. ' « . .. " 4» SI ,, 43 
» — ., 51 ,, 48 46 ,, 40 
».— ,. 61 ., 5(1 SS ,, 41 

10.— „ 53 „ 4 8 6 7 ,, 41 

OPIUM. 
April. Uiii,„, 

New Tis. Ol« Tis. 
4 none . . . . . T 
6. . . . . . . none . . . . . . 
7. 540 « 545 
», . . . , 5 4 5 . . . . . 
». 541» 

l«. 435 a 540 

Puhl a " 
TIS Ol.l TU. 
. . . nnno 

•"Jim . . . . . . . 
5 it'll'int 

' , . . ( 2 5 
525 a SSO 
51b a 330 

L A T E S T S H I P P I N G I N T E L L I G E N C E . 
ARRIVED —April ölh. I 'arringMn. ( im sli.), 

fa..in Hankok; l l t l i , Kitty Simpstm, (Am. ill ), 
from Fueliau; 10th, Gov v. Steinten, ( Dan. bq.), 
from Sw. tow; lOrli, Grosstater, ( l ira, bq.), 
from Hongkong; 10th, Amoy,. (Br. bq.). from 
Portsmouth; lotli, .,rgm. (Br. sfr ), from Nijip-
po; 10th, Illawnrra, t ' hi sfr . . from Ningp>. 

DRPARTRIJ.—April 9th. Mnrrttvi.. ( h r . b q ); 
lotii, Mavid, ( i m . Sir.), from I'uolinn and ,\ing-
po; Rranyase, (Am. sfr ), for l lai ik.w ii"d 
Por t s ; Shunlee, (Hr. sfr.) , lor Hank .w ; 10th. 
Granville. (Mr bq ), for H - . g k n g ; JlMi, 
Trimoiintnin, (Am. .h ), f r Hongkong; 10th. 
Civiale, (Ham. bq.) for H.vngkoni:; loth, Anna 
Maria, (Br. bq.), for Hongkong;-lOtli , Frui-
terer, (Am. bq ),. for Japa ; lo th , . F.cnella, 
(Br. sfr.) , for iNin^po; loth, Dcrdinkha, (Br. 
bq ), f .r t hefuo. 

P A S S E N G E R ^ 

ARRIVED.—Per Jlytlaxpe, f rom Hongkong , 
Mrs Ode and Infint, ''Messrs Vernerde, Pe-
trocochino, Maza^le, Engelhard, Emuljee 
Framjee, Francis Jiermojcc, Williams, T. L . 
l l a y r M . A. Correa, Bermojee, Evans, Sam. 
Wana, G. Brenier, Vaucher, Apollen, Bre-
vSur Lear, and J . L. Ilay. }'"' 

DEPARTED.—:Per Ganges, for Hongkong , 
Captain Bales, Mr and Mrs Medhurst and 
Infant, Mr and' Mrs MacKen?ie and 3 chil-
dren, Mr and Mrs Hart, Mrs M: T, Yates, 
Mrs Fay, Miss A. Yates, Miss J . Wild, Miss 
C. Wild, Mrs Eales and 2 children, Mr and 
Mrs Boniface, Mr and Mrs Barlow, Dr W. 
E. Eastlack, Messrs Iggulden, VV. Davison 
J. 1'. Carter, W. Ooiitrev. It. M iller, T a n 
Loh Sing,. J , II, Nichols, and C. R. Walter. 

A R R E T E CONSULAIRE. 

LA Chancèîlerie- du Consulat général de 
J France est ouverte tous les jours, di-

manches exceptés, de 11 h. à 4 h. 
Pour la bonne expédition des Affaires, le 

Public est informé que : 
1° Les demandes et réclamations relatives 

à la' Police et à la protection des nationaux 
seront entendues de 11 h. à midi. 

2° Les contestations en matière civile et 
commerciale viendront à leur ordre d'in-
scription de midi à 2 h. 

3° Lés Capitaines et marins seront admis 
en leurs requêtes et plaintes tous les jours de 
2 h. à 4 h. 

4° Le lundi étant consacré aux seànces du 
Tribunal Consulaire, aucune audience ne sera 
accordée ce jour là, sauf pour affaires urgen-
tes. • 
i: Le Consul Général recevra avec plaisir 
toutes personnes,-mais il engage le public à 
s' adresser : 

pour les réclamations et informations Si 
M. Rameau, Vice-Consul, 

et pour la délivrance de pièces et actes k 
M. le Chancelier. 

Le Consul Général, 
[L. S.] V. MAUBOUàSIN. 

Wap 92 Shanghaï, le 6 Avril, 1863. 

" C O N S U L A T G E N E R A L D E F R A N C E . 
• , N O T I C E . 
T L est de nouveau et pour la dernière fois, 
* donné avis'que tout navire, bateau, ou 
sampan qui soit en nier, soit dans la révière 
ou ses affluents, arborera le pavillon ou les 
couleurs de France, sans y avoir été officiel-
lement autorisé par le Consulat Général, de 
-S. M., sera saisi et jugé conformément À la 
loi et aux règlements établis. 

Les sujets français résidents dans les pro-
vinces de Kiang-sou, Fo-kien, Tche-kiang& 
Chan-tong et notamment à Shanghaï et en-
virons, sont invités à se présenter au Consu-
lat .Général, pour, après avoir fait constater 
leur nationalité, s'y faire immatriculer con-
formément à la loi. 

s Le Consul Général, 
[L. S.] V. MAUBOUSSIN". 

18àp 93 Shanghaï, le 6 Avril, 1863. 

THE London Mail of'26th February, due 
in Hongkong on the 12tli April, and 
jjëre on thé 17th. It was received last 
year on the 16th April, per Jin-ltee. 

THE P. & O. Co.'s steamer with the 
Mail for Europe is appointed to leave on 
Thursday, the 23rd instant. 

'LITE J U R F M H I N A §T\\I\UL 

IMPARTIAL, NOT NEUTRAL. 

SHANGHAI. SATURDAY 11 AI'KIL. 18(53. 

A M O N G the self-governing institutions 
of occidental nations, which form the 
political and social bulwarks of every 
independent state, perhaps there are 
none so practically useful for internal 
government as a well devised Mu-
nicipal corporation. -From the days 
of the ancient Roman munieiphnn—from 
whence the name is derived—to the 
sturdy Aldermanic rule established in the 
hearts and memories of Englishmen', 
this principle has been sound in theory 
and practice for the body politic. On 
the one band, the laws which guide its 
members in council, provide for the 
peace of the community; while on the 
other all that relates to sanitary measures 
and public works in cities i s j under 
control. It may be said, therefore, that 
the municipal system of goverrnent is 
naturally the first which can be introdu-
ced, into a young colony for the mutual 
benefit of all. Hence it was, that the 
present Sir Rutherford Alcook, while 
British Consul at Shanghai in 1854, 
saw the necessity of forming the 
foreign landholders, of what lias been 
called the "British Concession" in this 
settlement, into an electoral body, to 
select'from their numbers the members 
of a Municipal Council, with power to 
tax the inhabitants, native and foreign. 
For nine years this principle has been 
struggling in Shanghai to obtain root up-
on oriental soil, and, notwithstanding 
the many vicissitudes of time and clime, 
it has flourished and grown into a good-
ly tree with vigorous shoots. Our issue 
of this day bears witness to the rapid 
progress it has made in every branch 
of municipal government during the past 
official year. During a period of un-
paralleled perplexity in the history of 
this disturbed country, the members, of 
that council have met the. difficulties 
which rose up before them from time to 
time, with aii alacrity and determination 
which showed that they were the f.nen 
for the occasion; Not only have tliev 
overcome the unforseen obstacles which 
stood in the, way of improvement, but 
they have built up a municipal super-
structure out of the'slender materials at. 
their disposal, which bids'fair to become 
one of the most efficient in practice ami 

extended in principle; provided their ! 
successors carry out . energetically the j 
various measures inifiatefl, and the public 1 

works 'commenced, asi detailed in their 
able- report.. For this, . the retiring 
council are entitled to the thanks of every 
foreign resident; ami so far as our 
small, but independent, meed of approba-
tion extends, we cordially thank them 
for their unremunerated labour aud often-
times thankless task in providing for 
the general welfare of the community. 

On referring to the report, with a 
knowledge of what has transpired recen-
tly regarding the legal status of the 
Land Renters from whom the Council is 
elected, it will be seen that, the most im-
portant point for the new members to 
consider is to set at rest all doubts as to 
their locus standi on Chinese ground. 
Independent of the action taken bv the 
select committee on the Land Regula-
tions, it will be their duty to see that the 
recommendations appended to the assess-
ment committee's report relative to the 
better registration of land be carried out, 
so that titles may be rendered as fat-
as possible indisputable. On this point 
the opinion of the best law authorities 
should be ascertained. The more equi-
table mode of assessment proposed by 
the committee- demands their best atten-
tion, in order to augment the revenues 
from foreign sources. W e need not 
enumerate the other matters requiring 
their consideration; but above all, the 
financial c n o m y of the Council is 
of primary importance. However well 
the various parts of the municipal 
machinery may be controlled by the 
body of councillors and their staff of 
employés, unless the revenue and expen-
diture be .judiciously managed, affairs are 
certain to get into tin unsatisfactory state. 

MINUTESof the annual meeting of Land 
B'enters within the limits of the 
Bntish Settlement of Sh'tnghae 
held at H.B.M. Consulate on Sa-
turday, the 4 th day of April, 186 i. 

Present.—Messrs. Medhurst, Turner, 
Pickwoad, Brand, Cock, Underwood, 
Loureiro, C. Thorne, J. F. Carter, Traut-
man, Hanbury, Dent, Schwemann, Davi-
son, Coghill, J. Thorne, Forbes, White, 
Love Jr., Dow, Michie, Godfrey, Twom-
bly, Alabaster, H. W. Carter, Reid, 
and others not Renters. 

J . MAKKHAM, ESQ., I I .M.Vice -Oon-
sul took the Chair :— 

The Chairman explained the absence 
in consequence of indisposition, of Frede-
rick Harvey Est]. H.B.M. Consul, and 
opened the meeting. He read the minu-
tes of the last annual meeting 

Mr Thorne proposed that the minutes 
just read be adopted. 

Mr. Brand seconded the motion, which 
was passed unanimously. 

Mr. Pickwoad read the Report of the 
Council for the past year as follows:— 

M U N I C I P A L R E P O R T F O R T H E 

Y E A R 1 8 6 2 . 

THE prosent Municipal Council entered 
upon their duties at a season of general dis-
trust and uneasiness, when, in consequence of 
the threatening aspect of the Taiping Rebels, 
new powers were brought into existence for 
the protection of the Settlement. 

The energetic action taken this time last 
year, hv the Defence Committee, is so familiar 
to every one, that the Council need not refer 
to it in detail. The defences they erected 
and the works they recommended, have re-
ceived, since entrusted to their care, that 
attention from the hands of the Municipal 
Council, which the magnitude of the inter-
ests involved so obviously demanded. It 
remains only for the board to lay succinctly 
before the Land Renters the mode in which 
they have dealt with these interests, and to 
offer such suggestions for the future, as the 
experience they ; have acquired . in office 
would seem to entitle them to give. If it 
shall appear, after all, that the Council have 
left much to do, it will not be forgotten that 
much has been done—that this is a Foreign 
Settlement of no remote origin, and that a 
concurrence of circumstances, at this par-
ticular juncture, has led to its increase on a 
scale altogether disproportioned to the means 
at the disposal of the Council to control it. 

This fact was made so apparent, that, at a 
special meeting of Land Renters held 8th 
September last year, fresh powers were 
granted to the Council and a large increase 
to their staff voted. Acting upon this, your 
Council have appointed an Assistant Secre-
tary, a European Chinese linguist, and a 
collector of European taxes. That will lead 
to veiy beneficial results. 

Increase-of population.— T h e increase of 
the foreign population, more especially in 
the lower orders, within the last .12 months, 
has defied all the efforts of the Council to 
keep pace with it in police organization, 
and as many of these persons are known to 
be without any honest means of obtaining 
a living, several robberies have been com-
mitted, even within the Settlement, from 
which we have hitherto been exempt. But 
it is in the neighbouring district of Hong-
kew that a disorganized and even dangerous 
state of society is known to exist. To ob-
viate this difficulty, it was proposed to in-
corporate that district with this Municipa-
lity, giving to it all the privileges that were 
enjoyed here. Your Council, impressed 
with the identity of interests, unhesitatingly 
offëred to assume the responsibility; 'This 
object, which will probably ere long force 
itself disagreeably upon the holders of office, 
has been delayed from causes so well known, 
that your Council refrain from alluding to 
them, further than to remark that they have 
been wholly without their control. As it is. 

all that your Council have been able to 
effect in the way of improvement will be 
found in the existence of a skeleton police, 
which mnst be largely increased before the 
almost reign of terror, which now prevails 
there, can be dispelled. 

Police.—Council acting upon the authority 
given to them, at once indeuted for arms and 
accoutrements for 100 men, but feeling the in-
advisability of augmenting and recruiting 
their ranks from the only present source at 
command—the offcasts front the Mercantile 
Marine—they have only been enabled to 
raise the Force to its present strength, 69 
men. Your Council, however, looking for-
ward to the demands that they feel certain 
will be made upon their successors, hare 
assumed the responsibility of ordering En-
field Rifles, and other necessaries for 150 
men, which will arrive during the present 
year; and they have been led to believe that 
when the present pressure upon II. B. M. 
Forces here, shall have been relieved, the 
promise held out by General Sir John Michel 
of recruiting the ranks of the Force with men 
claiming or desiring their discharge from 
military service, will be redeemed. To meet 
the steady demand for recruits., your Council 
are of opinion that public attention should he 
directed to other sources. They learn that 
the Police in London, send out to Australia 
regular drafts of men, and they are informed 
that no difficulty would be expirienced in ma-
king similar arrangements for Shanghai. 
The scale of gratuities, which after much 
consideration, they have established for men 
entitled to retire from the service, is suffici-
ently liberal to secure the services of res-
pectable men. To meet this large additional 
expenditure, your Council directed their at-
tention to the existing taxes, which though 
they sufficed for the limited wants of other 
days, were quite inadequate to the present 
and prospective requirements of the Settle-
ment. They felt, too, that their distribution 
bore very unequally upon foreign renters, 
leaving the greater burthen to be sustained 
by a few, whilst the many escaped their 
responsibilities in part, or altogether. 

Imports and Exports.—-The present sys-
tem adopted, of obtaining returns through 
II. I. M. Customs, though unsatisfactory in 
itself, has raised this tax front 'l is. 14 000 to 
Tls. 3»,735 per annum. As the community 
extends, still further checks must be placed 
upon the unscrupulous, to ensure a fair divi-
sion of the responsibility, until the time 
arrives, when this tax may be abolished 
altogether. 

European House and Land Tax.— U p 
to the present time, this tax has been ga-
thered upon the old assessment of .1856, 
which amounted to little more than Tls. 
4,000 annually. To effect an alteration, a 

; Committee was appointed at the special 
meeting of Land Renters held on 8th Sep-
tember last, who have spared no trouble in 
discharging the important duties confided to 
them, and who are now prepared to place 
before you the result of their labors. From 
this source, it is calculated that an annual 
revenue of no less than Tls. 23,000 per an-
num may be relied on. 

Chinese House Tax-.—This tax, neces-
sitated by the vast inflex of native inhabitants 
to this settlement, will, it is calculated, some-
what exceed in amount Tls. 100,000 per 
annum. The Rev. Mr, Yates has been in-
defatigable in re-assessing the China houses, 
and from his intimate knowledge of the lan-
guage, the most beneficial results may be 
expected to follow. 

General Licensing Scheme.—This measure, 
which has from for some years past been an 
unprofitable item in our annual Municipal 
Reports, having been thwarted in another 
place, your counciJ have failed to establish, 
but, in lieu of the more perfect and compre-
hensive scheme, they have been compelled, 
from the very unsettled and even threatening 
state of affairs, to place all houses of public 
entertainment under control, and your coun-
cil have much pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the ready and timely support ottered them 
in affecting this, by all the consular agents 
residing here. Thirteen houses here, and 
seventeen in Hong-que have been opened 
under license, which yield a revenue of 
$ 6,000 per annum. The sampans, too, have 
been brought under control, and no less than 
one thousand three hundred and twenty-three 
boats have been numbered and licensed. This 
tax realizes 5,292 per annum. The system 
has also been extended to sedan chairs, plying 
for hire, of which one hundred and thirty 
have been licensed. Your council must leave to 
their successors the perfecting of this scheme, 
and the decision as to how far it may be 
extended without trenching upon those so-
cial landmarks laid down for the governance 
of all civilized communities in every part of 
the world. 

Whilst your council have to deplore their 
inability to perfect this long suggested mea-
sure, they learn with surprise that the local 
authorities have elaborated a scheme of tax-
ation, which they are seeking to enforce within 
this settlement, far more minute and com-
prehensive than that contemplated by the 
council; thus raising up an imperium in im-
perio that in its practical results, has already 
led to confusion and disorder. By Chinese 
authority, this foreign settlement has been 
divided into separate areas and farmed out 
to native proprietors of sedan chairs; whilst, 
by a fiat of the Municipal Council all mono-
polies in this regard, have been destroyed, 
and this occupation has been thrown open 
to general competition. Placed thus in di-
rect and open antagonism with the native 
rulers of the district, your council are un-
able to control the evils necessarily arising 
from this clashing of authority. 

The privilege of le vying taxes, virtually re-
nounced by them in 1854, when self govern-
ment within this concession was unreservedly 
ceded to the Municipal Body, no longer in 
the belief of the Council, resides in the Clii- j 
nese authorities, whose inability to afford : 
those advantages for which taxes are levied, 
is undisputed, and if submitted to, the exer-
cise of it by them, bids fair to terminate in 
hopeless confusion. It is no part of the duty 
of your Council to animadvert upon the ] 
conduct of others in authority upon this 
menacing assumption of a power that has 
long' since been abandoned, but as yout-

Council are a mixed Body and not respon-
sible to, or controlled by the representative 
of any one power,, however formidable, it 
is not difficult to foresee the defeat of the 
attempt, if the Land Renters are unanimous 
in adopting their: views and affording the 
council their support in opposing the pre-
tention. The opinion of this council on this 
mat ter, has been fully set forth in a circular 
letter dated 6th December and addressed to 
all the consuls of the treaty powers here, 
who for the most part, have subscribed to 
the views held by your council upon this 
subject. 

Roads <5- Drainage-. — Y o u r council ap-
pend a detailed statement drawn up by the 
superintendent of the public works on these 
subjects, as the best evidence of their desire 
to sustain and complete the suggestions 
made this time last year by the defence 
committee. To meet the immediate outlay 
consequent upon a comprehensive scheme 
for draining the whole settlement at once, 
the council advertized for a loan of Tig. 
133,000, called the Shanghai municipal 
10 per cent drainage loan, and Sinking fund 
at 10 per cent. The response to this appestl 
fell far short of their expectations, and a sunt 
of only Tls. 20,000 was realized. Neverthe-
less the council have steadily progressed in 
this important work as far as the means at 
their disposal would permit. To enume-
rate the difficulties that presented themselves 
in the furtherance of this work, from the 
want, not only of materials but of skilled and 
even ordinary labor, would occupy more time 
titan your Council have to spare, and call for 
the displityof more patience, than probably it 
would be reasonable to expect at your hands. 
Suffice it to say: in their anxiety to overcome 
the difficulties referred to, that no less than 
100 boats, and 500 men with a considerable 
quantity of treasure, have been captured and 
confiscated by the Rebels, into whose hands 
they have unhappily fallen. 

The new roads recommended by the Com-
mittee, on the old Race Course have been 
opened, and Chinese buildings are rapidly 
springing up in that locality. To meet the 
danger likely to arise from the damming up 
of the old net-work of water outlet there, 
upon the approach of the hot season, the 
Council have ordered open drains to be' 
constructed, as a part and parcel of the 
drainage scheme. These open drains would 
not only suffice to carry off the storm water 
from the surrounding land, but would be 
flushed with every tide, and thus save the 
community from the evils likely to arise from 
a collection of stagnant water. 

The following statement comprises the 
principal works in this department. 

ShaMoo Drain. 
Flagging, piling, building, &c., 345 cliang, 

3 feet by 5 feet, with a granite front at each 
end. Owing to alteration in line of excava-
tion 50 chang. 

Drains leading from Shakloo Drain. 
The one past dye house, a medium drain 

2 feet by 3 feet, 71 chang. 
Nanking Ro,\d in continuation of Maloo, 

137 chang. small drain, 
Canton. Road, one small drain, 12 obang. 
New street drain, medium 2 feet by 3 feet, 

126 chang, 
Iviangse Road, late Church street drain,; 

3 feet by 5 feet, 127 chang. 
Drains now in progress are:— 

1. In Kiangsoo Road, late RriJge street, 
medium. 

2. Smith Raid, medium. 
Small Drains, 

Are being put in all parts of the Settle-
ment. 

Public Latrine. 
Jetties, are;—Dent's, Hooper's and Rus-

sell's, and besides numberless repairs and 
alterations. 

Side Walhs are— 
One in Nankin Road. 
One in Hangchow do. 
One in Hankow do. 

New limitls are :—-
1. Continuation of llaugchow Road 150 

chang, .30 feet. 
2. Soochow Road, 400 chang, 30 feet. 
3. Sikh do. 387 „ 40 „ 
4. Nankin do. 165 „ 60 „ 
5. Foochow do. 74 „ 30 „ 

Buildings in progress, are :— 
One police Barrack, 100 feet by 30 feet, 

2 stories with nine rooms. 
Bunding Yang-king-pang creek with gra-

nite stone, 150 chang. 
Legal status of the Land Regulations.— 

Many persons have been induced to question 
the legality of our Land Regulations, and 
your Council would be unmindful of a press-
ing duty were they to pass over this subject 
in silence. They feel, in common with 
every one, that some definite understanding 
should be arrived at on the subject, as our 
existence as a community is, to a great ex-
tent, based upon them, and vast capital has 
been invested in property which rests al-
together on their faith. If they have been 
generally acknowledged and acted upon, i t 
requires 110 very great amount of legal in-
formation to pronounce them—in absence of 
any other enactments—to be as binding on 
English subjects, at least, as the common or 
unwritten Law of England is. 

Encroachments on Land surrendered to 
Public, use.—The Land Regulations have 
hitherto been a dead letter in regard to this 
important subject; partly from the fact, it is 
presumed, that before the Council had any 
permanent staff to attend to these matters, 
it escaped the notice < f preceding Councils, 
and partly, that, up to within a very recent 
period, our narrow thoroughfares have suf-
ficed for the ordinary wants of the place. The 
sudden and almost unexampled increase of 
the population, has shewn how desirable it 
will be that the Land Regulations, in this 
regard, should be strengthened. Your Coun-
cil, therefore, recommend that for the 
future it should be made compulsory on all 
persons intending to build within this settle-
ment, to give notice at the office of the 
Municipal Council of such intention, with 
plans of their proposed buildings, and there 
to receive the sanction of the Council for the 
same. 

Civil Engineer.—Your Council are glad 
to report that they have every prospect of 
obtaining the services of a competent civil 
engineer from home. In the meantime, 

hh' 
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your Council have received valuable . assis-
tance from .Mr., Carlisle, Superintendent of
Public Works, who being a stone mason .by
trade, and having had advantages . of long
training in a scientific portion. of II. .B. 'AI.
ArniV, has . shown. himself . quite equal
to present emergencies. + Your Council are
glad' to bear teetiniony to his intelligence And
assiduity in carrying out the work .entrusted
to him:. 'Hilt your Connell have desired to
make provision fin+ the comingday." -' ': '

Supply of liTater.--4n connexion With the
foregoing, your Council have been restrained
in the the prosecution of this all important
Matter, whether viewed in connection with
the health or personal comfort of the inhabi-
tants of the settlement. There can he 140
doubt, however, that with the control of

' -.competent professional skill, this great want
may easily be supplied.

Registration. if Land: Your Council
cannot do better, in regard to this important
matter, than to lay before the Land -Renters
copy of a letter, covering -memoranda on the
same subject from the ,icommittee.appointed
to assess European houses and land within.
this Concession, and to.reconiniendit-to your
favourable consideration. , .- ' -' ' : ' .. '. -

Partpffice:At the' spetieVirieeting of
Land Renters held onAhe 8th 'September
last, a proposal from the Post Master Gene-

.. ral of -Hongkong was submitted by the1
, qp Council, and with some reluctance adopted

provisionally by the meeting. It Was to the
effect that the community should contribute
tile sum of $2,500 for one year towards the
support of the Shanghai Branch of the Post

-': ' Office; in returns for which the Council
Were to have the power to exercise a-local
control °Ter the management of the Post
Office, by which arrangement they hoped to
have been able to increase the usefulness Of

- the establishment and render it -tin aid in-
stead of hindrance to business. It wits further
agreed that the revenue to be derived from
time local mails which- would be brought to
the Post Office, so soon as the establishment
Was placed on such a. footing of 'efficiency
as to ensure ' prompt delivery of the letters,
Should pa sS -to' the :credit of the municipal
Council in reduction of their annual contri-
bution of S 2,500 with an efficient staff, and
a penny postage on allmails sent into the of-
fice here for delivery, the Council felt con-
&lent that consignees of vessels bringing
'hails would gladly have availed theniselVes
of the+use . of the Post,

Office'
and a large

revenue would have Accrued from a source'
heretofore entirely unproductive,fbr it is
notorious that, of the Aggregate correspon-
dence'arriving . in Shanghai from the coast
and river, a small fractions only at present
goes through the Post Office. :-

Your Conned 'regret to have to report
that the instructions: issued ,by. the Post
"Aiaster.General of Hongkong - to the pack-
et agent here have utterly defeated :their
plans, the Post- Office..-refuSing .-Carry out
the vie.w :of the:flouncil exe,eptin,As regards'
" Town Letters," a branch of 7-Post Office
'work never Contemplated-When the arrange'-
inent was made last August.1,'Tlie resitalij
that thegreat "inass.Of Chriespendenee Cein'
tinues to be Managed; -"with-Out the interven-
tion of the Post Office, and the comtnithity.
of Shanghai +are'burdermd with the". pitythent.
of );-$ 2,500 for the .year-tO .support:aninati-
tution which' is useless to thent,-and- are
deprived: of the large- revenue which Would
inevitably accrue were the Post Office placed
at the disposal of the public on :the terms
stipulated

The correspondence on this subject is on the
table, and the Council have only fitrther to
sdd that they have beel-teomPelled to notify
the Postmaster General that his portion of
the agreement having fallen, through, ' the
Council consider themselves absolved from
4,13, further obligation in the matter, and
elaim the refund of the moiety of:the:yearly
Contribution which has been already paid:

Proposed inmrporatiou of the district north
,. ...f the Soochow creek "with- this -Settlement.
` The social ' State of the +So-called 'Ariterican

ettlement, north of the Soochow, ,creek, has
12,een a source-Of ihneh ttheaSiness 'tti'.yotir
,-ouncil, arising- -chiefly from the great' iii-

ix of the lower orders of foreign people,
!who, doubtless are attracted there by the
"Inparative innimnity enjoyed by thent from
l'el. a 'ice an other surveillance... Neither life
°r property can be considered Safe '-within its
liruirs at the present period ; and experience
h...,as taught your Council that every corning
's'Y tends moat materially to augment the evil.
Obstaclei have ihterfered to Prevent the
l',Inetion of the two districts, Which your
-'0uncii- never contemplated, and are unable

,t°, control, They do not however tbink the
(,,T,'ffieulties in the way of the incorporation

, any mean a inahrmountable, and do not
'°I.Ibt that by the joint action of their- sue-
ressors and the owners of property More.
"Pecially interested; the' powers of this Mu-.
Iticipality !Any at no 'ffistatif date be extended

,' 41 the desired direction. "": 'H'
.

Pinarice-s----.YOur -Council beg tOsiihrilit 'a
It'alance Sheet of the Receiptand'Expendir
tire of the past year. These will fully bear
?tit the staternent of your Council- in regard
,,La the Startling increaSe'of both' the foreign:
','''d native population; since thelast annual
'oeeting of land renters.", - ' '.--: -

ti The Council have been enabled to pay 'off
t IC balance of the 'Blind ' Loan -amounting;
°gether with interest, to Tls. 6677.19."

The estimated income for the coming year,
3'

'1

Council have .fixed as follows: ,':

.hines - H e '' Tax Tls - - -1,1, e ous . .. 100.000
Vropean do. & :Land 'do. - - - - 23.000
L'.

harfage- Dues
Icence.fees

40.000
8.000

171.000
1,The expenditure for'the,same perhid,

canlId
With' ally regard to'cOrrec Mess, be -es tintat-

,

Seeretarf lutYing officially hail-hated
e',-; Your ;COttneil- hie ihtehtion to reSian his
tyPointment at the Board,* the end of the
b4rretat 'half year, yell& Wined leave' to the
Te,w Pmotird the duty of epptiinting a sue,essor.

Ii

Are
einohiments' attached to the 'office, at

- sent, are not, in the opinion of the Council,

t
1.amensitrate with the largely increased
ii,1ea required of the Seeretary to this Mu-

and they have no doubt this will
5°11 WeOfte'Vparent to the gentlemen who

No. 663 --Ann,. 1 1. 1863.1

1

may compose the Council for the official 'year
next ensuing.

HENRY TURNER, Chairman
A. MICHIE;'-

JAMES COCK, Treasurer.
Shanghai, 31st March, 1863.1',' '

.S11 A GR IC, 191h'111,:irelt,.
II' Ty-mean: Esq -

Chairinan Municipal ,

have the honor to transmit here:
witlCour list of Assessments On land anll.Foreign
Buildings in the lirimiCs .of the British Concession.
At the same time we have ,to express our regret
that the document is necessarily very imperfect
SI d incomplete, owing Co the confused state of
the records connected with lanai here, and the
impossibilitv of identifying, many lots by the
very vague and indefinite boundaries' described
in the records at Our disposal.

We can only hope that mu labors may be of
.some present value to the Cotim'i but we trust
they will also prove of sonic ultimate advantage
to tine conniontityt, in shoving the necessity for
.a proper survey of the settlement by competent
:professional persons, and for Organizing, seine
more intelligible System of land registration
than -tie resent exista.:: ye are strongly of
topiniiiarlith unless sottrelietter peatii of nit in
tificamien"be -Shortly adepted in reference both'
to the .original registration of lend- and the
numerous subelh'isions continually eceurring,
the land records will soon be in the most hope-
less mid dangerous state, of .confusion, and we
strongly urge the teuneil to take sonic im-
mediate step towards lewsenitig the evils which
our somewhat laborious researches in the land
records thew us CO already exist, and to be daily
increasing. We append to the !hit a few re-
marks and suggestions, which may he of use to
the Council, end -have only further to mention
that great delay in the completion of our task
has arisen from the difficulties of identifying the
localities of many lots where owners are not
residentin the settlement sWe have the honor
to be sir, your obedient servants,

W. 1-1 VAC HER,
T. BANBURY,- .

C THORNE.
S, RAWSON.
J. KEARNY RODGER,
BARNES DALLAS.

MetioitAXimm TO ACCoMVANY. AinESSMSNT:

Localitie., of Lots -Owing to the itnpossibili-
EY of obtaining seen rate information. front the
Agents or representatives of absent Owners, the
committee have at times been obliged to assume
what they suppose to be the proper situation of
some lots, and it may be foto., that there are
occasional mistakes, from this cause.

Unknown Lots. Nos 126, 161, 237, 262,359,
and 397. the Committee can Obtain TIO informa-
tion abriut at present and must leave the Ma-

( /dicers to ascertain localities. Mr Wills'
lots also. cannot he described by his Agents
here, and have consequently not been assessed,
or placed in the accompanying List, .

. Rentals Where no Rental is stated, the
Committee, assume the property to be in the
occupation of Chinese tenants. or to be . unoc-
cupied by buildings of any .kind at all rentals
stated by the 'Conn-41446e are .Foreign occupied

"prennises. a otit]e,,is taken of Chinese Rentals.:
linen nCan teep.i40061'LeiS ,11 the kits re,,-

giStereiriM the 'Aim:HI:an I onsubate reqffire
identification, which the Comniritee'ivere. not in
'a positien to furnish °Wing to the 'idiperfect,
state oft he Land Records. ifefet'af 'properties
were Mund to be registered' twice" over CO differ-
ent Owners, 111111 in other instumnces. it is believed
title deeds have .been taken out in the British
Consulate, without being cancelled in the
.smeriean

Should any Lots be discovered in the British
Concession. not included in this List. the Com-
mittee will affix a valuation on receiving particu-
lars of the locality, though in most instances,
the value of adjoining Lots, may be taken as a
standard. '

11 words in pencil and alterations in Red Ink,
s'hould be properly filled in, and the calculations
(which wereaomewhat , hurriedly made) should
Inc checked, before beiug acted on.

W. H. VA11ER,
C,'THOILNE,
S. RAWSON,
t,ARNES DALLA9,

'T. IIANBURY.
J. KEARNY. RODGER..

(No. 29) PACKKT AGENCY,
811A,GRAI, th March, 1863.

STR,Having just observed your Advertise-
inept in the North-China Herald, I take tint
earliest opportunity of informing you that your
notice does not coincide with the instructions
am prepared to obey. as thus

To, a Letters.I have been made distinctly -
to understand are such as may be-sent by you
for instance to Messrs. Dent & Co. here, and
upon Letters of this description only does the
rate of one penny per half ounce hold good.

Letters from the "River. Northern, Japanese
and other ports are not included in the above,
and will as before he charged at the rate of four
pence per half ounce.

These are what I understood to be the charges
as conveyed in the Letter to Mr. Baker. and as
pointed out to me by Mr. Michell peirsonally.-- .

I remain, sir, your obedient servant.
J. 1. MARTIN,,
- 'Pucker :Agent.

w ortht iEq.,
Sec etary

(Copy) ' Commit Room,
March 24th. 1803.

R.-Under direction of the Municipal
Councit,,,Lde myself the honor to enclose copy
Of a letter L have received from Mr. Martin, frcm
which it would appear that tine I ouncil are as
distant as ever from the 'prospect of securing the
advantages that the .:Board conceives to be
legitimately:within their control.

A systmn of Letters!' as understood.
by you, the Coutieil never 'contemplated; pc..
sack a \villa has 'no existence.,

'After a cafeful. consideration of your views,
.

gathered from your correspondence With' this
office. the-Count:Brie led to -believe that, in
objecting to their system -of A pentir postiti;'e
upon letters -.:arriving s.0 this port -by . pri rite
vessels. yea .are hampering yoursFlf.wich British
neetel n t ..iilnntnniins n huh Were ,neyer centem-.
plated ta a tinily to title qair doh' ot the' (Mini ni iene,
of the Entiperor of 'China,Where Foreign?' rest-
dente, 'meter stifferatice.' Mire peril-dried by the
native anthorities to make stIch. rules -and re-
gulations for the delivery of letters arriving here.
front ontoorts..liaving no:Post office A gee ts. as
seeM Most adapted:to their ;local .reouirelnenta

Consignees,..or ": Loose 7. letters daily arrive
here by private vessels, Which are now rei/plarly
tuiverasol tont left for' distribution by: private
hands, the control of which the Council could
command where their plan of a penny postage
applied _to them. These letters cm only be

recognized by the Packet Agent here by acci.
deia or by common report. as Sea or'riverletierS,
a nd cuunnstqtncln t ly n cell not ,of necesei ty he Kilda
to the established rule of to. each 2,;9 laid down.
by yourself

rF he Co tt 'lei I a re utter1Y at 'd Toss to eOlieeive
how t he realization of one stimittityyripoirdetterst,
which ,flyer have been and; never wi4l:J:1)e giyeur
Over Co the PostThifee.,cuitoithet inlprferse with
the regulations or rev unties of the-biwarial Post
Office in 'Hongkong.. . r

Be that as it may ;sit only remains for'sne,'
new, in obedience to the commands have re-
Ceived from the 111unicipal Council. to notify to
you the determination of the Beard M withhold
any further payments on behalf of W ffepartment
from which they have derived no additional
benefits, es well as to demand the repayment of
the sum of Si 1,250 already advaneed on the
faith of an engagement which the Council 'con-
tend has not been kept on the part of the Hong--
kong Government-I have the honor to be,
Sir, your obedient. servant
(Signed) EDWIN PIcNwo AT),

Sectetary Municipal Council
To the

Post Master General,
Hongkong

Constem Boost,
'jyrrriir?*:. 2 iSt.

To .'the-
,

cm directed by tha.k.unicipal
in acknowledging the receipt ofyour letter of time
loth Ntv , last, to bring under your censidermiti,.
the highly unsatisfactery working of the Pest
tiffice here. iihich. in the opinion. of ."the Board,
is traceable to the defective arrangements made
by the Hongkong Government for it main-
tenance.

I am directed to observe, that you appear from
your letter of the 10th Nov. altogether to have
been under a misapprenhension of the wishes
and intentions .of the Counuil in :regard to their
determinaton to affix a penny- postageen a certain
Class of letters arising in Shanghae. for diatribe-
don .

. In the first olace,. the Council beg,to call. Vollr
attention to the fact, that very feW. letters 'from
the North of China or from Japan find'their way
El) the Post Office -at all. and Clint it was with ho
intention of interfering either with reverie or-,
expenditure of the General ,Post Office, that they
proposed to collect an impost on all lettere (hither-
to delivered by private bands) arriving, heie. in:
private Vessels The Council Moe,- heeit-etilled
upon to subsidize. the Postal liemeinueitler this
p1 Ice with a view of increasing its staff and ena-
bling the Packet Agent, with Hs little .delay, as
possible, to distribute all letters sent CO lds
office by private hands .for the foreign Residents.
This impost of one penny must not be'eonsitlered,
to include letters arrivinghere from your Agents
at other ports.

With this the Council do not wish to interfere
in anyway. All that they claim to dc-js toinake
use of the Post Office staff for tine delieern on the
spot letters sent to them .frout the spat, for that
porta.). Letters of this description' are in the
opinion of the "Conned' entirely beyaini your
control.

The Council. therefore. desire me distinct'y to
give you to :understand, that they eonteniplate
an individed action over all such letters; and
that any oppositien on the pert of the Hong-
kong ,Goverlinienf reit:4411;1We Aler;;":

Ite lookeirni/oit. tial..0:7,breach,..on
their part,t,f the engagement regettlyeencluded
between' the Hinigkoing G' Qv erninent ann d the tn-
selves As it is, they have' paid; itt ad vinnee. in
addition to 'the heavy- postal revenues ("U tile' place,
SS 1250, for which' no . equivalent whatever has
liken afforded

The Post Office. after a Those of some months,
Is as bad, if not worse, than ever.

This state of things, the Council fee1,1s. to be
attributed in a great measure to the want of
loeal knowledge of the Hongkong Government,
in sanctioning turn outlay of £250 only for an
assistant ; an amount not simply inadequate to
the duties required, but equally out of keeping
with the requirements for the obtaining thoordi-
nary necessaries of life lnere. Hasty a bunion
men t of the office by your first nominie, was the
inevitable resin) t.

The'Couneil have much pleasure in ..b.caring
te dummy to the assiduity intik attention,- of , Mr.'
Baker, but single handed, .4 eattno, bp tstyeele4

that he, will be ...enabled to itiarigitratOtherefortn,so
loudly calledier ton' all side,S,',.and withtintWiShing-,
Cu) interfere vrith the eXperiffitiirO.OfieiMillepart-

' ment ; time Board cannot ber'point on C' more
liberal salaries' given to others here. as likely at
no distant period: to deprive time department of
au efficient and painstaking officer,

I have the honer tot.,
Sir;

. Your obedient servant.
(Signed). EDWLN pICKWOAO,

. Seerel.ary Municipal :Council,

MUNICIPAL; ORIN IL FtNANCE.
Balance Sheet for Year ended

March 1863.

To Balance received from
Treasurer of last Council
6th May 1862,
Drainage. Loan
Temporary do. (from Agra
Bank), ... ..
Chinese , subscriptioar, t
touza
Mr. Ramsbottom's loan
repaid,
Mr. Rogers loan repaid,
Reward fund (standing at
credit).
Total revenue for year
ending 31st March 1863 , .

Total,....

Dependencies at Credit

Chinese Taxes, to 31st
Dec 1862 uncollected esti-
mated,
Frontages on,Shakloo.....
Foreign House and Land
Tax for 1862 on old Asst
Due by Taite Treasurer, ..
From resitient.4 in Hong.
for thim i summits at' holt-
rine station.:.
I Me by Ttioatiti:foriYhal,
fagetinee, ... .

I

By total expendi-ure tOr the
year ending 3 st Mar 1863
Cash Balance,

Total
JAMES ClicK,,

Treasurer:
Shanghai, 31st Marm h, 1863.

3,878 26

.43100.00,

.1.1,0001.06,

". 300 09
180 0.)

.611.25

89.395,53

138.465.04

5,000 00
3,000.00

4,500 00
Loco oo

4;833 40,

OW' (10

21,833.46

1,31030 82
.43,434 22.

138.465 04

MUNICIPAL cOtirsult. FiSAN ,

For the,fYearCononencedIst April 1862'

.and' ended '3 1st March 1863.; +,

-Ps-oP44'.

whsrfage,, Dues, to:,.....31-st

Chinese llotiee. and` Laind
T. to 31st lIce. 1862_ ..
Eurol'ean [Ionie and fain.1
Tax colleeted.duting 1862.
being for last .six mouths
of 1861, .......

Licenses.

Sampan.
Sedan I hairs, .1'
Spirit Shops, . .*

Balance of Expenditure
over Income,

Total,.

E:xrc.I9rr,Fas,

Police
Head Quarters,''
Louis Station
Ilongque

Roads.' ' "
Inspector of Roads aad
N uisances, salaries and
sundry work done,

Jetties.
New Jetties and repairs,

Drainage.
Shakloo. Ketangsoo road.
Keangse road, and sundry
small drains.

Office establishment.
Salaries
Petty Expenses,

Flood gate on !Vence Creek
Pail for Defence com -
mittee,

Interest
Paid Library, Bund and
Drainage Loans,
Bund Loan repaid hind
instalment, . . ...

Paid first instalment Hong-
kong office,

Total Expenditure,..,

1,71256
295 21/
851.25

32,383.10
8,389 74
4,83:3.46

..4060

43,615 63

.1,160,68

2,83901

40,615:29

1.30,030.82

45,606 30
, ,

35.648.76

4,44301

25,741.66

6,754.64
1,002.94

1,atio.on

2,334.76

6,000.00

993 75

Tla, 130 030.82

MES- COCK,

,Treasurer..

Mr. Dent proposed that the Report of
the lastrCorincil with -the .,accounts, just
read to the meeting be adopted and pub-
lished.

Mr. P. "H; Underwood aeconded the
motion which was carried unanimously.

Mr. Turner rose and said;orte of not the
least onerolus and itnportant.duttes of the
Municipal, c orined:bn retiring 'from- offie,e,
Was to ficnishthe'meeting with a list of'
fit and eligible persous who ,were,Willing
to act as their successors. 'The difficul-
ties the present'.board had encountered
in this respeet had been-great :; and they
would, he believed, be increased, evey
year in consequence Of the heavy respon-:
sibilities and duties attached to Munici-
pal Office in this growing Community.
He was, however, he was happy to say,
provided with the names of seven who
would, he believed form a good and aide
Council for the current year, and he beg:.edto propose therefore' the following.
Gentlemen as Municipal Councillors for
the year 1803-64 and was seconded by
Mi Medhuut Macns II W. Dent It
trand, G. F. Heard, J. It. Rodg.ers D.

Wieters andJ. Cock.
The new Council were then balledett

-for i and the votes appeared a:s-followg':
Mn. Cock, 37, mr. Reid, 35, Mr. Brand',
84, Mr. Dent, 33, Mr. Heard. 27, Mr.
Rodgers, 27, Mn'. Wieter, 20, Mr. Han-
bury, 6, Mr. Porter, 5, .pr. Alabaster,
4, Mr. Dow, 3, Mr. Underwood, 3, Mr.,
Forbes, 3, Mr. Carter, 0, Mr. :Cunning.-
liatn, 3, Mr. J. Tfrorne, 2, *Mr. May, 1,
Mn'. Lent, 1, Mr. Fitzroy, 1.

, Mr. TURNER said the meeting would
have gathered from the Report just read
that the Municipality was much in want
of funds. Drain and Road making in it
place like Shanghai, where the materials
Ni,ere so expensive, was very costly work,

."411.g8 , as the ,estimitte of the , ensumg

.year's income was.. in cemparison
Rainer years, the money would all be
wanted and more too. Now he thouglit
that, as the Foreign Property in the,
settlement had been so ridiculously -under
estimated for taxing. purposes during the
last few years, die meeting ,woold. agree
with him, that it would only be fair and
right to allow the new,. Assessment,'
which affixed something, like 'a proper
value to Foreign }Tongs and land, to
come into operation retrospectively. for.
1802 : the collection .of the . House. an
Land Tax for last year having: been
lived with this object.: He proposed.
then : . -,

That tl.te,, Fore gni mkt Land$
T.'oi for: the pastry 1862 be- Collected
plitt.the-,:toriv.a0sessinott..
....,,ThiS'metItitt,Vas. 'seconded' 'by 'Mr..
i'ifininiiro and .eafried .ungriimooSty,"-

'tine

Jp.a nifit.tfT of7:the . Resolution. lie
now "t0

the + eport, but the Coinicit 'reo4fitied-
the question of encroachments on
thoroughfares to which it Ii id veference,
as so iMportant, that tines thought itI
Letter to obtain the, lentil:nerds of 'the
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,Land Retitils hi. " ft-sepitrate'. a lid,: -t-IiiStin c t
fort n. The idihneil +hal+ had P.' At, diffi-

, . .... .

..cillties..,tturing..their k'Clir of .oflii-fe in edif'-',..:-
tetidirigAgoi'4..ParfieSi".t-ilti',eiliglifi, to

t..: rea tie.- ii iltili'ilfYtlYinS.-. nr' ell.);1-,tii-rilliN.,kit.4.- 0ii..".7.'

:tile Publ1c-Iti1;nia.,;:fliti;.;*CPtS ^ 31-s' i;tife''
ilusti-in-Ces!..-ti.OT.,Iiirti,4.*4..,',..foii,,,i, zandv,it. -

vrifi:ared ...,t'hat,- -..t.lic,::::-..t,ami, -,1i12,1,.1itions.
'were li of. ...$1-,dflci.,,;o:t1:1;7:,: .ei,plidt, ...,(in.

lit 'till t.:: 'I'lip ,:, 0 to i ii c. ir., '-1'7.' e re . "`.. Ill ikl4I1.-3,,..761..
n..11. M : 1 fo'ils,ii: Ali '',41' ..t-ll'i.ii..i,t-) fOr.,, cife,... '41'

,S11-ggestiati:"that irstotialti 14.1. Iiihd mil tindinr
'Ott all Persoas'jaloilif:40 iiiii1.1, to pint-Mee',
'their plain,. at the,...,;coli-teil.,- Room: ter the
inspection of .tlie,Stiperiintentlentot"..'Pablic.,?;.
.1,Vorits, that any conteinplatetl'iic.Vttnill-,'
tentiontil enel+iittetilitelit ringttliO-defeOttit:',",",,..:
and strip1ed'pri0i: to itS:beilig,',eil.i.,aed: ()a:
A ctim..,,. on tii-ta'all-Orgestitin-,- lie begged to
prepose :

final "and tilto:t1,tisc-d4te.,'Ifsons ..titern, o tut t Inn..age_ . . .

-within the limits .of. this 'Stiff,474ti,tittf':-.141.i'
fpq ifirei tti.
Cotincil
to pro.dliPa
and, ti1).1.».ovill',,of :0..liPfe1intelV?
Public Works withthe,Yiew,:te'PreYelit-'.,:'`
encroachments On the Pnblie'tifortiii0.&''''
fares.

This motion Waaseconded by Mr. Raid.;
ea rri ed 1151 rI ii int 0ItSly::

iki. G. F. CA RT ft proposed and Mr..;.,
Dow Seconded.

That a vote of thanks be given tattle
retiring ColiticiI for the it tle.itpdo energe tie
nitumer iii Whielt theY have discharg-ed
their ard non.: duties ditrilig, their-term -of
office. -

Pas,etir the
Chairman of the Sittideipal
briefly yettirtied thanks,

.

"tim HANBURY rd se, sard thatine.
tlo Hod, tit itioSt desirable. tifit.t. the
Of the Settlement Isnow+ri lisAining-tpie
should be incorpora teil ivntlitsttt- -dela y,
allti tie pla'ced under Altuticilial' atitho- ;
ri ty. It wis every . tlittInore apparent
that stringent measures ;:wtittlelere"long
be recptired to preserve nriler.there.; 'and'
if some snit:dile -string .-V.Yere not taken,
the evil Would. Make itStilf-iittpleas.antly
felt even itiniS' side
Of the etnek. -"At pre:Seat, flits imptirtint:tt,..--ic'
part of the Settlement- was in danger Id..
being moch ij tired .want ...of
per roads being cut resideiltS
build i ng their lionises' in many, i its hinces
Wi tl I 011 t any 'regat1'ml-tO'fin#.1Wiliits..of the.
p]] hl 0 in, .tliis-respect,....ire tyerefare

Tioit, the newly. elected Council, he .

recommended' to use every- eiertion'to
IllC ry in to effect 'tile' ie'.oiuinonl.,-j$8.ed.,

at the hat tonimil locating i.elative ta-.; -
the incorporation of Hotig--qtie into 'the
pr,seit t settlement, aud,J,to mike Mich.::
alteration' thia.e as, if folind
secure either partially or wholltithat
desirable end. Mr. Michie aecondeddite,;,-

. Mr. PicKlYcAti said it was not -WW1
a view of offering opposition to =any .
measure that might conduce.to.the .

,fitre of Hong-que thatlie,desired,to Make,
,

:a few reartrlts, ,lzitt, in thc,,position
which lie,stoodl,it'tdglit be stiposed
WIIS better able to form au- OpilliOn in re-
gard to its wants., than
not bestowtid'equaltatteritiont011ie-Einixi',.'",';1
ject. All were ''agreed that 'the "tinie
;Arrived, when some. measure for the
amelioration 0"f.-its condition- shonid,:'''ha
carried. But inert ,ditlePed: as ,to whak
thitt mea sure 2shettli1 be
Ii ad. some conversation. sith the U S ,
Consul netirlt1Welwr -Month's' :10' oh" the
suhject ; and, .7eyen.then, it was a matter .''

for consideration, witether it should not
lin allowed to :atand by itself. ,The
sequent unpitralleied: _increase of' this.- 7,
place, fully ebtivinced +him ; that it con-
tamed 'Safficent vitality within itself tO-'
be able to form i a'separate and indepen-
dent municipality, It did not, at,present,
contain either tlie w.ealth or iatelligencel'of.,
-this Settlement-three years Ento'', b'ut he
wigs satisfiet :far grefiter, rey antic

. .

could be obtained,from it, for
maintertanee, thin v its dravvil frOth
settlement attliat period. 11felt certain, -

that the amalgamation of that district with
this: under existing ci1cutnstanee8,..WOuld
Prove a ,drog tadtts, whilst ,ityinald
t.) procure for the .'residents there, thos
ad va ntages, which nothing 'brit conStgat
and .. active' ,sriperViSltia.:. could oiaiirai:

was. as anxious ns-any, one couldibe:',
to procure .11.1utlicilfal :government 'for.
'Hong-que, nub deieired -dint thes.e
:shonld not lie Ctinsiileted.as being ,4e,ratt.
in in situ it oftifiposition taanyviell defin. J:
'-ed'-'measare for:its.relief;

,61,14J4 4191 Pr? el4i1q8.14O'T-t.
014114 ,.coin tenuity'.
Hong.-qati itt hi-ti "tOpinical.having
Sidficierit' watglit-"Or ithportiniCe
oij 'a separate municipal governinent

"add, most of the .property: Was owned
bv, 'those .,'Airere, .resident.::-.,Ori this

tho fi;b4+miOrm,-,,heitig,:pit; it Was:.+cats.!:;
fled by a small ,majtirityi The proceiktbr'.'
jugs termitlated-,,,With'a.--voto of f.ilankfi...
to the Gloip-Min.,

'
Aieretar#.
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your Council have received valuable assis-
tance from Mr. Carlisle, Superintendent of 
Public Works, who being a stone mason by 
trade, and having had advantages of long 
training in a scientific portion of II. B, M. 
Army, has shown himself quite equal 
to present emergencies. Your Council are 
glad to bear testimony to his intelligence and 
assiduity in carrying out the work entrusted 
to him. But your Council have desired to 
make provision for the coming day. 

Supply of Water.—In connexion with the 
foregoing, your Council have been restrained 
in the the prosecution of this all important 
matter, whether viewed in connection with 
the health or personal comfort of the inhabi-
tants of the settlement. There can be nó 
doubt, however, that with the control of 

"Competent professional skill, this great want 
may easily he supplied. 

Registration of Land: — Your Council 
cannot do better, in regard to this important 
matter, than to lay before the Land Renters 
copy of a letter, covering memoranda on the 
same subject from the committee appointed 
to assess European houses and land within 
this Concession, and to recoinmeud-it to your 
favourable consideration. 

Post Office:—At thé special meeting of 
Land Renters held on the 8th September 
last, a proposal from the Post Master Gene-
ral of Hongkong was submitted by the 
Council, and with some reluctance adopted 
provisionally by the meeting. It was to the 
effect that the community should contribute 
tjie sum of $2,500 for one year towards the 
support of the Shanghai Branch of the Post 
Office; in return for which the Council 
V'ere to have the power to exercise a local 
control over the management of the Post 
Office, by which arrangement they hoped to 
have been able to increase the usefulness of 
the establishment and render it an aid in-
stead of hindrance to business. I t was further 
agreed that the revenue to be derived from 
Wie local mails which would be brought to 
the Post Office, so soon as the establishment 
Was placed on such a footing óf efficiency 
as to ensure prompt delivery of the letters, 
should pass to the credit of the municipal 
Council in reduction of their annual contri-
bution of $ 2,500 with an efficient staftj and 
a penny postage on all mails sent into the of-
fice here for delivery, the Council felt con-
fident that consignees of vessels bringing 
mails would gladly have availed themselves 
°f the use of the Post Office, and a large 
Revenue would have accrued from a source 
heretofore entirely unproductive,—for it is 
Notorious that, of the aggregate correspon-
dence arriving in Shanghai from the coast 
8!>d river, a small fraction only at present 
goes through the Post Office. 

Your Council regret to have to report 
that the instructions ' issued by- the Post 
blaster General of Hongkong to the pack-
et agent here have utterly defeated1 their 
plans, the Post' Office refusing to carry out 
t'le view of the Council excepting as regards 

I'own Letters," a branch of Post Office 
Work never contemplated when the arrange-
ment was made last August: -' Tlie result' is-' 
tj 'at the"great mass of correspondence con-1 

tuiues to be managed without the interven-
tion of the Post Office, and the community 

Shanghai are bürdend with the payment 
2,500 for the year to support an insti-

tution which is useless to theili, and are 
yeprived; of the large revenue which would 
'»evitably accrue were the Post Office placed 
a t the disposal of the public on "the terms 
stipulated 

The correspondence on this sub ject is on the 
table, and the Council have only further to 
;"-d that they have been-compelled to notify 
the Postmaster General that his portion of 
'he agreement having fallen through, the 
Council consider themselves absolved from 
*»>' further obligation in the matter, and 
c'uim the refund of the moiety of the yearly 
Contribution which has beeil already paid: 

Proposed incorporation of the district north 
2(the Soochow creek with this Settlement. 
t h e social state of the so-called American 
Settlement, north of the Soochow creek, has 
keen a source of much uneasiness to your 
council, arising chiefly from the great in-

of the lower orders of foreign people, 
"ho, doubtless are attracted there by the 
Comparative immunity enjoyed by them from 

oliee and other surveillance. Neither life 
?.r Propertv can be considered safe within its 
."nits at the present period; and experience 

as taught your Council that every coming 
,®y tends most materially to augment the evil. 
. bstacleo have interfered to prevent the 
Junction of the two districts, which your 

J°Uncil never contemplated, and are unable 
ƒ control. They do not however think the 

- ^'"lenities in the way of the incorporation 
^f any means insurmountable, and do not 

°Ubt that by the joint action of their suc-
c o r s and the owners of property more 
specially interested, the powers of this Mu-

, } lciPality may at no distant date be extended 
1 the desired direction. 

i Finances.—Your Couhefl beg to submit a 
glance Sheet of the Receiptsjiand Expendi-
(l

 e of the past year. These will fully bear 
the statement of your Council in regard 

. 'he startling increase of both the foreign 
li, '.lative population, since the last annual 

^?ting of land renters. 
{1 I he Council have been enabled to pay oft' 
. e balance of the Bund Loan amounting, 

«ether with interest, to Tls. 6677.19. 
j.^Ihe estimated income for the coming year, 
,?l,lr Council have fixed as follows: 
j 'Hese House Tax Tis. - - - 100.000 
.. >pean do. & Land do. " „ - - - - 23.000 

Ï . harfage Dues - - 40.000 
cence fees - - - - - - - - - - 8.000 

^ The expenditure for the same period, 
^ t with iihy regard to correctness, beesti 

j0 ' he Secretary having officially intimated 
a your Council his intention to resign his 
^Pointinent at the Board, at the end of the 
he r e n t half year, your Council leave to the 

Roard the duty óf appointing a successor, 
emoluments attached to tlie office, at 

*e>.t, are not, in the opinion of the Council, 
^'"ensurate With the largely increased 

jije-,es required of the Secretary to this Mu-
So 'l 's'ity; and they have no doubt this will 

11 become apparent to the gentlemen who 

171.000 
c a n -

estimat-

may Compose the Council for the official year 
next ensuing. 

HENRY TURNER, Chairman 
A. MICHIE; 

JAMES COCK. Treasurer. 
Shanghai, 31st March, 1863. 

SHANGHAI«, 19/A MARCH, 186.3. 
I I T C H S K B . E s q 

Chairman Municipal Council, 
SHANGHAI • 

SIK ,—We have the honor to t ransmit here-
with .our list of Assessments on land and Foreign 
Buildings in the limits of the British Concession. 
At the same time we have to express our regret 
tha t the document is necessarily very imperfect 
ai d incomplete, owing to the confused s tate of 
the records connected with land here, and the 
impossibilitv of ident i fying many lots by the 
very vague and indefinite boundaries described 
in the records at our disposal. 

W e can only hope that our labors may be of 
some present value to the Council, but we trust 
they will also prove of some ult imate advantage 
to the community, in shewing the necessity for 
a proper, survey of the set t lement by competent 
professional persons, and for organizing some 
more intelligible system of land registration 
than at present exists W e a re strongly of 
opinion that unless some bet ter i neuns of iden-
tification be 'shortly adopted ill reference both 
to the original registration of land and the 
numerous subdivisions continually occurring, 
the land records will soon be in the most hope-
less and dangerous state of confusion, and we 
strongly urge the Council to take some im-
mediate step towards lessening the evils which 
our somewhat laborious researches in the land 
records shew us to already exist, and to be daily 
increasing. W e append to the list a few re-
marks and suggestions, which may be of use to 
the Council , and have only fu r the r to mention 
that grea t delay in the completion of our task 
has arisen from the difficulties of identifying the 
localities of many lots where owners are not 
resident in the set t lement *—We have the honor 
to be t i r , your obedient servants, 

W . H V A C H E R , 
T . H A N B U R Y , 
C T H O R N E . 
S R A W S O N . 
J. KB A l t NY R O D G E R , 
B A UN l i s D A L L A S . 

MEMORANDUM TO ACCOMPANY ASSESSMENT 
LIST. 

Localities of Lots —Owing to the impossibili-
ty of obtaining accurate information, f rom the 
Agents or representatives of absent Owners, the 
committee have at times been obliged to assume 
what they suppose to be the proper situation of 
some lots, and it may be found- tha t there are 
occasional mi stakes, f rom this cause. 

Unknown Lots.— Nos 126, 161, 237, 26'2„J59, 
and 397. the Committee can obtain no informa-
tion about at present, and must leave the Mu- . 
nlcipal Officers to ascertain localities. Mr Wills ' 
lots also, cannot be described by bis Agents 
here, and have consequently not been assessed, 
or placed in the accompanying List. 

Rentals — Where no Renta l is stated, the 
Committee, assume the property to be in the 
occupation of Chinese tenants, or to be unoc-
cupied by buildings o f any kind at all : rentals 
stated by the Commit tee are Foreign occupied 
premises No nptice.is taken of Chinese Rentals . 

American Registered Lots—ill the lots re-
gistered in the American Consu la te , require 
identification, which the Committee were not in 
a position to furnish owing to the imperfect 
'state of the Land Reeords. Several Propert ies 
were found to be registered twice' over to differ-
ent owners, ami in other instances, it is believed 
title deeds have been taken out in the British 
Consulate, without being cancelled in the 
American 

Should any Lots, be discovered in the British 
Concession not included in this List, the Com-
mittee will affix a valuation on receiving particu-
lars of the locality, though in most instances, 
the value of adjoining Lots, may be taken as a 
s tandard. 

All words in pencil and alterations in Red Ink, 
should be properly filled in, and the calculations 
(which were somewhat hurriedly made) should 
be checked, before beiug acted on. 

W I I . V A C H E R , 
0 . T H O R N E , 
S . R A W S O N , 
I ' A R N E S D A L L A S , 

T . H A N B U R Y , 
J. K E A R N Y R O D G E R . 

( N o . 2 8 ) PACKKT AGENCY, 
SHANGHAI, 7th March, 1863 

SIR ,—Having jus t observed you r Advert ise-
ment ill the North-China Herald, I t ake the 
earliest opportunity of informing you that your 
notice does not coincide with the instructions I 
am prepared to obey, as thus -

Tom Letters.—I liuve been made distinctly 
to understand a te such as may be sent by you ; 
for instance to Messrs Dent & Co here, ami 
upon Let ters of this description only does the 
rate of one penny per half ounce hold good. 

Let ters f rom the River. Northern, J apanese 
and other ports are not included in the above, 
and will as before he charged at the ra te of four 
pence per half ounce 

These a r e what I understood to be the charges 
as conveyed in the Le t te r to M r Baker, and as 
pointed out to me by Mr. Michell personally.— 

1 remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
J. P. M A R T I N , 

Packet Agent. 
F/ PlCKWOADi E s q . 

Secietary Municipal Council. 

(Copy ) ' COUNCIL ROOM, 
Match 24th, 1803. 

S i « . — U n d e r direction of the Municipal 
Council , I do myself the honor to enclose copy 
of a letter I have received f rom Mr. Mart in , f rom 
which it would appear that the ' ouncil are as 
dis tant as ever from the prospect of securing the 
advantages that the Board conceives to be 
legitimately within their control. 

A system of " Town Le t t e r s " as understood 
by you, the Council never contemplated, for 
such a want has no existence. 

Af te r a careful consideration of your views, 
gathered f rom your correspondence with this 
office, the Council is led to believe that, in 
object ing to their system of a penny1 postage 
upon letters arr iving at this port liv private 
vessels, you are hamper ing yourself with British 
postal regulations. ..which were never contem-
plated to apply to this portion of the dominions 
of the Emperor of Ch ina , where Foreign* resi-
dents. under sufferance. are permitted by ' the 
native authorit ies to make such rules and re-
gulations for the delivery of letters arr iving here 
f rom outpopts. having no Post Office Agents, as 
see in ihos t adapted to their local requirements 

Consignees, or " Lftose" letters daily arrive 
here by private vessels, which are now regularly 
advertised ami l i f t for 'd is t r ibut ion by private 
hands, the control of Which the Council could 
command where their plan of a penny postage 
applied to them. These let ters cau only be 

recognized by the Packet Agent here by acci-
dent <»r by common report, as sea or river letters, 

| and consequently need not of necessity be liiblts 
to the established rule of i d . each as laid down 
by yourself 

The Council are utterly at a loss to conceive 
how the realization of one penny itipoli-lettere,' 
which n vcr have been and never will be given 
over to llie Post Office, can cither interfere with 
the regulat ions or rev. lines of the Imperial Post 
Office in Hongkong. 

Be that as it may ; it only remains for me, 
now. in obedience to the commands I have re-
ceived from the Municipal Council, to notify to 
you the determinat ion of the Board to withhold 
any fu r the r payments on behalf of a depar tment 
f rom which they have derived no additional 
benefits, as well as to demand the: repayment of 
the sum of $ 1,250 already advanced, on the 
faith of an engagement which the Council con-
tend has not been kept oil the par t of the Hong-
kong G o v e r n m e n t — I have the honor to be, 
Sir, your obedient servant 
(S igned) E D W I N l ' K K W O A D , 

Secietary Municipal Council 
To the 

Post Master General , 
Hongkong . . - j; -'- •'-: 

M U N I C I P A L C O U N C I L FL N A N E 

Por the Year Commenced \st April 1 Soi 
• . . 

and entled 3ist March I8TI3. 

COI NCII. ROOM, . 
January. -i\st 1863. 

To -the POST MASTER GITFIITRAL, 
' origkong. 

SIR.—I am directed by the Municipal Council , 
in acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 
lo th N o v , last, to bring under your consideration 
the highly unsatisfactory working of the Post 
Office here, which, in the opinion of the Board, 
is traceable to the defective a r rangements made 
by the Hongkong Government for its main-
tenance. 

I am directed to observe, that you appear from 
your letter of the 10th Nov. al together to have 
been under a misapprenhension of the wishes 
and intent ions of the Council in regard to their 
determinaton to affix a penny postage on a certain 
class of letters arising ill Shanghae for distribu-
tion 

In the first place, the Council beg to call your 
attention to the fact, that very few letters f rom 
the Nor th of China tor from J a p a n find their way 
to the Post Office at all. and that it was with no 
intention of interfer ing either with revenue or 
expendi ture of the General Post Offipe.-that they 
proposed to collect an impost on all letters (h i ther-
to delivered by private hands) arr iving hern in 
private Vessels T h e Council have been called 
upon to subsidize the Postal Revenues of this 
place with a view of increasing its staff and ena-
bling the Packet Agent , with as little delay as 
possible, to distribute all letters sent to his 
office by private hands for the foreign Residents. 
This impost of one penny must not bp considered, 
to include letters arr iving,here from your Agents 
a t o ther ports. 

With this the Council do not wish to interfere 
in anyway. All that they claim to tic is to make 
use of the Post Office staff for the delivery on the 
spot letters sent to. them from the spat, for that 
purpose. Letters of this description are in the 
opinion of the Council entirely beyond your 
control 
: T h e Council, therefore, desire me distinct y to 
give you to understand, that they contemplate 
an individed action over all such letters, and 
that any opposition on the part of the Hong-
kong Government ' to this reasonable de-
mand, will be looked upon, us a breach. ' -on 
their part, of the engagement recently concluded 
between the Hongkong Government and them-
selves As it is, they have paid, in advance, in 
addition to the heavy postal revenues of the place, 
$1250, for w h i c h ' n o equivalent whatever has 
been afforded 

T h e Post Office, af ter a lapse of some months, 
is as bad, if not. worse, than ever. 

This state of things, the Council feel, is to be 
attributed in a grea t measure to the want of 
local knowledge of the Hongkong Government , 
in sanctioning an outlay of £ 2 5 0 only for an 
ass i s tan t ; an amount not simply inadequate to 
t h e duties required, but equally out of keeping 
with the requirements for the obtaining the ordi-
nary necessaries of life here. Hasty -'abandon-
ment of the office by your first nominle, was tlie 
inevitable result 

T h e Couueil have much pleasure in bear ing 
te timonv to the assiduity aiiij. attention, of Mr. 
Baker, but single handed, it cannot be expected: 
that he will be enabled to inaugura te .the reform,so 
loudly called for on all sides, and without wishing 
to interfere with the expendi ture of your ,depar t -
ment ; the Board cannot but piiint out the more 
liberal salaries given to others here, as likely at 
no distant, period, to deprive the depar tment of 
an efficient and painstaking officer. 

I have the honor to <ie, 
Sir. 

Your obedient servant 
E D W I N P I C K W O AD, 

Secretary Municipal Council. 

1,712 56 
295 20 
851.25 

I f . 
,INCOME. 

Whar fage Dues, to 31st 
D e c , 18-12 
Chinese House-and Land 
T a x to 3 I st Dec 1862 
European House and Land 
T a x collected dur ing IS6J 
being for last six months 
of 1861 

Licenses. 

Sampan. . . . . . . . 
Sedan i hairs 
Spirit Shops, . . . 

Balance of Expendi ture 
over Income, . . . . . . 

Tota l 

EXPENDITURE. 

Police , 
• Head Quar ters , ..."'. 32,383.10 

Louza Station 8,389 74 
Hongque „ . . . . . . . . . . 4,833.46 

Roads. 
' Inspector of Roads a i d 

Nuisances, salaries and 
sundry work done, 

Jetties. 
New Je t t ies and repa i r s , . . 

Drainage. 
Shakloo. ICenngsoo road. 
Keangse road, and sundry 
small drains. . 

Office establishment. 
Salaries 
Pet ty Expenses, . , > 

Flood gate on Defence Creek 
Paid for Defence Com-
mittee, 

Interest 
Paid Library , Build and 
Dra inage Loans, . . . . , . , . 
Bund Loan repaid final 
instalment, : . . 

l'ost. Office. 
Paid first instalment Hong-
kong office, 

To ta l E x p e n d i t u r e , . . 

- Tis. . 

40,'760 41 

43,6 15 à.'i 

.2,160,58 

2,859 111 

40,615.2!) 

1-30,030.82-

45,606 30 

35.648.76 

4,443 01 

25,741.66 

6,754.6 4 
1,002.94 

1,500.00 

2,334.76 

6,000.00 

998 75 

l ie b e g g e d t o 

Tliti' f'rtmi 'and ti.flt-r this itytf. all çer-b'ï 
us j u t e n d i n g ^ o I i n U d - e n iÀib ' i :0 ' f i 'o i r t ; i j jé ' - :i 

130,030.82 TIS 

J A M E S C O C K , 

Treasurer, 

(Signed) 

M U N I C I P A L C O U N I L F I N A N C E , 

Balance Sheet for Year ended 3U( 
March 1863. 

T o Balance received f rom 
Treasu re r of last Council 
6th May 1862, 
Dra inage Loan, . . . . . . 
Tempora ry do. ( f rom Agra 
Bank) , 
Chinese , Subscription , , to 

• I ouza Station; •.-, 
Mr. Ranisbottom's loan 
repaid 
Mr. Rogers loan r e p a i d , . . 
Reward fund (s tanding at 
credi t ) 
Tota l revenue for year 
ending 31st March 1863 

Total, 

Dependencies at Credit 

Chinese Taxes , to 31st 
Dec 1862 uncollected esti-
mated 
Frontages on .Shakloo , . . 
Foreign House and Land 
T a x for 1862 on old Asst 
Due by La te Treasurer , . . 
From residents in Hoiique 
for disbursements at Hoh-
qlie S ta t ion/ . . . . :-. '-. 
Due by T a o u t i t i ' f o r W h a r -
fage dues, . . . . . . . . . . : . . . : . < 

. , . Total 

By total expendi tire for the 
y e n r e n d i n g 3 l s t Mar 1863 
Cash Balance, 

Tis. 

18,100 

25,000 

Tis. 

3,878 26 

43 ,10000 

1,000.00-

- .300 00 
180 OJ 

611.25 

89.395 53 

138.465.04 

5.000.00 
3,000.00 

4,500 00 
1,000 00 

4,833 40 

.•(.000 00 

2 1 , 3 3 3 . 4 6 

130:0,30 82 
8 . 4 3 4 22 

Total 138.46504 
J A M E S C O C K , 

Shanghai , 31st March , 1863. 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Dent proposed that the Report of 
the lust Council with'the accounts, just, 
read to the meeting be adopted and pub-
lished. 

Mr. P. H. Underwood seconded the 
motion which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Turner rose and said; one of not the 
least onerous and important.dnties of the 
Murtici pal Council on retiring From' office, 
was to furnish the meeting with a list of 
fit and eligible persons who were willing 
to act, as their successors. The difficul-
ties the present hoard had encountered 
in this respect had been great • and they 
would, lie believed, be increased, every 
year in consequence of the heavy respon-
sibilities anil duties attached to Munici-
pal Office in this growing- Community. 
He was, however, he was happy to say, 
provided with the names of seven who 
would, he believed form a good and able 
Council for the current year, and lie beg-
ged to propose therefore the following 
Gentlemen as Municipal Councillors for 
the year 1803-04 and was seconded bv 
Mr.'Medhurst.—Messrs. II. W . Dent R. 
'Brand, G. F. Heard, J. R. Rodgers D. 
fetid, A. Wioters and J. Cock. 

The new Council were then balloted 
for: and the votes appeared as follows :— 
Mr. Cock, 37, Mr. Reid, 85, Mr. Brand, 
84, Mr. Dent, 33, Mr. Heard. 27, Mr. 
Rodgers, 27. Mr. Wietei-s, 20, Mr. Han-
btirv, 6, Mr. Porter, 5, Jlr. Alabaster, 
4, Mr. Dow, 3, Mr. Underwood, 3, Mr.. 
Forbes, 3, Mr. Carter, 3, Mr. Cunning-
ham, 3, Mr. J. Tliorne, 2, Mr. May, 1, 
Mr. Lent, 1, Mr. Fltzroy, I. 
, Mr. T U R N E R said the meeting would 

have gathered from the Report just read 
that the Municipality was much in want 
of funds. Drain and Road making in a 
place like Shanghai, where tlie materials 
\fere so expensive, was very costly work. 
Large as the estimate of the ensuing 
year's income was in comparison with. 
former years, the money .would all be 
wanted and more too. Now he thought 
tliat, as the Foreign Property in the ! 
settlement had been so ridiculously-under | 
estimated for taxing purposes during the j 
last few years, the, meeting would agree ; 
with him, that it would only be fair and 
right to allow the new Assessment, J 
which affixed something like a proper j 
value to Foreign Hongs and land, to 
come into operation retfospeotivelv for 
1)502: the collection of the House and 
Land Tax for last year having been de- ! 
laved with this object. He proposed 
then : , . . . . "i 

That the Forc'g-1 House and Land | 
Tax for: the pastry ear 1802 be collected: 

on the ue\v a^t'-.-sineiit. -
., ..This' motion was seconded by Mr. 
Ltiiireiro and cttrried unanimously. 
V.EMr. T U R N K.H 'rem'.trketl that the stib-
jfvet matter of the , Resolution' he was 
now about to propose was eihbodi'ed in 
tlie Heport, but the Council r-egardeil 
the question of encroachments i n Public 
thoroughfares to which if. litul, rel'e.r.ence, 

so important, that tliev tliouo-ht it as 
better to obtain the, sentiments of the-

. L a n d R e n t e i ^ 
form. The Council had had «ii'iit diffi-
culties during:their year of .»ffee in cen-J '• 
leading flgtiiu^t'"Parties VvLti fought to* 
ureat-e «»bstnictiims* pr enri'ositi'liiiit'ij.ts on: / 
the Public Rotitls anif StVeet-s-. In stmf'e 

Tinsfartces -tliey had./hetlti Ibiled. "aiitbit 
ajiprureil tlnit the 'Land Regulations 
were not .suffici^n-tiy " explicit .on .the1 

poilit: The • "oilficil were ; ihtj'el)t<iwl -to i. 
lI.li .M.'s "Consul Mr Me.-U'-iuvvt. fur.- rbts<- • 
suggestion t.hat'ifsl'HiU'lil lie filh'tie binding 
on all Persons'about ;f<3 build, to piridiTce; 
their plans-1' a t the... .omjc'il. b'ooui. for the 
inspect ion of. the.^upmutendeiiit aC publ-i.er': 
Works, that any f-ontehiplafed 'oWnnin-. • 
teutional enci-oiifhifteuit.' lnigl ifW'«.!^«^^ 
and,stopped prior to ite''being"'.earned 'oiit."' 
Acting on this sug'ges'titHt 
propose 
: Tlia* 
sons 
within the limits .of this ,sv,tfiWn'enf'i;'bb; 
retjifiieil'ttS give notice to tHb;1 Mijiiicipat^' • 
('otihcil of their .intention-to'do.so. iind., . 
to profljijee. tUeiiyplaus .for-- th<c.̂ .jnspgct,iojt;.' 
iintl. approval, of- the ^Siipei-inteiiiient'Sof!-.: 
Public Work-s with, the - viAwK to *pi event - ••'•' 
eiicroachineiits on the public.thorough- '".'. 
fares. " •... ."'. .< 

•This motion was seconded by Mr. Reid, 
and carried unanimously., ' , . . ' " . . ' 

Mr. G. F. .C'AitTER propose^ and Mr. ,,,. 
Dow seconded. ... . ' !(_ 

That a vote of thanks lie given to tli5'" ; ' 
retiring Cutitieil (b'r the tilile and energ'etic 
tiinniier iii which they have discharged 
their arduous duties during tlieir tom- o f ' ; 
office. .":.••' /.",'' 'f '*"' ' 1 ' ' •' •'••''•• 

Piissetltiiianimtiusly. Mr, Turner the ^ 
Chairman of the - Miuiicipul CoU-nbil, -'"' 
brietly.returned thanks. -.•;•-.•*. 

Mr-. II A Mi c it v rose, ant?; said that lie ,, 
thought it, liiiiSt, tlesirtlblo.tha'.t tlie pbrtiiiti 
of the Settlement ^notvri•• ' • Houg-'que 
sin HI Itl he incorporated without-'delay, 
and he placed under Muri'iai ;>sil' tntfiio- • "' 
l'ity. It was every , tlav JBore apparent ' .. 
that stringent measures ,,would ere'long 
-be required to preserve ordtu: there; and 
if some suitable steps were not taken, 
the evil would make itself unpleasantly ; 
felt even by those il welling .on -this side .; 
of the creek. '"At, present, this important '-P 
jiart' of the Settlement- was jn danger o f ; 
being- much itijiiretl by the waiit of pro- i 
per roads being out; and residents were '-' 
building tiieir houses' in mtuiy, instances 
without any i-egnrd to fhe Vants of the 
pulilic in this respect, l /e therefore pro- 7 
p o s e t l . ' ...'.' 

That the newly elected Council he '-.-" 
reconiniendeil to use every .exertion'to '•*>* 
carry into effect the resohiliori pa'ss.ed' _ 
at the llist annital meeting relative to ' 
the incorporation of Hong-que into the 
present, settlement, and. rto make such -
alteration there as, if found necessary, to ,. 
secure either partially or wholly that 
desirable end. Mr. Michie seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. P I C K W O A D 'said it v a s not with ' 
a view of offering opposition to any . 
measure that might conduce to the wel- . 
fare of Hting-que that he desired to make, 
a, few remarks, hut , in the position in -r 

which he'-'stoodf it-niight be stfpposed 'he:''',"i 

was better able to form an opinion in re-
gard to its-wants, than persons .wh^hM ' ~ ^ 
not bestowed "etjual-attention to the - " 
ject. All were agreed that t-he'tinie haif 
..«i-j-ived, when some, measure for the 
amelioration of its condition, s h o u l d b e 
carried. Rut men differed as to what; 
that measure should be. l i e (Mr P.) 
hail, some conversation with the "U. S.; v 
(Jonsttl nearly twelver month's ago on tlie",',. 
subject; and',. :even.then,, it was:a matter -' 
for consideration, whether it should not J 
b!e allowed to stand by itself. The sub-.; 
sequent unparalleled .increase of this • •, 
jilace, fully convinced him, that it con-" : , 
tained safficent vitality within itself to "* 
be able to form a separate and indepen-
dent municipality.. It did not, tit present, :--.-
contain either the wealth or »taHigenoei'crf-> -
this Settlement three years agoj;;;but, hie •* 
w-as satisfied, tliat, a, ;f'ar greater, revenue , 
ciiiuld lie obtained from it, for its[ civ-il ' f 
imiintenance. than y as driiwil ii-oui this • 
settlement at that period. He felt certain, 
tliat the amalgamation of that district with 
this, under: existing; circumstances,.wOnht '. 
prove a drag . to us, whilst it vould fail •' 
to procure for the residents, there; tlios'e.; ' 
advantages,' whioh nothing but constant 
and active supervision- could ensure, -..-
l i e was as anxious as any one eoubl lie i»f 

to procure niunicip'al government • for . 
Hong-que, ami desired that these remarks . 
sl|onhI not lie c6nsiil<jietl.as being oSeied.'. 
in 11 spirit of opposition to any well defin- J- ' 
ed measure for its relief.-' • f i ! 

Mr. 11 ANDCitv .would not amend'his. • 
original proposition, ,:the::ootiimiiiiiry-. iu-•'•"'-••-
Iloiig-qtte iti his iipinion1 having Uot- yet ; ' 
sufficient' w e i g h t D r ithporfihice to ca,ri;y , 
mi a separate municipal ...government; 
iitid most of the jii-operty was owned : ». 
bv those were: .resident\,on tills si»l«. : ' 
Upon tiie hu>tiori being put, it was;-;cai.--:'t; « ' 
l-ied by ,a small majority. Tlie proce4tl'- uat 
ings termiiiat-ed- -with a vote of-thaiik&;|^ 
to the Ciniiruiari." : ' " :''"'.- ' - '• lv^ 

' W m : I I . L A Y , 5 V 
Secretary, i. 


